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Photos from Harwell Open Gardens, by Charlotte Orr
Ten lovely Harwell gardens were opened to the public on Sunday 26th June 2016. What we saw was a
well-kept array of lawns, water features, flowers, decking, vegetable patches, landscaping and other
decorative features. A big well done to everyone involved and thank you to those who visited!

Harwell News 199

Page 2

Summary of Parish Council Meetings:

The June Meeting reviewed and approved the
Parish Council (PC) response to the casual
vacancy. VWHDC has confirmed no election is
required and that the PC may co-opt a new
councillor. The PC agreed to follow previous
procedure and will vote on candidates until one
candidate has a majority.
The clerk had circulated information on Parish
Path Wardens; there is currently no Parish Path
Warden in the parish. Oxfordshire Ramblers has
requested that a new Parish Path Warden be
found. This need not be a councillor; details can
be obtained from the clerk or from the PPW
Network Co-ordinator. www.ramblers.org.uk.
Councillors attended a number of meetings in
May. Stakeholder meeting at Harwell Campus,
meeting with Head of VWHDC Planning and an
informal meeting with the Chairman of Great
Western Park Residents’ Association.
A wreath was laid on behalf of the PC after the
D-Day Memorial service at Harwell Campus.
Status of local developments & plans
The interim report from the Inspector who
examined the VWHDC Local Plan has been
published and circulated. The removal of the
planned 1400 houses for the North Wessex
Downs AONB was welcomed and it was noted
that VWHDC had accepted the Inspector’s
recommendation.
The
inspector
also
recommended that the proposed Ring Fence
area be aligned to the boundary of Science Vale,
but it was noted that the VWHDC bulletin about
plans for Part II of the Local Plan appear to have
downplayed the significance of the Science
Vale, promoting instead the Didcot Garden
Town.
Grove Road north. 214 houses. (last amended
11 Jan 2016) The PC was pleased to see an
attempt had been made to improve the
gateway and the crossing between the
proposed site entrance Talbot close, noting that
traffic priority will change.
Extension of existing care home
The PC objected to this application on the
grounds that It will have a detrimental effect on
the already limited parking on the High Street
and surrounding streets.
The internal audit was completed and in
discussing findings with the Clerk, the auditor
confirmed there were no issues with the
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accounts for the year 2015-16. However,
concern was expressed that Section 106 funds
were not held in a separate bank account. The
auditor was satisfied that the Council had
assessed the risk factors but suggested it still
made administrative sense to keep S106 funds
separate from the current account.
Clerk will investigate possible additional bank
accounts.
Sections 1 & 2 of the Annual Return were
APPROVED by 6 votes in favour with 1
abstention, on the understanding that all
papers required by the auditor and forming part
of the accounts should be submitted with the
Return, as usual. The PC approved the schedule
of payments, noting that monthly bank
reconciliation has been completed by a
councillor. The PC approved Mr Hawthorne as
new bank signatory according to the mandatory
instructions set by the bank.

Review & approve policies not reviewed at
May meeting. The following policies had been
reviewed and were APPROVED: Recreation
Ground Facilities Committee Terms of
Reference, Donations Policy, Risk Assessment
document (to be renamed as Risk Register),
Web objectives (to be incorporated into any
future Communications Policy)
The following policies were DEFERRED for
future review and approval: Emergency Plan,
Complaints, Expenses, H.N. Editor.
Harwell News Editor: 5 volunteers for the post
of Editor have come forward. Mr Buxton and
Mrs Convery were appointed to review the
volunteers and nominate a new editor. Mr
Buxton volunteered to summarise the PC
minutes for the Harwell News.
Pending the appointment of the new Harwell
News Editor Mr. Buxton agreed to edit the
August edition.
Lands Committee recommendations: The PC
approved Fees for: Harwell News advertising,
HHYFC tournament and pitches to remain the
same and the putting in place of a three-year
management plan for trees in the cemetery.
The PC continues to carry out weekly and
monthly checks on all play equipment, and
maintenance is done as necessary.
OCC has advised that the mobile library service
is to close in September and Objections to the
recent OCC Consultation on Great Western Park
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(Didcot) - Proposed 20mph Speed Limit Zone &
Parking Restrictions will be considered by OCC
Councillor Nimmo-Smith in July.
Complaints about contractors at the Blenheim
Hill development have been passed to the
appropriate VWHDC officers for action.
The Vale now has a new main phone number
01235 422422.
The July Meeting outstanding policies were
reviewed and the Emergency Plan, Complaints
and Expenses were all approved.
Planning matters: The PC noted status of the
Harwell Link road, delayed through difficulties
in negotiating with numerous land owners. The
SODC Local Plan 2023 Consultation and the
VWHDC Local Plan 2031 Update & Call for Sites
were noted along with the approval of the
Grove North planning application. The PC
resolved to review any applications where the
closing date for consultation is before the next
meeting of the planning committee. The site
manager of Blenheim Hill was approached,
about the possibility of a viewing area. Bloor
Homes is hoping to provide viewing
screens once the first houses are built.
Financial matters: The Fennel Blake June
invoice was approved for payment and the final
year-end financial report for 2015-16, and
quarterly financial report to 30.6.16 were
accepted. After consultation on regulations on
investment practices the PC reviewed a list of
suitable bank accounts available for holding
funds but were concerned with the limited
access. Two accounts were identified as suitable
for the Clerk to consider further. A report on
broadband providers was deferred pending the
PC’s move to new premises. The PC continues
to support the Village Hall Refurbishment
Project. The PC approved payment of the
Clerk’s membership fee to Society of Local
Council Clerks. The schedule of payments was
approved.
Council-Owned Lands & parish maintenance:
The PC approved that an HR committee should
be formed that will provide full support and
guidance for all PC employees. Terms of
reference and other details will be drawn up
and presented for approval at the next PC
meeting.
The PC approved allotment rent to remain at
13p per square metre for the 12 months from
September 2017.
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The PC approved that following recent damage
to a car, the car driver’s excess be reimbursed,
to a total of £90 as full and final settlement of
the cost of the damage to the car.
The Rights of Way Walk will be held on 11th
September 2016, meeting in village hall car park
2:30pm.
Full minutes of PC meetings are available on the
web, in draft form until approved at the
following meeting.. The next meetings will be
on Tuesdays 13th September and 11th October.
Items for the agenda need to be with the Clerk,
Mrs S. Taylor one week before the meeting.
Please note that the dog bin in Green Road
which was recently removed will be replaced
when building work has finished at Blenheim
Hill. The bin was removed to prevent it being
damaged during the building works.

ROAD CLOSURES ON BLENHEIM HILL (B4073)
& GROVE ROAD, HARWELL
Report from Cllr Stewart Lilly County
Councilor. Most of you are now aware that
Thames Water has to carry out major works in
Blenheim Hill in order to provide drainage for
the new dwellings being built by Bloor Homes.
Also, a new gas main is needed to feed the 200
plus new development for the Taylor Wimpey
scheme in Grove Road.
BLENHEIM HILL
This presents the most difficult situation. Not
only is the work going through the narrowest
part of Blenheim Hill but the depth of the work
for the new drainage piping is approximately
5.5 metres (18.04 ft). Workmen laying this
pipework and ancillary machinery need
maximum protection from any likelihood of side
subsidence that may occur.
Specialist
equipment is needed to be brought in to
undertake this engineering.
The closure of the B4073 is currently due to
start on MONDAY 25 JULY and the work is
estimated to take up to 10 weeks. The new
development on the opposite side of Blenheim
Hill (where the house has been demolished)
from Bloor Homes will also connect to this same
new sewer.
I have had several meetings and conversations
with all parties involved and they have indicated
that the works may be completed more quickly,
but this cannot be guaranteed. In an effort to
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minimise the closure time works will be
undertaken on a full seven days per week basis.
I am advised that pedestrian and cycle access
will still be possible.
SHUTTLE BUS SERVICES Route 32S
I have had further important meetings with
Thames Travel regarding bus services. The
exact detail is yet to be fully clarified but
Harwell Village will be serviced by a shuttle
service from the High Street (White Hart) to
Didcot, via Rowstock. This will mean that the
extra buses will connect with Routes X32 and
32A at Rowstock. These two routes will go
directly to Didcot via the A 4130. Thames Travel
will be running this 32S special service via
Rowstock, Milton Hill, Didcot Link Road and Gt
Western Park, re-joining the Wantage Road by
the UTC College, so access to Didcot Hospital
and Woodlands Surgery is not lost. It will
terminate and return from Didcot Parkway. Still,
hopefully, there will be a 15 minute frequency.
Once works at Blenheim Hill are completed the
32S will cease, and X32 & 32A will resume their
intended route through Harwell. On Sundays
the X32 will also serve Harwell by turning round
at the White Hart and going on.
A full timetable, including Saturdays and Public
holidays, can be found at
http://www.thamestravel.co.uk/timetables-fares/oxfordshireand-reading/x32-32a#timetable
GROVE ROAD
Taylor Wimpey have agreed to undertake
modifications at its western junction with the
A4010 together with the inclusion of a footpath
at the village end.
There will also be
improvements to the junction with High Street,
Grove Rd, Barrow Lane and King’s Lane.
Pedestrian safety has been uppermost in the
County Council’s Officers’ discussions with
Taylor Wimpey and their Highway Consultants.
The closure of Grove Road is from MONDAY 11
JULY for the laying of the new gas main. This is
estimated to take six weeks. Once Taylor
Wimpey starts building the new houses,
upgrades to other services will be required (foul
drainage upgrade, footpath construction and
junction modifications), and I suspect further
disruption will take place.
We are all going to be inconvenienced whilst
these works are undertaken. The County
Council is but a consultee in the same way as
every private resident in the village.
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Emergency Services are aware of this
inconvenience and are making strategic plans
for their rapid response to calls requiring the
blue light services.
Hagbourne Hill should be completed and open
by the time this announcement is published.
The Chilton Interchange Northern Slips and
general modifications should be open during
August.
The replaced Harwell milestone

Photograph courtesy of Martin Ricketts.
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Harwell Gardeners’ Club
The next visit of the summer will be on 1st
August when we will have a garden visit & floral
demonstration at Appleton Dene, Yarnells Hill,
Botley. For further information contact Ruth
Alexander on 835359.
Meetings resume on Monday 8th September,
when we will have talk by Gwen Barton on
"Travels in Delhi & Rajasthan". Competition is
"Something Exotic".
Produce Show 10th September
The schedule is now available at Bob’s or you
can get an electronic copy by emailing David
Drummond, dave.drummond@hotmail.co.uk –
entries should be made by Tuesday 6th
September. Enquiries to Adele Harris on 01235
811790 or email aharris21@sky.com.
There are lots of classes even if your veg. and
flowers are suffering due to the weather! Get a
schedule and try the Craft, Domestic,
Photographic, Floral Art or Painting classes. The
photography classes should test your
imagination, including Festival Time, Scrummy
Food, Anything Fair, On the Ball & Out and
About. There are Children’s classes for ages 4
to 14. And even if you haven’t entered, come
along at 3pm and see the show – teas available.
Harwell Feast Chairman’s Comment:
Thank you to the many volunteers who put
their time and energy into making this year’s
Feast a resounding success. The weather was
kind to us and apart from being a tad chilly all
events, activities, competitions and exhibitions
went ahead without a hitch. The Leader of the
Vale and the Mayor of Abingdon jointly opened
proceedings after watching a wonderful parade
through the village. The parade of nine floats,
organized by local groups, was headed up by a
large steam engine and followed by many
classic cars and vintage bicycles. The Vikings
brought up the rear with a show of ferocity to
match their reputation. The parade culminated
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in the main arena on the recreation ground
where judging of the Floats, Fancy Dress and
other competitions, took place.
The Field was festooned with three large
marquees and nearly a hundred stalls offering a
range of diverse merchandise as well as good
food, from cream teas to pig roast and more. A
children’s fairground consisting of bouncy
castles, go karts, climbing wall, ferret racing and
the very popular Punch and Judy show made for
good entertainment. While in the main arena
there were children’s races as well as Falcon
flying displays and Viking battle shows that
were well attended as was the Impeyan exotic
animals display in the village hall.
The Feast Committee would like to offer a big
thank you to the local farmers who support the
Feast with their tractors, trailers and drivers.
Particular thanks must go to David Mobbs
whose organization of the Floats, his help with
the bunting and the wonderful tractor rides he
gave enabling people to view the village from
Chiltern was exemplary.
There are many others who helped make this
year’s Feast financially successful through their
sponsorship, advertising or keeping their costs
down. Please use the advertisements in the
programme and inform advertisers that you
used it. This year will be our best with a record
sum of money to support the causes in the
village.
Harwell Feast Committee:
Gareth Buxton (Chairman), Monika Buxton (VC),
Patricia Cook, Eamonn Gaspar (Tr), Vanda
Hayden, Sarah Hopgood, Susan Lambert (Sec),
Sharon Palmer, Martin Ricketts, Philip Roberts,
Peter Shields, Reg Waite.
Harwell Feast Invite:
The Feast committee invites applications for
funds from Harwell Village organisations, clubs,
societies and other bodies whose activities, in
the opinion of the Committee, substantially
benefit the residents of Harwell Village. Please
write a brief note explaining your request with
detailed costings to enable the committee to
make an informed decision.
Applications must be lodged with the chairman
either by email (info@harwellfeast.com) or post
(The Cottage, Townsend, Harwell Village, Oxon,
OX11 0DX) by 31st August 2016.
The committee will meet on the 14th
September and decisions communicated
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thereafter. The Harwell Feast Committee’s
decision will be final.
Found: An Apple iphone was found to be
blocking the toilets at the Feast this year. Please
call Gareth on 01235 834 765 if you would like it
returned.

the Feast stall, baked cakes, goodies and
everything else! We really appreciate your help,
as do all the little ones at Pippins.

Neighbourhood Policing
Neighbour Disputes – What to do
1) Talk to your neighbour:
2) Contact your neighbour’s Landlord:
3) Use a Mediation Service:
4) Noise and environmental health complaints
should be made to the council:
5) High hedges, trees and boundaries:
You must try to settle a dispute about a high
hedge informally (as above) before the council
can intervene.
6) Parking:
7) Call the Police:
All the above should be utilised before involving
the police. If however, a criminal offence has
occurred the police will investigate. In most
cases mediation is the best way forward.
For more details visit the Parish website
http://www.harwellparish.co.uk/neighbourhoo
d-policing/
Little Pippins Pre-school
We would like to say a huge thank you to
everyone involved in our fundraising efforts
over the last couple of months. Our raffle and
stall at the Feast raised over £780 which has
been put towards a fantastic new Play House
for the children.
Thank you to all those who bought tickets,
donated prizes to the raffle, bottles and sweets
to the tombolas, gave their time to help out on

At our leaver’s ceremony on the last day of
term, we said ‘goodbye’ to the children who will
be moving on to school; we wish them all the
best in the next phase of their education. We
also look forward to welcoming all the new
children starting at Pippins in September. We
do have some places available so please contact
us if you would like to register your child. We
will re-open on Monday 5th September.
Little Pippins is a charity run by a team of local
volunteers and we are very proud to have been
rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted in January
2015.”Children enjoy a rich and varied learning
environment that challenges them to become
independent
learners.”
We have a purpose
built building with
large garden and
Forest School. We
also offer a Breakfast
Club, walking bus to Harwell After School Club,
15 hours funded places for 3 & 4 year olds and
free early education places for eligible 2.5 year
olds
For more information and a registration form:
Tel: 01235 821741 Find us on Facebook
Email: littlepippins@btinternet.com,
Website: www.littlepippins.org.uk
Freeman Orchard, Gaveston Road, Harwell,
Didcot, OX11 0HP
Registered Charity No.1105994
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Harwell Scouts news.
As I write this report our Scouts are assembling
for their Final evening of Summer Sailing. This
activity is one of the Extra’s offered by the
group with Scouts (Age 10 – 14), They sailing
Pico Dinghy’s at Farmoor reservoir. These craft
are a great young person’s boat providing
exhilarating fun and the opportunity to hone
individuals sailing Skills.
Previously reported events which have now
happened include 42 of our Beavers (6 – 8 year
olds) attending an activity weekend at Youlbury
Scout Centre. Woodcraft and camp skill were
practiced and the Beavers tried their hand at
Climbing, Crate Stacking or Archery. The camp
was a great success and many sleepy children
were safely delivered home on Sunday
afternoon.
22 of our Scouts (10 – 14) attended the county
Aqua Camp an Oxfordshire wide annual event
offering a wide array of water sports, the
Explorers (14-18) also supported this event by
assisting in delivering the program to 350
Scouts from across Oxfordshire.
Your support of the Scouts at the Harwell feast
this year has just allowed us to purchase 10 new
tents. The Vango Force 10 (illustrated) has been
the groups choice for smaller tent selection for
many years being easy to erect and amazingly
durable.
By the time you read this these, will have been
used at both our Scout Section Summer Camp
in the New Forest and Our Explorers Summer
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adventure to Gilwell Park (The UK Home of
Scouting).
Come September the whole Group across the
age spectrum will be away together with over
100 members camping at Earlywood Scout
Camp. Near Ascot.
Don’t forget if you live local and you would wish
your child to be part of the Harwell Scout Group
it is never too early to add to our waiting list.
We have some within days of birth!
To close can I please appeal to any “maybe
Scout Leaders?” hiding out there.

Scouting is very strong in Harwell but this is due
solely to the Group of Volunteer Leaders we are
so lucky to have supporting us. The situation is
however imminent where we need to
strengthen our Scout Section Leadership team.
So if you were once a Scout and feel you could
give something back, or never a Scout but still
an adventurous sort who is willing to engage
with a bunch of energetic youngsters PLEASE
get in touch to learn more. Contact.
brian@harwellscouts.org.uk .

Harwell Club (RBL) Forthcoming Events for July 2016
Saturday 13th August
Family Fun Day – With Children

Disco and other
entertainments
Family tickets
£5.00
.

th

Saturday 27 August
Country & Western Night
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Harwell Village Tennis Club
A new tennis season is just starting at Harwell
Village Tennis Club and we would like to invite
new members to come along. We have 2 good
courts and the club, which is affiliated to the
LTA, is small but thriving and friendly. There are
2 club nights from now until the autumn –
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7pm - when you
can enjoy some social games.
There are regular coaching sessions for the
juniors and adults with our great coach Tim who
is very popular and reasonably priced.
Do come along to one of the club sessions if you
are interested or contact our secretary Penny
Barwell at harwelltennis @ hotmail.com
Didcot and Wallingford Orchestra
'Did you play an instrument when you were
younger? Do you wish you still had a chance to
play it now? Would you like to get out of the
house for 2 hours on a Monday evening? If so
then the Didcot and Wallingford orchestra is for
you! The Didcot and Wallingford Orchestra
meets every Monday evening at 7.30 at
the Northbourne Centre, Didcot. We are a
small, friendly rehearsal orchestra and in the
last year have played a range of music, from
Bach to modern pieces. Being a rehearsal
orchestra means that if making a regular
commitment is difficult for you then it is not a
problem to just attend when you can; it’s quite
informal. We would like more players of all
instruments to come and join us. Please
contactdidcotandwallingfordorchestra@gmail.c
om or
visit https://sites.google.com/site/didcotorches
tra/ for more information.'
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Sobell House
Sobell House Hospice Bereavement Service are
seeking to recruit a new group of volunteer
bereavement workers. If you are interested in
finding out more please contact Julian Bond,
Bereavement Service Co-ordinator on 01865
225857 or Julian.Bond @ ouh.nhs.uk
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Ed Vaizey Parish News July 2016
This last month has seen the UK make one of its
biggest decisions for a generation. I campaigned
for remain, and my constituency voted for it.
While I appreciate the strength of feeling from
many of my constituents, and the outcome may
not be what we wanted, the decision has been
made. We put this decision to the British
people, and had the outcome been 52% remain
and 48% leave, we would have expected the
decision to be respected.
Therefore I cannot support a second
referendum because we disagree with the
outcome. Nor can I promise to vote against
Brexit in Parliament as I cannot know what the
Bill before us would contain. However, those
who have emailed or contacted me following
this momentous decision have not wasted their
time, as it gives me the support I need to press
for the best deal possible in our future
negotiations with the EU.
My first priority is to protect the jobs and
economy in Wantage, many of which depend so
heavily on the EU. Our relationship with the EU
is currently unchanged, and will remain so until
an agreement over Article 50 is reached and put
into effect. There will be no immediate change
to European citizens currently living in the UK,
nor for British citizens living in the EU. All
applicable EU rules and funds in the research,
innovation, and education fields remain in
place.
While we wait for the selection of a new Prime
Minister, the life of an MP continues. I recently
met with representatives from East Challow,
Cholsey & Watchfield Parish Councils at the
Scottish and Southern Electric Parliamentary
Reception for the Launch of their Resilient
Communities Fund. These three Parish Councils
received funding for a variety of projects from
the fund, such as public defibrillator, portable
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generators and pumps for emergencies, and
equipment to combat flooding. The next round
of funding from this scheme is now open for
applications, and more information can be
found http://bit.ly/29GAON4.
The Big Lottery Fund is also calling on local
groups to apply for funding to hold events or
activities that will bring people together and
celebrate what makes their local community
special. This funding could be used to celebrate
something in the community’s local history, a
local hero, to mark something of national
importance such as Her Majesty The Queen’s
90thBirthday, or just to get to know their
neighbours better. Applications can be found
athttp://bit.ly/29ujude.
As the Minister responsible for digital
infrastructure, I am always looking for schemes
that can help rural communities such as ours
eliminate their not-spots. Vodafone have
unveiled a program to give indoor mobile
coverage to 100 rural community hubs, from
pubs to village halls and community run shops.
Further
information
can
be
found
here: http://bit.ly/29A741w.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any
pressing issues that you would like help
with. Either myself or one of my team will get
back to you as soon as possible and do what we
can to assist. You can contact me on any matter
at the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 020 7219
6350 or dicksonce@parliament.uk. Email is the
quickest and most reliable way to get in touch,
as I keep a very close eye on my emails and can
reply very quickly. I also send out occasional
general interest emails about developments in
the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. If you
would like to be added to the distribution list,
please
complete
the
online
form
athttp://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP.
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Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking

For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153

Property Maintenance Services
Guttering / Plastic Roofline / Roofing / Moss
Removal / Painting / Patios / Paths / Drives /
Turfing / Hedge Cutting / Gardening / Fencing /
Carpentry / Repointing & much more
For a Free Estimate contact Michael on
01235 835 582 / mobile 07831 550 433
www.mjtalbot.co.uk
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Rob Pritchard from SSE is offering Free ½ hour
talks to community groups on Smart Meters.

Household
consultation

waste

recycling

centres

OCC is implementing the Household Waste
Recycling Centre strategy that was passed by
cabinet on the 15th December 2015.
We would like to know residents views on
measures that could be implemented at sites to
make savings and create income.
There will be a consultation on these proposals
running from 14th July to 11th August 2016.
This consultation is open to all Oxfordshire
householders to comment on.
The consultation documents are available
online atwww.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste and we
encourage people to complete the response
questionnaire. If residents need support to take
part in this consultation we recommend they
contact the county council on 01865 816043 or
email waste.management@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
Waste Management Team
Smart Meter roll out.
SSE along with other energy suppliers is offering
customers free Smart Meter installs and
commissioning, with the aim to have a fully
functioning smart meter network by 2020.
This is to comply with OFGEM, the
governmental agency responsible for drawing
up the procedure, that all suppliers have to
comply to, when installing Smart Meters.

ART CLASSES

A new series of art classes
focussing on
DRAWING-PAINTING-PRINT
MAKING
These classes are aimed at the beginner,
and/or the person wanting to re-discover
the basics of drawing, painting and print
making. There are 3 x 2 hour sessions,
undertaken in an artist’s studio in Harwell
Village. All materials are provided in
these friendly, encouraging and rewarding
sessions.

3 x Drawing Sessions
Wednesdays – 12 to 2pm or 6pm
to 8pm
3 x Print Making Sessions
Thursdays - 12 to 2pm or 6pm to
8pm
3 x Watercolour Sessions
Fridays – 12 to 2pm
The art classes are under the tutorage of
Robert Strange MA, an established artist,
member of the Oxford Art Society and
regular participant in Oxfordshire Art
Weeks and an experienced art teacher.

For further details regarding
dates and cost contact:
robertwstrange@hotmail.co.uk or
07812783978

Harwell News 198

Page 13

June 2016

News from Harwell Primary School

Bryn Gibson

We’ve reached the end of a busy year at Harwell
School with our Leavers Assembly when we send
all our Year 6 pupils on to their new senior
schools with our very best wishes. Confident,
capable, polite young people and as they move
on, we are looking forward to welcoming a full
class into our Foundation Class in September. Ms
Miller and Mrs Goodall have completed home
visits for most of the new starters and would like
to thank the families for making them so
welcome. This will mean a smoother transition for
the children in September.

Writing Historical Fiction, Saturday 1 October
2016, 10:00 – 16:30, Headington Hill Hall, Oxford
Brookes
University,
OX3
0BP
Historical fiction is a popular genre with its own
writing challenges:

Our KS2 school production, The Wizard of Oz was
a fantastic culmination of weeks of hard work. It
was wonderful to see such confident, courageous
individuals from every year group in KS2. A huge
thank you to everyone who gave up their time to
make it such a success.
As we break for the holidays, I would like to
extend my own thanks to all the children for,
once again, making Harwell School a fantastic
place to work. With great children, fantastic staff,
parents and supportive Governors, we are well on
our way to our goal of ensuring every child
reaches their potential. This year, we have
continued to develop good practice and achieved
some notable success' along the way. This year,
we have hit our target of 68% of children reaching
a good level of development in Foundation (last
year national level was 66%). In year 1, 100% of
children achieved the required pass mark in their
phonics test. At Key Stage 2, our results in
Writing, GPS (Spelling and Grammar) and Maths
are well above national levels.
While there are always challenges along the way,
(and no doubt will continue to be), we have
endeavoured to listen and respond to concerns
raised. The Governors, Senior leadership Team,
staff and myself will assess the priorities for the
coming year and adapt the Raising Achievement
Priorities accordingly.

How and what to research? What is the writer's
responsibility to history and accuracy? When does
history become fiction? How does one bring alive
the past, with all its complexities and challenges?
Led
by award-winning
international
best seller Sarah Dunant (‘Blood & Beauty’ and
‘The Birth of Venus’), this intensive one-day
workshop is suitable for anyone interested in
writing historical fiction and getting their work
published.
Join them to discover your route to writing
successful historical fiction and getting
published. Cost: £130 (including refreshments and
lunch) Book
your
place
at:
http://history.brookes.ac.uk/Studying/ShortCourses/

Orchestra of St John’s

Prom concerts at the
Ashmolean Museum Oxford
Tuesday 4 October 7.30
OSJ with Wagner Moreira tenor
Latin American songs
Tuesday 15 November 7.30
OSJ with Francesca Saracino
soprano
Mahler and Mendelssohn
Sunday 18 December 7.30
OSJ Ashmolean Voices
Carols
‘Music in the Abbey’ festival
Dorchester Abbey 15-25
September
Brahms Requiem, Strauss
operas,
and much more

Tickets: www.osj.org.uk
01865 305305
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Harwell Village Hall
Redevelopment Project

Latest news: PHASE 1 – END IN
SIGHT!
The latest estimate for the handover of the new
extension and car-park is now mid-August. We
will hold a simple opening ceremony and open
afternoon on Saturday 20 August, for villagers and
users to come and see the New Hall, entrance
foyer, kitchen and toilets. We will re-confirm the
date nearer the time.
At that time, we will lose access to the Old Hall
and its car park while they undergo renovation:
new roof, double glazed windows, doors, new
heating and lighting systems, the car park will be
resurfaced and landscaped. Users of the New Hall
can access the new car park to the rear from
Westfield. The defibrillator will be moved near to
the New Hall entrance.
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NB We will continue to report our shortfall as a
fundraising target to keep us focused, even
though the loan is now in place.
Diary Dates 2016...
Saturday
20th Aug

Free admission

Fundraising The loan is a temporary solution
which will need to be repaid, so we will continue
to hold events and apply for grants, even after the
building project has completed.
Please continue to support us in any way you can.
We are extremely grateful for all donations please gift aid them if you can – and we also
accept pledges (to be called in if we cannot raise
the money in time through grants, etc.). Please
contact Keith Beswick or Clare Wagner for more
information.
Grants Congratulations to our hard-working
grants team! They have secured a grant from
BIFFA for £41,000 to pay for the retractable
seating in the New Hall, which will be installed
sometime in December!
Our new total still to find is now:£290,000

Harwell Village Hall
From 2pm
Refreshments and an
opportunity to see the new
building!

Saturday
23rd Sept

Film Event – The
Lady in the Van
starring Dame
Maggie Smith.
£5 per person,
£12 including
Fish & Chips.

Sunday
16th Oct

Oxford Fiddlers Harwell Village Hall
featuring the Viv
Doors, bar and raffle open
O’Gara Irish
at 7pm, concert starts at
Dancers.
7.30pm. Tickets available
£10 per person. from Bob’s Butchers or
Kath Luker on 861057,
kath.luker@tesco.net,
Kamarlu, Barrow Road.

Sunday
20th Nov

Craft Fair
Get your
Christmas gifts
here!

We hope that this final renovation phase of the
project will be completed by the end of this year.
If you have questions or concerns, please contact
Keith
Beswick
on 01235
835338
or
keith@kbeswick.co.uk.
Loan Success! We are very happy to report that,
after lengthy negotiations and lots of hard work,
we have been approved a loan from the Charity
Bank which will enable us to complete the
renovation phase of the project. Well done to
Clare Wagner and Keith Beswick for this fabulous
achievement!

New Hall –
Opening
Ceremony and
Open Afternoon

Harwell Village Hall.
Doors and bar open 7pm;
film showing at 7.45pm.
Tickets available from 1st
September from Bob’s
Butchers or Barbara
Jackson on 835968.

Harwell Village Hall
11am to 4pm
Refreshments available
All welcome!

Free admission
Please check our website (harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and
the Fundraising and Community facebook pages for more
information on events and how you can support us.
Contact:
 Keith Beswick to arrange for items in the village hall to
be removed, letters of support, business contacts, etc.
on 01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk
 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc. on
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk

Be part of it!
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Harwell WI
It is July so it IS Summer!! Still a way to go but the
WI still has plenty going on whatever the
weather!!
On 08 June we had our first ‘craft’ evening of the
new WI year, hands-on painting with celebrated
local Artist Linda Benton. There were a lot of
blobs, much colour and so much fun.
On 06 July there was a Historical walk around East
Hendred led by Norman Francis. 13 July sees the
first meeting of the year inviting husbands and
partners to enjoy a talk by Mary Russell entitled
‘Cycling in Syria’ – a unique cultural travel account
of this complex country. Also in July some
members are off to the open air rendition of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream in Blewbury
performed by the Blewbury Players. On 28 July a
full minibus of members is going to Chavenage
House and Abbey House Gardens. To round off
July, there will be a Coffee Morning at Di Baker’s,
all welcome, £3.00. Further details from Sec. Dee.
There is no official meeting in August but a Salters
River Boat trip and walk is planned on Thursday
04 August. [Well behaved dogs and husbands
welcome!]. If you haven’t signed up for this and
would like to go, please contact our Secretary,
Dee.
On 14 September Frances Benton is talking about
her ‘Passion for Pearls’. This lady is in so much
demand, we have waited a year to get her to talk
to us!
Husbands and partners are invited again on 12
October as we have a talk by airline pilot Capt.
Cyril Mannion entitled ‘ Human Aspects of Airline
Command’.
Not only WI Members but everyone is welcome
to meet at The Hart of Harwell at 10.30am every
Wednesday morning for coffee and pastries. The
numbers are increasing weekly. Call in and say
‘Hello’. The ‘Knitters’, are still meeting every
Monday at 7.30pm in The Hart. Come and chat
and knit as well.The WI has so much to offer.
There are theatre trips, boat trips and walks, as
and when available, which are notified at our
regular monthly meetings. There are also many
other outings organised by Oxfordshire
Federation of WIs and these are advertised in our
monthly newsletter, News & Views. Most outings
can be attended by both Members and friends
and booked via Linda, our Club Treasurer.
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The new programme is now available so make
sure you get your copy. If you haven’t yet joined,
come and sign up and enjoy Harwell WI.
Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the
second Wednesday of the month [excluding
August] at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. For more
information about joining us or about any of the
above activities, contact our Secretary, Dee Holes,
on 01235 835649 or email: wi@harwellwi.org.
Victory in the AONB: Vale's outstanding
landscape saved: The Vale of White Horse District
Council's proposal to allow 1,400 houses at
Harwell, in the North Wessex Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), has been
found 'unsound' by a Planning Inspector. CPRE
fought strongly against this element of the draft
Local Plan and we are delighted that, with your
help, it has now been rejected.

PRIVATE TUTOR · Graham Eveleigh
Qualification: First Class BA English Hons – University of Exeter
(Class of 2015)

Local private tutor for pupils who need
guidance and encouragement in English
Language or Literature, at secondary school
(GCSE), college (A Level) or university level.
Please contact: grahameveleigh@gmail.com.
Competitive hourly rate.

The Police and Crime Commissioner Anthony
Stansfeld has launched a survey seeking feedback
from residents of the Thames Valley on policing
and crime. The results of the survey will help
inform the next Police and Crime Plan which is
due to be published in March 2017.
www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/survey. It should
take no more than 10 minutes to complete and is
open until 30 September 2016. Anyone who is
either living or working in the Thames Valley is
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eligible to complete it.
If you would like a copy of the survey posted to
you, please contact the Office of the Police and
Crime Commissioner on 01865 846780.
Harwell News
The response from the community for a volunteer
editor was very positive and therefore we have
invited those interested to informal discussions
after which a decision will be made.
This edition has been edited, on an interim basis,
by Gareth Buxton. Apologies for any missing copy
or adverts. Be sure to send items for inclusion to
news @ harwellparish.co.uk so that it reaches
whoever is next editing the news.
Oxfordshire residents scammed by fake
genealogists: Citizens Advice can help people
contacted by someone they think might be a
scammer:
For further help, drop in to your local Citizens
Advice. Locations and opening hours of Citizens
Advice offices in Oxfordshire South and Vale can
be found on www.caox.org.uk
Editorial Notes:
Other than where stated and in reports of Parish Council
matters any opinions expressed are not those of the Parish
Council.
Items for the October issue should be sent by September
21st. to news @ harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is now by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High
Street, tel: 835430
Advertising queries to the Clerk

Parish Contact Information
All contact information can also be found on the parish
website: www.harwellparish.co.uk

The Clerk
Email: clerk @ harwellparish.co.uk,
Phone: 01235 820 006,
Post to: Clerk, Harwell Parish Council, Enborn, Shop
Lane, Leckhampstead, RG20 8QQ.
Core office hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am to 4pm
Mondays.
District Councillors
Janet.Shelley @ whitehorsedc.gov.uk,
Reg.Waite @ whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Campus Ward: Mike.Murray @ causewayland.com
County Councillor
Stewart.Lilly @ Oxfordshire.gov.uk

MP Ed Vaizey
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 020 7219 6350 or
dicksonce @ parliament.uk.

Editor’s Comment:
Please let the advertisers know that you
saw their advertisement in the Harwell
News.

