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Parish Council Meetings 

At the June meeting there was a lot of business 
regarding Council-owned Lands. It was reported that 
new plans for the proposed pavilion had been submitted 
to Vale WHDC. They have since been approved despite 
some objections; see elsewhere for a fuller report. 

The old stable building in the Freeman Orchard was on 
the agenda. This had been held up by the need to alter 
the Little Pippins’ Lease. Nothing had been heard 
though; at the July meeting it was reported that the 
Solicitor involved was demanding £400 to alter the 
lease to take out the area occupied by the stable. The 
Parish Council had no option but to agree. The Council 
was keen that the process be completed soon so work 
can be done during the summer holiday. 

The Parish Council is discussing formal leases with the 
Tennis Club and Bowls Club. A meeting had been held 
with a Tennis Club representative; the Tennis Club 
would like an annually renewable lease with some 
shared costs. A meeting has yet to be arranged with the 
Bowls Club. 

It was reported that some maintenance was required in 
the Churchyard, for which the Parish Council is 
responsible - two trees need attention plus a tombstone 
and the Cemetery wall. Quotes will be obtained. 

Under environmental matters, it was reported that the 
Council had received a donation of  £150 from the 
Harwell Environment Group, which has closed its bank 
account. Thanks were recorded; the money is to be used 
for environmental improvement. 

Also the Clerk had received complaints about parking in 
School Lane obstructing pedestrians. The Clerk will 
contact Highways and PCSOs. The Council would ask 
residents to avoid parking where it might cause an 
obstruction and particularly near road junctions, such as 
the High Street & Church Lane corner. 

Under AOB, the Council recorded its thanks to the Feast 
Committee for an entertaining Feast Day. 

At the July meeting it was reported that at last the 
Council has found a new supplier of commemorative 
plaques for the wall in the Cemetery – the previous 
supplier having gone out of business. 

The allotment rent review was due; this is for the fees 
from October 2010. Mr Lilly proposed an increase of £5 
per annum, to £15 per annum per plot; seconded by Mr 
Taylor, carried unanimously. Mr Ricketts suggested that 
allotment holders be again encouraged to form a 
Committee and take on responsibility for the site, as is 
commonly the case elsewhere. 

It was agreed to seek quotes for refurbishment work in 
the Cemetery that might be carried out when the new 
area is incorporated in the coming year. 

It was reported that some evidence forms have been 
completed to request bridleway status for the Winnaway 

and the track from near Zulu farm north and west to 
Cow Lane. It was agreed to submit applications to the 
County Council for these in due course. 

Before the July meeting started 2 representatives from 
local youth organisations outlined a proposed youth 
project for Harwell over the Summer, to be called Our 
Street Corner. Parish Council members had already 
been in discussions on the project, and the group had 
applied for sufficient funds elsewhere so the project 
could run for 4 weeks. Later during the Council meeting 
it was agreed to manage the funds of the project and to 
provide a grant of £250. See the separate item below. 

Mr Waite reported that his duties as part of the team 
shadowing the Vale WHDC Cabinet now included 
waste, building control and transport. The Vale is taking 
part in a campaign against littering from vehicles. He 
reported that the Vale DC was actively pursuing those 
responsible for fly-tipping on the track off the Didcot 
Road just beyond the A34. A large quantity of builder’s 
and household waste had been dumped. 

Our new County Councillor, Mr Stewart Lilly, 
mentioned several OCC matters; there are to be 25 new 
PCSOs in Oxfordshire, and there is a shortage of 
retained fire-fighters in the County. 

The minutes of both meetings are available on the PC’s 
website www.harwellparish.co.uk. Those from the most 
recent meeting are in draft form, and may be amended 
before approval at the next Council meeting.            
continued → 

Our Street Corner 

This is a youth project that will be taking 
place in our village for 4 weeks commencing 

on 10th August. 

A grant has been obtained from the Youth 
Opportunities Fund by a group of Harwell 

youngsters, backed by the Parish Council, to 
employ the youth worker. 

The project will consist of 2 weeks of 
intensive street work followed by a week of 
youth focus sessions and then a week which 

will culminate in an inter-generational 
workshop and a team-building day. 

The overall aim of this project is to enable 
the young people to get to know adults in 

Harwell and build positive relationships with 
the older community. 

If you would like to know more about this 
project please contact John Fisher on 835870 
or Janice Markey, 832802.
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 The next meetings of the Parish Council are on 
Tuesdays 9th September and 14th October. Items for the 
agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one 
week before this. Contact clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, 
on 01235 820006 where messages can be left, or by 
post to 1, Wantage Road, OX11 0LJ. Note that the 
Clerk has moved so do not deliver anything to this 
address; the Post Office is redirecting it to the Clerk’s 
new address. A PO Box is being set up and will be 
advertised when available. Office hours are 9am to 5pm 
Mondays. 

Use of Street litter bins:  Would parishioners please 
not use these for household, garden waste or dog-waste, 
and on the latter, if you think there is a need for a dog-
waste bin somewhere, please advise the Clerk, Thanks. 

Planning Matters 
Permissions: 
HAR/7208/2 Extension at Devonia, Didcot Road. 
HAR/3503/4 Extensions at High Drive, Townsend. 
HAR/10723/4 Alter gable roof and convert roofspace, 
Greystones, Didcot Road. 
HAR/5841/14, 15-LB Form new pedestrian access at 
The Old Brewery, High Street. 
HAR/20858 Single storey ext Burr House, Burr St. 
HAR/17237/1 2-storey rear ext and 1-storey side ext. at 
Porlock, Wellshead. 
HAR/566/8-X New pavilion, sports changing rooms, 
parish office & meeting room, on land at Recreation 
Ground, Westfield for Harwell Parish Council. 

New Applications: 
HAR/20846 2-storey ext at 14, Kings Lane. 
HAR/3900/1 Extensions at Ty Gwyn, Reading Road 
HAR/15729/3-LB Create 2 separate units, Cherry 
Barns, High St. & 5,6-LB to provide air-conditioning. 
HAR/10828/7 Replacement of temporary 
accommodation by permanent building, Little Pippins, 
Freeman Orchard. 
HAR/2231/12 Revised new house and garage, Froud 
Builders, Reading Road. 
OCC ref R3.0126/09 Extensions & removal of 
temporary classroom at Harwell Primary School. 
HAR/5169 Garage at Fieldene, Reading Road. 
HAR/7980/5,6-LB Reprovision of timber outbuildings 
for garage and living space & glazed link structure to 
existing house at Blenheim House, Blenheim Hill. 
HAR/6404/9-LB part rebuilding of external wall facing 
High St. at White Hart. 

 

Contact details District Councillors: 
Mrs. M. Turner 15 Tyrrells Close, 821248 
margaret.turner@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. Reg Waite 
reg@regwaite.co.uk 7 Hengest Gate 861779 

From Stewart Lilly, your new County Councillor: 
I would like to express my gratitude to everyone in the 
village of Harwell for the turnout at the recent County 
Council Elections, which allowed me to become your 
County Councillor for the next four years.  

My predecessor, Colin Lamont, has now retired, and I 
take this opportunity of wishing him well in his 
retirement and thank him for all the work he has 
undertaken on behalf of the village over many years.   

Many of you may know, having seen me canvassing on 
your doorstep that I have not been a County Councillor 
before. Over the last few weeks since the election the 
induction meetings and learning has been quite intense.    

This Parish of Harwell has a lot of challenges facing it.  
The development proposals to the west of Didcot, 
within our Parish, are a major challenge.   The creation 
of further employment at the Harwell Business Park is 
good news in many respects but we must not overlook 
the small and just as important matters right down to 
that pothole in the road. 

I hope to submit a few words of County Council news 
in each issue of this Newsletter, and keep you up to date 
with the matters that I consider important to our village.   

I am hoping that the village will unite and support Dr 
John Delfosse and his Committee in taking forward the 
proposals for a new Sports Pavilion Complex which will 
form an extension to the existing British Legion Club.   
More news to follow on this. 

If anyone has anything that they would like me to 
pursue on their behalf please email me at 

stewart.lilly@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 
 
 

 
Harwell Dental Practice 

Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ. 
01235-831889   www.harwelldental.co.uk 

 
Fully independent local dental care 

Easy free parking 
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Are you a parent or carer for a toddler or a 
baby or even a mum-to-be? Come along to 
Harwell Fun Club and you can make new 
friends. We meet each Tuesday of term time 
at the village hall between 9:30 and 11:30 am.  

Craft activities are provided for the 
toddlers and children (up to 5 yrs). We have 
a wide range of toys for all ages and at the 
end of the session we sing some songs. 

The cost per session is just £1 per family 
and includes a snack and drink for all children 
and adults. Your first visit is free.  

For more information please contact Penny 
Curtis on 01235 831558 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Harwell Gardener’s Club 

Mon Sept. 7th Harwell Village Hall 7.30 p.m. 
A talk on English Manor Gardens 

by Jenny Whitham. 
 

Village Produce Show 
Saturday 12th September. Village Hall. 

Schedules now available from Bobs Butchers. 
Classes range from fruit & vegetables 

through to arts & crafts, flower arranging, 
photography, cooking & more.  
Children’s and adult classes. 

Open to all. Visitors from 3pm. 

Harwell Rainbows 
We have just come to the end of another busy and 
successful year - recent activites have included 
swimming, working for the Adventure Out badge, 
taking part in a "time travel" evening in Didcot, 
making butterfly cakes, painting pebbles and going 
on treasure hunts. 

Guiding will be celebrating its centenary year from 
September 2009 to October 2010 and we will be 
taking part in many special events throughout the 
year, starting with a county centenary launch party at 
the Cotswold Wildlife Park on 5th September.  

Rainbows are the youngest members of Girlguiding 
UK, aged five to seven. We meet on Fridays, at 
Harwell School from 5.30 to 6.30pm. If you would 
like to find out more about Rainbows or to enquire 
about places, please contact Lynn Nickerson, 
835254, lynn.nickerson@ntlworld.com 

The Mobile Library will be in Harwell, at V 
Hall 9.15 to 9.40 on Wed. Aug 19, Sept 2,16,30th 

Baby and 
Toddler 

Group 
News 

 
BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE  
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine  

and new English oak 

BUILDING SERVICES  
Extensions, windows, doors 

Carpentry and joinery 

www.fox-wood.co.uk 
Tel/Fax: 01235 835553 

Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk 
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Village Pantomime! 

Dick Whittington. 

To be staged Jan 2010. 
In aid of Village Hall funds. 

Parts for:- 
Singers (Solo and Choral), Dancers, 

Actors, Musicians, 
Backstage, Set Designers & Builders, 

Make Up, Wardrobe, 
Front of House, Ticket Sellers 

All ages welcome. Auditions – 
Friday 4th September 7 p.m. 
HARWELL VILLAGE HALL 

If you would like a solo singing part 
please come prepared to sing. 

Enquiries to Janice Markey 832802. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              Little Pippins Pre-School  
                      in conjunction with Harwell Primary  
             is delighted to announce the launch of its new  
                                    After School Club 
 
        Available from September 2009, it will provide flexible  
                     childcare for pre-school children from  
                           8am to 5.45pm – Tu/Wed/Thur 
                                8am to 3pm – Mon/Fri 
 
                                       Please contact  
                      Debbie Cadman on 01235 835198 or  
                    pop into the pre-school to find out more 
 
                                              Little Pippins Pre‐School, 
         Freeman Orchard, Between 4‐6 Gaveston Road, Harwell Village,  
                                 Oxfordshire OX11 0HP.    01235 821741 

Little Pippins A Company Limited by Guarantee with 
Charitable Status   Registered Charity No. 1105994. 

 

Oxfordshire Cycle Training News 

Thank you very much once again to all the local 
drivers for all the considerate driving around our 
practice and test sites in March, April and May. I am 
pleased to report that all 12 children passed first time 
(even with a pretty tough examiner), so well done to: 
Charlotte Adams, Gemma Badger, Jack Bartlett, 
Amy-Louise Belcher, Sam Cullen, Callum 
Cockburn, Alicia Dickens, Charlotte Grocutt, Oliver 
Hartley, Leon Mackellar, Adam Simcox and Annie 
Vickers, 

Fiona Tankard and Lesley Saunders (Volunteers, 
Oxfordshire Cycle Training Scheme) 

Have you ever brought food to the Village Hall on 
your own plate and forgotten to pick it up 

afterwards? Following the clean-up of the Hall in 
June, there is a pile of 'odd' plates in the cupboard 

waiting to be claimed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANTIQUES  - Wanted 

 
Single items or deceased effects cleared 

Jewellery, silver, china, etc. 
Furniture Pre 1930 

Telephone 01235 221152 

Northmoor Trust Family Fun Sundays 
Free entry to Project Timescape, delicious cream 

teas and family fun and games. 
Something for everyone, every Sunday this 

summer! www.northmoortrust.co.uk 

Sunday 30th August: 10am – 5pm 
Northmoor Trust Go Batty on European Bat Week 

Love bats? We do!  Find out  what's myth and 
what's true in the world of bats. Mask making £3  

Sunday 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th September: 10 – 5pm 
Northmoor Trust Wild Food Foraging 

Drop in session - Blackberries, rosehips, nettles and 
more. ‘How to’ kits  £2. 

Also: 
Thursday 6th  & 20th  August: 8pm - 10.30pm 

Northmoor Trust Bat Walks 
Learn more about these fascinating 'night fliers' on a 

walk through the woods. Adults £5, Friends & 
under 16s free. Call 01865 407792 to book. 

Northmoor Trust Little Wittenham 
Visit our website at www.northmoortrust.co.uk 
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Harwell Women’s Institute 

There has been lots going on in Harwell at the WI in 
the last two months! 

In June we had a Wine and Cheese ‘tasting’ evening 
arranged for us by Waitrose.  As well as a healthy 
attendance by Members, we also welcomed 20 
guests so all had a good time.  We had splendid 
weather for our Coffee Morning at Kate & Keith 
Beswick’s house and everyone enjoyed coffee with 
home made scones, jam and cream.    

At our July meeting Retired Customs Inspector, 
Malcolm Nelson, gave an interesting and extremely 
amusing talk about his Forty years Catching 
Smugglers.  It was fascinating to learn how they get 
leads on prospective smugglers, often of drugs, 
ranging from all walks of life and all ages 

Apart from the regular monthly evening meetings, 
Members had a pleasant day for a visit to The 
Arboretum at Nuneham Courtenay ending up with 
lunch at The Chequers at Burcot.  There was also a 
visit the Botanical Gardens and Magdalen College 
Meadow in Oxford with an excellent guide who told 
Members about the function of the Gardens and 
plants that can be used for medical research.  
Twenty Members visited the ISIS project at Harwell 
on one of their Open Afternoons and had a very 
interesting insight into the work carried out there.  
Several members made a ‘Posh’ Scarecrow and 
joined 500 other Members and over 50 Scarecrows 
at Millets Farm for a Barbeque and Musical evening. 
Other Members went to ‘Africa Day’ with one of the 
Speakers being our very own David Marsh and also 
a wonderful visit to Hatfield House, which was 
opened exclusively for W.I. members. 

September sees a visit to the River and Rowing 
Museum in Henley, a Science Lecture at RAL and a 
day out in Bristol.   

There is no meeting in August. However there is an 
OFWI Summer Exhibition of Art at Benson Village 
Hall on the 14 August, which will be well worth a 
visit.  There is also a walk of about 5 miles planned 
for Wednesday 19 August. 

The next evening meeting is on Wednesday 9th 
September and is a showing of Old Films from the 
1940’s and 50’s.  There will also be social time with 
tea, coffee and cakes.  

The rest of the year will see an exciting programme 
including Hands-on Instruments, Talking Hats - 
comic monologues, Hand Bell Ringing, The magic 
of Poetry, Story and Song, and Bess of Hardwick 
Hall. 

Come and join us this year and enjoy the events. 
Visitors are always welcome.  Meetings are on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall.   For more information, contact our 
Secretary, Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430. 

Harwell Village Hall 

At the recent AGM the retiring Chairman and 
booking secretary, Colin and Ann Lamont were 
thanked for their hard and valuable work by the 
committee. 

Keith Beswick was elected chairman and Martin 
Ricketts was re-elected vice chairman and minutes 
secretary. Ron Haley continues as treasurer and 
Oana Shorter as booking secretary. 

Income for the Freeman and Village Halls increased. 
The committee was grateful for successful 
fundraising. A three metre wide screen has been 
purchased and a projector will shortly be installed. 

It is planned to put some Hall pages on the Parish 
website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

trees lopped & felled, stumps removed 
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared 

walls – paths – drives 
sand, ballast, shingle supplied 
for free estimate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

Editorial Notes: Harwell News is published at the beginning of 
alternate months. Other than in reports of Parish Council matters any 
opinions expressed are not those of the Parish Council. Items for the 
Oct issue should be supplied by Sept 21st. - email news@ 
harwellparish.co.uk Distribution is organised by Mrs. Pat Staples, tel. 
01235 833660. Advertising queries to the Clerk, see page 2. 
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Harwell Feast Committee                                                             
Organisations are reminded that the closing 
date for applications for funding from the 

proceeds of this year’s Harwell Feast is 
August 15th . Applications in writing to  

Janice Markey, 17, Didcot Road, Harwell 
OXON OX11 0DP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Didcot Cricket Club cycle ride 

The Brisland family, from Barrow Lane, Harwell, were 
amongst a group of 9 cyclists from Didcot Cricket Club, 
who successfully completed a 956 mile bike ride, from 
John O'Groats to Land's End, at the beginning of July. 

They are raising funds to refurbish the pavilion at 
Didcot Cricket Club, of which several boys from 
Harwell village are members. 

If you would like to support them and have not already 
done so, please send cash or cheques (made payable to 
Didcot Cricket Club), to Alison Brisland, Harvest 
Moon, Barrow Lane, Harwell, Oxon, OX11 0EA. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk 

didcot@thomasmerrifield.co.uk 
01235 813777 

Your Local Independent Estate Agents 
If you are thinking of selling, would like a free 
market appraisal or expert advice then please 

contact us. 

 
HANDY MAN 

 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

Reasonable Rates with No Call Out Fees 
Tiling, Painting, Decorating, Fixtures & Fittings and 

More! 

Phone Richard on 07799 578744 
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From Newington Nurseries - Ornamental 
Grasses 
If you’re looking for a plant with architectural qualities, 
a hint of the exotic and very low requirements for care, 
then ornamental grasses could be your answer. 
Flowering grasses provide a spectacle in the garden that 
far outweighs their demands for care, or their initial 
investment. Many, including Imperata, Pennisetum and 
Miscanthus are said to be ‘trouble free’ and they can 
bring pleasure year after year. They’re also fantastic for 
softening up hard landscaping, perhaps on a new site.  

The range of ornamental grasses available these days 
means that you can find something for every situation. 
In even the smallest garden you should be able to plant 
specimens of several different species/varieties. The 
taller species and varieties offer the promise of sensory 
reward from the movement and sound as breezes sough 
through the leaves. Shorter grasses are suitable for 
container planting. 

Here is a flavour of the wide variety of shapes and sizes 
on offer. Miscanthus sinensis ‘Silberfeder’ (silver 
feather) can develop stems as long as 2.5m that remain 
as an attractive garden feature through winter. The 
leaves of Miscanthus sinensis ‘Zebrinus’ are shorter 
(reaching about 1.2m), but the creamy horizontal 
banding they exhibit can make them appear stippled in 
sunshine on cloudy days. Imperata cylindrica ‘Rubra’, 
also known as the ‘Red Baron’, is another spectacular 
grass. It’s a clump-forming plant and the leaves are 
shorter, at about 40cm, but they turn red from the tips of 
the stems downwards, almost as far as the base. 
Pennisetum villosum (also known as feathertop) is an 
example of a wonderful perennial grass that produces 
soft, feathery heads in late summer and early autumn.  

Ornamental grasses combine well with other plants. 
Autumn flowering plants, for example, asters, 
helianthus or chrysanthemums make good partners, but 
foliage plants can also be effective alongside more 
subtle grasses. For example a side-by-side blend of the 
foliage of Miscanthus sinensis ‘Variegatus’ and 
Elaeagnus ‘Quicksilver’ can be a delightful and 
understated combination. 

Most grasses are easy to grow and will thrive in even 
poorer soils, though they do tend to need a full sun 
position. Once established they will perform year after 

 

 year with the minimum of intervention and have low 
water requirements, making them perfect for drought-
prone areas. However, if you want to do your best by 
them, feed in spring with a general purpose fertiliser. 
They’re sufficiently sturdy to survive the odd ball being 
kicked through them, which makes them the ideal 
choice for a family garden. 

More than at any other time, the garden is a refuge now. 
As a place to escape from sweaty cars and offices it 
can’t be bettered and in these recessionary times, leisure 
destinations that are as economical or rewarding are 
very hard to find. This is the time when an old garden, 
one that you’ve grown with over the years, can be at its 
most delightful. As the sun moves slowly round on hot 
days, you relish the shade of an old tree or wall that 
you’ve known for many summers. It can also be fun to 
enjoy the novelty of something new if you’ve recently 
moved. Now is not the time for working too hard (in the 
garden or at the office!). Carry on with your routine 
tasks and maybe take on a little project if you’re feeling 
especially energetic, but mostly, sit back and relax! 

Autumn plant sale – 3 plants for the price of 2 during 
September & October! Also visit The Escape Café 
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The Cherborne Gallery 
& Pictures Framing Service 

www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk 

Artist and Framer with 25 years 
experience offers a visiting service 

 in your home.  
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell. 

Services include Tapestry Stretching, 
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning 

And Renovation,  
Football Shirts & Memorabilia, 

Coins & Trophies 

Please ring mobile number, allow to ring 
twice, and I will call you back ASAP 

No order paid for unless entirely satisfied

Call CHERRY on 
07765 345 992 

 

 
Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education Centre

Pirate’s Paradise 
24th - 28th August 2009 

10am until 3.30pm 

Hey there me hearties! 
 
Come and have a great family day out figuring out the 
clues and working your way through different 
challenges to find treasure hidden on the reserve. 

Pirate picnics are most welcome. 
Teas and coffees will be available for flagging 

mutineers. 

Please note: Limited parking so please think of boat 
sharing or using our bike mooring.    No dogs please. 

We are situated at the end of Milton ParkOX14 4TE 
On the 32 bus route Harwell to Abingdon 

Admission: Free Contact: Linda Knight 01235 
862024 

lindaknight@bbowt.org.uk 

Art in Nature 

Saturday, 12th September 11am to 3.30pm 

Come and celebrate our birthday with us! 
Lots to see and do including: 

Owls, bees and bugs! Willow and wood creations! 
Pond dipping and more…… 

Refreshments available. 
Admission: Donations of £1 per person 

Nordic Walking is coming to 
Oxfordshire for FREE! 

GO Active (Get Oxfordshire Active) have received 
funding from the Big Lottery Fit as a Fiddle 
well-being project to run a series of Nordic walking 
courses during the summer for anyone aged 50 and 
over. They will run for 8 weeks and are completely 
free! In addition, taster sessions are being held in 
various locations prior to each course. 
Places are limited so contact you local GO Active 
Coordinator today for more information on a course 
or taster session near you: Anna Capel-Davies tel 
520202 anna.capel-davies@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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