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Parish Council News 
September Meeting 

In the Open Forum, PCSO Kirby had provided a written 

report and apologised for not being able to attend in 

person. There has been a theft of lead from a house in 

the village, with as yet no arrest made, and speed 

checks have been carried out on the A417. 

District Councillors Reg Waite & Mrs Margaret Turner 

had provided a written report, items from which are 

given on page 2. He confirmed that as yet, there had not 

been any contact with residents of North and South 

Drives regarding possible ward boundary changes. 

County Councillor Stewart Lilly reported that funding 

will be available for an A417 improvements study as 

part of the development of Science Vale UK in the next 

12 months, and that the VAS for Reading Road will be 

installed soon (it now has been), and that he has found 

funding of £1000 towards the play area project. Mrs 

Beswick expressed grateful thanks on behalf of the 

Refurbishment Committee. He also mentioned that 

proposals for a larger than previously envisaged 

supermarket within Harwell Parish in Great Western 

Park are to be open for consultation. 

A member of the public had asked Mr Marsh to 

mention the delay in installing the VAS, and also to ask 

whether the A417 along to Rowstock could have a 

30mph speed limit. The Parish Council had already 

made this request to OCC some time ago. Mr Lilly 

reiterated that the A417 would be assessed for possible 

improvements as mentioned above. 

On external liaison, Mr Marsh & Mrs Beswick had 

attended a meeting concerned with the ownership & 

management of facilities in Great Western Park at 

which it was acknowledged that proposals put forward 

were problematic. 

The Chairman had had a meeting with Taylor Wimpey 

to discuss proposals for Barrow Road and Grove Road - 

discussed later on the agenda. 

Mrs Beswick had attended a meeting with Goodmans. It 

seems that North Drive residents are at present reluctant 

to enter into negotiations with them, which was to be 

regretted; the Council was agreed that benefits might be 

obtained from discussion. 

Under Planning Matters, apart from applications and 

permissions etc which are listed on page 2, Mr Marsh 

reported that developers are working with the 

landowner with a view to building houses on the 2 sites 

previously submitted to VWHDC under its Interim 

Housing Supply Policy. Discussions are at an early 

stage, but if permitted, building would begin before 

Valley Park is started (west of Great Western Park). 

The Council felt that the main concern, provided that 

the village wanted the proposed houses, would be 

increased traffic along Grove Road, and that access 

problems for the Barrow Road site would be of 

particular concern. The Council's former comments on 

the sites were still felt to be relevant, including the loss 

of BMV farmland. 

A meeting to discuss the setting up of a formal local 

group to liase with VWHDC on its Local Plan had been 

attended by the Chairman and Mr Fox-Davies. Mr Fox-

Davies commented that Didcot Town Council had been 

invited to participate in the Group, even though Didcot 

is outside VWHDC area, and that DTC was very 

supportive and keen to work to get things right for the 

locality. Mr Marsh added that VWHDC's new Local 

Plan should be ready to present to Cabinet by February 

2013, and in theory could be adopted by the end of 

2014. This could lead to speculative planning 

applications in the intervening time, as there will be no 

Local Plan in place as guidance. The Council agreed 

that three representatives from the PC should continue 

to attend meetings of the Working Group. 

The Vale WHDC is in the process of reducing the 

number of District Councillors, and had sent 

suggestions on ward boundaries to the Boundaries 

Commission, including proposed changes for Harwell 

ward. Mrs Turner and Mr Waite had submitted 

objections to the proposals, which could lead to Harwell 

being split. The councillors felt that the Vale’s 

arguments displayed a lack of understanding of the 

parish. The Vale did not consult local parishes before 

submitting its proposals, but there will be consultation 

as part of the next stage in the review process. The 

Council agreed to discuss the matter further at a later 

meeting, and to make residents aware of the VWHDC 

proposals – more in the next issue. 

Under matters relating to Council Lands, it was reported 

that work on the playground refurbishment had started. 

A contract was awaited for the largest grant, from 

WREN, which administers the Landfill Tax, and Mr 

Marsh would sign this. WREN intends to attend the 

opening ceremony on 27th October, and other funders 

will also be invited. Further funding continues to be 

sought for Phase 2, and should there be any funds left 

over, they will go towards maintenance costs. Some 

funding for Phase 2 has been confirmed but some 

funders will only release funds after the contractors' 

invoices have been paid. 

Because of uncertainty about the final amount to be 

obtained from grants, the Council agreed to cover the 

expenditure of up to £12,000 to complete phase 2 of the 

playground on the basis that the money would be 

expected from grants. The Council acknowledged that 

there was a small risk that promised grant funding 

might not be awarded, but agreed that the whole cost of 

the project should be covered.  Cont. → 

Some Events for your diary  see page 

Friday 12 Oct  Moonrakers concert, Church  p12 

Sunday 21 Oct Village Hall Plans on show  p 3 

Sunday 27 Oct  New Playground Opening p4 

Friday 2 Nov  Fireworks at School  p12 

Saturday 17 Nov Children in Need Concert p12 

Friday 23 Nov Feast Quiz V. Hall  p12 
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Also under Lands, the Council agreed how it should 

reply to queries from the Allotments Tenants Group, 

although with one dissenting voice. An item to agree 

that income and expenditure on the Parish Allotments 

be treated as a separate fund was deferred until the 

October meeting. Some councillors and the Clerk felt 

that Mr Ricketts, who had proposed it, although giving 

up his allotment plot at the end of September, still had a 

pecuniary interest in this matter as an allotment tenant, 

and this would cease by the October meeting. 

Other Parish matters included a report on the recent 

Rights of Way walk. Footpath 3, alongside the A34 was 

in need of attention, and Mr Ricketts commented that 

the Highways Agency should be contacted, as the path 

lay within the limits if the A34.   

It was agreed that the winter salt allocation from the 

OCC should be given to the School if it wanted it. 

Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available 

on the web, in draft form until approved at the 

following meeting. The next meetings of the Parish 

Council are on Tuesdays 9th October and 13th 

November. Items for the agenda need to be with the 

Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one week before the meeting. 

Contact her on 01235 820006 where messages can be 

left, email clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, or by post to 

P.O. Box 223 Wantage OX12 2DH. Office hours, in the 

Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays.  

To contact Councillors, see the appropriate page at 

www.harwellparish.co.uk 

Planning Matters 

Decisions made since the PC meeting are included. 

Permissions: 

P12/V1040   Erection of a religious meeting hall at Land 

adjacent to Fieldside, Didcot Road 

P12/V1128   New vehicular access onto Didcot Road B4493 

at Rose Dene, Didcot Road. 

P12/V1365   Single storey side and rear extension, window to 

first floor side elevation at 24 Westfield 

P12/V1456/HH  Alteration of bungalow roof from gable end 

to hip end including removing rear dormer window and 

replacing with a roof light at Brookside, School Lane 

P12/V1507/HH   Amendments to plans, The Crispin, Burr St 

P12/V1554/FUL & P12/V1574/LB   Reduction in size of 

c1990 extension at rear of house (amendment to previously 

approved Planning Permission P12/V0674 and 

P12/V0925/LB) at Fairlawn, Church Lane 

P12/V1702/HH   Erection of single storey Conservatory at 

Fern Bungalow, Didcot Road 

P12/V1430/LB   Internal works at The Cherry Barn, High St 

Refusals: 

P12/V1246 & P12/V1247/CA   Demolition of existing garden 

wall. Erection of new garden wall and new access onto 

highway and crossover at 3 Jenning Lane. 

P12/V1578/A     Erection of two freestanding at Harwell 

Science & Innovation Campus 

The Planning Committee members had objected to this 

application as being too visually prominent on the highway in 

the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty, and would therefore be out of keeping with its 

immediate surroundings. An additional 2 large signs would 

cause distraction to road users at this very busy roundabout. 

and although sign 1 is well away from the 4 existing signs at 

Fermi Avenue it adds to the general clutter of signs along the 

front of the site which is in an AONB. There should be an 

amalgamation of signage to suit all needs.  

Appeal Decision - Refusal: 

P12/V0372 Detached 2-bed dwelling at 8 Wantage Road 

Applications: 

P12/V1740/HH   Remove existing conservatory. Extension 

and alteration for registered disabled person wheelchair access 

at Early Rivers, Grove Road 

The Council had no objections to this application, but asked 

that neighbours’ comments be taken into consideration. 

P12/V0815/HAW  Amendment to previous application 

relating to Thistledome, Grove Road 

Objections remained to the fact that the development will 

extend the building line forward, but the Council decided not 

to object as long as screening plants will be used to obscure 

the new building on the western side of the drive, thus 

lessening the visual impact of the new building on the 

approach to the village. 

Join the Poppy People 

Volunteer for the Poppy Appeal and support our Armed 

Forces, past and present. Poppy Collectors are needed 

for Harwell village and surrounding area.  

Please contact: Wendy Clarke via Royal British Legion 

Club, Westfield, Harwell or email branch @harwellrbl 

.co.uk. All offers of support greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 
Harwell Dental Practice 

Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ. 
01235-831889   www.harwelldental.co.uk 

 
Fully independent local dental care 

Easy free parking 
 

mailto:accounts@harwellparish.co.uk
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District Council Matters 

Disposal of all your small electrical and electronic 

items: This service is also now in full operation and the 

Vale has installed special distinctively pink bins at 

Tesco's in Didcot, Sainsbury's Wantage and elsewhere. 

You can now recycle all your small electrical and 

electronic items, such as hairdryers, kettles, irons, 

telephones, handheld video games and all other small 

electrical/electronic items. 

Battery Recycling: This new service is also in full 

operation and we can now recycle our household 

batteries with our kerbside collections and aims to 

tackle the problem of batteries in landfill. Batteries 

buried in landfill can leak mercury, lead or cadmium 

into the ground causing soil and water pollution: a 

health risk for humans and wildlife. 

Put your old batteries - AAA, AA, C and D size 

batteries as well as button, mobile phone, laptop and 

rechargeable batteries - in a clear plastic bag such as a 

sandwich bag. Then leave it out for collection on top of 

your green recycling bin. 

Please note, that car batteries will not be collected in 

this scheme - take them to your nearest household waste 

recycling centre. 

Fly-tipping and wrong use of recycling bins: 

Two incidents have arisen recently and reported to the 

Vale's Environment Wardens and Waste Team.  A 

substantial amount of mixed waste including child's 

garden slide, rusty metalware, several vehicle tyres and 

garden material was dumped at the bottom of the 

footpath/bridleway from Harwell to West Hagbourne; 

and a mattress was deposited in the footpath from Burr 

Street to King's Lane.  

This is a real ongoing problem.  Furthermore many 

residents and businesses are placing their waste in the 

recycling bins without any sorting whatsoever - this 

includes the bins in our Royal British Legion car park.  

Many are dumping this rubbish in and around the 

recyclable bins, particularly during bank holiday 

periods. 

The result is that the volume going to landfill is not 

reducing as we would like. Discussions are being held 

with Biffa to ascertain whether they can empty these 

bins before and after weekends and bank holidays. 

If you spot anyone neglecting the sorting of their waste 

and dumping it in car parks or anywhere else like 

footpaths, bridleways and so on please endeavour to 

take vehicle number plates and report date and time of 

these incidents direct to the Vale's waste team or to us. 

Reg Waite reg.waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

& Mrs Margaret Turner, tel 01235 821248. 

 

Police Surgeries – Have Your Say meetings are held 

monthly in the Village Hall. The next are:  

Saturday 6th October  12noon – 1pm 

Sunday 11th November 12noon to 1pm. 

 

Village Hall Open Day 

Sunday October 21st 

Come along to the Village Hall between 12 noon and 

4pm have a coffee or tea and some cake with your 

friends and neighbours and find out about two exciting 

developments in the Village. 

 

The Village Hall refurbishment and extension plans will 

be displayed including a new kitchen, improved 

facilities for all ages and interests, a new home for the 

Youth Club and a brand new hall to replace the 

Freeman Hall. There will be refreshments and a chance 

to talk informally to Trustees, ask questions and give 

your feedback.  The architect will also be available 

from 2:30 onwards. Don't miss this chance to see what 

is planned and give your feedback. Be part of it! 

There will also be a preview of the Harwell Jubilee 

Playground, which will have its Grand Opening the 

following weekend at the Recreation Ground on 

Saturday 27 October from 12 noon to 3pm. 

Drop in and see what is happening with these two 

exciting projects at the heart of our village life. 

 

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING 

Trading Standards Approved 
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered 

 Boiler Servicing 

 Central Heating Installations 

 General Plumbing 

 Free Estimates, No job too small 

 Emergency call-outs 

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655 
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk 

email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com 
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Election of a Police and Crime Commissioner for the 

Thames Valley Region 

On Thursday 15 November 2012, there will be the first 

ever election of a Police and Crime Commissioner for 

the area covered by the Thames Valley Police Force, ie 

Berks, Bucks and Oxon.  The list of candidates will be 

announced towards the end of October. Polling hours 

will be 7am to 10pm and normal electoral polling 

stations will be used. To cast your vote you must be 

registered to do so by 31 October 

The figures for each of the Districts through the Thames 

Valley area will be supplied to the Police Area 

Returning Officer for the Thames Valley, Andrew 

Grant, Chief Executive of Aylesbury Vale District 

Council and he will aggregate those figures to 

determine who has been elected. Further information is 

available from the Vale WHDC. 

What will the role of the Police and Crime 

Commissioner be? 

The new Police and Crime Commissioner will be 

elected by the public to hold chief constables and the 

their area police force to account.  The aim is to cut 

crime and deliver an effective and efficient police 

service within their force area, ensure community needs 

are met as effectively as possible, to work in partnership 

across a range of agencies at local and national level to 

ensure there is a unified approach to preventing and 

reducing crime, and to set the force budget and the 

police precept, which is part of the Council Tax. 

Commissioners will not be expected to run the police; 

chief constables will remain operationally independent. 

The Commissioner will be the voice of the people and 

will hold the chief constable to account. 

In consultation with the chief constable, the 

Commissioner will be required to publish a Police and 

Crime Plan and an Annual Report to enable the public 

to understand what is happening in their area and what 

progress is being made. 

In Thames Valley, the force and the Police Authority 

have established a Transition Board to assist the 

handover to the Commissioner. For more info see 

www.thamesvalley.police.uk/aboutus/aboutus-pcc.htm  

At Cornerstone - The Big Draw - 6 & 7 October 

Join us for the national event which aims to get 

everyone drawing.. Have fun with paper, pens and 

crayons in the gallery to draw snowflakes for our 

Winter Wonderland. 

Harwell Jubilee Playground 

You may be wondering why we are calling our project 

Harwell Jubilee Playground and you would be partly 

right if you thought it was in respect of the Queen's 

Diamond Jubilee this year. But did you know that when 

the fields were first purchased, back in 1922, they were 

called Jubilee Meadows (after Queen Victoria)? (Issue 

no 3 of the Harwell News September 1977) We thought 

that, and our Queen's Jubilee, was a fitting reason to 

rename the playground. The sign for the playground, 

with most of our sponsors and supporters identified is 

already in place and the work has started. It is moving 

at a good pace and several pieces of equipment are 

already in place. The youngsters from OSC youth club, 

who started the project of refurbishing the playground, 

and several families, were there on Tuesday to cut the 

first turf. 

 

We hope the project will be finished by the end of 

October, when we are planning our opening ceremony 

to which you are all warmly invited. It will be held on 

Saturday 27th October, at the recreation ground 

between 12 noon and 3pm. All our village organisations 

have been invited to run a fun activity and we are 

planning a BBQ and refreshments. We want this to be a 

real village event, a bit like a mini Feast day and have 

invited special guests to open the playground and all our 

sponsors and supporters to be there.  

  

Work on the new playground 

 

ANTIQUES  - Wanted 
 

Single items or deceased effects cleared 

Jewellery, silver, china, etc. 

Furniture Pre 1930 

Telephone 01235 221152 

 
 

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork 

*Fencing *Garden Clearance 

 

Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378 

E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk 

mailto:ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk
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HARWELL WI 
It doesn’t seem possible that summer is almost over and 

the nights have started drawing in In August there was a 

Club walk from Wallingford, via the Castle Grounds, to 

The Waterside Café at Benson for coffee and cake!  The 

day was glorious with some sunshine for a change and 

members and 2 dogs thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

After the summer break, in September Carol Hunt gave 

us an inspiring talk about Re-inventing your wardrobe, 

giving practical , money-saving ways to update and/or 

embellish existing clothes.  She was an excellent 

speaker and had some fascinating and innovative ideas 

And on 13th September a mini-bus took a small group 

to Stratford upon Avon to the Theatre to see 

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, including a short guided 

tour and lunch. 

On 10 October Lee Butler is talking about ‘Chinese 

Medicine’.  This will be taking an alternative look at 

our Health and Well-being. 

On 14 November our very own Kate Beswick will be 

demonstrating the making of Corn Stars and everyone 

will be encouraged to join in and make a decoration for 

the Christmas Tree. 

There are also Theatre trips as and when available 

during the year, which are notified to those wishing to 

be involved.  There are also many other outings 

organised by Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and these 

can be joined by the members via the Club Treasurer. 

Come and see for yourself. Find out at first hand the 

many interesting speakers, visits and outings we have to 

offer.  Visitors are always welcome.  Meetings are on 

the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall.   For more information about joining us or 

about any of the above activities, contact our Secretary, 

Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430. Email: 

penny@digitalsafaris.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a parent or carer for a baby or toddler, or even 

a mum-to–be? If so, come along to Fun Club and make 

new friends. 

We meet each Tuesday in term time at the Harwell 

Village Hall, 9.30am to 11.30am. 

We have a wide variety of toys for all ages, a weekly 

craft activity, and there is a dedicated baby area. 

The cost is £1.50 per family which includes a snack and 

a drink for the children and adults. Your first session is 

free. 

In October we have Squibb Photography at Fun Club so 

come and get your little ones photographed in time for 

Christmas. Details will be displayed at Fun Club or see 

our Facebook page. 

On 23
rd

 October we are taking part in the Big Toddle to 

raise money for the children’s charity Barnardo’s.  

If you would like any further information please 

contact:  Catherine Gowers on 01235 820277 

or email catherine.gowers@ yahoo.co.uk 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall car 

park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the following 

Wednesdays: 10
th

 24
th

 October, 7
th

, 21
st
 November 

JANET LYNN FOOTCARE 
 

Mobile foot care services including nail trimming, 
treatment of corns, calluses, fungal nails and more in 

the comfort of your own home 
 

Day, evening and weekend appointments available 
 

Janet Lynn MCFHP MAFHP 
Tel: 07714 568115 

www.janetlynnfootcare.com 
Fully insured and with a clear CRB check 

 

mailto:penny@digitalsafaris.com
http://www.janetlynnfootcare.com/
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32nd Harwell Village Produce Show 

On Sat 16th September the 32nd Annual Village 

Produce Show was held in the school. Firstly, The 

Gardeners' Club would like to thank the school for 

being such wonderful hosts to us. And the school had a 

good few veg. entries of their own. 

As usual our regular fruit and vegetable growers 

managed to produce excellent crops despite the poor 

growing conditions this year. Alwyn, Fred, Mike & Sue 

were locked in competition and this year Alwyn came 

up trumps. Caroline from The Old Farm Shop once 

again was our top fruit grower. 

The hotly contested Domestic Trophy was held aloft by 

Sue Quinton this year, a new name on the trophy. 

 Debbie Davies took the trophy for flower arranging 

once again with her beautiful and imaginative floral 

creations. 

The Young Persons Challenge Cup was won by Alister 

Pickles, pictured below, who is now challenging the 

adults by entering their classes too! Well done, Alister! 

(There is no lower age limit on adult categories.) 

 

The results were as follows  

Harwell Produce Show Shield - most points in all 

Classes:  1st Alwyn Evans 

2nd  Sue Quinton 

3rd Mike Kerswell 

The David Dewey Memorial Shield - member of 

Gardeners Club with most points in all Classes: 

1st Sue Quinton  

2nd Mike Kerswell 

3rd Di Baker 

The Harwell Rose Bowl - most points in Horticultural 

Classes:  1st Alwyn Evans 

2nd Caroline Tyler 

3rd Sue Quinton 

The Chairman's Trophy - most points in Flower 

Classes:  1st Alwyn Evans  

2nd Di Baker 

3rd Joy Gee 

The Mary Turner Salver - the WI member with most 

points in all Classes: 1st Di Baker  

2nd Joan Impey 

3rd Priscilla Sadler 

 =  Viv Smith 

 

 
Alwyn Evans collecting one of several trophies 

The Floral Art Trophy - most points in Floral Art: 

1st Debbie Davies 

2nd Joan Impey 

The Novices Trophy – novice with most points in all 

classes:  1st Priscilla Sadler 

2nd Fiona Pinhol 

 = Viv Smith  

The Vegetable Trophy - most points in Vegetable 

Classes:  1st Alwyn Evans  

2nd Mike Kerswell 

3rd Sue Quinton 

The Domestic Cup - most points in Domestic Classes: 

1st Sue Quinton 

2nd  Martin Ricketts 

3rd Di Baker 

Young Persons Challenge Cup - under 15 with most 

points:  1st Alister Pickles 

2nd      Callum Cockburn 

3rd  Oliver Pickles 

The Handicraft Trophy - most points in Handicraft 

Classes:  1st Lyn Nickerson 

2nd Val Winston 

3rd Sylvia Rainey 

The Laurie Chumbley Photographic Trophy - most 

points in Photographic Classes:  

1st Mark Pickles 

2nd Martin Ricketts 

3rd Alister Pickles 

The Rowstock Orchard Trophy - most points in Fruit 

Classes:  1st Caroline Tyler 

2nd Ted Ireson 

3rd Alwyn Evans 

The Norman Ponting Trophy - most entries: 

1st Alwyn Evans 

 
For the garden of your dreams – 

consult a professional 

 

MARY ANN LE MAY 

GARDEN DESIGNS 
 

Blissetts  West Hagbourne  Oxfordshire OX11 0ND 

Tel: 01235 850523  Fax: 01235 851153 
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 Harwell School Results 

Age 4 & 5 Friendship Painting 
1st  Noemi Eustache-Boon 

2nd Poppy Martin 

3rd Maddie Puffet 
H-C George Walker 

Age 5 & 6 Self portrait in charcoal 

1st Lily Sadler 
2nd Archie Turnbull 

3rd James Pyke 

H-C   Gabriella Acevedo-Martinez 

Age 6 & 7 An Island Collage 

1st      Harvey Coulson-Phillips 

2nd Danny Phillips 
3rd Abigail Pickles 

H-C Issy McQueen, 

 Danny Wilson 

Age 7 & 8 Landscape using mixed media 

1st Idun Christianses 

2nd Evie Willings 
3rd  Rhiannon Barker 

H-C Katie McDowell, 

 Jason Buckel 

Age 8 & 9 Pottery in style of Ancient Greece 

1st Mia Crawford 

2nd  Oliver Pickles 
3rd Oliver Maynard 

H-C Heather Fishburn, 

 Joseph Wilson 

Age 9 & 10 Mythical Creatures 

1st  Juliet Hartley 

2nd Florence Patto 
3rd  Leah Ashfield 

H-C Giovanno Botto, 

 William Tomkins 

Age 10 & 11 Illustrations showing perspective 

1st Safia Khimji 

2nd  Harry Moreton 
3rd Ellie McCallion 

H-C Hector Pinhol, 

  Beth Charles 

Harwell Gardeners' Club 

Our autumn programme continues 

with: 

Monday 5
th

 Nov. – Members Night 

Competition: A Garden Ornament 

Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell 

Village Hall. Visitors always 

welcome, as is anyone wishing to join 

the Harwell Gardeners' Club 

 

Children Classes at Show 

Age 4 & 5 Tissue Paper Picture  

1st  Daisy Gleed 
2nd Lilly Sadler 

3rd  Josie Pickles 

H-C Carys Sadler 

Age 6 & 7 A Paper Aeroplane 

1st  Megan Sadler 

Something made from a Kitchen Roll 
1st Abigail Pickles 

2nd Catherine Dunphy 

3rd Megan Sadler 

Age 8 & 9 Make an Alien 

1st  James Woodruff 

A Hut for Percy the Park Keeper 

1st  Oliver Pickles 

2nd  Sydney Dunphy 

Age 10 & 11 Bunting 

1st  Owen Pickles 

Classes for Any Age: 

An Insect made of Fruit and Veg. 

1st  Oliver Pickles 

2nd Lilly Sadler 

A Jubilee Cake 

1st Alister Pickles 

2nd  Rebecca Sadler 
3rd  Hector Pinhol 

A Flower-arrangement in a Jam Jar 

1st Rebecca Sadler 

2nd Alister Pickles 

3rd Ellie McCallion 

A Clay Cup and Saucer 
1st  Oliver Pickles 

The London Eye 1st Alister Pickles 

A Photo of My Family 
1st Alister Pickles 

2nd Cockburn family 

3rd Owen Pickles 

 
 

Some scenes from the show: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Harwell News 176 Page 8 October 2012 

 

Harwell School News 

We have had a very successful start to the new 

academic year here at school, with a new intake of 27 in 

our Foundation Class and several other children joining 

us across the school from other places. 

We were delighted to host the Produce show again on 

September 15th; it was fantastic to see the school full of 

such wonderful flowers, fruit, vegetables and 

handicrafts and to see so many people from the village 

coming through the doors. We look forward to hosting 

it again next year. 

We are pleased that some of the produce from our 

school garden will still be available to create a 

centrepiece for our Harvest Festival at St Matthews on 

5th October. 

We will be holding one of our Go Green days on 

October 13th, when we invite parents families and 

friends to join with staff and children to work on a wide 

variety of projects in the school grounds. We can use all 

sorts of skills so if you would like to join us we'd be 

delighted to see you, just ring the school office on 

835337 to let us know if you are coming.  

 

At last year’s Go Green day 

Nearer to Christmas we will be holding our annual 

Christmas Fair on 7th December and following the 

success of combining it with the Christmas Tree festival 

last year, we will do the same this year. In the following 

week we have our Christmas Concert on Monday 10th, 

an opportunity to see some of the high quality music 

our children are renowned for. This is followed by our 

little ones performing their Christmas Play on the 

Wednesday afternoon and again on the evening of 

Thursday 13th. The festive fun doesn't stop there; we 

have parents and children singing carols around the 

village followed by a performance in the School Hall of 

a traditional Mummers' Play on the 19th December. 

We'll all be ready for a rest when we break up on 21st 

December, just in time for the last minute Christmas 

shopping rush. 

All this performing by younger children in the school 

brings back memories of the finish to last year, when 

our older children performed in a magnificent 

production of The Sound of Music; very strong singing 

and some excellent acting brought the house down on 

both nights and was testament to the extremely 

important elements of education which often get 

overlooked by those who only think it is worthwhile if 

you can measure it and give it a grade. We believe 

education is more important than that! 

 

From The Sound of Music 

 

Ed Vaizey local surgery dates 

October 19th 2012 Wantage Civic Hall 

November 9th 2012 Didcot, King Alfred Drive 

Community Centre 

November 16th 2012 Wallingford, Town Hall 

All Surgeries are held between 5:30 and 7pm 

There is no need to make an appointment. Or you can 

contact him by email – vaizeye@parliament.uk 

 

Remembrance Parade 

The Remembrance Day parade and service this year 

will be on Sunday 11th November. The Parade will 

Form up at Townsend at 10.30am and set off for the 

War Memorial for the service there at 10.45am. After 

the service the Parade will continue to the Church. 

Following the Church service the RBL will march to a 

short ceremony at the War Graves. As 11th November 

falls on the Sunday this year there is no separate 

Armistice Day Ceremony. 

 
Lewis Beadle and Son-in-law Craig Cruickshanks (Harwell 

resident)    Competitive rates and professional service 

 

mailto:vaizeye@parliament.uk
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Sovereign Vale’s Westfield Project 

Sovereign Vale, which owns social housing in the 

Gaveston Road area and The Park, has been working in 

the parish over the last few months. Staff from the 

Community Investment team have engaged with Our 

Street Corner youth club to explore some of the issues 

faced by youngsters living in the village.  

Sovereign has arranged for children from the club to 

work with Community Albums, an organisation which 

aims to help build better communities through music 

and media. The children have conceived and filmed a 

short documentary about their life in the village, which 

they plan to screen at the opening event for the first 

phase of the playground re-development in late 

October. Villagers may have seen them around Harwell 

interviewing various residents of the village!  

 

Kate Beswick being interviewed by some of the 

children, and Rob, from Community Albums. 

Additionally, Sovereign has provided funding for 

colourful new sweatshirts for all the members. 

Sovereign has also arranged and paid for youth club 

volunteer, Sarah Belcher, to attend two short play skills 

courses run by the Oxfordshire Play Association, and a 

more in-depth 6 week Introduction to Community 

Action course. Sarah passed the course with flying 

colours, and is now working on the advanced level 

version. Both courses were facilitated by Oxfordshire 

Community & Voluntary Action. 

Earth Trust Autumn Festival 

Saturday 20th October 11am - 4pm 

Join us for an autumn celebration at 

Wittenham Clumps.£5 per adult, £2 per child 

Email: admin@earthtrust.org.uk Phone: 01865 407792

Didcot & District Citizens Advice Bureau 
9-15 High Street, Didcot OX11 8EQ 

Telephone: 08444 111 444 

Everyone contacting the bureau will be given a short 

'gateway' interview to identify the most appropriate way 

forward. This may be information for you to take away 

to manage the problem yourself, an appointment with a 

bureau adviser or finding a more appropriate 

organisation to help you. The 'open' times for this are: 

Mon & Fri:  10am to 1pm  and 1.30 to 4pm 

Tue & Thur:  10am to 1pm  

Telephone advice times: Unless indicated otherwise an 

adviser should be available by phone though this may 

be for an introductory interview only to help decide 

how you can best be advised. This is open Monday to 

Friday 10am to 4pm. 

At Cornerstone - Contemporary Craft Fair 

13 and 14 October 11am to 4pm  

For one weekend only we will dedicate our gallery 

space to the annual Contemporary Craft Fair. Over a 

dozen local makers will be selling their crafts in 

Cornerstone's light and airy gallery. 

Anne Griffiths  18 October - 25 November 

Textile artist Anne Griffiths has illustrated her favourite 

scenes from Alice in Wonderland using hand and 

machine stitch using intricate sewing techniques. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2, Honey Lane, Cholsey OX10 9NP 

Tel: 01491 651356 Fax: 01491 652470 

Email: sales@wheelers-electrical.co.uk 

Harwell Fun Club’s Baby and  

Toddler Nearly New Sale is on  

Saturday 17th November 2012 

 at Harwell Village Hall, 
10am - 12 noon. 

Items on sale include toys, equipment, 
clothes, books plus lots, lots more. 

Entry by donation. 

We look forward to seeing you there 

If you wish to sell or volunteer please 
contact us at  

harwellnns @ hotmail.co.uk. 
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Little Pippins 

Little Pippins Pre-School is set in an idyllic orchard 

within the village. The qualified, caring and enthusiastic 

staff provide a stimulating and varied programme of 

play for children from the age of 2 ½ to school age. 

Our aim is to provide a safe and happy environment for 

every child in which they can learn to extend their 

skills, knowledge and understanding.  We follow the 

Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum to prepare the 

children for school. Many of the activities are planned 

from requests from the children or ideas formed from 

the children’s play and interests.  We aim to play 

outdoors in the large garden or on the veranda every 

day and often enjoy short walks around the village.  

We offer the following sessions: 

Breakfast Club   8am to 9:15am 

Morning Session   9:15am to 11:45am 

Lunch      11:45am to 12:30pm 

Afternoon Session   12:30pm to 3pm 

After School Club   3pm to 6pm 

(in association with Harwell School) 

Some of our sessions are nearly full so if you are 

considering bringing your child to Little Pippins 

anytime in the next year, we suggest that you register 

early to get onto the waiting list. You are always 

welcome to call in anytime to have a look round and 

pick up a Registration Form.  Forms and more 

information are also available on our website. 

Contact: Tel 01235 821741, email 

littlepippins@btinternet.com 

Website  www.littlepippins.org.uk 

Little Pippins Pre-School, Freeman Orchard, Gaveston 

Road, Harwell, OX11 0HP. Little Pippins is a charity 

run by a committee of local volunteers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Pippins Pre-School AGM 

Monday 8th October 8pm 

at Little Pippins, Freeman Orchard, 

Gaveston Road, Harwell 

Guest Speaker 

www.littlepippins.org.uk 01235 821741 

 

 

The Vale of White Horse District Council will be 

consulting residents on proposed changes to planning 

rules for Milton Park.  Consultation on the Milton Park 

Local Development Order will take place from 22nd 

October to 19th November 2012.  The Local 

Development Order will allow the Council to streamline 

some of the planning rules, so that certain types of 

development covered by the order can take place 

without the need for planning permission.  The Council 

wants to find out the views of local residents on these 

proposals before moving forward with the order.  

Milton Park forms part of the Science Vale UK 

Enterprise Zone, one of only 22 zones identified by the 

Government to drive forward industry and innovation.  

The Enterprise Zone status means that new businesses 

will benefit from over £1bn of business rate discounts 

over five years, access to super-fast broadband and 

simplified planning procedures.  The Milton Park Local 

Development Order is a key step in providing these 

simplified planning procedures.  The long-term aim is 

that the Enterprise Zone status and associated Local 

Development Order will help deliver private sector 

growth, investment and job creation.   

You can find out more on the detail of what is proposed 

in the Milton Park Local Development Order, along 

with how to respond to the consultation by visiting  

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice 

/planning-and-building 

The Poppy Tea Room 

We would like to invite you to join 

us on alternate Tuesdays either 

for Lunch or Tea. Our Tea Room 

at the British Legion is for people 

R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

trees lopped & felled, stumps removed 

hedges trimmed, gardens cleared 

walls – paths – drives 

sand, ballast, shingle supplied 

for free estimate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

Harwell Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5 

weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990 

Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment are also welcome. 

Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning, 

Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 

 

Changes to planning 

rules at Milton Park 

mailto:littlepippins@btinternet.com
http://www.littlepippins.org.uk/
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice
http://www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com/
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Harwell Feast – your ideas wanted! 

The Committee has started work on next year’s Feast - 

Bank Holiday Monday 27
th

 May. 

Can we improve the layout in the Recreation Ground? 

Are there events or activities you think we should have?  

We confidently believe that some of you will have ideas 

on how we can make it even better and would like you 

to share them with us.  

Send us an email to:   info@harwellfeast.com 

Or Come along to the Feast AGM 

Wednesday 17
th

 October,  8pm 

At the Royal British Legion 

Christmas Gift & Craft Fair 
Hagbourne School PTA, will be holding their annual 

Christmas Gift and Craft Fair on Sunday 25th Nov. at 

Hagbourne School and Village Hall from 11 to 3.30pm. 

Pick up some great gifts and crafts for the whole family.  

Children can visit Father Christmas in his Grotto and 

refreshments will be available throughout the day. 

Entry £1, free for Children. 

Visit  www.hagbourne.oxon.sch.uk for further 

information or email john.englefield@sky.com. 

 

Stowe House Christmas Craft Fayre 

Saturday 27 & Sunday 28
th

 October 

10am to 4pm     Adults £6, Children £4 

Includes entry to the magnificent State Rooms of Stowe 

House plus free parking and minibus transfer to the 

event. Enquiries 01280 818282 or email 

events@stowe.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Domestic & Insurance work specialists  

 
Traditional plastering  

With a modern, professional service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Over 20 yrs of clean, quality finishing! 

 
Visit our website for more info & our  

Extensive list of services 

 

www.southernplastering.co.uk 
 

 
01235-814413  07956-586778 

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of Parish 
Council matters any opinions expressed are not those of the Parish 

Council. Items for the December issue should be supplied by 
November 20th. Email news@ harwellparish.co.uk 

Distribution is organised by Mrs. Pat Staples, advertising queries to 

the Clerk - see page 2,   Martin Ricketts, editor. 

The New Poppy Tea Room 

We would like to invite you to join 

us on alternate Tuesdays either 

for Lunch or Tea. Our Tea Room 

at the British Legion is for people 

 

 
BEAUTIFUL HANDMADE  

KITCHENS & ISLANDS 

∙ Painted or waxed ∙ 

∙ Bespoke windows and doors ∙ 

∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙ 

∙ Extensions and building services ∙ 

 

www.fox-wood.co.uk  

Tel/Fax:01235 835553 
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk 

 

The Cherborne Gallery 

& Pictures Framing Service 

www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk 

Artist and Framer with 25 years 

experience offers a visiting service 

 in your home.  

Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell. 

Services include Tapestry Stretching, 

Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning 
And Renovation,  

Football Shirts & Memorabilia, 

Coins & Trophies 

Please ring mobile number, allow to ring 

twice, and I will call you back ASAP 

No order paid for unless entirely satisfied 

Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992 

From the Archives – the Recreation Ground 

The Parish Council’s consideration of a site for the Rec at 

the end of the 1
st
 World War was tied up with the 

discussion of extra housing provision.  

At the meeting on 29
th

 Nov. 1917, where it was noted that 

the Chairman Mr Greenwood had joined the army so the 

Chair was taken by Dr Rice, it was minuted that “A reply 

to a communication from Mr Ormond (Wantage RDC) 

concerning Housing for the working classes it was 

unanimously decided that the answer to whether such 

houses be required in the Parish should be answered in the 

affirmative, the number of houses so required should be 

stated as four, and the weekly rent that could be obtained 

from 5/- to 6/-, and with regard to the … possibility of 

such houses being built after the war by private enterprise 

a negative reply should be given.” 

The site chosen was to the west of Wantage Road, which 

seems to have been used for football, but wasn’t owned by 

the Parish Council. While work on the proposal, increased 

to 8 houses, was still going on there were calls for a Rec. 

In 1920 at the Annual Parish Meeting in March there was 

discussion of the United Service Fund “& the desire to so 

distribute about one & a half million pounds for the benefit 

of ex-servicemen. … Major Wiggins was keen to be a 

member of that Committee to push the Claims of Harwell 

men ...” 

The matter of a Recreation Ground was brought forward 

by Mr G Bailey.  It was explained how the law stands in 

regard to securing land for Recreational purposes. 

On April 15th at 7.30pm, following the Annual Meeting of 

the Parish Council, a Parish Meeting was convened to 

discuss "The Advisability of procuring a Recreation 

Ground." The opinion being unanimous that a Recreation 

Ground is necessary for the Parish it was decided a 

Committee be formed to select possible sites and get in 

touch with the Owners to discover if they are willing to 

sell voluntarily. 

1921 Feb 2nd "The following Agenda was discussed 

1) The action taken by Harwell Parish Council to secure 

the "Jubilee Meadows" for Recreational purposes. 

2) The Result.   3) Suggestions from Parishioners.” 

To be continued 

 

mailto:info@harwellfeast.com
mailto:john.englefield@sky.com
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Tue 30th Oct to Thurs 1st Nov 

10am - 4pm 

Family Fun - Haunted Habitats 

Discover more about the creepy, slimy, slithery things 

that make their home on our nature reserve. Fun 

activities to get the whole family excited about nature. 

Just drop in, there is no need to book. Activities will 

take around two hours. Picnics welcome. 

Activities take around two hours. Picnics welcome. 

£3/child suggested donation. No dogs please. 

We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE 

Contact: Katie Fenton 01235 862024 

katiefenton@bbowt.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harwell Feast 

Village Quiz 

Friday 23rd November 7.30 pm 

Harwell Village Hall 

Teams of up to 6 people 

10 rounds of 10 Questions plus Raffle 

and Bonus Activities 

Please book in advance 

Entry £5 per person 

Licensed Bar and Snacks 

All Welcome 

Little Pippins Pre-School is holding its 

3rd Annual Halloween Party on 

 Sunday 28th October 

3 to 5pm at Harwell Village Hall. 

Entertainment with Little Dudes Disco. 
Tickets can be bought in advance from Little Pippins 

Office or via email 

pippinsfundraisingteam@hotmail.co.uk.  £6 per child in 

advance, or £8 on the door (limited numbers).  Price 

includes entry, hotdog and drink.  Babes in arms are 

free.  All children must be accompanied by an adult.  

Hotdogs, snacks, drinks and glowsticks are also 

available.  Suitable for children aged 8 years and under. 

RBL Club 

We will be having a Beer & Burger festival on October 

the 6th entrance is free & open to all from midday 

onwards with food supplied & cooked by "The Late 

chef" … and free entertainment! 

 

 

Sutton Courtenay 

 Environmental Education 

Centre Events 

 

 

 
 

The Magic of Disney 

Saturday 17th November 

at St Matthews Church 

Children aged 7 to 17 perform a 

variety of songs from the magical 

world of Disney 

 
 

 
Friday 2

nd
 November  

6.30 for 7pm 

At Harwell School 

Fireworks! 

Entry by Donation 

Barbeque and Bar 

 

mailto:katiefenton@bbowt.org.uk

