
Harwell PC response, agreed at PC meeting on 10 March 2015

P14/V2873/O Valley Park application

This application is a travesty of the Local Planning process. The land has been zoned as a strategic

site for 2250 houses. An application for 4450 houses must call into question the viability of the

overall planning process. Will all the planning for infrastructure and services be revised to

accommodate an extra 2000 houses?

PC has additional concerns over:

 The layout of the junction with the B4493, noting that the proposed design is completely

different from the roundabout which has been approved by OCC as part of the Harwell Link

Road design. For this reason alone, the application should be rejected.

 The layout of the western junction with the A4130 does not seem to provide any safe means

for traffic to turn right onto the A4130 so as to travel towards Didcot, and the eastern

junction with the A4130 relies on the provision of the Science Bridge, which, unless it will be

provided by the Valley Park developers is still an unfunded project, so it is unclear how

“access” can be suitably determined at this stage.

 Access and movement and the lack of permeability with GWP and central Didcot, and little

provision for east-west movement by car, cycle or foot. The GWP supermarket was enlarged

specifically to cater for the population of Valley Park, yet there is no easy access for VP

residents to the shops, schools and other facilities of GWP.

 The proposal includes extensive areas of very high density housing, with some buildings in

excess of 4 storeys, which are unsuitable for a development, no matter how large, in this

rural setting several miles away from the centre of Didcot.

 Lack of consideration for possible archaeological sites and proposals about how to handle

them so as not to repeat the mistakes of GWP where problem was literally buried.

 Provision of Public Open Space. It is not clear that the indicative layout meets the

requirement of at least 15% POS, with space that has to be usable and accessible by all

residents. There is no provision for any rural gap to preserve the identities of Harwell Village

and greater Didcot. The site template for Valley Park in the publication version of the Local

Plan says: The boundary between the development areas and Harwell village must be

carefully treated in order to protect the separate identities of Valley Park and Harwell. The

application does not conform to the site template in this and many other areas.

Notwithstanding its opposition to this application, Harwell Parish Council recognises the inevitability

of some kind of housing on Valley Park and will welcome any opportunity to work with the planners

and the developers to ensure that any emerging scheme delivers the best possible development for

its residents and their neighbouring communities.


