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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 20th May 2015
at 7.30pm in Harwell Village Hall

Chaired by Mr David Marsh, Chairman of Harwell Parish Council

Present: 9 parish councillors , County Councillor Mr S Lilly, 2 invited visitors
Approximately 12 members of the public.

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Mr David Marsh, welcomed those present and outlined the Agenda.

1. Minutes of the previous meeting – were approved during the Chairman’s report

2. Parish Council Chairman’s Report was presented at the end of the meeting

3. Taylor Wimpey:

Mr. Steven Neal spoke, as a representative of Taylor Wimpey. He reported that there are now only 4 homes left in

Greenwood Meadows to sell, with the first one occupied last week; the site should be completed in December.

203 are homes proposed for the site north of Grove Rd, including several 1-bedroom properties. A consultation

event will take place in Harwell the next day when more details will be presented.

Questions were taken on traffic predictions, use of bollards, housing density, school places & design features.

4. Oxfordshire County Council

a) Review by Mr. Paul Fermer of the local infrastructure proposed in Local Transport Plan 4

Mention made of Harwell Link Road timescales (autumn), Chilton slip roads (hoped that no Compulsory Purchase

Orders will be required), provision for cyclists (particularly Hagbourne Hill, A417 and The Winnaway). Further

information will be released in July. Questions taken on Harwell Link Road, Chilton slip roads, cycling provision and

lack of integration at Didcot railway station between buses and trains.

b) Update from our County Councillor

Mr Lilly outlined the requirements for vulnerable members of society; many more foster carers & adoption families

are needed throughout the county, the elderly population is increasing; a multi-agency Kingfisher unit has been set

up to safeguard the vulnerable. He also mentioned that a new shuttle bus will be operational from July, between

Harwell Campus and Didcot.

6. Report from Harwell Feast Committee

Mr Buxton outlined the plans for Monday’s Feast.

7. Parish Council Chairman’s Report

Mr Marsh thanked the clerk and the grounds staff for their contributions to the parish over the last few years. He

reported on the outcome of the elections on May 7th, and introduced the new councillors, including the two co-

opted at the PC meeting the night before to represent the Harwell Campus ward. He thanks Mr. Ricketts for

continuing to prepare the Harwell News, and Mrs Staples and all those volunteers who ensure that it delivered to all



APM 2015-05-20 Page 2 of 2

houses in the parish. He reported that the PC website had been revised, and that the PC now has a Facebook

presence.

Mr Marsh summarised the Section 106 commitments resulting from recent planning applications. In reviewing the

PC activities over the last year, he reported on the high number of planning applications to be reviewed (100, instead

of the prior average of 70), and the number of significant consultations that he to be reviewed and responded to,

including two editions of the Vale Local Plan.

He finished by summarising the challenges that lie ahead for the PC in the next few months and the term of the

current council, challenges which include responding to plans for significant numbers of houses in the parish,

consideration of the option to produce a neighbourhood plan, review of traffic calming measure in the village, and

how best to develop the pavilion and to use S106 money to the best for the community.

The meeting finished at about 9.30 pm.

Minutes prepared by Mrs S Taylor, Parish Clerk, using notes from Mr M Ricketts and Mr D Marsh.


