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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Summary of the Minutes of the Parish Council
meeting held on Tuesday 13th June and Tuesday
11th July 2017 at 7.30pm in the Recreation Ground
Pavilion

Other smaller applications were also discussed with comments
being passed to the Vale of White Horse (VOWHDC) where
planning matters are discussed. These included proposals at:
•
•
•
•

The Parish Council has been busy over the months of Jun and
Jul. The following represents a summary of this work.
In this period two new council members have joined the Council
– Stuart Lilly and Mr Thomas. Tim Howe and Stuart Lilly have
resigned in this period. The PC thank them for all of their work
for the Parish.

On Finance, the PC routinely looks at moneys in and out of the
account – this period has seen a recognition that the move to the
new office will have a cost but that the repurposing of the
Pavilion to make it into a Youth Resource would also save the
council some money and allow for some facilities to be made fit
for purpose for the council staff. Additional purchases outside
the normal planning round include:

You may have seen requests for new members who might be
prepared to stand on the Parish Council or simply support the
Council with some of the work we routinely have to do. If this is
you then please do contact the Parish Clerk for more details.
We are particularly interested in having a representative from
Great Western Park and North Drive as well as the village.

•
•

Since our last Chairman and Deputy Chairman resigned from the
council after nearly a decade of membership, the parish council
had decided on a Rotating Chair to allow for several members of
the present council to see if they can manage being a chair.
This has come under challenge and the council is presently
looking for a full time Chair.

•

One strimmer
Refund to 2 non-residents who no longer wanted to
reserve plots in the cemetery
Mobile phones for the Grounds staff

The following matters relating to Parish Owned lands or Parish
matters came under scrutiny.
•
•

In this period, the following have been chair:
•
•
•

Fairlawns, Church Lane
Rosemead, High Street
The Coach House, Reading Road
The Barn, High Street

Mr Hawthorne with Vice Chair Stuart Lilly
Stuart Lilly with Vice Chair Debbie Turner
Debbie Turner with Vice Chair Dee Boughton-Waite

•

The council received a briefing from Oxfordshire County Council
(OCC) on traffic calming options for the parish. The present OCC
favoured proposal is based on the A417/Wantage Road Junction
and includes roundabouts and cycleways. The Parish Council
look forward to seeing the OCC proposal in the near future.

•

•

As is always the case, the PC has been involved in the
discussion on Planning applications and subsequent S106
applications should the planning applications receive approval by
higher authority. The issue of the PC both objecting to a plan
and requesting S106 is often not understood but unfortunately
the process does not allow for a two-stage request and unless
the PC ask for S106 at the application stage (even if they are
objecting to the proposal) then nothing will be awarded. This
period has seen a pre-application discussion for North Drive.
Those with an interest in this area are urged to talk to the PC so
that we can represent both your interests and wishes.

•
•
•

The PC also discussed the Didcot Garden Town proposal and
stressed that they were glad to see the statement about keeping
the green gap between Didcot and the surrounding villages.
Coalescence remains the biggest area for us to fight against.

•
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Priority for allotments would be given to those who have
been on the waiting list for the longest
The Business Case proposed by the Harwell
Recreation Ground Facilities Committee, relating to the
Pavilion, was approved
A letter of support for Didcot Cricket Club was sent to
VOWHDC about a request for support for practice nets
(drawing on S106 funds)
Request for volunteers to deliver the Harwell Parish
News particularly on Great Western Park would be
posted on the Harwell Village Community Facebook
page
Mrs Convery agreed to find a volunteer to provide the
summary of the PC work for the Harwell News – Mrs
Fiona Tankard agreed to take on this work post the
Summer period
Mrs Convery agreed to post relevant notices on the
Harwell Village Community Facebook page
It was agreed that the County Councillor representative
(Mr Fox-Davies) would be asked to push for
improvements to safety on the Grove Road
The timelines of the PC work – it was suggested that
this be discussed once a year from Sep through to
December to run in parallel with decisions on finance
for the coming year.
Moneys raised from a rounders game would be used to
fund the need for replacement bark in the children’s
play area.
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Need to look at the damage under the safety surfacing
in the children play ground.

The PC declined the following matters:
•

The request for a dog trainer to daily use the recreation
ground

The following matters are outstanding:
•

Communication Policy still needs drafting – though Mrs
Convery has been asked to update the Harwell Village
Community Facebook page on occasions. Mr Marsh
continues to run the PC web page.

The following correspondence were discussed:
•
•
•
•

Verge damage and traffic safety were passed to the
Lands Committee
Congratulations were to be sent to the Primary School
for its recent OFSTED inspection
Support to the proposal for the OCC Consultation on
the speed limit along the Milton Road, Harwell Link
Road and B4493 Didcot Road.
Two incidents in the recreation ground concerning
children and machinery

The following events have been attended:
•
•

D-Day Memorial Service
VOWHDC briefing evening

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
To help deliver Harwell News on Great Western Park.
We already have volunteers delivering to around 140 addresses within Harwell parish on Great Western Park,
but there are more homes occupied now than we can deliver to with existing volunteers.
Please contact the parish clerk if you can help.
Email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk

PARISH COUNCILLORS NEEDED
There are currently 3 vacancies on the parish council.
Please contact the parish clerk if you would like further information or are interested in becoming a parish
councillor. No qualifications are necessary, only time and commitment to the parish.
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Ed Vaizey Parish News
“I would like to start with a
huge thank you to my
constituents for reelecting me as MP for
Wantage and Didcot with
an increased vote share
and a record number of
votes. It has been a great
honour to represent you
over the past 12 years
and I am relishing the
opportunity to continue
working hard to hear, voice and address your concerns over the
course of the next Parliament.

the power lines to pass under the existing bridge or building a
new bridge parallel to the existing one. At present, Network Rail
believe there is no alternative to replacing the bridge.
If the bridge does close, I would want to see disruption kept to a
minimum, and the closure to be as short as possible. To this
end, I have met English Heritage, Virgin Media, BT, Thames
Water and Scottish and Southern, all with a view to ensuring that
utilities providers are ready to go if the bridge is closed (restoring
utilities is often one of the reasons these projects take so long). I
have of course worked closely with the County Council, who own
the bridge and are responsible for the Highways.
The next great challenge will be the reservoir. I look forward to
working with GARD on this, as I did successfully some years
ago, when we secured a public enquiry which threw the proposal
out.

Congratulations to Layla Moran, the new MP for Oxford West
and Abingdon, who I look forward to working with on county
issues. She replaces my friend the brilliant Nicola Blackwood – a
great Parliamentarian, a tireless campaigner, a tremendous
minister - her presence will be missed both in Oxfordshire and
Westminster.
Following the recent tragedy at Grenfell Tower, I convened a
group of Oxfordshire MPs to meet with Simon Furlong,
Oxfordshire's Chief Fire Officer. I appreciate that many of you will
be concerned about this issue – particularly those living in highrise accommodation. Oxfordshire has five tower blocks, all of
which have been inspected by the Fire and Rescue Service,
which has also issued safety tips and advice here.
With regards to the proposed closure of Steventon Bridge, I have
met with Network Rail numerous times to discuss the potential
disruption this will cause. I have examined, with them, in great
detail the alternative options - such as lowering the track to allow

Your District Council news from your local Cllrs Janet Shelley & Reg Waite
New waste and
recycling trucks on
their way:

work extra hours. In the event of non-collection of waste or
recycling, residents are
advised to leave their bins
out and the crew will be
back to collect them the
next day.

£6.5 million pounds has
been invested in a
brand new fleet of waste
and recycling trucks,
providing new and
improved collections to households across southern Oxfordshire.

Recycling centres get reprieve:
Following a strong campaign by residents Oxfordshire County
Council have confirmed that all of the existing recycling centres
will remain open. The new contract with W&S Recycling will
ensure that all of the sites, including Drayton, will remain open
with no reduction in opening hours.

The current trucks are now over seven years old and have
always been due to be replaced in 2017. As they are reaching
the end of their life, they have started to become unreliable with
some unfortunately breaking down en-route. In recent weeks,
this has started to cause some disruption to household collection
services and we would like to apologise for any inconvenience
caused to residents.

£99m for new National Satellite Testing Facility on the
Harwell Campus:
Due to open in early 2020, the new National Satellite Testing
Facility (NSTF) will be a world-class facility for the assembly,
integration and testing of space instruments and satellites,

The councils and Biffa are working hard to resolve the problem,
including drafting in extra vehicles and calling on the crews to
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You can find further information and make application at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/grants

positioning the UK to capitalise on the estimated 3,500 – 10,000
satellites that are due to be launched by 2025. It will also
facilitate the build of bigger and more technologically advanced
satellites and remove the need for UK companies to use test
facilities located abroad.

Grants available to boost rural economy in Oxfordshire:
Grant funding is being made available by the Oxfordshire
LEADER Programme for farmers, foresters, rural business and
communities involved with projects that create jobs, bring visitors
to the area or provide essential community services to local
people.

The NSPF will allow companies and academia to test and
develop space propulsion engines, alongside a new facility for
Reaction Engines where the revolutionary SABRE air-breathing
rocket engine will also be tested and built.

GO Active Gold is a Sport England funded three-year project that
aims to increase health and well-being amongst people aged 60
and over living in rural areas across South Oxfordshire and Vale
of White Horse.

Applications are available for up to £75,00 in grant funding with
projects contributing to one or more of the following priorities –
increasing farm productivity; supporting micro and small
businesses and farm diversification; boosting rural tourism;
providing essential rural services; providing cultural and heritage
activities; increasing forestry productivity.

GO Active Gold is encouraging over 55’s/over60’s to the
widening range of physical activities being organised and since
launching in 2016 the scheme has reached over 1,500 people
across 48 southern Oxfordshire communities.

The Oxfordshire Local Area Group is particularly keen to see
applications that will revive local waterways, support local food
markets, create vibrant villages, or unlock the potential of
woodlands.

Walking Football is becoming more popular for the over-55’s and
GO Active would like to see teams formed within our Ward –
Blewbury, Chilton, Harwell and Upton.

The Oxfordshire LEADER Programme is open until March 2019.
Anyone with a viable idea is being urged to contact Oxfordshire
LEADER Programme Manager, Sophie Milton by calling 01235
422245 or via oxfordshire.leader@southandvale.gov.uk

Sports facilities for the over-55’s and over 60’s:

For further information please contact GO Active Gold team on
01235 540379 or e-mail goactivegoldvale@southandvale.gov.uk

Chairman’s Awards for Volunteers and Achievers in the
Vale:

Didcot Garden Town proposed delivery plan and
consultation:

Full details will be announced in the coming weeks but please
start considering the names of those people of any age in our
Ward who you feel should be worthy of an award for their efforts
and achievements within the community.

Have you submitted your views to the consultation which is
scheduled to expire on 31 July 2017?
Community Grants 2017/18:

The date for the awards presentation will be Saturday, 4th
November 2017 in The Beacon, Wantage

The Vale is offering two grant schemes starting August with
£175,000 available to support the local community.

Reg Waite - reg.waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and
Janet Shelley - janet.shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Capital Grants – if you have a capital project that will improve or
create a new asset for the community, you can apply for a
minimum of £1,000 and up to 50% of the project cost.

District Councillors for Blewbury & Harwell Ward

New Homes Bonus (NHB) Grants – these are grants to fund
capital or revenue projects.
These two community grant schemes open on 20 August and
will run until 15 October for people to apply.
Workshops to give guidance on the grants and help people to
apply for them will be offered 4 – 6 pm on 8 August in Abingdon,
10 August in Faringdon and 15 August in Wantage.
You can book a place on an advice session by calling the district
council on 01235 422644 or by emailing
grants@southandvale.gov.uk Places are limited with two
people per organisation allowed to attend a workshop.
There is also Festival Grants – this scheme offers up to £1,000
towards the cost of local festivals or events, attracting lots of
community support, taking place in the district and are open until
the Vale’s budget is spent or 1 March each year.
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HARWELL SCOUT GROUP
Since the last update
our Beavers group have
been working hard on
their challenge badge
elements and
completed a sleep over
to earn a Night’s away
badge.

Currently the Explorers section is looking forward to a two week
trip around Europe visiting Switzerland, Italy, Croatia and
Austria.
We would like to thank you for you continued support of the
Scouts at the all the events this year. It has allowed us to
purchase new Vango Force 10 tents and improve the catering
equipment which all helps towards making the camp experience
more rewarding and enjoyable.

Thirty of our Scouts (10 – 14) attended the Oxfordshire county
Aqua Camp annual event offering a wide array of water sports,
the Explorers (14-18) also supported this event by assisting in
delivering the program to 350 Scouts from across Oxfordshire.

The group continues to flourish with 160 youth members divided
into age related sections The Qualifying age to Join Beavers
(Boys and Girls) is 5¾. Those interested with younger children
should also get in touch to be put on our Waiting list. See
http://harwellscouts.org.uk/.

By the time you read this 25 Scouts will have spent 6 nights
under canvas in Nottinghamshire on their Scout Summer Camp
and enjoyed activities like paddle boarding, Segway and laser
Quest.

We are always seeking more adult support, should you be new
to the community and have time to give Local Scouting please
get in touch either by calling Brian on 07736 691426 or mailing
gsl@harwellscouting.org.uk

Plastic bags can now be used to line food waste bins
Residents in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse can
now use plastic bags to line their food waste bins and caddies.

Any bags used as liners will be removed at the processing plant
and sent to an Energy Recovery Facility to be turned into energy.

Food waste is collected every week and taken to Agrivert’s
anaerobic digestion plant near Wallingford to be recycled into
gas for electricity and fertiliser for local farmland.

The Vale wants to make recycling as easy as possible for our
residents, so we very much welcome the extra option of using
plastic bags as caddy liners.

The processing plant is now able to accept thin plastic bags,
such as carrier bags, bread bags, paper wrappings, or normal
pedal bin liners. Residents can also continue to use compostable
bags or newspapers to line their caddies and bins, or put food
straight in without any liner.

We are one of the top recyclers in the country, but we still throw
away a significant amount of food waste, with a recent review
showing that around 30 per cent of the waste put out in the grey
rubbish bins was food waste that could have been recycled. We
would like to encourage everyone to use their food waste bins
and thank all those that already do – it makes a real difference.”
All cooked and uncooked food can be put into food waste bins.
Residents are advised that plastic retail packaging, or anything
other than food waste, should not be put in. For example, bacon
should be removed from its plastic packet and fruit taken out of
punnets.
During 2016/17, 10,024 tonnes of food waste was collected and
sent for recycling in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse.
For further information about food waste recycling and other
household waste and recycling collections, see the councils’
websites: www.southoxon.gov.uk/waste and
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/waste or call 03000 610610.
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Harwell Gardeners' Club
The last Summer garden visit is on the evening of Monday
August 7th when we will visit Spring Pond, Laverstoke,
Whitchurch. To join this trip please contact Ruth Alexander tel.
01235 835359.

Produce Show Saturday 9th September, Harwell School
The schedule is now available at Bob’s or you can get an
electronic copy by emailing Dave Drummond, dave.drummond
@ hotmail.co.uk – entries should be made by Tuesday 5th
September. Enquiries / entries to Janice Markey on 01235
832802 or email jvmarkey @ googlemail.com.

Meetings resume on Monday 4th September when we will have
a talk by Ann Dawson about “Opening your Garden for the
National Garden Scheme”. The competition is a “Photo of a
Yellow Book Garden”.

There are lots of classes even if your veg. and flowers are
suffering due to the weather! Get a schedule and try the Craft,
Domestic, Photography, Floral Art or Painting classes. The
Photography classes should test your imagination, they include
“Something Frightening!”, “My Best Friend”, Light & Dark” and
“Shoes Shoes”! There are Children’s classes for ages 4 to
14. And even if you haven’t entered, come along at 3pm and
see the show – teas available.

Note venue - meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Poppies Tea Room,
The Harwellian (RBL), Westfield. Visitors always welcome, as is
anyone wishing to join the Harwell Gardeners' Club.
Contact Dave Drummond, Tel 821615 or Dave.Drummond @
Hotmail.co.uk

Harwell Feast 2017 – A big thank you!

This year the Feast was pleased to be able to provide the
marquee facility to HHYFC football club and the Harwellian club
for their events during the weekend.
The Feast expenses were higher this year, and income lower
than last year. Although the surplus available for grants is a little
less this year, the Feast Committee invites applications for
funding from Harwell Village organisations, clubs, and others
whose activities substantially benefit the residents of Harwell
Village. Please write a brief note explaining your request with
detailed costings to enable the Committee to make an informed
decision. Applications must be received by 31st August 2017, by
email (preferred option) to info@harwellfeast.com or by post to
Harwell Feast Committee, c/o 40 Sinodun Road, Didcot, Oxon
OX11 8HN. As money available for distribution is limited, the
Committee is likely to look more favourably on those who have
taken an active part in raising the funds.

This year’s Feast was brought to a slightly premature end for
some by the heavy shower at about 4pm, but before that
proceedings were enjoyed by the many who attended. If you
were a visitor, the Committee hopes you found the stalls and
attractions of interest; and if you helped (on the day or before),
the Feast Committee would like to thank you, whether you gave
a whole day or just an hour, your support is much appreciated –
there’s always a need for extra help. If you can contribute to next
year’s event please contact us – details below (yes, we are
already planning for May 2018!).

Looking ahead, the annual Village Quiz will be held in the
Village Hall on Friday 24th November, so make a note of the
date; further details will be available nearer the time.

The Feast Committee would also like to offer a big thank you to
the local farmers who support the Feast year on year with their
tractors and trailers, to the drivers, organised by David Mobbs,
and to Janice Markey for her continued organisation of the
parade. Several village groups provided much-needed and
reliable support – the Harwell Scouts and Explorers who directed
the parking, the Harwell and Hendred Youth Football Club who
manned the entrances, and the volunteers from St Matthew’s
Church who ran the barbecue. The printing of the programme
was managed by Stuart Morris, who once again did a rapid and
excellent job in spite of the difficulties we put in his way!

Harwell Feast Organisers: Patricia Cooke, Karen Cruddis,
Eamonn Gaspar, Sarah Hopgood, Susan Lambert, Janice
Markey, Sharon Palmer, Martin Ricketts, Philip Roberts, Peter
Shields and Reg Waite.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION HARWELL BRANCH AWARDS
A number of Harwell Branch members have been given awards
during the last year in appreciation of their service to the Legion:

President in 1989 and continues to give sound advice and
encouragement to the Branch Officers and Committee.

Branch Vice President Brain Mulford has been awarded a
Gold Badge. This one of the highest awards given by the Legion
and is approved by the National Chairman.

Branch Certificates were awarded last year to Peter Davies,
Simon Haycox and Peter Cox by the Harwell Branch Committee
in recognition of their years of service.

It is in recognition of over 40 years of dedicated service as an
Officer of the Harwell Branch. This includes many years of
service as Treasurer of the Branch and both Treasurer and
Chairman of the Service (Welfare) Committee. He has been
tirelessly involved in the Poppy Appeal. He has also served as
Club Treasurer and Chairman. He was appointed Branch Vice

Harwell Branch congratulates all the recipients on their awards;
they are all excellent exponents of the Legion motto “Service not
Self”.
Peter Cox
Harwell RBL Branch Secretary

Reg Waite elected as Chairman of the Vale of White Horse District Council
Reg Waite, our local District
Councillor for the past 10 years,
was elected Chairman of the Vale at
the Council Meeting in May.

more children to be transferred from one hospital to another to
the intensive specialist care they need.
The Alzheimer’s Society:

One of his major tasks on taking up
this post was the selection of two
worthy charities and after much
consideration of the numerous
charities at all levels Reg decided to
support and undertake fundraising
for the Children’s Air Ambulance
and Alzheimer’s Society.

People of all ages suffering from the range
of dementia is increasing at a rate of knots
and it is estimated that deaths will exceed
those from cancer and heart within the
next 10 years.
The number suffering in the Vale is very
high and family members, relatives and
friends required to undertake caring duties in this district is of
course increasing too. The majority of carers live through
emotionally draining times.

The Children’s Air Ambulance:

Recent figures indicate 800,000 British people are currently living
with the disease but is expected to escalate to 1.2 million by
2040.

When a child is fighting for their
life, the speed at which they
receive treatment is vital.
When every second counts this
can be a matter of life and
death.

Reg comments, “Both charities rely on voluntary donations from
the public through fundraising and other activities. To this end I
am organising a range of fund raising events in the Vale during
the coming months and I do hope that residents throughout the
Vale, but particularly in our Blewbury & Harwell Ward, will wish to
assist me to increase the awareness of the local support and
financial help these two charities need. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if you would like to discuss matters further.”

There are more than 6,000 cases each year for critically ill
children, mainly babies, but the service has only been able to
transfer around 2,000 children each year.

“I will be producing a personal Children’s Air Ambulance and
Alzheimer’s Society Newletter to keep you up to date shortly.”

Two new air ambulance helicopters have been ordered and one
will be based at Oxford Airport in Kidlington. This will enable far

8

The Harwell News

issue 205

9

The Harwell News

issue 205

10

The Harwell News

issue 205

11

The Harwell News

issue 205

12

The Harwell News

issue 205

News from Harwell Primary School
Some of you will know, on May 23rd
and 24th we were subject to an
Ofsted inspection. We'd like to
thank everyone who passed us
messages of support - both during
and following the inspection.

Ofsted also recognised the strong ethos that we work hard to
foster within the school. ‘Pupils behave and cooperate with each
other well. This reflects the school’s strong values and the
inclusive ethos that underpins pupils’ good spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development.’
Obviously, we will keep challenging ourselves and pupils to
make even greater progress. Within the context of their 'Good'
judgement Ofsted have helpfully identified some areas on which
to focus:

I’d like to share with you the result
of the inspection. Ofsted have
judged the school as 'Good' - both overall and in all areas:

●
●

Overall judgement

Good

Effectiveness of leadership and management

Good

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

Outcomes for pupils

Good

Early years provision

Good

Governors will be working closely with staff to ensure these
recommendations are included within the strategic plans for the
school. The report identified leaders' strategic planning as a
strength which has secured rapid improvement; therefore, you
will not be surprised to know that governors discussed this
further at their meeting in July.
I'm sure you will join me in congratulating all the staff of the
school on the inspection outcome and thanking them for their
ongoing commitment to ensuring we provide the best education
we can for all our pupils.
We are looking forward to welcoming all our new children in
September and wish all our Year 6 pupils every success as they
move on to their new schools and the next phase in their
education journey. They have been a treemendous group of
children and we look forward to welcoming them back on work
experience or simply to say hello.

As you might imagine, we are pleased with the inspection
outcome. Ofsted inspectors identified significant and rapid
improvements since our last inspection and their report highlights
so many positive aspects to our school. There is clearly much for
staff, pupils, governors, parents and all others involved with the
school community to be proud of.

It has been a very busy, exciting and successful year at Harwell
school and I hope all our pupils and staff have a restful and
happy summer returning to school refreshed in September.

In particular we're pleased that Ofsted noted the commitment of
the leadership team (which includes the Governors, Head and
Senior Leadership Team) to a 'shared ambition that all pupils
receive a high-quality education'. They also recognised the hard
work that the staff and governors have undertaken to improve
the educational outcomes for all children so that:
●
●
●

ensuring we always intervene where pupils may have
not understood, and
ensuring the same high expectations for the quality of
work produced by our pupils in English, mathematics
and science are reflected in other cross-curricular work.

Many of your children will have been taught by Sarah Goodall
when they were in our Foundation class and have fond
memories of her as their first teacher. After 24 years teaching at
the school, Sarah has decided to retire. I would like to thank
Sarah for all she has given to the school and I know that you will
all join me, my staff, governors and the current pupils at the
school in wishing her a long, happy and healthy retirement.

pupils are making at least good progress from their
starting points;
most pupils, including disadvantaged pupils, make rapid
progress in reading from their starting points;
pupils who have special educational needs and/or
disabilities are supported effectively. Skilled staff ensure
that this group of pupils achieve well.

With warm regards
Bryn Gibson
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News from the W.I.
I guess now it is too hot for some of
us and we desperately need rain
but we shouldn’t complain!!

and pastries. The numbers are increasing weekly. Call in and say
‘Hello’. The ‘Knitters & Natters’, are meeting every Monday at
7.30pm in The Hart. Come and chat and knit as well, no
experience necessary!

The WI took part as usual in the
Float Parade at the Harwell Feast, with the title ‘Fifty Shades of
Green’ depicting Green Super Heroes. Great fun was had by all
and the cake stall sold out as usual before the end of the day.

Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the second
Wednesday of the month [excluding August] at 7.30pm now in
the ‘Cherry’ Village Hall. For more information about joining us or
about any of the above activities, contact our Secretary, Penny
Marsh, on 01235 835430 or email: wi@harwellwi.org.

The 14 June, meeting was entitled ‘Waves of Gravity’ and Justin
Greenhalgh talked about what it’s like to work on a scientific
breakthrough. This was fascinating and was put over in a very
understandable way for those of us who are not of a scientific
persuasion!
On 12 July, Jane Stubbs talked about ‘Victorian Women’s Lives’
involving corsets, crinolines and mangles! This was hilarious and
I believe most of us are extremely pleased that we live today and
not in Victorian times.
On 19 July, there was a group meal at The Hart of Harwell. Good
food and good company!
20 July, a group went to ‘Great Expectations’ performed by The
Blewbury Players in Blewbury, and on 27 July there was a visit to
Magdalen College in Oxford.
As always there is NO MEETING in AUGUST, but there will
however be a Goring Walk and Treasure Hunt Thursday 10
August meeting at the Village Hall at 1.30pm, for 2pm at Goring.
Further details from our Sec. Penny on wi@harwellwi.org.
Just a reminder that the Village Produce Show is on Saturday 09
September and schedules are available from Bob the Butcher.
Summer nearly over, our next meeting will be 13 September is
entitled ‘Circle Dance’ with Lilly Sell-Dunkley – who know what that
is all about, come and see! On Saturday 23 September, there is
a visit to Newbury Races, further details from Joyce Doughty.
11 October is ‘Paper Cutting’ with Christine Green and on 17
October Harwell WI are hosting the Group Meeting in the Village
Hall with speaker Nick R Thomas who is a BBC Comedy Writer.
There are also plans for an Afternoon Tea and Sale in October,
details to be confirmed.
The new programme is well under way so come and join us in the
fabulous new Harwell Village Hall. There are theatre trips, boat
trips and walks, as and when available, which are notified at our
regular monthly meetings. There are also many other outings
organised by Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and these are
advertised in our monthly newsletter, News & Views. Most outings
can be attended by both Members and friends and booked via
Linda, our Club Treasurer.
Not only WI Members, but everyone is welcome to meet at The
Hart of Harwell at 10.30am every Wednesday morning for coffee
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D-DAY SERVICE AT THE RAF HARWELL
MEMORIAL STONE 3rd JUNE 2017

Auditions for a Village Pantomime
‘Sleeping Beauty’ to be staged 26th-28th
January 2018 will be held on Sunday 17th
September 2.30-4.00 p.m. Needed:Actors, Singers, Chorus, Stage Hands,
Scenery Painters, Hair & Make-Up Parts
for children 5 years+ and adults You
must be available on Sunday afternoons
for weekly rehearsals. All proceeds to
Harwell Village Hall Funds

The annual D-Day Service held at the Harwell Stone was once
again well attended by local dignitaries, veterans and youth
groups and local residents.
It was organised again by the Harwell Branch of the Royal British
Legion and Duncan Rogers of Harwell Campus with the support
of Harwell and Chilton Churches.
Once again, the parade saw the welcome attendance of
representatives from organisations and business on the Harwell
Campus and British Legion Branches and Veterans
organisations across Oxfordshire and Berkshire.
Vale of the White Horse Disctrict Council Chair, Mr Reg Waite,
laid the first of 21 wreaths, joined by a number of Veterans
Associations including the Parachute Regiment Association,
Glider Pilot’s Regimental Society with 14 Standards also on
parade, including three from Chilton Scouts.

Director: Janet Spence,

21 wreaths were laid, which included; the Mayor of Didcot, and
representatives of the Chilton and Harwell Parishes, and
Businesses on the Harwell Campus included, Diamond Light
Source, Medical Research Council, Harwell Campus, Public
Health England, Civil Nuclear Constabulary and the Science and
Technology Faculties Council.

Producer: Janice Markey
Oxfordshire Historic Church Trust Annual Ride
and Stride sponsored event to raise essential
funds to repair, restore and improve the county’s
churches. This year’s event takes place on 9th
September

Didcot SquadronAir Training Corps formed a Guard of Honour
for the service with the pupils from Chilton School also taking
part in proceedings by laying poppies and wooden crosses.
The Service was conducted by Rev. Pam Rolls with the Last
Post was sounded by Tony Hughes with Mr John McFarlaneHorgan accompanying the Parade’s proceedings on the
bagpipes.

Thanks to over 500 participants we raised
£115,000 last year but that isn’t enough to help our
churches and communities in need. Why not take
the challenge and help us to reach our 2017 target
of £140,000. Over 500 churches in the county will
open their doors to participants between 10am and
6pm. Age is no excuse, our youngest participant
last year was just a few months old and our eldest
ninety-one!

This year also saw the RBL Riders Branch in attendance, a
welcome sight with their bikes gleaming in the evening sun.
A collection was made for the Poppy Appeal which totalled
£80.58.
Thank you to all who turned up, particularly to those Veterans
groups with regimental connections to D-Day, the Glider Pilots
Regiment Association, Parachute Regiment Association, Royal
Air Force Association and Airbourne Forces Association and to
the various and numerous on site Harwell Campus organisations
and business representatives who attended.
Thanks, are also due to Duncan Rogers of Harwell Campus for
the site preparation and management, printing a significant
number of service sheets and granting permission and access to
hold the event.

For more information please go to
https://ohct.org.uk/news/ride-stride-support-andadmire/
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The inscription on the stone reads:
"THIS STONE MARKS THE END OF THE RUNWAY FROM
WHICH AIRCRAFT OF No. 38 GROUP ROYAL AIR FORCE
TOOK OFF ON THE NIGHT OF 5 JUNE 1944 WITH TROOPS
OF THE 6th AIRBORNE DIVISION WHO WERE AMONG THE
FIRST BRITISH SOLDIERS TO LAND IN NORMANDY ON THE
MAIN ASSAULT FOR THE LIBERATION OF EUROPE"
Peter Davies
Harwell RBL Branch Ceremonial Officer

Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education Centre
Children's Workshop: Wildlife Photography

Children's Workshop: Bushcraft

Thursday 10th August - 10:00am - 12:30pm

Wednesday 30th August - 10:00am - 12:00pm and 1:00pm –
3:00pm

Bring your digital camera, learn from our expert and practice
your wildlife photography skills on our fun and photogenic nature
reserve. Cost £15 per child. For children aged 8+, no younger
accompanying siblings.

Fancy yourself as a real adventurer? Join us a Sutton
Courtenay as we master creating a camp fire, cook a delicious
snack on a fire and try your hand at traditional woodland skills.
Aimed at children ages 7+ years, no younger siblings please.
Cost £4 per child.

Family Fun: Who’s Living at the Bottom of the Garden?

Children’s Workshop: Teddy Bear Takeover

Tuesday 22rd – Thursday 24th August - 10:00am - 3:00pm

Friday 1st September 10:00am – 11:30am and 1:00pm – 2:30pm

Find out what wonderful and interesting creatures make a home
in your garden. Follow the trail to explore the mysterious lives of
the creatures visiting your garden. Then come inside to create
some wild crafts to take home. Activities are aimed at children 411 years. Cost £4 per child.

Bring your teddy along to Sutton Courtenay for a real
adventure! We will creep through the woods looking out for
the wild teddies of Sutton Courtenay and discover how our
teddies would survive in the wild. Activities suitable for preschool children. Cost £4 per child.
For all of our events at Sutton Courtenay BOOKING
ESSENTIAL please head to our website at www.bbowt.org.uk
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Harwell halls are new home for local youth theatre.
Village resident Amy is thrilled to have finally been able move
‘GoboYOOF’ into the renovated village hall complex. She's been
running the youth theatre around various local village halls for
the past few years, changing to new places as the group has
grown, waiting for the renovation to be complete. "I'm so happy
to now be able to settle the group in the Harwell Village Halls,
not only because it’s where I live, but also because it’s such a
great facility now”. Amy has also been working with the
committee of the halls to help turn Orchard Hall into more a
theatrical venue when needed. “The trustees have purchased a
pipe and drape system to create a backdrop and wings that we
can use for shows and gigs, and we’re in the process of applying
for grants so we can have some great lights – we’d like ones that
are fully operated from the technical box as if you’ve ever been
in there, you’ll know it’s a long way to climb up to adjust them
otherwise!”

applied any workplace, home or social situation. “When I look for
people to take on tour” says Amy, who auditioned around 250
young people for a cast of 5 for Gobo’s first professional show,
“I’m not only looking for the best performer, I’m looking for
someone who can be part of the team, someone who can
support others, who can help in any area, who can be the face of
the organisation, and many other qualities, just like all other
interviewers out there. All businesses need these so-called soft
skills but very few people have them. I believe theatre can teach
them, no matter what you want to do with your life.”
The other thing that is unique about Gobo is its pricing. At £204 a
term (for twelve 2½ hour sessions), it’s already cheaper than
many youth theatres out there, but if your household income is
below £40,000 you have the option of applying for one if their
subsidies, where they support a youngster. You could find
yourself paying as little as £60 a term. “The arts should be
available to all, not only those who can afford it” is one of their
mottos. The sessions run on Saturday mornings during term
time, from 10am until 12:30 and there are three age groups; 6-12
and 12-21, as well as a new one for 5-6 year olds which will only
run until 11:15am. There’s a show at the end of the year every
July in order to give a focus to the techniques and skills learnt all
year round.

Gobo Theatre Foundation is a charity that Amy and others set up
in 2010 to help mentor and support young people in the
theatrical arts with a focus on those who cannot usually afford to
be involved in such things. This was initially for those 16-25 just
starting their careers, but the youth theatre soon followed.
GoboYOOF is for anyone aged 5-21; they do acting, singing and
dancing but also incorporate ‘stagecraft’ – making the props and
costumes. “We like to involve the participants in other aspects so
everyone knows it’s not just about the ‘stars’ – plus they have a
blast doing it!” Gobo believes being part of a theatre production
can help young people learn ways to improve skills like problemsolving, creativity, team work and confidence, which can be

So if you have an enthusiastic young person in your household,
and think this is something they would like to be part of, please
contact Gobo at info@gobotheatre.co.uk – equally, if you feel
you could help fund a student to take part, they would be grateful
if you got in touch.

Big Ginger Tom Music
"Having just retired, Duncan Chappell has started up Big Ginger Tom Music (www.biggingertommusic.co.uk) in order that he
can have the indulgence of organising his own events in the South Oxfordshire area. He has received much encouragement
and support from his wife Vanessa. The first event is on August 24th in Harwell Village Hall with Gilmore & Roberts agreeing to
come down for their Towersey Festival weekend a day early, support is from Charlie Law who recently supported Kitty
Macfarlane. Another event will be on November 22nd in the Harwellian with Harri Endersby and the White Horse Whisperers
on the same bill. Duncan and Vanessa look forward to welcoming you to a Big Ginger Tom Music event soon!”
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High-speed Broadband Arrives in Harwell!
As part of the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme, a
fibre-enabled cabinet is now live and ready to take orders in
Harwell.

There is a list of ISPs on the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire
website:
http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk/cms/content/broad
band-providers

This means that 135 residents and businesses in the parish will
be able to request an upgrade to fibre-enabled broadband from a
range of Internet Service Providers (ISPs). In most cases, this
means that residents can select a product offering download
speeds above 24Mbps following infrastructure upgrades made via
the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme.

If you contact an ISP, please state that you wish to order ‘fibreenabled / superfast broadband,’ otherwise they may offer you a
slower broadband service. Your chosen ISP should be able to
offer any technical assistance to access fibre-enabled / superfast
broadband.

The aim of the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme is to
provide access to fibre-enabled broadband where this is not
commercially viable without public sector investment.

There is also an Availability Checker on the Better Broadband for
Oxfordshire website that you can use to compare packages:
http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk

The cabinet in the following location is now sporting a large sticker
declaring, ‘Fibre broadband is here.’ This indicates that the
cabinet is live and ready to take customer orders.

It is also important to note, that not all premises within a postcode
area will necessarily be able to order superfast speeds (above
24Mbps). Premises will be able to access a range of speeds –
some will get superfast broadband and others will be able to get
anywhere between 2Mbps and 24Mbps, depending on distance
from the cabinet.

Rowstock Cabinet 4:
•
•

Located on: Curie Avenue, Harwell, Oxford, Didcot, OX11
0QQ
Went live: 30/06/17
Rowstock Cabinet 4:
Serves 10 postcodes
OX11
0PD
OX11
0PE

OX11
0PT
OX11
0PY

OX11
0QG
OX11
0QH

OX11
0QQ
OX11
0QT

OX11
0RG
OX11
0RH

Volunteer for Oxfordshire’s WaterBlitz
Volunteers needed for one day only! Schools, local groups and
individuals are invited to take part in the county wide water blitz.
Check the water quality of your local stream, pond, ditch or river
and help build a water quality picture for Oxfordshire. For your
free sampling pack register today by
emailing hilary@wildoxfordshire.org.uk subject "Waterblitz" and
join in on Monday 2nd October. EarthWatch have volunteered to
handle the data and map all results on their global water-hub
with the resulting data available to everyone involved.

Please note that improved broadband services are not turned on
automatically. To access fibre-enabled broadband, please contact
your chosen ISP or use comparison sites to find available
packages.

FREE fortnightly Environmental Email Bulletin
For the latest conservation news, evening talks, or an afternoon
of volunteering, plus jobs and training SIGN UP to Wild
Oxfordshire's email bulletin. Just click on their
website www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk
Clare Mowbray
Wild Oxfordshire
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RAF Brize Norton: 80 Years of History
In 1965 the RAF took back control of the base, at which point it
became a Transport Command Airfield before a steady build-up
of personnel and facilities would see it take on a role as the
Strategic Air Transport base for the Royal Air Force. This
effectively set the scene for its use during modern conflict and
the role the base plays on the world stage now. Links with the
USAF were well maintained, however, with the base hosting
several large scale tanker deployments, culminating with a major
deployment supporting the air campaign in Kosovo.

Brize Norton: 80 Years of History is a new exhibition at Soldiers
of Oxfordshire Museum (SOFO) which explores the history of
one of the country’s most famous air bases. The exhibition,
curated by RAF Brize Norton itself, documents the construction
of the base in 1935 through to its use in the present day.
The exhibition includes various items of engineering training kit,
including a section of a Tri Star Control unit which children can
use.

Brize would play a significant part in the Falklands War, moving
personnel, stores and ammunition to the Ascension Islands as
well as recovering casualties and repatriations at the end of the
conflict. The base’s large tanker force was also instrumental
during the Gulf War in 1991.

This includes a look into Brize’s use during WWII as a base for
parachute and glider operations – most famously, Brize
squadrons were involved in dropping paratroops and launching
Horsa gliders on D Day. A reconstruction of a Horsa glider which
visitors can sit inside and learn more about Oxfordshire soldiers’
involvement is also part of SOFO’s permanent displays.
A significant part of the exhibition focuses on stories the Royal
Auxiliary Air Force Squadrons recruited locally and based at RAF
Brize Norton in 1982. Namely, No.4624 (County of Oxford)
Movements Squadron and No. 2624 (County of Oxford)
Regiment Squadron, whose history is told through personal
accounts of members’ experiences.

The exhibits also document the way in which the United States
Airforce (USAF) changed the base when they formally accepted
control of it on 16 April 1951. 21 B36 Convair Peacemaker
bombers were the first US aircraft to arrive at RAF Brize Norton.

Open now, RAF Brize Norton: 80 Years of History runs until
September 2017. SOFO is open Tuesday-Saturday, 10am to
5pm, and Sundays 2pm – 5pm.

Parish Council Footpath Walk
Sunday 17th September @ 2 pm
Meet in the “Front” Village Hall Car
Park
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Other than where stated and in reports of parish
council matters any opinions expressed are not those
of the parish council
Items for the October issue should be sent by Sept 15th
to news@harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High
Street, Tel: 01235 835430
Advertising queries to the clerk
Parish Contact Information
All contact information can also be found on the
parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk
Phone: 01235 820006
Post to: Clerk, Harwell Parish Council, Enborn, Shop
Lane, Leckhampstead, RG20 8QQ
Core office hours, in the pavilion, are 9am to 4pm
Monday
District Councillors
Janet.Shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Reg.Waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Campus Ward: Mike.Murray@causewayland.com
County Councillor:
Mike.Fox-Davies@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
073939 79510
MP Ed Vaizey
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA.
020 7219 6350
dicksonce@parliament.uk
Harwell News edited by Tracey Pearson
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