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Parish Council

Resignation of Chairman

The Parish Council was very disappointed that Chairman, Dr. Keith Beswick, has felt it necessary to resign because of a
perceived conflict of interest. The Council accepted his decision with regret, and thanks hhis fealued
Chairmanship over the last year.

February Meeting

Keith chaired the February meeting, at which there was a presentation by 2 boys from Harwell School about their
request for a full cycle path between Chilton, Harwell and Didcot, so that c¢hifdse local villages can cycle to

school on a safe route, and reduce pollution from motor vehicles in the process. A survey is planned to investigate
routes, and we hope to have an article in a future newsletter.

Mr. John Fisher reported on his meetinghaWale Environmental Wardens; they recommended signs in the Rec. to
remind dogwalkers of their responsibilities. If you walk a dog there we hope you have noticed them and are keeping
your dog away from the marked pitches in the near field.

It was reportd that more residents from Orchard Way had made the Council aware that they are not in favour of the site
there for affordable housing. The Council has indicated that it is in favour of a lower density than that recently
proposed. Further information iswawaited from Soverign Housing

Mr. Ricketts reported that the OCC had replied to the enquiry regarding the status of The Winnaway. Use by cyclists
cannot apparently be used as evidence of a bridleway, but can be used to support a restricted bywisg aifoesa
horsedrawn vehicles. He was due to meet an OCC representative in the Holloway to discuss footpath 6 and would
report back on it. It was noted that residents of Manor Green are still not happy with the footpath from Grove Road to
GavestonRoad; he Council sympathized, but has no power in thi

Mr. Lilly reported on his meeting with Oxford Bus Company; it may be possible to get the 35A route changed so it
comes through Harwell on its circular route to Oxf@ddly it proved not to be appropriate at this time.

An increase in the Cemetery fees for memorials was approved ffoviarth to bring them in line with C of E fees.
Other fees remain unchanged.

March Meeting
The March meeting was chaired by Mr. Stewalty, who will be acting Chairman until the Annual Meeting when an
election will take place.

Under matters arising, it was reported that a response to the SODC consultation had been sent, drafted by Mr Ricketts.
One of the points made was that the prepasetwork of foot / cyclpaths should include a link from the Winnaway to

the Icknield Way, on the east side of the A4185, a distance of about 200 metres. This would avoid 2 road crossings for
those going from the Winnaway to the Icknield Way in an elgstérection and allow those going west to use the
controlled crossing point.

Our District Councillors reported that the ValeWHDC had raised its Council Tax rate by 5%. Charges favagteen

bins are to go up to £33 per annum, but at least it is nomggoi be composted. They also wanted to encourage
villagers to use the Curie Avenue Post Office in the light of closure threats to small Post Offices. It was mentioned that
the Green Box collection lorries continue to damage verges; Councillors promissabtb this and other collection
problems to the Valebds responsible officer.

The Council made provision in the 089 budget for purchase of a new van. Mr Taylor reported that one had been
located within the budgeted amount and the Council agreed tofbrivgrd the purchase. The familiar blue van will

soon be replaced by a white one. Also it was agreed to purchase a new mower for use in the Cemetery at a cost of
approximately £600; this will allow the mulching of the cuttings so saving collecting arabdisp

Quotes had been obtained for replacement bollards to prevent vehicles driving onto the Recreation Ground; the matter
was referred to the Lands Committee. The Feast Committee was given permission to use the Recreation Gfdund on 26
May.

Short discugens were held with 2 parishioners. First Dr Hughes said that Keep Harwell Rural had responded to the
SODC green spaces consultation, voicing their concern that the allocation of open space to the northeast of Didcot may
include areas which are potentidges of housing development, thus making Harwell Parish a more likely option.

Then a parishioner with an allotment was concerned about the proposed removal of the burning area, and compost
heaps without wire mesh to keep out rats. The Council is keer @ temants Group set up so concerns can be collated
and brought to the Councilds attention. He was also co
and the junction with High Street. The Council will make such representationgas tio OCC, and ask PCSOs to

monitor traffic speeds in Grove Road.
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The next meetings of the Parish Council are on Tuesday 20th May and 10th June. Items for the agenda should be with
the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one week before this. Contact the Clediegt@harwellparish.co.ykon 01235 820006

where messages can be left, or in writing to 1, Wantage Road, OX11 OLJ. Office hours are 9 to 11am Monday to
Wednesday.

Annual Parish Meeting

This will be held or29th May at 8pm on the Freeman Hall; among the items expected to be on the agenda are:
New Pavilion project
Waste and Recycling collections (Vale rep.)
Affordable Housing

Harwell News distribution.

Many people in the village contribute to the life of the camity. Among them are the stalwarts who, rain or shine,
cheerfully deliver the Harwell News on behalf of the Parish Council. Some have been delivering for many years. 1100
copies are distributed every other month. We're glad to take this opportunitykothiean all. And particularly to Pat

and Norman Staples who prepare the bundles and take them around.

Parish Council Web site
Donét forget this has the | atest news, and the archi v
Harwell Bookhas been recently added in a web format; there is a shortciitwavitv. village4a1000years.com

Contact details District & County Councillors:
Margaret Turner and Reg Waiteg@regwaite.co.uk
7 HengesGate

Colin Lamontcolin.lamont@oxfordshire.gov.uk
2 The Old School, School Lane.
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Fun Club is the village baby and toddler group. We meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday morningstimé®.30
11.30am. All parents and carers of babies and toddlers5@, @s well as murte-be, are most welcome. Just to
make it clear, we do also welcome niesome dads do actually come regularly. The cost per session is just £1 per
family, including refreshments, regardless of the number of children. Your first visit is free.

For more information please contact Nickie Dunphy on 832968ckie.dunphy@gmail.com

Our nextNearly New Salewill be on SaturdayMay 17 10am12pm at the village hallBigger and better than ever

before, we will have more stallholders with a new layout, making it easier to get around, and as always lots of bargains
to be had. We can also sell your things for you if you caake it on the day. A few tables are still available for the
November 2008 sale.

If you would like more details about the May Baby and Toddler Nearly New Sale please call Sophie Soane on 01235
83297.

Didcot Volunteer Centre
Phone 816709 Weekdays10amoon
We are a voluntary service to help elderly or disabled people without transport to get to Hospital, Doctor, Dentist,
Chiropodist, Hairdresser's appt's and even Maybe shopping!
The cost being 40p mile-to our driverto cover the petrol cost, half the cost of a taxi. We already have clients from
Harwell that use us regularly; feel free to contact us.

Har well Gardenerso6 Club
Monday 12" May The History and Propagation of Geraniunastalk by DavidTaylor
Visitors always welcome to our meetings.
In June, July and August we will be enjoying Garden Visits (tba) and looking ahead we have a coach trip on Sunday
31% August to Birmingham Botanical gardens.

Date for your diary:
Harwell Village Produce Show
Saturday 13" September
Schedules available from village shops in due course.
Any queries please contact Wendy Sinclair (Chair) on 221008 or Janice Markey (Sec.) on 832802.


mailto:accounts@harwellparish.co.uk
mailto:reg@regwaite.co.uk
mailto:colin.lamont@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:nickie.dunphy@gmail.com
mailto:nickie.dunphy@gmail.com
mailto:nickie.dunphy@gmail.com

The Harwell News- Number 149 Page3 April 2008

TheParish Councilwould like to thank the Gardeners Club for continuing tontaén the Memorial Garden. It seems
there is usually something in flower:

Harwell Bowls Club
Open Day on Sunday 27 April

Do you like fresh air and pleasant company with the gentle exercise of inexpensive Bowling?
Why not come and give it a try.

We are a small friendly Bowls Club located in the Village of Harwell and would welcome new faces of any age or
gender from the surrounding locality. The Bowils club started bowling in the Harwell Cherry Orchards, between the
lines of trees, in 1932 and eblated 75 years of bowling last year. The Bowls England President and the Royal
County of Berkshire Bowling Association President both brought teams to play us in 2007 and the occasions were
celebrated in style.

The Club is having an Open Day on SundayApril 2008, and you would be most welcome to come and try us out.
Our Bowils Club is located in the Village of Harwell, adjacent to the RBL Club at the entrance to the sports field off a
road called Westfield, on the South side of the Village.

Are onlyrequirement on the day is to bring yourself and a pair of shoes that are flat soled to wear when going onto the
Green.

If you missed the date or cannot join us on the open day but still want to try us out somebody is always around at the
Club from 6 p.m. o a Monday evening from May to September weather permitting.

Further information can be obtained from the Club Secretary on 01235 834408 or the Club President on 01235 815076.

Harwell Village Tennis Club
Fancy playing tennis? Join Harwell Village Tennialt All ages and standards welcome.

Membership

£35 Family, £18 Adult, £10 Junior

£12 Senior Citizens and Students

Key for the court: £3.00 (free if last year's key is returned)

Tennis club nightsstart on Thursday 24th Apriljust turn up from 7.00pm evards at the courts behind the British
Legion at the recreation ground. There will be the AGM in the British Legion after the first club night at around
8.00pm.

Junior tennis coachingstarting on Thursday 24th April for 10 weeks. Places limited so badiing advisable.



