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Parish Council Meetings 

June: The new Council had reinstated the separate 

Planning and Lands committees at the May meeting and 

now approved revised Standing Orders to reflect this, 

and the Terms of Reference of the committees.  

Under Local Planning matters, the Council reviewed the 

proposed works on the A417 and the junctions for 

Chilton and West Hagbourne. There is to be a 

roundabout at the bottom of Hagbourne Hill, and traffic 

from West Hagbourne wanting to turn right onto the 

A417 (towards Harwell), will have to go left and then 

all the way round the new roundabout. This will 

encourage traffic from Didcot, trying to reach the A34, 

to use Hagbourne Hill, rather than come through 

Harwell.  

It was reported that the Examination in Public of the 

Vale WHDC’s Local Plan will begin on 22nd 

September. 

Under Planning applications, the Council considered the 

outline application for 16 houses south of Reading Road 

and east of the Wantage Road junction. It was agreed to 

object on various grounds; for a summary see page 2. 

Various financial matters were approved, including 

management of section 106 money expected from 

developments by Taylor Wimpey and Bloor homes. 

July: In the Open Forum, County Councillor Stewart 

Lilly reported on various roads projects. Work is due to 

start in August on the Winnaway upgrade, including 

works on the A417; the Chilton slip roads to the A34 

and the A417 works mentioned above are due to start in 

the autumn; a roundabout is to be installed on the 

A4130 at the Thompson entrance to the Harwell 

campus, the old main gate; and Steventon railway 

bridge is now unlikely to be rebuilt – the track will be 

lowered instead.  

District Councillor Reg Waite had provided a written 

report, items from which are given on page 2. 

Under Local Planning it was agreed that the Chairman 

be delegated to prepare a submission to the Vale Local 

Plan Examination in Public, and to represent the PC as 

appropriate at the hearings.   

The Chairman had drafted an application for section 

106 money for the possible Reading Road development 

and this was approved.  

Consideration of the application for 203 dwellings on 

land north of Grove Road and the related section 106 

request was delegated to the Planning Committee, 

meeting 2 weeks later. There was some discussion of 

issues raised by the application, including sewage, 

access, and the character and density of buildings 

compared with surroundings. There is more on page 3 

and you can comment to the Vale until 5th August. 

 Other issues raised were the junction of Grove Road 

with the A4130, the proposed shared surface at the east 

end of Grove Road, and the probable use of emergency 

access by other vehicles. It was said that the Public 

Open Space proposed was unsuitable, being mainly a 

ribbon around the edges of the development. There 

were criticisms of the road, the Right of Way diversion, 

the lack of safe pedestrian access to public transport, 

and the dangerous position of the proposed play area 

with respect to the roads. Councillors felt that one-way 

traffic should be considered as well as the possibility of 

securing money for schooling and teachers ahead of 

occupation of the homes. 

Under Lands matters the parlous state of the pavilion 

was discussed. The existing electrics were not 

considered safe and a quotation had been received for 

about £9k. As it hadn’t been on the agenda, an 

emergency meeting on the committee meeting date was 

suggested to consider the matter. For the longer term, 

Debbie Greenfield agreed to convene a group to look at 

the building’s future.  

Various Lands matters were approved, including the use 

of the recreation ground free of charge by Harwell & 

Hendred FC during July for girls’ football coaching 

sessions. Fees for the 2015-16 season for Harwell & 

Hendred FC, Harwell Village FC were agreed, as were 

fees for a korfball tournament. Allotment rents are to 

remain unchanged for 2016-17, although the key 

deposit was increased. Revised Cemetery policies and 

charges were approved. 

The Footpaths Walk was set for Sunday 13 September, 

starting at 2.30 pm at the Village Hall. All welcome to 

come and walk a footpath or 2, maps will be supplied. 

It was also agreed that an area of the recreation ground 

near the Wantage Road gate may be used by the County 

Council as a site compound for the duration of works at 

The Winnaway/Wantage Road/Reading Road. 

Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available 

on the web, in draft form until approved at the 

following meeting. The next Parish Council meetings 

will be on Tuesdays 10th June and 8th July. Items for 

the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S. Taylor one 

week before the meeting. 

Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, 

by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to Clerk, Harwell 

Parish Council, Enborn, Shop Lane, Leckhampstead, 

RG20 8QQ. 

Office hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays. 

To contact Councillors, see the appropriate page at 

www.harwellparish.co.uk. 

Harwell Gardener’s Club Fête 

Saturday 8th August, 2 to 4 pm. on the Rectory Lawn 

Stalls & Games – Live Music – Refreshments 

The Church Tower will be Open 

Raising money for Didcot Hospital’s garden & 

Gardener’s Club 

Donations of books, toys & bric-a-brac appreciated – 

bring along between 10am and noon on the day
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Planning Matters 

The number of planning applications being submitted 

for Harwell Parish is increasing.  There were 100 in 

2014, up from the average of 80 in previous years.  And 

so far in 2015, there have been 70 submitted. To help 

councillors and parishioners keep track of them all 

additional pages have been added to the PC website 

making easier to see the current applications, what the 

PC said, and what the Vale finally decided. 

Applications: 

Not listed are minor applications & Harwell Campus  

P15/V1074/O Reading Road 16 houses. The PC 

objected to application citing that the site is within the 

AONB, where development is to be resisted in principle. 

There are four nearby (Chilton) applications in the 

AONB, as well as the Vale Strategic site allocations 

which cumulatively would have a major adverse impact 

on the AONB. Also, under old rules this site would be 

protected as BMV land and as outside the village 

envelope. It accepted that under the new rules this 

could be an acceptable location, notwithstanding 

neighbours issues. It recognises that the revised scheme 

provides for lower density housing, more sympathetic to 

the surroundings. 

P15/S0433/FUL Orchard Shopping Centre (revised 25 

June 2015) The PC repeated its objection to the 

proposal to run buses past the Cornerstone building. A 

suggested alternative would be around the rear of the 

phase 2 development, which is currently shown as a 

service road. The pedestrian access could be limited to 

each end of the road, preventing any danger from 

service vehicles. 

P15/V1101/FUL New build at The Old Pump Station & 

Kennels, The Winnaway. The PC objected on the 

grounds that there would be an adverse impact on the 

character & appearance of this area within the North 

Wessex Downs AONB, and because of the over-

dominance of a 2 storey building on the apex of the hill. 

Planners were asked to note previous planning history 

at this site. The Council queried the term “boarding 

kennels” in the description, as the kennels appear to be 

used only sporadically. 

P15/V1412/CC and 6 others Harwell Link Road various 

conditions (approved) 

P15/V1437/HH 3 Tyrrells Close. Timber garden room 

P15/V1471/RM GWP Parcel DN01ABC 300 dwellings 

P15/V1498/FUL Elfin, Grove Rd detached 2 bed house 

P15/V1504/FUL Grove Road north. 203 houses. 

 

P15/V15 40/RM GWP Parcel DN01E. 28 houses 

P15/V1569/HH Bayliss House The Cleave Single 

storey rear extension  

P15/V1608/F Orchard House The Barrow - New house 

Decisions: 

P15/V0636 Russets Reading Rd outline application for 

chalet-bungalow approved. 

P15/V1057  Conv. of garage to accomm.  approved 

P15/V1075 4 Jennings Lane Rear extension approved. 

P15/V1182 1 Holly Lane GWP extension approved. 

P15/V1073/FUL Broadway Close, 3 houses rejected. 

The PC had commented that this type of infill 

development is to be welcomed, but regrets the 

misleading use of “affordable” in the planning 

application description – unless of course the proposal 

is for these houses to be built by or for a housing 

association. Clerk to be asked to request clarification. 

Additional comment submitted June 29th 2015 - 

Further to earlier submitted comments, the Parish 

Council now understands that there is a covenant on 

the land, and requests that the terms of the covenant are 

carefully considered. It did not mention the 

Conservation Area which is adjacent to the site. 

The Vale rejected the proposal, saying that, “due to the 

siting, design, scale and massing of the proposal, the 

development would be out of character with the 

surrounding built development and would result in harm 

to the open setting of the listed buildings and would not 

preserve or enhance the character of the Harwell 

Conservation Area or the visual amenities of the area. 

The proposal would fail the environmental strand of 

sustainable development and would be contrary to 
several planning policies, national and local. 

Zip Wire Danger 

The Zip Wire seat has had to be replaced. This is the 

first bit of vandalism for the Playground. The damage 

was probably caused by a dog chewing the rubber seat. 

The danger is that if the dog thinks that the seat is their 

play thing they may get possessive and attack the 

person riding the Zip Wire. If anyone sees a dog 

holding onto the Zip Wire seat please will you let the 

Police know as soon as possible. We have talked to the 

PCSO who won’t be surprised by your call (tel 101) 
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Grove Road North Plans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harwell Feast Committee 

After a more successful Feast this year, the Committee 

invites Parish organisations to make applications for 

funding – these should outline the project and other 

sources of funding where applicable, and should be 

made to info@harwellfeast.com  by Monday August 

31st at the latest. 

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall 

car park between 10.45 and 11.15am and then at 

Harwell Campus Kids Unlimited, from 11.25 to 

11.45on the following Tuesdays:  

Aug 11, 25, Sept 18, 22 

Have Your Say Meeting 

Saturday, 26 September, 12 noon to 1pm 

Venue: Harwell Village Hall, High Street, Harwell. 

Contact: PCSO Tim Deane. 

Please come along, this is your opportunity to speak 

with your neighbourhood officers to discuss any local 

issues of concern you may have. If you are unable to 

attend but wish to speak with your neighbourhood 

officers, please call 101. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GWP road name 

At the Parish Council’s suggestion, the road south from the 

big new junction on the B4493 has been named ‘Miles East’, 

after the two infant-class teachers who taught in the Village 

Hall just after the war. The Harwell book records (p94): 

     Harwell Primary School in the late nineteen-forties had a 

large staff to cope with the extra children bussed down from 

the ex-Air Force houses, and the prefabs at the newly opened 

and fast expanding Atomic Energy Research Establishment. 

The Headmaster, Mr WJ Smith, had to use the “Tech”, or 

Technical Institute as the Village Hall was then called, for the 

two infant classes under Miss Miles and Miss East.  

 
Property Maintenance Services 

Guttering / Plastic Roofline / Roofing / Moss 
Removal / Painting / Patios / Paths / Drives / 

Turfing / Hedge Cutting / Gardening / Fencing / 
Carpentry / Repointing & much more 

For a Free Estimate contact Michael on 

01235 835 582 / mobile 07831 550 433 

www.mjtalbot.co.uk 

 

The Parish Council’s Planning 

Committee decided to object on 

4 main grounds: 

• It’s premature, being 

submitted before the Vale Local 

Plan is approved 

• Housing numbers and density 

are out of proportion with the 

rest of the village 

• Proposed Traffic solutions are 

not acceptable 

• The proposed proximity of 

dwellings to the Croft boundary 

Comments to the Vale WHDC: 

Please respond quickly, because 

the formal date for end of 

consultation is Aug 5, but if you 

contact the planning officer he 

may accept a later submission. 

Look on the Parish Council web 

pages under Planning then 

developments. Ref P15/V1504. 
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HARWELL PARISH HISTORY GROUP 

Well it is that time again and we are fast approaching 

our next exhibition. The group small though we may be 

have been steadily researching the village history to see 

what other goodies we could find. 

The Exhibition will take place on Saturday and Sunday 

3rd and 4th of October in Harwell Village Hall so make 

a note in your diaries and look out for the posters for 

full details nearer the time. 

The exhibition will continue the theme of Harwell and 

the War and we need information eg service records and 

photos of those who took part in any of the wars. 

Contact me at kath.luker@tesco.net Heather is busy 

trawling through the microfilm of the Herald newspaper 

and picking out any items concerning Harwell and its 

inhabitants. This is not just items about the war but any 

other events that may be useful for future exhibitions. 

Firstly it is 30 years since the village celebrated its 

Millennium so we are gathering information on events 

that have taken place in the village since then. Once 

again we put out a plea for anyone with information and 

photographs of events to get in touch with Patricia our 

Co-ordinator for this topic at Pat@acooke.fsnet.co.uk. 

Secondly it was our intention to celebrate 300 years of 

the Geering Almshouses but following research we 

have established that although there is a plaque on the 

wall giving a date of 1715 this is not the date they were 

built. Hopefully by the October exhibition we will have 

established the date they were actually built. To learn 

more it is a must to visit our display. Once again if you 

have any information or photos on the Almshouses or 

previous residents then please get in touch with me 

kath.luker@tesco.net 

We have researched the Parochial Charities of which 

the Geering Almshouses is one of them and have 

created a display on them and other matters concerning 

living in an alms-house. 

Education is one of the subjects for our 2016 exhibition 

and we will give more details on the Charities that were 

involved with providing education in the village and 

how education has evolved within the village. So we 

beg again for people to come forward with any 

information especially photographs of the schools and 

pupils and pupils names if possible. We already have 

some photos and have been gradually naming the 

people in them. Once again please get in touch with me 

at kath.luker@tesco.net or 01235 861057 

We thank you in advance for any help you can give us 

and look forward to you visiting the exhibition in 

October. 

Baby Signing and Fun with Phonics classes at St 

Matthew’s Church Hall, Harwell.  

Looking for an educational, social and above all FUN 

class to take your little ones to? From Thursday 10th 

September I will be running these 2 classes: 

9:30am-10:30am – Fun with Phonics 

10:40am-11:40am – Baby Signing 

Signing is a fantastic way to communicate with your 

baby (and find out what they want, their interests and 

observations). We will be learning signs for use in your 

daily life, as well as signing along to rhymes and songs.  

Fun with Phonics is for children 18 months+ who like 

space to run around, dance, move and join in while 

singing and learning to recognise Jolly Phonics sounds 

& letters (the first step on the exciting journey to 

reading and writing!) 

Classes are £31.50 for a 7 week half-term for each first 

child (and £2 each week for additional siblings) or £5 

per class if you prefer to pay as you go. Each class runs 

for an hour, with signs and songs to start with, followed 

by a snack and playtime. 

Vicky Lane - to book your place contact 

vickysigns2rhymes@outlook.com   

Caledonian Home Cleaning 
Based in Harwell 

      
Please phone Lesley: 07587 553757 

caledonianhomecleaning@gmail.com 
www.caledonianhomecleaning.co.uk 

Weekly or fortnightly 
schedules to suit you 
Minimum just 2 hours 

Materials provided 
Rate: £14.00 per hour 

 

 
Harwell Dental Practice 

Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ. 
01235-831889   www.harwelldental.co.uk 

 
Fully independent local dental care 

Easy free parking 

 

Weekly or fortnightly 
schedules to suit you 
Minimum just 2 hours 

Materials provided 
Rate: £14.00 per hour 
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Harwell Village Hall 

Redevelopment Project 
 

 
Latest news:   

IT’S HAPPENING! 

We, the Trustees are delighted to announce that after 

careful consideration of the quotations tendered we 

have decided unanimously to go ahead and award the 

contract to our preferred builder and start the works 

programme.  Our architect, Richard Potter, will Project 

Manage the build and will ensure that the terms of our 

contract are met safely, on time and within budget. 

Works will begin in September with the pre-build phase 

of demolishing the unsafe Freeman Hall.  Phase 1, 

building the new extension and link area, will follow.  

Phase 2, refurbishing the main hall, is scheduled to take 

place in the summer of 2016 to minimise disruption to 

users. By then, the new hall will be available to 

accommodate our July/August users. 

We anticipate that overall the works should take about 

12 months to complete. 

Important:  If you have items or equipment stored in 

the stage area or committee room, these areas must be 

cleared before we can commence the Phase 1 works.  

Please contact Keith Beswick (details below) to arrange 

to remove these items from the hall. 

We are also pleased to announce that the Village Hall 

will hold its AGM on Wednesday 2
nd

 September at 

7.30pm in the Village Hall – everyone is welcome. 

Fundraising 

Thank you to everyone who was involved in and came 

to the fabulously successful “Raising the Rafters” 

concert at St Matthew’s Church, which was organised 

by the Didcot Community Gospel Choir and raised 

more than £1000 for our project! 

The evening was a wonderful combination of gospel, 

jazz and popular musical theatre songs performed 

brilliantly by the Choir, the Harwell Young Singers and 

the Baggs Tree Buskers, both separately and in 

ensemble and joined enthusiastically at the end of both 

halves by the audience!  We are hugely grateful to the 

church and the Rev Mobey for allowing the concert to 

take place, the Scouts for manning the bar, our 

compere, Bill Jackson and the tireless efforts of the 

Choir leadership team for making it happen! 

In addition to this event we can also add in another 

£2,600 from recent events and reclaimed gift aid, plus a 

donation of £5000, received with grateful thanks, which 

raise our total to: 

£918,600 

We still have more to raise to reach our target and have 

more grants to apply for and several things in the 

pipeline but we still need your help so please keep 

giving!  

 

Diary Dates 2015... 

Weds 

2
nd

 Sept 

Village Hall AGM, 

7.30pm – all 

welcome.   

Harwell Village Hall 

Come and find out the 

latest news about our 

project. 

Sept - 

date 

TBA 

Film Event, 7pm -  

10pm, 

Tickets £5 per 

person or £12 with 

fish and chips 

Harwell Village Hall - 

more details to follow. 

Sundays 

from 

20
th

 Sept 

Drama Workshops, 

4-5.30pm - see 

main article for 

more information 

Harwell Village Hall – 

save the date, more details 

to follow 

Sat 3
rd

 

and Sun 

4
th

 

October 

History Exhibition. 

Celebrating the 30 

years since the 

Village Millennium 

and the 300 years 

since the money 

was set aside for 

the Almshouses. 

Harwell Village Hall - save 

the date, more details to 

follow. 

Please check the Village Hall website 

(harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and the Fundraising and 

Community facebook pages for more information on these 

and future events and on how you can support our project. 

Contact: 

 Keith Beswick to arrange for items in the village hall to 
be removed, letters of support, business contacts, etc. 
on 01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk 

 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc. on 
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk 

Be part of it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to join an Interiors Working Group 

We are looking for people with artistic flair and 

imagination to help us create the interiors for our new 

and refurbished halls. 

We would like the spaces to be vibrant and provide a 

talking point, possibly showcase local arts and crafts 

or provide wall- and floor-space for artists to exhibit 

their work be it painting, sculpture, photography, 

tapestry, etc. 

If you have an interest in the arts, great ideas and 

some time to spare we would love to have your input. 

Contact Barbara on barbjackson1776@aol.com to 

register your interest or just send her some ideas. 

mailto:keith@kbeswick.co.uk
mailto:barbjackson1776@aol.com
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Summer Events - Summer Events - Summer …  

GO Active sessions in Harwell. 

This summer South and Vale GO Active and Active 

Women teams are offering a programme of activities 

for adults in local parks and green spaces as part of a 

wider national project Love Parks. 

At Harwell Recreation Ground:  

Football – Thursday 11 August, 3-4pm 

Outdoor Fitness Circuits: Thurs 13 August, 10 – 11am 

Ultimate Frisbee, Thursday 6 August, 3-4pm 

At Harwell Tennis Club: 

Tennis – Mondays 3, 10, 17 August,  

7-8pm 

All sessions are £1 and can be booked by going to 

this link: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/loveparks 

The sessions are for Adults (16+), though children 

over 10 can attend if accompanied by an adult. 

BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay 

Environmental Education 

Centre  
Some sessions require booking and this 

can now be done on our web site - 

www.bbowt.org.uk Note - there’s a separate entry for 

each session Suggested donation generally £4 per child 

Shoreline Detectives 

Tuesday to Thursday, 4th to 6th August 

10am - 3pm 

Use your detective skills to find out what creatures live 

along our beautiful coastline. Spy in our rock pool and 

find out about our Living Seas campaign. Have fun with 

lots of indoor and outdoor fishy activities. 

Just drop in there is no need to book; activities will take 

around two hours. Picnics are welcome. 

Please dress for all weathers.  

Wild Play 

Tuesday to Thursday, 11th to 13th August 

10am - 3pm 

Back by popular demand. Join us for den building,  

 

messy fun in the mud kitchen and much more. 

Fun activities to get the whole family excited about 

nature. Just drop in there is no need to book, the 

activities will take around two hours. Picnics are 

welcome. Suitable for families. 

See our web pages for more activities 

We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE 

Contact: Ceri 01235 862024 sceec@bbowt.org.uk 

Earth Trust Events  

Little Explorers 

Tuesdays 4th & 25th August, 10am-11.30am 

Sensory buggy walk for babies and toddlers. We will 

use our senses to learn about the natural world around 

us – stopping to smell, touch, taste, listen and look! £4 

suggested donation per child, accompanying adult(s) 

free. No need to book. 

Woodland Adventure 

Wednesdays 5th & 19th August, 10am-12 noon 

An expedition for 5-8 year olds. Use your detective 

skills to discover the Earth Trust’s woodland, where 

we’ll explore, build and play. £4 suggested donation per 

child, accompanying adult(s) free. No need to book. 

Discover and Play 

Fridays 14th & 28th August, 10am-12 noon 

Forest School for pre-school children. Join the Earth 

Trust for a morning of play and discovery in our 

woodlands. Forest School offers hands on learning 

experiences in a natural environment. £4 suggested 

donation per child, accompanying adult(s) free. No need 

to book 

Adult events include a bat walk on the evening of 5th 

August, heritage skills taster sessions, and bike 

mechanics. 

As always, more information about all our events can 

be found on our website www.earthtrust.org.uk.  All 

events take place at the Earth Trust, Little Wittenham, 

OX14 4QZ unless otherwise stated.

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING 

Trading Standards Approved 
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered 

 Boiler Servicing 

 Central Heating Installations 

 General Plumbing 

 Free Estimates, No job too small 

 Emergency call-outs 

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655 
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk 

email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com 
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 Little Pippins Pre-School  

The summer term has been very busy 

again this year.  As part of the transition 

to ‘big’ school, the children who will be 

going to Harwell School in September have visited 

Foundation Class a couple of times and have also been 

swimming in the school’s pool.  We are very grateful to 

Harwell School for enabling us to do this with the 

children.   We also held two successful sports day 

events in our garden with parents encouraging their 

children to complete a set of individual physical 

challenges, and a very popular summer outing to Beale 

Park that everyone enjoyed.  

Many parents and grandparents came to our leaver’s 

ceremony on the last day of term to see the children 

collect their folders and certificates from their key 

person. We wish all those children well in their new 

schools. 

In September we will be welcoming a record number of 

new children to Little Pippins and we are now full for 

the autumn term.  If you would like to place your child 

on the waiting list or to register for a place from 

September 2016, please download a registration form 

from our website or contact us on the details below. 

We are now closed for the summer holidays and will re-

open on Thursday 3rd September, providing pre-school 

care and education for children between the ages of 2½ 

and 5 years. We also offer a Breakfast Club for 3-11 

year olds with a walking bus to Harwell Primary 

School.  Nursery Education Funding is available from 

the term after your child’s 3rd birthday for up to 6 

sessions (15 hours) per week and we also offer some 

funded places for 2½ year olds under the Two Year Old 

early education scheme. 

Little Pippins Pre-School, Freeman Orchard, Gaveston 

Road, Harwell, OX11 0HP Tel: 01235 821741,  

Email: littlepippins@btinternet.com  

Website: www.littlepippins.org.uk  

. Harwell Scout Group  

We are now coming to the end of 

the busy summer season. Our 

Scouts have been enjoying 

weekly sailing sessions at Farmoor reservoir, although 

on several occasions high winds have meant that an 

evening has been lost. June was a busy month with the 

Scouts taking part in the ever-popular ‘Aquacamp’ in 

the middle of June and the entire group taking part in a 

much enjoyed group camp at Harry’s Island in the New 

Forest – over 100 children took part over the weekend! 

The Explorers have been working hard raising money to 

support a planned expedition to Denmark over the 

summer break, and they will be departing soon.  

Meetings usually take place in St Matthew’s Church 

Hall, The Park, and will resume in early September. 

The age groups are: 

Section  Age  Meeting Day 

Beavers  6-8  Tuesday 

Cub Scouts 8-10½  Monday/Wed 

Scouts  10½-14½ Wednesday 

Explorers 14½-18  Monday 

If your child is interested in joining, please contact the 

appropriate section leader. You can find the contact 

details on our web site at  

http://harwellscouts.org.uk/contactus/ 

Parents of young children wishing to send them to 

Beavers at six should consider placing their names on 

our waiting list early to ensure a space is available.  

Drama in Harwell 
A 10 week workshop led by 

Janet Spence & Fiona Brennan Scott 

Commencing Sunday Sep 13th 4 to 5.30 p.m. 

In Harwell Village Hall 

For ages 8-88! 

Learn about stage presence, voice 
projection, acting techniques, dramatic 

delivery. 
For everyone who would like to gain stage 

confidence perhaps with the view of taking part 

in future village amateur dramatics. 

Cost for 10 weeks is £50 

To book or to ask further questions please ring  

01235 861446 

R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

trees lopped & felled, stumps removed 

hedges trimmed, gardens cleared 

walls – paths – drives 

sand, ballast, shingle supplied 

for free estimate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

ZUMBA! 
Party yourself into Shape 

St Matthews Church Hall, Thursday 7pm 

Also Steventon V. Hall Monday 7.30pm 
Absolute Beginners Welcome 

No need to book, £5 admission 

ZUMBA with Jayne ZIN Instructor 
Tel: 07901 860 899 

 
 

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork 

*Fencing *Garden Clearance 

 

Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378 

E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk 
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Harwell Village Club (RBL) 

At a meeting held at the club on Friday July 3rd over 70 

attendees discussed the future of the Harwell Royal 

British Legion and the building. The discussions 

centred on how the building might be managed and run 

in the future. Currently it is under the control of a 

Committee of members of the RBL which for the last 3 

years has been working towards paying off debts of 

over £40,000. The majority of those at the meeting 

agreed that continuing to run as an RBL would be 

unlikely to encourage a greater membership use of the 

building. Various options were put forward and a frank, 

vigorous and open discussion took place. The Chair 

thanked all for attending and agreed to explore avenues 

of changes to the licence and considerations of how the 

building could be managed in the future. (Please see 

open letter to the community.) 

The Annual Ball on Saturday July 11th was sold out 

and the evening was a great success. Thanks to the 

ladies who worked so hard to decorate the club and 

produce a superb buffet for the evening. Plans are in 

place for our summer events programme and on the 

sports side Aunt Sally, Darts and Snooker continue to 

be busy. Anybody who would like to participate in any 

of these activities is more than welcome to pop in to the 

club and make enquiries with the bar staff on how to 

join. 

Dates: Sat Aug 1 Summer Quiz, Ploughman’s supper 

Sat Aug 29 Bank Holiday Dance – Frankie Leigh 

  – tremendous female vocalist 

Sunday Aug 30 Becs’ Sunday Lunch (Ring & book) 

Sat Sept 5 Caribbean Night – ‘Just Steel’ Duo/ 

  BBQ Tickets £5 

Sat Sept 12 Back to School Quiz – plus supper 

Fri Sept 18 Kick off the Rugby World Cup - 

England v’s Fiji Live – Big Screen – Weekend Beer 

Festival and all the games shown live – see website 

Fri Sept 25 Macmillan Coffee morning from      

  11am – please come and support! 

Sun Sept 27 Bec’s Sunday Lunch (Ring & book) 

No Poppy Lunches or Tea Room during August 

An open letter to the community 

As you are probably aware the Royal British Legion 

Club on the recreation ground in Harwell has undergone 

some quite big changes over the last 3 years. Having 

been left in a very difficult financial position a new 

Committee and several volunteer members took over in 

2013 to try and pay off the club’s debts of over £40,000. 

This has nearly been achieved but has also raised the 

question over the future of the building, to make it 

financially sustainable in the longer term. Any change 

will first need three quarters of the current membership 

agreeing to disaffiliate from the RBL. 

The building belongs to RBL members but the ground 

is leased from the Parish Council (PC). In the event of 

the club ceasing to trade, the building would be handed 

over to the PC to decide its future. However they have 

agreed in principle that the lease for the premises may 

be transferred from the RBL Club to a new, properly 

constituted club.  

As the building stands on the recreation ground and is 

surrounded by a wide variety of sports groups it would 

seem logical that together these groups would have a 

vested interest in using the building to enjoy social 

interaction following their various activities. Currently 

(and historically) the Bowls club have always had 

strong links with the building and use it regularly 

during the season. The Rugby Club have played a very 

active role in helping to run the club house and have 

representation on the Management Committee. More 

recently Harwell and Hendred Boys Football Club have 

become very involved with using the building and 

Harwell Village Football Club (newly reformed last 

season) gave great support through the winter. The 

Tennis Club are also using the building and have over 

the last months brought in their opposition teams for 

Sandwiches and drinks following matches. We have 

two strong Aunt Sally teams in the summer and strong 

support for Snooker & Darts during the winter months.  

In addition to the existing sports users of the Club, there 

are a number of other groups and organisations, as well 

as individuals, that already use the club facilities for 

meetings, parties etc and the Club is therefore a well 

used facility for the wider community. 

This letter is an invitation for you to send a 

representative from your organisation to join us for a 

meeting to discuss the future running and organisation 

of the building. This does not tie anybody in to making 

commitments that are difficult to fulfil but is an attempt 

to ascertain the kind of support we can expect from 

local groups who currently use our building. 

Please send your reply to: John Fisher, Park Rise, 

Reading Road, Harwell Village, Didcot, OX11 0LT or 

email at: john.fisher07@btinternet.com with the name 

of your representative and their contact details so that 

we are able to set up an initial meeting. Should you 

require further clarification of the current position at the 

club please do not hesitate to contact us. 

The Management Committee 
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HARWELL  WI 

At our June meeting local resident Geoff Richardson 

talked about Medical Detection Dogs, trained to ‘sniff 

out’ conditions such as diabetes and some cancers.  

These dogs are truly amazing and the talk was superb.  

Also in June an enthusiastic group met for the 

Wallingford to Benson Walk, the weather was clement 

and a good time was had by all.  

In July the now famous Julie Summers talked about her 

book which tells the story of the WI in World War II 

and upon which the recent ITV series ‘Home Fires’ was 

based.  She told us that another series is planned and 

after her extremely animated talk,  we all look forward 

to the next instalment. 

There is no official meeting in August but there is an 

evening dinner and get together at The Hart on the 19th. 

Meeting resume on 9th September with a talk about the 

Jubilee Sailing Trust. 

As it is 100 years since the WI was formed, this is 

obviously a very exciting year and your Harwell WI is 

planning a Centenary Party on 16 September for all the 

Members.  This will be held at The De Vere Hotel, 

Milton Hill from 3 to 6pm.  If you have not put your 

name down and would like to come, please let Dee 

(01235 835649) or Lorna (01235 820531) know as soon 

as possible, for catering purposes. 

For our October talk, on 14
th

, David Endicott will be 

talking about ‘Bats in the UK’. 

Not only Members but all comers meet regularly at The 

Hart of Harwell on a Wednesday morning for coffee 

and pastries. The numbers are increasing weekly. Call 

in and say ‘Hello’.  The ‘knitters’, are still meeting on 

the second and fourth Mondays at 7.30pm in The Hart 

so go along and see what they are up to. 

There are theatre trips, boat trips and walks, as and 

when available, which are notified at our regular 

monthly meetings.  There are also many other outings 

organised by Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and these 

are advertised in our monthly newsletter, News & 

Views. Most outings can be attended by the Members 

and friends and booked via Linda, our Club Treasurer. 

This year has much to offer. Why not find out at first 

hand the many interesting speakers, visits and outings 

we have to offer. Visitors are always welcome. 

Meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month 

excluding August at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. For 

more information about joining us or about any of the 

above activities, contact our Secretary, Dee Holes, on 

01235 835649 or email: wi@harwellwi.org.  

Harwell Gardeners' Club 

The next visit of the summer will be on 3rd August 

when we will be going back to Chalgrove to visit The 

Grange. For further information contact Ruth Alexander 

on 835359. 

Meetings resume on Monday 7th September, when club 

members will give their Tips for the Produce Show. 

Competition is a bloom or blooms grown from the 

sunflower seed supplied (if your plant wasn’t devoured 

by pests like mine!) 

Produce Show 12th September 

The schedule is now available at Bob’s – entries should 

be made by Tuesday 8th September. Enquiries to Adele 

Harris on 01235 811790 or email aharris21@sky.com. 

An electronic version is available – contact David 

Drummond – dave.drummond @ hotmail.co.uk. 

There are lots of classes even if your veg. and flowers 

are wilting in the heat! Get a schedule and try the Craft, 

Domestic, Photographic, Floral Art or Painting classes. 

The photography classes should test your imagination, 

including Old Ways, What’s New, Traffic, A Dogs 

Life, & First Fast and Furious. There are Children’s 

classes for ages 4 to 14. And even if you haven’t 

entered, come along at 3pm and see the show – teas 

available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the garden of your dreams – 

consult a professional 

 

MARY ANN LE MAY 

GARDEN DESIGNS 
 

Blissetts  West Hagbourne  Oxfordshire OX11 0ND 

Tel: 01235 850523  Fax: 01235 851153 

Harwell Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5 

weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990 

Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment are also welcome. 

Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning, 

Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 
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Poppy Tea Room at the 

Royal British Legion Club  
Come and try our teas or lunch in 

Harwell on a Tuesday! We start again 

on September 1st for teas and 8 th for 

lunches, then alternate weeks 

There is plenty of parking and easy access, just call in 

one Tuesday and see what we offer. Our prices are very 

reasonable, the lunches are  £8.00 for two courses inc. 

tea/coffee. The Tea-Room is only £2 for Cake or Scone 

plus unlimited tea/coffee. 

Forthcoming dates:  

Tea room – 1, 15, 29 Sept contact Yvonne on 07862 127 950 

Lunches – 8, 22 Sept contact Carolyne on 07962 249 467 

Website www.harwellrbl.co.uk for more information 

D Day Memorial Service at the RAF Harwell 

Memorial Stone 6th June 2015 

This year’s service was organised by Harwell Branch 

and Harwell Campus with Harwell and Chilton 

Churches and in association with the Chilton Festival 

held adjacent and in conjunction to the day. 

Wreaths were laid by Legion County, Branches and 

Veterans Organisations from across Berkshire and 

Oxfordshire and on behalf of the local communities and 

on site businesses. Cadets from Wantage and Didcot 

ATC Squadrons formed a guard of honour and laid a 

wreath along with 2nd Chilton Scouts and children from 

the local school.  

Refreshments were provided afterwards by the Harwell 

Village RBL Club. £89.53 was collected for the Poppy 

Appeal. Harwell Branch thanks all who participated and 

helped make the day a success. 

 

Report from Oxfordshire County Councillor 

Stewart Lilly 

Winnaway Cycle Route.  I have now been advised that 

as a result of a small number of property owners not 

being prepared to sign appropriate legal agreement, the 

long awaited Cycle route is now to simply be a “public 

footpath” upgrade. No cycleway! There are various 

legal reasons too complex to describe, but as there is not 

100% agreement for this change we cannot at this time 

proceed. It is most regrettable. This also means the 

roundabout for the Reading Road/Wantage Road 

junction that was all part of the funding, is also lost.  

Along with the Parish Council, I will still be attempting 

to bring common sense to bear, but this currently is sad 

news. 

Works at the Chilton Intersection for the new northern 

slip roads will be commencing in September.  The work 

will take up to twelve months. But the works at the 

Milton Interchange are running some six weeks 

behind schedule, and completion due now in March 

2016. 

Negotiations between OCC Officers and the promoters 

of the Valley Park development are proceeding very 

slowly, and this affects the timetable for the Harwell 

Link Road, which may now not start until 2017/18.  

The new Thames Travel Bus Service came into 

operation in early July.   This included the new 

“Connector Service” which operates between the 

Harwell Science Park and Didcot Station.  This will 

ensure there are four buses every hour between the two 

locations. So there should be a bus appearing every 15-

20 minutes in both directions on Mondays to Fridays.  

Leave the car at home, save the petrol, uses the bus.  

This is a joint arrangement between the Bus Company, 

Oxfordshire County Council and The Government.  The 

proposal is to run for five years.  

 

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of 

Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not 

those of the Parish Council.  Items for the October issue 

should be sent by Sept 20th.  - Martin Ricketts, ed. 

email news@ harwellparish.co.uk    

Distribution is usually by Mrs Pat Staples, Talbot’s Way, 

Grove Road but this issue it’s by Penny Marsh. 

Advertising queries to the Clerk - see page1. 

 

Our Hall is available for private bookings such as 

Birthday Parties or regular Weekly Activities – 

Book Groups, Yoga, Dancing etc.  

Cost of Hire - ₤8 per hour 

Contact Anne Gill 01235 833575 or 

Roz Shipp 01235 863342 

 



Harwell News 193 Page 11 August  2015 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Annual Footpath Walk 

 Sunday 13
th

 September 

Village Hall 2.30 pm - maps supplied

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blewbury Show – Inter-village Trophy 

 

 
BUILDING & JOINERY 

 

∙ Extensions and building services ∙ 

∙ Windows and doors ∙ 

∙ Handmade painted kitchens ∙  

∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙ 

 

Tel/Fax: 01235 835553 
www.fox-wood.co.uk 

E-mail: info@fox-wood.co.uk 

 

 

The Cherborne Gallery 

& Pictures Framing Service 

www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk 

Artist and Framer with 25 years 

experience offers a visiting service 

 in your home.  

Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell. 

Services include Tapestry Stretching, 

Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning 

And Renovation,  

Football Shirts & Memorabilia, 

Coins & Trophies 

Please ring mobile number, allow to ring 

twice, and I will call you back ASAP 

No order paid for unless entirely satisfied 

Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992 

From our M.P. Ed Vaizey:  

Despite recent tragic events in Tunisia and economic uncertainty in the Eurozone, 

many of us are thinking of traveling overseas for some guaranteed summer sunshine. 

If you are planning a family holiday abroad this summer please do double check that 

your passports and EHIC cards are up to date. The government has tightened up border 

controls and strengthened child protection. This is of course welcome, but it does 

mean that it is no longer possible to renew a child's passport at the last minute using 

the "same day appointment" system. 

Please also remember that the European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) is not a 

replacement for full travel insurance. It can be used in state-run hospitals in cases 

where immediate treatment is necessary across the EU.  Do make sure you check out 

the details of the country you are visiting as it can be advisable to have a 

comprehensive plan as well. You do not need to pay for an EHIC card and information 

is available online at https://www.ehic.org.uk/ or by calling 0300 3301350. 

I am also very pleased that overseas roaming charges – which make it expensive to use 

a mobile phone when abroad – will be abolished in two years’ time in Europe.  This 

welcome change will be preceded by a 14 month interim period in which companies 

can still add surcharges but at a reduced rate.  It is estimated that roaming within the 

EU will be 75% cheaper during the interim period. 

This month’s postbag has been dominated by insecticides and bees, and in particular 

calls for restrictions on neonicotinoids.  Bees and other pollinators play a vital role in 

the security of our food supply and the quality of our natural environment.  In this 

constituency, Rowes Honey based in Wallingford is one of the largest producers of 

honey for our tables, and recently sponsored an important event on bee keeping hosted 

by the BBC presenter Martha Kearney.  I am pleased the Government has done 

considerable work over the last few years to understand and protect them, most 

recently through the National Pollinator Strategy. I have been assured that my 

Ministerial colleagues are keeping evidence on neonicotinoids under close, open-

minded scrutiny and will restrict their usage if the evidence shows the need.  

As ever please feel free to contact me on any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A 

0AA, 020 7219 6350 or vaizeye@parliament.uk.  Email is the quickest and most 

reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very close eye on my emails and can reply 

very quickly.   I also send out occasional general interest emails about developments in 

the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. If you would like to be added to the distribution 

list, please do email me at vaizeye@parliament.uk or sign up at www.vaizey.com.   

 

 

Dave Drummond holds the 

Trophy won for the display 

shown on the right. The 

Gardeners Club’s exhibit  

by members Kate & Sara 

Lee, Janice Markey, Dave  

Drummond and Martin  

Ricketts- was best over the  

four sections, fruit, flowers, 

veg & jam. Martin also won 

the ‘Ladies Challenge Cup’ 

for best overall in the 

Cookery section!  
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The Charity Plantlife has made a plea for our road verges 

Road verges are one of the most important, best loved and frequently viewed 

habitats in the country... So why are they still being destroyed? 

A new Plantlife study shows that Britain’s road verges are home to 703 species 

of wild plants, more than in any other part of our landscape, and 87 of them are 

either threatened with extinction or heading that way. In addition, 88% of these 

wild plants provide nectar and pollen for bees and other insects, making road 

verges essential refuges for insect life; bird’s-foot trefoil alone is a food plant 

for 132 species of insect.  

In addition, 21 of the 25 Nation's Favourite Wildflowers grow on road verges. 

And with 30 million drivers in the UK, they’re the most frequently viewed 

habitat too, providing many people with their only regular daily contact with 

nature. 

But in much of Britain road verges are still being needlessly cut down in full 

flower threatening the wildflowers and the wildlife that depend on them. Many 

councils have already started cutting verges - much too early in the year for 

flowers to be able set seed, and greatly reducing one of the most important 

food banks for our ailing bees and other pollinators. 

Dr Trevor Dines of Plantlife explains, “Over 97% of meadows have been 

destroyed in England since the 1930s. In many areas, rural road verges are the 

last remaining stretches of natural habitat for our wildlife. Road safety is the 

absolute priority, but we know that verges can be managed better for wildlife 

whilst remaining safe for motorists. This means adopting some simple changes 

to management – like a delay in cutting to allow seed to be set - so that 

wildflowers can thrive”. 

Plantlife has produced new management guidelines and is urging the public to 

sign a petition asking local councils to adopt them. Some councils are leading 

the way. Our guidelines are being currently being applied to 11,700 km of 

verge covering 2,300 hectares of verges – that’s equivalent to 2.5 times the 

area of remaining upland hay meadow in the UK - and with the public’s 

support we can do even more.  

Dr Dines adds, “If we just give them a chance, wildflowers can return. 

Meadow crane’s-bill was once widespread in meadows – hence its name – but 

is now more commonly found on road verges. It spreads readily when cutting 

is delayed and it’s allowed to set seed 

Visit www.plantlife.org.uk/roadvergecampaign to sign the petition. 

On a local note, while pyramidal and bee orchids have been seen this year in a 

garden and a field adjacent to the Reading Road, on verges of the A4130, the 

B4493 and even a lot on the A34 embankments, at the time when these are in 

flower – June to early July- all the margins of the Recreation Ground apart 

from a little bit near the Wantage Road were strimmed! Martin Ricketts 


