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Parish Council
There being no August meeting, this report just covers the September meeting. The PC’s publication scheme, detailing
the documents it m akes availabl e to the public, was discussed and it was agreed that in future information should be
available electronically where possible. Documents will be put on the PC’s web site in due course.
Under Lands and Recreation Ground matters it was reported that a dog-walking company was using the Recreation
Ground to exercise up to 6 dogs at a time, and concern was expressed that anyone with such a number of large dogs
might not be able to clear up any mess created. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact any professional dog-walking
firm known to be using the Recreation Ground to check that any mess is being cleared up.
Mr Taylor announced that he has undert aken a weekly inspection of the pavilion, and report ed that all Clubs are so far
leaving the building in a clean and tidy condition. All teams have written thanking the Council for the new goals
storage; some minor problems with the showers had been dealt with. Mr Fisher wished to record a vote of thanks to Mr
Taylor for his work with the football teams.
In reply to a query from the Parish Council, the County Council has said there are currently no funds for provision of
the illuminated speed signs that have appeared recently in neighbouring villages. The PC agreed to pursue the m atter
further.
The Council has received complaints from residents about the footpath to the west of Manor Green. The landowner has
been contact ed, but the land is let; the landowner will pass Council’s letter to tenant for action.
There had been reports of fly-tipping in Barrow Lane. The Vale of White Horse District Council Waste Management
department is concerned that some villagers are dumping household refuse and garden refuse at the end of Barrow Lane
which can be laying about for days before the authorised collection day. He wishes those concerned to be aware that
this is fly-tipping and carries rather hefty penalties.
Reports from County and District
Mr. Colin Lamont, County Councillor, reported that the Sustainable Communities Strategy had been discussed at length
in a Full Council meeting earlier that day. The Government intends to introduce Partnerships in which OCC will have
only a minority membership. This will undermine local democracy as the groups are not to be fully made up of elected
members. Local people will have no s ay in the make-up of the Partnerships, which will have powers to spend public
money independent of OCC, and will not be bound by the Code of Conduct. OCC is very concerned about these
arrangements.
Vale Councillor Mr Reg Waite reported that he had attended a Planning meeting concerned with Chilton Fields and the
Hotel application. The application for 275 homes at Chilton Fields was approved. The Hotel application was also
approved - local residents are to be given the opportunity to join the new recreation facility.
VOWHDC is to introduce half-size brown bins – they will cost £29 per annum, and will be available soon.
Vale Housing Association is to check gardens of its properties following complaints about overgrown trees and rubbish.
Harwell has a large turnover of VHA properties, leading to some being left empty.
Mrs. Turner reported on a meeting with Mr. Gilbert from VOWHDC Planning regarding Section 106 Agreements in
Great Western Park, whereby builders provide additional amenities. The Harwell Parish population could increas e by
60% once GWP is built, and District Councillors feel more facilities are needed urgently, but it was considered unlikely
by the Vale planners that Harwell would receive signi ficant amenity funding. There was some discussion of this and the
PC is to meet the Vale Planners shortly.
The South East Plan EiP report has been published. It recommends that Oxford receives a larger number of houses, but
numbers elsewhere have not been reduced. See the District Councillor’s report over the page for a fuller report.
The next meetings of the Parish Council are on Tuesday 9th October and Tuesday 13th November. Items for the agenda
should be with the Clerk, Mrs. Stephanie Taylor one week before this. Contact the Clerk by email to
accounts@harwellparish.co.uk., on 01235 820006 where messages can be left, or in writing to 1, Wantage Road, OX11
0LJ. Office hours are 9 to 11am Monday to Wednesday.
Mobile Library
This will be outside the Harwell Village Hall on alternate Wednesdays, between 9.15 and 9.40am October 3rd, 17th and
31st, November 14th and 28th, and then at Harwell Business Park Kids Unlimited from 9.50 to 10.10am.
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Gardeners’ Club
Meetings in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
st

Monday October 1 : Speaker Donald Everett on Plants for Dry Gardens. Competition: Autumn Flowers.
Monday November 5th : Flowers for Firework Night – talk and demonstration by Matthew from Fabulous Flowers of
Abingdon. Competition: Winter Berries.
Monday December 3rd : AGM and Christmas Party.
Visitors always welcome; if you like gardening you will enjoy this friendly club. Contacts: Wendy Sinclair on 01235
221008 or Janice Markey on 01235 832802.
Planning matters
Permissions:
HAR/11514/1 Change of use from 1 to 2 dwellings, erection of new dwelling at 52 Westfield.
HAR/18035/1 Demolition of existing dwelling & outbuilding, erection of new dwelling & garage at Trescowe, Didcot
Road.
HAR/19950/1 Erection of single dwelling at Margo, Didcot Road.
HAR/20108 Erection of extension to form bathroom, bedroom & garage at Holloway Cottage, The Holloway
HAR/4808/3 Proposed garage extension & new pitched roof with room in roof space, Harvest Way, Didcot Rd.
HAR/20217 Demolition of existing rear conservatory, erection of new garden room extension at March House,
Townsend.
HAR/7924/1 Change of use from agricultural/grazing land to burial ground at Land adjoining Broad Acres and the
cemetery, The Cleave, for Harwell PC.
New Applications:
HAR/10326/3 Conversion of car port into habitable accommodation at Jasmine Cottage, Didcot Road.
HAR/13273/1 Erection of double garage 20 Jennings L.
Committee members asked that neighbours’ comments be borne in mind by Planners.
HAR/19966/1
Demolition of shed, erection of 2 detached dwellings with garages, improvements to access, provision
of additional parking spaces for Blenheim Terrace & Burr Cottage at Land rear of Blenheim Terrace for Bellwood
Homes Ltd.
The Parish Council felt that though some minor changes have been made to these plans, original objections to this
application still applied, ie no apparent widening of access, overlooking existing houses. There is to be an Appeal by the
developers against the decision to refuse planning consent for the original application. Comments by 2 October 2007.
The PC has yet to review the following:
HAR/13118 Ground and 1st floor extension at Willow Tree Cottage, Barrow Lane.
HAR/20270 Ext. & alterations Craig View, Reading Rd.
HAR/20272 Ground Floor extension and loft conversion at Hill View Church Lane.
From your District Councillors:
Up-to-date record of clubs and societies
Just how many clubs, societies, charities and organ-isations do we really have here in Harwell? It is thought this
exceeds forty! Or is it even 50!!?
To enable us to bring details up to date and perhaps introduce a leaflet which would be readily available, it would be
appreciated i f all secretaries and organ-is ers would kindly send the following details to Reg Waite and/or Colin Lamont
as soon as possible.
Name of club/organisation:
Name and address of contact:
Telephone number:
e-mail address and Web-site:
Brief details of your club/organisation:
Also please indicate if you have vacancies and/or waiting list.
Reg and Colin can be contacted by e-mail on reg@regwaite.co.uk, colin.lamont@oxfordshire.gov.uk
or 7 Hengest Gate and 2 The Old School, School Lane.
Rubbish!
One of UK's leading insurance companies recommends none of us leave any packaging outside our homes after
purchasing a new television, computer or any other valuable acquisition since this can provide a first class
advertisement to prospective burglars visiting our area.
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It is suggested the packaging and boxes are disposed of in Drayton or placed outside our homes on the day of collection.
Quite a number of us take advantage of the brown bins for the collection of our garden waste which following
collection goes for recycling but for some residents this is really too large. Well, we have some good news for you
becaus e the Vale will be introducing an additional bin in a few weeks. This will be a smaller one, just half the size of
the brown bin in fact and further details will be available in the next issue of Vale Views.
Green bags currently in use will be phased out but it does mean that no more garden waste will be dumped in the
landfill.

FUN CLUB NEWS
Fun Club is the village baby and toddler group. We meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday mornings in term time 9.3011.30am. All parents and carers of babies and toddlers (ie 0-5s), as well as mums-to-be, are most welcome. Just to
make it clear, we do also welcome men – some dads do actually come regularly. The cost per session is just £1 per
family, including refreshments, regardless of the number of children. Your first visit is free.
On Tuesday 16 October a photographer will be visiting Fun Club to take pictures of the children just in time for those
family Christmas presents, and on 30 October we shall be having a Halloween fancy dress party.
Our next Nearly New Sale will be on Saturday 3 Nov 10am-12pm at the village hall. All the stalls for sellers have been
allocated (plus there is a reserve list). However, we can also sell a small-ish number of items for you on 1/3rd
commission. If anyone would like to get in to the sale before the rest of the public, you can do so by volunteering to
help before, during or aft er the sale. Contact Jane on 22 10 30 or at woolleydavid02@hotmail.com.
We have a wonderful group of volunteers who take care of the refreshments for both children and adults each week and
would welcome anyone who would like to join the group. You would need to give up an hour of your time once a
month on a Tuesday morning. For more information please contact Nickie Dunphy on 832963 or
nickie.dunphy@gmail.com

At the time of writing the scaffolding is being taken down and the work on the tower is virtually complete. It
should be possible to resume bell-ringing in October. We have taken advantage of the scaffolding to paint
the clock face – it may be another fifty years before easy access is possible again! Unfortunately the clock
will have to be completely reset because its hands were moved by some intruders onto the scaffolding in
early August. It seems that they were not content just with a bit of illicit bravado.
Fundraising so far now stands at just over £53,000 towards the target of £60,000, leaving us with £7,000 still
to find. We shall continue our fundraising efforts, possibly organising a few more events, but obviously
donations are still very much welcome – information is still available in the church. If you would like to help by
purchasing a Tower Appeal mug at £3.95 please contact Tim or Liz Roberts tel: 834295.
For more information about the tower project in general contact Tony Hughes tel: 835301
This may be the last update, so I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone who has helped us to
get near the finishing line, whether through active participation in the work, through contributing to the
Appeal, through praying for its success or in any other way.
Tony Hughes
Chairman St. Matthew’s PCC Buildings Committee
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Harwell Feast Committee
We would like to thank everyone who helped us to raise some rescue funds at the village fête in August. Despite the
fact that it rained all aft ernoon lots of our village organisations cheerfully ran stalls and other events and so many
villagers came along to support us and spend their pennies. We are delighted to report that we raised £1,233 at the fête,
which has enabled us to pay off all our outstanding debts from the disastrous Feast Day and get the fund going for
Harwell Feast 2008. Thank-you for your support from the Feast Committee.

Bagg’s Tree Buskers, now in their 10th year, enlivened the fête
Best Dog in Show
Tinker owned by Mat Webb

Forthcoming Events
To further boost our funds for
next year we are organizing three
events between now and Feast
Day:
Fashion Show 16th November
Harwell School Hall 7.30 for 8pm
Clothing ethically sourced
Tickets £5 includes glass or wine.
Wanted – Female models to
parade the clothes; if you are
interested let Janice know –
832802.

Village Quiz
Saturday 24th November 7.30pm
Harwell Village Hall
Tickets £3-50 adults, £2-50 under
18s. Teams of up to 6 people;
book by calling Janice on 832802
All ages welcome.

Christmas Craft & Beauty Fair
28th October - 11am - 3pm
Steventon Village Hall
Over 40 different craft and beauty stalls,
demonstrations and competitions
Supporting Oxford Young Diabetes Group
Further Christmas Craft Fairs on
25th Nov John Mason School
2nd Dec Abingdon Football Club, Northcourt Road
For more info contact justpeachy@btinternet.com
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W.I. News
W.I. members have enjoyed some stimulating, creative and informative talks at meetings over the summer. We had a
great time trying our hand at Raku Pottery.
If you happened to go past the village hall on that evening you may have wondered what a group of apparent
pyromaniacs was doing plunging red hot pots into sawdust! That is how we managed to get some dramatic glaze effects
on a piece of pottery that we took home afterwards.
In July we learned all about scrap-booking. At the end of the evening we went away determined to turn out all those
old wallets of photographs and memorabilia and to use the ideas we had been given to present them in albums.
Without commenting on the weather in the ‘summer’, suffice it to say that the W.I. Human Fruit Machine’ at the
Village Fete brought some brightness to yet another damp event, designed to make up for some of the loss from the
Feast:

The Dutch Masters was the title of the September meeting. Our speaker used two screens to bring to life some
wonderful paintings and make us all feel like expert art critics. Now our autumn season is underway and we have more
goodies to look forward to:
In October we will hear ‘The True Story of the Bridge on the River Kwai’. We always welcome visitors to meetings
but we thought men might be particularly interested in this topic so do come along! We definitely do not comply with
the old Jam and Jerusalem image!
We have a pre Christmas outing organised to Miele in Abingdon. We are promised an update on cooking appliances,
cookery demonstration and then tea.
We are pleased to welcome back, by popular request, Betty Page to entertain us in December. She was hilarious with
her topical monologues previously.
Recently I came across this generalised statement about what benefits members feel they get from the W.I.
‘The W.I. offers opportunities for all women to enjoy friendship, to learn, to widen their horizons and together to
influence national and international affairs’
I think one could safely say that our village institute offers all of this in a relaxed up to date way. Do come along and
see for yoursel f – October is a good month as you get free membership for the rest of the year i f you wish to join! Do
look at our new web page for more inspiration – wi.harwellvillage.info
Joyce Doughty - Press secretary
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Produce S how
We had well over 500 entries; those for fruit and vegetables were down due to the weather but flowers and domestic
were up. 52 people entered 453 entries, Harwell School entered 84 and Little Pippins Play Group entered 27 making it a
record number altogether. The Little Pippins give their results elsewhere. Thanks to all those who made it such a good
show,
Adele Harris, Show Secretary
The David Dewey Memorial Shield
Susan Quinton
Member of Gardeners Club Most points in all Classes.
Harwell Produce Show Shield
Most points in all Classes

Susan Quinton

The Harwell Rose Bowl
Adrian Sessions
Most points in Horticultural Classes
The Chairman’s Trophy
Most points in Flower Classes

Adrian Sessions

The Rowstock Orchard Trophy
Most points in Fruit Classes

Sylvia Bainbridge

The Floral Art trophy
Most points in Floral Art

Debra Davies

The Novices Trophy
Sara Lee
Novice with most points in all classes
The Vegetable Trophy
Most points in Vegetable Classes

Mike Kerswell

The Domestic Cup
Most points in Domestic Classes

Martin Ricketts

Young Persons Challenge Cup
Under 15 most points

Katie Laing

The Handicraft Trophy
Lyn Nickerson
Most points in Handicraft Classes
The Laurie Chumbley Photographic Trophy M. Ricketts
The Mary Turner Salver
Sylvia Bainbridge
WI member with most points in all Classes
Childrens Classes
Plant grown from seed
Adam Tankard
Potato Print
Jamie Cockburn
Face on a Plate
Oliver Pickles
Posy of Flowers
Gemma Tankard
Animal made from Pine Cone Polly-Mirran Cockburn
Jam Tarts
Katie Laing
Model Made from a Kit Adam Tankard
Model made from Junk
Katie Laing
Room in a Box
Helen Hobin
Textile Item
Eleanor Barry
Computer generated Picture Gemma Tankard
Flap Jack
Katie Laing
My Favourite Snap
Helen Hobin
Draw & colour a Picture Sarah Hobin
Any Painting
Polly- Mirran Cockburn
Vegetabl es in a Basket
Harwell School
Thanks to Janice Markey and Fiona Tankard for the photos.
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Katie Laing won the Young Persons Challenge Cup

Susan Quinton had most points in all classes

Martin Ricketts won Photographic and Domestic Cups

October 2007
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Harwell School Results
Face on a Plate
Greeting Card
Computer Year 3
Computer Year 4
Handwriting
Potato Print
Animal made of Cones
Handwriting

Sophie Foster
Jess Brady
Zoe Surman
Richard Woolley
Amy Ireson
Chessie Stanchus
Kieran Hall & Oliver Passau
Becky Shrimpton
Alicia Dickins
Computer Generat ed Picture Merry Davies
Joshua Neal
Gemma Tankard

A4 Personalised
Photo Calendars
for 2008
An ideal Christmas present for family and friends.
Create a year of your
favourite photos with a customised photo calendar made from 13 of your own
photos/digital images. Cost £5.00 per calendar.
Please email littlepippins@art-sally.net for details and an order form. Orders
must be made by 31st October for delivery last week November.
All profits will go towards the Little Pippins Pre-School’s new building fund.

News from Keep Harwell Rural
When I last wrote in March this year it was about the session on ‘Central Oxfordshire’ at the Examination in Public
(EiP) into the South East Plan, held in Reading on 28th February. The Inspectors’ Report from the EiP was expected in
July, but was not published until the end of August. Its conclusions on Central Oxfordshire have been covered in the
local press and TV news. The main ones of relevance to us are
 4,500 extra houses confirmed to be built around Didcot by 2026 (in addition to the 3,300 planned between Harwell
and Didcot by 2012);
 Oxford green belt to be built on to provide more houses near Oxford itself;
 Harwell by-pass recommended, but only of High Street: traffi c would still be routed onto the A417 (Reading
Road).
The Inspectors recommend higher housing levels than were in the draft SE Plan across the whole Region, so it is
perhaps not surprising that they have seen fit to endorse the plans for Didcot despite the strong reservations aired at the
EiP. They have taken the points about the need to focus more housing at Oxford, but have done this by adding it to the
plans for Didcot.
The Report can be downloaded from: http://www.gose.gov.uk/gose/planning/regionalPlanning
It leaves us in Harwell with two major issues (i) exactly where around Didcot 4,500 more houses will be put between
now and 2026; (ii) what would be the most effective route for a new road to provide (possibly with other functions) a
bypass to Harwell.
Keep Harwell Rural would welcome som e new committee members to join us in our work to influence the planning
authorities on these matters. We meet as necessary, but usually around every 6-8 weeks in the evening. From time to
time we conduct campaigns to persuade villagers to give their views to the local authorities on planning matters such as
the expansion of Didcot, and prepare documents to submit to public inquiries. If you would like to volunteer please
contact me on 835301, or Antony.Hughes1@btinternet.com
Tony Hughes
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Fireworks evening

Presented by
Harwell Scout Group
Monday 5th November
Harwell School

Entry by donation
Hot food & licensed bar

Little Pippins Pre-school
Here w e are at the start of a brand new school year. We w elcome Oli ver Pi ckles, Mi rrum Fi sher,
Courtney Rus her, James Woodruff and Alanna Webb w ho joi n us thi s term.
We have had a very busy s tar t to the term already wi th lots of di fferent i tems entered i nto thi s
year’ s Produce S how . Here are the names of the chi ldren aw arded certi fi cates:
Draw and colour a pi cture Fi rst Carys Morris
Face on a plate
Second Jack Morby

Fi rst Lucy Holding
Thi rd Guy Woolley

Potato Pri nts

Fi rst Sydney Dunphy

Second Toby Biddell

Second Archie Roberts Thi rd Jack Morby

Decorate a bi scui t First James Woodruff Second Oliver Pickles

Thi rd Casey Muldoon

Well done to all w ho enter ed!
We are swi mmi ng agai n thi s term up at Harw ell School w hi ch the chi ldren enjoy v ery much. Later thi s
term w e are havi ng a vi si t from a lady from the Wi ld Waste Bus to talk about r ecycli ng. We are also
hopi ng to get a vi si t from Central TV later on i n the term to do a pi ece about the N ew Bui ldi ng
campai gn.
We had our O fs ted Inspecti on at the end of last term and w ere very pleased i ndeed at the outcom es.
You can access the full repor t on-li ne by goi ng to w ww.ofsted.gov/uk/reports
Date for your Di ary
A cake and produce stall outsi de Bob the Butcher’ s on Saturday 24th November so don’ t be late, the
early bi rd gets the all the cakes!!!!!
Lots of other thi ngs happeni ng before Chri stmas – Calendars, chari ty gi ft car ds, Chri stmas Tree
competi ti on and Chri stmas Fayre – for full detai ls see the separate adver ti sements i n thi s edi ti on of
Harw ell New s.
Term 1 ends on Friday 19th October, and w e are back for the s tart of Term 2 on Monday 29th
October.
The Br eakfas t club provi des before school care for those fami li es w ho need an early s tart M onday
thr ough to Fri day. Places are avai lable to book and also at short noti ce i f needed. Mem bers of s taff
will escort school-aged chi ldren to Harw ell Pri mary i f necessary. The cos t of each sessi on i s £4.
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We have a few spaces left for thi s term i n our regular sessi ons. If you li ke your chi ld to come to our
setti ng please ri ng the Pr e-school on 01235 821741 or jus t call i n any day from 8.15am unti l 3.00pm
and have a look around to see w hat w e have to offer the chi ldren.
Chi ldren can s tart w i th us from the age of 2.5 years i ni ti ally wi th thei r parent/carer and by the ti me
they ar e 3 years ol d, they s houl d be ready and able to stay unaccompani ed. T he term after thei r thi rd
bi rthday, your chi ld wi ll be enti tled to 5 fr ee s essi ons wi th us and thi s carri es on unti l chi ldren start
school. You can choos e from any of the 10 sessi ons avai lable and i ncrease the total num ber of s essi ons
your chi ld attends dependi ng on need.
If you w ould li ke to know more about Li ttle Pi ppi ns Pre-school or are i nterested i n supporti ng the preschool pl ease call the above number.
Ni cky Mercer, Pre-school Supervi sor

Banished Beyond the Seas

Between 1787 and 1867 over 1500 men, women and children were sentenced in Oxfordshire courts to transportation
overseas, mainly to Australia, for crimes such as theft, forgery and bigamy. This exhibition tells some of their stories,
using documents and other sources from Oxfordshire Record Offi ce, the National Archives in Kew, and the Archives
Office of Tasmania. It also includes material provided by private individuals, many of whom are descendants of
convicts featured in the exhibition.
Open: 9am-5pm Wednesday to Saturday
Until Nov 10th at
Oxfordshire Record Office
St Luke's Church, Temple Roa
d, Cowley
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OXFORDSHIRE

CITY & COUNTY
Registered Charity No. 1091529

The most well used service that Age Concern Oxfordshire has is the Advice and Information Service. This offers free
and confidential advice to all older people and carers from trained staff and volunteers. The most well used service that
Age Concern Oxfordshire has is the Advice and Inform ation Service. This offers free and confidential advice to all
older people and carers from trained staff and volunteers.
Working in the Vale
Thanks to recent lottery funding, I am working on an exciting four-year project that offers a challenging and positive
move toward providing community services to older people in isolated areas who may be alone and lonely within their
community. I work at the grass roots level – getting to know what is happening in the Vale for older people, listening to
what is needed and working with communities to provide centres or ‘hubs’ for older people to access required
inform ation, activities and opportunities
Linking Communities
A huge part of community working involves forging good local links. We have a successful network of volunteers
called Local Links. Our Local Links pass information from us, and our ‘partner’ agencies, on to older people in their
communities. They also let us know about the needs, problems and wishes of those older people. A simple idea that can
make a really big difference to people’s lives. If you think you could be a Local Link please contact us (details below)
Age Concern Oxfordshire has teamed with Oxfordshire County Council to offer a range of success ful exercise classes,
from Tai Chi to Gentle Exercise, aimed especially at those over 50. Run by qualified tutors these sessions offer the
chance to socialise, exercise and stay fit. Vale classes are running in: Abingdon, Wantage, Botley, and Grove.
For information on these classes and for any other inform ation contact:
Helen Grimwade Community Development Worker
Age Concern Tel: 01235 849449

helengrimw ade@ageconcernoxon.org.uk

Help us to ensure the future of Little Pippins Pre-School by buying a Christmas Log gift card that you can send to your
loved ones in lieu of a Christmas present.
Each log bought will help us to reach our target of £235,000, which is needed to fund our new building. With your help
we will be able to safeguard Little Pippins Pre-School for future generations of Harwell children.
Christmas Log gift cards are available in multiples of £5 or your preferred amount. Please email littlepippins@artsally.net for an order form or pick up an order form from Bob the Butchers. Thank you.

Didcot Library October Events
Monday 1st, 10 to 11am: Jungle Party – Under 5s
Thursday 4th October 6.30 to 8pm: Meet the Author
Nicky Slade will be talking about her book
Scuba Diving
Refreshments provided. Please book at Library
Friday 5th 3.30 to 4.40pm: Discovering the Egyptians
For Parents / Carers & children
Wednesday 24th 2 to 3pm: TimeTravel Stories
Make a clock
Saturday 27th am (time tba): Faces of Oxfordshire
Family History Event
Further inform ation from the Library on 813103
-----------------------------

Harwell Primary School
i s holdi ng a New parents w elcome eveni ng
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at the Cri spi n on
Wednes day 3rd October at 8.oopm.
All parents w elcome, new to the school or not
Tuesday 23 October Harcourt Arboretum:
Free Family Drop-In Session
Faces of the Forest: Tree Spirits of the Arboretum
Hal f term is here! Come to the Harcourt Arboretum and take part in our free family activities.
Can you help bring the Arboretum's trees to life?
Have a go at creating a tree spirit face out of clay.
Make a face for Oxfordshire.
Collect the hair for your face from the Harcourt Arboretum for The Big Draw 2007.
Venue & time: Harcourt Arboretum, Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford, OX44 9PX, 12 noon to 4 pm
(come along at any time)
tel: 343501, web: www.botanic-garden.ox.ac.uk/Harcourt/harcourtintro.html
Parking £3 Open daily 10am to 5pm
For more children's events visit http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/nb/family.shtml

News from
Harwell Scout
Group
Harwell Scout Group is thriving with a membership of around 130 boys and girls across the four sections. Meetings
usually take place in St Matthew’s Church Hall, The Park. Details of meeting times are:
Section

Age

Meeting time

Beavers

6-8

Cub Scouts

8-11

Scouts

1114½
14½18

Mondays
5.15-6.30pm
Mondays
6.45-8.15pm
Tuesdays 78.30pm
Tuesdays
8.30-10pm

Explorers

Approx
current
numbers
18
25
50
(2sections)
35

If your child is interested in joining please talk to one of the leaders at the meetings listed above.
What have we been doing?
The major event for the Scout Group in 2007 was the very success ful all-section camp that took place in August in
Dorset. Some 120 Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers plus leaders and many families enjoyed the wide range of
activities on offer, such as kayaking, raft -building and hiking, as well as the home-cooked meals and camp fires. The
camp culminated in a trip to Brownsea Island, the birthplace of scouting, in this the centenary year of the organisation.

What were the best parts of this fantastic expedition?
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 For Explorers the daylong 12 mile Jurassic coastal walk was a highlight. Seven managed this after cycling from
Harwell to the camp! They covered the 150 miles in 4 days and thereby achieved their bronze or silver Duke of
Edinburgh awards. Here they are at one of the stopovers, checking their bikes:

 The Scouts particularly enjoyed the Tank Museum, meeting scouts from all over the world and allowing their
parents to win the raft race!
 A high point for Cubs was completing the night hike; some had never stayed up so late!
 Beavers bravely went out on the lake on the rafts built by the Explorers and Scouts and had the opportunity to try
one-man kayaking – some enjoyed it so much they have requested kayaks for their birthdays! Here are some of
them on a raft below and in kayaks to the left:

The whole Scout Group on Brownsea Island

The Harwell News - Number 146

Page 14

October 2007

Forthcoming Activities
But the fun hasn’t stopped with camp. Loads of activities are already planned for the next few months and here is a
taster of what will be on offer:
Explorers:
Scouts:
Cubs:
Beavers:

Oxfordshire county camp in October
New Zeal and evening (can anyone out there teach the haka?), night incident hike and October camp
visits to the Police and Fire Stations, October camp
District Christmas Party and the annual tail-slappers swimming session.

Subscription Costs
Subs for each Scout Group member are £18 per term (£54 per year). The subscription has had to rise slightly for the
first time in a number of years because of increases in the amount we have to pay to the District Scout organisation for
each member.

Ne w Leade rs
The continually rising numbers of members has meant we have had to recruit new leaders and we are grat eful to Justin,
Richard and Zara for agreeing to give their time and support in this way. There are many ways you can help the Group,
either at the front line or behind the scenes. If you would like to help in some way, please contact Brian Zimmerman on
221146.

Scout Christmas Post
Back by popular demand! Save money on your local Christmas card deliveries and help us raise money for the Group.
Collection boxes available early in December.

Dates for your diary
Fireworks Evening
Quiz Night

th

Monday 5 November Harwell School
Saturday 9th Feb. 2008 Harwell Village Hall

From our MP – Mr Ed Vaizey - Following the floods that have devastated our area, I have had a chance to sit
down with the Environment Agency to try and work out what can be done now to prevent such devastation in
the future. In particular, I want to see:
- more monitoring of rivers and brooks in order to better predict where future floods will happen
- much better drainage systems for any future developments. Present drainage systems are wholly inadequate and not
built with any risk of severe flooding in mind
- all new schemes built on flood plains, or against Environment Agency advice, to be called in by central government.
In addition, I am supporting the Vale of White Horse's call for grants to be given to homeowners who wish to install
flood protection to their homes. I would also like a scheme to be considered to enlist local farmers in the important
work of cl earing ditches and brooks.
It is quite clear the Environment Agency is stretched to the limit. It even had its maintenance grant cut last year. In the
future, resources will be concentrated in urban areas like Oxford, Witney and Abingdon. The villages may end up
getting less protection. The Government should urgently consider a scheme to allow farmers, who already get grants for
environmental work, to apply for grants to clear ditches and brooks in villages.
The prospect of thousands of more homes being built and their impact on flooding could be severe. Despite assurances
from the Environment Agency, I still believe the huge developments being planned in Didcot, Grove and east of
Swindon could increase flood risk. If these developments are imposed against the wishes of the Environment Agency I
hope the Government will call them in. I will be waiting to see the Flood Risk Assessments for each.
Tel: 020 7219 6350, e-mail: vaizeye@parliament.uk
Ed Vaizey MP, Shadow Minister for the Arts and MP for Wantage and Didcot. As usual, I can be contacted at: House
of Commons, London SW1A OAA,
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Oxford Theatre Guild presents
Testament to a Trade – a dramatic exploration of the impact of the slave trade
Lains Barn, near Wantage Wednesday 10th October 7.30pm Tickets £5, concessions £4.

Editorial Notes: Harwell News is published at the beginning of alternate months. Other than in reports of Parish
Council matters any opinions expressed are not those of the Parish Council or editor. Items for the December issue
should be with the editor by November 20th. Send to M Ricketts, 16, The Park or email martinricketts@waitrose.com.
Printed by The Print Unit, Oxfordshire County Council, Osney Lane, Oxford.

