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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 

To help deliver Harwell News on Great Western Park. 

We already have volunteers delivering to around 140 addresses 

within Harwell parish on Great Western Park, but there are 

more homes occupied now than we can deliver to with existing 

volunteers. 
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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Summary of minutes from HPC meeting held on 5th 

September 2017 in the Village Hall 

Mrs D Turner was voted as Chairman and Mr J Hawthorne as 
Vice-Chairman.  Since the last meeting, Mr Lilly and Mr Thomas 
both resigned from the council.  Miss Luker and Mrs Fisher were 
co-opted onto the council.  There are still 2 vacancies, please 
contact the clerk if you are interested in representing the parish. 

The Clerk was asked to report dangerous footpaths to OCC and 
to ask about access to the Milton tunnel & cycle paths.   

Our County Councillor, Mike Fox-Davies, sent information about 
the Community Fund – which is aiming to support projects which 
are rooted in their local communities and which have grown out 
of a specific local need.   Please contact Mike for further 
information. 

Mrs Convery and Mr Hawthorne are due to be attending the 
Milton Park Advisory Group and a briefing on the VOWHDC local 
plan respectively. 

Planning matters considered in September: 

• Heathcote Abingdon Road Rowstock 

• The Barn High Street Harwell 

• Local Centre Land at Great Western Park [new local 
centre] 

• Rosemead High Street Harwell   

Under Financial matters, the council checked the schedule of 
payments and approved that donations should be made to 
Home-Start, Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, and Be Free 
Young Carers. 

The following were discussed under matters relating to Parish 
owned land, or Parish matters: 

• Councillors agreed to review various policies, with 
recommendations to be brought forward to the next 
Council meeting. 

• Mrs Fisher agreed to seek advice on the new data 
processing regulations coming in in 2018. 

• A document is being prepared for terms of use of the 
Pavilion, between the Council and Scouts. 

• Harwell News was discussed at the request of the 
editor.  Councillors agreed that they would like to 
continue to see HN being published 6 times a year. 

• Mr Hawthorne is considering Office 365 setup. 

• Mrs Convery is to arrange to meet with manager of 
Orchard House about concerns with parking in the area. 

• The council did not approve a request for a metal 
detectorist detect on the Recreation Ground. 

• On recommendation of the Lands Committee, the Clerk 
was asked to contact Leisure Services for advice on the 
proposals to extend/build new tractor shed. 

Under other correspondence, the Council learnt that the bid to 
list green space in North Drive as Community Assets has been 
denied by VWHDC.   Also, the Clerk still seeking clarification on 
use of S106 funds.  

There was an extra meeting called to discuss council's response 
to the Gladman application.  18 members of the public attended 
to voice their concerns over the application.  The council agreed 
to object to the application and submitted its response before the 
deadline. 

 

Do you have any ideas for new projects in 
Harwell? 

You might want new play equipment, a kickwall, a 
basketball hoop... 

The parish council is keen to hear from you with a 
view to budgeting for the coming year. 

Please email the parish clerk by 1st November. 

clerk@harwellparish.co.uk 
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Ed Vaizey Parish News

“Regarding the A34, as 
many of you will know, I 
initially brought the issue 
to Parliament by securing 
a Westminster Hall 
debate last October. This 
resulted in a commitment 
from the Roads Minister 
to commission a safety 
review. This was followed 
in November by the 
Chancellor confirming £50 

million for the area as part of the 2015-20 Road Investment 
Strategy. 

Highways England presented a first draft of the safety review in 
April this year. While statistically this proved that the A34 was no 
more dangerous than other roads, it did acknowledge the 
particular issues on the stretch by East Ilsley. It also recognised 
the huge economic impact caused by hold ups and collisions, 
given the increasing importance of the road as a major north-
south transport link. 

Addtionally, I am pleased that last month Communities Secretary 
Sajid Javid pledged more than £9 million of Government funding 
to a major upgrade to the A34. Two new south-facing slip roads 
at the Lodge Hill Interchange will help end years of congestion 
and pave the way for up to 1,700 new homes in Abingdon. 
Oxfordshire MPs will now meet with Highways England in the 
coming weeks on completion of the safety review and I look 
forward to working with stakeholders to implement the results. 

Last month, I also began a campaign to urge the government to 
retain our membership of Euratom after we leave the European 
Union. Euratom is a sixty-year-old treaty that allows the UK to 
trade freely with its European partners in the nuclear industry. It’s 
vital for our local area, as hundreds of millions of pounds, and 
many thousands of jobs, are centred around Culham, the home 
of nuclear fusion research. 

Since the start of the campaign, this issue has grown in 
prominence. I am pleased that the case for remaining in Euratom 
is increasingly gaining support from across parties and from 
prominent voices outside of Westminster too. Retaining 
membership will best serve the national interest – as has been 
unequivocally stated by representatives of the UK nuclear 
industry – and I hope that ministers are listening to the genuine 
concerns being raised. 

In other news, I am pleased to hear that Oxfordshire County 
Council placed third in the country for tackling anti-LGBT bullying 
in schools in Stonewall’s ‘Education Equality Index 2017’. The 
council has developed nationally recognised strategies to tackle 
anti-LGBT bullying and has a huge array of online resources and 
guidance for schools and young people. Stonewall – Britain’s 
foremost lesbian, gay, bi and trans equality charity – paid tribute 
to the progress made in our local area and I am proud that our 
schools are at the forefront of addressing this issue. 

“I am delighted that Housing Minister Alok Sharma has 
announced a £6.2 million government cash award for South 
Oxfordshire District Council. This will accelerate delivery of 
Didcot’s much needed Northern Perimeter Road, a vital piece of 
local infrastructure and key to the success of Didcot Garden 
Town. The infrastructure investment promises to boost economic 
growth across the Science Vale and enterprise zone, increasing 
employment by 20,000 over the next 20 years. 

I am pleased that the ‘Better Broadband for Oxfordshire’ 
programme is on course to achieve above 95 per cent coverage 
across Oxfordshire. This place the county in the top quartile of 
counties in the UK. Since its launch, this £38 million collaboration 
between Oxfordshire County Council, Government, BT and local 
councils has provided 72,309 homes and businesses with 
access to broadband with a speed of over 24Mbps. Some 488-
new fibre broadband cabinets have been installed and a total of 
460km of fibre laid. 

In June, there was an additional £4 million boost to the 
programme. This will provide an additional 3,000 of the most 
remote households and businesses with access to super-fast 
broadband. In addition to the £4 million, a separate fund of up to 
£600,000 from programme efficiency savings has been set aside 
for co-funding projects where communities are willing to share 
the costs of the installation work. Under the scheme, the council 
will contribute up to £1,700 per premise. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) helps people across the UK to 
explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care about. In 
Wantage alone, more than £6.7 million of National Lottery money 
has been invested in over 65 local heritage projects since 1994. 
HLF is now encouraging people in Oxfordshire to apply for 
grants between £3,000 and £10,000 to undertake projects 
exploring the impact and legacy of the First World War beyond 
1918. I strongly encourage local people to make use of the 
money available from HLF to explore its legacy further. More info 
can be found at: www.hlf.org.uk/firstworldwar 

As you may have read in local newspapers, £100,000 has been 
made available through the Oxfordshire LEADER programme. 
Farmers, foresters, businesses and community groups, in rural 
parts of the county, can apply for projects up to £100,000 that 
support their local community. In exceptional circumstances, 
they may qualify for even more financial support. Applications 
are open until March 2019. For more information on the 
programme please email Sophie Milton 
(oxfordshire.leader@southandvale.gov.uk) or phone 01235 
422245. 

In the constituency recently, I have met with GARD a local 
pressure group campaigning against the proposed reservoir at 
Steventon.  I have also met with SUDEP, a local charity of which 
I am President, which campaigns to prevent sudden deaths in 
epilepsy.  I have also met local GPs at their surgeries, including 
Wantage, Shrivenham and Faringdon, to discuss their concerns. 

Ed Vaizey 
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HARWELL SCOUT GROUP

The hectic Summer 
months have seen our 
Scouts camping in the 
Nottingham and the 
Explorers spent two 
weeks touring 
Switzerland, Italy, 
Austria and Croatia.  

Now we enter a new (school) year and the evenings draw in our 
Beaver, Cub, Scout and Explorer sections are starting their new 
term of activities. The darker evenings provide opportunities for 
events such as night hikes, navigation in the dark, wide games & 
astronomy to name a few.  

The autumn also brings important events to our annual calendar 
and we invite all Readers to join us for our Fireworks 
extravaganza which will again be held at Harwell Primary School 
on Friday night November 3rd.  

November 12th is another significant autumn commitment when 
the Group will be attending the village Remembrance parade at 
the War memorial.  

The Group now comprises over 183 youth members from the 
local area with 27 volunteer Leaders. Meetings are normally held 
in St Matthew’s Church Hall. 

 

Section Age Times 

Beavers 6-8 17.15-18.15 or 18.30-19.30 
Tuesday 

Cub Scouts 8-10½ 18.00-19.30 Monday or  

18.30-20.00 Wednesday 

Scouts 10½-
14½ 

19.45-21.15 on Tuesday or 
Wednesday   

Explorers 14½-18 20.15-21.45 Monday 

 

All enquiries for membership should first be directed to 
gsl@harwellscouts.org.uk. You can also find a link on our 
website http://harwellscouts.org.uk/contactus/.  Parents of young 
children wishing to send them to Beavers at six should consider 
placing their names on our waiting list early to ensure a space is 
available. 

If you feel able to help in the ongoing success and growth of the 
group, we of course love to hear from you. We are particularly 
interested in potential skills instructors in disciplines such as 
Kayaking, Archery or Rock Climbing, even if you only dabble in 
such activities but would be interested in achieving an accredited 
instructor status we would be delighted to help you on your way! 

GSL 

  

 

Date for your diaries: 

Harwell Scout Group Annual Firework Event 

Friday 3rd November 2017 
at Harwell School 

Gates open 7:00pm, Fireworks at 7:30pm 

Entry by donation. 

BBQ and licensed bar available. 

ALL WELCOME! 

For safety reasons, please do not bring Sparklers 
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News from Harwell Primary School

A new school year has started with 
us welcoming 29 children into our 
Foundation Class and 5 other new 
children throughout the school. We 
have also welcomed a new teacher 
into Year 5. It has been a lovely 
start to the term and the children are 
being fantastic, as always. Coming 
back to school after a six-week 
break can be daunting for many and 

it has been great to see how well the children have settled into 
their new classroom environments.  

Before we closed for the summer holidays, our new playground 
was officially opened by our County Councillor Mike Fox-Davies. 

There are 2 sets of equipment (Years 1 to 3 and Years 4 to 6) 
and the children thoroughly enjoy using it to challenge their 
strength and agility.  

We were delighted to host the annual Village Produce Show. 
There were some fantastic displays of flowers, art and produce 
in the school hall from village residents and the school corridors 
were full of imaginative art work and baking from the school’s 
pupils. 

Do you have a child (or a grandchild) due to start school in 
September 2018?  If you do, please come and look round the 
school on Thursday November 16th when we will be holding 
both an Open Morning and an Open Evening.  Come and look at 
our fantastic school facilities, see examples of work throughout 
the school and have a tour led by some of our older pupils. I look 
forward to meeting prospective new parents on that day. 

Warm regards 

Bryn Gibson 
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Little Pippins Pre-school  

AGM 

8pm, Monday 13th November at 
Little Pippins 

Including speaker: “An Introduction 
to Makaton” – a language using 
signs and symbols to help people 
communicate. 

Refreshments. 

Little Pippins Pre-school is a charity run by a team of parents 
and local volunteers.  We have fantastic premises in an orchard 
the middle of the village. Over the summer break, the interior has 
been painted, we have a super new cloakroom for the children, 
and many new resources in the garden.  We would like to say a 
big thank you to everyone who has helped raise funds or given 
their time to achieve this. The building and garden do take a lot 
of looking after to keep it such a special place for the children.  If 
you have the occasional hour or so to help us with the gardening 
or general maintenance and repairs please do contact us, we 
would really appreciate your help. 

We take children from the age of 2.5 years and are very proud to 
have been rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted in January 2015.” 
Children enjoy a rich and varied learning environment that 
challenges them to become independent learners.”   

 

  

Our purpose-built building offers large open play room, a cosy 
quiet room for small group time a large garden with veranda for 
play outdoors in all weathers.  Our Forest School is now well 
established in a mature part of the orchard.  

We have a Breakfast Club from 8am for Pre-school and Harwell 
School children, aged 3-11 years, with a choice of breakfasts 
and a walking bus to the school.  We offer 15 hours funding for 
eligible 3 and 4-year olds and we also accept 2.5-year olds 
eligible for free early education funding. 

For more information, a prospectus and a registration form for 
Pre-school or Breakfast Club or to have a look round, please 
contact us: 

Tel:   01235 821741 

Email:    littlepippins@btinternet.com 

Website:   www.littlepippins.org.uk  

Find us on Facebook 

Freeman Orchard, Gaveston Road, Harwell, Didcot, OX11 0HP 

Registered Charity No.1105994 
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CAP Money Course 

What’s CAP Money? CAP stands for 
Christians Against Poverty and trained 
by CAP volunteers, working out of 
Harwell and Chilton Churches, run free, 

fun and friendly money management courses that anyone can 
attend. That’s about all there is to it! But we’ve been doing group 
or one-to-one sessions for households or school-ages for a 
couple of years now; in September supported 5 young people 
going off to University with their budgeting on our first CAP 
Student course. 
 

Whatever your age, whatever your circumstances, if you find 
you’ve got too much month left at the end of your money, contact 
us via office@harwellandchiltonchurches.org.uk and we’ll 
arrange something to suit. 
 
Liz Roberts | Communications Officer | T: 01235 515 900/0800 
014 15 45 | M: 07745 80 20 30 (press) 

Soha Housing | Royal Scot House | 99 Station Road | Didcot 
OX11 7NN www.soha.co.uk 

Youth Theatre Update 

Everyone is 
excited to be 
back at Gobo 
after the 
summer 
break. It’s 
been lovely to 
have so many 
new people 
and to 
welcome back 

everyone from last year too. We performed “Robyn Hood: 
Outlaw Princess” in the Unicorn Theatre in July so now the 
challenge comes as the tutors watch and build everyone’s skills 
ready to choose the next production. Next year hopefully we will 
be performing it in the village hall itself – though we must raise 
the funds to buy some lights first! It’s great to be rehearsing in 
such a fab space.  

The new group for younger ones has started well; it’s great to 
see students from the school in a different context. There are still 
spaces if you’re keen to build a child’s confidence, listening and 
teamwork skills and develop what they’re already doing at 
school. It’s 10-11:15am in the village hall for Yr1s and Yr2s (or 
from age 5) just email if you’d like to have a trial session – 
info@gobotheatre.co.uk. Equally if you’ve got an older one who’d 
like to try out, that’s the same start time 10am but until 12:30, 
and we have 2 groups, ages 7-11 and 21-21. It’s £204 for the 
older groups and £90 for the younger one, though we do have 
subsidies available to apply for if you have low income.  

If you’re auditioning for the village pantomime too then it’d be 
great to do both to build your skills!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Charities Christmas Card Sale starts on Monday 6h November  and 

runs until Saturday 18th   November (excluding Sunday), in the Squires Room, 

Vale and Downland Museum Wantage 10am-4.00pm  daily. 
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News from the W.I. 

September came in with a decidedly 
Autumnal feel and the wind and rain 
have continued.  However, it is nothing 
like Florida so we have much to be 
thankful for! 

As always there was NO MEETING in 
AUGUST, but there was a Goring Walk and Treasure Hunt 
followed by tea, cake/ice cream and Joyce’s grandchildren also 
joined the group.  

Our meeting on 13 September was entitled ‘Circle Dance’ with 
Lilly Sell-Dunkley – so what is circle dancing!  Difficult to explain, 
it is done in a circle to music, is rhythmic and repetitive and a cross 
between Line Dancing and Barn Dancing although not 
progressive.  Great fun, we all took park, lost the plot, picked it up 
again and had a good laugh. 

11 October is ‘Paper Cutting’ with Christine Green, a background 
and how to do it, ‘hands on’! On 17 October Harwell WI are 
hosting the WI Group Meeting in the Orchard Village Hall with 
speaker Nick R Thomas who is a BBC Comedy Writer.  Plans for 
‘the Big T’ Afternoon Tea party are now set for Sunday 29 
October in The Cherry Hall, 3-5pm, £3.00 per person, everyone 
welcome. 

On 08 November Valerie Calderbank will be talking about ‘Myths 
& Legends of the Stars in the Sky’. 

Our Christmas meeting on 13 December has an entertainer this 

year – Adrian Broadway, and of course some fabulous food. 

Come and join us in the fabulous new Harwell Cherry Village Hall. 
There are also theatre trips, boat trips and walks, as and when 
available, which are notified at our regular monthly meetings.  
There are also many other outings organised by Oxfordshire 
Federation of WIs and these are advertised in our monthly 
newsletter, News & Views. Most outings can be attended by both 
Members and friends and booked via our Club Treasurer. 

Not only WI Members, but everyone is welcome to meet at The 
Hart of Harwell at 10.30am every Wednesday morning for coffee 
and pastries. The numbers are increasing weekly. Call in and say 
‘Hello’. The ‘Knitters & Natters’, are meeting every Monday at 
7.30pm in The Hart. Penny tells me “it started on 22 Sept 2014 as 
The Big Knit which was knitting hats for Innocent bottles to raise 
25p per bottle sold for Age UK. Since then we have knitted 
Twiddlemuffs for people in hospitals and care homes, sweaters 
for orphans in Tumaini in Northern Tanzania, mittens and sparkly 
hedgehogs to sell for charity at the Didcot Christmas Market - not 
to mention knitted Christmas decorations for the WI tree at the 
Christmas Tree Festival at Harwell School. Come and join us in 
the Hart of Harwell on Monday evenings at 7:30pm, we put the 
world to rights too”. 
 
Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the second 
Wednesday of the month [excluding August] at 7.30pm now in the 
‘Cherry’ Village Hall. For more information about joining us or 
about any of the above activities, contact our Secretary, Penny 
Marsh, on 01235 835430 or email: wi@harwellwi.org.                                                      
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Harwell Gardeners' Club 

The next meeting is on Monday 2nd October and Andrew 

Mikolajski will talk about Roses. The competition is Sweet Peas.  

For the November meeting, on 6th, we have a member’s night 

with talks from various club members. The competition will be 

Nuts and Berries. 

The Club AGM is on Monday 4th December and is followed by 

the Christmas party. 

Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Poppies Tea Room, the Harwellian 

(RBL), Westfield.  Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing 

to join the Harwell Gardeners' Club. 

Contact Dave Drummond, Tel 821615 or Dave.Drummond @ 

Hotmail.co.uk 

Harwell Produce Show, Saturday 9th September 

The show this year continued to be a great success and a big 

thank you to all who entered or visited us in the afternoon.  

Children's Results 2017 

House from Junk modelling 
materials 

Sophie Crofts A Photo of Your Friend Carys Sharp 

Rainbow Fish Florence Wood Chocolate Brownies Josie Pickles 

Decorated Cupcakes Florence Wood Art up to 8 years - A Garden 
That You Like 

Joseph Cockburn 

Paper Weaving Joseph Cockburn Art up to 8 years - On Safari Isaac Pickles 

A Pot of Marigolds Jamie Cockburn Art 9-14 years - A Collection 
of Veg 

Oliver Pickles 

An Animal Made from Fruit & 
Veg 

Joseph Cockburn Art 9-14 years - A Garden 
That You Like 

Abigail Pickles 

Flowers in An Unusual 
Container 

Oliver Pickles Art 9-14 years - On Safari Jamie Cockburn 

Pressed Flower Design Abigail Pickles   

 

Results 2017  

Trophy Classification 1 st 2 nd 3 rd 

The David Dewey Memorial 
Shield 

Member of Gardeners Club with 
most points in all Classes 

Susan Quinton Mike Kerswell Martin Ricketts 

Harwell Produce Show 
Shield 

Entrant with most points in all 
Classes 

Susan Quinton Mike Kerswell Martin Ricketts 

The Harwell Rose Bowl Entrant with most points in 
Horticultural Classes 

Mike Kerswell Susan Quinton Alwyn Evans 

The Chairman's Trophy (in 
memory of Mr K Plum) 

Entrant with most points in 
Flower Classes 

Alwyn Evans Sara Lee Susan Quinton 

The Rowstock Orchard 
Trophy (Donated by Messrs 
Caudwell & Woodall) 

Entrant with most points in Fruit 
Classes 

Martin Ricketts Ted Ireson Sue Greatbanks 

Floral Art Entrant with most points in Floral 
classes 

Debbie Davies Sara Lee Susan Quinton 

The Novices Trophy 
(Donated by Mr & Mrs A F 
Thompson) 

Novice with most points in all 
classes 

Norman  

Ponting 

Peggy Brooker Sebastian Small 

The Vegetable Trophy 
(Donated by Rhoda & John 
Putman) 

Entrant with most points in 
Vegetable Classes 

Mike Kerswell Susan Quinton Martin Ricketts 
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The Domestic Cup (Donated 
by Michael & Pauline Lay) 

Entrant with most points in 
Domestic Classes 

Susan Quinton Martin Ricketts  Hannah  

Pickles 

Young Persons Challenge 
Cup (Donated by Shiela 
Davidson) 

Young person aged under 15 
with most points in all Classes. 

Abigail Pickles 

and Joseph 
Cockburn 

 Jamie  

Cockburn 

The Handicraft Trophy Entrant with most points in 
Handicraft Classes 

Lyn Nickerson Priscilla 

Sadler 

Seb Small 

Peggy Brooker 

Della Fredericks 

The Laurie Chumbley 
Photographic Trophy 

Entrant with most points in 
Photographic Classes 

Sara Lee Susan Quinton Owen Pickles 

The Art Trophy (Donated by 
the Lee Family) 

 Helen Paynter Gordon Cully 

Jamie Cockburn 

Joseph Cockburn 

Isaac Pickles 

Abigail Pickles 

Oliver Pickles 

 

The Mary Turner Salver The WI member with most 
points in all Classes 

Sara Lee Sue 

 Greatbanks 

Priscilla Sadler 

Highest number of entries 
trophy (donated by Mr & Mrs 
Ponting) 

Entrant making the highest 
number of entries in the show. 

Sue Quinton Mike Kerswell Sara Lee 

National Viola and Pansy 
Society medal & card 

For the entrant with the most 
points and best single exhibit in 
the Pansy classes. 

Alwyn Evans David Drummond  

 

Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service 
 
The Remembrance Sunday parade and service this year will be 
on Sunday 12th November. The Parade will form up at 
Townsend at 10.30am and set off for the War Memorial for the 
service there at 10.45am. After the service, the Parade will 
continue to the Church.  
Following the Church service, the RBL will march to a short 
ceremony at the War Graves.  
 

Any Village Organisation wishing to take part or to lay a wreath 
should contact Peter Davies via 
Harwell.committee1@rbl.community 
 
Armistice Day 
A short ceremony will be held on Saturday 11th November at 
11:00am at the War Memorial 

 
 

Poppy Appeal 28th October – 12th November 
 
If you would be willing to call house to house during the 
end of October and early November to collect for the 2017 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, please 
contact Peter Cox branch@harwellrbl.co.uk  

 
Many thanks, 
Peter Cox 
Poppy Appeal Organiser Harwell Village and Campus 
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Harwell Parish History Group 

Exciting times for this small group as we start to 
spread our wings and commence monthly meetings 
starting on 18th October 2017 at 7.30 in Harwell 

Village Hall. Look out for more advertising to come. 

Each meeting will have an invited speaker who will give 
interesting talks on various topics of history some related to 
Harwell and some not. The talks will include visual aids. 

Our first talk “Episodes from the History of Wine” aimed at 
wetting the appetites of most will be given by Professor 
Kathleen Burk, Historian, Wine Writer and Radio Panellist and 
will include some sample tasting. 

Speakers have now been identified and booked for each meeting 
until end of 2018 and cover a wide range of topics suitable for 
young and old. 

We hope that our exhibitions and the changing display in the 
Village Hall Foyer will encourage you to come along and join us 
as researchers of the village history or just because you enjoy 
history of any nature. 

Looking even further into the future we are working on 
exhibitions about RAF Harwell, Education in Harwell, Groups 
and Organisations and importantly continuing to add to our 
displays about village people that we know went down well at the 
last exhibition. More than two hands were needed to count the 
amount of times these words were heard “well I never knew 
that”. We know that there are many more people we can or could 
write about and would welcome suggestions and information 
from you, our followers, and any information, memories or 
photographs that you have on the person being recommended. 
We are also always open for suggestions for topics we could 
research so don’t be shy contact us soon. 

Soon we will be compiling our own web pages and Facebook 
page so keep an eye out for notifications on both. 

We would like to thank you for all the support you have given us 
thus far and hope that we can continue to count on your support 
for many years to come. We look forward to seeing you on 18th 
October and at future meetings. 

If you would like to get in touch please doKath.luker@tesco.net 
Tel 01235861057 

THE FRANCES GEERING ALMSHOUSES, HARWELL. 

The Almshouses have been an 
important feature of our High 
Street and a fascinating part of our 
village history since the late 
1730s. They were originally built 
due to a remarkable benefactress 
called Frances Jennings who 

decided to fight for her rights in a man’s world.  She had been 
born to a wealthy Harwell family and when she married at the 
age of 61, she realised that all her assets would become the 
legal property of her new husband William Geering.  Frances 
therefore took steps to protect her considerable personal estate. 
A prenuptial agreement was very unusual in those days but she 
had an indenture drawn up in 1715 which stated that her assets 
should be kept “in trust for me and to my sole and separate use 
and …the said William Geering….should not 
intermeddle…therewith.”  Thus on her death in 1731 she was 
able, by her will made in 1723,  to bequeath £1200 (over a 
million pounds today) to be used for building Almshouses in 
Harwell village.  

The houses were built originally for 6 widows to live in and 4 
trustees were appointed to administer the charity. There was a 
real need for this type of accommodation as houses were often 
tied to a job and a family would often be made homeless.  
Records show that life in the Almshouses was not very 
comfortable with open smoking fires in each room, no indoor 
water supply and a toilet block at the bottom of the garden.  By 
the nineteenth century, discipline was also harsh with instant 
removal from the Almshouses being the punishment for any 
drunkenness or disobedience- a list of rules was displayed in 
each almshouse room.  Life in the Almshouses continued to be 
very basic until the 1960s when major refurbishment improved 

the accommodation and gave residents more space by reducing 
the number from 6 to 4. Then again in the 1990s the interior was 
redesigned to make comfortable accommodation suitable for just 
2 residents, whilst retaining a beautiful 18th century exterior. 

Since the Almshouses were built, Trustees have always worked 
hard to ensure that Frances Geering’s charity continued to 
support the needs of the village community and in 1893 
combined with several other smaller village charities, afterwards 
known as the Harwell Parochial Charities. In earlier days, the 
duties of a Trustee involved looking after the fabric of the 
building, appointing new residents, looking after their welfare and 
administering charity to villagers in need. At certain times, when 
there was serious poverty, the Trustees organised a stock of 
blankets for families to use, purchased and distributed coats to 
the poor and even administered the Cow Charity, which meant 
finding each year a deserving family to whom a cow was given. 

 In the 21st century 8 Trustees and a Clerk continue to have a 
role, but the duties have evolved and now include responsibility 
for maintaining a Grade 2 listed building, appointing residents 
and caring for their wellbeing, and working with the Charity 
Commission to ensure that the charity complies with required 
standards in managing a budget, risk assessment, and keeping 
the charity viable . Trustees are appointed for a 4-year period, 
and can with the approval of the other trustees, opt to carry on 
for further 4-year periods.  We are an enthusiastic group and 
may have a vacancy for a new Trustee soon.  If you would like 
the opportunity to support a part of the village heritage and have 
skills which you could offer as a Trustee, then please contact the 
Clerk, Clare Wagner, who will give you more details.  Email:  
clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk or telephone 01235 835425. 
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ZUMBA Toning (Toning Sticks Provided) 

Every Tuesday 7.30pm at Harwell Village Hall, £5 per class 

 

 

Jayne Whittern 07901860899 (www.jaynewhittern.zumba.com) 

 

STRONG by ZUMBA (This is not a dance class) 

Every Thursday 7.30pm at Harwell Village Hall, £5 per class 

                                                                                                  

SWEAT 
To the beat 

SQUAT 
To the Rhythm 

New generation 
of Interval 

Training in Sync to 
Music. 

 
Using your own 
Body weight to 
gain definition 

and Tone 

Sculpt, Tone & 
Shake the Weight 

Off 
Toning Arms, Core 

& Lower Body A super easy to 
follow class, ideal 
for beginners to 
ZUMBA 
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Other than where stated and in reports of parish 
council matters any opinions expressed are not those 
of the parish council 
 
Items for the October issue should be sent by Nov 15th 
to news@harwellparish.co.uk 
 
Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High 
Street, Tel: 01235 835430 
“If you know someone who has not received their 
copy then email newsrounds@harwellparish.co.uk” 
 
Advertising queries to the clerk 
 
Parish Contact Information 
 
All contact information can also be found on the 
parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk 
 
Phone: 01235 820006 
 
Post to: Clerk, Harwell Parish Council, Enborn, Shop 
Lane, Leckhampstead, RG20 8QQ 
 
Core office hours, in the pavilion, are 9am to 4pm 
Monday 
 
District Councillors  
 
Janet.Shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
 
Reg.Waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
 
Campus Ward: Mike.Murray@causewayland.com 
 
County Councillor:  
 
Mike.Fox-Davies@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
073939 79510 
 
MP Ed Vaizey 
 
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA. 
 
020 7219 6350 

 
        dicksonce@parliament.uk 

 
Harwell News edited by Tracey Pearson 


