
HPC 2015-04-14 Page 1 of 5

HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 14th April 2015 at 7.30 pm in the recreation ground
pavilion

Present: Mr D Marsh (Chairman) Mrs K Beswick OBE (Vice-Chair) Mrs S Gaspar Miss R Barnett
Mr G Buxton Mrs D Boughton-Waite Mr M Ricketts Ms D Greenfield
Mr M Fox-Davies Mrs C Convery Mr S Lilly (County Cllr)
Mrs M Turner & Mr R Waite (District Cllrs) Mrs S Taylor (Parish Clerk)

1. Open Forum, including

a) Representations from members of the public – none present

b) Reports from County & District Councillors & Police

PCSO Deane reported that recent crimes in the village included theft of 2 bicycles from Jennings Lane, garage
broken into in Westfield, cautions for use of air rifles at Zulu Farm, and anti-social behaviour by youngsters in
various locations. The SID machine has been used on the A417 and B4493. The next Have Your Say meeting is
scheduled for 9 May; PCSO Deane confirmed that the meetings are sometimes held inside the village hall. A
Harwell Action Day is planned shortly, in which officers will visit residents to talk about the Thames Valley Alert
system.

Mr Lilly reported that the Thriving Oxfordshire Corporate Plan has been updated, to cover the period to 2018.
Trading Standards officers have acted to stop rogue traders operating against local senior citizens. Didcot station
car park is to be enlarged further, parts of it to be 2-storey. Work on Milton Interchange is now slightly behind
schedule; OCC is hoping to restrict use of the A34 by large lorries during peak hours. Hagbourne Hill has re-opened
but some work is still to be done. He also apologised for recent remarks in Harwell News, and said an update would
be put in the next edition, and sooner on the parish council website.

The District councillors are currently in purdah, but the Parish Council wished to record thanks to them for their
hard work whilst serving their term of office.

2. Approve Minutes of the March meeting

APPROVED, and signed as a true record by Mr Marsh.

3. Declarations of interest, apologies for absence, requests for dispensation

Apologies for absence received from Mrs Turner.

4. External liaison (note meetings attended or to be attended by councillors)

Mrs Convery and Mr Marsh attended the VWHDC Planning Committee meeting at which the Blenheim Hill application
was discussed. The officers decided to permit the application to go ahead, although formal confirmation of this has yet
to be received.

Mr Marsh attended a Development Forum re Valley Park. A representative of Didcot Town Council was also there;
other attendees were from developers and the VWHDC planning department. Planners have identified problems with
the outline application and have suggested modifications.

5. Local Planning matters

a) consider options for the strip of public open space between the new bungalows in Greenwood Meadows and the
footpath running next to Manor Green

Taylor Wimpey has informally suggested the removal of a fence at the rear of the new bungalows, which would allow
easier maintenance. The resulting strip of land would be outside the development and the parish council may be asked
to consider maintaining it, with the contribution of a commuted sum to finance the maintenance. The council had no
objections in principle to the removal of the fence and will consider options once it has been formally approached.
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b) Note permissions, refusals, withdrawals and approve responses to other current planning applications – see report

c) Approve draft response to Science Vale Area Action Plan

Mr Marsh had drafted a response; subject to final minor amendments, the draft was APPROVED.

d) Approve type of bus shelter for installation at various locations in Great Western Park and on B4493

DEFERRED as no new information received.

6. Financial matters

a) Note quarterly budget report

The budget was slightly underspent overall, with overspends in some areas and extra income from grants and pitch
fees. Subject to minor amendment once the year end bank reconciliation and audit figures have been prepared.

b) Approve request from Harwell RBL Club for funding for planting scheme

Mrs Gaspar PROPOSED that £200 be donated to the Club towards its planting scheme, with the proviso that local
suppliers should be used where possible. SECONDED by Mr Fox-Davies and APPROVED (all in favour, no
abstentions).

c) Approve payments schedule – APPROVED

7. Matters relating to Council-owned lands and Council business

a) Undertake brief review of committee structure and suggestions for future committee structure

Following discussion, it was hoped that the new council will be able to hold separate meetings for planning and Lands
matters, with individual councillors concentrating on one aspect of large planning applications so that the workload is
shared out.

b) Approve that the Parish Council pays for a demonstration pump track/bike track on the recreation ground for
Harwell Feast day, and consider and agree the best way of promoting the facility

Mr Marsh PROPOSED an amendment to the motion, so that it read

Approve that the Parish Council pays a maximum of £800 for a demonstration pump track/bike track on the
recreation ground for Harwell Feast day, and consider and agree the best way of promoting the facility

The amendment was APPROVED unanimously with no abstentions.

Voting on the amended resolution was unanimously in favour, with no abstentions.

c) Pavilion –

i) Receive a report on progress on Legionella prevention actions.

Clerk reported that she is waiting for a plumber to start the necessary work, and had contacted Broadwater with some
queries. Some training may be required for staff before the suggested monitoring regime can begin.

ii) Receive a report on progress re step outside Pavilion

Staff to attend to this as soon as possible.

d) Cemetery –

i) Agree that action should be taken to improve the strip at the east end of the Cemetery.
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Council agreed that action is required. Mr Ricketts volunteered to put a list of suggestions together for the Lands &
Planning Committee to discuss. ACTION: MR

ii) Note that work to trees may be delayed because of the need for a cherry picker

A new quote has been issued which is more expensive than the original, as the work will necessitate the use of a cherry
picker. DEFERRED for further discussion, as the work will not take place until the autumn.

iii) Consider whether a memorial tablet 18” x 18” may be put on an existing full grave

Following discussion, it was AGREED that the tablet may be installed as long as it sits flush with the ground.

8. Parish matters

a) Consider any final items for APM agenda

No further items, but the meeting may have to be postponed because of confusion about the purdah period; it is
still not clear whether the APM could be seen as a platform for electioneering, and Mr Marsh has contacted
VWHDC again for advice.

b) thank the editor of Harwell News for his work over the last four years, and review any issues that might have
arisen

Thanks were expressed to Mr Ricketts for his work as editor during the last 4 years. There were no major issues to
report.

c) Note request from resident that a dog waste bin is placed near North Drive

Noted. DEFERRED for further discussion, while ownership of the verges in the vicinity is established. ACTION: Clk

9. Correspondence and circulars received by the Clerk

The RBL has requested permission for its annual Poppy Walk, including parking on the west field, to take place on 10
th

May. There were no objections.
Didcot Dragons has requested permission to hold a korfball tournament on the recreation ground on 22

nd
August.

There were no objections; Clerk to liaise.
The keys to the new noticeboard at Great Western Park have been given to the clerk.
Mr Marsh was contacted by VWHDC about artwork for Alder View; the developers favour something for the village hall.
Further discussions to follow.
Advice has been received from OCC about beacons to commemorate VE Day (8

th
May).

Grove Road is to be closed for 8 weeks from 20th April. Diversions via The Croft.
The rot in the timber seating on the recreation ground is not covered by warranty; grounds staff will effect repairs as
necessary.
VWHDC arboriculturalist called the clerk to discuss the tree which was cut back in Townsend. VWHDC is not intending
to take the matter any further and is happy that the situation regarding work to trees is understood.
Clerk had been advised by the developers that a revised application for the site on Reading Road will be submitted with
a significantly reduced number of houses.

10. Chairman’s remarks

Mr Marsh thanked all councillors for their work during their terms of office; he and Mrs Beswick were duly thanked in
turn by the other councillors.
The clerk pointed out that as there will be an election this will involve costs to the parish.

11. Items for next meeting – none.

The meeting closed at 9.45 pm.

Minutes prepared by Mrs S Taylor (Parish Clerk) Signed…………………………………………………………………………..Date……………………………………………
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Reports
Item 5 b –

Applications dealt with by the Lands & Planning Committee

P15/V0491/PDO
The Court High Street Harwell OX11 0EY
Change of use from Use Class B1(a) Offices to a single Use Class C3 Dwellinghouse.

No response required.

P15/V0415/RM
Great Western Park Didcot
Reserved matters application following Outline permission P02/V01594/O for District Neighbourhood Square.
P15/V0416/DIS
Land at Didcot Road Harwell
Discharge conditions 27, 28, 29, 35, 41, 43, 44, 47 and 52 of Outline permission P02/V1594/O. Mixed-use urban extension of
3300 new dwellings together with associated open sapce, lesiure, community, local shops and services and drainage and utility
infrastructure.
P15/V0427/LB
Close Cottage Townsend Harwell OX11 0DX
Demolition of existing porch. Erection of new porch and alterations to store room.
P15/V0423/LB
Locktons Farmhouse Church Lane Harwell Didcot OX11 0EZ
Repairs to South elevation and its two chimneys to mitigate significant moisture ingress experienced during heavy rain and
storm conditions, to include - removal of vegetation; - repointing with lime mortar including replacement of areas of hard
cement; - replacement of spalled bricks; - replacement of the fillet detail at the abutment with the chimney stack where
cracked; - repair of crack in chimney; - replacement of the sand and cement fillet detail at the abutment of the roof and walls

No comments in respect of the above 4 applications.

P15/V0594/HH
6 The Cleave OX11 0EW

Erection of a conservatory to the side of the property
P15/V0556/FUL
Land adjacent to Silverdown Reading Road OX11 0LU

Erection of one dwelling with integral garage (amendment to Plot 2 of planning permission P13/V2676/FUL).

No comments in respect of the above 2 new applications.

P15/V0636/O
Russets Reading Road OX11 0LW

Outline application for demolition of existing garage. Erection of a detached chalet bungalow.

Committee wished to respond that as the property is located within the North Wessex Downs AONB, more information is
required regarding the size, scale and location of the proposed building before an opinion can be submitted by the Council.

PERMISSIONS since March meeting

P15/V0167/FUL
Harrow House Burr Street Harwell Didcot OX11 0DT
Proposed Single Storey "Barn Style" 1 Bed Granny Annex on south side of Harrow House Plot (10m x 4m internal dimensions).
P15/V0134/LB
Fairlawn Church Lane Harwell Didcot OX11 0EZ
Replace existing front door with identical (as far as possible), and paint.
P14/V2712/SCR
Phase 1 Harwell Oxford Campus Chilton
EIA Screening Opinion request regarding the proposed Phase 1 development at the Harwell Oxford Campus.
(Decision: EIA screening required)
P14/V1886/FUL
land to the rear of Firs and Ambleside Didcot Road Harwell
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Erection of 12 no. dwellings and associated infrastructure.(as amended by drawings received 11 February 2015)
P14/V2890/HH
Harvest Way Didcot Road Harwell Didcot OX11 6DL
Extension to garage to provide additional parking and storage space and studio on the first floor.
P15/V0201/D
Building B540 Becquerel Avenue Harwell DIDCOT Oxon OX11 0TQ
Demolition of building B540.

NEW APPLICATIONS

P15/V0719/FUL
Land adj Fieldside Didcot Road Harwell OX11 6DH
Erection of a pair of two storey 4-bed detached dwellings with integral garages served by a shared vehicular access.

The Council was disappointed that this application did not form part of the original application for the church building. There
were concerns about the access onto the B4493, which was very close to the church’s access point; it would be preferable to
share that access. The Council also felt that the houses were too large for the plot size.

P15/V0680/DIS
Land at Didcot Road Harwell
Discharge condition 12 (development strategy) of planning permission P02/V1594/O. Mixed-use urban extension of 3300 new
dwellings together with associated open sapce, leisure, community, local shops and services and drainage and utility
infrastructure
P15/V0664/DIS
Land at Didcot Road Harwell
Partial discharge of condition 16 of plannig permission P02/V1594//O. (Re-submission of P13/V2166/DIS) Mixed-use urban
extension of 3,300 new dwellings together with associated open sapce, leisure, community, local shops and services and
drainage and utility infrastructure.
P15/V0575/EZ
Land north of Fermi Avenue and south of Thompson Avenue Harwell Campus Didcot OX11 0RA
Outline application for Buildings for research and development, laboratories, office and commercial use workshops,leisure and
restaurant uses, gym, accommodation, including serviced and short stay accommodation. for staff and visitors,ancillary retail,
access, car parking, associated infrastructure and landscaping.
P15/V0574/EZ
Land north of Fermi Avenue Harwell Campus Didcot OX11 0RA
New Internal Campus access road.
P15/V0566/EZ
Fermi Avenue Harwell Campus Didcot OX11 0RA
Innovation Centre for research and development, laboratories, office and commercial use and leisure/restaurant development
with access, car parking and landscaping.
P14/S3340/RM
Parcel SN01BCDEF of Great Western Park consisting of the erection of 453 dwellings, landscaping, surface water attenuation
infrastructure, southern spine road, estate roads and associated infrastructure. An Environmental Statement was submitted
with the outline application.(as amended by drawings accompanying letter from Agent dated 18 March 2015 and foul drainage
statement dated 24 March 2015)
Parcel SN01BCDEF Didcot (in the parishes of West Hagbourne, East Hagbourne & Didcot)

Council had no comments on the above 6 applications. Mr Marsh had sought clarification on the status of Enterprise Zone
(EZ) applications, as it was unclear whether these are part of the same consultation process as other applications.

P15/S0433/FUL
Demolition of existing buildings and construction of 1 and 2 storey buildings comprising retail units (Use Class A1), flexible retail
units (Use classes A1/A3), restaurants (Use Class A3), a gym (Use Class D2); replacement public toilets; new public realm;
improvements to existing public realm;new landscaping;realignment of drainage channel and alterations to access comprising
amendments to the existing parking layout;additional car,motorcycle and cycle parking;new servicing area;new and amended
access from the highway (including relocated bus route and closure of the High Street to allow redevelopment for for retail use)
and altered/new pedestrian access.
Orchard Shopping Centre Didcot OX11 7LL

The Council objected to the proposal to run buses past the Cornerstone building.


