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Parish Council Meetings 

The Open Forum at the start of the October meeting 
commenced with PCSO Baker reporting that during the 
past month, there have been 1 burglary, 2 thefts, 
damage to the church notice board, for which some 
arrests have been made, along with 1 arrest for 
possession of cannabis. 

Then representatives of one of the firms building on 
Great Western Park gave the Council details of their 
plans, which at present are for housing near the north 
edge of the site, and therefore in Didcot Parish. 

The meeting proper opened with the introduction of the 
new Councillor Mrs Gaspar to the Council and the 
completion of the paperwork necessary for her co-
option. 

Under planning there was discussion of the response to 
be made to the SODC consultation on its Core Strategy. 
It was agreed appropriate to respond to the question of 
whether the housing numbers in the South East Plan, 
which has been scrapped by the Government. The 
Chairman, David Marsh agreed to draft a response and 
circulate it to Councillors – see separate item on this. 

Under financial matters it was agreed to the purchase of 
a replacement for the Clerk’s computer, using funds set 
aside for that purpose. 

Under Lands matters, it was reported that Harwell RBL 
wishes to add the name of Aircraftwoman K F Seacole 
to the war memorial; she served in the 1939-45 war but 
died of natural causes in 1942. She is buried in Harwell 
cemetery in a war grave, but her name was omitted 
from the war memorial for unknown reasons. She and 
her parents lived in Harwell. The RBL also asked for 
permission to install a third marble tablet to the rear 
wall of the memorial, for inclusion of any future names. 
No expenditure will be required from the Council. The 
Council had no objection to the proposals. 

It was reported that the consecration of the Cemetery 
extension would take place on 14th October, and this 
indeed happened. There is an unconsecrated area in the 
older area. It was also agreed that the old hedge 
adjoining the footpath be tidied and quotes be got for 
the proposed path in the extension using various 
materials. 

Also under Lands, it was agreed to treat the Recreation 
Ground to reduce the problems caused by worm casts. 
On the Allotments, after amending the resolution it was 
agreed, with one abstention, “That in principle, the 
allotment rent should be divided proportionately by the 
number of poles, but that water consumption shall be 
monitored so that if bills are likely to decrease, the 
Council can reconsider the fee.” 

It was further agreed that that the Clerk should write to 
allotment holders responding to their concerns raised at 
the last meeting and suggesting that they form a Tenants 
Association with whom the Council could discuss 
future changes, such as an implementation of rents 
related to plot size. 

At the November meeting, in the Open Forum, District 
Councillor Reg Waite reported that the MP Ed Vaizey 
has written to VWHDC requesting action with regard to 
the collapsed cottage on Reading Road. VWHDC has 
now served a Section 216 Town & Country Planning 
Act Notice on the owner, which gives him 28 days to 
clear the site of waste and vegetation over 30cm high. 
Failure to comply will result in a court summons and a 
fine, after which VWHDC may gain access to the site to 
clear it. Mr Waite reported that the petition had been 
well-supported by residents, and will be presented to 
VWHDC at its next meeting. 

Under planning, the Chairman reported that the parishes 
around have joined forces to try to work together 
against further expansion of Didcot into surrounding 
parishes, forming the group DROP - Didcot Ring of 
Parishes. He said there was still confusion over the 
number of Growth Point Funding houses proposed 
under the SODC Core Strategy, and it is still not clear if 
the SODC figure includes those houses which have 
been allocated to the Vale area. Growth Point Funding 
is dependent on housing being built by 2016, a 
seemingly impossible deadline in the Vale area. The 
Council’s response to SODC is given elsewhere. 

The lack of cemetery space in Great Western Park is 
now being given attention; the Clerk had been in 
consultation with Mr Burroughs, a VWHDC planner, 
who has now suggested an area of at least 1 hectare for 
cemetery space for Harwell Parish within Great 
Western Park. 

Under Lands matters, Mr Ricketts reported that seeding 
of the area where the fence had been was almost 
completed. The Clerk reported that grounds staff had 
assessed the hedge on the west side of the extension, but 
hawthorn and brambles will need to be cut back before 
the fence can be removed. 

Mr Fisher reported on the Sports Development Project; 
the consortium has approached Sports Solutions GB for 
advice and assistance in getting basic proposals drawn 
up. An Agreement for members had been drawn up, the 
parties being the Parish Council - 40%, the British 
Legion – 40%, the Bowls Club – 20% and the Harwell 
Rugby Club – 20%. The absence of the Village Football 
Club and the Tennis Club from the new agreement was 
queried. Mr Fisher reported that other sports clubs 
which are interested in joining the Committee will be 
welcomed as members, and will still have input into the 
project; they were left out of the Agreement at this stage 
because of funding, membership, or other issues. 

The proposal that the Parish Council enter into the 
agreement with the other Clubs and SSGB was 
approved, with 8 in favour and 1 abstention. 

It was noted that the Vale WHDC’s review of Polling 
Districts & Places is proposing that Cockcroft Hall be 
removed from the list of venues, because of the lack of 
facilities for the disabled. Residents of North Drive will 
in future have to attend the Village Hall, or opt for a 
postal vote.  



Harwell News 165 Page 2 December 2010 
 
Under Any Other Business, the Council expressed 
thanks to the Gardeners Club for tidying the Memorial 
Garden, and the Our Street Corner youth group for 
cleaning the war memorial. 

Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available 
on the web. Instead of an ordinary meeting in 
December, the Council has a finance workshop to 
discuss the precept for the next financial year, so the 
next meetings of the Parish Council are on Tuesdays 
11th January and 8th February 2011. Items for the 
agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one 
week before this. Contact on 01235 820006 where 
messages can be left, email clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, 
or by post to P.O. Box 223 Wantage OX12 2DH. Office 
hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays. 

Groundsperson Vacancy 

Due to the forthcoming retirement of one of our 
groundstaff, the Parish Council will be looking for new 
groundstaff.  Subject to the agreement of the Parish 
Council, details will be available after December 20th 
on the PC website, on the Parish notice boards and will 
also be formally advertised in the Didcot Herald. If you 
are interested in receiving details of the vacancy when it 
is advertised, please contact our Clerk as above. 

Cemetery & Churchyard headstones 

The Council will be performing its annual safety test of 
memorials in the cemetery & churchyard in December; 
any unsafe headstones which need attention will be 
noted, and a list published shortly afterwards. 
 

Planning Matters 
Permissions: 
HAR/21294  Demolition of existing bungalow. Erection 
of 4 bed. det chalet-bungalow at Rose Dene, Didcot Rd. 
with conditions regarding certain windows. 
HAR/4084/2  Demolition of single-storey flat roofed 
garage/utility & larder extension. Erection of 2-storey 
side extension & single-storey rear extension / 
conservatory at 1 Chilbrook, with condition that garage 
cannot be adapted for other use. 
HAR/21173/2 Demolition of existing bungalow & 
erection of  chalet-bungalow at Crossfields, The Cleave 
With conditions that slab level be approved before 
development begins, that certain windows be obscure-
glazed and not openable, and parking spaces be marked. 
HAR/CHI/20130/2-A  Erection of 10 free standing 
signboards (Amendment to previously approved 
application HAR/CHI/20130/1-A) at Harwell Science & 
Innovation Campus, with conditions. 
New Applications: 
HAR/1371/2  Erection of single storey rear extension & 
single detached garage at Five Corners, The Barrow. 
HAR/19210/1  Proposed rear extension, front porch,& 
convert existing garage to study at 25 The Croft. 
HAR/21371  Demolition of existing bungalow. Erection 
of a detached house at Carita, Didcot Road. 
HAR/21012/1  Amendment to previously approved 
application HAR/21012. Changes to front aspect of 
property & garage at Droke, Wantage Road 
Withdrawn: 
HAR/19692/7  Proposed erection of single storey 
garage at Corn Poppies, Downs Close.

Dog walkers using our Recreation grounds 

At the last meeting of the Lands and Recreation 
Committee it was reported that there had been an 
increase of complaints about dog walkers on the 
Recreation fields not clearing up after their animals. 
Reports from the managers and parents of the young 
football teams using our fields were concerned that 
there were was more dog fouling on the pitches than 
had previously been noted. This is not only 
unacceptable but extremely dangerous.  

The Committee is due to report to the main Parish 
Council and will be recommending a tougher stance 
against this lack of responsibility. There have been 
reports of people walking 4, 5 or even 6 dogs at a time 
alone and we feel that this is unmanageable. The 
Committee Chairman has spoken to the Environmental 
Warden for the Vale and they have agreed to increase 
visits by their staff in an attempt to crackdown on this 
practice. In the meantime they have also agreed that 
anyone seen not to clean up after their animals can be 
reported and action will be taken to prosecute regular 
offenders. Please help us to stamp out this behaviour. It 
is totally unfair on the vast majority of dog walkers 
from our village who quite properly look after their 
dogs in a fair and responsible manner for the odd few to 
behave so selfishly. 

It would also help if people can possibly walk their 
dogs around the outer perimeter of the fields and not on 
the pitches in either the East or West fields. It goes 
without saying that we do not want people to take their 
dogs in the children’s play area - there are signs 
indicating this. 

Harwell Village Hall 

You will find in this edition of Harwell News a 
supplement about the future of the Village Hall. Please 
read it and fill in the back page to indicate your choice 
and return it. Should you wish you can enlarge about 
the reasons for your choice on a separate piece of paper. 
The Village Hall Management Committee will look at 
your replies and announce the Village's preference after 
the next Committee meeting on January 20th. 

Keith Beswick Chair of the Management Committee 
and Trustees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANTIQUES  - Wanted 

 

Single items or deceased effects cleared 
Jewellery, silver, china, etc. 

Furniture Pre 1930 
Telephone 01235 221152 
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From your District Counccillors: 

Christmas and the New Year Waste Collections 

Please note our normal waste collection days over the 
festive period are revised as follows - 

Wed 22nd December - as normal 
Wed 29th December will be Friday, 31st December 
Wednesday 5th January will be Saturday, 8th January 
Wednesday, 12th January will be Friday, 14th January 
Wed 19th January will be Thursday, 20th January 
Wednesday, 26th January - as normal 

These revised dates are as scheduled in the leaflet 
delivered with your new bins but adverse weather 
conditions could change these even further.  Your 
County, District and Parish Councillors will be kept 
fully informed of any changes and notices will be 
displayed on our village notice boards, in our local 
shops and appropriate places around the village. 

In the circumstances it would be most helpful if 
residents did not telephone the Vale or Verdant 
numbers as we will wish to keep these lines free for 
normal communication purposes. 

To Recycle or Not To Recycle? That is the Question! 

Numerous enquiries are received on this subject and the 
Vale will be putting more on its Website shortly. 

You may have noticed that the packaging for some 
edible foods we purchase states, “Tray and Film – 
Plastic – not currently recycled”.  You can ignore this 
in the Vale and South Oxfordshire as our Green bins 
accept all types of plastic.  

We should mention however that ordinary cling film is 
not plastic. Christmas tinsel is neither plastic nor 
metallised so this will go straight in to your Grey bin. 

A Huge Thank You 

Mrs Ann Lewis and John Mackerness along with Reg 
Waite wish to extend a huge thank you to so many local 
residents for supporting the petition concerning the 
collapsed grade 2 listed building cob cottage known as 
The Thatched Cottage.  More than 600 signatures have 
been obtained to date and the petition will be passed to 
the Chief Executive of the Vale in December. 

Anyone who wishes to add their name should contact 
Reg Waite or Ann Lewis as soon as possible please. 

The H-Factor & The Little Prince  
Guitars are strumming, feet are being tapped, ivories are 
being tickled and voices are getting into fine fettle all 
around the village. The full and final programme for 
‘The H-Factor’ will be decided by the time you read 
this article, but entries are now in for this upcoming 
event at our Village Hall on Sat 5th February. The 
organisers have been delighted with the response and 
variety of acts. November started with a successful 
workshop run by Janet Spence and Fiona Brennan-Scott 
and ended with auditions, where our Dermot O’Leary 
equivalent, Callum Lawrence, interviewed the 
participants and judges. Highlights of this will be 
shown on the big night. The dates to note are: 

Sunday 9th January 2-5 pm Rehearsal 1 
Mid-January   Ticket Sales open 
Sunday 23rd January 2-5 pm Rehearsal 2 
Wed 2nd Feb 7:30 -10 Tech & Dress Rehearsal 

Saturday 5th February 7:30-10:30 Performance 

Rehearsals are also well under way for the play for the 
evening, ‘The Little Prince’ by Antoine de Saint 
Exupéry. The book on which the play is based is No.9 
on Wikipedia’s top 100 best selling books of all time. 
Fiona has adapted it as a play to be performed by her   
M A D Studio students and it is to have its world debut 
in Harwell! “It is an unforgettable story about love and 
friendship”, says Fiona, “told through the voice of a 
pilot who has crash landed in the Sahara desert, and a 
little prince who has come from another planet. It’s a 
story for every age and every time.”  

The event is sure to provide a highlight to the New 
Year, when the dark winter nights can seem endless. 
Anyone wishing to get involved with backstage or front 
of house duties can contact Fiona - www.mad-studio 
.co.uk 821 633, or Janice  - jvmarkey@googlemail.com 
or 832802. Tickets will be available from the middle of 
January at Bob’s. 

 

 

 



Harwell News 165 Page 4 December 2010 
 

Harwell Women’s Institute 

The Christmas Season is now well and truly upon us but 
still the WI has plenty to offer for the long winter 
months looking forward to Spring! 

At the beginning of October Harwell Club hosted the 
Group Meeting in the Village Hall and were very 
privileged to have the entomologist and now TV star, 
Prof, George McGavin.  He was amazing and kept us 
all totally engrossed.  This was followed by a light 
buffet.  On 13 October Auctioneer Simon Jones talked 
about antiques and valuables.  Members brought about 
30 items of interest, ranging from old, new, valuable 
and just interesting. Also on 21 October there was a 
Malaysian Cooking Demo at the Village Hall and over 
40 people sat down to a wonderful chicken curry lunch 
which had been cooked during the demonstration. 

On 10 November Ali Adams from ‘Didcot First’ came 
to talk about promoting Didcot, highlighting the many 
amenities that available in and round the town. 

On 06 December the annual Christmas Carols and 
Songs will be held in the Town Hall in Oxford.  On 08 
December we will be getting into the Christmas spirit 
making ‘Xmas Crackers’ with Carol Waechtler.  
Members will have the opportunity to ‘have a go’. 

Over the summer Members have also taken part in a 
Nationwide WI Triathlon.  Not as bad as it sounds!!   
Members were invited to walk, swim and cycle among 
their normal activities and then log their mileage.  
Harwell Club achieved this without too much difficulty 
having many walkers and swimmers and some cyclists. 

On 12 January 2011, Peter Hearn is going to try and 
make a visit as snow stopped play last January!  His talk 
is ‘The Magic of Words & Storytelling’. 

On 09 February, Angela Pawlyn talks all about Silk 
with her talk ‘Silk from Cocoon to Screen’. 

On 09 March it is our AGM [for members only], after 
which the well-known local poet, Alison Brumfitt, will 
entertain with her hilarious poems and anecdotes.   

Make a New Year’s Resolution - Come and join us, find 
out at first hand the many interesting speakers, visits 
and outings we have to offer.  Visitors are always 
welcome.  Meetings are on the second Wednesday of 
the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.   For more 
information about joining us or any of the above 
activities, contact our Secretary, Penny Marsh, on 
01235 835430,   email: penny@digitalsafaris.com 

Harwell RBL Club Dates for Dec - Jan 2011 

Saturday December 11 – Christmas Dance Tina James 

The Twelve Days of Christmas 

Saturday 18 Grand Christmas Draw/Entertainment 

Sunday 19   Santa Dash & Children's Christmas Party 

Wednesday 22 Nibbles night 

Thursday 23 In-house Darts and Snooker 

Friday 24 Christmas Eve Club night 

Saturday 25 Lunchtime drink 

Sunday 26 Harwell RFC vs The Rest 
Entertainment 

Monday 27 Bingo and Curry night 

Tuesday 28 Harvlegs Golf Society Day 

Wednesday 29 Cocktails night 

Thursday 30 Club games night 

Friday 31 New Years Eve Dance 

Saturday January 8 – Monthly dance to one of the 
club’s old favourites - Julie Marie 

Saturday 15 – Country and Western – Cole Jackson 
Saturday 22 – Club night - entertainment 

Saturday 29 – Disco Beach Party 
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www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk 

didcot@thomasmerrifield.co.uk 
01235 813777 

Your Local Independent Estate Agents 
If you are thinking of selling, would like a free 
market appraisal or expert advice then please 

contact us. 
 

For the garden of your dreams – 
consult a professional 

 

MARY ANN LE MAY 
GARDEN DESIGNS 

 
Blissetts  West Hagbourne  Oxfordshire OX11 0ND 

Tel: 01235 850523  Fax: 01235 851153 
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Harwell Gardeners’ Club 
Monday December 6th     AGM & Party 

Monday January 10th  7.30 p.m. 

A talk by Timothy Walker entitled “Across The Plain” 
(Australia part 2) Competition: Snowdrops 

Monday 7th February 7.30 p.m. 

A talk by Adrian Thornton entitled “The Beauty of The 
National Parks of England & Wales” Competition : A 
Hyacinth. 

New members and visitors welcome at any time. Just 
come along or call 01235 832802. 

Harwell Feast Committee 
The annual Village Quiz was won by only 1 point by 
‘Gangreen’, the fiendishly clever team from Manor 
Green who just pipped ‘The Gourmands’ to the trophy 
due to their superior knowledge of Beatles music. The 
honour of the wooden spoons went this year to ‘The 
Would Be Cider Drinkers’. A note to the bar staff – Get 
Some Cider In Next Year! 
Thank you to all who took part. A special thank you to 
our guest quizmaster David Marsh who stood in for 
Colin Lamont.�
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 Harwell Arts & Craft Group 

The group joined forces with Didcot Woodturners Club 
on Sunday 21st November to stage an extremely 
successful Exhibition and Sale of their work. Raffle 
tickets and refreshments were sold to raise money for 
the Harwell Village Hall building fund and we are 
pleased to announce that £202.25 was raised. A similar 
event will take place in November 2011. 

We actively encourage people to pop in and see what 
we do before making up their minds to join us and 
always offer tea and biscuits. The group is for men and 
women. 

Because the group is a self help one and is non profit 
making we have managed to keep our fees to a very 
respectable £2 per session. There is no annual 
membership and you just come when you want to. 

We currently meet in the Harwell Village Hall on a 
Thursday morning 09.30-12.30. 

If you think you would like to join us then please pop in 
and see us. 

Our last meeting in 2010 is 16 December and we start 
again on 13 January 2011 

Julia Hayley, June Levey, Maureen Davies, Jacky 
Hutchinson, Kath Luker.�

Harwell Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5 

weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990 
Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778661548 
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment are also welcome. 

Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning, 
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 

 

 
 

The Cherborne Gallery 

& Pictures Framing Service 

www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk 

Artist and Framer with 25 years experience 
offers a visiting service 

 in your home.  
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell. 

Services include Tapestry Stretching, 
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning 

And Renovation,  

Football Shirts & Memorabilia, 

Coins & Trophies 

Please ring mobile number, allow to ring 
twice, and I will call you back ASAP 

No order paid for unless entirely satisfied 

Call CHERRY on 
07765 345 992 
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Christmas Photo Competition 

You may need a reason to get out over Christmas if the 
cold weather continues, so where in Harwell Parish are 

the objects in these photos? Some are south of the 
village, on the Winnaway – North Drive map. Email 

news@ harwellparish.co.uk with your entry by 10th Jan. 
– for each photo the square with the feature; so if you 
think photo 1 is of the east end of the Church then it 

would be K6. Answers and names of the most observant 
in the February issue. 
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Response from Harwell Parish Council to SODC 
Core Strategy Consultation. 

Question 1 was: What do you think about SODC 
working to the South East Plan numbers? 

Response: Our main concern is the expansion of Didcot, 
and its incursion into Harwell parish. The SE Plan had 
an allocation of 8750 houses for Didcot (6000 SODC, 
2750 Vale). Of the 8750 house approximately 4500 are 
already committed. (GWP etc), and the remainder are 
split roughly 50/50 between SODC (2030) and the Vale 
(2150).  

We continue to question these figures, and specifically 
the figures for the Vale houses in Harwell Parish, 
because: 

·  The doubling in the size of Didcot, without 
supporting infrastructure, will have severe implications 
for Didcot itself, and for the surrounding villages, 
specifically in terms of traffic.  The infrastructure 
resulting from the existing plans (GWP etc) does little 
to solve the problems anticipated in the villages, and it 
doesn’t seem right that the only way we might get funds 
for solutions is to build yet more houses. 

·  The expansion of Didcot towards the 
surrounding villages puts pressure on the rural gap 
between the town and the villages.  The westward 
expansion threatens Harwell, any southern expansion 
threatens the Hagbournes, and the northern expansion 
creeps towards Long Wittenham and Appleford. 

·  The split of the 1500 Growth Point Houses 
50/50 between the Vale and SODC seemed arbitrary, 
and it forced the development of Didcot to the west for 
750 of these houses.  We urge a reconsideration of this 
split, and the allocation of all the Growth Point numbers 
to the SODC. The evidence base supporting the 
numbers is now several years out of date, and there are 
good reasons for putting that evidence into question and 
requesting a review of the housing numbers: 

·  Build rates in the last few years have failed to 
deliver on the plans. GWP is running years late and the 
first house has yet to be built, and there is no sign of 
any development on any of the other committed sites.  
Clearly the demand forecast took no account of the 
recession. 

·  The recession is not yet over, and there must 
be doubts about the future of employment growth in the 
area.  Although the Government’s major spending 
review has protected science funding, it is not clear to 
us that the forecast housing demand is properly 
supported by the growth of employment in SVUK.  In 
fact we are concerned that the skills gap in the area 
(reported to the Didcot Communities Forum as being 
one of the largest in the country) will  not be addressed 
by building large estates of market houses (albeit with a 
percentage of affordable homes) 

·  There is a lot of uncertainty about the impact 
of decisions being made by the Government – Local 
Government funding, Localism Bill, New Homes 
Bonus, Growth Point funding, affordable homes 
financing and targets etc that it seems premature, and 
even foolish, to commit to a 15-year plan. 

·  We would have liked to propose a pause of 
between one and five years in these plans for the 
expansion of Didcot.  It seems to us that with 4500 
committed houses, yet to be built, there is a more than 
adequate flow of real houses for Didcot for the near 
future.  As well as giving time to review the evidence 
base. pausing would give time to examine the impact of 
this planned growth on Didcot Town Centre, the 
transport infra-structure and the traffic impact on the 
surrounding villages. 

However, we understand that delay to the Core Strategy 
is not be possible because of the need to plan for SODC 
as a whole.  But we would still urge that if there is way 
to slow down the expansion of Didcot, it should be 
investigated and adopted. 

Finally, we would like to repeat the observation which 
we made at the consultation workshops, that presenting 
a figure of 2330 houses for the expansion of Didcot is 
very misleading because it ignores the committed 
housing not yet built, and all the housing planned by the 
Vale.  We urge you to continue your co-operation with 
the Vale, and see if there is any way you can work 
together more coherently in the planning of the 
expansion of Didcot so that you avoid presenting only 
the SODC half of the story, and people see a more 
honest presentation of the plans for the expansion of 
Didcot being developed by the two Districts.  

Thank you! 
The event in aid of Money for Madagascar held in the 
Village Hall on 9th October made £735 on the day and 

this, added to further donations from people who 
couldn't attend, has now become £865.  A small amount 

goes a very long way out there, so MfM and Ol' Ma' 
Jackson are hugely grateful to all those who helped in 
the hall, in the kitchen and behind the scenes, to make 
such a splendid result possible.  Look out for a Coffee 
Morning about the same time next year - with plenty 

more jams for sale! 
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Christmas Tree Festival 
Sat 11 December 

Village Hall, 1.30 – 4.30 pm 
Little Pippins Pre School invite everybody to warm up 
to Christmas at the fourth annual Christmas Tree 
Festival. Come along and vote for the ‘best dressed’ 
Christmas tree; decorated by Harwell Organisations. 
The trophy for the best-dressed tree will be presented at 
approximately 16.00 by Cllr Val Shaw, the current Vice 
Chair of Vale of White Horse DC. 

In addition to decorated Christmas Trees there will be 
Christmas refreshments, live music from Bagg’s Tree 
Buskers and Harwell Young Singers, and Santa’s 
grotto, with a visit from the man himself. Hope to see 
you there! 

Ed Vaizey MP Surgeries 

The next is on 10 December at Wantage, Civic Hall. All 
Surgeries are held between 5:30 and 7pm on a Friday. 
There is no need to make an appointment. 

You can also contact him via www.Vaizey.com�
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Free Events at Cornerstone, Didcot. 

Wednesdays 8 Dec at 12.30pm and 16 Dec at 4.30pm - 
Didcot Girls School with Christmas-themed songs. 

Fri 10 Dec - Free Bar Gig from the fantastic Martin 
Harley who performed in the auditorium this year. 

Sat 11 Dec - Couture Christmas Party Nights  with 
delicious party menus, mulled win live music. 

Exhibitions at Cornerstone 

ISIS:     2 December - 9 January 

 

ISIS is a world centre for science with neutrons and 
muons, based at Rutherford Appleton Laboratory on the 

Harwell Science and Innovation Campus.  This 
exhibition shows the beauty of the science - you might 
not understand the science, but there is great beauty in 

the detail of these fantastic photographs. 

Jane Goodhall - The Beautiful Light 

13 January - 13 February 
Jane's collection of photographs capture the beauty of 
the British Isles, revealing transient moments of light 
and surreal and abstract qualities from the landscape. 

 
 

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork 
*Fencing *Garden Clearance 

 
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378 

E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk 

 
BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE  
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine  

and new English oak 

Building Services, extensions, windows, doors, 
carpentry and joinery 

www.fox-wood.co.uk tel: 01235 835553 
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk 
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CONGRATULATIONS  
To the Harwell British Legion Aunt Sally team for 
winning the division E section of the Abingdon and 
District Aunt Sally league, shown here: 

 

Fantastic – well done  - you say!!!!!!!!!!!!!! BUT 
WHAT IS AUNT SALLY? 

Aunt Sally is a fantastic pub game that seems to be 
unique to the Oxford area. Like many of the best pub 
games, Aunt Sally has very few rules and involves 
chucking things. It is a variation of skittles and is said to 
date back to the civil war, introduced by the Royalists. 

It is normally played outdoors in the summer (although 
there are teams that play winter Aunt Sally indoors) 
between two teams, each team consists of 8 players; 
each player has 6 sticks to throw. A stick is a cylindrical 
piece of hard wood approximately 18 inches long by 2 
inches diameter weighing on average 18 ounces. 

 The player stands approximately 24 feet from the target 
called the Dolly. The Dolly is approximately 8 inches 
high and 4 inches in diameter and stands on a metal 
plate (the iron) approximately 3 feet from the ground. 

The player throws the stick under arm and has to knock the 
Dolly cleanly off of the iron, the stick must hit the Dolly first 
and not the iron. A judge stands near the Dolly and has to call 
if it is a clean hit or not, on the night it can be worse than 
being a test cricket umpire as a wrong call can lead to hot 
comments from the player or players team mates (all good 
fun). After all six sticks have been thrown, the judge calls out 
the total scored (0 to 6) and the next player takes his or her 
turn to throw. When all 8 players have finished throwing the 
team total is given and the opposing team takes its turn. When 
both teams have thrown the team with the highest number of 
clean dolls knocked off wins the leg, each match consists of 3 
legs. The team that wins two or more legs wins the match. 
Normally a fourth leg is played, the most important leg, as it 
is the beer leg, normal rules apply but the losing team has to 
buy the winning team a drink. This legs gets very 
competitive!! 

The Abingdon and District league has 8 sections (A-H), 
each section has 9 teams in it, each team plays home 
and away and the home team supplies food at the end of 
the match. League winners receive their trophies at a 
presentation night, good night out! 

If you are interested in playing this great summer game, 
good night out, good food, interesting pubs, nice people 
and a little friendly competition then contact the British 
Legion on 01235 221126 or Fred Davies on 07730 
000229 before the end of January 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING 

Trading Standards Approved 
Gas Safe Registered 
CIPHE Registered 

·  Boiler Servicing 
·  Central Heating Installations 
·  General Plumbing 
·  No job too small 
·  Free Estimates 
·  Emergency call-outs 

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655 
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk 

email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com 
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Little Pippins News 

A big welcome to Jonty Williamson, Thomas 
Brummitt, Phoebe Caudle and Sienna Mitchell who 
have joined us this autumn; we hope they enjoy their 
time with us.  

We would like to thank everyone involved in the very 
successful children’s Halloween Party and we are 
hoping that this will become an annual event.  This 
term’s events to look forward to are the Nativity Play 
on Friday 10th December, the Christmas Tree Festival in 
the Village Hall on Saturday 11th December followed 
by a Santa’s sleigh ride around the village and the 
children’s Christmas party on 17th December.   

On the Saturday 29th January 2011 there will be the ever 
popular Winter Ball in the Village Hall.  Tickets are £65 
per couple inc. supper. For more information and tickets 
please contact pippinsfundraisingteam@hotmail.co.uk  

We are now entering a very exciting phase of our New 
Building project. The main hardwood frame has been 
erected, the roof trusses are in place, windows and 
doors are in situ and the porch and veranda are being 
constructed. We are still on target for completion at the 
end of December, and be ready for occupation in 
January 2011.  We have been extremely fortunate to 
have been granted the money from Oxfordshire County 
Council and with the support from many people and 
organisations in the village we have been able to 
provide early education services to local families. We 
look forward to welcoming you to our new premises.  

Little Pippins Pre-School welcomes children from the 
age of two and half accompanied by an adult and from 
three on their own. The term after their third birthday, 
children are entitled to 6 free sessions. We offer 
morning and afternoon sessions and also run a 
Breakfast Club and have the use of Harwell School’s 
After School Club 3 days a week. We are temporarily 
operating from St Matthew’s Church Hall and are 
looking forward to moving in to our new building in 
January.  If you would like to see what we do please 
call in any time between 9.15am and 3pm. 

We are holding a Parents Induction Evening on 
Wednesday December 15th for parents of children 
starting with us between January and April.  Please call 
us if you would come along. 

Term ends on Fri 17th Dec, we reopen on Wed 5th 
January. If you would like to know more about Little 
Pippins, you can contact Sally Begley (Acting Play 
Leader) or Brenda Pyke (Administrator) on 
07514367815 or by email: littlepippins@btinternet.com 

 

The Seasonal Gardener 

So I heard this week that the holly bushes are overly 
heavy with berries this year and that means we’re in for 
a hard, harsh winter.  Well, I’m not sure my holly has 
more berries than normal but I know for certain that it’s 
so much colder than last year as I have just reread my 
article from last December and I was still waiting for a 
really hard frost this time last year.  No shortage of 
those so far this winter! 

I have to say that I’m a huge fan of the cold frosty days.  
With the clear blue skies and sunshine there’s no winter 
blues, nor any overheating on those outside jobs.  It 
certainly beats putting the garden to bed for winter in 
the pouring rain, or worse the murky drizzle!  It is much 
more pleasant to clear out your shed or greenhouse of 
all the dirt and bugs accumulated over the year when 
it’s sunny.  Dry mud is so much nicer than wet. 

All those ex summer bedding plants, the remains of the 
summer vegetables and the small, thin prunings from 
your flower beds can all go on the compost heap to be 
mixed up and turned ready for compost next year.  
Refill your outside pots with some lovely winter colour.  
It’s not too late for the pansies to shine.  Throw in a few 
shop bought or homemade decorations in your pots to 
make a change from or add to the christmas wreath on 
the door.  Spray some seed heads or prunings with gold 
or silver paint to brighten up your doorstep. A great 
activity to get the kids outside. 

Then, retire inside with a cup or glass of what you like 
best and spend some time pondering how your garden 
looked this year.  Like our houses, gardens need to be 
redecorated every once in a while.  Maybe you didn’t 
get quite so many summer flowers off the regular 
herbaceous performers.  So make a note to dig them up 
and divide them, putting back some of the younger 
outside growth.  Or maybe you couldn’t see your 
flowers because some shrub has got too big for its boots 
and is taking over.  In which case you can’t go wrong in 
winter by giving it a decent haircut.  Most shrubs 
respond well to a hard prune giving you new fresh lush 
growth come spring at a height or spread that’s 
manageable.  And if it all goes pear shaped and dies on 
you then do what I do and console yourself with the fact 
that it was too big for its place anyway and get yourself 
something that will fit the space.  If you’re not sure 
what to get then use some of the miserable drizzly days 
to look through some plant reference books to get some 
ideas.  I can lose hours doing just that! 

Here’s wishing you all a frosty and sunny festive season 
with plenty of toasty warmth inside and lots of lovely 
friends and family to share it with. 

Happy Gardening!                        Sara Southey 
Southey Gardening Solutions                    07860 454514 

 

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of 
Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not those 
of the Parish Council. Items for the February issue should be 
supplied by Jan 22nd - email news@ harwellparish.co.uk 
Distribution is organised by Mrs. Pat Staples, tel. 01235 
833660. Advertising queries to the Clerk – see page 2. 
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Harwell Safari Supper 2011 

The next village Safari Supper will take place on 
Saturday 26th March. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a meal, explore 
the village, meet new faces and raise money for a good 
cause. It is a very popular event - last year it was 
oversubscribed with a total of 96 attending.  

There is a sliding scale of charges depending on your 
participation. Those who provide a course pay less. The 
exact pricing structure is still being worked out and will 
be announced in the New Year when we start to take 
bookings. All money raised this year will go towards 
the Village Hall redevelopment project.  

If you are interested in attending the supper (and have 
not received an email about this recently) or would like 
to find out more, then please contact Debbie Greenfield 
on 01235 820760 or email debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk 
to make sure that you are included on the mailing list.  

How it Works 

Each participant is told in advance which house in the 
Village they are to go to for starter. Once starters are 
over, everyone is given an envelope telling them where 
to go for their main course. After the main course, 
everyone from the whole Safari meets up in the Village 
Hall for dessert and coffee. 

This year wine will be provided by the hosts for the 
starter and main courses. Wine and port will be 
available for purchase in the Village Hall to accompany 
your dessert. 

Couples are kept together but apart from that everyone 
is ‘reshuffled’ after the starter. So you meet different 
people at each course. A map will be provided to help 
you find the houses but please be aware that you may 
have to walk quite a way between courses. 

Anyone can take part. If you don’t live close enough to 
the Village to host a course then you can choose to 
provide a dessert or just come and enjoy the food. If 
you have children who require a babysitter then 
providing a starter can work well, as this reduces the 
number of hours that you are away from your house. 
Providing a main course is the most onerous option and 
is probably not advisable for complete newcomers to 
this event.  

More guidance about timings and what is expected from 
hosts will be issued to all participants before the event.
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With over 120 recipes donated by local residents 
A must have for your kitchen and also makes the 

perfect Christmas Present ! 
Available from Bob's Family Butchers  

or telephone Sarah on 835416 

Special Price For December Only 
£5 per copy (usually £8) 

All proceeds go to Little Pippins Pre-School, Harwell, 
Registered Charity No. 1105994 

 


