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Parish Council Meetings 

December 2008: Only urgent business was included, as 

most of the time was devoted to discussing the budget 

for the forthcoming year. 

January 2009: The Chairman opened the meeting by 

congratulating Mrs. Beswick on being awarded the OBE 

in the new-year’s Honours List. 

The Council’s main agenda item was the setting of a 

precept for the year 2009-10. The workshop in 

December had concluded that there needed to be a 

significant increase in the coming year. Several areas of 

expenditure were likely to be higher; insurance and 

professional fees may rise from ~£4k to ~£6k, the 

Cemetery extension will start being incorporated, and it 

was agreed to budget £4k for the preparatory work of 

the Pavilion Consortium, of which the Parish Council is 

a member. The precept was set at £44,200, compared to 

£38,480 last year. It is estimated that this will mean an 

increase for a Band D property of about £5.70 per 

annum to around £48 per annum for the Parish Council 

element of Council Tax. Further details may be seen in 

the draft minutes on the Parish Council’s website. 

The Council discussed a new plan for the proposed 

Orchard Way rural housing exception site on a motion 

that this plan from the Sovereign Housing Association 

should go forward for planning permission. Several 

members of the public were allowed to make any new 

comments they had on the scheme, and then Councillors 

discussed the plans. Concern was expressed that the 

scheme did not reflect what had been originally sought 

by the Parish Plan, namely providing affordable shared-

ownership properties, as all but 2 of them would be for 

rent. Although the Council remains in favour of an 

affordable housing scheme for the Parish, the vote on 

this proposal was 1 for, 5 against with 2 abstentions. 

It was agreed that the request for outline planning 

permission for the ‘Harwell 2008’ Pavilion project 

should be made in the name of the Parish Council. 

Under reports from our District and County Councillors, 

Colin Lamont reported that an independent health 

assessment has been called for regarding the proposed 

incinerator at Sutton Courtenay. This would be carried 

out by the Environment Agency & the local Primary 

Care Trust, but would not take place until planning 

permission had been obtained. Any specifications for 

operators would come from the EU. 

Our District Councillors reported that the new waste 

contractor from 2010 is to be Verdant, which will mean 

that fortnightly waste collections will be put in place, 

using microchipped wheeled bins; budget proposals 

show that a 4.99% increase in Council Tax will still not 

provide enough funding to avoid cutting back on some 

services.  

PCSO Clarke reported that since mid-December, there 

has been 1 incident of criminal damage to a vehicle, 1 

theft from a motor vehicle, and 1 theft of a mobile 

phone, along with some domestic incidents. The SID 

machine and LTI20 speed gun have been used in 

Reading Road and on the High Street, with no speeding 

recorded. Residents may volunteer to assist police using 

the speeding devices; please contact PCSO Clarke if 

interested. 

The full minutes of both meetings are available on the 

PC’s website www.harwellparish.co.uk. Note that the 

council publishes draft minutes from the most recent 

meeting as soon as they are available, which may be 

amended before approval at the next council meeting. 

It has been reported that one or more dog-owners are 

routinely allowing their dog to foul Jennings Lane. 

Anyone with any information is invited to contact the 

Clerk, as above. Also it has been noticed that dog mess 

is being put in ordinary waste bins. Would dog-owners 

please use the appropriate bins; if you think a particular 

street or area needs a bin please mention it to the Clerk 

or a Councillor. 

The next meetings of the Parish Council are on 
Tuesdays 10

th
 February and 10

th
 March. Items for the 

agenda should be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one 

week before this. Contact at clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, 

on 01235 820006 where messages can be left, or in 

writing to 1, Wantage Road, OX11 0LJ. Office hours 

are 9 to 11am Monday to Wednesday. 

Parish Footpath Walk 

Thirteen Harwellians turned out on Sunday, 23rd 

November 2008 to take part in the Annual Footpath 

Walks recording observations and problems. 

For once, the weather was extremely kind to us that 

afternoon following a most dreary morning - the sun 

shone and the wind was not too bitter. All of the walks 

were completed with the exception of no 7 which 

involved a detour. 

The Parish Council would like to thank those residents 

who kindly supported this event including those who 

completed walks prior to Sunday. The picture shows 

some of the walkers (apologies for quality) 

 

Didcot Development Update:  Exhibition in the 

Village Hall 6th Feb – See pull-out centre-pages > 

http://www.harwellparish.co.uk/
http://www.harwellparish.co.uk/
mailto:accounts@harwellparish.co.uk
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Planning Matters 
Permissions: 

HAR/4612/4 Move business sign from highway to 

private land at Princes Manor Farm for Nightingale 

Associates. 

HAR/6404/7,8-LB Alterations, White Hart, High Street, 

& erection of decking area with shelter. 

Refusal: 

HAR/20485/1 (re-submission) Erection of 2 dwellings 

at Land adjacent to Silverdown, Reading Road. 

The refusal was based on the following: The site is an 

area of undeveloped paddock land which in the opinion 

of the District Planning Authority lies outside the built 

up area of the village & is more closely associated with 

open countryside. The proposed development would 

result in the urbanisation of this area which would have 

a harmful impact on the rural setting of the village & 

would not conserve or enhance the character of the 

North Wessex Downs AONB. As such the proposal is 

contrary to the adopted VWH Local Plan in particular 

Policies H11, GS2, DC1 & NE6. 

CHI/HAR/14221/67 Erection of 2 free-standing signs 

7m x 3m at Harwell SIC. Planners felt that the size & 

location of the signs made them visually prominent & 

failed to preserve the character or appearance of the 

area, which is located within the North Wessex Downs 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The proposal 

therefore had an impact on the visual amenity on the 

AONB contrary to Policies DC15 & DC18 of the 

adopted VWH Local Plan 2011. 

New Applications: 

HAR/20729 Erection of ext. The Nook, Church Lane. 

 Contact details District Councillors: 

Mrs. M. Turner 15 Tyrrells Close, 821248 

margaret.turner@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

Reg Waite reg@regwaite.co.uk 7 Hengest Gate 861779 

& County Councillor: 

 Colin Lamont colin.lamont@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

2 The Old School, School Lane. 832866 

Harwell Village Hall 
As you know we had to cancel a Safari Supper that 

was planned for October, but I am pleased to say that 

one will now be held on Saturday 21
st
 March.  The 

event is already fully booked but if you would like to go 

on the waiting list please contact Debbie Greenfield.  

Her telephone number is 820760 and her e-mail address 

is debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk 

The Chairman and Booking Secretary are standing 

down at the AGM in June next year after six years and 

five years respectively.  I would welcome enquiries on 

832866 from anyone interested in taking over these 

positions.  The job of Booking Secretary carries with it 

an honorarium of £400 per year plus expenses (not £200 

as previously stated).  The two halls are a vital and 

flourishing part of our community.  Involvement in their 

running can be interesting and rewarding 

Fees for hiring the hall have not been increased since 

2005, but the Committee has decided that a modest rise 

will be necessary as from 1
st
 April.  The new rates will 

be displayed in the Hall and can be sent on request to 

anyone wishing to see them. 

It has been decided to permit a mobile fish & chip 

van to operate in the Village hall car park on Tuesdays 

from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m.  This will be initially for a trial 

period of 3 months, but may continue beyond that time 

if feedback is positive.  It was felt that there is a need 

for this service because the village currently has no 

supplier of hot food.  The first visit is planned for 3
rd

 

February and we hope that many residents will try it 

out. 

Colin Lamont, Chairman 
 

Steventon House Hotel 
 with Conservatory Restaurant 

Under new management  

Mon – Fri – Light Lunches at competitive prices 

Traditional Sunday Lunch 12 to 2.30pm 

Anniversaries, parties, Weddings catered for 

Evenings, Mon-Sat – a la carte menu  

www.steventonhousehotel.co.uk 01235 831223 
 

 

 

ANTIQUES  - Wanted 
 

Single items or deceased effects cleared 

Jewellery, silver, china, etc. 

Furniture Pre 1930 

Telephone 01235 221152 

 
BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE  

Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine  

and new English oak 

BUILDING SERVICES  

Extensions, windows, doors 

Carpentry and joinery 

www.fox-wood.co.uk 

Tel/Fax: 01235 835553 

Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk 

M A D Studio – making a difference! 
Private lessons in Effective Communication 

and Drama for Adults 

& Young People 

Call or e-mail Fiona Brennan-Scott 

 821 633 / 07780 856043 / fiona.brennanscott@googlemail.co.uk 

mailto:reg@regwaite.co.uk
mailto:colin.lamont@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk
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Little Pippins Pre-School 
Little Pippins Annual General Meeting is Monday 9th 

March, from 8pm, at the Pre-School.  There will be a 

guest speaker (to be announced).  Everyone welcome. 

Little Pippins Pre-School welcomes children form two 

and half with an adult present and from age three on 

their own. Both morning and afternoon sessions are 

offered and parental choice in session is important to us. 

We also provide a supervised lunch session so our 

children can stay in the setting and eat their packed 

lunch. Please contact us on 01238 821741 for more 

information. 

We would like to say a big       Thank-You 

To everybody who organised and supported us with our 

Christmas fundraising. In total we raised over £3000!   

We firstly would like to thank everyone involved in 

making the Christmas Tree Festival a success. We 

would especially like to thank our sponsors 

Nightingales Associates and Chinnor Garden Centre for 

supplying the beautiful trees. Thanks also to the Baggs 

Tree Buskers for performing. We would also like to 

thank everyone who spent hours hand crafting the 

decorations, and everyone who supported us on the day. 

There were 12 fantastic entries but the trophy for the 

Best Tree in Show this year went to Harwell Primary 

School’s Foundation Class, with their Gingerbread tree, 

closely followed by Harwell Fun Club, and Rainbows.  

 

 Foundation Class Pupils receiving trophy, presented by 

last years winners Harwell Young Singers and Andrew 

Heason from Nightingales associates.  

We would also like to say Thank You to everybody who 

came out to see and donated to Santa on his Sleigh 

around the village at his debut Didcot appearance. 

Finally we would like to report that our Harwell ‘As It 

Was’ calendar was a resounding success raising in the 

region of £1000. We would like to thank everyone 

involved producing the calendar, the sponsors and 

everyone who brought one. Look out for next year’s 

edition… 

 

 
Fun Club is the village baby and toddler group.  We 

meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday mornings in term 

time 9.30-11.30am.  All parents and carers of babies and 

toddlers (ie 0-5s), as well as mums-to-be, are most 

welcome.  Just to make it clear, we do also welcome 

men - some dads do actually come regularly.   

The cost per session is just £1 per family, including 

refreshments, regardless of the number of children.  

Your first visit is free. 

For more information please contact Sally Poyton on 

01235 831456 or spoyton@art-sally.net 

 

 

 HARWELL YOUNG SINGERS 
Do you love to sing? 

We are currently looking for enthusiastic singers 
between the ages of 7-18 to join our choir. We try 
to provide challenging and fun music of different 
styles. Our aim is to sing at a high standard at 
every performance. 

We meet on Thursday evenings from 6.15pm 
until 7.15pm at St. Matthews Church, Harwell. 

For more information please contact Zara 
Zimmerman on 07752495118 or Heidi Zimmerman 
on 07752495352 

 
 

We provide a full range of legal services including 

 Conveyancing 

 Wills and Probate 

 Matrimonial 

For a professional and friendly service 

Tel: 01235 811888 

The Glass Tower, 6 Station Road, Didcot OX11 7LL 

Also at:  16 Market Place, Wallingford 

 Tel: 01491 839839     

FUN CLUB NEWS 
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Village shops 

When once-leading chains like Woolworths and MFI 

shut down and Marks and Spencer's shut 27 of their 

mini food shops, it's clear that 2009 is going to be a very 

difficult year for retailers. Village shops are especially 

vulnerable because they have already had to face the 

challenge of the era of the "one-stop supermarket" shop. 

Supermarkets now getting into a price war increase the 

challenge to local shops just being used for "top-up" 

shopping. 

You'll remember the motto used by the campaign to 

save local sub- Post Offices - "Use it or loose it". Well, 

we lost ours and we should be aware that this still 

applies to our shops. They don't expect us to do a 

complete or major shop with them but they do need our 

support more than ever in the difficult time ahead. A 

purchase of just one more item each time we shop will 

make a difference, so give it a thought. If you don't want 

to have to go into Didcot for your meat or newspaper, 

then buy something  extra each time you shop. It need 

not be more expensive than from a supermarket but it 

could help to keep local shops open to our great 

benefit." 

Harwell Women’s Institute 
Harwell W.I. Members finished off the old year in 

December with a very humorous talk by Mel Rees who 

took talked about his ‘Family and other Setbacks’. This 

was a lighted hearted look at all aspects of his life and 

many others beside!   I think he could be described as 

one of the original ‘Grumpy Old Men’! 

In January [yes I do mean January] the annual 

Christmas dinner and get together was held at The 

Home Farm Trust at Milton Heights and was attended 

by 35 members.  This started with mulled wine and 

continued with good food and a caption quiz based on 

two photos taken of members during the year. We’ve 

also gone by limousine to the ballet, Matthew Bourne’s 

‘Edward Scissorhands’, at Sadler’s Wells. 

The regular January meeting started the year on a very 

positive note with Julia Dionian, who lives in the 

village, talking about ‘Life Coaching’.   After a short 

talk describing that Life Coaching’ is not the same as 

teaching or counselling, she did a very interesting role 

play with one of the Members who pretended to be 

concerned about the ‘clutter’ in her house.  We 

understand that following this exercise a large amount 

of clutter has actually been dealt with!! 

The February meeting will be held on Wednesday 11
th

 

and is a talk and slides given by one of the Members, 

Sue Greatbanks.  The title is ‘PINK IN PERU’ and is 

based on a walk in Peru which Sue did last year in aid 

of the local charity Against Breast Cancer’. 

There is no regular meeting in March as it is the AGM. 

There is, however, an exciting programme for the next 

year including real Owls, Wine Tasting, Smugglers and 

Customs, Old Films, Hands-on Instruments, Handbell 

Ringing, Barge Painting, and more. 

Come and join us for this exciting new year and enjoy 

the events.   Visitors are always welcome.  Meetings are 

on the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall.   For more information, contact our 

Secretary, Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430. 

 

 

Memories are Made to Share 

Restore your videos, 

photographs and slides to 

share on DVD or the 

Internet  

 

See our website or give us 

a ring for further details 

 

www.conceptfilming.co.uk 

01235 884884 
 

http://www.conceptfilming.co.uk/
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Great Western Park… 

is on hold, but it will happen one day, providing 600 new homes in Harwell Parish. 

The Vale of White Horse… 

has published plans for the further expansion of Didcot with another 2300 homes in Harwell Parish. 

So, an extra 2,900 houses in the Parish in the next twenty years! 

 

Map adapted from Vale’s Core Strategy, preferred options report, page 61, section 5.9.  

See the report, or visit the exhibition for more detail. 

Many people don’t realise that the Parish boundary stretches all the way from the “Harwell Campus” 

in the south to Milton Park on the north.  The boundary crosses the A34 and includes a significant 

portion of the proposed Great Western Park. 

Although all the development will be on the other side of the A34 it will have an impact on the 

village, regardless of whether it’s part of Harwell or Didcot, or within the Vale of White Horse or 

South Oxford District Council. 

What does this mean for us? 

These pages, prepared by a working party of the Parish Council and representatives from Keep 

Harwell Rural, are designed to alert you to these plans and to describe some of the issues. 

We encourage you to visit the exhibition in the Village Hall on Friday February 6th and make your 

views known to the planners before their deadline of February 27th. 
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Some things which will have an impact on everyone in the village: 

Traffic 

Traffic levels through Harwell at peak times 

are predicted to increase by about 50% when 

Great Western Park (3,200 houses) is built. 

Adding a further 4,500 houses to the west of 

Didcot by 2026 will surely at least double the 

levels if nothing is done. The proposed 

‘Harwell Bypass’ would take traffic off the 

B4493 (High Street) through the village, but it 

is diverted to the A417 (Reading Road), unless 

a link to Chilton or the Harwell Campus is also 

built.  

By-pass 

Harwell will need a by-pass.  So will West 

Hagbourne.  You will see a statement in the 

leaflet being distributed by the Vale that “The 

Council will require the new roads identified 

in the draft … Transport Strategy. In the Vale 

these currently include: A new road to the 

east of the A34 linking the A4130 with the 

A417 to relieve congestion … through Harwell 

village.” 

This statement only occurs in the leaflet.  

There is no commitment in the current draft 

of the plans that the Council will require such 

a road.  At the exhibition ask to see the 

commitment in the plans (it may be there and 

we’ve missed it), and write to the Vale  to 

insist that any development must be linked to 

a scheme to relieve traffic in Harwell. 

Tell them that a link to the Kingswell is no 

solution – if it is to be built it must take traffic 

completely away from the village, preferably 

with a Chilton Link all the way to the A34. 

By-pass alternatives 

If the new plans extend housing all the way 

from Great Western Park to the A34 there is 

another option for a by-pass. Take it north of 

the village, over the A34 north of Cow Lane, 

through to the A4130 at the end of Grove 

Road. Is this a better idea? – if you think so, 

tell the planners. 

Transport 

At the exhibition, look for cycle ways. Look for 

commitment to public transport. At the 

moment the X32 bus is partly funded to 

support workers at Harwell getting to their 

homes, or to Didcot station.  If there is a 

village by-pass, how do we make sure that the 

buses don’t also by-pass the village? 

Think about your own transport.  With all this 

development, how much longer will it take 

you to get to your doctor, to the station, to 

the Post Office, and to anywhere east of 

Didcot. 

Don’t forget that a by-pass, which takes traffic 

away from the village, will also reduce the 

passing trade which is so important for our 

village shops. 

Rural Gap 

Another statement in the Vale’s leaflet is that 

the Council will retain open gaps between 

new development and the nearby villages.  

Ask to see where the gap is between our 

village and the expanded Didcot. Our 

suspicion is that there will be a ribbon of 

development (and roundabouts and other 

junctions) all the way from Harwell to Didcot. 

The A34 is not a rural gap! 
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Services – doctors, school 

One of the problems with developments like 

this is that facilities always lag behind the 

building of the actual houses.  So the people 

who move in first have no new schools or 

doctors surgeries to go to, and put huge 

pressure on the existing services.  The surgeries 

in Didcot saw this when Ladygrove was built, 

and we can anticipate a large increase in 

demand for places at the Harwell School, with 

the risk that when they have the space and the 

teachers to cope with that demand, a new 

school opens in Didcot, and gradually our 

school is left with the cost of the new facilities, 

but less pupils.  For sure, growth this large will 

put strain on all services, and this will impact 

everyone in the village. 

Loss of agricultural land 

Let’s not forget that Great Western Park is 

being built on good quality agricultural land 

which the planning inspector thought should 

be preserved – he was overruled.  We may 

need that land for future generations if 

forecasts of rising sea levels come true and ruin 

some of the UK’s best agricultural land in 

places such as East Anglia.  Ask about the 

amount of good quality inland agricultural land 

that will be lost to this new scheme. 

Affordable Housing 

The new plans state that 40% of the new 

houses will be affordable (for Great Western 

Park it’s 30%). Given this volume of affordable 

housing in the Parish boundary it becomes 

increasingly hard to justify building specific 

affordable units within the village.  This would 

be a shame if there are people hoping to take 

advantage of housing in the village allocated to 

people with direct village connections.  The 

affordable housing in the new scheme will be 

allocated to people in the Vale as a whole, 

without any specific allocations for the village – 

even though they are being built on land in the 

parish. 

 

What can we do? This means you, and the village collectively,  

through the Parish Council and the Keep Harwell Rural campaign 

Well, one option is do nothing. 

But the Parish Plan, put together in 2003 included a survey which was responded to by 79% of the 

village.  Most of those who responded rated the westward expansion of Didcot as their biggest 

concern.  Although at the time the threat was Great Western Park, the Parish Council will take this as 

a mandate to continue resisting the new plans, or, if resistance is futile, to press for the best 

outcome for the village. 

But we need your help. 

The Vale’s Preferred Options are published for public consultation to find out what people think. 

There is a six week period for people to make their comments by 27th February. There will be public 

exhibitions, at various locations, including Harwell Village. There is a leaflet summarising the plans, 

which will be available at the exhibition.  If you can’t make the exhibition, the Parish Clerk (820006) 

and the Chairman (835430) have a few. 
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Please come to the Village Hall on Friday Feb 6 

from 3 to 7pm, plus an evening workshop from 7 to 9 pm. 

Take a look at the plans, and tell the planners what you think. Set aside time for the workshop, 

when the Vale will be holding open discussions about the plans and their impact on our village. 

Submit your comments, suggestions and objections to the Vale Planning 

Department by the deadline of Feb 27th 

E-mail:  planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

Letter:  Vale of W.H.D.C., Abbey House, OX14 3JE 

Tell your Councillors what you think,      so they can take your views into account when 

they make their formal response to the Vale. There will be a Parish Councillor at the exhibition on 

Feb 6th all the time. Details of your District and County Councillors can be found in this newsletter, 

and on the Parish website. 

Write to the press  

Some of you may have seen John Fisher’s recent letter about Great Western Park.  If you are also 

concerned with the impact of these plans on your life, or your children’s life, in the village, please 

make your views heard. 

Over the last four years KHR has opposed the 

further expansion of Didcot at every stage, largely 

because of stress on the area’s infrastructure, but 

also because of the further loss of quality 

agricultural land and the erosion of rural gaps. We 

have particularly opposed the Vale’s acceptance of 

half the extra houses in Harwell Parish. It's not too 

late to have your say on these proposals – the plans 

may be advanced and seem fixed, but they are not 

yet done and dusted. If Didcot expands as in these 

plans local traffic will increase.  Are the road 

improvements adequate? We don’t think they are  - 

less peak hour traffic on the High Street is fine, but 

if it's diverted to the Reading Road there's still a 

problem. Will the roads and facilities be ready in 

time, with firm commitments? Look at the plans, 

ask your questions, and make your points while you 

have the chance! 

Tony Hughes  

Chairman, Keep Harwell Rural Campaign) 

Now is the time to make your views 

known – in a few weeks it will be 

too late, and these houses will, 

inevitably, come to Harwell.   

By now you should be aware that there are plans 

for many more houses in Harwell Parish, and that 

these plans will affect everyone in the village over 

the next twenty years. NOW is the time to respond 

and have some influence on those plans while they 

are still only a proposal. Please visit the exhibition in 

the Village Hall on Friday Feb 6th, and if you can, 

attend the workshops.  It will be the best, and 

maybe the only, opportunity you have for making 

your views known direct to the planners. 

David Marsh  

Chairman, Harwell Parish Council
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DIDCOT ROTARY CLUB 

Are you a business and professional person who would 

like to `make a difference in the Community` - Local, 

National, International? Do you want to meet new 

friends by networking in the business community and 

enjoy a varied social life, then come along to the 

`Rotary Open Evening` with a finger buffet meal, 

arranged by the Rotary Clubs of Abingdon, Abingdon 

Vesper and Didcot on Wednesday 25
th

 February, 

7.30pm at Drayton Golf Club.  You will hear from 

Doctor Keith Barnard -Jones on why the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation has donated 100 million dollars to 

Rotary International to help eradicate Polio from the 

remaining 4 polio-infected areas and how YOU can help 

in preventing 25,000 children dying everyday in the 

world from preventable causes. There will also be 

displays on other Rotary humanitarian projects. 

If you are interested then contact Brian Key, 01865 

820702 or E Mail bwk69@tiscali.co.uk (Rotary is a 

dual gender organisation. We have members in Harwell 

and meet at Steventon House Hotel) 

The Mobile Library will be in Harwell, at the Village 

Hall car park from 9.15 to 9.40 on Wednesdays 4
th

 & 

18th in February & March. 

Harwell School Association is holding a 

Salsa night on Friday 6th March. (No partners 

required as it is akin to Salsa Aerobics). It 

promises to be great fun while burning off a 

few calories at the same time. A Family Bingo 

night is also planned for June 5th so keep this 

date free for the whole family and friends. 

Further details and tickets will be available 

from the School shortly.  

Tickets and further details from Harwell 

School. On another note The Harwell School 

Association is about to apply for registered 

charity status (as all PTAs are now required to 

do by law).  To do this, we need to amend our 

constitution so that it is in line with all other 

PTAs affiliated, as we are, to the National 

Council of Parent Teacher Associations.  As 

everyone in the village who has a legitimate 

connection with the school, past or present, is 

a member of the Harwell School Association 

and a public meeting is necessary to amend the 

constitution, you are invited to an imminent 

meeting one Monday after school at the 

school.  (At the time of writing, we do not yet 

have the date.)  Please be assured that the 

amendments sought are not major and that the 

spirit of the Harwell School Association's 

current constitution - which has served the 

school and its friends well over many decades 

- is upheld within the changes which are being 

required of us.  If, however, you would like 

more details or to attend the meeting, please 

contact the School Secretary on 835337 who 

will either arrange for one of the Officers of 

the current committee to contact you or be able 

to tell you when the meeting will take place so 

that you can attend in person.  

Chilton Toddler Group Nearly New Sale 

Saturday 28th March, 10-12am - Chilton Village Hall. 

Sale of toys, books, baby equipment, maternity, baby & 

children's clothes. Entry by donation. Refreshments 

available. Contact Emma Coghill on 01235 820260 or 

e.coghill@har.mrc.ac.uk for more information. 

 

 

 
www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk 

didcot@thomasmerrifield.co.uk 

01235 813777 

Your Local Independent Estate Agents 

If you are thinking of selling, would like a free 

market appraisal or expert advice then please 

contact us. 

 

 

mailto:bwk69@tiscali.co.uk


The Harwell News - Number 154 Page 10 February 2009  

 

 

  

Harwell Gardeners’ Club 

Monday 2nd February 7.30 p.m. Village Hall 

What To Do With All Those Flowers You 
Will Be Getting For Valentines Day!  A 

flower arranging demonstration by Teresa 

Freeman of Freeman’s Flowers. 

Competition: Snowdrops 

Monday 2nd March 7.30 p.m. Village hall 

Irish Gardens  by Dr John Page 

Competition :Daffodils 

Monday 6th April 7.30 p.m. Village Hall 

Gardens Fit For Kings  by Barty Phillips 

Competition: A Vase of Regal Flowers 

Visitors welcome to any of these talks - 

entry £1. Any enquiries to:- Wendy Sinclair 

on 221008 or Janice Markey 832802 

 
 

 

 

Breast Cancer Care  

Ribbon Walk  

in association  

with woman&home 

Some will walk it for their mum, some for a best 
friend, many in thanks for a loved one who 
recovered, others in memory of those who didn’t. 
Who will you walk it for? 
We want everyone to come together to support 
people affected by breast cancer. Whether you’ve 
had breast cancer yourself, plan to walk for family 
or friends, or just want to enjoy a fun day’s walk in 
stunning countryside, this is a day to celebrate, be 
moved and inspired. 
What is the Ribbon Walk? 
The Ribbon Walk is a day of fun, camaraderie and 
achievement, bringing hundreds of women and 
men together to take part in beautiful and 
challenging countryside walks. Starting and 
finishing at some of the country’s most magnificent 
stately homes, you can choose to follow a 10 or 20 
mile circular ribbon route. In return, we promise 
you an unforgettable day with fantastic trails, 
beautiful scenery and enthusiastic support from the 
Breast Cancer Care and woman&home teams. 
Blenheim Palace & Cotswolds - 30 May 2009 

 
The event starts and finishes in the magnificent 
estate of England’s finest stately home, Blenheim 
Palace, a World Heritage Site, and showcases an 
area of breathtaking scenery. 
Sign up now! 
www.ribbonwalk.org.uk / 0870 145 0101 and 
quote Promotional Code LZ900 to be entered 
into a free prize draw. 

 

 
Harwell Dental Practice 

Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ. 
01235-831889   www.harwelldental.co.uk 

 
Fully independent local dental care 

Easy free parking 
 

FUN CLUB NEWS 

 

http://www.ribbonwalk.org.uk/
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Harwell Feast Committee 
We are hoping that it will be third time lucky as 

we begin to plan the Harwell Feast 2009 to be 

held on Bank Holiday Monday May 25th. The 

usual events will take place including the High 

Street Parade and Recreation Ground events. 

(weather permitting!) 

Reg Waite, who has been out treasurer for 

several years, now feels that it is time to step 

down from this post. We thank him for all his 

hard work in keeping our finances in order. Reg 

will remain on the committee. We are looking for 

someone to join us in the capacity of treasurer. 

You would receive Reg’s guidance leading up to 

Feast Day. If you can help us please contact the 

chairman, Janice Markey on 832802. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire is a voluntary home-

visiting scheme, which offers friendship, support and a 

practical approach to families with children under the 

age of five. 

If you think you would like to be a Home-Start 

volunteer offering your help to young families in your 

area, we would be delighted to hear from you. We are 

starting a Volunteers' Preparation Course starting in the 

near future and if you would like any further 

information about the course or Home-Start, please 

contact Hilary Mundy on 01235 511152 or at 

Homestartso@btconnect.com 

 

The company I work for hasn’t been doing so well 

recently and there are rumours they are going to be 

making a lot of people redundant. What are my 

rights in this situation? How do I know whether I’ve 

been chosen fairly and do I have to accept the 

redundancy? 

Where an employer is making 20 or more employees 

redundant, this is called a 'collective redundancy'. An 

employer making a collective redundancy has to consult 

with a recognised trade union where there is one. Where 

there is no recognised trade union, an employer should 

consult with employee representatives before issuing 

redundancy notices. 

You can only be dismissed because you are genuinely 

redundant, e.g. your company’s business, or part of the 

business, is ceasing  to operate, moving to a different 

place, or the type of work required by the business has 

ceased or diminished or is expected to diminish. 

When your employer chooses who to make redundant, it 

is illegal to use selection criteria which discriminate 

against anyone because of their age, gender, race, 

disability, sexual orientation, religion or belief. For 

example, if all the people chosen for redundancy are 

women, this would usually be sex discrimination and 

unfair dismissal. 

To be entitled to statutory redundancy pay you need to 

have worked for the firm for at least two years 

continuously since the age of 16 and be an employee. 

Self-employed people do not qualify.  

If you do not meet these conditions, you won't get a 

statutory redundancy payment, even if you are 

genuinely redundant. If you are excluded from statutory 

redundancy pay you may still be entitled to contractual 

redundancy pay from your employer under your 

contract. 

This is a complicated area and if you are in this 

position you should seek the help of an experienced 

adviser. For further advice on this or any other 

subject contact Didcot CAB on 01235 813632 or our 

website www.adviceguide.org.uk 

R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

trees lopped & felled, stumps removed 

hedges trimmed, gardens cleared 

walls – paths – drives 

sand, ballast, shingle supplied 

for free estimate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

Advice 

Column 

 

“Without Home-Start's help, I 

wouldn't have got through what 

was a very tough time. Thanks 

you so much to everyone of you 

for everything." 

 

http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/
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Harwell and Hendred Youth Football Club is in its 5
th

 season as a 

club and has 6 teams covering the full range of age groups and 

abilities. This all stems from our Soccer School which is currently 

held in East Hendred and caters for ages from 3 years old to 10. if 

you wish to join in with the School or join/support any of the teams 

then please feel free details are on our website www.hhyfc.info . 

Here are a few lines from the managers giving there perspective of 

how the season is panning out so far. 

HHYFC U8’s Nice to see the boys and girls in the team playing with 

smiles on their faces and great to have the parents support. We have 

had some excellent results and are looking forward to finishing the 

season on a high. 

The U9’s have had a mixed season starting with a 12-0 win at the 

beginning and leading to a quarter final appearance in the cup, with a 

near miss in progression. The team plays in the White league of the 

OMBL and are likely to finish in the high end of the table, but with 

fixture congestion they have a number of games in hand 

The U10's had a difficult start to the season playing the top three 

teams in successive weeks, but since then have bounced back 

admirably with some fine team performances and good results. 

Training at the Harwell School all-weather facility, the squad is 

continuing to improve as it looks forward to the leap to 11-a-side 

football next season. 

The Under 12' s are currently middle of the B League of the Oxford 

Mail Boys League.  The boys are enthusiastic players with nearly 

all of them attending training every week.  After a long break - six 

weeks without a match due to cancellations - we are hoping to get 

back on a winning run for the remaining part of the season.  

HHYFC under 13’s are not living up to the expectations set by last 

seasons achievements. Currently stand second in the league (lost one 

and drawn two and probably now unable to finish top as Kennington 

have won all their games) and quarter finals of the league cup. The 

objective now is to finish runners up in the league (tight between us, 

Didcot, Summertown, and Horspath) and to win the league cup!” 

HHYFC wishes to thank Harwell for their support: Harwell Parish 

Council – in particular Gary Taylor, Harwell Community Primary 

School for the use of all weather facilities, The sports club, in 

particular Charlie who uses his time to mark our pitches, and finally 

the parents and supporters who make the club what it is. 

Please visit our website www.hhyfc.info 

 

Editorial Notes: Harwell News is published at the 

beginning of alternate months. Other than in reports of 
Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not 

those of the Parish Council. Items for the April issue 

should be with the editor by March 24th.  Email news@ 

harwellparish.co.uk or send to M Ricketts, 16 The Park. 
Distribution is organised by Mrs. Pat Staples, tel. 01235 

833660. Advertising queries to the Clerk, see page 1. 

 

Events at Hill Farm, Little Wittenham: 

Sunday 8th February: 10am - 12noon 

Greening Your Home 

Fun activities for all the family. Come and find 

out what you can do to reduce your family’s eco 

footprint. Children £7, Adults Free.  

Mon 16
th
, Tues 17th February: 10am - 3pm 

Half Term Fun for Children 

Come and explore the reserve, play games, 

make something, but above all have fun in the 

outdoors!  

Sunday 1st March 

Northmoor Trust Science Week: Who eats 

what – Past and Present, children’s activities 

Join us for a walk around Little Wittenham 

nature reserve looking for signs of animal 

activity and find out who eats whom?  Followed 

by Dinosaur’s: predators of the Past with help 

from the Oxfordshire Geology Trust. £7 per 

child. Children must be accompanied by an 

adult.  Booking essential. 

For bookings or more information, please call 

01865 407792 or www.northmoortrust.co.uk 

http://www.hhyfc.info/
http://www.hhyfc.info/
http://www.northmoortrust.co.uk/

