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S106 requested contributions for Blenheim Hill (revised Feb 2015)

Summary

 Commuted sum for POS

 £96,000 for village hall, plus any additional contribution to close funding shortfall

 £42,500 for recreation ground pavilion refurbishment and enhancement

 £42,500 for storage for sports clubs and scouts

 £17,000 for bowls club enhancements

 £10,000 for a Recreation Ground and Open Space access and improvement project

 £25,000 for St Matthew’s Church

 £17,000 for the Royal British Legion Village Club

 £7,000 for Parish Council

Note
A first request, based on an application for 94 houses was submitted, after approval by the Parish

Council on 9 Sep 2014. This is a revised request, based on an application for 80 houses, with

requested sums reduced by 15%. Additional requests have been included for a Recreation Ground

and Open Space access and improvement project and for the Royal British Legion, details of which

were not available last September.

Public Open Space
Eventual ownership of the public open space is not defined, but if it is devolved to District or Parish

Council it should come with an appropriate commuted sum to cover its upkeep for the requisite

number of years. Harwell Parish Council is prepared to accept ownership of the POS.

Included with this, consideration must be given to ownership and support of the boundary hedge to

the south of Green Road.

Footpath
Although the landowner has not been inclined to give permission, the Parish Council still requests

that a footpath or permissive ROW south of site to the cemetery be provided if at all possible.

Community Centre
No community facilities are proposed as part of the planning permission.

The Village Hall is currently seeking funding to implement their costed plan (planning permission

granted) for the refurbishment of the existing hall, and the provision of a new hall to replace the

existing hall extension which has had to be condemned. The project will cost approximately £1.2M.

Harwell Parish currently has approximately 1000 houses. This development will add 80 houses (~8%

growth), and hence developer funding of £1.2M x 8% = £96,000 is sought as a contribution to the

provision of community facilities for the residents.
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It is noted that Taylor Wimpey, developers of Alder View (64 houses) in Harwell, have committed, by

S106 agreement, a total sum of £275,000. When Bloor Homes outlined their plans for this

development at the Annual Parish Meeting (April 2014) they indicated that they would consider a

sum similar to the Alder View contributions.

The Village Hall has a funding shortfall on their project of about £300,000. Any additional

contribution, direct or via S106, will be received gratefully by the parish.

Sports Facilities, Recreation Ground and Open Space access and

improvement.
No sports facilities have been provided as part of the planning application.

The parish has a large recreation ground which is used by two football clubs: an adult men’s team

and a club with a range of youth teams, including girls. There is also a bowls club, with a small club

house which is in need of refurbishment, and a tennis club, with recently renovated courts, but

lacking in any kind of storage facilities.

The village also has an active scouts group (>120 youth members) whose activities are hampered by

a lack of storage facilities for their equipment.

The recreation ground itself supports major community events such as the Harwell Feast and the

Annual Youth Football tournament

Specific projects planned by the Parish Council include:

Pavilion refurbishment

The pavilion on the recreation ground is showing its age, and is not really fit for purpose. It has

recently been surveyed and it is estimated that it needs an investment of at least £50,000 just to

maintain it in a usable condition for the foreseeable future. The Parish Council would like, not just

to refurbish the building, but to review its design and functionality so that it can be enhanced to

meet the needs of future residents.

Tractor shed extension to provide community storage

At the moment the pavilion is partly used as a storage area, which constrains the use of the rooms

for their original purpose. The land next to the tractor shed has been identified as a suitable location

for adding purpose built storage units which can then be made available to the clubs and

organisations which need communal storage facilities.

West field entrance from A417 enhancement.

This scheme, to widen the gates and improve the access slope for safe vehicle movement especially

in wet conditions, has OCC approval and Vale planning permission. Current quotations for the work

are for about £8,500.
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East–west field gap enhancement.

The gap between the two open spaces on the recreation ground becomes a quagmire when wet,

making it difficult for visitor vehicles (and pedestrians) to move safely. A tough matting, allowing

grass to grow through, is proposed. Additionally the banks of the mound between the field have

become eroded and need protecting. A scheme for this has been drawn up, with an estimated total

cost of £1,500.

Sports Facilities, Recreation Ground and Open Space access and improvement summary

Developer contributions are requested towards the enhancement of sports and community facilities

in Harwell Village.

 A contribution of £42,500 to part fund the enhancement for the current pavilion to provide

modern changing rooms for participating teams.

 A contribution of £42,500 to part fund the provision of additional storage space, adjacent to

the existing tractor shed, for use by scouts and sports clubs

 A contribution of £10,000 to fund the Recreation Ground and Open Space access and

improvement project

 A contribution of £17,000 for the bowls club to enhance their club house and provide

disabled access

St. Matthew’s Church
For a thousand years, this Anglican Church has been at the heart of the village community. The 2011

census showed 65% of the village as Christian, and the church has an average Sunday attendance of

130. Large services attract about 200 people. Recent annual averages for weddings and funerals are

seven and 20 respectively. With an increased population, there will be greater demands placed upon

the church building, particularly at festive times such as Christmas and for weddings and funerals.

The Parochial Church Council is already planning for improvements to the church facilities and is

committed in the first instance to improving the heating system, which is inadequate for the current

building usage, let alone expanded use, and is also investigating options for improved seating. Part

of the motivation for such improvements is to broaden access for wider community use, including

for disabled people.

The improvements planned so far are estimated to cost in the region of £100,000. A contribution of

£25,000 is requested to help fund enhancements to the building to enable it to continue its

contribution to the life of the whole village community. Further details of specific projects and

proposals can be provided by the Rector.

It should also be noted that an increased population has implications not just for the church facilities

themselves, but also for the ability of the village to cope in terms of safe access and car parking near

the church.
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Royal British Legion Village Club
The Royal British Legion Club has been established on the Recreation Ground for over 25 years.

Despite a decline in traditional RBL membership over the last decade, the use of the club and

facilities by the village and parish community has increased. Of the ~250 members a very small

percentage are current Service or ex-Service and around 200 are non-service village residents.

The club’s ambition is to improve the building for increased community and village use. The club

facilities are crucial for the increasing number of village inhabitants. The club provides regular

community lunches and teas, hosts various exercise classes and toddler groups, is used for

committee meetings by several village organisations, and hosts a variety of entertainment and fund

raising events.

The club’s aim is to widen access for the community and village and provide a social hub for village

activities which are currently not provided for by any other facility. The budgeted cost of

improvements is £100,000. A contribution to part of these improvements of at least £17,000 is

sought.

Parish Council

Bus Stops and shelters

n/a

Benches

If not already provided: Times two, for each LAP. At, say, £500, total £1,000.

Play equipment

Any that isn’t going to be provided direct by developer, plus commuted sum for maintenance.

Dog bins and litter bins

Provision of 4 litter bins (£200 each) = £800.

Contribution to the servicing of the bins during the development period prior to completion of the

final house. £100 per bin per annum for say 2 years = £1,200.

Notice Board and Map

Provision of a new Parish Council Notice Board is requested to meet the needs of the residents of

this development. A sum of £500 is requested.

Either included in Notice Board, or separately, a map to show residents location of facilities in

Harwell Village. Estimate cost £1,000.

Parish Council Administration

Extra costs in transition period until all houses are occupied and full precept is available. (94 Band D

houses will generate 94 x 60 = £5,640pa.). Half of this requested, i.e. £2,820.

Minor items - summary

Rather than itemise contributions above, they could be combined into a single Parish Council

contribution of £7,000 which would be spent on benches, litter bins, notice board and maps, and

additional admin costs.


