
HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 25th April 2013
at 7.30pm in Harwell Village Hall

Present: Councillors Mr D Marsh, Mrs K Beswick OBE Mrs D Boughton-Waite
Mr M Fox-Davies Ms R. Barnett Mrs D. Turner Mr M Ricketts
County Councillor Mr S Lilly
District Councillors Mrs M Turner Mr R Waite
Mr David Woolley & four members of Our Street Corner Youth Club
Mr Andrew Cattermole, Taylor Wimpey & Mr Steven Neil & Mr Craige Burden, Boyer
Associates Grove Road Housing proposal
Approximately 80 members of the public.

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Mr David Marsh, welcomed those present and outlined the Agenda, saying
that because there were two potentially long items it had been decided hold a separate meeting the following
Tuesday 30th April to cover the Vale of White Horse District Council’s Local Plan.

Apologies:

Minutes of the 2012 Annual Parish Meeting:
These had been on display before the meeting and were approved.

Chairman’s Report:
The Chairman introduced the Parish Councillors who were present and also the District and County Councillors,
saying that while there would shortly be a County Council election, both Parish and District Councillors were
halfway through their 4-year term.

He thanked the Clerk, Mrs Stephanie Taylor, who could not be present, and the three grounds staff, for their
work over the past year. He also thanked those involved with the Parish Newsletter, the editor Martin Ricketts,
who had produced his 100th edition during the year, and the distributors led by Mrs Pat Staples.

The main activity of the Council over the previous year had been the Play Area refurbishment. The total cost
would be about £90k, with one phase yet to be done. Contributions had come from various sources, to whom
thanks were due. Village organisations had contributed about £2k and local companies £3k. The youth group,
Our Street Corner had been busy fundraising, and at this point Mr Marsh invited them to come forward. Mr
David Woolley, their Treasurer, and four of the group presented the Parish Council with a cheque for £5,500. Mr
Woolley said this was made up of £60 from donations on Local Giving, £90 from a Christmas Raffle, where the
main prize was donated by Sovereign Vale Housing, £350 from Baggs Tree Buskers, and £5000 from Comic
Relief through Oxfordshire Community Fundraisers.

Mr Marsh said he also wished to thank all the village organisations and fund-raisers who had contributed to
making the village such a great place.

Mason’s Funfair:

The Chairman introduced Lee Meech saying the Council was interested in Parishioners’ views of having the
funfair on the Recreation Ground. Mr Meech said that the family-run firm had rides that were more suited to
families than teenagers and not like the ones to be seen at the big Abingdon fair. He showed pictures of some;
one was built in 1902 and one, the Fly-O-Plane, came to Britain from the US for the Festival of Britain in 1951.
Typical opening hours were 2 – 9.30pm on a Saturday and 2 – 8pm on Sunday. They have visited several local
villages. In response to questions, he said they would respect any decision not to let them come if the Rec. was
too wet. Mr Marsh said that it had not yet been decided where in they Rec they might operate, but the effect on
neighbours would be taken into account. One Parishioner said there had always been a funfair before the Feast
in her youth, and another asked the PC to take account the views of children also.

Parish Organisations:

The Chairman introduced Mr David Woolley as a member of the Harwell & Hendred Youth Football Club
management committee to say a bit about the club. Mr Woolley said the Club was 9 years old and wanted to
give as many children as possible the opportunity to take part in sport. They currently had 120 children in 8
teams from Under 8 to Under 18 using facilities here in Harwell, in the Hendreds and on the laboratories site.
The Under 9 and Under 11 teams were currently top in their leagues, and the first Girls’ team was starting. They
were intending to expand by roughly a team per year for at least a couple more years and were looking to
increase the number of pitches in use on the Rec. to get more children enjoying a high-quality experience.



Village Improvements:

The Chairman introduced Mrs Dee Boughton-Waite who said that the Parish Council had decided a modest sum
should be devoted to improvement and they were currently selecting places where improvements might be
made, such as entrances to the village, the bus shelter and the Recreation Ground mainly by suitable planting.
There could be additional seating in the Rec; one was being made available by the W.I. Pictures of the sites were
on tables at the back of the hall and people were invited to add comments.

Village Quiz:

The Chairman then said he would like to give some statistics from the 2011 census, but in the form of a quiz,
inviting answers before revealing the truth. The first interesting fact was that the population had not changed
from 2001, and had only increased by about 2% since 1979. There followed interesting figures on housing,
employment and car-ownership. [Further details are on the Parish website.]

Vale Local Plan:

Mr Marsh outlined the recent history, from 2009 when Valley Park was included in the Core Strategy as it was
then called, though the now defunct Interim Housing Supply Strategy, to the present where the Vale of White
Horse D.C. has now published a draft Local Plan for consultation. Recent Government actions have included the
Localism Act and it is now possible for Counties to consider modifying access to Trunk roads, and for us this
could mean access to and from the north of the A34 at Chilton. The draft Local Plan, while having the link road
/ Harwell bypass from Valley Park to the Reading Road does not actually include the Harwell Field section,
south of the A417 to the laboratories. More about this would be said on the following Tuesday.

Grove Road Alder View Proposal:

The Chairman introduced Mr Andrew Cattermole of Taylor Wimpey and Mr Steven Neil & Mr Craige Burden
of Boyer Associates. They described the proposal to build about 65 houses on the 2.59 hectare site between
Grove Road and the school. Vehicle access to Grove Road would be shared with Manor Green. They gave
details of the consultation exercise based on their initial plans; there were 76 responses, of which 44% were
happy with the proposal, 41% unhappy and 15% unsure. The main concerns were about traffic, that there was
enough housing already, and open space provision. There was mention that the plans should include some
bungalows for older residents. When asked what community facilities might be supported by the proposal, there
was mention of the Village Hall, footpaths, and a cricket pitch.

The revised plan was described, which had bungalows adjacent to Manor Green, increased parking, and
pedestrian access direct from Westfield. Construction traffic would be routed by farm tracks from near
Rowstock on the Reading Road. The initial planning application would be for outline permission only, allowing
for further adjustment of the scheme. There would be 40% so-called affordable dwellings.

In answer to questions, it was said that parking spaces had been increased from the initial plan, to 2.1 per
dwelling. There were concerns expressed regarding the additional traffic on Grove Road. In reply it was said
that it had been estimated there would be an additional 30 journeys during the morning peak hour; their traffic
consultants were not currently advising additional works on Grove Road, but if Highways asked they would of
course comply. There would be a pedestrian route through Westfield, which would be a route to a lot of village
services that avoided Grove Road. The overall housing density would be 24 per hectare compared with 22 on
Manor Green and a Government norm of 30. The 40% affordable figure was queried, as the Great Western Park
figure had started at 40% but had been reduced to 30%. The reply was that the GWP change was due to a
changed financial climate which was not applicable in this case.

There was a query regarding the eastern boundary of the site, as there had reportedly been difficulty getting
work done on the trees adjacent to the footpath. The reply was that it ran through the line of trees, but they
agreed to check on this. Regarding management of the open spaces, there might be a management company to
which residents contributed, or it might be vested in the Parish or District Council. A questioner asked about the
condition of the trees, saying some others nearby of similar age were diseased. It was stated that a survey had
considered them ‘moderately’ healthy.

There was a comment that the site extended beyond the boundary of the village; although the western limit was
in line with the school’s boundary, a large part of the latter was playing field. It was said that the District
Council no longer had a policy on village envelopes. There was also a comment that the land was graded 3a,
that is Best and Most Versatile.

The representatives asked for any further ideas to which Section 106 monies might be used. They aimed to have
a website, www.alderviewharwell.co.uk, active by May 3rd. The Chairman thanked them before closing the
meeting.

Minutes by M Ricketts 29th April 2013


