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200th Edition – Let’s Start Again
Issue 1 of the Harwell News first appeared in December 1976 the year of
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee and the main topic was the heavy congestion
from construction vehicles travelling through the village following the
newly built A34. The 100th edition appeared through parish letterboxes in
April 1999 in the build up to the millennium discussing upcoming events
to celebrate the occasion and looked very similar to editions you will have
seen recently. In light of it being the 200th edition and that it still looks
similar to the 100th 17 years later, we have decided to give this newsletter a
new modern look to move onwards and upwards for the next 100!
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Summary of Parish Council Meetings:
August Meeting
Summary of minutes of an Extraordinary Parish Council
meeting held on Tuesday 9 th August 2016 at 7.30pm in
the Recreation Ground Pavilion full minutes may be read
on
the
Parish
Council
website
http://www.harwellparish.co.uk

The Council does not at present have Grievance or
Disciplinary Policies.
The Council will ask OCC to fit monitoring equipment for two
weeks from September 5th 2016 to carry out traffic surveys
to provide base level data for traffic generated within the
village, at monitoring points in Wantage Road near the A417
and in Grove Road west of Talbot Close; total cost of £400
to be met using S106 funds set aside for administration.

Following receipt of correct invoice for the council-contracted
works on the Village Hall Refurbishment Project the council
approved payment.
Members of the Staffing Committee were appointed and
Terms of Reference of the proposed Staffing Committee was
approved and will be posted on the website.

September Meeting
SUMMARY Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held
on Tuesday 6th September 2016 at 7.30pm in the
Recreation Ground Pavilion

OCC Consultation on Rights of Way in Didcot, Harwell, East
& West Hagbourne was deferred to Planning Committee.
Approved the tenth Fennell Blake invoice (August 2016)
relating to the council contracted works on the Village Hall
Refurbishment Project should be paid immediately

Full reports from County & District Councillors, Police and
the minutes of meetings can be read on the HPC website
www.harwellparish.co.uk

Approved schedule of payments, repair in the play area and
payment of £50 grant to Home-Start

Grove Road is to be closed in the near future but the length
of the closure is uncertain.

Receive report following interviews for the Harwell News
editorship Clerk to contact the preferred candidate with a
view to sending the October newsletter to print on time.

Several councillors attended the opening of the Boundary
Park sports pavilion.
The Council reviewed the following planning applications; a)
Construction of a 12x6m quadruple garage with storage
space in the loft with access via an external staircase at Holly
Bank Cottage, Reading Road. The Council objected. b) The
Harwell Link Rd. The Council had no objection but would
prefer the road to have lighting from the start of use. c) 1
Kings Lane. Planning rules have now changed therefore the
PC objection will not be upheld.

Approved amended Terms of Reference for Staffing
Committee & note that first meeting of the Committee has
taken place. Approved update to Standing Orders following
creation of Staffing Committee.
Approved recommendations from Lands Committee:
a) that cycle/horse barriers are installed across the
pavement between the 2 cemetery gates. b) that the plan of
action for work in the cemetery and churchyard be followed.
c) work to trees in Harwell cemetery and churchyard. d) that
RoSPA report has been receivedand may be posted on the
website. e) Use of recreation ground facilities by Harwell &
Hendred Youth FC teams and encourage girls to play
football.

Queries had previously been raised, with OCC, about the
proposed location of the crossing Bridleway 12. Council
agreed, in line with the suggestions put forward by the local
representative of the British Horse Society, that the safer
option would be a crossing on the new Link Road rather than
on the B4493.
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Ed Vaizey Parish News September 2016
Parliament has
returned from the
summer recess,
and
an
interesting
Parliamentary
term lies ahead.
The Government
will begin to
produce
its
proposals
on
what Brexit will
mean and what
form our future
relationship with the EU will take. As you know, I
campaigned for remain during the referendum campaign,
and I will be watching developments carefully to ensure that
jobs and the economy in our constituency and the country
as a whole are protected.
Being a backbench MP now gives me more freedom to raise
constituency issues in Parliament. As a Minister, I could not
ask parliamentary questions or participate in debates outside
my own department. I have hit the ground running since
Parliaments return, and details of the questions I have asked
and debates I have hosted can be read on my website.
The last few weeks have seen two tragic accidents along
the A34, and this has led to renewed calls to make
improvements to the road. I have had a meeting to discuss
this situation with local MPs Richard Benyon and Nicola
Blackwood, and I am arranging a roundtable meeting with
the Minister responsible for roads, having raised the issue in
Parliament. I am looking forward to discussing what
proposals the Government has to improve the safety of the
A34.

I am always keeping an eye out for new services that my
constituents might find useful. There is now a new free three
digit number that can be used to report or find out about
power cuts. The service can be contacted on 105, and will
put you straight through to your local electricity company
who will be able to let you know some details about the
power cut. This is definitely one to stick on the fridge!
I have also been made aware of a number of funding
opportunities for local community groups and charities. First,
the RBS Skills & Opportunities Fund is a £2.5million fund,
with a maximum grant of £35,000. It is designed to help
people get work or set up a business, or improve the financial
skills of people from disadvantaged backgrounds. More
information
can
be
found
at
http://skillsandopportunitiesfund.rbs.co.uk/. There is also the
Aviva Community Fund, which awards funding of up to
£25,000 for local community projects, applications can be
made
until
the
11th
October
here
http://www.aviva.co.uk/good-thinking/community-fund/.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing
issues that you would like help with. Either myself or one of
my team will get back to you as soon as possible and do
what we can to assist. You can contact me on any matter at
the
House
of
Commons,
SW1A
0AA,
dicksonce@parliament.uk or 020 7219 6350. Email is the
quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a
very close eye on my emails and can reply very quickly.
Details of my activities in Parliament can be read on my
website, https://www.vaizey.com. I also send out occasional
general interest emails about developments in the Wantage
and Didcot Constituency. If you would like to be added to the
distribution list, please complete the online form at
http://bit.ly/EdVaiz
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The Harwell Feast 2016 Grant Awards
The May bank holiday Feast was a great achievement for all involved and resulted in a firm base for future development. In line
with the Feast constitution The Feast Committee has great pleasure in offering grants to the following village community
1. Village Hall
2500 8. The tennis courts
1000
2. Youth Group of St Matthew's church
175 9. Little Pippins
310
3. Hendred Youth Football Club (girls trophies)
160 10. Harwell Fun Club
200
4. Bernadine Soul Dance
500 11. Fledglings Toddler Group
1000
5. Harwell Parish History Group
1500 12. St. Mathews church
1500
6. Harwell Gardeners' Club
250 13. Primary School Cooker
280
7. Harwell Community Primary School
750 Total
10,125
The Feast Committee would like to thank all of these groups for their activities within the community.
Gareth Buxton (Chairman Feast Committee)

Harwell Scouts News
The hectic Summer months have seen our
Scouts camping in the New Forest and the
Explorers visiting Scouting’s Flagship site at
Gilwell Park in London. We also had a highly
successful Group camp in early September
when 120 Beavers/Cubs/Scouts and Explores
came together. Our Scout section built
bivouac’s and slept in them overnight.

extravaganza which will again be held at
Harwell Primary School on Friday night
November 4th. Thanks to the kind
generosity of the head, this year we will be
able to offer alternative indoor viewing for
those younger children (and their parents)
who find the noisy fireworks a little
overwhelming.

Now we enter a new (school) year and the evenings draw in
our Beaver, Cub, Scout and Explorer sections are starting
their new term of activities. The darker evenings provide
opportunities for events such as night hikes, navigation in the
dark, wide games & astronomy to name a few.
The autumn also brings important events to our calendar and
we invite all Readers to join us for our Fireworks
Section
Age

November 13th is another significant autumn commitment
when the Group will be attending the village Remembrance
parade at the War memorial.
The Group now comprises over 170 youth members from the
local area with 27 volunteer Leaders. Meetings are normally
held in St Matthew’s Church Hall.
Meeting Day

Times

Beavers

6-8

Tuesday/Tuesday

17:15-18:15 18:30-19:30

Cub Scouts

8-10½

Monday/Wednesday

18:00-19:30 18:30-20:00

Scouts

10½-14½

Tuesday/Wednesday

Both Groups 19:45-21:15

Explorers

14½-18

Monday

All enquiries for membership should first be directed to
gsl@harwellscouts.org.uk. You can also find a link on our
website http://harwellscouts.org.uk/contactus/. Parents of
young children wishing to send them to Beavers at six should
consider placing their names on our waiting list early to
ensure a space is available. If you feel able to help in the
ongoing success and growth of the group, we of course love

20:15-21:45

to hear from you. We are particularly interested in potential
skills instructors in disciplines such as Kayaking, Archery or
Rock Climbing, even if you only dabble in such activities but
would be interested in achieving an accredited instructor
status we would be delighted to help you on your way!
GSL
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Ellis Downes Memorial Bench
We, the Downes family, would like to take this opportunity to
publicly thank everyone for their support over the last few
months.
In particular, our thanks go to Sharon Palmer for organising
to get a bench in memory of our son Ellis. This is now fitted
and situated at the top of Gaveston Road (Westfield corner)
where he loved to play football with his friends. We would
also like to thank the Oxfordshire County Council for making
the application process easy, and Paul Mainsbridge for fitting
the bench.
The biggest 'Thank You' of all though, is to David Tye for
donating the bench. It is beautiful and we are very grateful.
We hope everyone will enjoy it and treat
with respect. Thanks again, we really do appreciate it.
Emma and Darren Downes
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Michael Armstrong: Head at Harwell Primary School 1981- 1999

The Celebration for Michael Armstrong, who died in March
this year, was held on Saturday 3rd September at Harwell
Primary School. It was a wonderful occasion with lots of
memories and reunions of former pupils or parents. It was
obvious from all who came and from the speakers who
talked about Michael, that he held a special place in people’s
hearts. Speakers such as John Coe from Nape, John Fisher,
Marilyn Thomas, Peter Cansell, Jane Basey (nee Ryan),
Jenny Giles & Barbara Jackson all spoke warmly and
humorously about their own memories and experiences of
Michael.

More than sixty people enjoyed the exhibition of photographs
and memorabilia, including copies of some of Michael’s
books, written and inspired by the children that he taught.
We were entertained by Tom Armstrong (son) on piano and
Mark Levy on violin; Stephen Armstrong (son) thanked all
who had attended, on behalf of his mother, Isobel who was
unwell.
There was an opportunity to sign the book of condolences
and a collection for the Cure Parkinson Trust raised over
£100. Many thanks to all who came and made it such a
wonderful occasion

John & Ann Fisher talking to Kay & Keith Eaton (Ex head of South Moreton) [Left.] Raising our glasses to Michael! (Can you see
Mary Carney, our ex-curate?) [Right.]
Photography by Charlotte Orr.

©The Guardian
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What’s on at the Village Club
Here are the upcoming events at the Village Club (British Legion) over the next few weeks. They are
open to everyone; you can get tickets in advance or on the door. We’d love to see you there!

Friday 30 September 11am Macmillan Coffee Morning
Bring a cake, buy a cake, eat a cake – the choice is yours (or do all 3!).
Come along to this fantastic event, all money goes to Macmillan.

Saturday 8 October 8pm Quiz Night
Are you the cleverest team in Harwell? Come and find out!
Quiz entry £1 per person. Maximum team size 4.
£5 for supper – delicious home cooked jacket potato with chilli or beans (v).

Saturday 22 October 8pm Helen & Douglas House Charity Night
Featuring an amazing Tom Jones tribute, auctions and a fantastic raffle.
Tickets are £20 and all money goes to Helen & Douglas House.

Saturday 29 October 8pm Soul & Motown Disco Night
£5 per ticket, dance till your feet ache!

Harwell Village Club, Westfield, Harwell, OX11 0LG
Tel – 01235 797070 or Yvonne – 07743635970 for more details
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Harwell Produce Show
The show this year continued to be a great success and a big thank you to all who entered or
visited us in the afternoon. After more than 30 years I am now retiring from doing it. I hope it
will continue for many more years. Next year's show has yet to be arranged when and where.
Adele Harris

Children's Results 2016
Winnie the Poo,
Flap Jacks,
Book Art,
Poem about Harwell,
Something made from Wood,
Animal made from Fruit /veg,
Vase of Flowers,
Birthday Cake,

Emma Wood
Joseph Cockburn
Lily Sadler
Abigail Pickles
Oliver Pickles
Joseph Cockburn
Oliver Pickles
Rebecca Sadler

A Dragon made from Junk,
Something Grown from Seed,
A Cuddly Toy,
Favourite Photo,
Portrait of the Queen,
Nursery Rhyme,
Wittenham Clumps,
Still Life,

Rowen Cockburn
Jamie Cockburn
Josie Pickles
Jamie Cockburn
Allister Pickles
Joseph Cockburn
Alistair Pickles
Lucia Balhetchett

Results Sheet 2016
Trophy
The David Dewey Memorial
Shield;
Harwell Produce Show
Shield;
The Harwell Rose Bowl;

Classification
Member of Gardeners Club with most points
in all Classes
Anyone with most points in all Classes

1st
Mike
Kerswell,
Mick
Kerswell,
Mick
Kerswell,
Alwyn Evans,

2nd
Sue
Quinton,
Alwyn
Evans,
Alwyn
Evans,
Joy Gee,

3rd
Joan Impey

Caroline
Tyler,

Martin
Ricketts,

Ted Ireson

Debbie
Davies,
Jeanette
Roberts,

Sara Lee,
Charlotte
Orr,

Jeanette
Roberts
Emma
Hanwell

Anyone with most points in Vegetable
Classes

Mike
Kerswell,

Alwyn
Evans,

Sue
Quinton

Anyone with most points in Domestic Classes

Martin
Ricketts,
Carys,

Sue
Quinton,
Joseph
Cockbum,

Linda Lee

Lyn
Nickerson,
Sara Lee,

Emma
Hanwill,
Mark
Pickles,

John Hunt

Anyone with most number of points in
Horticultural Classes
Anyone with most number of points in Flower
Classes
Anyone with most points in Fruit Classes

The Chairman's Trophy in
memory of Ken Plum;
The Rowstock Orchard
Trophy Donated by Caudwell
& Woodall;
The Floral Art;
Anyone with most points
The Novices Trophy
Donated by Arthur and
Edwena Thomson;
The Vegetable Trophy
Donated by Rhoda & John
Putman;
The Domestic Cup Donated
by Michael & Pauline Lay;
Young Persons Challenge
Under 15 Donated by Shiela
Davidson;
The Handicraft Trophy;

Anyone with most points in all classes

The Laurie Chumbley
Photographic Trophy;

Anyone with most points in Photographic
Classes
9
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Quinton
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Alister
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The Art Trophy Donated by
the Lee Family;
Novice Floral Art Trophy
Donated by Adele Harris
The Mary Turner Salver;

Alice
Macarthur,
Jeannette
Roberts,
Sara Lee,

The Norman Ponting Trophy

The WI member with most points in all
Classes
most number of entries;

Bronze Medal;

For most points in the Pansy/Viola Classes

Mike
Kerswell,
Janice
Markey,

Jean
Twigger,
Mathew
Davies,
Jeanette
Roberts,
Sara Lee,
Alwyn
Evans,

Ruth
Stringer
Joan Impey
Linda Lee
Sue
Quinton
David
Drummond

Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service
The Remembrance Sunday parade and
The Parade will form up at Townsend at
service there at 10.45am. After the service the
Following the Church service, the RBL will
march to a short ceremony at the War Graves.
Armistice Day
A short ceremony will be held on Friday 11th
November at 11:00am at the War Memorial

service this year will be on Sunday 13th November.
10.30am and set off for the War Memorial for the
Parade will continue to the Church.
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Can You Help With the Poppy Appeal in Harwell?
We are looking for someone to
take over from our Poppy
Appeal Orgainser who has
stepped down. This is
organising the annual house to
house and business collections
in Harwell and the Harwell
Campus business park in
October - November and the

ongoing activities including supply of wreaths for the D Day
and November Remembrance commemorations.
For more information see:
www.harwellrbl.co.uk/branch/poppy_appeal.html or contact
branch@harwellrbl.co.uk.
Peter Cox
Harwell RBL Branch Secretary
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Harwell Parish History Group
You may have been thinking that this group has been very
quiet for a while but this is certainly not the case as I can
assure you that much background work has been taking
place. We have been busy planning our next exhibition in
April 2017 and compiling a long list of subjects we would like
to research for future events and in some cases for
publication.

accompanying expansion and contraction of its orchards.
Various computer-aided cartographic packages are being
investigated to find the best suited to the task, but Graham
Sumner, who is carrying out the work, is seeking further
advice from anyone in the village who has rather more
cartographic know-how than he does! If anyone thinks they
or knows of someone who can help, then please contact him
on grahamsumner@hotmail.com or 01235 831933.

The next exhibition will look in some detail at the people of
the village and their activities throughout the years and will
include studies of people who have been of significant note.

In anticipation of being able to make use of the fantastic
facilities that will be available in the new section of the Village
Hall complex we are planning a series of four talks. The
subjects and dates will be notified in later additions of this
newsletter.

Future projects will include Education, Groups and
Organisations (even small ones that perhaps did not last
long), RAF Harwell in depth including log books, War
Diaries, and more.

Once again thank you for the support you have given us in
the last 3 years and we hope you will continue to do so.
Come and join us we need help with research, typing and
transcribing documents and very important is local
knowledge.

We need your help in all subjects and in particular the
following one.
The Group is attempting to compile maps showing the
village’s expansion over the past 200 or more years, and the

Harwell WI
The summer has seen much activity in the WI even if access
to the village has been challenging!!

impact gentle movement to music. On 10 November there
is an outing planned to The Bodleian/Sheldonian in Oxford.
Further details of this at the September/October meetings.

On 13 July members enjoyed a humorous talk by Mary
Russell entitled ‘Cycling in Syria’ Also in July, 12 members
went to the open air rendition of A Midsummer Night’s Dream
in Blewbury performed by the Blewbury Players. A full
minibus of members went to Chavenage House and Abbey
House Gardens. To round off the month, there was a Coffee
Morning in the village which was a great success and raised
money for our beloved, endangered Denman College at
Marcham.

Watch this space for the Christmas Meeting on 14
December! The Committee are already plotting the festive
event and more details will follow later!
Not only WI Members, but everyone is welcome to meet at
The Hart of Harwell at 10.30am every Wednesday morning
for coffee and pastries. The numbers are increasing weekly.
Call in and say ‘Hello’. The ‘Knitters’, are still meeting every
Monday at 7.30pm in The Hart. Come and chat and knit as
well.

There was no official meeting in August but the Salters
River Boat trip and walk was well supported and the
accompanying dogs and husbands behaved well!

The WI has so much to offer. There are theatre trips, boat
trips and walks, as and when available, which are notified at
our regular monthly meetings. There are also many other
outings organised by Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and
these are advertised in our monthly newsletter, News &
Views. Most outings can be attended by both Members and
friends and booked via Linda, our Club Treasurer.

On 14 September Frances Benton is talking about her
‘Passion for Pearls’. This lady is in so much demand, we
have waited a year to get her to talk to us!
Husbands and partners are invited again on 12 October as
we have a talk by airline pilot Capt. Cyril Mannion entitled
‘Human Aspects of Airline Command’.

Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the second
Wednesday of the month [excluding August] at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more information about joining us or about
any of the above activities, contact our Secretary, Dee Holes,
on 01235 835649 or email: wi@harwellwi.org.

The Group meeting is on Tuesday 01 November at
Brightwell Village Hall. There will be an ‘Upcycling’
competition at this event. On 09 November Laura Godfrey
from Age UK Oxon will be showing members some low
12
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Harwell Village Hall Redevelopment Project
Latest news:
PHASE 1 – NEARLY THERE, REALLY!
It has been a longer road than we expected but now that the
final hurdle of getting a new electricity meter installed
(involving the coordination of half of the south of England
and with help from our MP to move it forward!) is complete,
we now expect handover of the New Hall to happen in midOctober, following commissioning of the services in the new
building.
We will have a small opening ceremony at that time so
please look out for the posters and come along and see our
fabulous New Hall!
When open, users of the New Hall can access the new car
park to the rear from Westfield (OX11 0LG).
We expect that the final renovation phase of the Old Hall will
now be completed early in the New Year. If you have
questions or concerns, please contact Keith Beswick on
01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk.
Fundraising
We will now begin to draw down on the loan secured from
the Charity Bank so fundraising continues to be a prime
focus for the Trustees. Our Grants team are still hard at work
identifying new funds to apply for.
The delay to the opening of the New Hall has meant we have
had to postpone our planned film event so keep an eye out
for the posters announcing a new date. The Oxford Fiddlers
are visiting us again on 16th October, come along for a
fabulous evening of song and dance!
The New 100 Club is now up and running – monthly draw
results will be posted on the Village Hall website.
Please continue to support us - we are extremely grateful for
all donations - please gift aid them if you can – and we also
accept pledges (to be called in if we cannot raise the money
in time through grants, etc.). Please contact Keith Beswick
or Clare Wagner for more information.

With sadness
It is with great sadness that we commemorate the life of
Trevor Packer, neighbour and former treasurer of Harwell
Village Hall. Trevor was a keen supporter of the Freeman
Hall and the Winterbrook Youth Club for many years. He will
be missed.

Following news of a generous donation from the Harwell
feast fund, our new total still to find is now:

£287,500
NB We will continue to report our shortfall as a fundraising
target to keep us focused, even though the loan is now in
place.
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Blewbury Brass Band Thankgiving Concert
On 26th November, Blewbury Brass Band will
be holding a seasonal concert to celebrate
Thanksgiving. The music will have an American
theme and we will be serving refreshments with
a US flavour. Don your Stetson, and join us for
an evening of lively music from our main and
learner bands. You will be entertained with
music from the shows, a wild west selection,
trombone, horn and soprano cornet solos, a
lively Sousa march and much more. It promises
to be a memorable night!

Tickets are priced £7 (adults), £5
(seniors) and £1 (children) and are
available from Savages, Blewbury Post
Office and Hagbourne Community
Shop. They will also be available on
the door. To reserve a ticket, please
contact
Judith
Atkins
johnandjudith8@virginmedia.com.
See our website for more band news
blewburybrassband.org.

Blewbury Youth Brass Tour to Germany
Blewbury Brass Band is embarking on a new and exciting
project to engage its young players. In the summer of 2017
we will be touring Germany with ‘Blewbury Youth Brass’.
This band is mainly made up of children from our learner
band but we have also invited other young players from local
bands to share this magnificent opportunity to take British
brass band music to our continental friends.

will offer free tickets to all our sponsors. All sponsors will also
be acknowledged in the concert programme and on our band
website www.blewburybrassband.org.
There are many ways in which you can help us:



We will be joined by players from five other Oxfordshire
bands; Cholsey Silver Band, Cholsey School Brass Band,
Wantage Band, Abbey Brass (in Abingdon), and Yarnton
Silver Band. Thirty-five musicians will be going on the trip
ranging in age from 9 to 18 years.




The band will be staying in the beautiful town of Boppard
which is situated on the banks of the river Rhine. During our
stay we will be exploring the cultural heritage of the region
which may include a trip to Beethoven’s birthplace, and a
visit to a mechanical musical instrument museum. The band
will be playing four concerts in churches, concert halls and
open air venues. The tour will be lead by Blewbury Brass
Band’s Ian Barlow and Judith Atkins.





A £5 donation will provide refreshments for the band
or a uniform bowtie.
A £10 donation will help with printing costs and
publicity.
A £20 donation will buy a Blewbury Youth Brass
hoodie.
A £30 donation will sponsor a piece of music for the
band.
A £50 donation will help towards our transport costs.
A £200 donation will help towards an educational
outing.
A £500 donation will sponsor a place for one child
on the tour.

If you would like to support us or require any further
information, please contact Judith Atkins on
mdlearnerband@blewburybrassband.org.uk.

To help keep the cost of the trip affordable, we are looking
to local individuals and businesses for sponsorship. We will
be putting on a concert in the local area upon our return, and

Thank you for your support.
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