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Parish Council Meetings
At the October meeting, it was reported that Sovereign
Housing is currently revising plans for Affordable
Housing at the Orchard Way site as a result of the
Housing Needs Survey carried out in the summer. The
Council agreed that it will host an open event to display
the plans when they are available. It was later confi rmed
that North and South Drives had been rejected in the
past as Rural Exception sites becaus e they are outside
the built-up area of the village.
After local planning matters, reviewed below, there was
some discussion of Great Western Park plans and the
South East Plan, currently being reviewed by the
Government, which speci fies an additional housing
allocation for Didcot. Two Councillors had attended a
meeting regarding the proposed incinerator at Sutton
Courtenay; they reported that some of the arguments put
forward against it were not clear. The Council agreed to
remain neutral on the matter for the pres ent.
Under Lands, the Council agreed that the entrance to the
Recreation Ground on the A417, used recently for the
Feast event, should be improved in the near future.
Also, organisations using it will be encouraged to
arrange traffi c managem ent.
There was discussion of the new pavilion proposal;
plans are being drawn up which extend the existing
British Legion building west to provide changing
rooms, and east to provide a council office, Bowls Club
facilities and a snooker room. Under a recent agreement
the Council had agreed to provide 35% of the cost up to
obtaining planning permission. The meeting agreed to
pay the provisional estimate of its share, £1050, to the
Consortium (‘Harwell 2008’).
The November meeting began with a presentation from
Vale WHDC planners, concerning their forthcoming
consultation on future housing plans – see page 2.
Under District and County Councillor reports there was
discussion of waste-collection; a new contractor
covering both the Vale WHDC and SODC will be
announced by the end of the year. The new Contractor
will begin in SODC next June, and in the Vale in
October 2010; it is likely to be using most of the current
employees. A number of Parishioners have reported
problems in the recent past, and our District
Councillors, Reg Waite and Mrs. Margaret Turner,
would like to hear if these are continuing, or indeed if
things have improved – contact details are given below.
There have also been reports of problems with housing
benefit etc. Again you can contact our District
Councillors. On the County Council, Colin Lamont
reported that the OCC had invested £5m in an Icelandic
bank, now defunct. It is obviously hoped it will be
recovered, but if not then there would be some services
affected, although this is a small proportion of its annual
income.
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Under Lands items, it was agreed to accept a quote for
refurbishing the line of bollards to stop cars driving onto
the Recreation Ground; one will be removable to allow
access when required.
The Clerk reported that she had received a reply from
English Heritage, declining to grant Listed status to the
Bargain Stone – the Council submitted an application
earlier this year. Their reply concludes “ Although local
tradition associates it with trading at the horse fair held
in Harwell in the 19th century, its origins and use are not
securely documented. It appears to be simply an
architectural fragment. It is of considerabl e local
interest, but is not of special historical interest in the
national context.” The full report will be put on the
Parish Website in due course.
The full minutes of both meetings are available on the
PC’s website www.harwellparish.co.uk. Note that the
council recently agreed to change its policy and publish
draft minutes from the most recent meeting as soon as
they are availabl e, on the understanding that they won’t
be approved until the next council meeting.
The December meeting is a workshop, which is not
open to the public, to discuss the budget for the next
year, which will then be presented to the next ordinary
meeting of the Parish Council, on Tuesday 13th January
2009. Items for the agenda should be with the Clerk,
Mrs. S. Taylor one week before this. Contact at
clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, on 01235 820006 where
messages can be left, or in writing to 1, Wantage Road,
OX11 0LJ. Office hours are 9 to 11am Monday to
Wednesday.
The Council has been praised for the state of the Rec in
a North Berks Football League inspection; quotes were
"The playing area was in very good condition, a credit
to the club (Harwell FC) and the grounds man... The
upkeep of the ground is controlled by Harwell Parish
Council, and...was in excellent order, a credit to them".
And finally the football club was congratulated on the
"presentation of the ground and the facilities".
Praise for Club and Council, then - a pat on the back for
the grounds staff and thanks to Charlie East & Harwell
FC for helping to look after the facilities.

Harwell Scout Group

Christmas Post

The cheaper way to send your local Christmas
cards! Areas covered are Didcot, East & West
Hagbourne, Blewbury, Rowstock and AEA and
Harwell of cours e.
Collection boxes at: Bob's Butchers, White
Horse News agents, Rowstock Garage & RAL
From 1st December 2008 - Just 15p per card!
Collections 4th , 11th & 18th December
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Local Plans
The “ credit crunch” is taking its toll, and Taylor
Wimpey has just announced that it is suspending work
on Great Western Park. This is just as detailed
discussions are taking place about the amenities to be
developed to support the new housing. Representatives
from the Council and Keep Harwell Rural have attended
those meetings. However, this is only a delay to the start
of building west of Didcot; and, beyond the agreed
plans for Great Western Park, there are proposals for yet
more houses.
Two years ago the draft South East Plan allocated an
additional 3000 houses to Didcot plus an extra 1500
under a ‘New Growth Points’ scheme, which South
Oxford District Council (SODC) volunteered for and
which provides additional money for infrastructure
projects. The split between the District Councils was to
be decided by themselves, and an equal split was
agreed. At the time SODC didn’t consider specific sites,
but the Vale WHDC, which only abuts Didcot on its
western side, had to consider if the District had
suffi cient suitable land adjacent to Didcot in which to
put another 2,250 houses.
Instead of what used to be a “Ten Year Plan”, the Vale,
in common with all District Councils, now has a Local
Development Framework, which includes a Core
Strategy setting the location and style of major
developments within the area. The Vale consulted on
elements of this Plan a year ago, and has been working
on a revised Plan. This revised Plan, with its options,
has been through many drafts over the last few months,
and is now ready to present to the Vale's Development
Control Committee. The Plan, and documents
summarising it, can all be found on the Vale’s website,
and there are links to them on the Parish website.
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Preferred Options. These Preferred Options have been
inform ed by the responses received to the Issues and
Options document 'Your Vale - Your Future' which was
published in 2007.
The sites for major development include those that will
be needed to accommodat e the numbers of new homes
required by the draft South East Plan, which for this
area directs most development to Didcot, Wantage and
Grove. During November and early December the
Preferred Options will be considered by the Council
prior to publication for public consultation in early 2009
The Preferred Options will be published for public
consultation to find out what people think. There will be
a number of steps:
 Publication of the Core Strategy Preferred Options
for public comment starting 16 January 2009.
 A six week period for people to make their
comments ending 27 February
 A workshop for Town & Parish Councils, 22
January, Wantage Civic Hall
 Further consultation will be through public
exhibitions, from 3.00 to 7.00pm, and workshops,
from 7.00 to 9.00 pm, at the following:
Abingdon Guildhall, 27 January.
Wantage Civic Hall, 12 February.
Grove Mill Hall, 13 February.
Didcot Civic Hall, 16 February.
Further details will be published nearer the time but
please do not hesitate to get in touch with the
Development Policy Team if you have any queries;

In short, the Vale plans to allow the building of about
2,250 houses in Harwell Parish, as part of the expansion
of Didcot towards the A34. There may also be a
“ Harwell By-pass”, and road improvements at
Rowstock, but nothing to connect those two schemes
together.

Telephone: 01235 520202, ask for Nick Burroughs,
extension 496 or Melanie Potter, extension 511.

A press releas e from the Vale follows, outlining a
further period of consultation, with exhibitions and
workshops. In addition to the locations defined in their
press releas e they have agreed to our request for an
additional exhibition and workshop in the Harwell
Village Hall on Friday February 6th.

Currently we are doing some research, and
are looking for some people to try our
products free of charge – are you interested?

Please try to attend, and make your own assessment of
the impact of these proposals on our Parish and Village.
Let the Vale know your opinions by the deadline of 27th
February, and help the Parish Council find the best way
of maintaining the identity of our village, without it
being slowly engulfed by Didcot.

Forever Li vi ng Products
Web: http://ti nyurl.com/5rzu5f

David Marsh, Chairman, Harwell Parish Council
Development in the Vale - the Core Strategy
Preferred Options
As part of the work on one of the main planning policy
documents for the Val e (the Core Strategy), the Council
will be consulting on suggested alternative locations for
major development and other aspects of policy - the

E-mail: planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Letter: Vale of W.H.D.C., Abbey House, OX14 3JE

Forever Living Products

If so, please call Paula/Karen on 01363
898133 - Independent di stri butor of
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Planning matte rs

Page 3

December 2008

Harwell Village Hall

Permissions:
HAR/17254/4/CC Amendment to Harwell CP School
multi-use games area to allow floodlight post height
increas e to 10m and fence height to 4m. Conditions
include restrictions on hours of use and assessment of
light pollution.
HAR/19692/2 Erection of a detached dwelling at
Greenbanks Reading Road.
SUT/15821/3 Wetland enhancement including 4 new
ponds at Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education
Centre, part of which is in Harwell Parish.

As many people will already know, we have
installed a cinema screen in the Village Hall. It was
success fully used for the fi rst time for the charity film
show organised to raise funds for Against Breast
Cancer. The screen is electrically operated and is
available for use by any clubs or societies who wish to
have films, videos, slide shows or illustrated lectures.
In the longer term we hope to purchase a projector, but a
fund-raising effort will be needed for that.

Refusal:
HAR/20598 Erection of new dwelling on land adjacent
to Holloway Thatch, The Holloway. Grounds included
extension of existing built-up area, urbanizing effect on
the rural character of the lane, siting immediately
adjacent to the highway would result in a prominent and
dominating addition to the lane, contrary to policies
DC1 H13 and NE6 of the adopted Local Plan.

The Chairman and Booking Secretary are standing
down at the AGM in June next year aft er six years and
five years respectively. The position of Booking
Secretary carries with it an honorarium of £200 per year
plus expenses. I welcome enquiries on 832866 from
anyone interested in taking over these commitments.
The two halls are a vital and flourishing part of our
community. Involvement in their running can be
interesting and rewarding.

Appeal:
HAR/1123/10 Retrospective application for the
construction of timber decking across stream & erection
of close-board fence at Bumble Barn, Church Lane.
The Council agreed to reiterate its objections.
New Applications:
HAR/6404/7,8-LB Alterations, White Hart, High Street,
& erection of decking area with shelter.
HAR/13790/4,5-LB Extension and alterations to
dwelling at Leigh House, High Street.
HAR/204855/1 (re-submission) Erection of 2 dwellings
at Land adjacent to Silverdown, Reading Road. The
Council asked that a covenant be used to ensure the
hedge adjacent to Reading Road is maintained. It
supports the proposed provision of illuminated 30-limit
signs as part of the development.
HAR/4612/4 Move business sign from highway to
private land at Princes Manor Farm for Nightingale
Associates.
CHI/HAR/14221/67 Erection of 2 free-standing signs
7m x 3m at Harwell SIC. The Council asked that
permission be granted for 1 year only.

Colin Lamont, Chairman
Harwell Gardeners’ Club
Monday 5th January 2009 A talk byTimothy Walker
Can The Americans Garden?
Competition Photography – A Winter Scene
7.30 p.m. Harwell Village Hall.
Monday Feb 4th A Presentation by Teresa Freeman from
Freemans Flowers in Didcot. What To Do With All
Those Valentine Flowers You Will Be Getting!
(postponed from November)
7.30 p.m. Harwell Village Hall
New Members Welcome at any time of the year £1 per meeting.

Contact details District Councillors:
Reg Waite reg@regwaite.co.uk 7 Hengest Gate
& County Councillor:
Colin Lamont colin.lamont@oxfordshire.gov.uk
2 The Old School, School Lane
Ed Vaizey MP, Shadow Minister for the Arts and MP
for Wantage and Didcot can be contacted at:
House of Commons, London SW1A OAA,
Tel: 020 7219 6350, e-mail: vaizeye@parliament.uk

www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk
didcot@thomasmerrifield.co.uk
01235 813777
Your Local Independent Estate Agents
If you are thinking of selling, would like a free
market apprais al or expert advice then please
contact us.
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Harwell School Association
Harwell School Association is the parent-teacher
organisation of the primary school - but the membership
isn't just restricted to those who are currently involved
directly with the school. Membership (free) of the HSA
is open to anyone who has had a connection with the
school at any time. I mention this just so that anyone
seeing news of our upcoming community events doesn't
think it doesn't apply to them - far from it, we would
love to see you at one of them and always welcome
organising or other support for the programme we put
on.
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Councils seek views on Great Western Park
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District
Councils are encouraging local residents to come along
to an exhibition on the progress of the Great Western
Park development, with an opportunity to help shape its
future. Site developer Taylor Wimpey, supported by the
councils, is running the exhibition at Cornerstone arts
centre on Wednesday 3 December, from 1.00pm to
9.00pm. For those who are not able to attend the
exhibition, information will be available on the Future
Didcot website www.futuredidcot.co.uk.

On Thursday December 4th, 6pm-8, the Christmas Fair
is a mixture of professional traders and pocket money
stalls, with licensed bar and hot food, a brass band and
many other delights.
The Infants Christmas Play takes place on December
9th and 10th (afternoon and evening respectively), the
older children's Christmas Concert is on the evening of
December 15th and there is round-the-village Carol
Singing followed by a Mummers' Play on the evening of
December 17th.
If you would like to know more about the Association
or any of the events above, please do call Liz Roberts on
83 42 95.
Bombs at Teatime
Thank you to all those who contributed to the success of
Bombs at Teatime, the Against Breast Cancer fundraiser
held 16 November. We raised over £1,000. An audience
of 130 in the Village Hall watched black and white films
from the 1940's. listened to Big Band music from that era
and looked at wartime memorabilia including ration
books, bits of a Spitfire plane and fragm ents of a bomb
which fell on the owners primary school. The audience
was delighted to hear that they were the first to witness
the new Village Hall drop-down screen in action.

Steventon House Hotel
with Conservatory Restaurant
Under new management
Mon – Fri – Light Lunches at competitive prices

Traditional Sunday Lunch 12 to 2.30pm
Anniversaries, parties, Weddings catered for
Evenings, Mon-Sat – a la carte menu
www.steventonhousehotel.co.uk 01235 831223

BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine
and new English oak
BUILDING SERVICES
Extensions, windows, doors
Carpentry and joinery
www.fox-wood.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01235 835553
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk

Garages available in Harwell for rent now!
Starting from £5.00 a week
For further details please contact Natalie Tappin at The
Vale Housing Association on 01235 536001

The Mobile Library will be in Harwell, at V Hall
9.15 to 9.40 on Wednesdays Dec 10, 24, Jan 7, 21.

ANTIQUES - Wanted
Single items or deceased effects cleared
Jewellery, silver, china, etc.
Furniture Pre 1930
Telephone 01235 221152
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Harwell Scout Group

Quiz Night

FUN CLUB NEWS

Saturday 7th February 2008
From 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Details will be confirmed in the next Harwell News
News from Harwell Scout Group
The Harwell Scouting community would like to thank
everyone who came along to the Firework display held
at Harwell School on Friday 7th November.
Explorer Scouts from Harwell spent an intensive
training weekend at Youlbury Scout Camp Site, last
weekend. The aim was to equip the young people to
become Young Leaders and help run any of the Scout
sections in Harwell from 6 through to 18 year olds.

Fun Club is the village baby and toddler group. We
meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday mornings in term
time 9.30-11.30am. All parents and carers of babies and
toddlers (ie 0-5s), as well as mums-to-be, are most
welcome. Just to make it clear, we do also welcome
men - some dads do actually come regularly.
The cost per session is just £1 per family, including
refreshments, regardless of the number of children.
Your first visit is free.
For more information please contact Sally Poyton on
01235 831456 or spoyton@art-sally.net

Organiser of the weekend, Explorer Leader George
Laing said "I was hugely impressed by the commitment
of the teenagers - not only to learning their craft over
the course of one very busy weekend but also in being
interested enough in the first place to help the rest of the
Scout Group in Harwell."
For more details about Harwell Beavers, Cubs, Scouts,
or Explorers contact Sharon Palmer on 07774 676793.

We provide a full range of legal services including
 Conveyancing
 Wills and Probate
 Matrimonial
For a professional and fri endly service
Tel: 01235 811888
Fax: 01235 816322
The Glass Tower, 6 Station Road, Didcot OX11 7LL
Also at:
16 Market Place, Wallingford Oxx10 0AE
Tel: 01491 839839 Fax: 01491 833396
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Harwell Women’s Institute
It has been a fun two months for our members.
October’s meeting with Adrian & Jane Jefferies talking
about ‘Antique Collectable Jewellery’ was really
interesting. Apart from their ext ensive knowledge of
their subject they were able to advise m embers on some
pieces brought along and also brought a large s election
of jewellery that could be purchased very reasonably.
An extra outing in October saw members attend a Cook
and Craft Day in Benson Village Hall. A great day out
with over 8 easy recipes demonstrated in the morning
and fabri c dying coupled with quilting, patchwork and
in the afternoon.
A tour of the Bodlei an Library in November was
enjoyed by over 20 members who boarded the excellent
X32 bus and were whisked into Oxford in just over hal f
an hour. There was lunch, some shopping and then the
guided tour of the Library spanning several buildings
and vast areas of storage under Broad Street.
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WI cont - New Members and Visitors are always
extremely welcom e so why not come and see us on the
second Wednesday of the month. If you are interested
in more information, please contact our Secret ary,
Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430.
Cycling Proficiency News
A big thank you to all the careful and considerate
drivers who slowed down very tolerantly while our
cyclists learned to cycle safely on roads round the
village. Especially thank you to those who remembered
not to 'flash us across' in front of them as we fail our
tests if we do that as it's not our right of way!
Congratulations to all the children who passed:
Dominic Beith, Victoria Birch, Andrew Convery, Merry
Davies, Rosemary Fishburn, Amy Ireson, Lewis
Marrabl e, Oli Passau, David Pearman, Henry Roberts
and Richard Woolley. Watch out for us again in March.
Lesley Saunders and Fiona Tankard - Oxfordshire
Cycling Proficiency Training Volunteers

The regular November meeting was Flower Arranging
by Jan Tattersdill who once arranged flowers in
Buckingham Palace. Members enthusiastically made
Topiary Trees using evergreen scrubs and baubles,
ribbons and other sparkly items.
Also in November a number of members got together
with tea and homemade flapjacks to fill shoe boxes with
goodies to go to families in Romania. Donations from
the club provided enough to fill 17 boxes which were
then wrapped in festive paper ready to be shipped in
time for Christmas. Photo of some of us with boxes:

Har well Dental Pr actice
Cur ie Avenue, Har well, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.har welldental.co. uk
Fully independent local dental car e
Easy fr ee par king
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Proposed Sutton Courtney Incinerator
Q. I'm dreading Christmas
this year because we are
really struggling to pay the
bills and there's no cash to
spare for cards, presents
and so on. What can I do? A. Follow our key tips
to help stretch your budget and make sure you have
enough to pay the bills in the New Year:
Plan ahead. Work out how much you can realistically
afford before you start spending, taking into account
what you need to keep back for your essential bills like
rent or mortgage, council tax, gas and electricity.
Set a limit on how much you are going to spend and
stick to it.
Remember that Christmas is an expensive time of year
for everyone. With some close friends and adults in the
family you may be able to make a "no presents" pact.
Or agree to exchange only token gifts with a fixed limit
on how much you spend.
Try shopping with cash only - that way you can't spend
more than your budget. And shop around, you may find
it cheaper elsewhere.
Try not to feel pressurised by children into buying
expensive toys or other items you can't afford. Explain
the situation to them.
Don't run up an overdraft unless you have an
arrangement with your bank - the interest you have to
pay will be punitive.
Get advice as early as possible if you do run into debt
problems. Don't ignore them and hope they'll go away they won't. See the Citizens Advice website
www.adviceguide.org.uk for advice on how to tackle
debt and contact details of your nearest CAB for free,
confidential, independent money advice.

We have been asked to print the following from the
Campaign Against the Sutton Courtney Incinerator.
Members of the Parish Council have attended various
meetings about the incinerator, and concluded that the
issues are complex and the science is challenging. If the
experts disagree, then it’s even harder for a lay Council
to reach a conclusion. Some of us were also concerned
that some of the evidence used by the Campaign was at
best misleading and at worst wrong. For this reason the
Council decided to remain neutral on the issue of the
incinerator. Please be aware of this, and of the
overriding need to find a better solution for our rubbish
than just landfill.
OPEN LETTER TO HARWELL RESIDENTS
Oxfordshire County Council is currently considering a
proposal to build a very large incinerator close to Didcot
Power Station, to burn 300,000 tons of waste a year.
A campaign has been launched to oppose planning
permission for such an incinerator. The Vale of White
Horse District Council has agreed and raised 12
objections with the County Council. Particular concerns
are that:
No independent study is being undertaken into the
health issues involved and no study is planned on the
cumulative health and environmental impact of adding a
large incinerator to the Power Station and landfill site.
Waste incineration can cause air pollution over at least a
12 miles radius. There are less damaging alternatives to
incineration and County Councillors has been denied
the opportunity to debate the options. It is crucially
important that all local residents understand the risks
involved with incinerators.
We urge you therefore to look at the web site
www.scai.co.uk and read the mass of other information
on the internet. We all owe it to our children to be much
better informed about the potential impact on the local
community over the next 25 years!
If you agree then pleas e sign the on-line petition, (just
follow the links on the front page of www.scai.co.uk).

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell

Editorial Notes: Harwell News is published at the beginning of
alternate months. Other than in reports of Parish Council matters any
opinions expressed are not those of the Parish Council. Items for the
February issue should be with the editor by January 24th. Email
news@ harwellparish.co.uk or send to M Ricketts, 16 The Park.
Distribution is organised by Mrs. Pat Staples, tel. 01235 835660.
Advertising queries to the Clerk - contact details on page 1.
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ITS GOING TO BE A PURRRRRRRFECT PANTO !
Hello, Boys and Girls, Mums and Dads.
My name is Puss and I am going to be in the Pantomime' Puss
in Boots' at the Corn Exchange Wallingford, soon. There will
be lots of your favourite Panto characters with me.
It all takes place in the village in Arcadia; there is the Queen
and Freckles, who can't make up their minds if they are going
to get married or not and the beautiful Princess Miranda who
seems to be falling in love with Peter and his cat (that's me)
There is Mother Goose, Jack and Marjory Daw, the Lord
Chamberlain and many more.
Caspar and Hector who are forced to work in the Ogre’s
kitchen are so stupid. They keep getting into lots of arguments
and throw flour and eggs and all sorts of things at each other.
It really is very messy!!
Oh, there is also the opportunity for you to become a celebrity,
yes! When you children are invited on stage to join Caspar
and Hector to help them to sing a song to the audience. They
can't even organise that themselves!! They are so silly.
Look! I need your help. You see, there’s Crunchbones, the
wicked Ogre, who wants to eat our villagers for his dinner
and his evil servant Gruesome who hunts for food (us) for the
Ogre.
We try to hide from them, but we’ll need lots of help from you,
to tell us when they are approaching. We need you to Hiss and
Boo, and shout us a warning.
You will come and help us won't you? OH yes you will! But be
sure to book your seats early, as we need YOU. We will be so
upset if you can't get a seat. It’s going to be such fun!!
OH, NO! Here comes Gruesome and I think he wants me for
his cooking pot! I'm off! See you soon. Bye, Bye!
Puss in Boots will be on stage nightly, Sundays
and Mondays excepted, at the Corn Exchange
Wallingford, from 15th to 31st January 2009 with
matinees on Saturday afternoon. Tickets on sale
from 10am - 1pm Fridays & Saturdays
For further information please phone Box Office.
01491 825000

.

