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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 14th July 2015 at 7.30 pm in the recreation ground pavilion

Present: Mr D Marsh (Chairman) Mrs K Beswick (Vice-Chair) Mrs D Boughton-Waite Mr M Ricketts Mr M Fox-Davies
Ms D Greenfield Mrs C Convery Mr S Lilly (County Cllr) Mr R Waite (District Cllr)
Mrs S Taylor (Parish Clk) 1 member of the public

1. Open Forum, including

The member of the public was invited to speak first.

He had received an agreement to sign regarding a private gate which allows access to the allotments, but queried the
wording of the agreement. Mr Marsh explained that similar letters and agreements had been drafted for all neighbours
of Council-owned lands who may have gated access. The Council noted the resident’s comments and promised to
contact him again as necessary. He left at 7.35 pm.

a) Reports from County & District Councillors & Police

A report had been received from PCSO Deane; there had been a few instances of crime in the past month, with
police inquiries ongoing.

Mr Lilly reported that
Thames Travel’s revised timetable for the X32 bus service now provided more frequent buses between Didcot &
Harwell,
the work on Back Hill Lane tunnel near Milton Park had been delayed because of the discovery of an old nuclear
waste pipe – Mrs Boughton-Waite thought that the pipes had all been decommissioned and will liaise with Mr Lilly,
work on Chilton slip roads and on the A417/Hagbourne Hill roundabout is due to start in the autumn,
Milton interchange work will now go on into April 2016,
work at Featherbed Lane lights has been delayed,
work on a roundabout at the Thompson entrance to Harwell Campus is due to start in January 2016,
work to upgrade The Winnaway is due to start next month,
OCC has objected to the proposals for the Orchard Centre in Didcot,
VWHDC is to take over some grass verge cutting from OCC,
Steventon railway bridge is unlikely now to be demolished; the track will probably be lowered instead, and
cuts in the budget may mean fewer fire engines in the near future.

Following thanks from the council, particularly for his campaign to keep bus services running through the village,
Mr Lilly left at 8.10.

Mr Waite had provided a written report;

Loder Road, Harwell: Formal notices to clear the rubbish in the garden and in the storehouse of one property were
served on the owner on 8

th
June and 8

th
July. Further action will be taken next month if no work is carried out.

Thatched Cottage, Reading Road, Harwell: Currently awaiting news from the Vale.
Enforcement Investigations Register: No decision has been advised yet re the alleged breach at The Hart of
Harwell (trellis erected). One more alleged breach is a material change of use of land from agriculture to a mixed
use of agriculture and land used for multi-activity recreational purposes at Grove Farm, Grove Road. Awaiting
further details of the alleged breach at present.
Incorrect inclusion of Didcot in projects based in Harwell Parish: This ongoing concern has been taken up with
David Buckle and Anna Robinson in the Vale.
Social and affordable housing within Blewbury & Harwell Ward: Efforts are being made to establish a true record
of the current demand from local residents and those with family and/or employment connections in the Ward.
Affordable homes boost for Vale residents as district hits target:
Families in the Vale of White Horse struggling to find suitable accommodation now have a better chance of being
able to move into affordable housing after the district hit its target for building new homes. Between April 2014
and the end of March 2015 250 new affordable homes were built in the district. The homes, which were completed
in 13 different areas across the district over the last year, were affordable rent or shared properties available
through housing associations.



HPC 2015-07-14 Page 2 of 5

b) Representations from members of the public see first item.

The main meeting started at 8.20 pm.

2. Approve Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting

APPROVED, and signed as a true record by Mr Marsh.

3. Receive Declarations of interest, apologies for absence, requests for dispensation

Apologies received from Mr Buxton, Mrs Gaspar, Mrs Turner & Mr Hawthorne. Mrs Convery had sent apologies for a
late arrival (she arrived at 8.35).

4. Approve that the October Council meeting date be changed to 6
th

October from 13
th

.

APPROVED.

5. External liaison (note meetings attended or to be attended by councillors)

Mr Marsh had met an OCC Highways officer with Mr Lilly, to discuss the problems at the Grove Road/A4130 junction,
attended the Town & Parish Forum, and attended a Keep Harwell Rural meeting, at which the response to the EiP of the
VWHDC Local Plan was discussed.
Mrs Boughton-Waite had attended a Stakeholder meeting at Harwell Campus, at which the impact of proposed cuts in
the decommissioning budget were discussed.
Mr Fox-Davies had attended an OCC Transport Review and went to the consultation event for Aureus School in Great
Western Park. Mrs Beswick also attended this event – the issue of the school being incorrectly described as in Didcot
was raised, as well as lack of parking.
Mr Marsh mentioned that various emails had been sent complaining about the naming of the new primary school for
Great Western Park; despite it being wholly in Harwell, the school has been named as “GEMS Primary Academy
Didcot”.

6. Local Planning matters;

Status of local developments & plans, including

a) Planning Policy - That the Chairman be delegated to prepare a submission to the Vale Local Plan EiP, and to
represent the PC as appropriate at the hearings. Submission to be based on PC response to the submission draft, and
to be reviewed by the PC Planning Committee

APPROVED. Mr Marsh has offered to attend the EiP on the council’s behalf. CPRE has appointed Counsel and will
apprise parish councils as necessary. ACTION: DM

b) Re application P15/V1074/O Reading Road - To approve the formal S106 request for this application.

APPROVED, subject to minor amendments. Thanks were expressed to Mr Marsh for drafting the document.

c) Re application P15/V1504/FUL Land North of Grove Road Harwell OX14. Residential development to provide 203
dwellings with associated highway works, open space and infrastructure improvements - That the formal response to
this application be prepared by the PC Planning Committee, and that the PC Planning Committee prepare and agree
the formal request for S106 money.

APPROVED. Preliminary discussion of the application outlined several areas for concern, including

Sewage issues, access issues, character and density of buildings compared with surroundings, junction of Grove
Road/A4130, shared surface proposals, probable use of emergency access by other vehicles, unsuitable Public Open
Space proposed as ribbon areas around the edges of the development, road layout within the development, right of
way diversion, lack of safe pedestrian access to public transport, and dangerous position of the proposed play area at
the point where all development roads converge. Councillors felt that one-way traffic should be considered as well as
the possibility of securing money for schooling and teachers ahead of inhabitation of the homes.
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7. Planning applications

a) To review any major applications, and any other applications in the list of planning-applications-for-review-by-pc
(on the PC website www.harwellparish.co.uk ) where the closing date for consultation is before the next meeting of
the planning committee.

See planning section of the council’s website.

8. Financial Matters

a) Approve payments schedule (attached to this agenda)

APPROVED.

9. Matters relating to Council-owned lands and staff matters

a) Approve that a business case be written to move forward with regard to the issues that are occurring with both the

pavilion building and the electricity. The business case should offer several solutions:

1. Do minimum – fix the present electrical problems

2. Do more – fix the present electrical problems plus general tidy up in the present pavilion

3. Do most – rebuild the pavilion.

Thanks were expressed to the clerk for trying to obtain quotes for the necessary work. The latest report on the electrics

(received yesterday, so councillors had only received comments from the clerk) has resulted in several areas of concern,

notably that the hot water system, heating and floodlights have been permanently switched off as unsafe. Following

discussion of various options for the longer-term issues, the council was minded to approve that work must be done to

make the electrics safe as soon as possible (based on the quotes received so far, the work will cost in the region of

£9,000) and an emergency meeting was suggested for 28
th

July. It was noted that HVFC should be notified so that it can

make other arrangements if necessary.

Ms Greenfield volunteered to look at future options. ACTION: DG

Mr Marsh proposed an AMENDMENT to the motion, new motion to read

“Approve that a business case be written by a Pavilion Committee to be convened by Ms Greenfield to move forward

with regard to the issues that are occurring with both the pavilion building and the electricity. The business case

should offer several solutions, for example:

1. Do minimum – fix the present electrical problems

2. Do more – fix the present electrical problems plus general tidy up in the present pavilion

3. Do most – rebuild the pavilion.”

Amendment APPROVED.

AMENDED motion APPROVED with all in favour and no abstentions.

b) Note progress with contacting all owners of property neighbouring PC owned land (see Minutes L&P 2014-11-25),

and to specifically note that, with respect to one property neighbouring the allotments, more time is required to

research the history of the long-standing access. (Relevant blank agreement attached to the agenda)

Clerk explained that the Council should try and prevent claims of rights of access to council-owned lands by putting

agreements in place. Council felt that a slight amendment to the wording may suffice in the case discussed at the start

of the meeting. Mr Ricketts disagreed but it was agreed that the clerk should continue to look at alternatives, if

necessary referring to historical information. ACTION: Clk
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Mr Marsh moved to proceed with the rest of the meeting; APPROVED with 1 councillor against, the rest in favour.

c) Approve use of recreation ground free of charge by Harwell & Hendred FC during July for girls’ football coaching

sessions

APPROVED.

d) Lands Committee recommendations:

i) That the Footpaths Walk be set for Sunday 13
th

September, starting at 2.30 pm -APPROVED

ii) that allotment rents remain unchanged at 13p per square metre for 2016-17 - APPROVED

iii) that the allotment key deposit is increased to £5.00 - APPROVED

iv) that updated cemetery policies are adopted immediately by the council – APPROVED

v) that updated cemetery fees for should be implemented with immediate effect – APPROVED

vi) that fees for use of facilities, excluding showers, remain at £300 per team for Harwell & Hendred FC for the 2015-

16 season - APPROVED

Vii) that fees for use of the facilities, including showers, should increase from £500 to £600 for Harwell Village FC for

the 2015-16 season, noting that last season fees were set quite low as the Club was trying to re-form – APPROVED,

noting previous comments about the pavilion

viii) that the fee for the korfball tournament for the day should be £100, including use of showers – APPROVED. No

confirmation as yet that the tournament will take place.

ix) that the recreation ground car park may be used to house a temporary site compound by OCC for the duration of

works at The Winnaway/Wantage Road/Reading Road

Following discussions with OCC, Mr Marsh proposed an AMENDMENT to this motion, so that it read

“that an area of the recreation ground as per attached plan and using the Wantage Road gate may be used to house

a temporary site compound by OCC for the duration of works at The Winnaway/Wantage Road/Reading Road”

Amendment APPROVED.

AMENDED motion APPROVED, with provisos that sufficient fencing is erected to protect recreation ground users, that

no staff or visitor’s vehicles use the compound but park on the recreation ground car park instead, and that the ground

is repaired with topsoil and seeding after the works have been completed.

x) that a temperature monitoring kit and a logger should be purchased to accomplish monitoring for Legionella in the

pavilion – DEFERRED.

10. Correspondence and circulars received by the Clerk

Mr Marsh mentioned emails about management of the Public Open Space in the Blenheim Hill development. Council
had previously said that it was prepared to take on the management of the POS should the developer decline to set up
a management company. Ms Convery suggested that the Council should take on maintenance of all open space in the
parish, but other councillors pointed out difficulties, including the challenge of managing the trees which are part of the
development. Because there was no motion on the agenda, the Council’s position remains unchanged.

The clerk left at 10.15 but had received the following items;

Didcot road closures still set for 20/7 for 11 nights
VAS due to be replaced asap
OCC sent its annual winter salt request forms – no salt refill is required for the bin at the village hall this year.
OCC consultation on subsidised bus services closes 14/9
OCC consultation on Harwell Campus Thompson Ave entrance closes 23/7
various emails re traffic safety at Rowstock – complaints about A4185 and A417 –OCC involved but no immediate action
VWHDC to hold children’s activities at the recreation ground, as part of the Love Parks initiative.
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Census consultation by Office for National Statistics, link
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/census/2021-census-topics-consultation

11. Items for next meeting

Mr Ricketts raised concerns about overnight parking in the Recreation Ground car park – which he will raise with the
clerk – and he will also ask the Lands Committee to review the Recreation Ground Regulations to see if they are
adequate with respect to the car park

The meeting closed at 10.25 pm.

ACTIONS:
DM: Attend EiP
DG: Begin looking at options re pavilion
Clk: Respond re gate into allotments

Minutes prepared by Mrs S Taylor, Parish Clerk

Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………………Date…………………………………………………………………………

Item 9 d ix - OCC compound:


