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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th November 2015 at 7.30 pm in the recreation ground
pavilion

Present: Mr D Marsh (Chairman) Mrs K Beswick OBE (Vice-Chair) Mrs S Gaspar Mr J Hawthorne
Mrs D Boughton-Waite Mr M Fox-Davies Mr G Buxton Mr M Ricketts
Ms D Greenfield Mr S Lilly (County Cllr)(arrived 7.55 pm) Mrs S Taylor (Parish Clerk)

1. Open Forum

a) Reports from County & District Councillors & Police

District Councillors Mr Waite and Mrs Shelley had sent a written report; there are still delays concerning
the collapsed cottage on Reading Road, more information is awaited concerning properties in Jennings
Lane and Loder Road, and free parking days have been arranged for Christmas shoppers (28 November
in Abingdon and Faringdon, 5 December in Wantage). Mr Lilly arrived later in the evening. No
representative from the police was present.

b) Representations from members of the public

None present

2. Approve Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting

APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

3. Receive Declarations of interest, apologies for absence, requests for dispensation

Mr Hawthorne declared an interest as a neighbour of land affected by a planning application.
Mrs Convery and Mrs Turner had sent apologies for absence.

4. External liaison (note meetings attended or to be attended by councillors)

Mr Marsh had attended a meeting at Harwell Campus with the Harwell Campus Partnership Management
and Chairmen of other local parish councils, at which the master plan for the Campus was discussed.
Mr Marsh had also attended a Keep Harwell Rural meeting, two Vale of White Horse DC Planning Committee
meetings, and Code of Conduct training.

5. Local Planning matters;

a) Status of local developments & plans, including any relevant reports

Mr Marsh reported that an amendment to the Grove Road north application was submitted last week and
should be out for consultation shortly.

b) Review the current list of names that have been allocated and proposed for new streets in Harwell
Parish, and discuss process and criteria to be used for adding further names

A suggestion for a street name for Great Western Park has been submitted to the VWHDC naming
Officer by a local resident. The Council preferred that names from those already suggested should be
used, but ultimately the decision rests with the officer.

Mr Lilly arrived at this point and reported that without a large increase in precept, OCC budget cuts must
follow, which will mean cuts to some services, including the withdrawal of subsidies for bus services. OCC is



HPC 2015-11-10 Page 2 of 5

permitted to increase precept by up to 2% - anything larger would require a referendum, which in itself
would cost around £800,000. District Councils are supporting a bid for devolution by Oxfordshire’s County
and City Councils. Harwell Link Road will be delayed; OCC officers are continuing negotiations with
developers. An email had been received from a parishioner which the clerk had forwarded to Mr Lilly and to
District Councillors, concerned with traffic and infrastructure in and around Harwell. Mr Lilly promised to
answer the queries. Councillors had questions about the B4493 and High Street traffic issues and lack of
specified funding for traffic calming; Mr Lilly confirmed that the width restriction sign on the B4493 is to be
relocated shortly so that lorries from GWP cannot use village roads, and encouraged the Council to put in a
request for a 30 mph speed limit between Harwell and Rowstock under the current OCC consultation , and
to create a wish list of traffic calming schemes for the parish. He promised to check that there is specific
funding for traffic calming from GWP Section 106 agreements. Other OCC matters were discussed later.

Following thanks from the Council, Mr Lilly left at 8.30 pm.

6. Planning applications

a) To review any major applications, and any other applications in the list of planning-applications-for-
review-by-pc (on the PC website www.harwellparish.co.uk ) where the closing date for consultation is
before the next meeting of the planning committee.

P15/V1940/FUL Orchard Way Harwell OX11 0LH
Planning application for a Removal of conditions 5 (travel information), 6 (OCC Manual for Streets), 8
(refuse), 12 (non-motorised users audit), 13 (biodiversity offsetting scheme), 14 (retention of trees),
15 (windows to Plots 1 & 6) and 17 (footway), and variation of condition 3 (drawing numbers) of planning
permission P14/V2286/O.

VWHDC had issued a letter outlining further proposals for the Orchard Way application. It is suggested by
the planning officer that two more conditions, set as part of the original planning permission for the site,

should be removed; Condition 16, relating to total floor space, and Condition 18, relating to loss of
parking spaces. The Council has until 19th November to respond. The Council was concerned that the letter
had not been widely publicised and that not all neighbours were aware of the officer’s suggestions; it was
AGREED that the original objection to the removal of Condition 17 should be reiterated, and that the Council
should object to the removal of Condition 18. Mr Marsh had emailed VWHDC Planning Department about
this matter, and volunteered to draft the final response, for circulation to all councillors before submitting to
VWHDC. Mr Marsh reported that the Minutes from the VWHDC Planning Committee meeting at which the
amended application was discussed, and which he had attended, did not represent accurately what he had
said, and he had requested an amendment. ACTION: DM

P15/V2537/SCO
LETP Request for a scoping opinion
Land at former LETP & Sewage Farm Curie Avenue Harwell OX11 0QQ
Request for a scoping opinion.

No comments required.

7. Financial Matters

a) Approve payments schedule (attached)

APPROVED

b) Approve purchase of staff Christmas gifts up to a value of £100 in total

APPROVED
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c) Receive report re cashflow indications and probable invoicing schedule for council-contracted works at

Harwell Village Hall

The project contractors had prepared a cashflow projection which had been sent to Mr Fox-Davies and

the Clerk. Monthly invoices will be issued, requiring payment within 14 days. First invoice is due at the

end of November; an Extraordinary meeting will be required in December to authorise payment of the

first invoice. Clerk to draft the agenda item. ACTION:Clk

8. OCC matters

a) Oxfordshire Together (recent meeting with Town & Parish Councils) – note receipt of information and

proposals for parish councils to take on more Highways responsibilities, and ask Lands Committee to look

at the options so that the cost implications can be understood before the Finance Meeting on 8th

December

OCC has asked parish councils to consider taking on more duties which OCC currently carries out, such as

weed spraying and hedge cutting on verges. Deferred to Lands Committee. ACTION: LC

b) Discuss and agree response to consultation on Harwell & Chilton Area - Proposed Speed Limit/Width

Restriction/Traffic Calming/Pegasus Crossing

Some concerns included use of out of date maps and unclear diagrams. Mr Marsh volunteered to draft a

response. ACTION: DM

c) Discuss and agree response to consultation on Proposal to expand Chilton Primary School

Indications are that expansion of Harwell School will be consulted on at a later date. Ms Greenfield to speak

to Harwell school governors and ascertain any concerns they may have over the Chilton proposals.

ACTION: DG

d) Agree attendance at the A417 meeting on December 3rd

Mrs Beswick to attend. ACTION: KB

9. Matters relating to Council-owned lands and staff matters

a) Receive report from the Recreation Ground Facilities Committee

Ms Greenfield reported that the Requirements Workshop was well attended. Wish lists had been drawn up,

from which a Statement of Requirements will be prepared. The next step will be to look at future options,

including funding. Clerk to confer with Mr Buxton to ensure that health and safety issues which were raised

during the Workshop will not affect next year’s Feast. ACTION: Clk

b) Note that 1 quote has been received for a tree survey on the recreation ground

Further quotes being sought.
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10. Correspondence and circulars received by the Clerk

CPRE newsletter was taken by Mr Ricketts.
Harwell Campus Stakeholder meeting scheduled for 4th December; Mrs Boughton-Waite to attend.
OCC has published findings following its consultation on subsidised bus services; available on OCC website.
(Note: OCC website now updated by Mr Lilly’s report that OCC has voted to withdraw all bus service
subsidies).
VWHDC newsletter had been circulated to all councillors.
Email has been received from a resident concerned with traffic issues locally was forwarded to District &
County Councillors for answer (see also Mr Lilly’s report).

11. Items for next meeting

None.

Minutes prepared by Mrs S Taylor, Parish Clerk

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………………..Date………………………………………………………………..

ACTIONS from meeting:
DM: Draft responses to OCC consultation for Harwell & Chilton area, and planning application P15/V1940/FUL
KB: A417 meeting
DBW: H Campus stakeholder meeting
DG: Contact H school governors
LC: Consider Oxfordshire Together proposals
Clk: Confer re H Feast, agenda item re v hall



HPC 2015-11-10 Page 5 of 5

Item 7a -

HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL AT MEETING 10 NOVEMBER 2015

Payments made with general authorisation under Financial Regulations 6.4 & 7.2 since 6.10.2015

Cheque To Amount (£)

100947 J MacFarlane-Horgan – refund of grave grant 65.00
100948 South & Vale Carers – grant 200.00
100949 RBL Poppy Appeal – donation 25.00
100950 West GM – spares, repairs 42.64
100951 Millhill Tools – tools, spares 48.23
100952 UKAEA -H News printing 382.20
100953,SO Salaries October including HMRC 3606.35

Payments for approval at meeting 10 November 2015

100954 FCC – cemetery bin emptying 67.38

Petty cash

Balance at 1.10.15 224.75
Amount in
Amount out
Balance at 31.10.15

Authorisation is also given to the RFO to pay salaries for November 2015 totalling not more than £4,500, including HMRC payments for

PAYE & NICs, and utility bills.


