
 

 

 
The Harwell News 

The Village Comes Together.  

October and November were busy months for Harwell seeing our growing 

village come out in droves, firstly to the opening of the new Orchard Hall 

back in October following a long redevelopment project; Following this 

(pictured above) the Village watched a beautiful display of fireworks at the 

Harwell Scouts’ annual display at Harwell School and most recently 

villagers came together to share two minutes of silence and lay wreathes 

on armistice day in memory of those who we have lost and those who 

continue to fight (pictured top) - Even throughout the recent cold weather 

the village has continued to show its community spirit that is sure to carry 

on into the coming Christmas season!  
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Summary of Parish Council Meetings

Tuesday 11th October 2016 

There was a briefing from Galliford Try, contractors to OCC, 
regarding Harwell Link Road. A works compound will be sited 
opposite the Kingswell. Work is scheduled to start when the 
Chilton Slip Roads are finished and to continue for around 52 
weeks. Regular updates are to be available on the OCC website 
(oxfordshire.gov.uk/harwelllink). OCC confirmed that final 
completion of land acquisitions is imminent. 

A bulletin on the status of the Local Plan has been released by 
VWHDC.  Reports were received from County & District 
Councillors & Police. The Council reviewed application 
P16/V2088/FUL Land North of Fermi Avenue Harwell Campus 
and P15/V0566/EZ and had no objection.  

Mr Fox-Davies reported that the final estimate of the build cost for 
the village hall refurbishment project, for Contract 1, has increased 
to around £388,000, mainly because of extra drainage costs, work 
on the car park and fencing, i.e an increase of around £15,000. Of 
the final two retention payments of 2.5% each, the first is due on 
completion but the second is not due for around 12 months after 
the end of building, and there is approximately £4,000 in Section 
106 reserves which was extra to expected funds. It was noted that 
there may be a short-term cash flow issue when the final payment 

is due. Council to monitor the situation. It was also noted that 
further S106 funds will be payable on or before the Grove Road 
North development begins to be occupied. The new hall should be 
opened for use shortly.  

The Council approved the eleventh Fennell Blake invoice 
(September 2016) relating to the council-contracted works on the 
Village Hall Refurbishment Project. Also the schedule of payments 
for September was approved. 

The Clerk to contact an accountant with a view to setting up an 
accounting system that makes it easier to produce monthly reports 
and management accounts. The external audit findings were 
noted and the annual return was approved. 

The Council approved, that in principle a bench be purchased for 
installation near the High Street bus stop. 

Following the appointment of a new Harwell News editor, Mr 
Marsh expressed congratulations and thanks to the new editor 
Rebekah Pearson on behalf of the Council.  

The Council invites local organisations to donate a tree for the 
cemetery planting scheme and that a hedge of up to 200 native 
plants is planted along the west and north boundaries of the new 
section in the cemetery

 

Tuesday 8th November 2016 

Update reports were received from County & District Councillors. 
A number of councillors attended external liaison meetings.  

Council reviewed application P16/V2359/FUL   Orchard House, 
High Street. A Transport Plan was submitted but Council felt it 
did not give a true picture of parking in the vicinity and resolved 
to object. 

Council approved the twelfth Fennell Blake invoice (October 
2016) relating to the council- contracted works on the Village Hall 
Refurbishment Project. 

South & Vale young carers supplied information about the 
organisation and Council approved a grant of £100. Schedule of 
payments for November was approved. 

Council formally thanked the village hall trustees for their work so 
far and to congratulate them on the opening of the new village 
hall renamed as Orchard Hall. The opening session had been 
held and the new hall is now open for use. 

Harwell Recreation Ground Facilities Committee; Council 
agreed, in principle, subject to satisfactory Business Case and 
other agreements, especially with existing users, that the 
Pavilion could be passed to the Harwell Scout Group to refurbish 
and run as a Youth Facility for the benefit of the Scout Group 

and others in the village. Council agreed that a Business Case 
should be put together by the Harwell Recreation Ground 
Facilities Committee for the construction of a new changing 
facility at the Rec. The Business Case should include an analysis 
of the risks, an assessment of the level of engagement of the 
sports clubs and the likelihood of obtaining funding. Also that the 
Council agreed not to seek to develop the RBL Club building or 
the Bowls Club hut but should support those organisations to 
fulfil their requirements where possible within their remit and 
available funding. 

Council agreed that individual named councillors should be 
nominated to act as liaison between each of the users of the 
Harwell Recreation Ground and the Council. 

A number of correspondence & circulars have been received by 
the Clerk for further details please see full minutes on the parish 
website. 
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Ed Vaizey Parish News  
 
October - Since Parliament’s return form the summer recess I 
have used my new role as a backbencher to ask a number of 
questions and hold debates in the chamber.  
 
I have asked the Home office about cyber crime – an area of 
increasing concern, and one where I am keen to see more 
specialist recruitment into the Police.  On Brexit, an issue of huge 
concern to so many of my constituents, I also questioned the new 
Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union about 
reassurances for the creative industries after Brexit.  Finally, I 
asked the new Justice Secretary about how the arts can help 
rehabilitate offenders in the criminal justice system. I also 
attended the debate on the BBC Charter and asked about diversity, 
and made a speech in the debate on the Digital Economy Bill, 
focusing on the success of the rural broadband programme in my 
constituency.  The new broadband Universal Service Obligation 
will be of great importance to rural areas such as Wantage and 
Didcot.   
 
On constituency issues, I used Transport Questions to secure a 
meeting with the Minister responsible for highways, John Hayes, 
to discuss issues with safety on the A34. This meeting is to be 
held next month, and I am looking forward to discussing some 
ideas on how safety on the A34 can be improved.  
 
I also hosted a debate on funding in the arts, where I called on the 
Government to increase funding and support to the arts and 
heritage. 
 
Thames Water have contacted me to let me know about their new 
‘Bin it don’t block it’ campaign, aimed at alerting the public of the 
problems created when fat, oil and grease is poured down drains 
and when wet wipes are flushed down toilets. Over the last year 
there were 3025 blockages in our area. Over the next 6 weeks, 
Thames Water will be contacting residents to encourage them to 
change their behaviour, and prevent these blockages and their 
consequences from occurring.  
 

November - I’ve had a busy month in Parliament. On national 
issues, I took part in the debate on the BBC Charter Review, the 
Cultural Property Bill which aims to implement the Hague 
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property, and a debate 
on press freedom.  

On local issues I secured a visit from the new Secretary of State 
for Education to our amazing University Technical College based 
in Didcot, pressed for Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
to start their review into the future of Wantage Community Hospital 
during Health Questions, and welcomed the Department for 
Health’s review into the funding of community pharmacies. 

I was successful in securing a debate on the safety of the A34. 
During this debate the roads Minister, John Hayes MP, agreed to 
undertake a safety review of the A34, which was an excellent 
outcome for my constituents and those in the wider area. 

Highways England have been tasked to carry out the study, and 
are inviting interested parties such as the local Councils and police 
force to take part. I will make sure that my constituents’ views and 
concerns are represented. 

We also had some success in highlighting the plight of the AEAT 
pensioners with Ministers, many of whom live within my 
constituency, and who have lost a significant amount of their 
pension following the closure of AEAT. I am calling for an urgent 
independent enquiry along with changes in the law to allow the 
Pensions Ombudsman to investigate the situation. 

After I raised my concerns about the disruption that would be 
caused by a planned two week closure of Challow Bridge, I was 
pleased that Network Rail listened and put forward a new plan for 
these works. These works will now take place on the weekends of 
18th and 25th November between 10pm and 6am to limit the 
disruption. 

Finally, I would like to highlight a number of local community 
groups that have applied for funding from the Aviva Community 
Fund. Friends of O.S.C.A.R., Harwell Village Hall, Riding for the 
Disabled Association Abingdon, Marcham Women’s Institute, 
Buckland CofE Primary School, Blewbury Village Hall, Cholsey 
Holiday Playscheme and Wallingford Boys Brigade have all made 
applications, and funding will be awarded to those with the most 
public votes.  Voting is open until 18th November, and can be 
undertaken https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/acfcms/get-
involved. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing issues that 
you would like help with.  Either myself or one of my team will get 
back to you as soon as possible and do what we can to assist. 
You can contact me on any matter at the House of Commons, 
SW1A 0AA, dicksonce@parliament.uk or 020 7219 6350. Email 
is the quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a 
very close eye on my emails and can reply very quickly.   Details 
of my activities in Parliament can be read on my website, 
https://www.vaizey.com. I also send out occasional general 
interest emails about developments in the Wantage and Didcot 
Constituency. If you would like to be added to the distribution list, 
please complete the online form at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP.  
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Harwell Scouts News 

We would like to thank 
the villagers who, 
despite the rain all day, 
braved the British 
elements and came to 
the recent Scouts 
firework display. The 
turnout was excellent 

again this year and we were able to reward you by not running dry 
this time. We now look forward to next year. Last, but not least, 
we would like to thank Harwell School, the head Bryn Gibson, and 
his team for allowing us to have the event at the school and for 
helping to make this a successful night.  

The Scout Christmas Postal Service returns 

The Scout Christmas postal scheme has been running locally for 
the past 35 years providing the communities of Didcot, Harwell, 
Chilton and Hagbourne with a service for delivery of cards. At 30p 
a card the service is of course good value when compared to 
conventional Mail, saves legwork, and provides a welcome 
income to Scout funds. 

Sadly, a combination of dwindling Scout membership in key 
participating groups coupled with the significant increase of 
housing within the town has led the Didcot team to declare the job 
now beyond their capability; consequently, they have this year 
reluctantly withdrawn from the scheme. 

Harwell group will however be continuing for the benefit of those 
living within their catchment area and we hope residents will make 
full use of Scout Post as a continued and expanding use will 
ensure the scheme is viable for this year and the future.  

For 2016 we will be placing our boxes in the usual places (see 
advertisement) and making deliveries over two weekends. Boxes 
will be emptied at 4pm on Thursday’s the 8th and Thursday 15th 
December with delivery two to three days thereafter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, we can only accept cards for delivery to  

• Harwell,  

• AEA - North and South Drive. 

• Chilton,  

• Chilton Fields,  

• Rowstock,  

• West Hagbourne,  

• Upton.  

• Steventon (new for 2016) 

• Great Western Park South of Boundary Park only 
[Greenwood Way, Harebell Road, Bramble Lane, Orchard Mews, 
Chestnut Drive, Cherry Tree Road, Foxglove Way, Ivy Close, The 
Poplars and Holly Lane] 

Please do not post cards to Didcot, East Hagbourne, Milton, or 
any other areas not listed as we will be unable to deliver or return 
them. 

When addressing the cards please provide Name of recipient - 
House Number and Street – Village/Town (The post code is only 
required if the house has a Name as opposed to a Number).  

Scouting in Harwell continues to flourish with over 180 youth 
members currently registered, supported by a large team of 
volunteer Leaders.  We are always seeking more adult support, 
should you be new to the community and have time to give Local 
Scouting please get in touch either by calling Brian on 07736 
691426 or Mailing gsl@harwellscouting.org. 
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WHAT’S ON AT THE VILLAGE CLUB 

 

Here are the upcoming events at the Village 
Club (British Legion) over the next few weeks.  
They are open to everyone; you can get tickets 
in advance or on the door.  We’d love to see you 
there! 

Saturday 10 December 8pm 
Christmas Quiz with Christmas 
Prizes 

Are you the cleverest team in Harwell?  Come 
and find out! 

Quiz entry £1 per person.  
Maximum team size 4. 

£5 for supper - traditional 
Christmas Fayre. 

Sunday 11 December 2-5pm 
Children’s Christmas Party 

This includes a wonderful tea 
party with jelly and ice cream, a 
disco and a special visit from 
Father Christmas himself!  £5 per 
child – MUST book in advance 
so Santa is prepared! 

 

Friday 16 December Christmas 
Draw 

Tickets will be available in the Club – fantastic 
prizes! 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 17 December 8pm 
FDK’s Christmas With Cheese 
Disco 

Cheese, cheese and 
more cheese! Following 

on from his 
hugely 
successful 
disco in September FDK is back with 
Christmas cheese…   

£5 per ticket and food is available. 

Saturday 31 December 8pm New 
Year’s Eve Party 

Dance in the New Year 
with your friends to live 
music from Emma Jane 
who covers all types of 
music from ballads, 
Motown and chart topping favourites.  

 £15 each and includes Ploughman’s supper. 

Saturday 28 January Burns Night 
Celebration 

£10 a ticket. A fabulous 
traditional Burns Night with 
Haggis, Neeps, Tatties and a 
little nip of something golden..  
And a real Piper too! 

And finally – 
Saturday 25 February 

Vintage Party Night featuring 
The Silhouette Show £10 a 
ticket, more details to follow in 
the next newsletter… 

 

Harwell Village Club, Westfield, Harwell, OX11 0LG 

Tel – 01235 797070 or Yvonne – 07743635970  
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Having problems at university? Contact Citizens Advice

Autumn is the season of yellowing leaves, darkness in the 
evenings, a stern chill in the mornings, and difficult goodbyes as 
children leave home for university. For many, this transition from 
family life to independent living can be difficult and stressful to 
manage.  

And once on campus, or especially in private rented 
accommodation, new students can find themselves facing the 
jaundiced indifference of adult life as they struggle with practical 
problems which they hadn’t anticipated: "What's the best way to 
revise for exams?" "I don't like my course - can I transfer to a 
different one?" "How do I open a bank account?" "I have a 
disability - what about wheelchair access?" "Does my landlord 
have responsibility for repairs?" "Can I get a part-time job?" In 
addition, there are all the questions they forgot to ask their 
parents: "How do you cook spaghetti?" "Where do I put the 
powder in the washing machine?"   

The glorious liberation that college life is supposed to be, the 
golden key that unlocks the door of life and gives access to 
unbridled freedom and fulfilment, seems very far away when 
you're wondering why you don't have any friends, or have failing 
grades, or feel cripplingly homesick, or can't pay your rent. 

Many of us at Citizens Advice have been through all of this. If you 
are a first-year student, or about to become one, or if you feel that 
you can't cope with undergraduate life, or if you need support, 
contact us. For further help visit www.citizensadvice.co.uk, 
phone 03444 111 444 or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. 
For locations and opening hours see 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale 
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is an independent 
charity that provides the local Citizens Advice service. Our 150 
skilled volunteers work from 5 locations and are supported by 10 
full time equivalent staff. All our income is raised locally.

Safari Supper 

The next Harwell Safari Supper will take place on Saturday 1st 
April 2017. This popular Village event is an opportunity to enjoy 
good food and good company in the houses of Harwell residents, 
and to widen your circle of friends. 

During the evening of the Safari you will receive a starter at one 
private house in the Village and a main course at another. 
Everyone then meets up for dessert and coffee at the Village Hall. 

Each participant is told in advance which house in the Village they 
are to go to for starter. Once starters are over, everyone is given 
a plan telling them where to go for their main course. After the 
main course, everyone from the whole Safari meets up in the 
Village Hall for dessert and coffee. 

The maximum price for this three-course meal, including wine with 
the first two courses, is £30 per head. The charge is reduced for 
those who host a starter or a main course or provide a dessert. 

Anyone with an association to Harwell village can take part. If you 
don’t live close enough to the centre of the Village to host a course 
then you can choose to provide a dessert or just come and enjoy 
the food. 

Couples are kept together but apart from that everyone is 
‘reshuffled’ after the starter so you meet different people at each 
course. Please be aware that you may have to walk some distance 
between courses. Don't be put off if you don't have a partner or 
your partner is unable to attend. Over the last few years we have 
had increasing numbers of people taking part by themselves. 

In the past we have accommodated up to 150 participants but this 
time, with the new Orchard Hall and foyer, available for dessert, 
we will be able to take even more. The numbers will be limited by 
the numbers who are willing to host starters and main courses so 
please do consider whether you are able to volunteer to do this.  

All proceeds from the event will go to the Harwell Village Hall 
renovation project (CIO no 1157858). 

Email or ring Debbie Greenfield to let her know that you’d like to 
join in or to find out more. 

debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk  

Tel: 01235 820760
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Active Women and UTC Oxfordshire Sport 

Active Women and UTC Oxfordshire Sport Offer 3 January - 28 
February 2017 

Six FREE classes worth £30 and an Active Women Rewards Card 
offer available! 

For more details and to get your Active Women Rewards Card 
(required to obtain offer) please contact: 

Emma Freeman on 07801 203550 or email 
Emma.Freeman@southandvale.gov.uk 

Harwell Gardeners' Club 

The Club AGM is on Monday 5th December and is followed by the 
Christmas party. 

We start the New Year on Monday 9th January with the welcome 
return of Timothy Walker, who will talk about “Scent in the Garden”. 
The competition is “Fragrant Arrangement”. 

Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall (currently the 
Orchard Hall).  

Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join the Harwell 
Gardeners' Club. 

Contact Dave Drummond, Tel 821615 or Dave.Drummond @ 
Hotmail.co.uk 

 

Vacancy for Produce Show Secretary 

The Harwell Produce Show is an annual event held in September 
which brings together people from the village and surrounding 
area.  The event is organised by the Show Secretary with the help 
of members of the Gardeners’ club.   

The Show Secretary, Adele Harris, has retired from the position 
after 20 years and the position is therefore vacant – a volunteer is 
needed for this rewarding role and anyone interested should 
contact Dave Drummond on the previously stated contact details. 

Harwell Primary School 

The summer holidays were a hive of activity at the school with the 
Church Holiday Club, intensive swimming courses and internal 
restructuring to parts of the school to provide new Teaching & 
Learning spaces. 

We had a really busy first half term. It was our pleasure to once 
again host the Annual Produce show in September.  Fantastic to 
see the hall full of locally grown produce, including from our own 
garden (we are very grateful to Hannah and Katie Pickles who 
come every week to work with some of our children in the garden) 
and some fantastic entries and displays from every class. 

We were delighted to hear in September that we were the 
beneficiaries of two grants from The Feast Committee. One we 
had applied for ourselves and one, Di Baker had applied for on 
our behalf - Class 4 now has a lovely, shiny new cooker which has 
already been put to good use. 

In October, we hosted an Open Morning for potential new parents 
and for the first time, a very popular Open Evening. Online 
application forms for children starting school next September are 
now open. If you are in this category and have not yet visited the 
school, please contact the school office on 835337 or email 
office.2563@harwell.oxon.sch.uk 

November saw another spectacular firework display from Harwell 
Scouts on the school play field. Kicking off December, our annual 
Christmas Fair and Tree Festival with Little Pippins will take place. 
Followed by our KS2 concert, KS1 Nativity, Carol Singing and the 
Mummers Play rounding off another busy term! 

Our children Have enjoyed a wide range of clubs after school - 
yoga, dance, film, choir, Japanese, science, football, tech, 

recorders, ukulele and cycling proficiency. They have been 
fortunate enough to go on some fantastic educational visits to the 
Oxford Mail, Roman Baths, IMPS, Year 5 and 6 to Rutherford 
laboratories for Space week, Year 2 have enjoyed 6 weeks of 
Forest School at Harcourt Arboretum and Year 6 stayed at the 
school overnight and searched for wildlife in the school grounds 
by torchlight. The whole school have been to the cinema as part 
of Film Festival 2016 whilst the children from our three youngest 
classes will go to Cornerstone Theatre before the end of term. 

A huge thank you to everyone for their continued support. 

On the 2nd December, at 5:30pm, we will be holding our annual 
Christmas fair with Pippins. We hope to see you there.  

With warm regards 

Bryn Gibson 
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Harwell WI 

It’s unbelievable that we are now on the downward slope to 
Christmas, where has the year gone?  Certainly the WI has been 
really busy and the programme planners are now ‘nose to the 
grindstone’ arranging our new programme which starts next April. 

On 14 September Frances Benton gave a fabulous talk about her 
‘Passion for Pearls’.  It was an amazing evening and we were so 
engrossed that the evening came to an end all too soon.  She 
brought an amazing amount of pearl jewellery and I suspect a 
number of Christmas presents were purchased. 

Husbands and partners were invited on 12 October to the talk by 
airline pilot Capt. Cyril Mannion entitled ‘Human Aspects of Airline 
Command’.  We were treated to a cockpit experience of take-off 
and landing a plane as well as many humourous tales about the 
job. 

The Group meeting was on Tuesday 01 November at Brightwell 
Village Hall.  The speaker, Judy Dewey, was excellent and talked 
about the 950th Anniversary of William the Conqueror arriving in 
Wallingford.  There was also an ‘Upcycling’ competition at this 
event [this is making something new out of something old].  
Although several of our members entered exhibits, a Blewbury WI 
member won the competition.  On 09 November we had an 
upcycling workshop of our own arranged by our member Linda 
Lee and had a hands-on evening making Christmas tree 
decorations out of drink cans, coffee pods and small jars ready for 
the Little Pippins Annual Christmas Tree decorating event on 02 
December.   On 10 November 25 members enjoyed a lovely 
sunny day for their outing to The Bodleian Library in Oxford.   

Now for the Christmas Party Meeting on 14 December! The 
Committee has arranged an evening of fun, games and food, 
specifically Tipples [mulled wine], Talk [much nattering] and Tarts 
[savoury and sweet].  All welcome.  

On 11 January 2017 there will be an evening of music and song 
- ‘Sing Showstoppers’ with Jenni Matthews. 

Not only WI Members, but everyone is welcome to meet at The 
Hart of Harwell at 10.30am every Wednesday morning for coffee 
and pastries. The numbers are increasing weekly. Call in and say 
‘Hello’. The ‘Knitters & Natters’, are still meeting every Monday at 
7.30pm in The Hart.  Come and chat and knit as well, no 
experience necessary. 

The WI has so much to offer.  There are theatre trips, boat trips 
and walks, as and when available, which are notified at our regular 
monthly meetings.  There are also many other outings organised 
by Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and these are advertised in our 
monthly newsletter, News & Views. Most outings can be attended 
by both Members and friends and booked via Linda, our Club 
Treasurer. 

Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the second 
Wednesday of the month [excluding August] at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall. For more information about joining us or about any of 
the above activities, contact our Secretary, Dee Holes, on 01235 
835649 or email: wi@harwellwi.org.   

Little Pippins Pre-School 

We are very grateful to the Harwell Feast Committee for the grant 
towards additional tablets for the staff to use with our Tapestry 
electronic tracking system.  We have now fully implemented this 
online system for recording the children’s learning journey which 
includes written observations, photos and short films of the 
children. Parents can login and view what their child has been 
doing during the day and comment on their achievements at home. 

Little Pippins is a charity run by a team of local volunteers and we 
are very proud to have been rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted in 
January 2015.” Children enjoy a rich and varied learning 
environment that challenges them to become independent 
learners.”   
 
We have a purpose-built building with large garden set in an old 
orchard in the centre of the village.  Our Forest School is now 
well established in a mature part of the orchard and we are 
currently running 2 sessions a week for the children.  We also offer 
a Breakfast Club from 8am for pre-school and Harwell School 
children with a choice of breakfasts and a walking bus to the 
school.  Nursery Education Funding is available for 3 and 4 year 
olds and we also accept 2.5 year olds eligible for free early 
education funding. 
 

We do still have some spaces available at Pre-school and 
Breakfast Club so please contact the office if you would like to 
come and have a look round. 
   
For more information, a prospectus and a registration form: 
Tel:   01235 821741 
Email:   littlepippins@btinternet.com 
Website:   www.littlepippins.org.uk  
Find us on Facebook 
Freeman Orchard, Gaveston Road, Harwell, Didcot, OX11 0HP 
Registered Charity No.1105994 
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Harwell Village Hall 

Redevelopment Project 

Latest news:   

ORCHARD HALL – WE’RE IN! 

The Orchard Hall opened on Friday 21st October and the first 
event was an Anglo-French wedding for 80 people on the 
Saturday.  Afterwards the bride said she was “absolutely 
delighted” with the venue! 

 

The Open Day on 30th October was a huge success with over 
300 people attending and great coverage in the local 
newspapers. 

 

Since then our regular users have been successfully 
navigating the new arrangements.  Overall the feedback has 
been very good with users liking the space, storage, kitchen 
and look and feel of the new building. 

Phase 2 – Cherry Hall 

Phase 2 works have begun and we would like to announce 
that the old hall will be renamed “Cherry Hall” on completion, 
with the whole complex retaining the name of “Harwell 
Village Hall”.  The booking system will reflect this change and 
we are already taking enquiries for bookings for Cherry Hall. 

We expect that the renovation of Cherry Hall will be 
completed in the spring – see our website for updates. 

Parking and Access 

All users should use the new Westfield car park  
(OX11 0LG). The footpath from the High Street to Westfield is 
still accessible for pedestrian access. 

Fundraising 

The film evening, The Lady in the Van, was very well 
supported but sadly disrupted by sound problems. Rest 
assured we will sort them out before the next event by when 
the new tiered seating will be installed. Thanks to everyone 
for your patience and tremendous support. 

Our Orchard Film Club has launched so please contact Alison 
on alison.fautley@gmail.com or 221052 if you would like to 
be on the mailing list.  

             Diary Dates 2016 / 2017...           

Saturday 
14th Jan 

Film Event – 
“Sicario” starring 
Emily Blunt and 
Benicio del Toro. 
Doors and bar open 
7pm; film showing 
at 7.30pm. 

Orchard Hall, Harwell 
Village Hall. 
Tickets £5 per person  
Tickets will be 
available from 1st 
December from Bob’s 
Butchers or Alison 
Fautley on 221052. 

Saturday 
4th Feb 

David Essex Tribute 
Show 

Doors and bar open 
from 7pm, show 
starts at 7.30pm. 

Tickets £12 per 
person. 

Orchard Hall, Harwell 
Village Hall. 

Tickets available from 
Kath Luker on 861057, 
kath.luker@tesco.net, 
Kamarlu, Barrow Road 
and from Bob’s 
Butchers, High Street. 

Saturday 
11th Feb 

Film Event – 
“Bridget Jones’s 
Baby” starring 
Renée Zellweger. 
Doors and bar open 
7pm; film showing 
at 7.30pm. 

Orchard Hall, Harwell 
Village Hall. 
Tickets £5 per person  
Tickets will be 
available in January 
from Bob’s Butchers 
or Alison Fautley on 
221052. 

Please check our website (harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and 
the Fundraising and Community facebook pages for 
more information on events and how you can support 
us. 

Contact: 

 Keith Beswick for general queries, concerns, letters 
of support, business contacts, etc., on 01235 835338 
or keith@kbeswick.co.uk 

 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc., on 
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk 

 The Booking Secretary to book the hall for events, 
parties, or to start a class when both halls are open 
on bookings@harwellvillagehall.co.uk  

Be part of it! 

 

£350,000 loan activated 

Please continue to support us; we now need your help going 
forward to repay our bank loan. We are extremely grateful 
for all donations and do please gift aid them if you can.  
Contact Keith Beswick or Clare Wagner for more information 
(details above). 

 

  



The Harwell News    i s s u e  2 0 1  

 11 

Defibrillator  

Because of the possibility of weather damage, the defibrillator 
currently located at the village hall will be out of service throughout 

the duration of the renovation of the old hall and will not be 
available until its complete - hopefully before Easter.  

Thames Valley Police 

To contact the Police 

If it’s an Emergency call 999, you can also call the Non –
Emergency number - 101 

If you want any advice or would like to contact your local PCSO 
Tim Deane, you can call him or txt him on 07976 978916 leaving 
your contact details. You can also contact him via email at 

tim.deane@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Please note this email 
address and mobile number cannot be used to contact Thames 
Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters. If you have 
information about crime or anti-social behavior in your area but 
you do not want to speak to the police, please call the 
Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555111. To view information on 
your neighbourhood team visit the Thames Valley Police website 
at: www.thamesvalley.police.uk. 
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Other than where stated and in reports of parish 
council matters any opinions expressed are not those 
of the parish council 
 
Items for February issue should be sent by January 
15th to news@harwellparish.co.uk 
 
Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High 
Street, Tel: 01235 835430 
 
Advertising queries to the clerk 
 
Parish Contact Information 
 
All contact information can also be found on the 
parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk 
 
Phone: 01235 820006 
 
Post to: Clerk, Harwell Parish Council, Enborn, Shop 
Lane, Leckhampstead, RG20 8QQ 
 
Core office hours, in the pavilion, are 9am to 4pm 
Monday 
 
District Councillors  
 
Janet.Shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
 
Reg.Waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
 
Campus Ward: Mike.Murray@causewayland.com 
 
County Councillor 
 
Stewart.Lilly@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
MP Ed Vaizey 
 
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA. 
 
020 7219 6350 
 
Or dicksonce@parliament.uk 
 
Harwell News edited by Rebekah Pearson 


