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Parish Council Meetings 

February Meeting: In the Open Forum, District 

Councillor Reg Waite noted in his report that it was 

now 11 years since Thatch Cottage on Reading Road 

collapsed and there was no end in sight for the 

neighbours’ problems.  Mrs Convery urged more 

rigorous action by Enforcement Officers.  

County Councillor Stewart Lilly reported that further 

budget cuts will be needed by OCC to balance its 

budget for the next year; there will be no OCC subsidies 

for bus services, meetings with Districts and Oxford 

City Councils to discuss devolution are continuing, and 

The Winnaway has re-opened following resurfacing 

works. Problems with the newly-resurfaced section of 

Icknield Way near Harwell Campus will mean that 

contractors have to re-do the work. 

Under external liaison, Mr Marsh said that he had 

attended a meeting with VWHDC officers to discuss 

Section 106 money; he and the Clerk are liaising to 

apply for the S106 funds from the Blenheim Hill 

development as soon as work starts officially. 

Organisations which have made a request for S106 

funds must each apply for the funds they have 

requested; some organisations may need assistance with 

this. Mr Fox-Davies, Mrs Boughton-Waite and Mr 

Ricketts had attended a joint meeting with Didcot's 

planning committee to hear from the developer about a 

new play area in GWP. Mrs Boughton-Waite had 

attended a Magnox Site Stakeholder group meeting. 

Under planning Mr Marsh reported that several issues 

relevant to Harwell were raised at the Examination in 

Public of the Vale's Local Plan. Mr Marsh is attending 

the sessions, and had circulated notes. 

The Vale had asked for names for the four roads in the 

Blenheim Hill development. It was agreed they should 

be chosen from species found locally, and a list of seven 

was submitted. The Vale has since decided on Walnut 

Place, Teasel Bank, Ash Crescent & Hawthorn Gardens. 

Neighbourhood Plan: There was discussion as to 

whether, given that the village is subject to an 

increasing number of unwelcome speculative planning 

applications on farm land surrounding the village which 

risk eradicating the intrinsic nature of the village of 

Harwell, it was appropriate to consider again 

developing a Neighbourhood Plan. This would be a 

document defining where further development would be 

appropriate; it would require a significant effort to 

generate the plan - to carry out the necessary 

consultations with parishioners to define its objectives, 

with landowners, with the District Council which has to 

approve it, before having a referendum on it. And it 

can't say that there is enough development already, only 

where further development is considered appropriate.  

Given all this, the PC has been sceptical of the benefits 

of having a Neighbourhood Plan but it was agreed that 

the PC should seek volunteer(s) to evaluate the benefits 

of a Neighbourhood Plan or some other format for 

reflecting the views of the Parish. It is noted that 

volunteers do not have to be Councillors, so the Clerk 

was asked to call for volunteers by appropriate means 

such as Harwell News, the PC website and PC 

Facebook page. 

Mr Ricketts volunteered to take an initial look at the 

options, and Mrs Convery offered to ask for volunteers 

who could be briefed by the Council. 

Under Financial matters, a further payment to the 

builder for Village Hall work was approved, and the 

monthly payments schedule was also approved.  

It was noted that The Winnaway is open again after its 

upgrade and the PC agreed to thank OCC and the 

contractors for their work on it..          → 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Wed April 20th, 7.30pm Village Hall. 

The agenda has yet to be finalised but it will include 

a Chairman’s report with a review of the various 

planning applications in the Parish, the status of the 

Vale Local Plan and a report on Section 106 money. 

There will also be a presentation from Harwell 

Primary School about their plans for the future. 

If you with that something should be discussed at the 

meeting please contact the Clerk. More formally, 

before the meeting electors may place resolutions on 

the agenda, which may be voted on by those at the 

meeting. These resolutions are not binding on the 

Parish Council, but they must be taken into account, 

especially if they are thought to represent the views 

of a large part of the community. The Clerk needs 

agenda items by Mon April 11th. 
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March Meeting: In the Open Forum a member of the 

public asked about a possible traffic survey on High 

Street, which had left markings on the road, a recent 

traffic speed survey, and progress on the Harwell By-

pass. The Council had not received any notice but it was 

possible that the surveys had been commissioned by 

Taylor Wimpey, proposed developers of the Grove 

Road north planning site.  

Mr Lilly reported that Compulsory Purchase Orders 

were in hand regarding land for Harwell By-pass, but 

that the process could take 2 years or more. He also 

reported that a Pegasus crossing has been approved for 

the continuation of the Holloway at the road in Chilton. 

Mr Marsh asked about the Traffic Management Plan for 

the Blenheim Hill development – the Vale's position 

seemed to be that since the construction traffic plan 

hadn't been approved by OCC the work on the site had 

not yet started, in spite of compelling contrary evidence. 

Under Planning, the recommendation from the 

Planning Committee regarding the Gladman Didcot 

Road site was no longer relevant as Gladman had 

submitted their planning application to the Vale. No 

official notice had yet been received by the Council. 

Under Financial matters,  it was agreed to pay the fifth 

Fennell Blake invoice relating to the Council-contracted 

works on the Village Hall Refurbishment Project, and 

also the payments schedule drawn up by the Clerk. 

Mr Fox-Davies later reported that work is progressing 

well. Due to possible delays in processing the Section 

106 funds from the Blenheim Hill developer, there may 

be a shortfall in cash-flow of around £22k for a couple 

of months, but it should be possible to rearrange the 

works timetable to avoid this. 

The Council noted that the verge in Westfield near the 

Hall had been temporarily repaired by the contractors 

and thanks were expressed. 

It was agreed that the Chairman and Vice-Chair should 

sign the Memorandum to update the Lease between the 

Council and Little Pippins Pre-School, and this was 

duly done. It was also agreed that cemetery fees remain 

unchanged for 2016-17. 

The Rights of Way Walk will take place on Sunday 

18th September. 

Extraordinary Meeting 22nd March: This was called 

to consider seeking professional help to make the 

objection to the Gladman planning application for 

Didcot Road. The preamble to the motion noted that: 

- In its representations on the emerging Local Plan, the 

Council has maintained that a rural buffer is needed 

between the village and GWP and Valley Park so as to 

prevent the coalescence of Harwell with Didcot. 

- The latest Valley Park application provides nothing by 

way of a realistic rural gap on the east side of the A34, 

effectively bringing urban development right to the 

edge of the village. 

- The field and orchards to the north of Didcot Road 

will then provide the only open space between Harwell 

and Didcot. 

- A planning application has been submitted for 60 

houses on land to the north of Didcot Road, which will 

lead to continuous housing on both sides of the B4493 

all the way from the village to Didcot. 

The PC agreed that the planning application for houses 

on land to the north of Didcot Road should be opposed, 

and that professional help should be obtained to advise 

on the best way to draft the objections, to a cost not 

exceeding £2,000. 

Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available 

on the web, in draft form until approved at the 

following meeting.. The next Parish Council meetings 

will be on Tuesdays 12th April and 10th May. Items for 

the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S. Taylor one 

week before the meeting. 

Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, 

by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to Clerk, Harwell 

Parish Council, Enborn, Shop Lane, Leckhampstead, 

RG20 8QQ. Core office hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am 

to 4pm Mondays. To contact Councillors, see the 

appropriate page at www.harwellparish.co.uk.    

County Councillor Stewart Lilly: 

Contact: Stewart.Lilly @ Oxfordshire.gov.uk 

District Councillors: 

janet.shelley @ whitehorsedc.gov.uk,  

reg.waite @ whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

Campus Ward: mike.murray @ causewayland.com 

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall 

car park between 10.45 and 11.15am and then at 

Harwell Campus Kids Unlimited, from 11.25 to 

11.45 on the following Tuesdays:  

April 5, 19, May 3, 17, 31

R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

trees lopped & felled, stumps removed 

hedges trimmed, gardens cleared 

walls – paths – drives 

sand, ballast, shingle supplied 

for free estimate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

 
Harwell Dental Practice 

Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ. 
01235-831889   www.harwelldental.co.uk 

 
Fully independent local dental care 

Easy free parking 
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Vale Local Plan 

The Planning Inspector hearings took place over three 

weeks in February to establish whether or not the 

proposed Local Plan is “sound” and “legal”.  The PC 

was represented most of the time, with a seat at the 

table, along with about 30 other people – a mix of 

planners, developers, parish councils and local action 

groups.  The Inspector gave everyone a fair hearing, but 

did not reveal anything about his thinking.  It is unlikely 

that he will approve the plan as is, or that he will reject 

it.  More likely he will insist on amendments, such that 

a new version will need to be published and another 

consultation period take place.  This process will 

probably take many months, and meanwhile developers 

can submit applications wherever they like, making it 

very difficult to make valid objections because of the 

national presumption in favour of development. 

Developments in the Parish 

The PC website has a page summarising the various 

developments proposed within the Parish and around.  

Here’s a summary of the status of some of them: 

Talbot Close is now complete.  We welcome the new 

village residents. 

GWP now has over 130 houses complete within the 

parish.  Welcome also to the new Parish residents.  The 

“spine road” through GWP was opened just before 

Easter and connects to the traffic lights by the UTC.  

Two schools are under construction, with the steel 

frame of the Aureus secondary school visible behind the 

UTC from the Didcot Rd., The GEMS Didcot primary 

academy is scheduled to open in September this year. 

Grove Rd north application is now for 213 houses.  

The latest (of 3) amendments had its proposals for 

traffic management turned down by OCC.  New 

amendments are expected any day now. 

Reading Road.  The application for 16 houses in the 

AONB has been silent since the middle of 2015, but is 

rumoured to be close to a decision. 

Blenheim Hill.  Work has started on this development 

of 80 houses.  The OCC has agreed that construction 

traffic can come through the village. 

Valley Park. Amendments to the plan are out for 

consultation, closing 6th April, and it is expected that 

the application for 4,254 houses will go to the Vale 

Planning Committee for a decision later in April.  PC 

will continue to object to the scale of the application 

and the need for more green space either side of the 

B4493 Didcot Rd so as to provide more of a green gap 

between Harwell and Didcot.   

Didcot Rd north 
A company called Gladman has put in an application 

for 60 houses on the site, north of the Didcot Rd and 

before you get to the A34 on the way out of Harwell.   

Building here would mean the loss of any green space 

between Harwell and the Didcot to be, and the loss of 

important views over the fields to the traditional 

Harwell cherry orchards.   

Even if you commented to Gladman on their initial 

community consultation, this counts for nothing and it 

is important that you make your views known again to 

the Local Planning Authority - the ValeWHDC 

before 13th April. 

The PC website will have details of how to make 

comments with suggestions of the important points to 

raise; points which will hopefully have a greater chance 

of carrying weight on planning grounds. 

David Marsh, Chairman HPC 

Planning Applications discussed by Parish Council:
 

P16/V0172/FUL Nottingham Fee Downs Close. 

Demolition of a double storey detached dwelling and 

outbuilding and the erection of 3 detached houses 

together with access, garages, parking and amenity 

space. 

The Council decided it would have no objection but 

agreed to the following concerns – 

Density of proposed development, representing over-

development of the site 

Proximity to neighbours (Plot 1 overshadows existing 

neighbour Bankside) 

Impact of additional traffic generated on the access road 

Lack of pedestrian crossing on A417 is already a 

concern. It also asked that neighbours’ comments be 

taken into consideration by planners. 

 

Harwell Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5 

weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990 

Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment are also welcome. 

Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning, 

Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 

 
 

 
Property Maintenance Services 

Guttering / Plastic Roofline / Roofing / Moss 
Removal / Painting / Patios / Paths / Drives / 

Turfing / Hedge Cutting / Gardening / Fencing / 
Carpentry / Repointing & much more 

For a Free Estimate contact Michael on 

01235 835 582 / mobile 07831 550 433 

www.mjtalbot.co.uk 
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Little Pippins Pre-school 
Our purpose-built Pre-school for 2½ to 5 year olds is set 

in an idyllic orchard in the centre of the village and has 

a large outdoor play area, current plans for which 

include a woodland area and vegetable garden. Little 

Pippins is a charity run by a team of volunteers and we 

are very proud to have been rated ‘Outstanding’ by 

Ofsted. 

The Pre-school is open Monday to Friday from 9.15am 

to 3.00pm during term time providing pre-school care 

and education for children for up to 30 children at a 

time. We can also offer a walking bus to Harwell After 

School club at the end of the day.  Nursery Education 

Funding is available from the term after your child’s 3rd 

birthday for up to 15 hours per week and we also offer 

some funded places for 2½ year olds under the Early 

Education scheme. 

The Pre-school is now full for the current academic year 

but if you would like to register your child for a place 

from September 2016 please complete a registration 

form and return it to us as soon as possible. 

Breakfast Club 

We also offer a Breakfast Club every weekday during 

term time from 8.00am-9.15am for 3-11 year olds 

attending Little Pippins or Harwell Primary School.  

Breakfast is provided and a walking bus to the school 

ensures that school children arrive safely and on time.   

We currently have some spaces at Breakfast Club for 

regular bookings and drop-in sessions are also 

available.  The fees are £5.30 per session. 

For a Registration Form for Pre-school or Breakfast 

Club, contact the Little Pippins office on 01235 821741 

or email littlepippins@btinternet.com.  You can also 

download a registration form from our website 

www.littlepippins.org.uk. 

Little Pippins Pre-School, Freeman Orchard, Gaveston 

Road, Harwell, OX11 0HP.    

Registered Charity No.1105994. 

Annual WI Plant Sale and Coffee morning 

Sunday 8th May 10am to 1pm. 

In the Village Hall 

All you need for your summer bedding, shrubs and 

vegetables as well.  Please support this event as, in turn, 

supports the Village Hall. 

Harwell Village Tennis Club News 

The daffodils are out and soon the longer evenings will 

be upon us which all point to the tennis season starting 

in earnest.  The village has a thriving tennis club which 

now is a member of the LTA. With two great courts we 

offer regular social games on club nights, junior 

coaching, the opportunity to play in matches and even 

pairs of Wimbledon tickets for some lucky members in 

the ballot. 

Why not come along to the Annual General Meeting on 

Tuesday 19th April and find out more.  We'll be 

playing some informal social tennis at the courts from 

6:30 for those who would like to give it a go and then 

hold the AGM in the Harwell Club (Legion) from 8pm. 

We'll also be carrying out the draw for the 5 pairs of 

Wimbledon 2016 tickets we have available to those 

British Tennis Membership (BTM) people who opted in 

to the ballot.  

We will be holding a brief court clearing session on Sat. 

23rd April, starting at 10 am, followed by tennis. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Please visit the website for more details 

www.harwellvillagetennis.org.uk 

 

ZUMBA! 
Party yourself into Shape 

St Matthews Church Hall, Thursday 7pm 

Also Steventon V. Hall Monday 7.30pm 
Absolute Beginners Welcome 

No need to book, £5 admission 

ZUMBA with Jayne ZIN Instructor 
Tel: 07901 860 899 
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News from Harwell Primary School 

Spring is officially here and some of our children have 

been planting saplings provided by the Woodland Trust 

around the edge of the school field.  

  

The plans for our Key Stage 1 playground mentioned in 

the last edition of Harwell news have now come to 

fruition: 

 

We will be having an Official Opening ceremony on 

Tuesday April 12th with the ribbon being cut by our 

Chair of Governor, Liz Waters. 

Our football teams look extremely smart in their new kit 

- a huge thank-you to BOBs BUTCHERS  for buying 

this for the school! 

The second Annual Koreen Davis inter school girls 

football tournament will be held at Harwell School on 

April 27th. 

Year 6 have produced the first edition of a new school 

newspaper. They interviewed children from different 

classes and discussed with them their class outcomes. 

Each class has a project for the term and they share with 

their parents the project ‘outcome’ at the end of the 

term. These are always fascinating insights into each 

class. The newspaper is available to read on our website 

and I thoroughly recommend that you take a look at it.  

The fantastic Year 3 play on their Rainforest project and 

the Foundation Class’Heroes of the Future’ parade will 

feature in the next edition. 

We’ve had some really interesting school trips this term 

including Prince’s Farm in Harwell, Sutton Courtenay 

Nature Reserve, Sulgrave Manor and a long drive to 

Old Trafford to watch Manchester United win against 

FC Mitjyland in the Europa League. 

With warm regards, Bryn Gibson

Harwell School Association 

Village Auction 

Saturday 7 May from 9:30am 

The Harwell School Association is running an auction 

on Saturday 7th May to raise funds for the school. The 

auction will be run by a professional auctioneer. Doors 

open for viewing lots at 9am, the auction itself will start 

at 9.30am. Any Harwell resident can sell through the 

auction. Absolutely anyone can buy! 

Sellers pay £1 per lot + 25% of the sale price. 

Quality donations are also welcome – no fee will be 

charged for donations! 

Buyers will need to pay for and collect their items 

before 2pm on Saturday 7th May. Cash or cheque only. 

Please note that any unsold items, including donations, 

must also be taken away on Saturday 7th May.  

Details on www.harwellprimaryschool.co.uk/auction or 

call Kathryn Caudle (07879882310) 

Charity Band Night 
Back by popular demand! 

Local band ‘Frogstar’ will be performing 
Classic and Modern Rock covers 

On Saturday 23rd April 

at Harwell Primary School 

7.30 - Midnight     £10  

Licensed bar & food available on the night 

For tickets contact Lucy Ryan 07739563689 

or lucy-ryan @ outlook.com 

Book early as limited availability 

Funds raised on the night go to The Pelvic Partnership 

www.pelvicpartnership.org.uk 
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Harwell Scout Group 

The group continues to flourish with 142 youth 

members supported by a team of 25 adult leaders.  

Members are divided into age related sections all of 

whom are now looking to the summer months and their 

real “Out and About Scouting”.  Aside from the weekly 

meetings which will themselves reap the opportunities 

of the better weather a number of weekend experiences 

are coming together:- 

Our youngest members Beavers (aged 6 – 8) term will 

enjoy an overnight experience at Youlbury on Boar’s 

Hill, Oxford. They will Sleep in one of the location’s 

new state of the art Lodges and participate in many 

activities. The experience promises to be very exciting 

for these youngsters. 

From early May, Scouts (aged 10½ to 14½) will again 

be making weekly sailing visits to Farmoor reservoir.  

Last year the weather was quite cruel, so we hope for 

better conditions this year.  

Older Cubs will be joining the Scouts and some 

Explorers for the early May holiday weekend visiting 

the Peak District. While Explorers will be undertaking 

their D of E Silver expeditions, Scouts will be enjoying 

the opportunities this area of the Peak District offers 

while Cubs will also take advantage of the environment 

and achieving badges. All will be based at Barnswood 

Camp (near Leek, Staffordshire). 

June sees Our Scouts attending Aqua-Camp - this is an 

extremely popular annual County event where 320 

Scouts from across Oxfordshire will descend on Lynch 

Hill Country Park for a weekend of boating including 

Kayaking, Raft Building, Dragon Boats, Sailing and 

Pulling.  

June also sees our Cubs supporting Oxfordshire 

County’s Centenary Camp at the Horley Camp near 

Banbury.  Again the event will provide a complete 

compendium of opportunities and experiences.  

Leaders of both our Scouts and Explorers are also 

currently finalising plans for summer trips and in 

September the whole group will be camping together - 

at last year’s event over 100 attended! 

As you can see our success is only possible thanks to 

the dedicated service of our adult team of Leaders and 

supporters and in this respect we have a continuing 

need. So if any Harwellian reading this feels inclined to 

give the gym a miss one evening a week and instead 

volunteer please get in touch. We are currently in 

particular need of a further Cub Scout helper for our 

Ridgeway pack which meets on a Monday night from 

18:30 to 20:00. No experience necessary just 

willingness to help and a spirit for fun and adventure.  

Many readers will see us at the Harwell feast where we 

will again have a significant presence - please be sure to 

visit our Cream Tea tent. Also put the Saturday evening 

(May 28th) in your diaries when we will again stage our 

“Family Bingo evening” – further details nearer the 

date.  

Finally, I have to remind readers that our group is 

extremely popular and currently full (a little capacity 

after Easter). It is therefore essential that villagers 

register would-be Beavers on our waiting list long 

before they are six as we have many enquiries from 

surrounding villages and locals who have not registered 

in advance may have to wait for a place to become 

available. 

Brian Zimmerman, Group Scout Leader 

gsl@harwellscouts.org.uk m. 07736 681426 

 
 

Come and join us to fill your box, bag or container with 

top-quality compost for free - and don't forget your 

shovel! 

Saturday 9 April 9am to 11am (but worth getting there 

well before 10am) 

Rye Farm car park, Culham Road, Abingdon OX14 

3NN. 

Sunday 10 April Old SODC car park Benson Lane, 

Crowmarsh Gifford OX10 8ED.  

There are also free recycling goodies - while stocks last 

- and 50% off compost bins - now only £10 (cash only) 
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Harwell Village Hall 

Redevelopment Project 
 

 
Latest news:   

WORK IS ON SCHEDULE 

Work is continuing to progress well and the windows 

for the new hall are due to be installed soon. 

Please note that the verges on the site entrance on 

Westfield will be returned to their original state by our 

builders after the halls are complete. 

Some disruption 

The path on the south side of the hall needs to be dug up 

to accommodate new water, gas, electric and sewage 

services. The Fun Club storage shed must be moved and 

the exit by the committee room blocked.  Also, the 

adjacent storage room used by Fun Club and the Wood 

Turners must be emptied to enable construction of the 

new toilets for the new hall. 

We will need to accommodate as much of their 

equipment in the hall as we can and plan to use the 

corridor by the committee room until the Safari Supper 

on 16
th

 April, and then the south end of the kitchen and 

broom cupboard after that. 

Please bear with us during this disruption, we have 

managed very well so far with your support and we are 

well on the way to our new hall being opened.  If you 

have concerns, please contact Keith Beswick on 01235 

835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk. 

Events 

Please come and support the Harwell Players at their 

performances of “Godspell” being held at St Matthews 

Church on Saturday 9
th

 April.  Details are above and all 

proceeds go to the Village Hall Redevelopment Fund! 

Fundraising 

As you know, about £1m has been raised to date.  We 

now have detailed information on retractable seating for 

the new hall and this has been added to our target for 

funds (it was originally excluded from the main contract 

as it is specialist equipment). 

To focus all of us on our new goal, we will now report 

the shortfall in our funds, rather than the total raised! 

The amount of money still to raise is: 

£344,000 

A huge well done to our grants team who have secured 

another £10,000, this time from TOE2 – the Trust for 

Oxfordshire’s Environment! Great news! 

Please continue to support us in any way you can.  If 

you would prefer to make a PLEDGE rather than a 

donation (i.e. we only call in the pledge if we cannot 

raise the money in time through grants, etc.) please 

contact Keith Beswick or Clare Wagner for more 

information.  Be part of it! 

 

Diary Dates 2016... 

Saturday 

9
th

 April 

“Godspell” 

Matinee at 2.30pm, 

Evening at 7.30pm 

Tickets £10 pp or 

£5 for Under-16s 

St Matthew's Church, 

Harwell. 

Tickets available from 

Bob’s Butchers, High 

Street, Harwell. 

Saturday 

16
th

 April 

Safari Supper – 

come and join in 

the fun again this 

year! 

Contact Debbie by email, 

debbie.greenfield@stfc.a

c.uk or phone, 01235 

820760, to find out more. 

Monday 

30
th

 May 

Harwell Feast 

Parade, crafts, car 

boot sale, and an 

arena with 

entertainment for 

all the family. 

Come and visit us 

in the Marquee! 

Parade starts at 11am 

and ends at the Harwell 

Recreation Ground. 

Free parking. 

For more info go to 

www.harwellfeast.com 

or  tel: 01235 834765; 

email: 

info@harwellfeast.com 

Sunday 

26
th

 June 

Harwell Open 

Gardens, 2-5pm. 

Proceeds shared 

between 

Gardener’s Club 

and Village Hall 

Redevelopment. 

If you are willing to open 

your garden, please  

contact Dave Drummond 

on 01235 821615 or 

Dave.Drummond@ 

hotmail.co.uk. 

Thank you! 

Sunday 

16
th

 Oct 

Oxford Fiddlers 

featuring the Viv 

O’Gara Irish 

Dancers. Concert 

starts at 7.30pm. 

Harwell Village Hall 

Tickets £10 pp  – more 

info to follow. 

Doors, bar and raffle 

open at 7pm 

Please check the Village Hall website 

(harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and the Fundraising and 

Community facebook pages for more information on these 

and future events and on how you can support our project. 

Contact: 

 Keith Beswick to arrange for items in the village hall to 
be removed, letters of support, business contacts, etc. 
on 01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk 

 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc. on 
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk 

Be part of it! 

. 

 

 

mailto:keith@kbeswick.co.uk
mailto:debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk
mailto:debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk
mailto:keith@kbeswick.co.uk
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BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay 

Environmental Education Centre  
 

Family Fun: Whatever the Weather 

Tues 5th, Wed 6
th

, Thurs 7th April 10 am – 3 pm 

Come rain or shine, wind or snow, we love to play 

outdoors, whatever the weather. So dress for the 

weather and join us at Sutton Courtenay for weather 

themed games, activities and makes. 

No booking necessary - so just drop in. Picnics 

welcome. £4 / child 

We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE 

Contact: Ceri 01235 862024 sceec @ bbowt.org.uk 
 

 Earth Trust Events  

Sunday 3rd April 2016    

Nettles - Nasty or Nice? 

Stinging nettles may pack a bit of a punch, but did you 

know they’re used by both people and wildlife? Get 

inspired by our delicious nettle recipes and discover 

which other species like eating them too. 10am to 2pm, 

no need to book – drop in - £4 per child. 

6th April 2016    

Wildlife Wednesday at Wallingford Castle Meadows 

Come out and play at Wallingford Castle Meadows! 

Our roving Wildlife Wednesdays visit a different Earth 

Trust community nature reserve during each school 

holiday, 2 pm to 4 pm, £2 per child. 

More information about all our events can be found on 

our website www.earthtrust.org.uk.  Tel. 01865 407792 

More Earth Trust events 

21st April   

Lighting the Queen's Birthday Beacon 

Join us on top of the Wittenham Clumps to light a 

celebratory beacon to mark the Queen's 90th Birthday! 

5.30 to 6.30 pm. Exact time of lighting TBC – free. 

22nd April   7.45 – 9.30pm 

Newts, Frogs and Toads 

Come along and find out more about the amphibians 

living in the ponds in Little Wittenham Wood. Ben 

Carpenter will lead a guided walk filled with fascinating 

facts, then we'll use torches and nets to get a closer 

look. Please bring a torch and wellies. £5 adults, £2 

children. Booking essential. 

28th - 1st May 

Public Exhibition: Improving visitor facilities at the 

Earth Trust Centre 

Would you like to find out about plans to improve 

visitor facilities here at the Earth Trust Centre? Drop in 

to this informal exhibition held in Fison Barn. If you are 

unable to attend the exhibition boards will also 

displayed on our website. 

1st May – 10am to 2pm - Brilliant Bees 

Bees are pollinators which means they're really 

important for growing all sorts of food. Give them a 

helping hand by making a bee hotel or diner to take 

home, and bee inspired to create some art.  £4 per child. 

8th May 4.30 – 6.30am  

Dawn Chorus Walk 

Set your alarm clocks and listen to the birds celebrating 

the season at the Clumps! Learn more about the birds 

found locally and how to identify them. . £5 adult, £2 

children, booking essential. 

8th May 8.15 – 10pm 

Bats at Wallingford Castle Meadows 

Local bat expert Dominic Lamb will lead walk at dusk 

to find out more about these fascinating winged 

mammals. Learn how to recognise different species 

using a bat detector. £5 adult, £2 children, booking 

essential. 

These are just some of our events 

More information about all our events can be found at 

www.earthtrust.org.uk.  

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING 

Trading Standards Approved 
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered 

 Boiler Servicing 

 Central Heating Installations 

 General Plumbing 

 Free Estimates, No job too small 

 Emergency call-outs 

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655 
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk 
email: info@remloc.co.uk 

Easter holiday events 
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Harwell Village Club  Events 

Saturday 30th April Soul and Motown Disco with 

Steve Fathers. Tickets £5. 

Friday 27th May Harwell and Hendred Football 

Presentation evening. 

Monday 30th May Harwell Feast. 

There are also monthly Quiz evenings with hot food at 

the club, usually on the 2nd Saturday of the month, the 

next being on Saturday 9th April. 

The summer Aunt Sally season will be starting in May - 

keen Aunt Sally throwers are always welcome to join 

one of the Club teams. 

As you may know, the intent behind the disaffiliation of 

the Club from the Royal British Legion is the make the 

club more viable and available as a club for the village 

and community. There was a vote taken and the 

overwhelming majority of the members voted for the 

proposed disaffiliation to proceed.  

The steps required to process this disaffiliation will take 

several months to complete and we have a timetable of 

five or six key actions that need to be done between 

now and our planned and hoped for completion date for 

the disaffiliation in September 2016. 

 

 

 

HARWELL ART & CRAFT GROUP 

Are you looking for something more to do with your 

time; or would you like to get to know more people in 

the village? Why not come along to the Art and Crafts 

Club which meets every Thursday morning (9.30 – 

12.00) in the Village Hall. 

Very occasionally we organise a craft demonstration, 

but most weeks each of us brings whatever art or craft 

we enjoy doing. Between us we cover a wide range of 

activities: embroidery, quilling, painting & drawing; 

tapestry, making wooden toys, knitting ....and more. 

With this variety of activity you are very likely to find 

someone with the same interests as yourself, or maybe 

discover new crafts you’ve not tried before. 

Of course, we don’t sit and work in silence; we enjoy 

being able to ‘art & craft’ whilst having a chat, so it’s a 

good opportunity to make new acquaintances and there 

are refreshments if we want them, to keep ourselves 

from fading away! 

Our mornings are very informal; anyone interested in 

seeing what we do is very welcome to come and have a 

look around and have a cup of tea or coffee with us. 

There is no charge for a first visit; if you decide to come 

again, there is no membership subscription but 

everyone pays £2 each time they attend; this works 

well, as some members like to come every week but 

others can only come from time to time. 

So whether you are a novice or an expert, or somewhere 

in between, don’t hesitate to come along one Thursday 

to find out more. 

Would you like a guaranteed place in 

Prudential RideLondon-Surrey 100 2016? 

On Sunday 31st July  

Apply for one of our charity places and commit to 

raising a minimum of £500 for the Pelvic Partnership 

and help women with pregnancy related Pelvic Girdle 

Pain (PGP) get the right treatment and get back on their 

feet. Closing date for applications 25th May.  

For more information please contact our co-ordinator, 

Lucy Ryan: lucy-ryan@outlook.com or 07739563689.  

www.pelvicpartnership.org.uk’  
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HARWELL WI 

In February, local ‘Bake Off’ contestant of 2013, 

Christine Wallace, did not disappoint and gave a 

splendid, humorous talk, with slides, about her 

experiences on this very popular programme.  This was 

thoroughly enjoyed by all the members; I am trying to 

work my way through her book, and those of you who 

know me know that is an impossible task as I am NOT 

A COOK!!  Lovely book! 

Our March meeting was the Club’s Annual Meeting and 

the new Officers were elected for the coming year. Di 

Baker and Fran Sumner are sharing the honour of 

President for the coming year supported by Dee Holes, 

Secretary; Linda Lee, Treasurer; Liz Tappin, Press Sec; 

and a brand new committee featuring Joyce Doughty, 

Sue Greatbanks, and Sue Lucksford.  

On Wednesday 11th April Linda Bull will be giving a 

talk about ‘Stroke Prevention’.  This is really important 

as the right actions could well save a life and improve 

recovery. 

Breaking news … Keep Sunday 8th May free for the 

Annual WI Plant Sale and Coffee morning in the 

Village Hall.  All you need for your summer bedding, 

shrubs and vegetables as well.  Please support this event 

as it, in turn, supports the Village Hall. 

On Wednesday 11th May members will be discussing 

Resolutions:- this year they are ‘Avoid Food Waste, 

address food poverty’ and ‘Appropriate care in hospitals 

for people with dementia’. After this Paul Jupp will be 

giving a talk ‘Gardening for Wild Life’ about enticing 

bees, butterflies and good bugs into the garden with the 

right choice of plants. 

June sees our first ‘craft’ evening of the new year with 

hands-on painting with celebrated local Artist Linda 

Benton. The new programme will be available at the 

April meeting so come along and get your copy for the 

new year.  If you haven’t yet joined, come and sign up 

and enjoy your WI. 

Not only WI Members but also all-comers meet 

regularly at The Hart of Harwell at 10.30am on a 

Wednesday morning for coffee and pastries. The 

numbers are increasing weekly. Call in and say ‘Hello’. 

The ‘Knitters’, are still meeting, now every Monday at 

7.30pm in The Hart.  Come and chat and knit some 

twiddlemuffs.  These are extremely easy for learners 

and fun for experienced ‘knitters’, 

The WI has so much to offer.  There are theatre trips, 

boat trips and walks, as and when available, which are 

notified at our regular monthly meetings.  There are 

also many other outings organised by Oxfordshire 

Federation of WIs and these are advertised in our 

monthly newsletter, News & Views. Most outings can 

be attended by the Members and friends and booked via 

Linda, our Club Treasurer. 

Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the 

second Wednesday of the month except August at 

7.30pm in the Village Hall. For more information about 

joining us or about any of the above activities, contact 

our Secretary, Dee Holes, on 01235 835649 or email: 

wi@harwellwi.org. 

Harwell Gardeners' Club 

At the April meeting on Monday 4th Carol Tait will tell 

us about Coton Manor Garden, Past, Present & Future. 

The competition is Arrangement of Flowers from bulbs. 

Then on May 9th Chris Day will give a talk on 

Successional Planting. The competition will be Tulips. 

Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall. 

Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join 

the Harwell Gardeners' Club. After the May meeting 

there are garden visits until meetings resume in 

September – come along to the April or May meetings 

to find out more.  

RBL Harwell Branch Awards. 

A number of Harwell Branch members have been given 

awards in appreciation of their service to the Legion: 

Branch Vice President Brain Mulford has been awarded 

a County Certificate by the Berkshire County 

Committee in recognition of his 65 years of service to 

the Harwell Branch and Club, holding many offices in 

both Committees and his tireless work on Legion 

Welfare and the Poppy Appeal.  

Branch President Reginald East has been awarded 

National Life Membership. This is the second highest 

award given by the Legion and is approved by the 

National Chairman.  

It is in recognition of service to the Harwell Branch and 

Club, the Vale of the White Horse Group, and Berkshire 

County, over the last 60 years, impossible to sum up in 

a few words. He has held many different offices 

including terms as Group and County Chairman. It also 

recognises his tireless work on Legion Welfare, the 

Poppy Appeal and educating the younger generation of 

the meaning of the Poppy by giving talks to local 

schools. 

Additionally Branch Certificates have been awarded to 

Wendy Clarke, Sandie Pateman, Charles East and Julie 

Gage by the Harwell Branch Committee in recognition 

of their years of service to the Branch. 

Harwell Branch congratulates all the recipients on their 

awards; they are all excellent exponents of the Legion 

motto “Service not Self”. 

Peter Cox 

Harwell RBL Branch Secretary 

For the garden of your dreams – 

consult a professional 

 

MARY ANN LE MAY 

GARDEN DESIGNS 
 

Blissetts  West Hagbourne  Oxfordshire OX11 0ND 

Tel: 01235 850523  Fax: 01235 851153 

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of 

Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not 

those of the Parish Council.  Items for the June issue 

should be sent by May 27th.  

email news@ harwellparish.co.uk    

Distribution is by Mrs Pat Staples, Talbot’s Way, Grove 

Road. Advertising queries to the Clerk - see page 2. 
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Fostering with Oxfordshire County Council 

In line with a national trend, the number of children 

coming into the care system in Oxfordshire has 

increased in recent years. There are currently more than 

600 looked after children in the county, most of whom 

will at some point require a foster placement. As a 

result, the needs of our fostering service are 

continuously changing and currently we are especially 

keen to hear from people who can consider 

Unaccompanied Asylum Seeker Children (UASC) and 

teenagers.  

UASC: As I am sure you are aware, 2015 saw the 

shocking and saddening events of Europe's Refugee 

Crisis unfold in the British media. The influx of 

refugees and migrants to Europe from Syria reached 

staggering new levels, dominating headlines and 

prompting stormy political debate. 

Although to date we have not seen a direct increase in 

the number of Syrian children seeking asylum in 

Oxfordshire, we have seen the number of asylum 

seekers arriving from other countries rise.  

As a result, we are urgently trying to find more 

fostering families who are able to make them feel as at 

home as possible and who can ensure they keep good 

links with their heritage.  This is so important because 

they've already had to leave a family, a home and a 

country. 

Teenagers: We have a great need to find people who are 

interested in caring for teenagers. Fostering teenagers 

can be a challenge but there's nothing more rewarding 

than using your skills to help a young person turn their 

life around. 

To foster teenagers you may not need to be at home all 

the time, so you can work and foster. What is important 

is that you do have the time to spend with the young 

person on a one to one basis to give support and be 

there when necessary. 

If you think you have the time and skills to help support 

our young people, please get in touch by calling the 

number below. 

Additionally, there are many other fostering 

opportunities available with Oxfordshire County 

Council, such as: 

• Sibling groups - who need to be placed together rather 

than on their own 

• Babies and toddlers – who need to be placed with 

foster carers who are at home full time 

• Disabled children – who need people with the skills 

and experience to care for them 

• Children with specialist fostering needs – who are 

among our most vulnerable children and young people 

and are part of specialist fostering schemes. 

What help will I get?  Specialist training and support is 

given, carers receive an allowance and for some types 

of fostering additional fees.   

Interested? Give us a call on 0800 783 5724 or visit: 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/fostering 

The D Day Service at the RAF Harwell Memorial 

Stone 

On the Saturday nearest to the anniversary of D-Day, an 

annual parade and service is held at the RAF Harwell 

Memorial Stone at the Harwell Campus. The stone 

marks the departure point for Servicemen who were 

amongst the first to land on D-Day. This is organised by 

the Royal British Legion (Harwell Branch) and 

supported by the Harwell Campus management. 

The 2016 Service will take place on Saturday 4th June 

at 5.30pm. Legion Standards, Service Standards and 

Cadet Forces will be present and assembling at 5pm. 

Attendees should note there are no facilities at the 

stone.  

For those wanting to know more details of the Parade or 

Service or wishing to organise a wreath to lay during 

the Service can contact the Harwell Branch Ceremonial 

Officer on Harwell.committee1@RBL.community 

Peter Davies, Ceremonial Officer, Harwell Branch RBL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork 

*Fencing *Garden Clearance 

 

Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378 

E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk 
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Ed Vaizey Parish News March 2016 

Obviously our thoughts have been dominated by the 

tragic events at Didcot Power Station late last month.  I 

visited shortly after the accident and met the owners of 

the site, as well as the heroic emergency services.  It has 

been a truly amazing operation in extraordinary difficult 

circumstances.  My heart goes out to the families so 

cruelly affected. 

With the Easter weekend just around the corner as I 

write this, I hope you all had an enjoyable break, and 

did not eat too much chocolate! It gave me great 

pleasure earlier this month launch superfast broadband 

for residents in Pusey and Gainfield.. Overall, superfast 

broadband has now reached 31,252 premises in the 

constituency. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing 

issues that you would like help with.  Either myself or 

one of my team will get back to you as soon as possible 

and do what we can to assist. You can contact me on 

any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 020 

7219 6350 or dicksonce@parliament.uk.  Email is the 

quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep 

a very close eye on my emails and can reply very 

quickly.   I also send out occasional general interest 

emails about developments in the Wantage and Didcot 

Constituency. If you would like to be added to the 

distribution list, please complete the online form at 

http://tinyurl.com/EdVaizeyMP 

Historic Fair Mile: guided walks 

Ian Wheeler, local historian and author of Fair Mile 

Hospital: a Victorian Asylum will be offering guided 

walks around the former mental hospital at Cholsey. 

The approx. 90 minute walks and will explain the 

layout of the old hospital, the way that the 

establishment came into existence and was run for more 

than 130 years, and some of its history. 

The cost will be just £3 per person and start time from 

the Great Hall is 10.30. If you would like to take the 

tour, call 01491-652295 or email ian@cholsey.com to 

reserve a place. Special arrangements can be made for 

parties. Small children may not find the tour entirely to 

their taste. All walks (subject to demand and change or 

cancellation due to weather conditions) will be on 

Sundays at 10.30 a.m. unless otherwise arranged and 

dates currently available are May 1st, 15th, 22nd & 29th 

and June 5th, 19th and 26th. 

 

Among this year’s attractions – 

Parade with Abbey Brass Band, Floats, Bags Tree 

Buskers, Vikings, Vintage steam engines, bikes, tractors 

and cars 

Vikings living history display 

Falcons, Ferret Racing, Dog Show 

Stalls, Car boot Sale, Live music 

Punch and Judy show, Fairground 

Climbing wall, Go karts, Children's races, 

In the Village Hall – Exotic animal encounters 

Entry to Rec by programme – £2 in advance, 

from shops, £3 at gate. Children free 

On Sunday 29th May from 1pm to 5pm  

you can visit the living history camp – west of 

the embankment in the Recreation Ground – 

meet both Saxons and Vikings!  

See back page for more on this → 

To arrange a Float in the Parade contact Janice Markey 
on 01235 832802; to bring a vintage car or other 

vehicle contact Gareth on 01235 834765 / email below 

‘Friends of the Feast’ 

Harwell Feast raises money for the village and is 

organised and run completely by volunteers.  

Harwell Feast needs people to help out on the day. 

The Feast Committee is looking for helpers to offer 1 

hour.  You may choose the time you want to offer, for 

example 11am to 12 or 2pm to 3pm. This will help 

others also offering an hour’s help to be able to visit the 

shows and stalls and enjoy a fabulous event. 

Come along to the Village Club (formerly RBL) at the 

Parish Recreation Ground Westfield Road, on 

Sunday 17th April between 2pm and 4pm 

 and pledge your hour.  

There will be free coffee/tea and cakes and for those 

who like a little more the bar will be open to purchase 

drinks. Contact – info@harwellfeast.com 

Come and meet the volunteers and committee 

members.   

Harwell Feast 

Bank Holiday Mon 

30th May 

starts with the 

High Street 

Parade at 11am 
(don’t worry - there 

will be Saxons as well!) 

mailto:dicksonce@parliament.uk
http://tinyurl.com/EdVaizeyMP
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BUILDING & JOINERY 

 

∙ Extensions and building services ∙ 

∙ Windows and doors ∙ 

∙ Handmade painted kitchens ∙  

∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙ 

 

Tel/Fax: 01235 835553 
www.fox-wood.co.uk 

E-mail: info@fox-wood.co.uk 

 

 

From the Archives:  

100 years ago - 1916 Mar 30: "The Parish Annual meeting duly convened 

for 6.45pm was attended only by the Chairman of & Clerk to the Parish 

Council. The public notice convening the meeting was presented containing 

the Agenda for consideration. This was not discussed except that the 

Chairman examined the accounts of the Council for the year ending 31st Inst 

& finding them correct duly signed the same. 

The minutes of the Annual meeting held on March 29th 1915 were read and 

signed as correct.    Signed - Henry Tyrrell 

50 years ago – 1966 March 18: Parish Meeting held in the V Hall at 7.30pm 

Seven parishioners were present, Mr. McNiven took the chair. 

The Chairman gave a summary of the work of the Council during the year 

complementing the information given in the Broadsheets which had been 

distributed to all dwellings. 

The Clerk gave. a summary of the receipts and payments during the year. 

Mr. Bowes enquired about a village policeman. The Chairman said that the 

Parish Council had pressed the Chief Constable to locate a policeman in the 

village who had replied that owing to the severe shortage of policemen, 

it was impossible to agree to the request. Signed – P G McNiven 

Parish Council meeting on March 18th 1966 under Planning - 

No. 61/66 A417 opposite 'Hillcrest', the previous planning application was 

for 3 houses which had been reduced to 2. The Parish Council queried the 

desirability of more accesses onto the A417. 

No. 67/66 4 acres Barrow Lane: the Council agreed with the County's 

policy of only in-filling and rounding off but in any case it was felt that the 

road system here was totally inadequate to serve any more development. 

No. 68/66 15 acres adjoining Didcot: the Council agreed that it was wrong 

in principle to permit this development until the area had been planned. It was 

also undesirable to have an area of Didcot within the Parish. 

No. 93/66 Grove Road: the list gave no indication of the size of the plot but 

it was thought to be 17 acres. The Council agreed with the County's policy of 

infilling and rounding off, and emphasized that the Grove Road was 

incapable of taking this size of development. The lack of a development plan 

for Harwell was pointed out again. 

The Clerk said that he had received from the R.D.C. the statutory notice of 

planning application for two houses on land at the rear of the Village Hall 

land. This notice should have been served on the owners, the Village Hall 

Committee. However, the Parish Council thought it would be wrong for this 

land to be built upon because of future development of the Youth Club and 

other possible projects. 

Can You Help With the Poppy 

Appeal in Harwell and Chilton? 

We are looking for someone to 

take over from our Poppy Appeal 

Organiser who has stepped down. 

This is organising the annual 

house to house and business 

collections in October - November 

and the ongoing activities 

including supply of wreaths for the 

D Day and November 

Remembrance commemorations.  

For more information see 

www.harwellrbl.co.uk/  branch/ 

poppy_appeal.html or contact 

branch @ harwellrbl.co.uk.  

Peter Cox, Harwell RBL Branch 

Secretary 
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The Cherborne Gallery 

& Pictures Framing Service 

www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk 

Artist and Framer with 25 years 

experience offers a visiting service 

 in your home.  

Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell. 

Services include Tapestry Stretching, 

Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning 

And Renovation,  

Football Shirts & Memorabilia, 

Coins & Trophies 

Please ring mobile number, allow to ring 
twice, and I will call you back ASAP 

No order paid for unless entirely satisfied 

Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992  

 

 


