
HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL  

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 20th April 2016 

 at 7.30pm in Harwell Village Hall 

 
Present: Chairman Mr David Marsh, 7 other Parish Councillors, approximately 32 members of the public. 

 

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Mr David Marsh, welcomed those present and outlined the Agenda. 

 

Apologies: from 3 Councillors 

 

Minutes of the 2015 Annual Parish Meeting: These were approved. 

 

Chairman’s Report:  

The Chairman introduced the Parish Councillors who were present. He said that following the 2015 elections, 

there were now 2 District Councillors for the Blewbury and Harwell ward – Janet Shelley and Reg Waite, and 

one for the Hendreds ward which included the Harwell Campus and North Drive, Mike Murray. The two for 

Blewbury and Harwell could not be present as they were at a meeting to decide the Valley Park planning 

application [they came towards the end of the meeting]. Stewart Lilly continues as County Councillor, but could 

not be present. 

He thanked the Clerk, Mrs Stephanie Taylor, who could not be present, and the three grounds staff, for their 

work over the past year.  

He showed the list from the previous year of the challenges the Council had faced, and summarized their  

current status. One of the main ones had been the number of planning applications, 109 in the last year, up by a 

third, of which 15 were classed as major, and some of these had multiple amendments sometimes amounting to 

a complete revision. There had been responses needed to the Vale Local Plan, presence at the Public sessions, 

various consultations,  but areas still not dealt with were the option of a Neighbourhood Plan, and a traffic 

management plan. The PC had been able to support the Village Hall by contracting for part of the building work 

with section 106 money, from Alder View and Blenheim Hill developments. There had been no progress on a 

pump track or similar in the Rec., following the demonstration at last year’s Feast, provided by the PC. 

On communications, the long-established method of the Harwell News was continuing and was effectively paid 

for by the local advertisers, whom he thanked. He thanked Pat Staples for organizing the distribution for a 

number of years and who was now retiring, to be succeeded by Penny Marsh. Since it was bi-monthly, it was not 

ideal for publicizing planning applications, where comments usually  need to be made within three weeks, and 

he gave some statistics of the Parish presence on newer media, its web and Facebook pages. 

Mr Marsh gave a brief outline of Parish finances, with income and expenditure without exceptional items of 

about £70k per year. Last summer emergency work had been required on the pavilion electrics and roof, totaling 

about £20k. This had come from reserves, some of which had been built up for improvements to facilities on the 

Rec, which was next on the agenda. 

Recreation Ground Facilities:  

Ms Debbie Greenfield gave a summary of the work being done by the Rec. Facilities Committee. This had been 

set up by the Parish Council because there was a consensus that the Pavilion wasn’t meeting the needs of users. 

All users and potential users had been canvassed as to what they used, and would use if provided, both in the 

Pavilion and RBL club. An example was the Scouts, who would benefit from having open space next to a 

meeting room, and storage facilities for their equipment. The next steps for the committee were to consider all 

possible options including renovation of the pavilion, extension, or replacement of existing facilities with a new 

building. The options would be considered against the user requirements and proposals submitted to the Parish 

Council. 

Harwell Village Club (RBL): 

Kevin Lewis introduced himself and said he was the Chairman of the Harwell Village Club (RBL) Management 

Committee. He summarized the recent history of dealing with the club’s debts, and how the decision to 

disaffiliate from the RBL had come about. They were in the process of turning the Club into a sports and social 

club, for which there were various legal processes, including a new lease from the Parish Council. It was hoped 

to complete the process by the following October. They were looking forward to being more of a Community 

Facility, providing for a growing village. 

Review of Local Plan and Developments: 

David Marsh summarized developments in the Parish. On the Vale WHDC’s Local Plan, there had been public 

sessions last autumn looking at the proposed housing numbers and the problem of Oxford’s housing, and then 3 



weeks in February looking at the 5-year housing supply numbers and the various strategic sites. He said the 

inspector had listened to all sides, and there had been a Campus site visit, where the Vale WHDC was proposing 

850 houses to the east of the Campus and 350 to the north, while the Campus management was saying that the 

housing could all be built within and to the north of the Campus. The inspector had asked for the Vale’s housing 

figures to the end of March, to be supplied by the end of April. 

The work at Blenheim Hill was ‘preliminary’ as the drainage proposals had yet to be approved. The owner of the 

Orchard Way site was looking for a developer. The Reading Road site had outline approval. For Valley Park the 

developer is proposing 4,250 dwellings in total but only 2,250 within the period of the Vale’s Plan, to 2031. 

[News reached the meeting later that outline planning permission had been granted for Valley Park]. For Grove 

Road North the developer had yet to come up with a plan that was acceptable to the County Council to cope 

with the extra traffic in the village. 

For the Gladman proposal on Didcot Road, Mr Marsh said that the Parish Council had felt it necessary to seek 

professional help with its objection; the Vale was currently considering the application. 

Mr Marsh then explained something of ‘section 106’ whereby a developer can be asked for contributions 

towards local facilities. The facilities have to be necessary to make the development acceptable in planning 

terms, directly related to the development, and in keeping with the scale of the development. A large proportion 

of the total is requested by the County Council, for roads, school places, buses and library, or by the Vale, for 

sports facilities and police capital expenditure. The Parish Council is able to ask for contributions towards items 

such as Village Hall and recreation facilities. So, for example, the developer of Talbot Close, which added 65 

houses to the village of about 1,000, was asked for a 6.5% contribution towards the cost of the Village Hall. In 

fact Taylor Wimpey gave considerably more, £275k. 

Section 106 money is decided by the Vale, the developer pays it to the Vale, and the funds are only released 

when a fully funded project can be demonstrated. The Blenheim Hill agreement includes, as well as £96k for the 

Village Hall, various sums totaling about £150k, but the projects will need to be realized for the funding to be 

obtained. For Grove Road north, which would be a 20% increase in the size of the village, the agreement has 

£260k for the Village Hall and £90k for other projects. 

Mr Marsh said he wished to particularly thank Tony Hughes for his work with Keep Harwell Rural. Tony had 

been at the Vale’s planning meeting, representing the Parish Council with its objection to Valley Park.  

Harwell Primary School:  

The Head Teacher, Bryn Gibson, began by saying the Harwell Community School was grant-maintained with 

currently 159 children in 7 year-groups. He said they described themselves as ‘Happy to Learn’ while 

developing the whole child. Projects played a significant part in the curriculum, and for example, last year they 

build a replica of Tutankhamun’s  tomb, which was shown to parents. As a Community school they had lots of 

contact with the Community, both locally, and internationally, having contacts with a couple of schools abroad. 

They thought of themselves as a ‘Forward-Thinking School’ with plans for redeveloping areas of the site. He 

showed a short video where two pupils described themselves and the school. On the subject of expansion, he 

said that they had had talks with the County Council but nothing was finalized yet. 

Harwell Village Hall: 

Keith Beswick outlined the Hall development plans and how the work was progressing. As well as the new Hall 

with its retractable inclined seating, there would be a garden area, considerably more parking space and a 

committee room where the kitchen was currently. The first phase was the building of the new Hall, foyer and 

kitchen etc. then the second phase was refurbishing the old hall and High Street car park. He showed some 

pictures of the progress, including work on the interior. 

Clare Wagner then briefly outlined the finances of the Hall development. Barbara Jackson described the Public 

Art project. As part of Talbot Close development the Vale had obtained £15k for public art in the village, and 

saw the Hall development as a suitable site for the project. A group had been formed to take forward the project 

in discussion with the Vale and local artists. 

Harwell Feast: 

Gareth Buxton outlined the events that would be happening at this year’s Feast, including a Viking historical re-

enactment group. The main marquee would be also used by other groups including the footballers on Friday 

evening and Scouts on Saturday. On Sunday afternoon villagers could visit the Viking camp on the Rec for a 

‘living history’ display. Gareth said they could still use more help and parishioners who could offer to help for 

an hour or two during the Monday would be most appreciated. 
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