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Parish Council Meetings 

July Extraordinary meeting: This was called to 

approve quotes for repairs to the Pavilion. It had been 

reported by the Clerk at the previous meeting that 

following a visit by an electrician the hot water system, 

heating and floodlights had been switched off as unsafe.  

It was approved, by 9 votes in favour to 1 against, that 

repairs to pavilion electrics should be carried out, up to 

a value of £10,000, using reserves allocated for the 

pavilion upgrade. 

There was a second motion to approve repairs and 

replacement of pavilion roof and guttering, based on 

findings in the roofer’s up to a value of £6,520, again 

using reserves allocated for the pavilion upgrade. 

Following discussion, the motion was carried by 7 votes 

in favour with 3 abstentions.  

September meeting:  In the open forum, PCSO Deane 

had sent a report; some criminal damage and thefts had 

been reported and investigated. One motorbike had 

been recovered and returned to its owner but in the 

other cases there were no further lines of enquiry. The 

District and County Councillors’ reports are 

summarised on page 2. 

Under external Liaison, the Chairman, David Marsh 

reported that he had attended a meeting with Taylor 

Wimpey and a Planning Officer regarding the Grove 

Road planning application where Section 106 was 

discussed. He had had a further meeting with VWHDC 

officers to discuss the S106 process. All projects which 

are to receive S106 funding must be justified and 

funding for the whole project identified before S106 

funds are released for each project. 

He had also had a meeting with residents of Rowstock 

who were concerned about traffic issues, including 

speeding, increased traffic at night during A34 closures, 

pot holes and safety. Residents would like a vehicle-

activated speed-limit sign; Mr Marsh sympathised with 

the residents’ concerns but had explained the difficulties 

in obtaining such a sign. 

Mr Marsh and Mr Fox-Davies had visited Woodstock to 

see a shared-surface road, such as has been proposed for 

Grove Road in connection with the Grove Road North 

planning application. The Parish Council’s response to 

the Vale on this application can be seen on the PC web 

pages, under Planning then Developments. 

The main agenda item concerned the proposed Village 

Hall redevelopment. The PC has received the section 

106 money from the Alder View development and there 

is a further sum due from the Blenheim Hill 

development. There were several sections to the 

proposal by which the Parish Council would contract 

for the first part of the Hall redevelopment. It was noted 

that the project is not fully funded yet, and one section 

covered the possibility of a loan by the Parish Council 

from the Public Works Loan Board, although no final 

decision was taken on this. 

Following discussion, and with the Councillor who is a 

Hall Trustee abstaining, the Councillors present 

approved the proposals nem con, giving the Chairman 

or his deputy power to sign the contract.  

On other financial matters, Mrs Boughton-Waite 

confirmed the accounts and bank reconciliation, the 

Clerk’s payments schedule was approved, and it was 

noted that the external audit for the year to March had 

been completed. 

On Council-owned Lands matters, the future of the 

Pavilion was discussed. After discussion, the Terms of 

Reference of the Recreation Ground Facilities 

Committee were approved. The Chair, Ms Debbie 

Greenfield has written a separate item (see page 2) 

inviting Village organisations to give their views. 

Two documents were due for checking; Mrs Kate 

Beswick agreed to look at the Emergency Plan and 

Martin Ricketts will look at the PC’s Risk Assessment. 

The Harwell & Hendred Youth FC was given approval 

to store a new set of goal posts on the Rec. and their 

2016 summer tournament agreed as 11 & 12 June. 

Under correspondence, the Clerk reported several 

Parishioners living in Rowstock had expressed concern 

with traffic and safety, and a resident has expressed 

concerns about apparent surveying activity in fields 

adjacent to Didcot Road; no advice has been received 

about this activity but the Council has noted it. 

Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available 

on the web, in draft form until approved at the 

following meeting. The next Parish Council meetings 

will be on Tuesdays 6th October and 10th November. 

Items for the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S. 

Taylor one week before the meeting. 

Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, 

by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to Clerk, Harwell 

Parish Council, Enborn, Shop Lane, Leckhampstead, 

RG20 8QQ. Office hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am to 

5pm Mondays. To contact Councillors, see the 

appropriate page at www.harwellparish.co.uk. 

This weekend: Harwell History Exhibition in the 

Village Hall see pages 8 and 9 →

HARWELL NEWS depends on having volunteers 

willing to deliver; all that is needed is a short walk 

six times a year.  If you live in the areas listed 

below, this might be the last time you get a copy 

because you are in a new house, or because the 

person who currently delivers has to give up: 

Rowstock east of the A4130 

Harwell Campus North Drive 

Talbot Close – 15 houses now and growing to 65 

Great Western Park – 50 houses now and growing, 

so we will need several volunteers in due course. 

If  you are able to deliver in your area, or indeed 

happy to help elsewhere in the Parish, please contact 

the Clerk. 
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Harwell Recreation Ground Facilities Requirements 

Workshop 

Do you use the Pavilion on the Harwell Recreation 

Ground? 

Does your sports or social group make use of the Rec? 

Would you make more use of the Rec. if there were 

better/more/different facilities to support you? 

Would you like a say in what facilities are provided on 

the Rec. in the future to support the village sports and 

social groups? 

Harwell Parish Council recently created a Committee to 

consider the future of the Pavilion. This committee will 

be holding a workshop at the British Legion Club on 

Thursday 8
th

 October to look at the requirements for 

facilities to support activities located on the Rec and to 

consider options. Please arrive from 7:45 for an 8pm 

prompt start. Please note that this initiative is 

independent of the talks that the Legion is holding about 

the future of the RBL Club. 

If you’d like to attend this meeting then please email 

Debbie Greenfield (debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk, 

01235 820760) saying which group you will be 

representing. Attendance will need to be limited to one 

representative per village group. 

Cemetery Memorial Check 

The Council will test all memorials in the cemetery and 

in the churchyard for safety on or around November 1st. 

The test will be undertaken by the cemetery worker, Mr 

M Russell. Should any memorials fail the test, notice to 

be given of any intended work as follows:  

Written notice sent to next of kin, available; a notice 

fixed to or placed next to the memorial in question, and 

a notice displayed on cemetery gates or in churchyard. 

Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service 

The Remembrance Sunday parade and service this year 

will be on Sunday 8th November. The Parade will form 

up at Townsend at 10.30am and set off for the War 

Memorial for the service there at 10.45am. After the 

service the Parade will continue to the Church.  

Following the Church service the RBL will march to a 

short ceremony at the War Graves.  

Armistice Day A short ceremony will be held on Wed. 

11th November at 11am at the War Memorial 

December newsletter deadline: Sat. November 21st. 

 

From the District Councillors Reg Waite & Janet 

Shelley: 

Dog Fouling in Harwell Parish: Complaints are 

increasing here in Harwell and we must highlight the 

ongoing problem to all dog owners. Dog mess is on the 

increase, particularly on the recreation grounds! 

The Vale of White Horse District Council need your 

support in helping to eradicate the problem.  Dog mess 

is not only unpleasant but it spreads diseases which can 

cause illness and even blindness. 

Under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 a person 

who is in charge of a dog MUST clean up after it when 

it fouls any footpath, highway, verge or other open 

space to which the public have access and on which 

they play. 

It is a crime to allow a dog to foul in any public area 

without cleaning it up.  By doing so you could face a 

fixed penalty notice of £50 or prosecution. The 

Council’s advice for Dog Owners is as follows – 

Never let your dog walk a great distance from you 

as this makes it difficult to see when they foul 

Always carry a bag when walking your dog so you 

can clean up after it 

Encourage your dog to stay on the perimeters of 

fields or pitches to ensure that any remains of the 

fouling do not cause any harm to others. 

Do not just park next to a public area and let your 

dog roam on its own.  This dangerous practice 

could result in not only a fixed penalty for your 

dog’s fouling,  your dog could be taken away as a 

stray.  A collar and ID tag are also required by law. 

If you see another dog owner committing this offence 

please keep a record of anything that can identify them 

and contact the Vale of White Horse District Council’s 

Environment Wardens on  01235 540555 or e-mail 

env.health@southandvale.gov.uk, Thank-you         → 

 

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING 

Trading Standards Approved 
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered 

 Boiler Servicing 

 Central Heating Installations 

 General Plumbing 

 Free Estimates, No job too small 

 Emergency call-outs 

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655 
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk 
email: info@remloc.co.uk  

For the garden of your dreams – 

consult a professional 

 

MARY ANN LE MAY 

GARDEN DESIGNS 
 

Blissetts  West Hagbourne  Oxfordshire OX11 0ND 

Tel: 01235 850523  Fax: 01235 851153 
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Recycling: With your continued support the Vale looks 

set to be ranked 2nd place in the country for recycling 

for the year ended 31st March 2015 – this is excellent 

and the 1st place will go to our neighbours, South 

Oxfordshire District Council. 

In an effort to improve our service even further from 

5th October Vale residents can also recycle small 

electrical goods by placing items alongside your grey 

bin every other week, and any tatty clothes or textiles 

that aren’t good enough for charity please place them 

next to your green bin.  They will be taken away by 

Biffa and recycled. 

Don’t forget there is an offer of FREE compost on 

Saturday, 3rd October between 9 am – 11 am at White 

Horse Leisure Centre overflow car park, Audlett Drive, 

Abingdon, and Sunday, 4th October, same times, at the 

old SODC Council car park, Crownmarsh Gifford. 

An informal status update on Great Western Park 

from Taylor Wimpey: 

The Northern Neighbourhood Community Centre 

opened on Saturday 19th September. 

The Northern Neighbourhood Shop, which is just 

beside the Community Centre also opened at the 

weekend. Some services, such as the off-licence, will 

follow slightly behind and be ready in a week or two. 

University Technical College – the north wing is open 

and students’ studies are under way. The south wing is 

due for completion in October. 

Primary school – works are under way to construct the 

first primary school which is due to take a new 2016 

intake. 

Boundary Park & Pavilion – a steel frame is currently 

being erected. This is due for completion by the 

summer of next year. 

Roads – Some road signage is on order, and as soon as 

that arrives the main GWP spine road will be opening. 

Sir Frank Williams Avenue (SODC) and Greenwood 

Way (Vale) will then connect to the Wantage road. 

Hopefully next week it will be open. 

District Centre Community Centre – Taylor Wimpey 

are looking to get this project under way to complete by 

Christmas next year. 

Taylor Wimpey are shortly going to be commencing the 

neighbourhood park which will host tennis courts, a 

multi-use games area, play area and skate park. This 

will be located to the west of the development. 

Little Pippins Pre-School 

 A warm welcome back after the 

holidays to all the children at Little 

Pippins, especially to all the new 

children who have started with us this 

autumn.  We are now in the very unusual position for us 

so early in the academic year of being full with a 

waiting list. If you would like to place your child on the 

waiting list or to register for a place from September 

2016, please contact us on the details below to arrange a 

visit and pick up a registration form. You can also 

download a registration form from our website. 

Our pre-school is set in an old orchard in the centre of 

the village and has a large outdoor play area, plans for 

which include a woodland area and vegetable garden.  

We are open during term time providing pre-school care 

and education for children between the ages of 2½ and 

5 years. We also offer a Breakfast Club for 3-11 year 

olds with a walking bus to Harwell Primary School.  

Nursery Education Funding is available from the term 

after your child’s 3rd birthday for up to 6 sessions (15 

hours) per week and we also offer some funded places 

for 2½ year olds under the Two Year Old early 

education scheme. 

Little Pippins Pre-School, Freeman Orchard, Gaveston 

Road, Harwell, OX11 0HP Tel: 01235 821741, email: 

littlepippins@btinternet.com  , www.littlepippins.org.uk  

 

 

 
Harwell Dental Practice 

Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ. 
01235-831889   www.harwelldental.co.uk 

 
Fully independent local dental care 

Easy free parking 
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Harwell Village Hall 

Redevelopment Project 
Latest News 

 

CONTRACTS SIGNED! 

WORK WILL BEGIN ON 19 OCTOBER 

It was an historic day for the Trustees of Harwell 

Village Hall on Friday 11
th

 September 2015 when 

Chairman, Keith Beswick and Secretary, Martin 

Ricketts, alongside David Marsh for the Harwell Parish 

Council signed the contracts for the Village Hall 

Redevelopment Project with Graham Fennell of Fennell 

Blake & Co. Ltd, the builders who will be carrying out 

the work. 

          

“The project has enjoyed huge support from the Village 

and we would not be here today without teamwork and 

everyone pulling together.  I would particularly like to 

thank Harwell Parish Council for their help with 

Section 106 and minimising the VAT impact of the 

project” said Keith Beswick, Chairman of the Trustees.  

“The next few months will be very exciting, first seeing 

the demolition of the Freeman Hall, then the 

construction of the new extension.” 

“The refurbishment of the Main Hall will be the final 

stage and we hope to complete within a year.  The aim 

is to keep the hall operational throughout and we will be 

keeping all users updated on progress.  Look on our 

website and in the Harwell News too.” 

“We haven’t finished fundraising, so our events will 

continue and we have more grants in the pipeline.  We 

still need your support so please keep giving.” 

Fundraising 

Check out our diary of events for what’s on next! 

This takes our total from events, donations (received 

and promised), gift aid, grants, and S106 money 

(including refunded VAT) to: 

£985,000 

We still have more to raise to reach our target and have 

more grants to apply for and several things in the 

pipeline but we still need your help so please keep 

giving!  

 

Diary Dates 2015... 

Sundays 

from 20
th

 

Sept for 

10 weeks 

Next 

session is 

Sunday 

11
th

 Oct 

Drama Workshops 

For everyone who 

would like to gain 

stage confidence 

perhaps with the 

view of taking part 

in future village 

amateur dramatics. 

Harwell Village Hall 

4pm – 5.30pm  

Age 8-88 

Cost for 10 weeks is £50 

To book or to ask 

questions please ring 

01235 861446. 

Sat 3
rd

 and 

Sun 4
th

 

October 

History Exhibition:  

Harwell Village 30, 

100 and 300. 

Come and learn 

about the 

milestones in our 

history! 

Harwell Village Hall 

Saturday 10am to 4pm 

and Sunday 11am to 

4pm. 

Free Admission 

Refreshments available. 

Friday 30
th

 

October 

Film Event – Mr 

Holmes starring 

academy award 

nominee Sir Ian 

McKellen as the 

iconic detective 

£5 per person, £12 

including Fish & 

Chips. 

Harwell Village Hall. 

Doors and bar open 

6.45pm; film showing at 

7.45pm. 

Tickets available from 

Bob’s Butchers or 

Barbara Jackson on 

835968. 

Sun 22
nd

 

November 

Craft Fair 

Christmas is 

coming, there’s 

something for 

everyone! 

Harwell Village Hall 

11am to 4pm 

Free admission 

Refreshments available 

All welcome! 

Weds 16
th 

December 

Christmas Raffle 

Draw 

Tickets will be on 

sale soon! 

The Hart of Harwell 

High St, Harwell 

10.45am at the regular 

coffee morning - all 

welcome! 

Please check the Village Hall website 

(harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and the Fundraising and 

Community facebook pages for more information on these 

and future events and on how you can support our project. 

Contact: 

 Keith Beswick to arrange for items in the village hall to 
be removed, letters of support, business contacts, etc. 
on 01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk 

 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc. on 
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk 

Be part of it! 

 

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall 

car park between 10.45 and 11.15am and then at 

Harwell Campus Kids Unlimited, from 11.25 to 

11.45 on the following Tuesdays:  

October 6, 20, November 3, 17. 
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Harwell W.I. 

The year is now sliding extremely fast towards 

Christmas! There was no official meeting in August but 

during the month members had a splendid evening 

dinner at The Hart and we also had two afternoon 

workshops to make pennants to be used at events. A 

dozen members spent the afternoons stitching, chatting, 

drinking tea and coffee and eating home made biscuits, 

and 110 pennants were completed. 

In September we had a talk about the Jubilee Sailing 

Trust.  It was informative and inspiring and prompted a 

lot of questions from members. The Trust gives 

wonderful opportunities to both able-bodied and 

disabled people to experience sailing tall ships. 

As it is 100 years since the WI was formed, this is 

obviously a very exciting year for all Clubs;  even The 

Archers had a party!!  On the 15th September all the 

Oxfordshire WIs paraded in Oxford with their Club 

Banners and then had tea.  The photo shows our 

president, Lorna, on the left and our Secretary, Dee, 

holding our 

newly refurbished 

banner. 

 The next day 

was our 

Centenary Party. 

It poured with 

rain but this did 

not dampen our 

spirits.  Over 50 

members went to 

The De Vere Hotel, at Milton Hill for a splendid 

afternoon tea of sandwiches, scones with jam and cream 

and tiny bite sized pastries. The room was decorated 

with the pennants made at the two workshops 

mentioned above and garden flowers graced every 

table, as you can see in the second photo.  

Poems with particular mention of Harwell and its cherry 

orchards were read by some of the Committee.  The 

party broke up at 5pm and we all braved the rain yet 

again.  

 

On 14th October David Endicott will be talking about 

‘Bats in the UK’ and particularly in our local area. Then 

on 11th November Tony Boffin, speaker for the 

National Trust, will be telling us about the property 

Nuffield Place, and its famous owner, Lord Nuffield. 

With Christmas looming, December sees our Festive 

meeting and its format is still under wraps!  Watch this 

space…… 

Not only WI Members but all-comers meet regularly at 

The Hart of Harwell at 10.30am on a Wednesday 

morning for coffee and pastries. The numbers are 

increasing weekly. Call in and say ‘Hello’!  The 

‘knitters’, are still meeting on the second and fourth 

Mondays at 7.30pm in The Hart so go along and see 

what they are up to. 

The WI still has much to offer. Why not find out at 

first-hand about our many interesting speakers, visits 

and outings. There are events organised by Oxfordshire 

Federation of WIs, and we have theatre trips, boat trips, 

walks, to which members can bring friends. 

Visitors are always welcome at our meetings are on the 

2nd Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall. For 

more about joining us or about any of the above 

activities, contact our Secretary, Dee Holes, on 01235 

835649 or email: wi@harwellwi.org 

 

 

 
BUILDING & JOINERY 

 

∙ Extensions and building services ∙ 

∙ Windows and doors ∙ 

∙ Handmade painted kitchens ∙  

∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙ 

 

Tel/Fax: 01235 835553 
www.fox-wood.co.uk 

E-mail: info@fox-wood.co.uk 

 

 

Harwell Scout Group 

Annual Firework Event 

 

Fri. 6th Nov. Harwell School 

Gates open 6:30pm, 

Fireworks at 7:30pm 

Entry by donation. 

BBQ and licensed bar 

ALL WELCOME! 

For safety reasons please do not 

bring Sparklers 

 

 

Produce Show photos on the next 

pages by Charlotte Orr, Sara Lee 

and Martin Ricketts 
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Harwell Produce Show 2015 

Harwell Gardeners’ Club held the 35th Annual Village 

Produce Show on Sat 12th September in Harwell 

School. Trophies were awarded as follows: 

The David Dewey Memorial Shield for Gardeners’ 

Club member with the most points in all classes: 

1st  Mike Kerswell 

2nd  Susan Quinton       3rd  Martin Ricketts 

 

Mike’s vegetable tray 

The Harwell Produce Show Shield for the entrant 

gaining the most points in all classes: 

1st  Alwyn Evans 

2nd  Mike Kerswell      3rd  Susan Quinton 

The Mary Turner Salver for the W.I member gaining the 

most points in all classes:    1st  Sara Lee 

2nd  Di Baker      3rd  Linda Lee 

The Harwell Rose Bowl for the entrant gaining the most 

points in the horticultural classes: 

1st  Alwyn Evans 

2nd  Mike Kerswell      3rd  Susan Quinton 

 

Janice Markey supervising some of the preparations 

The Chairman’s Trophy, in memory of Mr. Ken Plumb, 

for the most points in the Flower classes: 

1st  Alwyn Evans 

2nd  Joy Gee      3rd  Richard Sharp 

The Rowstock Orchard Trophy for the entrant gaining 

the most points in the Fruit classes:  1st Caroline Tyler 

2nd  Alwyn Evans     3rd Jean Twigger 

The Floral Art Trophy for the entrant gaining the most 

points in the floral art classes:   1st  Debbie Davies 

2nd  Sara Lee      3rd Jean Twigger 

 
Sarah Lee’s entry representing England 

The Novices Trophy, presented by Mr & Mrs A.F 

Thompson, to the Novice with most points in all classes: 

1st  Matthew Davies        2nd  Jean Twigger 

 

Bryn Gibson presents the trophy to Matthew 

The Vegetable Trophy, presented by Rhoda & John 

Putnam, for the most points in the vegetable classes: 

1st  Mike Kerswell 

2nd  Alwyn Evans      3rd  Susan Quinton 

The Domestic Cup, presented by Michael & Pauline 

Lay, for the entrant gaining the most points in the 

domestic classes: 

1st  Martin Ricketts 

2nd  Pauline Fretter    3rd  Di Baker 

 

Pauline Fretter’s Carrot cake 

The Young Person’s Challenge Cup, donated by Mrs 

Sheila Davidson for the young person aged 14 or under 

gaining the highest points in all classes: 

1st  Rowen Cockburn 

2nd  Joseph Cockburn      3rd  Jamie Cockburn 

The Handicraft Trophy for the most points in the 

handicraft classes: 

1st  Lynn Nickerson 

2nd  Sylvia Rainey      3rd  = Linda Lee & Rowen 

Cockburn 

The Laurie Chumbley Photographic Trophy for the 

most points in the photographic classes: 

1st  Sara Lee 

2nd  Martin Ricketts      3rd  Susan Quinton 

The Trophy for the competitor making the highest 

number of entries in the show, presented by Mr & Mrs 

Ponting:  Susan Quinton 

 
Susan with the Ponting Trophy 
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Bronze Medal for the entrant with most points in the 

Pansy & Viola classes: 

Janice Markey 

The Lee Trophy for the entrant with most points in the 

Art classes      1st Wendy Metcalf 

2nd Joseph Cockburn     3rd Alistair Pickles 

 
Wendy Metcalf receives the Art trophy 

 

The Adele Harris Trophy presented to the winner of the 

Novice Floral Art Class        Jean Twigger 

 
Jean Twigger with the new Trophy 

Thank you all for supporting this great Village event, 

and I would like to thank the School for allowing us to 

use their hall, for all their help in preparation, and their 

Head Teacher Bryn Gibson for presenting the trophies.  

Adele Harris Show Secretary 
 

 
Adele being presented with a bouquet for organising the 

Show. 

Children’s Results 
Ages 4 & 5: The very Hungry Caterpillar   Issac Pickles 

Ages 6 and 7: A Witches Broom      Catherine Wood 

Ages 8 & 9:     Lighthouse made from Junk Abigail Pickles 

 Collage of Leaves and Flowers  Rowan Cockburn 

Ages 10 & 11:    Garden in a seed Tray   Jamie Cockburn 

Any age up to 14: Fairy Cakes Alistair Pickles 

Animal made from Fruit & Veg   Alistair Pickles 

Flower Arrangement in a Tea Cup Jamie Cockburn 

Something made from Wool   Rowan Cockburn 

A  Selfie Photo   Alistair Pickles 

Something made from washing up bottle Joseph Cockburn 

Childrens Art – ages 8 and under - Sunset    Joseph Cockburn 

  An Animal Josie Pickles 

- ages 9 to 14 Sunset  Polly- Mirren Cockburn 

  Still Life  Alistair Pickles 

The school had its own competition with some of the classes; 

here are some entries for Our Head Teacher: 

 

And for Bob’s Village shop: 

 

 

Caledonian Home Cleaning 
Based in Harwell 

      
Please phone Lesley: 07587 553757 

caledonianhomecleaning@gmail.com 
www.caledonianhomecleaning.co.uk 

Weekly or fortnightly 
schedules to suit you 
Minimum just 2 hours 

Materials provided 
Rate: £14.00 per hour 
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Harwell Gardeners' Club 

The next meeting is on Monday 5th October, Russell 

Bowes will talk on Portrait of a Victorian Garden – 

James Bateman & Biddulph Grange. The competiton is 

A Posy.  

For the November meeting, on 2nd, we have a return 

visit from garden designer Paul Hervey Brookes who 

will give a talk entitled Tasty Numbers to Dine Out On. 

The competition will be Something edible you’ve 

grown.  

Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall. 

Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join 

the Harwell Gardeners' Club. 

At the Gardener’s Club fete – the human fruit machine: 

 

 

Sponsored Cycle ride nearly completed … 

Sean Wright, 27, was nearing the end of his 700-mile 

sponsored cycle ride from Culloden to West Hagbourne 

on Sunday 27 September and his grandparents, Mr and 

Mrs Hastings were out to cheer him on his way: 

 

Sean was riding in aid of Cancer Research and 

Tourettes Action; he had been hoping to raise £1,500 

but now expects it to be in the region of £3,200. He said 

“It’s been gruelling – my ankle and knee are hurting, 

but it’s been worth it; it’s changed who I am.” 

 

 

Find us at: 80-82 Broadway, 

Didcot, OX11 8AE 
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Harwell Parish History Group 

 The forthcoming Harwell Village History 

Exhibition on October 3rd and 4th covers a wide and 

interesting range of topics – see the opposite page for 

details. Some displays cover ongoing projects, such as 

Harwell’s pubs and, notably Harwellians’ part in the 

two world wars and related memorabilia. 

 There will be large exhibits on new topics - 

Harwell Campus, events since the Harwell Millennium 

using photographic evidence, and Harwell charities 

focusing particularly on the Geering Almshouses. 

 The Harwell Campus display provides 

information, including locations, about the c. 150 

organisations that currently occupy the site, with details 

on the larger ones.  Harwell Campus is continually 

evolving with new buildings as new organisations come 

to the site. Maintaining a record of this “contemporary 

history” is appropriate since the campus is of such 

importance to this area. 

 One group member has unearthed a recipe for 

“small cakes” contemporary with Frances Geering, and 

has experimented with baking them and we hope to 

include these in the Refreshments. 

 There will be activities for children - a quiz 

and word games.  There is something for everyone at 

this exhibition – so come and support Harwell’s history! 

 For our ongoing projects, the History Group 

would like to hear from anyone who has memories and 

photographs concerning education in Harwell Village. 

In addition, we intend to research the histories of village 

clubs and societies, and will be approaching these for 

information and, again, photographs.  

 If anyone has an idea for topics for us to cover 

in the future then please come and talk to us at the 

exhibition or contact Kath Luker on 

kath.luker@tesco.net or 01235 861057 or alternatively 

Heather Stevens on batty@tesco.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Didcot & District 

University of the Third 

Age 

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month 

at 2pm at Didcot Civil Hall.  Visitors are welcome to 

come to a meeting as a taster before joining. 

At our meeting on 20th October 2015 will we learn 

about “The Organ Grinder” with John Hunt. 

And on 17th November 2015 we will learn about 

Mapledurham Watermill with Corry Starling, the miller. 

It’s never too late to expand your horizons………….. 

The University of the Third Age offers the opportunity 

to share your knowledge, experience and talents with 

others and learn from them in friendly surroundings.   

Why not come along to the next meeting of the Didcot 

& District U3A and find out what we are all about.  A 

member of our committee will be on hand to make you 

welcome.Tel: 07802 237963 

email didcotdistrictU3A@virginmedia.com 

Website: http:/u3asites.org.uk/didcot 

 
Property Maintenance Services 

Guttering / Plastic Roofline / Roofing / Moss 
Removal / Painting / Patios / Paths / Drives / 

Turfing / Hedge Cutting / Gardening / Fencing / 
Carpentry / Repointing & much more 

For a Free Estimate contact Michael on 

01235 835 582 / mobile 07831 550 433 

www.mjtalbot.co.uk 

 

Our Hall is available for private bookings such as 

Birthday Parties or regular Weekly Activities – 

Book Groups, Yoga, Dancing etc.  

Cost of Hire - ₤8 per hour 

Contact Anne Gill 01235 833575 or 

Roz Shipp 01235 863342 

 
 

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork 

*Fencing *Garden Clearance 

 

Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378 

E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk 
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Harwell Feast Committee 

Following the successful Feast Day, the Feast 

Committee is pleased to announce its support for 

Harwell organisations with the following grants: 

Harwell Tennis Club  £320 

Gardeners’ Club   £250 

Cherry Tree Court  £150 

Harwell Village Hall  £500 

Harwell Parish History Group £500 

Little Pippins Pre-school  £500 

Harwell Primary School  £750 

Harwell Fun Club  £107 

Harwell & Hendred Youth F.C. £160 

St Matthew’s Church  £500 

Harwell Bowls Club  £750 

Total    £4487 

In addition, the Feast Committee intends to purchase 

audio equipment and staging for use at the Feast and 

also by the G2G group at St Matthew’s, costing 

approximately £2,000. 

Harwell Village Quiz 

Friday 27th November 2015 

7.30 pm in Harwell Village Hall 

Teams of UP to 8 people 

£5 per person 

Come and enjoy a fun and relaxing evening in the 

Village Hall, Harwell. Prestigious annual cup to be 

won and other prizes 

All welcome 

Licensed bar & snacks 

As space is limited, please book to avoid 

disappointment 

Contact Susan on 01235 820399 

 

 

 

 

. Harwell Scout Group  

It’s the beginning of a new 

(school) year and even as the 

evenings are drawing in, our 

Beaver, Cub, Scout and Explorer sections are starting 

on a new term of activities. The darker evenings 

provide opportunities for events such as night hikes, 

learning to navigate in the dark, astronomy and so on. 

Of course the autumn also brings important events in 

our annual calendar such as Remembrance Parade and 

fireworks night.  

There are over 130 children from in and around the 

village and over 20 leaders making up the Scout Group. 

Weekly meetings usually take place in St Matthew’s 

Church Hall, The Park. The age groups are: 

Section  Age  Meeting Day 

Beavers  6-8  Tuesday 

Cub Scouts 8-10½  Monday/Wed 

Scouts  10½-14½ Wednesday 

Explorers 14½-18  Monday 

If your child is interested in joining, please contact the 

appropriate section leader. You can find the contact 

details on our web site at  

http://harwellscouts.org.uk/contactus/ 

Parents of young children wishing to send them to 

Beavers at six should consider placing their names on 

our waiting list early to ensure a space is available.  

R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

trees lopped & felled, stumps removed 

hedges trimmed, gardens cleared 

walls – paths – drives 

sand, ballast, shingle supplied 

for free estimate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

ZUMBA! 
Party yourself into Shape 

St Matthews Church Hall, Thursday 7pm 

Also Steventon V. Hall Monday 7.30pm 
Absolute Beginners Welcome 

No need to book, £5 admission 

ZUMBA with Jayne ZIN Instructor 
Tel: 07901 860 899 

 

Harwell Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5 

weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990 

Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment are also welcome. 

Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning, 

Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 
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Half-term events 

BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay 

Environmental Education 

Centre  

Family Fun: Haunted Habitats 

Tuesday 27th, Wednesday 28th and Thursday 29th 

October 10 am – 3pm 

Discover more about the creepy, slimy, slithery things 

that make their home on our nature reserve. Have lots 

of fun with both indoor and outdoor activities.  

Please dress for all weathers. 

No need to book, just drop in!  

Suitable for children aged 5+ 

We request a £4 donation for each participating child 

See our web pages for more activities 

We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE 

Contact: Ceri 01235 862024 sceec@bbowt.org.uk 

Earth Trust Events  

Woodland Adventure 

Wed. 28th Oct. 10am to 12 noon 

An expedition for 5-8 year olds. Use your detective 

skills to discover our secret destination where we will 

explore, build and play! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you considered joining a Pilates class? 

Maybe I can answer some of your questions:  

Our classes are small and friendly, welcoming people 

of all ages (teens to Octogenarians!) from complete 

beginners to experienced Pilates students.  

The benefits will be different for each of us but may 

include improved sleep, better posture, flatter tummy, 

stronger back, greater muscle tone, improved balance 

and increased flexibility.  

No special clothing or equipment is required as our 

classes focus on matwork following the traditional 

Pilates method.  

I have taught Pilates for 14 years and many of my 

students have been with me since the beginning---we 

just can't imagine giving it up!  

The classes are held in Harwell Village Club (RBL) 

and Newbury, Didcot and Drayton with morning and 

evening options and a flexible attendance plan.  

I don't offer an internet booking facility as I prefer to 

answer your questions personally, so if you are almost 

ready to join us----please give me a ring on 01235 

814299 or 07981 362867. 

Discover and Play 

Fri. 30th Oct. 10am - 12 noon 

Forest School for pre-school children.  

Come and join us for a morning of 

play and discovery in our woodlands. 

Forest School offers hands on 

learning experiences in a natural 

environment.  Session led by a trained 

Forest School leader.  

£4 suggested donation per child, 

accompanying adult(s) free No need 

to book but please arrive at the start 

time. 

Spooky Dusk Discovery Walk 

30th October   5.30pm - 7.30pm 

Do you dare come out to the woods 

tonight?! Join us for a moonlit 

Halloween walk to experience the 

local woodland at night. Torch and 

courage essential! 

£5 adult, £2 child 

Booking essential, please see our 

Booking Information As always, more 

information about all our events can 

be found on our website 

www.earthtrust.org.uk.  All events 

take place at the Earth Trust, Little 

Wittenham, OX14 4QZ unless 

otherwise stated. 

 

Have Your Say Meeting 
Sat. 24 October, 12 noon to 1pm 

Harwell Village Hall, High Street.  

Contact: PCSO Tim Deane. This is 

your opportunity to speak with your 

neighbourhood police officers to 

discuss any local issues of concern 

you may have. . If you are unable to 

attend but wish to speak to us, 

please call 101. 

Gateway - Volunteers Wanted 
Gateway is a club for Adults with 

Disabilities run by Volunteers and 

we meet every Monday during 

Term time in different venues. 

Twice a month we meet in the 

Willow Brook centre where we 

have a Disco one week and a Club 

Night on week 2. 

We are looking for Volunteers to 

help between 6 30 and 8pm to take 

the register, and to help with Crafts 

at club Night. If you 16 and over 

and looking for something to do and 

add on to your CV we would love to 

meet you. We are also looking for 

help at the Marlborough club on our 

Bingo Night 7pm till 9pm. 

If you could only do one evening a 

month we would be pleased to see 

you. If interested Please contact 

Adele on 07737-287053  or 

01235-811790 

 

Parent and Toddler Tennis 

Ideal for children aged 2-4 

with parent / carer 

Taster sessions are being held in 

Harwell Village Hall 

Wednesdays 11, 18 November 

2pm to 3pm, £2-50 per session 

All equipment provided 

For more info. and to register 

contact Anna Clarke 
anna.clarke (@) southandvale.gov.uk 

or tel 07768 567876 
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The Cherborne Gallery 

& Pictures Framing Service 

www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk 

Artist and Framer with 25 years 

experience offers a visiting service 

 in your home.  

Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell. 

Services include Tapestry Stretching, 

Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning 

And Renovation,  

Football Shirts & Memorabilia, 

Coins & Trophies 

Please ring mobile number, allow to ring 

twice, and I will call you back ASAP 

No order paid for unless entirely satisfied 

Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992 
 

Harwell Village Club (RBL) 

All welcome during RWC 

Guest Ales – Good Old Boy/ Abingdon Bridge/ Scrum Down etc. 

Sat. Oct 3rd Scotland vs S. Africa 4 pm,     England vs Australia 8 pm 

Sat. Oct 10th Wales vs Australia 4 pm,       England vs Uruguay 8 pm 

August and September proved to be busy months for the Management 

Committee with the volunteer workforce continuing general maintenance on 

the club house and also installing the new Big Screen and projector. This will 

be a major investment in terms of the future, as big sporting occasions – 

football, rugby, motor racing, tennis etc will all be viewed on the big screen 

in HD and the quality of the picture is superb. It can also be used for courses 

run by businesses and local companies so the committee hope that the outlay 

may pay dividends in the long run. 

The flower baskets on the outside of the club have been a great sight as you 

come into the recreation ground and our thanks to the Parish Council for 

support with this initiative and also to the helpers for watering and ‘dead 

heading’ during the season.  

We held a meeting for interested sporting groups looking at how the club 

house would be run if we disaffiliate from the Royal British Legion Licence 

that currently operates. It was well attended and there is quiet optimism for 

the future. In the present climate the village needs to consider the long term 

future for its residents. We are a big village (and getting bigger) and the need 

for Sport and Social amenities in our community must be addressed.  

On the social calendar we held our monthly quizzes which were really well 

attended and a very successful and fun Caribbean Night with a Steel Drum 

Duo who turned ‘The green, green grass of home’ into an Art Form!! (As 

Churchill would have – never has a song been played by so few, for so many, 

for so long.... or perhaps not!!) Please see our future events and also note the 

dates for the Rugby World Cup. All welcome to come along for the duration 

of this competition. 

October 10th – Birthday party 6 – 9pm. 17th Quiz night 

October 24th Charity Event in aid of Helen and Douglas House – see website                

25th Bec’s Sunday Roast 

October 31st Halloween Party music by Rick Chase (The Legend) 

November 7th Quiz night     8th Remembrance Sunday 

November 14th Foresters Lunch 14th The Blues Brothers Show 

November 29th Bec’s Sunday Roast December 5th Christmas Quiz 

December 12th Children’s Christmas Party 

 


