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Parish Council Meetings
At the April meeting it was reported that Harwell Parish
Council‟s response to the Vale of White Horse District
Council‟s Local Development Framework (LDF) had
been submitted, and that a response to the SODC‟s LDF
was in preparation. The documents envisage most of
Didcot‟s new housing up to 2026 to the south and west
of the town, in the Vale‟s case in Harwell Parish. The
Council has also made a response to the South-Central
Oxfordshire Traffic Study, SCOTS, which considers
changes needed to the road network over the same
period. All these documents can be found on the Parish
website home page; parishioners are welcome to give
the Council their view on these.
The Council allowed MR P Gibbs to address the
meeting with regard to the proposed incinerator at
Sutton Courtenay. He outlined his concerns about
pollution and bringing in waste from outside the
County. County Councillor Mr. Lamont commented
that, while the buildings and use of the site come under
OCC, the actual incinerator and any pollution is the
responsibility of the Environment Agency. Several
Councillors were against the project on the grounds that
not enough information was available on pollution and
waste residue. After some discussion a proposal that the
Parish Council remain neutral on the matter of the
incinerator for the present was carried by 6 votes to 1.
Mr. Lamont is not standing for re-election at the
forthcoming election, and at the May meeting the
Council recorded it‟s thanks to him for his work on our
behalf over the last few years.
It was reported that the grass in the west field of the
Recreation Ground was not in good condition, and it
was agreed to get a quotation for remedial work. An
emergency meeting of the Council on 28th April was
held to further consider the matter and it was agreed to
aerate, scarify, fertilise and reseed the area. Although
not used regularly by sports teams, it was felt it should
be kept available for such, at least in the short term. It
was suggested that in the long-term, at least some of the
area might be put to another use; one idea was treeplanting on the west side to form a small copse.
It was reported that an application had been made by the
Consortium for outline planning permission for the
proposed pavilion in the Recreation Ground, but that it
had been withdrawn to make modifications after
discussion with Vale WHDC planners.
The Council had received requests to use the Rec from
the Feast Committee, and from Harwell Fun Club for
their picnic on 14th July, and agreed permission for both.
It was also agreed to replace the mower used in the
Churchyard, and a new mower has now been obtained.
The May meeting was the Annual Parish Council
Meeting. Mr. Marsh was re-elected as Chairman and
Mrs. Beswick was elected vice-Chairman.
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The Parish Council has been preparing an Emergency
Plan document, and Mrs. Beswick reported on progress.
She agreed to give a short presentation at the Annual
Parish Meeting. This is reported below.
District Councillor Mr. Reg. Waite reported that there is
now a tree-preservation order in place for the trees
surrounding the former orchard adjacent to Grove Road.
Although the life of the trees was finite, it was hoped
that future felling would be partial, allowing new trees
to become established while some of the present ones
remain.
Mr. Waite also reported that the Vale WHDC continues
to grants to Community Groups, and has given about
100 groups an average of about £1000 in the last year.
Applications are welcome from Charities, voluntary
organisations and clubs which seek to improve the
quality of life for those who live or work in the Vale.
The full minutes of both meetings are available on the
PC‟s website www.harwellparish.co.uk. Those from the
most recent meeting are in draft form, and may be
amended before approval at the next Council meeting.
The next meetings of the Parish Council are on
Tuesdays 9th June and 14th July. Items for the agenda
need to be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one week
before this. Contact clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, on
01235 820006 where messages can be left, or in writing
to 1, Wantage Road, OX11 0LJ. Office hours are 9 to
11am Monday to Wednesday.
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Planning Matters
Permissions:
HAR/16599/1 Single and 2-storey extension at
Kelbrooke, Townsend.
HAR/2738/14-LB Conversion of garage outbuildings to
studio at Locktons Farmhouse, Church Lane.
HAR/20812 Remove conservatory, erect single-storey
rear extension at Capel Cottage, Barrow Lane.
HAR/11514/2 Change of use from open space to
residential, land at 52 Westfield.
New Applications:
HAR/7208/2 Extension at Devonia, Didcot Road.
HAR/3503/4 Extensions at High Drive, Townsend.
HAR/17237/1 2-storey rear ext and 1-storey side ext. at
Porlock, Wellshead.
HAR/20846 2-storey ext at 14, Kings Lane.
HAR/3900/1 Extensions at Ty Gwyn, Reading Road
HAR/10723/4 Alter gable roof and convert roofspace,
Greystones, Didcot Road.
HAR/5841/14, 15-LB Form new pedestrian access at
The Old Brewery, High Street.
As well as neighbours comments the Council asked the
Vale WHDC to ensure there were no restrictions on
such a conversion, and that adequate parking remained.
HAR/1514/2 Change of use from open space to
residential, 52 Westfield.
Contact details District Councillors:
Mrs. M. Turner 15 Tyrrells Close, 821248
margaret.turner@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. Reg Waite
reg@regwaite.co.uk 7 Hengest Gate 861779

Annual Parish Meeting
This was attended by most of the Parish Councillors and
about 15 members of the public. Chairman of the Parish
Council David Marsh welcomed visitors and gave a
summary of the work the Council has been involved in
over the past year. Mr Marsh began with a resume of
parish council duties, and thanks to grounds staff for
their hard work during the year.
The recreation ground is well-used by sports clubs, and
the west field is undergoing treatment so that it can be
used more next season; Mr Taylor was thanked for his
work liaising with sports teams. Dog mess is still a
problem in some areas; this can be reported to
Environmental Wardens at VWHDC.
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X32 bus service appears to be a success; continued use
will help to safeguard it.
One resident asked whether speed cameras could be
erected in the village; the council is in favour of
cameras, and has asked for them to be erected at
problem sites, but OCC needs to monitor traffic and
road statistics before it will erect a camera.
The council has taken a neutral stance on the proposed
incinerator at Sutton Courtenay, until further evidence is
available. Comments from residents are welcome.
The council still supports the idea of affordable housing
for the village, but all sites have so far proved
unsuitable. Parish Council approval would be required
before any such project could begin.
Responses have been sent in to planning consultations
by VWHDC and SODC regarding further homes
planned around Didcot by 2026, and to a traffic study
(SCOTS report); responses were sent in by Mr Marsh
after being made available for comment. The Council
will follow up on all these consultations as necessary.
Visits to the council website are increasing – the village
history pages are popular with overseas visitors. Thanks
was expressed to Mr Marsh as webmaster.
Mr Marsh expressed thanks to Harwell News coordinators and distributors as well as the editor, to the
Garden Club for the maintenance of the war memorial
garden, to all those who helped to clean the war
memorial last autumn, and to all who took part in the
Footpaths Walk.
Two matters were presented by other Councillors. Mr
Ricketts described OCC‟s request for residents to
recommend street lights that might be switched off
between 12.30 and 5.30am, to reduce energy
consumption. Please send any suggestions to the Clerk.
And Mrs Beswick outlined Emergency Plan she has
been preparing, along the lines suggested by VWHDC‟s
Emergency Planning Officer. A version of the Plan will
be on the Council website, and councillors will all have
an “emergency pack” containing an up-to-date contacts
list. It is time-consuming collating all the information
for the Plan, but a draft version should be available
shortly; any suggestions or details for inclusion in the
Plan should be sent to Mrs Beswick. Residents should
always call 999 in an emergency.
Thames Valley Police were represented by PCSO
Clarke who said that they now hold monthly „surgeries‟
in the pavilion (see elsewhere for future dates)

The new pavilion project committee, Harwell 2008, is
awaiting notice from VWHDC planning department that
re-drawn plans are acceptable.
The cemetery extension will be taken back by the
Council at the end of the year, and prepared for use;
improvements are planned for the rest of the cemetery.
The Council has asked OCC to consider road
improvements on Didcot Road, and the Annual
Footpath Walk led to a document being submitted to
OCC, detailing action required to local footpaths. The

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking
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Freeman Orchard
4-6 Gaveston Road
Harwell Village
Oxfordshire
OX11 0HP
01235 821741
www.littlepippins.org.uk

The weather held off and the sun came out for a very
busy Harwell Feast. Our float Bedtime Stories came
second, and I would like to give a very big 'Thank
you' to two dads who helped us build it, they are
Robert Sosnowy and Dave Roberts without their
help we wouldn't have got very far at all!!
Events to look forward to.....
*We are having an Open Day on Saturday 13th June,
10am-2pm. This is a marvellous opportunity for
parents to come along and meet the members of
staff, and to see the setting, which offers an excellent
variety of activities for pre-school aged children, so
feel free to pop in for a chat!
*This year our annual summer outing takes us to
Cuttelslowe Park on Thursday 25th June, sounds like
a fun packed day.
*The annual Teddy Bears picnic will take place in
the recreation ground, on 14th July so get those
teddy bears at the ready!
The Breakfast club is providing extra care for those
families who need an early start Monday through to
Friday. Places are available to book and also at short
notice if needed. We have a walking bus for the
children going to Harwell Primary.
We have a few spaces left for this term, which
started on Monday 1st June. If you would like your
child to come please ring the Pre-school on 01235
821741 or just call in any day from 8.15am until
3.00pm and have a look around to see what we have
to offer the children.
Little Pippins Pre-School is considering offering an
After School Club and we need to assess the
demand. We are looking at running a club from 3pm
(when Little Pippins finishes) through to 5.30pm.
The After School Club would be available for
children from age 3. We would propose running it
Monday to Friday, if there is enough demand, from
September 2009. If you would be interested in your
child going to an After School Club then please give
us a call.
Nicky Mercer, Supervisor

M A D Studio

– making a difference!

Private lessons in Effective Communication
and Drama for Adults
& Young People
Call or e-mail Fiona Brennan-Scott
821 633 / 07780 856043 / fiona.brennanscott@googlemail.com
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Harwell Fun
Club
Baby and
Toddler Group
Are you a parent or carer for a toddler or a baby or
even a mum-to-be? Come along to Harwell Fun
Club and you can make new friends. We meet each
Tuesday of term time at the village hall between
9:30 and 11:30 am.
Craft activities are provided for the toddlers and
children (up to 5 yrs). We have a wide range of toys
for all ages and at the end of the session we sing
some songs.
The cost per session is just £1 per family and
includes a snack and drink for all children and
adults. Your first visit is free. For more information
please contact Penny Curtis on 01235 831558.

1st Harwell
(St Matthew’s)
Beavers
Scouting for 6-8½ year olds in Harwell.
We are slowly reaching our maximum allowed
members. If you live in Harwell and your child
wishes to join Harwell Beavers when they reach the
age of six, please ring Zara on 07752495118 this
will allow us to make every effort to ensure there is
a place for them after their sixth birthday.
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Harwell Women’s Institute
April’s meeting was interesting, fascinating and
totally hilarious. The speaker was Chrissie Harper
talking about „Owls – their history and behaviour‟.
She runs an Owl Sanctuary and is absolutely
besotted with all her residents. She brought 3 owls
with her and flew them across the Village Hall with
all of us ducking as they swept over our heads – very
close! I am pleased to report that there were NO
accidents.
May’s meeting was entitled „Talking Pictures‟ by
Mrs Bennie Pierce. It was an extremely enjoyable
evening packed with slides of famous painted
masterpieces which she linked up with suitable
poetry and prose in an amusing fashion.
A cake stall was held outside Bob the Butcher‟s
raising funds for the Village Hall equipment and
although it was a very showery morning, all was
sold out by midday.
The Harwell Feast on Bank Holiday Monday saw
the Members with their float „Mama Mia‟, playing
all the film‟s great music. They won first prize and
received the silver cup. They also did their „Human
Fruit Machine‟ again. Thank goodness the weather
was not quite as forecast and this year delivered a
warm, dry day.
In June on the 10th we have a Wine and Cheese
„tasting‟ evening arranged for us by Waitrose.
Should be yummy! This would be a good meeting
for new prospective members to come and see us
and a very sociable and relaxed way of getting to
know the club.
At our July meeting on the 8th, Customs Inspector
Malcolm Nelson is going to talk about his ‟40 years
Catching Smugglers‟. This should be fascinating
and Partners are invited to come along and see what
goes on. There is no meeting in August.
Apart from the regular monthly evening meetings,
there are outings planned to visit the Botanical
Gardens and Magdalen College Meadow in Oxford;
the River and Rowing Museum in Henley and the
ISIS project at Harwell.
The rest of the year will see an exciting programme
including Old Films; Hands-on Instruments;
Handbell Ringing; Talking Hats; Thornton‟s
Chocolates and more.
Come and join us this year and enjoy the events.
Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the
second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more information, contact our
Secretary, Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430.
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Fun for all the family at Harwell School in
June
June 5th (Fri) – bingo night with ploughman‟s supper
and licensed bar. Doors open 6.45pm.
June 27th (Sat) 2-4.30pm – A good ol‟ country fair:
the Harwell School Summer Fair. Featuring local
craftspeople and demonstrations; try your hand at
circus skills and dog agility; come and have your
face painted or try out the go-karts and bouncy
castles; there will be pocket money sideshows for
small children; a full programme of events in the
arena, including children‟s fancy dress and putting
the Headteacher in the stocks! Also refreshments in
the form of local cider, ice creams, teas and cakes
from our award-winning Regional School Cook of
the Year.
Why not field a team in our now traditional
Tug of War?
The event is rounded off by our annual Grand Raffle
where you can win £100 donated by Research Sites
Restoration Ltd. For more information on either
event, to buy raffle tickets or book in a team of Tug
of War-ers in advance, contact Liz Roberts 83 42 95
DRESSMAKING
Wednesday 12.30 – 2.30pm
Ten week term £65 per term
Autumn Term starts 23 Sept 2009.
East Hagbourne Village Hall
Suitable for the complete beginner or
more experienced dressmaker
Contact: SUE SOMANI
Tel: 01235 764953
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Third Time Lucky For Harwell Feast!
th

As I write this on Tues 26 May and it is cold, windy
and has been raining in the night I am so thankful that
the few raindrops in the morning dried up and the sun
shone on us for this year‟s Feast.
The parade was wonderful. The five floats did us proud.
I have to start with Mamma Mia by the W.I don‟t I?
What Super Troopers they were, and with Chris Stott as
an honorary W.I member and a certain person
attempting to look like an 18 year old bride, well, it was
the donkey that was the only sensible character on
there!
Harwell School‟s Noah’s Ark was just exquisite. I loved
the animals. There was a particularly fabulous giraffe
and ostrich on there, not to mention some very cheeky
monkeys too! I wonder who drew that octopus?
The Rainbow‟s Harwell Lido was another very original
idea such as we have come to expect from Lynn and her
team of Girl Guides. (Did you know that Harwell had
it‟s own outdoor swimming pool in the 1930‟s?)
The Fun Club Castle had fab artwork and I really liked
the bunting. We could do with a bit more for the High
Street next year if it‟s going spare!!
Little Pippins Bedtime Stories had aah factor in
bucketloads didn‟t it? All in their jim jams.
The Cubs with their Chinese Dragon, made at their
Zodiac Camp, brought a touch of The Orient to the
village.
The judges results were as follows:
1st
2nd
3rd

Mamma Mia
Harwell Women‟s Institute
Bedtime Stories
Little Pippins
Harwell Lido
Harwell Rainbows

Thank you to you all for your hard work in constructing
the floats, not to mention taking them apart again!
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The judge awarded Richard
Heaton the rosette for the best
car with his well turned-out
Singer. (I thought that was a
sewing machine!)
The vintage tractors joined us
too.
Many
have
been
completely stripped down and
restored by their devoted
owners and one such was
selected by the judge as best
tractor - owned by Jeff
Saunders.
Steam Engines, big and little
tooted and steamed their way
along the High Street causing
great excitement.
The organ grinder was a
colourful sight bringing up the
rear with the Island Farm
Donkeys.
Benson Veteran Cycles are
now a traditional part of The
Feast Parade with their
boneshaker bicycles.
I‟ll finish with what went first
and that was the lovely sound
of The Wantage Silver Band.
When you hear that you know
the parade is coming!
On the Rec there was lots to
Preparations in
entertain folks for the whole
Townsend
day. Animals as always
proved to be a big attraction with owls that you could
hold, donkeys that liked a stroke, ferrets that you could
bet on, and clever, agile, and sausage-loving dogs!!

The lovely May Queen was Rebekah Pearson and she
opened the Feast beautifully. She was attended by Amy
Ireson and Rosie Fishburn. I noticed that the girls wore
their dresses for a long time around the field. Rosie even
went home still wearing hers at the end of the day. I
have a photo of her queuing up for an ice cream whilst
eating a big pink candyfloss so I think she enjoyed
herself! To the right we picture them on the Rec.
Our very own musical group, The Bagg‟s Tree Buskers,
who originally formed to play in the Feast Parade, gave
us their own brand of swing jazz to sway to.
The Fancy dress entrants walked this year (or rode their
steed). I‟d love to see more doing this next year. If
you‟re not on a float come in the parade kids.
The lovely old vintage cars were being proudly driven.
The wax polish had certainly been used this weekend. I
liked the one with plants in the backseat. He had
obviously been round the plant stall before he joined the
parade!

www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk
didcot@thomasmerrifield.co.uk
01235 813777
Your Local Independent Estate Agents
If you are thinking of selling, would like a free
market appraisal or expert advice then please
contact us.
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Some scenes from Harwell Feast 2009
Clockwise from below we have the Bagg’s
Tree Buskers, then the winners of the Bonny
Baby comp – twins Leo & Kayne with the
Judges and Mum on the right. Then the
floats, beginning with the Fun Club’s Castle.
In reverse order – 3rd the Rainbow’s
colourful Harwell Lido, 2nd Little Pippins’
Bedtime Stories, and 1st Mama Mia by the
WI (this & pic of Townsend by Sara Lee)
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And yet more!!! Starting above right,
Noah’s Ark was built by Harwell
School. From the Fancy Dress
competition, above is Samuel
Hawthorne as The Black Knight, and
to the right Hannah Hawthorne &
Maryse Girgis as Superbugs! Below
them, a brisk moment from the
School’s Country Dancing and the
Virtual Sack Race. Finally the Best in
Show was Yogi.
Take a look at our website
www.harwellfeast.com
to see photos of the Feast.
We are hoping to add some old
Harwell Feast photos to it. If
anyone has any that they could lend
us to be scanned and put into the
Harwell Feast online archive please
contact Janice Markey on 832802.

June 2009
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The Children’s Fancy Dress was delightful Class 0 – 5 years
1st Samuel Hawthorne as The Black Knight
2nd Harry Harper as Prince Harry
3rd Joshua Baldock as A Pirate
3rd Isabelle Thorley as A Monkey
Class 6- 11 years
1st Sarah McIlroy Speed as An Ostrich
2nd Hannah Hawthorne & Maryse Girgis as Superbugs
3rd Scott Barter as A Clown
Bonny Baby Competition
With a record 26 beautiful babies entered this year the
judges called in extra help and took a long time
debating. Finally….
1st Twins Leo & Kayne Stockford |Bonner aged 7 mnth
2nd Brodie Penney aged 10 weeks
3rd Thea Atanasova aged 5 months
Specials Shanice Corcoran & Harvey Skidmore
Fun Dog Show Results
Prettiest Bitch: Chloe owned by Ann Gill
Handsomest Dog: Paddy owners Andy & Camilla
Braithwaite
Best Crossbreed: Annabel, owned by Beth Russell
Best Veteran: Pickle, owned by Hannah Greenough
Best 6 Legs: Poppy owned by Matalya Phillips
Best Rescue: Yogi owned by Jasmine Blakeley
Don't Eat The Sausage: Yogi again!
BEST IN SHOW: Yogi, owned by Jasmine Blakeley
RESERVE BEST IN SHOW: Paddy as above
As usual the Harwell School Country Dancing was
gorgeous. I love it when they make their mums and dads
join in with them!
Mr Cansell‟s races were as popular as ever. I gather
they didn‟t want to stop. It was only when he ran out of
ideas, finally resorting to doing a virtual sack race, that
he was allowed to finish! The Michael Armstrong
trophy was awarded to Cameron Fishburn.
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When the Morris Men were persuaded to come out of
the Legion we enjoyed a real bit of old English
tradition. Punch & Judy had the kids cheering and
shouting for Judy.
So many people helped the committee this year that I
don‟t know where to start to name you all. Indeed I
don‟t even know the names of some of you. So from
those who held ladders to put bunting up the High
Street, those who helped cook and serve BBQ, those
who turned up at dawn (felt like it to me!) to hammer in
stakes and put up ropes, those who baked cakes for the
Pavilion, those who fired up steam engines at 7 a.m. so
they‟d be ready for the parade, those who sold
programmes for hours on the gate, those who pulled
floats and those who sat upon them to those who
without asking walked around the field at the end of the
day and picked up the last of the rubbish. And all those
in between who did their part to make Harwell Feast
2009 a memorable and sociable day for villagers and
visitors a very big THANK YOU FROM ME AND
THE REST OF THE HARWELL FEAST
COMMITTEE.
We now invite applications for funding for village
projects to be made in writing to Janice Markey, 17,
Didcot Road, Harwell OX11 0DP Closing date
AUGUST 15th for consideration at our September
meeting. SEE YOU ALL NEXT YEAR
Janice Markey
HARWELL FEAST COMMITTEE
Chairman Janice Markey, Vice Chair Jayne Newman
Secretary Colin Lamont, Treasurers Jackie Askham & Reg Waite
Plus Patricia Cooke, Sid Gale, Jose Rostagni, Susan Lambert,
Vanda Hayden, Jake Castle & Philip Roberts
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Harwell Gardeners’ Club
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Doug Jordan, 1922 - 2009

July 6th Garden visit to „Inholmes‟ Woodland St Mary,
garden of Lady Williams.
August 3rd Garden visit to „The Old Rectory‟
Farnborough, garden of Mrs Todd Hunter.
All trips cost £5 to members, £6 to visitors.
Contact Ruth Alexander on 835359 if you wish to go
but have not put your name down yet.
Saurday July 11th Garden Fete – see poster.
Saturday 12th September Produce Show.
Schedules are now available from village shops. Open
to all villagers, not just members of Gardeners‟ Club.
Come and join us in this friendly (mildly competitive!)
village event.

harwell.bookgroup@googlemail.com

With sadness we record the death of Doug Jordan.
Tributes were paid to him at a Service in the Church for
his work for the community, particularly the Church,
over many years. He had been a bellringer since 1935,
and was a Churchwarden for 25 years.
Interviewed in 2001, Doug recalled his grandmother
telling him about the great fire of 1853, and told of his
childhood in the village before there was electricity
here, and when water was got from a well! His wartime
was spent in the army, culminating in the D-day landing
on Juno Beach.
His working life was as a builder, and his work in the
village included the Church extension. The tributes
recalled him as a family man who would always stop for
a chat when out, and latterly caring for his wife Enid. It
was a proud day for him when he took Enid to a
Buckingham Palace Garden Party. His family members
have lost a father, grandfather and great-grandfather; the
Parish has lost a much-loved servant and friend.
(Editor‟s note – the harwellparish website newsletter
archive doesn‟t yet contain the Feb 2001 interview with
Doug – we will complete the archive in the near future.

Sponsored Quarter-peal of Harwell Bells

________________________________________________________

Would you like to be a
Harwell Young Singer?
If you are 6½ - 18 then we would love to have you join
us. We meet on a Thursday evening from 6.15pm until
7.15pm in the church. This term will are working
towards singing at various events including Harwell
Songs of Praise and Harwell school fete. If you are
interested just come along or for more information Ring
Zara on 07752495118 or Heidi on 07752495352.

Harwell Book Group Launch
Do you love reading?
Come along and help set up a book group in Harwell.
We will be meeting once a month in the White Hart on
an evening to be decided amongst ourselves at the first
meeting.
Wednesday 24th June 8 p.m. at The White Hart.

th

On Sunday 7 June the bell-ringers will be ringing 1260
changes, that is eight bells in a different order each time.
This is to raise money for new pulleys. Please contact
Philip Roberts on 861409 to donate.

The Mobile Library will be in Harwell, at V Hall
9.15 to 9.40 on Wed. June 10th, 24th, July 8th and 22nd.

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell

ANTIQUES - Wanted
Single items or deceased effects cleared
Jewellery, silver, china, etc.
Furniture Pre 1930
Telephone 01235 221152
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Do you know
someone in
Harwell who is
having a baby?
The Mothers Support Network is a scheme in the
village, run by villagers, offering practical and
emotional support for mothers who have recently had a
baby. See the four-page leaflet called “Having a baby
in Harwell and Chilton” displayed on the parish noticeboard near the Jennings Lane bus stop.
If you, a friend, neighbour or relative in the village is
having a baby, contact Jane Woolley on Tel 22 10 30
and she will pop a copy of the leaflet through your/their
door, or ask your midwife/health visitor for one.
Particular features of the scheme are:
Cooked family meals – a group of volunteers in the
village provides cooked meals for families who have
recently had a baby, whether your baby is a few days or
a few months old, and whether it‟s your first or your
fifth. The frequency is flexible e.g. daily, every other
day, twice a week or whenever suits you, usually for a
couple of weeks. The meals are a gift from the
community as a token of practical support from other
villagers to alleviate some of the stress that they know a
new baby often brings. The scheme is completely free
and there is strictly no charge for the meals, and no
obligation to cook for others in due course. Contact:
Jane Woolley on Tel 22 10 30.
If you would like to volunteer to cook for this scheme,
please also contact Jane. We have about 20 volunteers
already (from a whole range of age groups), but
sometimes babies are like buses – you get none for ages
and then three come at once. So it would be useful to
have a greater number of volunteers on the books to
cope with peak times. You would need to cover the
cost of meal ingredients yourself (but you choose what
to cook), and would probably be called on around 4
times a year, depending on demand.
Breastfeeding support – are you are thinking about
breastfeeding your baby? Are you already feeding but
have some queries about whether your baby is getting
enough milk or whether feeding is as comfortable as it
should be? The Mothers Support Network is here to
offer you breastfeeding support. Contact: Fiona
Tankard on Tel 861 593, who will put you in touch
with a “breastfeeding friend”. If you think you would
like to become a breastfeeding friend, please also
contact Fiona.
“New mums” groups – would you like to meet others
who have a baby of a similar age? Meeting others in
similar situations can be a very helpful form of support,
not to mention a good way to kick off a whole new
social life. We can put you in touch with others in the
village, and arrange for you to meet for coffee, either in
the day or in the evening. Some such groups have gone
on to run parenting or assertiveness courses. Contact:
Sarah Fishburn on Tel 835 652.

The Play Bus is
Visiting the Recreation Ground
in Harwell on
17th June, 15th July,19th August
At 1.30-3pm

The Toy Library is
Visiting the Recreation Ground
in Harwell at 1.30-3pm on
24th June and the 15th July

If you would like any more information
please call
The Children’s Centre
On 01235 812969
Southey Garden Solutions
Everyone can have a beautiful garden.
Not sure where to start? Let me help you.
Informal and friendly group and 1:1 gardening workshops on
Gardening through the year - what to do and when
Easy to learn garden techniques
Vegetable planning and growing
No time to do it yourself but still want a lovely garden?
Then I also offer
Spring and autumn tidy ups
Vegetable plot help
Garden maintenance and renovation & design
Please contact me and find out more with no commitment.
Sara Southey Milton Village 07773 333972
sara.southey@btinternet.com

BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine
and new English oak
BUILDING SERVICES
Extensions, windows, doors
Carpentry and joinery
www.fox-wood.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01235 835553
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk
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CHILDREN’S FOOD FESTIVAL PUTS KIDS IN
CHARGE OF THE DOUGH!

Assisted travel
schemes
There are three different assisted travel schemes
available for people in the Vale over the age of 60 and
individuals with disabilities.
The National Bus Pass Free off-peak travel on local
buses anywhere in England for those over 60 and
eligible disabled people. For more information please
see www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk or contact 0845 3006129
The Hospital Appointments Allowance
Transport
cost reimbursements for eligible people visiting local
hospitals who are unable, or find it difficult to use
public transport. For more information please see
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk or contact 0845 3006129
Octabus Dial-a-ride A door-to-door service for older
or disabled people who are unable, or find it difficult to
use public transport. For more information please see
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk or contact 01865 876176

Saturday 27 June and Sunday 28 June 2009
The Northmoor Trust Farm, Little Wittenham
Entrance: £10 per car on gate. No booking necessary.
The Children‟s Food Festival is back. The only food
festival designed entirely for young people will take
place on the weekend of 27 and 28 June at a new
location on a farm in beautiful Oxfordshire countryside.
The Festival is organised by the Northmoor Trust.
If your children turn their noses up at everything you
offer them at mealtimes, then the Children‟s Food
Festival is for you – or rather for them. This celebration
of food and cooking is designed to turn fussies into
foodies and is devoted entirely to young people. Adults
will have fun too, but this is one occasion where the
kids are in charge of the dough. The first Children‟s
Food Festival in 2007 attracted over 16,000 and more
are expected this year.
Celebrity hands-on demos
The Festival is fronted by Patrons Raymond Blanc and
Sophie Grigson, who will be giving hands-on demos,
inviting children to help them chop, stir, smell and taste.
The line-up also includes Annabel Karmel, Jane
Fearnley Whittingstall (author of The Good Granny
Cookbook), Sam Stern (the Teenage Chef) and Nora
Sands (Jamie‟s School Dinner Lady). Children‟s
cookery writer Amanda Grant will be running the Kids‟
Kitchen.
New for 2009 are the Baby and Early Years Area and
the Chocolate Tent with demos by the UK‟s top
chocolatiers and Willy Wonka recipe making with the
Roald Dahl Museum team.
www.childrensfoodfestival.co.uk
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The Seasonal Gardener:

are hatching on your brassicas. Pick the pests
off and dispose of in any way you see fit
And finally, my recommendation for tree of the
month? It has to be a spanish broom. A shrub
or small tree that has weeping shoots that bear
pea like yellow flowers with a perfume that is
heavenly. It‟s not tidy but its place in the
garden is earned by that explosion of flowers
and incredible scent. Put it in full sun in some
really poor soil with good drainage and pick its
flowers for the house, car, work or your
neighbour!
Sara Southey
Southey Gardening Solutions - 07773 333972

Oh my, how time flies! It seems like no time at all since I wrote the
last article and here we are looking at June already! The alliums and
tulips are finishing off their spring splendour and the aquilegias
(grannies bonnets) are getting into their stride. As I‟ve been walking
around the village with my mad spaniels I‟ve particularly enjoyed the
many different lilacs out in full bloom with their wonderful smell. I
must get one for my garden so I can pick the blooms for inside. For
all those faded bulb leaves, don‟t tie them up or cut them off. If you
can stand it let them die right back and then gently remove the
leaves. This will make sure the bulb retains its strength to flower
next year.
So, we wait for the full colour of summer as the winter/spring
bedding plants are swapped for the summer bedding of geraniums,
busy lizzies and sweet peas. Make sure you pick your sweet peas
regularly and don‟t let them set seed. That way you‟ll have flowers
all summer. However, if you don‟t have time to be planting seasonal
bedding then try some permanent planting that will give you colour
from June through to late summer. Plant some Alchemilla mollis
which forms lovely mounds of soft green leaves with lime green
flowers and pair it with Geums that send up long stemmed clusters of
bright red or yellow flowers that seem to go on for ever. Both these
plants will come back year after year and will do well in any kind of
soil and either in sun or a bit of shade. The Alchemilla mollis will
also give you lots of freebie plants too if you let it go to seed!

QUIZ NIGHT
Q: When is the quiz?
A: Saturday 13th June, 7.30 for 7.45
Q: Where is the quiz?
A: Harwell School, The Styles
Q How much will it cost?
A: £5, bar & refreshments available
Q: Why join in?
A: it will be great fun and you will
help to raise money for the charity
The Pelvic Partnership which aims

Now is also the time to be getting those hanging baskets into shape.
Maybe this is the year to try something different. Grow some herbs
and vegetables. Plant some cherry tomatoes (tumbling toms are
good) alongside some green and purple basil with some marguerites.
There‟s lunch right there with some nice crusty bread! Just make
sure you line your basket well and place a bit of compost bag with
holes in to stop it drying out so quickly. Also, mix in with your
compost some slow release food granules and those water retaining
gel crystals (premix them with water first!) and your baskets will
romp away.
I‟m looking forward to the first crop of baby broad beans. Some of
you may already be eating yours, however mine went in late so I‟m
practicing patience and watching out for the start of the summer
pests with the blackfly on the bean tips! Other pests start to make
themselves felt now too. Slugs and snails feeding on the young
growth, cabbage white butterflies are a sure sign that caterpillars

to give support and information
about Pelvic Girdle Pain (pregnancyrelated pelvic joint pain).
The Pelvic Partnership: a charity
registered in England no: 1100373
Editorial Notes: Harwell News is published at the beginning of
alternate months. Other than in reports of Parish Council matters
any opinions expressed are not those of the Parish Council. Items
for the Aug issue should be supplied by July 24th. - email news@
harwellparish.co.uk Distribution is organised by Mrs. Pat Staples,
tel. 01235 833660. Advertising queries to the Clerk, see page 1.

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk
Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell.
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on
07765 345 992

