
ARTICLE FOR THE HARWELL NEWS

ROAD CLOSURES ON BLENHEIM HILL (B4073) & GROVE ROAD, HARWELL

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Most of you are now aware that Thames Water has to carry out major works in Blenheim Hill
in order to provide drainage for the new dwellings being built by Bloor Homes. Also, a new
gas main is needed to feed the 200 plus new development for the Taylor Wimpey scheme in
Grove Road.

I will first state that these road closures are through no fault of Oxfordshire County Council
whatsoever. It is the Vale of the White Horse District Council that issued the planning
permissions and it was Thames Water and the Gas Board who have statutory rights to
undertake the works that are now needed to be supplied to meet Developer’s requirements.

1. BLENHEIM HILL

This presents the most difficult situation. Not only is the work going through the
narrowest part of Blenheim Hill but the depth of the work for the new drainage
piping is approximately 5.5 metres (18.04 ft). Workmen laying this pipework and
ancillary machinery need maximum protection from any likelihood of side
subsidence that may occur. Specialist equipment is needed to be brought in to
undertake this engineering. Highway Management is the County Council’s
responsibility and our views of concern were expressed to the District Council when
consulted about the application. The rest of the management and delivery of these
works is the responsibility of Bloor Homes, Thames Water and their respective
contractors, not Oxfordshire County Council. I have repeatedly requested that the
Developer seeks an alternative solution. They have rejected these requests. To add
to this there are other factors that the Vale of White Horse District Council did not
include in subsequent negotiations regarding public rights of way which will also
have an impact. However, If Oxfordshire County Council were to prevent works we
would, in law, be guilty of being obstructive and liable for Court action.

The closure of the B4073 is currently due to start on MONDAY 25 JULY and the work
is estimated to take up to 10 weeks. The new development on the opposite side of
Blenheim Hill (where the house has been demolished) from Bloor Homes, and for
which the Vale of White Horse District Council also gave planning permission, will
also connect to this same new sewer.

I have had several meetings and conversations with all parties involved and they
have indicated that the works may be completed more quickly, but this cannot be
guaranteed. In an effort to minimise the closure time works will be undertaken on a
full seven days per week basis.

I am advised that pedestrian and cycle access will still be possible.

2. SHUTTLE BUS SERVICES



I have had further important meetings with Thames Travel regarding bus services.
The exact detail is yet to be fully clarified but Harwell Village will be serviced by a
shuttle service from the High Street (White Hart) to Didcot, via Rowstock. This will
mean that the extra buses will connect with Routes X32 and 32A at Rowstock.
Thames Travel will be running this special service via Rowstock, Milton Hill, Didcot
Link Road and Gt Western Park, re-joining the Wantage Road by the UTC College, so
access to Didcot Hospital and Woodlands Surgery is not lost. It will terminate and
return from Didcot Parkway.

3. GROVE ROAD

The Taylor Wimpey development planned for Grove Road of 200 plus homes has
also given the County Council a great deal of anxiety. We all know the limitations of
Grove Road and its limited width. Taylor Wimpey have agreed to undertake
modifications at its western junction with the A4010 together with the inclusion of a
footpath at the village end. There will also be improvements to the junction with
High Street, Grove Rd, Barrow Lane and King’s Lane.

Pedestrian safety has been uppermost in the County Council’s Officers’ discussions
with Taylor Wimpey and their Highway Consultants.

The imminent closure of Grove Road is from MONDAY 11 JULY for the laying of the
new gas main. This is estimated to take six weeks. Once Taylor Wimpey starts
building the new houses, upgrades to other services will be required (foul drainage
upgrade, footpath construction and junction modifications), and I suspect further
disruption will take place.

------------------------------

I am surprised that the Vale of White Horse District Council Planning Authority did not
accurately understand the technical issues that would result from their approval of these
planning decisions.

We are all going to be inconvenienced whilst these works are undertaken. I know many of
you will find this very annoying and frustrating. I have voiced my views to the District Council
on several occasions. However, the County Council is but a consultee in the same way as
every private resident in the village. I repeat that OCC are not the statutory Planning
Authority and do not have statutory powers to issue or refuse planning permissions for
housing developments. OCC can only object.

Emergency Services are aware of this inconvenience and are making strategic plans for their
rapid response to calls requiring the blue light services.

On the positive side Hagbourne Hill should be completed and open by the time this
announcement is published. The Chilton Interchange Northern Slips and general
modifications should be open during August.
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