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Parish Council

The topic of Affordabl e Housing continues to occupy the Parish Council. Mr. S Roberts from Sovereign Housing
atended the November PC medting and discussion centred on land in Orchard Way, now that the Reading Road /
Winnaway site cannot be purchased. The landowner is still willing to sdl. The Coundil is concerned that there are
dready too many empty flas in the villageg VWHDC has confirmed that there is a shortage of houses. Mr. Roberts
explaned tha a new Housing Needs survey is required if the Council wants to change the type of housing in the
project; the deadline for the funding runs out in March, too short atime to carry out a new survey. The Council will
discuss it further on Dec 11th before the Finance meeting.

PCSO Brian McCregth told theCouncil that Milton Park Estates was buying aSID machine (Speed Indicator) for usein
the Wantage East area T he Police would be inviting Parishes covered to contribute £30 per year towards mantenance
as the device was outside of ther budget. The machine may be used on Reading Road and Didcot Road, but would be
diffi cult to use on the High Streat as adear 100 yards is required to take readings. Later, under Environmentd maters,
Mr Fisher reported that it seems VAS (afixed speed check device) are lesst effective on straight roads, where motorists
become used to them. In order for the PC to have a greater chance of obtaining any signs, it has toraise the profile of its
concerns, for example a District Coundil leve, in the press. He proposed that the Coundil pay the requested £ 30 per
annum for the use of a SID machine; this was seconded by Mr. Thomas and carried by mgority vote of 8 to 1

On current concerns, PCSO McCregth reported that some youths had been goprehended last weskend after reports were
received of driving cars on the Recreation Ground, and a man has been gpprehended with regard to a series of tyre-
slashings.

The Audit of the Council’s accounts for the year to March has been completed. The Council noted the auditors
comments, and the level of cover will bereviewed & the Finance meeting in December. Mrs Boughton-Waite proposed
that the Council approve and accept the Annua Return; seconded by Mr Fsher, carried unanimously.

On buses, Mr Lilly updated the Coundil on past and current decisions. The tender for running bus services has been
awarded to Thames Trave, which intends to implement a Sunday Service between Grove and Didcot; however, the
Newbury service and lae night Oxford servi ce hav e been withdrawn - see page 5 for further details and 3 and 4 for the
new timeteble.

The OCC is changing speed limits dong the A4185; the new limit will be 40mph dong the length of the road from
North Drive dl the way to Chilton

On Rights of Way, Councillors had between them wak them dl recently. The OCC has been in touch regarding the
suggested closure of footpath 6 near The Holloway; it has dso taken responsibility for d earing the footpath to the rear
of Manor Green.

East Hendred Boys Footbal Club has received Lottery funding to hold a Coaching Course, and has asked the Council
for permission to hold the course in the pavilion, sometimein April 2008 Any spare places will be offered to Harwell
people TheCouncil granted permission.

A play areagate has been in need of aspring for sometime. Mr. Hayter reported that he had contacted a firm that will
make the spring for the gate; the Clerk was instructed to order it.

At the October meeting, it was reported tha some children had been taking used dog-bags from dog-bins a throwing
them on the streat. The Council asks parishioners to discourage this! Also Parishioners are reminded that the recyding
bins a theRec. car park are for glass only — please don’ t leave cans in the area for someone dseto dear up.

It was dso reported that some parishioners has expressed concern about the repainting of the milestones. T his had been
done by Mr. Ricketts before he was a Parish Councillor; he explained he had merdy been returning them to their former
state, dthough it was obvioudy a very long time snce they had been painted. On the High Streat one the letters are
made in cement, so presumably the origind stone had deteriorated. It dso seemed not generdly known that the
milestones are grade 2 ‘ listed buildngs'. Onthe basis that stones can be thus protected, the Coundil agreed to consider
aoplying for this stetus for the Bargain Stone.

The next full meeting of the Parish Council is on Tuesday 8th January; Items for the agenda should be with the Clerk,
Mrs. S. Taylor one week before this. Contact the Clerk & accounts@harwd I parish.co.uk, on 01235 820006 where
messages can be left, or in writingto 1, Wantage Road, OX11 OLJ Office hours are 9 to 11am Monday to W ednesday.
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Planning matters
Permissions:
HAR/13118 Ground and 1* floors extension a Willow Tree Cottage, Barrow Lane.
HAR/20270 Extension and dterations to form cha et-bungdow a Craig View Reading Road.
HAR/13273/1 Erect double garage a& 20 Jennings Lane
HAR/20272 Singlestorey rear extension & loft conversion a Hill View, Church Lane
HAR/10326/3 Conversion of existing car port into habitable accommodation, Jasmine Catage, Didcot Rd.
HAR/20311 Erection of single storey side/rear extension a 5 Hengest Gate.
New Applications:
HAR/15647/1 1% floor dormer extensions forming bedroom, wc & gable end a 10 Barrow Road.
HAR/15729/2-LB Minor internd dteraions a 1-2 TheCherry Ban, High Street, for Felside Estates Ltd.
The Council requested that neighbours’ comments be taken into account by Planners.
Amended plans:
HAR/19966/1 Demolition of shed, erection of 2 detached dwe lings with associated garages, improve access, add
parking for Blenheim T errace & Burr Cott.

Members of the Environment & Planning Committee had discussed these plans in depth. In addition to reterating
former objections, the Committee members fdt that gpprovd of this gpplicaion would set a precedent for further
backfill projects, and had particular concerns about the number of vehi des using the proposed exit onto Burr Stredt, as
well as the narrowness of the proposed drive, which could creete diffi culties for waste lorries and emergency vehid es.

From your District Coundillors:

Rubbish
You will have observed from the two page aticle in the latest copy of Vde Views that garden waste green sacks will be
withdrawn soon, and tha smdler brown bins with a cgpacity of 140 litres as wel as 240 litre ones will be available

Green sacks will be availablein exceptiond cases only.
The cost for the smdler and larger bins and the green sacks - where approved - will be £29 per annum.

Waste

Michad Mackay, Deputy Director responsible for Contracts and Procurement incdluding Weste, and his team, would
like to megt Harwdl Parish Councillors inthe near future to discuss arangements for the Village becoming amodd for
waste. Woud we come dates for the discussion.

Street Cleaning
Some villages within the Vde have been concerned with the absence of regular strest deaning. |s Harwel Parish
Council satisfied with this service?

L ocal Democracy — Isit dead? 42 locd residents atended the Public Meeting held in Harwell’ s Roya British Legion
on Wednesday, 7th November for a discussion on this topic and to hear presentations from Parish Council Chairman Dr
Keith Beswick, District CllrsMargaret Turner and Reg Waite, and County ClIr Colin Lamont, with questions foll owing.

During her presentation Cllr Margaret Turner arranged for those present to complete the bri ef questionnaire outlined in
the Vde Views. The main points of concern in order of priority were —ageing population, forthcoming growth
of Didcot, inareased traffic, and lack of affordable homes.

Contact deails:
Reg Waite reg@regwaite.co.uk 7 Hengest Gate

Colin Lamont colinlamont@oxfordshire.gov.uk 2 TheOld School, School Lane.
W.I.News

A Veay Mery Christmas to dl readers from your village W.1.!
What do we have in store for the festive sesson?
Our December meeting on W ednesday 12" should be fun as we have Betty Page coming dong to amuse us with her
hilarious monologues. Betty isessily as anusing as Pam Ayres and what is so dever is the way she getsinto character
and persondises her act for the group.
For the past few years we hav e enjoyed a fabulous Chnstmas med a Home Farm Trust. Asthisis abusy time of year
for everyone we have decided to have it on January 16" sowe have somethi ng tolook forward to in the New Yesar.
Our regular January meeting will be atdk about World Vision, ardief aid organisation, by AnnWilson
In February we go On small game safari with David Marsh who since our last tak has become an approved W.I.
specker — hel sthat good! Men areinvited to come dongto that mesting.
Wewould like to wish everyone a Happy New Year

Joyce Doughty
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Harwell Feast Committee
Thank you to everyone who supported the Fashion Show. It was a glamorous and enjoyable evening with modd's,
incduding our very own Elliat Gasper, Sdly Poyton, Debbie Greenfidd, and Tony Baker, tripping dong thecatwak in
dothes from Walton Clathing Co and Fat Face With hairstyling by Curl Up And Dye and Make-up by Virgin Vie they
could have come straight from the London Fashion Scene. Rumour has isthat T ony has dready signed a contract with

Going one step further and having a complete makeover was W.1. secretary Penny Marsh. How could she be made any
more glamorous you might ask but after a haircut and a complete new set of dothes she stole the show.

Wewould like tothank dl the companies invdved who dl hal from Wantage. Proceeds of £500 were made on the
evening for Harwe | Fesst Funds.

Wewould dsoliketothank dl members of The Out And About Club who hed aCheese and Wine evening and gave
us the proceeds of £1,000. We are ddighted with thisamazing donation.

VillageQuiz

Congraulaions to the 2007 winners: Gangreen — Martin Gibson, Made e ne Speed, Steve Bary, Stephanie Haywood,
Bob and Colleen Killingbeck.
Thank-you to dl ten teams whotook part and he ped to rai se gpproximaey £250 for the Harwel | Fesst.

Harwell Feast Auction Of Promises

To be hdd on Saturday 1% March. We are looki ng for promises, large or smal to auction for The Harwell Feast funds.
Can you hdp? What could you do?

Perhaps you could bake a cake for someone or walk a dog, do a spot of gardening or a baby-sit. Maybe you have a
particular skill or trade tha you could offer.

Alternatively we arelooking for items that could be sdd a aSilent Auction eg abottle of wine, abox of chocs, an
unwanted gift etc.

Plessefill in the slipontheright and return to Janice Markey.
It is best to vdunteer before she comes looking for you!

Form for Promise or Auction item

Cadogue Number...................... (committee use)

Detals of PromiSe.......c.oovvvevii i e

(if appropriate) or
[ Ccan donate.......coovveeiiie i

Return to Janice Makey a 17, Didcot Road, Harwell, OX11 ODP td 832802 by Jan 31 | atest.
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BAD NEWSON THE VILLAGE BUS SERVICES
In the latest Oxfordshire County Council review of bus subsidies our parish services have been hit extremdy hard.

Routes 6 & 9

At the end of November we see the end of the Newbury bus services, Routes 6 & 9. T here has been a constant battle
between B erkshire County Council and Oxfordshire County Council regarding these routes, as they cross each other’'s
territory. It was Oxfordshire County Council who was not prepared to assist with any finances whatsoever in order to
continue these routes. Hence their imminent demise.

Routes 32 & 33
T hese routes both pass through our village and connect with Oxford. As parishioners will recdl | fought hard some

years' ago to see these routes restored dl the way into Oxford. The County Council have now deemed tha this
connection is unimportant!

In the recent tendering process Stagecoach were unsuccessful in renewing their contract since the circular route that weas
beng taken from Oxford through the villages to Didcot, Wantage and then back to Oxford, was how going to be against
new EEC law which states that rurd bus routes should not be more than 30 miles in dstance. Thisis in order that
drivers should be able to take appropriate rest!

Route 32 has been maintained but the contract has now been taken forward by Thames Trave of Wa lingford.

We have gained a Sunday service known as Route 32A, which will run between Didcot and Grove. It is operated by
RH T ransport Services of Witney.

Getting into Oxford for villagers from Harwdl will now require either changing a Abingdon, or changing in Didcot
onto the Route 35A route.

| am very upse a this outcome as no opportunity for red consultation took place with anyone induding the Parish
Council. These decisions were taken a County Council levd. | will now campaign for the re-instatement of adirect
service through to Oxford and will keep you posted through this publication.

Stewart Lilly, Vice-Charman Harwel P.C.

Thames Travd’s staement: Locd bus operator Thames Trave has been awarded the contract to run the 32 bus route
from December 9th 2007. T his service connecting Grove, Wantage, Didcot and Abingdon extends the Wl lingford-
based company’ s network so passengers will be abletotravel with one ticket to even more places.

Using a 13-week or monthly pass, traveling with Thames Travd from Grove, Oxford or Abingdon dl the way to
Reading or Wokingham can be as chegp as £1.65 per day.

The new vehides on this service will be fitted with CCTV cameras for the safety of passengers, have low floors for
buggies' and whed chairs’ essy access, and ar-conditioning for a more comfortable trip.

John Wright, the Managing Director of Thames Travd, says “ We are very pleasad that we have been awarded the
service 32 and it is the company's intention to grow and expand the service to meet the expectations of our passengers.
Thames Trave isstriving to provide high quality services to the people of this area. This addition to our network should
make local trips easier and give passengers more freedom.”

For more information visit theT hames Trave website www.thames-trave .co.uk or contact us: 01491 837988
T he timetable ind udes the 96 which runs Monday to Saturday from Chilton to Didcot. This is a summary:

32 Wantageto Ablngdm High Stregt weekdays

Wantage A 6.25 7.22° 8.02 9.02 (96) 10.02 h 15.02 15.57 - - 17.02 - 18.10
Harwel| 6.06 6.52 7.57 8.36 9.30 9.50 10.30 r 15.30 16.25 16.41 17.16 17.30 17.56 18.38
Didcot 6.13 7.02 8.08 8.50 9.40 10.00 10.40 | 15.40 16.40 16.51 17.28 17.45 18.06 18.48
Abingdon 6.35 7.34 8.43 - 10.09 - 11.09 y 16.09 17.09 - - 18.14 - 19.14

Notes: A: starts Rowstock. 96 goesto and from Chilton. Didcot timesfa Station.

32 Abingdon Bridge St toWantageweekdays
Abi ngdon 6.41 7.36 801 - (96) 9.11 10.16 (96) 11.16 h 15 16 16.16 17.28 17.28 18.21 19.21

Di dcot 7.09 8.10 835 8.56 9.15 9.41 10.46 11.30 11.46 r 1546 16.52 17.59 17.59 18.48 109. 46
Harwell 7.18 8.20 845 9.05 9.24 9.50 10.55 11.39 11.551| 15.55 17.01 18.08 18.08 18.56 19. 54

Wantage 7.47 8.52 - 9.34 - 10.19 11.24 - 12.24y 16.26 17.37 18.42
Notes: most services start about 5minutes earlier from Sratton Way stop AL

32 Saturday Wantage to Abingdon 32A Sunday

Wantage - 7.45 9.02 (96) 10.02 h 17.02 18.05 09.35 11.35 13.35 1535 17.35
Harwel | 7.42 8.13 9.30 9.50 10.30 r 17.30 18.33 09.56 11.56 13.56 15.56 17.56
Didcot 7.49 8.23 9.40 10.00 10.40 | 17.45 18.43 10.04 12.04 14.04 16.04 18.04
Abi ngdon 8.10 8.52 10.09 - 11.09 y 18.14 19.10

32 Abingdon Bridge St to Wantage Saturday 32A Sunday

Abingdon - 8.21 9.11 10.16 (96) 11.16 h 17.16 18.21 19.21

Di dcot 8.16 8.56 9.41 10.46 11.30 11.46 r 17.46 18.48 19.46 10.40 12.40 14.40 16.40
Har wel | 8.259.05 9.50 10.55 11.39 11.55 | 17.55 18.56 19.54 10.49 12.49 14.49 16.49

Want age 8.54 9.34 10.19 11.24 - 12.24 y 18.24 19.23 20.21 11.10 13.10 15.10 17.10
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Fun Clubisthe village baby and toddler group. We meetin the Village Hall on Tuesday morningsin term
time 9.30-11.30am. All parents and carers of babies and toddlers (ie 0-5s), as well as mums-to-be, are most
welcome. Just to make it clear, we do also welcome men — some dads do actually come regularly. The cost
per sessionisjust £1 per family, induding refreshments, regardless of the number of children. Your first visit
isfree.

FUN CLUB NEWS

Saturday 8™ December is the first date for your diaries; we are running a Dad’s session (although Mum’s are
most welcome too). We will have all the usual fun and games but we will also be preparing the Fun Club
Christmas Tree for the festival on 15™ December. Our entry isbased on an edible tree, so we will be making
biscuits and decorating them to hang on the tree. At the fare, Fun Club will be running a stocking fillers table
for the under 5's, as well as helping Santa in his grotto. Doors are open between 2pm and 4.45pm.

Our Christmas party thisyearison 18" December 10-12. There will be music, dancing and singing, followed
by a free play session and a visitto Santa’s grotto — come along to Fun Club to pick up your tickets, asthey
go like hot cakes.

For more information please contact Nickie Dunphy on 832963 or nickie.dunphy@gmail.com

Looking for a stocking filler ?

Why not contributeto Harwell Feast funds and buy a copy of The Bagg's Tree Buskers 10th Anniversary
DVD, which coversvideo and music fromthe Buskers sncethey were formedin 1997.
Copies available & £6 each from Tony Hughes, tel: 835301 or atony.hughesl @btinterne.com.

Cyding Profidency

Thank you very much to all those driverson Grove Road and the High Sregt who dowed down and waited
paiently while araher wobbly (at fird) group of cyclissmade very good progressthrough their lessonsin
October and Noveamber. Paticular thanksto those who didnt 'flash them across in front but went pag them
dowly instead. (T hey fail their teg if they crossin front of you when it'syour right of way.) We are pleased
to announcetha thefollowing children all passed the Oxfordshire cyclingproficiency ted: Robert Dickens,
Alex Downes, AnnaHobin, San Howells, Rebekah Pearon, Becky Shrimpton, Emily Kivington, Sophie
Talbot, GemmaTankard, Toby Wilkinson. Congratulaionsto all of then. We would also liketo thank the
Community Support Officers, especially Brian M cCreath who even came in his own time when he was of f
duty to help out. And to the raher impaient driver of the blue 4 x 4, we would like to point out tha if a child
in front of you on a bicycle hastheir right hand out, that meansthey aeturning right and you are breaking
the law by trying to overtakethem. The course will run again in Marcdh.

FionaTankard, Ledey Saunders

Positive Parenting
Sarah Fishburn and FionaBrennan-Scott are co-hosting a Positive Parenting 5-15 yr olds course. The course will start in
January but we want to hear from dl interested parties. Cdl to 8 Gaveston Rd or phone Fiona on 821 633 to find out
more.

Harwell Senior Citizens Fund
A specia plea

We nead a couple of new peopl e to join our committee, as we are losing two members a Christmas Syhil Frost &
Wendy Appleby who have served our committee wel for many many years are leaving us and we must thank them both
for ther hard work and commitment to the parishioners of Harwdl. If you would like to have a cha with someone
from our committee, plesse either ring me on Ab. 835397, Ursula Moore on Ab. 834238 or Pa Connolly on Ab.
835366.

Thank you all for your support
Yvonne Hinchliffe — Secretary
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News from Harwel Scout Group
A sample of our recent and upcoming activities:

Explorers: Internationa Night when Explorers were split into 4 teams, each representing a di fferent country. They had
to complete tasks about tha country before presenting their findings to the others. Camping in the New Forest is
scheduled for January.

Scouts: Learning the Ka Mate Haka as part of learning more about New Zedand, a night hike and camp out around the
Farmile and seven teams rustling up some dishes for the Chef Badge. Before Christmas Scouts will enjoy bowling,
swimming, awinter camp a Goring Heath and the Christmas party. More hiking islined up for the New Y ear with the
Amersham Quest and Hike Oxon.

Cubs: Visits to the Police and Fire Stations and making Chrigmas puddings Cubs will dso be having a Christmas
paty and taking part in the Harwdl Church picture competition for whi ch they have been chalenged to draw apicture
of the church showing what it means to have one at the centre of the community.

Beavers: Night hike from Chilton to Hawel School, firing chemicd rockets for the Experiment badge and making
Christmas puddings Next onthe agendais the District Christmas party.

In addition, dl sections will be participating inthe Little Fippins Christmas T ree competition.

Meetings usudly take place in St Matthew’ s Church Hal, The Park. If your child is interested in joining pessetak to
one of the leeders a the meetings listed beow. Detals of these metings are

Section Age | Meetingtime Approx

numbers
Beavers 6-8 Mondays 18
5.15-6.30pm
Cub Scouts | 8-11 Mondays 25
6.45-8.15pm
Scouts 11- T uesdays 50, 2 sections

14> 7-8.30pm

Explorers 14%- T uesdays 35

18 8.30-10pm
Scout Christmas Post
Harwell Scout Group
The cheaper way to send your loca . .
Christmas cards! Only 15p per item. QUlZ nlght
Covers Didcot, East & West Hagbourne, Saturday 9" February 2008
Blewbury, Chilton, Harwel, Rowstock and 7.30pm
AEA. Collections start 1% December. Village hall
Collection baxes at: Bob’ sButchers, White £5 per person in_dudeshot meal
Horse Newsagents, Rowstock Garage & RAL. teams of 6 -licensed bar
L ast collection: Thursday 20™ December.

Gardeners Club
Meetingsin the VillageHall at 7.30om
Monday December 3: AGM and Chrigmas Paty.

January 7" A tak on Catswold Gardens
Competition Phato of a Garden Landscape

February 4™ A vistto Hanney Gardeners' Club
A tak on Spring Pruning

Anyoneis wecometo joinour friendly dub. We meet once amonth on Mondaysa 7.30 p.m. inthe Village Hal.
Yealy membership, payablein January, is £7.
Any queries please contact Wendy Sindair (Chair) on 221008 or Janice Markey (Sec.) on 832802.
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ABINGDON TOURING THEATRE COM PANY
presents

FOR TEECHERS
by
JOHN GODBER

Saturday 2™ February 2008
Hawel Village HaAll
8.00 p.m.
Tickets £7.50 adults, £6.50 concessions
From Bobs or Janice M arkey 832802

Set in amodern comprehensive school this comedy isabout 3 dsillugoned teenagers who are about to leave school and
don’t know wha to do with themsd ves.
A new dramatescher arrives, treats them as adults and givesthem beief in themse ves.
Thisisafed-good play but it does contain some grong language and adult references.
Aimed a audiences aged 15 and up.

All proceeds to Village Hdl funds.

New RSPCA Rehoming Centre
Willow Farm, Chilton.

T he Oxfordshire Branch of the RSPCA has managed to oltain planning permissionto set up asmdl rehoming unit at
Willow Farm, Chilton. It will cater for cats, rabbits and other smdl animdss, together with the occasiona horses or

farm animds, dl brought in by the locd inspectorate and in need of tender loving care. Therewill be no dogsas itistoo
near to Chiltonvillage

Wewould loveto hear from anyone who might be interested in he ping with this project, either through fundraising, or
hands on hdp with the set up and ongoing running of the centre.

Tothis endwe would liketo invite any would-be volunteers to a meeting on Thursday 13" December at 7.30pmin
the meeting room a Chilton VillageHall. Everyone will be very we come.

For any further informetion please contact ether:
Ingrid Smith on 01235 820420 or Judth Garvey, Administrator, www.rspca-ox fordshire.org.uk

Warning —Bogus Charity Collections

Hepmates Ltd have posted flyers asking residents to | eave bags of unwanted items of dothing, towds and cosmetics
outside their doors on a specified day, so they can be sent to people in deveoping countries. Hdpmates Ltd are
currently targeting Ox fordshire villages with a T uesday collection date. Howev er, the company is unlicensed to collect
for charities and as such there are no controls on where the donations go. T hismeans items can be sold on for profit by
the people behind the operation.

Christine Wdls, community support and information officer for Wiltshire Trading Standards, sad: "If you want to
make sure that wha you are giving awvay goes to chaity, it is dways better to ded with someone you know, such as a
charity shop."

Contact your MP Ed Vaizey MP, Shadow Minister for the Arts and MP for Wantage and Didcot. Td: 020 7219 6350,
email: vazeye@paliament.uk or write House of Commons London SW1A OAA

From http://edvai zey.mpblogs.com/ A smdl company in the constituency, Regenatec, has just won a Nationd Budness
Award - the Oscars of British business, under the category “ Engineering the Future’. They make technology for
biofuds, and they beet off multinationad towin the award, despite operating out of smal offices in Milton Park and only
haveing afew employees. Congraulaions to Mike Lawton and histeam! | asked Blar aquestion about it a PMQs
“why don't you change the fud duty on biodiesd to make it more compdtitive’. Thefact is that dthoughthereis a
differentid in fud duty, boidiesd is more expensive to make than diesd, sothey end up costing thesame to the
consumer. Even more paversdy, because bus operators can dam back duty on diesd, it isactudly more expensive for
buses to use biodesd. Let’ shope the Government changes this odd stuation a some stage.




TheHarwdl News - Number 147 Page 8 December 2007

From the archives - 100 years ago the summer seems to have been not much better than thislast one TheBerks &
Oxon Advertiser reported on June 7™

Thefirst day of June was marked by a severe fdl in temperaure, followed by violent thunderstorms and torrentid rains,
so tha the weekend was mostly spent indoors with blazing fires to make the June temperatures bearable.

And then afew weeks laer: Right upto thelast day themonth of June mantained itsrecord for uncongeni dity. The
miserable cold wet weather which will make it an unplessant memory for many years to come culminated in
thunderstorms of great severity on Saturday and Sunday ...

That summer the Parish Council was concerned with buying a Fire Engine. From the minutes of July 9th 1907 we read:

A letter received from Abingdon giving particulas of the Fire Engine they have for disposd wes read when Mr Bosley
proposed and Dr Rice seconded that Mr J Bosley be asked to inspect the engine and gpparatus and report upon the
condition of the same to the Council. TheClerk was dso asked towrite to Mr Humphrey saying this Council was
sending arepresent ative to view ther old engine with the view of buying it if suitable, and dso to the Auditor asking if
the Council isright inissuing aprecept to be paid out of the Poor Rate for such a purpose.’

Thereport read a the next meeting on 1st October was obviously saisfactory, and the auditor has replied in the
affirmative: * Mr Greenwood proposed and Mr Bosley seconded that the Clerk arrange with Mr Humphrey for the
Engine to be brought to Harwell for atrid and that Mr J Bosley be engaged to fetch it.

Tenders for street lighting were received from Mr G Harris and Mr Chown, the former offering to ful fil the terms for
£11-10, the later for £10-10. Mr Chown'stender on the proposition of Mr Bosley seconded by Mr H Tyrrd| was
unanimously agreed to. The Clerk was requested to prepare the usua agreement forms and procure a 6d stamp for
same; dso to aguaint Mr Chown that he must start lighting the lamps on Saturday next (Oct 5th).

On the suggestion of Mr Bosley the Clerk was asked to writeto the Cemetery Caretak er asking him to cut the grass and
make the Cemetery more tidy.’

At the next megting on 29th October, Structures in Cemetery was the first item onthe agenda: ‘The Burid Board Scde
of Fees and their rules were gone over and on the proposition of Mr H Tyrrdl seconded by Mr Day it was decided to
add the words*“ or other erection” immediatdy aft er the word monument in the footnote to the scd e of fees. Mr
Greenwood proposed and Mr Day seconded that where 'kerbing' done be erected around a grav e space the fee be 5°/-.
Thiswas unanimously adopted. T he Clerk was requested to tell Mr Barber that he ought to have obtained permission
from the Coundil to erect the kerbing around his child's grave and to state that if it remains 5%- must be paid’

After signing some cheques the Parish Council megting was adjourned and a Parish Meeting, cdled for 7.30pm,
convened with the Agenda'Shal the second-hand Abingdon Fire-engine be purchased for the Parish'. The minutes
record: ‘* Correspondence concerning the matter was read and a conversationd discussion took place. Ultimady Mr
Pryor proposed and Mr Clarke seconded and it was unanimously adopted “ that the purchase of the Fire Engine be not
entertained” .’

On reassembling, the Parish Council then'directed the Clerk to sendto Mr Chalener and Mr Humphrey stating that the
Fire Engine would be returned and the reasons for so doing.’

Free parking for Christmas shoppers: Charges a car parks in Abingdon, Wantage and Faringdon will be lifted for
one Saurday in what has become afestive tradition in the Vde Parking will be free in Wantage on Saturday 8
December and in Abingdon on Saturday 15 Dec. Parking will dso be free from 4pm in Wantage for the Dickensian
Evening on 7 December.

Editorial Notes: Hawdl News is published a the beginning of dternae months. Other than in reports of Parish
Council matters any opiniors expressed are not those of the Parish Coundil or editor. Items for the February issue
should be with the editor by January 24. Send to M Ricketts, 16, ThePak or email matinricketts@wai trose.com.




