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Parish Council Meeting
As well as agreeing the precept, for the coming
financial year, the January meeting discussed its
response to the Vale’s latest Core Strategy planning
document which has significant implications for the
Parish. The Open Forum at the start of the meeting
heard from District and County Councillors and from
North Drive residents.
Our County Councillor reported the good news that
Little Pippins Pre-School has been granted funding of
£265,000 towards its new building project, subject to
completion of the necess ary paperwork.
A deputation of North Drive residents expressed their
concern over the proposal to build 400 houses adjacent
to North Drive. The Chairman David Marsh, explained
the Council had no more knowledge than them at
present, but comments they make to the Vale should
include all the matters they feel might be relevant to
their case. The Council discussed the matter later – see
below. Parishioners have until Feb 12 to make
comments to the Vale WHDC.
The December meeting had been a workshop to discuss
the precept. A review of the current year showed that
income had increas ed in several areas, and the old
stable building in the Freeman Orchard had been finally
sold for a net sum after legal costs of £2257. But
income is down in some areas, such as Recreation
Ground fees which are expected to be only 60% of that
budgeted due to teams pulling out. Although the total
income is increased, this has been offset by additional
salary costs and Pavilion costs.
Looking at the projections for 2010-11, it was agreed to
budget £4k for the Sports Development project, small
increas es in various areas, but less for some, including
professional fees and equipment. To bring the new area
into the Cemetery requires some work but it was agreed
that at the same time some refurbishment of the paths
gates and fences was due. It was agreed that unless
grants can be found, this should be paid for over 3
years, and £3,300 was put in the coming financial year.
The January Council meeting reviewed amended
projections from the December meeting and agreed to
match the anticipated difference between expenditure
and income from sources other than the Council Tax by
a precept of £49,100. This will result in an increase in
the Parish Council’s part of the Council Tax of about £5
per year for a Band D property – more on this on p2.
Another lengthy item was the Vale WHDC's revisions
to its Core Strategy, on which it is consulting. You may
have seen the exhibition on January 28th, postponed
from earlier in the month. The Council agreed to the
following:
To support the proposed Harwell Link Road, to run
from the A417 near the Kingswell to Fermi Avenue, as
a continuation of the Harwell bypass.
To support the Rowstock Western link, which links the
A417 to the A4130 around the south-west of Rowstock.
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To object to the proposal to require developments of
three or more houses to include affordable houses, on
the basis that this threshold is too low.
On the proposal for 400 houses to be build at the north
end of the Harwell site behind North Drive, the Council
agreed not to object to the proposal in principle but to
list a series of conditions which much be met before any
planning permission is granted You can find more
details of these in the draft response which can be seen
on the Local Plans page of the parish website.
On the Youth Project, it was reported that donations
had been received from Didcot First for £150, and from
St Matthew’s Church for £200, for which the Parish
Council and Youth project members are very grateful.
Also a grant has been received from OCC for £5650;
this was applied for by members themselves, and will
allow the Youth Worker to be re-engaged for 3 months.
Under Lands & Rec items, a timetable was discussed
for work in the Cemetery, beginning with removal of
the redundant fencing in the next few months. It is
expect ed that the ground, excepting any specific area
agreed upon, will be consecrated in the autumn, and be
usable thereafter, although refurbishing the existing area
will continue beyond this year.
The Chairman had, as agreed previously circulat ed
some proposed terms of reference for the Newsletter
Editor. These were discussed, and the editor, Martin
Ricketts, was unhappy with being put in the unique
position of being the only person in the Parish unable to
make a personal comment on a matter, as well as the
requirem ent that nothing be printed unless a balanced
view was presented. The item was deferred to the
February meeting, but you can see the draft proposals at
the end of the minutes of the January meeting on the
website.
Three bids had been received for the chain-saw, and as
two were equal, lots were drawn to decide the outcome.
Under AOB, the Clerk reported that a request had been
received for a dog-bin in the Broadway or The Park; the
Lands Committee will consider this in the first instance.
It was also reported that there is a new bus service
through Harwell; RH Transport is running an X36
which is hourly in the morning towards Wantage, and
hourly in the afternoon to Didcot. The timetable is
printed on page 3.
Mr Taylor reported that the Parish website had been
complimented by people outside the Parish, and he
thought the Council’s thanks were due to David Marsh
for its excellence.
The next meetings of the Parish Council are on
Tuesdays 9th February and March. Items for the agenda
need to be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one week
before this. Contact clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, on
01235 820006 where messages can be left, or by post to
PO Box 223 Wantage OX12 2DH. Note that the Clerk
has moved so do not deliver any HPC items to 1,
Wantage Road. Office hours are 9am to 5pm Mondays.
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Planning Matters
Permissions:
HAR/20858/1 1-storey extension Burr House, Burr St.
HAR/20948/1 1-storey extn. Hillcrest, Reading Rd.
HAR/21012 Detached dwelling with garage etc. at
Droke, Wantage Road.
New Applications:
HAR/19692/3 Extension etc Greenbanks, Reading Rd.
HAR/19931/3 Replacement of storage building inc.
offi ce area Meadow View, Didcot Rd.
Appeal Decision:
HAR/5169/3 The appeal in respect of a garage in front
of the dwelling at Fieldene, Reading Rd. was dismissed.
Parish Precept for 2010
One of the few real powers that the Parish Council has
is to set the precept. This is the money that is collected
as part of your council tax and which is allocated to the
Parish Council.
Most of the money raised goes on staff costs (our Clerk
and the grounds men), plus the equipment and services
needed for them to do their jobs, and there is very little
spare for discretionary spending on additional projects.
Last year we added £4000 to the precept for
contributions towards the Sports Development Project
and it’s success ful application for outline planning
permission. This level of support will still be needed
for the project in the coming year.
This in itself would lead to an increase in the precept,
but we now have another project that needs funding: an
extension to the cemetery. Some of you may have
noticed that the existing burial land is slowly filling up,
but we do have a new plot available next to the existing
cemetery. So we have to prepare this land and merge it
into the existing area.
The work will mean removing the existing fences and
adding new fences at the new boundary, preparing the
area, and laying paths that will give access as the land is
utilised. We hope to be able to display these plans at
the Annual Parish Meeting.
Estimated costs for the work vary, but we need to
budget for about £10,000 for the work. The council
decided to split this into three, raising £3,300 this year,
and the same next year, and meeting the balance from
existing reserves, some of which has been built up
speci fically for this project. What this means is that
when the details of the council tax are released you will
see a large increase in the Harwell Parish precept.
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To put this into perspective, the Parish precept is but a
tiny amount of our council tax. In round terms, this
year’s Band D council tax was just under £1,500, of
which the Harwell precept was just over £50. Put
another way, there are just over 1000 houses in Harwell,
so the increase in precept to pay for the cemetery
extension this year is about £3.30 per household.
We hope that this helps explain why the precept will be
increasing signifi cantly this year, but why it is actually
a very small amount that we are asking from each
household.
Do make a note of the date of the next Annual Parish
Meeting on Friday 16th April, when you will be able to
look at the cemetery extension plans. More details about
the meeting will be in the next Harwell News, but we
hope that it will also include news about the plans for
changes to the refuse collection in the Vale. If you have
suggestions for what els e you’d like to hear about at the
Annual Parish meeting, let any of the councillors know,
or contact the clerk.
David Marsh, Chairman, Harwell Parish Council.
Contact details - District Councillors:
Mrs. M. Turner 15 Tyrrells Close, 821248
Reg Waite reg@regwaite.co.uk 7 Hengest Gate 861779
County Councillor:
Stewart Lilly
stewart.lilly@oxfordshire.gov.uk

The Mobile Library will be in Harwell, at the
Village Hall between 9.15 and 9.40 on
Wednesdays Feb 3 rd, 17 th, March 3 rd , 17 th , 31 st.
Editorial Notes: Harwell News is published at the beginning of
alternate months; the editor is Martin Ricketts. Other than where
stated in reports of Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are
not those of the Parish Council. Items for the April issue should be
supplied by March 21st. - email news@ harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is organised by Mrs. Pat Staples, tel. 01235 833660.
Advertising queries to the Clerk, see page 1.

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell
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From Mr & Mrs Jim Liddiard, Wantage Rd, Rowstock.

Thanks to Bob’s …

Hello, We live along the Wantage Road at Rowstock
and have been reading the various proposals being
considered for additional roads in the area with
increas ed housing, traffic and development.

I would like to thank the staff at Bobs who during the
bad weather made sure that all their vulnerable
customers were looked aft er and delivered their supplies
to them via sledge.

We all know that the traffic can be ext remely busy at
the rush hour periods. Having moved here about three
years ago I was very aware of this, but our choice to
move here was balanced by the beauti ful countryside
surrounding us in particular the many tracks and trails
giving immediate access to the rural farmland and areas
of outstanding natural beauty towards the downs and
Ridgeway.

I suspect that a number of villagers who may not
normally use the local shops were appreciative of being
able to walk to Bobs and the newsagents when they
were unabl e to get out of the village due to treacherous
conditions.

It therefore gives me great concern that the so called
"Rowstock Western Link" keeps appearing in
proposals. If this was implemented, it would not only
ruin this peaceful area, it would cross and damage the
trackway traditionally known as the Golden Mile or Old
Hungerford Way which runs southwards into the
Downs East of the Wantage Road.
We wonder how m any of the locals are fully informed
of this actual proposal. I regularly walk and run along
these tracks and see it in daily use by locals, some with
dogs, some riding or cycling or some just enjoying the
peace and scenery.
It has been suggested that this would remove traffi c
from passing the houses in Rowstock. Well maybe, but
only to a degree. The sacri fi ce would be great, the gain
small and the damage irreversible to the countryside.
Everyone moving here knew it was a busy place at
certain times and naturally so with the Harwell
laboratories, Milton Park and A34.
Please don't ruin our countryside and please register our
complaint against the Rowstock Western Link.

Please support our village shops all year round when
you can. Many Thanks
Name and address supplied.
New Bus Service X36
This is run by RH buses, who also run the Sunday 32A.
Website: www.rhbuses.com.
Monday to Friday, Mornings
Didcot Stn

06.55 07.55 09.00 10.00 11.00 12.00

Broadway

06.58 07.58 09.03 10.03 11.03 12.03

Harwell

07.03 08.03 09.07 10.07 11.07 12.07

Rowstock

07.05 08.05 09.10 10.10 11.10 12.10

EHen Plough 07.08 08.08 09.13 10.13 11.13 12.13
WHen Hare

07.10 08.10 09.15 10.15 11.15 12.15

Wantage Mkt 07.15 08.15 09.20 10.20 11.20 12.20

Monday to Friday, afternoons
Wantage Mkt 12.55 13.50 14.50 16.15 17.10
WHen Hare

13.00 13.55 14.55 16.20 17.15

EHen Plough 13.02 13.57 14.57 mRd

mRd

Rowstock

13.05 14.00 15.00 16.25 17.20

Harwell

13.07 14.02 15.02 16.27 17.22

Broadway

13.10 14.06 15.06 16.31 17.26

Didcot Stn

13.12 14.09 15.09 16.34 17.32

MRd = Main road only, doesn’t stop at Plough

Har well Dental Pr actice
Cur ie Avenue, Har well, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.har welldental.co. uk

ANTIQUES - Wanted

Fully independent local dental car e
Easy fr ee par king

Single items or deceased effects cleared
Jewellery, silver, china, etc.
Furniture Pre 1930
Telephone 01235 221152
Northmoor Trust Lambing Weekends
March 20th, 21st, 27th and 28th March, 10am – 4pm.
Come and see our adorable lambs and maybe see a
lamb being born. Tractor trailer rides, sheep dog
demonstrations, children’s activities and games.
Delicious teas on sale in the Poem Tree refreshment
barn. Family £10 (2 adults and up to 2 children), Adults
£4, Children £2. No booking necessary.
Hill Farm, Little Wittenham, 01865–407792;
www.northmoortrust.co.uk.
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Little Pippins
Pre-School
We w elcome Josi e Dormer, Lewis Parlett,
Kei gan Redman, Row an Cockburn, Loui s Harri son,
Samuel Hughes, Clai re Frankum, Danny Phi lli ps,
Charlei gh Pres ton, Chri stopher Chapman and
Vi olet Hogan-T homas, w ho hav e joi ned our group
over the past few terms; w e hope they enjoy
thei r ti me wi th us.
We hope you all had a good Chri stmas and w i sh
you a Happy N ew year although i t seems such a
long ti me ago now !!!
We w ould li ke to say a bi g “Thank-You” to
everybody w ho organi sed and supported us wi th
our Chri stmas fundrai si ng. In total w e rai sed
over £2200!
We fi rstly w ould li ke to thank everyone i nvolved
i n maki ng the Chri stmas Tree Fes ti val a success.
We w ould especi ally li ke to thank our sponsors
Inhabi t Archi tects and Chi nnor Garden Centre
for supplyi ng the beauti ful trees. Thanks to the
Baggs Tree Buskers and Harw ell Young Si ngers
for per formi ng. We w ould also li ke to thank
everyone w ho spent hours handcrafti ng the
decorati ons, and everyone w ho suppor ted us on
the day. There w ere 11 fantasti c entri es but
the trophy for the Best Tr ee i n Show thi s year
w ent to T he Gar deners Club wi th thei r locally
grow n produce tr ee, closely follow ed by Li ttle
Pi ppi ns, and the Women’ s Insti tute.
We w ould also li ke to thank you to ev erybody
w ho came out to s ee and donated to Santa on
hi s Slei gh around the vi llage and to Achi lles
Li mi ted for thei r sponsorshi p.
We will be hol di ng a Parents Inducti on Eveni ng
duri ng term 3 for parents of our new starters
and for those ‘ not s o new ’ parents w ho w ant to
come along and see how w e operate - date to be
confi rmed.
Our Annual AGM i s to take place on Monday 8th
March at Li ttle Pi ppi ns. We wi ll have a guest
speaker and all are w elcome.

Li ttle Pi ppi ns Pre-School w elcomes chi ldren
from tw o and hal f wi th an adul t pres ent and
from age thr ee on thei r ow n. We offer a
Breakfas t Club, both morni ng and afternoon
sessi ons, lunchti me sessi ons and use of the
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Harw ell School’ s After School Club 3 days a
w eek. Please contact us on 01235 821741 for
more i nformati on.
Term 3 ends on Friday 12th February and w e
are back for the s tart of term 4 on Monday
22nd February.
Ni cky Mercer, Pre-school Supervi sor
Harwell RBL Club
Are you looking for accommodation during the day to
run classes, hold Conferences or have meetings of any
kind?
We are able to offer facilities at competitive prices that
we are prepared to negotiate to suit your budget.
If you would like to see our accommodation and speak
to us about what we can offer your organisation/club
then please contact the Club Secretary Mr John Fisher
on 01235 835870 daytime or phone our Club Premises
on 01235 221126 evenings from 7.30 – 11.00

Harwell News 160
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Harwell Women’s Institute
In December there was mulled wine and mince pies
with very little business! The whole club made
decorations for the Little Pippins Christmas Tree
decorating competition and our offering came third.
We then had a very festive and entertaining evening
with Gay & Alan Cooper and their team of Hand Bell
ringers. They were wonderful but I think the rest of us
were ‘rubbish’ when we ‘had a go’. Members also
attended the annual Concert of Christmas Songs in
Oxford Town Hall.
Unfortunately the recent snow curt ailed our January
meeting and it had to be cancelled at the last minute.
We look forward to seeing Peter Hearn with ‘The
Magic of Poetry, Story and Song’ at a later date.
On 10 February Dr Gillian White is giving her talk
about Elizabeth Cavendish, better known as ‘Bess of
Hardwick Hall’.
There is no open meeting in March as it is our annual
AGM. After the business, the members will be treated
to a talk byThornton’s Chocolates complete with Easter
Eggs. New members joining in February will be able to
enjoy the chocolates after the AGM!!
The Committee has nearly completed the programme
for 2010 which promises to be entertaining and
inform ative and will be available shortly.
Come and join us. Visitors are always welcome.
Meetings are on the s econd Wednesday of the month at
7.30pm in the Village Hall. For more information,
contact our Secret ary, Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430.

HARWELL ACTIO N GRO UP
The Harwell Action Group for ABC – Against Breast
Cancer, is holding another fund raising evening for this
charity and linking up with the Male Cancer Charity
ORCHID.
It is a Classic Comedy Film Evening showing the
wonderful Marilyn Munroe and Tony Curtis film
‘SOME LIKE IT HOT’.
It is being held at Harwell Village Hall on Friday 26
February 2010. Doors open at 7pm with the film
showing at 8pm. The cost is £5 per person.
There will be a Bar, Tombola and Raffle.
Tickets are available now from Bob the Butcher, High
Street Harwell, Barbara on 835698 or Harwell School.

Imaginative use
of fruit & veg.
in the
Gardener’s Club
winning
Christmas Tree,
at Little Pippins
Tree Festival.
Photo – Sara
Lee.

For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153

Oyez, Oyez, Oyez, It's time to elect a new Lord Mayor
of London says Chris Stott - turn over for Panto pics>

BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine
and new English oak
Building Services, Extensions, windows, doors
Carpentry and joinery
www.fox-wood.co.uk tel: 01235 835553
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk

Harwell News 160
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Dick Whittington Pantomime
Thi s w as performed to 3 packed houses and a
w onder ful show w as gi ven by an enthusi asti c cast to
villagers and fri ends of the cast.
We w ould li ke to thank every one of the cast, and
the supporti ng cas t also, for maki ng our dr eams for
the panto come true.
Also thanks to Bobs & Jayne New man for ti cket
sales.
Photos are avai lable to vi ew and order vi a the
Harw ell Pari sh Websi te. And a DVD i s bei ng
produced and w i ll be on sale i n due course from
Bobs.
Jani ce Markey, Producer & Janet S pence, Di rector
Photos dow n the left-hand si de –
>Teacher Sue Greatbanks and thos e cheeky urchi ns
Toby Wi lki nson, Jake Cobb, Andrew Convery, Will
Heason and Max Ri ppi ngton.
>The Tradesman Ben Harri s, Cath Convery, Kate
Phi lli ps and Mi ke Pepper help young Di ck, played by
Ali ce McArthur, on
hi s w ay to London.
>Mrs Sourdough
played by Marti n
Speed w i th young
Ali ce Fi tzw arren,
Georgi a Brennan
Scott, wi th sai lors
looki ng on.
>The Beauti ful
Barbary Dancers.
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Photos clockwi se from above left:>A motley cr ew of sai lors played by Joyce
Doughty, Marti n Gi bson, Kati e McIlroy Speed,
Tony Baker, Katey S torey and John
Bai nbri dge.
>The Rat Pack
>Mr Fi tzw arren, played by Jack Wi lki nson
w elcomes young Di ck Whi tti ngton to hi s home.
>It's cus tard pi e ti me for urchi ns Wi ll Heason
and Jake Cobb
>Urchi n Andr ew Convery enjoyi ng hi s custard
wi th Toby Wi lki nson looki ng on.
>And fi nally below the w hole cast of Di ck
Whi tti ngton
Proceeds from the Panto are not fi nali sed yet,
but wi ll go tow ards Vi llage Hall renovati on.
The reti ri ng Collecti on for the Hai ti Disaster
Fund rai sed £208.57.

Page 7

February 2010

Harwell News 160

Page 8

February 2010

Harwell Parish Photo Quiz
How well do you know
Harwell? From where was this
Taken last September?

A new home for Loud Group at
Harwell’s Cherry Barns
Loud Group has moved to Harwell’s historic Cherry Barns, bringing its unique
blend of creative PR and communication services to this charming Oxfordshire
village.
The company has moved from Milton Park to larger offices which will
accommodat e the continued growth of the business. The beautiful Grade II listed
thatched building, which used to house Harwell’s famous cherry sales, is the
perfect setting for the company. It has recently been renovated to provide modern
fittings and first-class office facilities, yet retains its original charm.
Loud specialises in communication of all kinds and has expertise in PR,
copywriting and design for traditional and new media campaigns.
Commenting on the move, Loud’s Managing Director Helen Freeman said: “ As a
fun and dynamic organis ation we were looking for exactly the right environment
to match our creative approach to public relations and design. We are delighted
about the move to Harwell and are all really looking forward to being part of the
local community here.
“For those inquisitive about Loud Group do feel free to call in and find out
more.”
Harwell Safari Supper 2010
This popular village event will take place on March 27th. There has been an
incredible response and we are now full with a total of 96 people taking part!
Please email debbie.greenfi eld@st fc.ac.uk i f you would like to be added to the
waiting list.

ADVANCE Notice!

The answer to the last one was
just up the hill south of
Rowstock.

HARWELL SCOUT GROUP
th

Please make a note in your diary now: on Saturday 9
October, 12noon - 4pm, there will be an event in
Harwell Village Hall in aid of Money for Madagascar,
a small, extremely well-run charity which supports
vital, individual projects in Madagascar, now one of the
poorest countries in the world.
Attractions (so far) will include: plate/mug painting
provided by Creative Corner (Abingdon) who will then
fire your works of art; a video/slide show about MfM
and live information from a family who have had links
with Madagascar for several generations; quilts large
and small; exclusively designed Christmas cards ... and
much more, of course! We also hope to provide
refreshments. For more information – and for offers of
help! – please contact Caroline Jackson on 832753.

QUIZ NIGHT
VILLAGE HALL, MARCH 6 TH
7pm for 7.30
£5 per person
6 people maximum to a team
(Teams can be made up for those who
apply in ones or twos)

Bar raffle snacks
Please book your place by
contacting
Lesley Saunders tel: 834815

Pr ofessional C arpet and Flooring Installations

www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk
didcot@thomasmerrifield.co.uk
01235 813777
Your Local Independent Estate Agents
If you are thinking of selling, would like a free
market apprais al or expert advice then please
contact us.

*
*
*
*

All Types of Flooring Supplied and Fitted
Free Quotation and Sampling
Local, Friendly and Reliable Service
Fit Only Available
07967090788  01235 511032
chris@charlesflooring.com
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Consultation for Village and Freeman Halls

Harwell Village Hall

The Village and Freeman Halls need renovation. The
Freeman Hall was erect ed in 1972 for the youth club
with a design life of 20 years and despite being
extensively repaired over the years needs replacing. The
village hall is 80 years old and a village landmark and is
well used. Extra storage space is urgently needed. There
are two car parks with the Freeman Hall using the car
park behind the hall in Westfields.

The village hall management committee can now grant
hirers a licence to sell alcohol. This allows more events
to take place as we are no longer confined to twelve
events a year. The new licence includes the staging of
plays and pantomimes. Where there are disco’s and
bands noise levels have to adhered. Freeman hall users
please park in the Westfields car park.

We need to know your views so we can provide suitable
accommodation in the future for current and future
users. The halls are licensed for the sale alcohol.
The current activities include Ballet, tap and Irish
Dancing classes, Fun club and busy bees for infants,
Our Street Corner youth club, Keep fit and weight
watching, Pilates, Short Mat bowls, Drama classes,
Quiz nights, Weddings, Adult &Children's parties,
Pantomime and occasional plays, Gardening club, WI,
RAOB, Wood turners, Taekwondo , Mosaics, Stamp
collectors, RSPB meetings, Great Western Society,
Thames Valley Police consultations, Polling station &
Emergency Harwell Feast location!
In addition we want to develop adult education. Before
the committee proceeds to explore options for the halls
we need your opinion on:
Would you like to see a refurbished Village Hall
Building and the Freeman Hall demolished and the
Village Hall extended to incorporate a second hall and
meeting room?
Would you like to see the main Village Hall replaced
with a complex of two halls and meeting rooms?

The village halls management committee is looking at
improving the halls. There is a survey form in this
edition of Harwell News. Please let us have your views.
Regular users will get a more detailed questionnaire.
We are looking to improving the sound system starting
with a lapel microphone for speakers to use.

Harwell Gardeners’ Club
Feb 1st see our club celebrating its 30th anniversary
where our own members will entertain us with their
gardening knowledge and expertise. The competition
will be ‘An Old Gardening Friend’
March 1st will be a talk entitled ‘A Calendar Of British
Wildlife’ given by Dennis Bright. The competition will
be ‘Hellebores’.
April 12th will be a talk on‘The Gardens Of Cotswold
Wildlife Park’ by Tim Miles. The competition will be
‘Spring Flowers’
Visitors are always welcome. Our meetings are held in
the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.
If you like gardening at any level you will enjoy this
friendly club.

The Freeman Hall rebuilt on the existing site while
leaving the village hall as it is?
We want your comments! Please tell us your needs and
usage for the village halls. Are there other activities you
would like to see? Please send any comments you have
to the village hall where there is a letter box, Bobs the
butcher or email bookings@harwellvillagehall.co.uk.
Regular users are being consulted separately.
Keith Beswick - Chairman of the Village Hall
Management Committee.
www.harwellvillagehall.co.uk
REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe Registered
CIPHE Registered

Harwell Village News
Special Offers from Your local Newsagent:
Milk 2 Litre only 95p! KingsMill Bread only 95p!
6 Free Range eggs only 95p!

Open Mon to Sat 6.30 am to 8pm, closed 1 -3pm,
Sunday 6.30 am to 1pm
PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP
USE IT OR LOOSE IT!








Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
No job too small
Free Estimates
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com
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Dog Walkers

The Parish Council would like to thank all those
responsible walkers who clean up after their dogs have
foul ed and put their bags in the designated bins. There
are still some people however who are not abiding by
these simple requests and there is a great deal of
evidence particularly on the playing areas of un-cleared
dog mess. There is evidence to support that some
people are bringing more than four dogs (and even five
in some cases) to exercise and are not able to control
them while they all run about. We do not want to have
to consider banning dog walkers from our recreation
ground but we are not prepared either to jeopardize the
health and safety of young sports people and others on
our football and rugby pitches. We will be taking a
great deal of notice therefore over the next few months
and monitoring the situation. Please help us to stamp
out this revolting practice.

Baby and
Toddler
Group
News
Are you a parent or carer for a toddler or a baby or even
a mum-to-be? Come along to Harwell Fun Club and
you can make new friends. We meet each Tuesday of
term time at the village hall between 9:30 and 11:30 am.
Craft activities are provided for the toddlers and
children (up to 5 yrs). We have a wide range of toys for
all ages & at the end of the session we sing some songs.
The cost per session is just £1 per family and includes a
snack and drink for all children and adults. Your first
visit is free.
For more information please contact Penny Curtis on
01235 831558
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The Pelvic
Partnership’s Quiz
in Harwell

Many thanks to everyone who braved the last vestiges
of snow to attend our Pelvic Partnership Quiz Night
which was held at Harwell School in Oxfordshire on
Saturday 16th January. We had a fantastic response
with supporters attending from the village and also
coming from as far away as Reading. Congratulations to
the winning team, 'The Other Half, and well done to
everyone else who took part, especially to 'Where are
the Hartleys?', who lost by half a point and are still
arguing about how long Jack and Vera were married!
With such great support, we were able to raise an
impressive £680.00 so a very big 'thank you' to
everyone involved.
The Harwell school hall was packed on the night with
good humoured quizzers and they were very
understanding when the beer ran out! Luckily, Sarah
Fishburn, who chairs the Pelvic Partnership, heroically
dashed out and replenished the supplies. As well as
thanking all those who came to take part, we would like
to extend our thanks to Martin Gibson who came along
to act as the Quiz Master for the evening, to Peter
Cansell, Headmaster of Harwell School, for enabling us
to use the venue and to Danyelle and Bob for displaying
publicity and to Danyelle for helping to count the
money!
The £680.00 raised from the Quiz will help the Pelvic
Partnership to continue in its work to raise awareness of
pregnancy-related pelvic girdle pain (PGP) and to
provide inform ation and support to women and
healthcare professionals. Although the Pelvic
Partnership is a national charity (registered in England,
no: 1100373) it operates from Harwell and has just a
small committee to run it, so it really relies on money
from fundraising and membership to keep it going.
PGP affects one in five pregnant women and can result
in pain and decreased mobility if it is not diagnosed and
treated promptly. However, the condition responds well
to treatment from experienced manual therapists. The
Pelvic Partnership's Committee will use the money
raised to help the charity to continue to provide free
packs of information to women and healthcare
professionals. Thanks again for your help and support more inform ation about the Pelvic Partnership can be
found at www.pelvicpartnership.org.uk
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Harwell Feast
This will be held on Bank Holiday Monday May 31st.
It’s not too early to think about your organisation
entering a float in the parade.
To book your tractor and trailer contact Janice Markey
832802.

Our S treet Corner
We are pleased to tell you that the young people were
recently success ful once again in making a further bid
for financial support from the Youth Opportunities
Fund.
This has enabled us to employ the services of Gary
Hibbins, the youth worker who spent a month with us in
the summer holidays, for a further 3 months. He will be
training up some young people in Youth work and
supporting the members with community projects as
well as running drop in sessions for them in the
Freeman Hall.
Welcome back Gary.
Harwell Women’s Institute
A modern voice for today's woman
The WI offers women the opportunity to make new
friends, learn new skills and campaign on wide-ranging
issues. Visit www.theWI.org.uk for more information
or www.w.i.harwellvillage.info for the Harwell WI
website.
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Love food hate waste
UK households are throwing away 8.3m tonnes of food
a year, most of which is perfectly edible. A typical
family with kids bins £680 worth. Equally unsettling is
the environmental cost - the wasted water and energy in
growing and transporting uneaten food and the methane
it produces in landfill. So, how can we do better?
1) Send less food to landfill: WRAP, the UK authority
on waste & recycling, recommends that we plan meals,
manage portions, keep an eye on 'use by' dates, and
freeze surplus (See lovefoodhatewast e.com).
2) Compost food waste:Over 30% of average household
waste could be composted. Peelings and tea bags can be
converted into rich food for your garden. Home
composting doesn't starve waste of oxygen so it releases
very little of the potent greenhouse gas methane.
3) Recycle food containers: On average the UK resident
sends 2000kg of waste to landfill every year. Why not
recycle? Aluminium cans are one of the most cost
effective materials to recycle. Compared to manufacture
from scratch around 95% of energy can be saved. 80%
of all glass sent to recycling reappears in the UK,
mostly as new bottles and jars.
For more green, money saving tips, call the Energy
Saving Trust on 0800 512 012.

Harwell WI is a lively group who meet on the second
Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall. We have a wide range of interesting and amusing
speakers along with various outings throughout the
year. You can join in with as much or as little as you
like and all for £29.50 per year. For further information
phone or email our President, Joyce Doughty on 01235
221600 - email: joycedoughty@btinternet.com or our
Secretary, Penny Marsh on 01235 835430 - email:
penny@digitalsafaris.com. Do come along and give us
a try. Visitors are always welcome.
Recycling: start them young!
Facts and figures provided by WRAP - Waste &
Resources Action Programme (wrap.org.uk). Energy
Saving Trust endorses and promotes the advice supplied
by WRAP. WRAP aims to help individuals, businesses
and local authorities to reduce waste and recycle more,
making better use of resources and helping to tackle
climate change.

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk

Harwell News 160

Page 12

The Seasonal Gardener
Happy New Year to you all! I hope you’ve had a lovely
holiday and Father Christmas brought you lots of
enthusiasm for the new gardening year. It’s the time for
making and breaking resolutions and one of my garden
resolutions is to start doing what I advise others to do
the garden. How many times, when out and about do
you say to yourself“ I must do those hanging baskets”
or “ that weed’s got big, I’ll get it out later” only to find
yoursel f saying the same thing the next day and the day
after? So my resolution is to do a quick task when I see
it and not put it off. I have to say though, in January I
wasn’t hugely successful, with all that cold weather,
snow and general post holiday lethargy. But now the
snow’s gone, it’s February and I can already see signs
of growth in the garden that spring is on it’s way so
there is still hope for me keeping to it.
A job for now is to clear away all the seed heads and
growth that was left on over winter to feed the birds and
look pretty in the frosts. It’s all been flattened by the
snow and stripped of seeds by the birds so it’s not
looking great. Clearing it all away now is easy and
means the new growth has a good start and won’t be
damaged by errant secateurs! The spring bulbs in the
ground are not quite poking their heads above ground so
shouldn’t be squashed by a large welly boot either! I’ll
also be looking to prune any overgrown shrubs and
apple trees before the sap starts to rise and the birds
start to nest. Then a good layer of mulch and a
sprinkling of blood fish and bone around my beds and
and on the surface of my pots and it will look like a
garden again!
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This ensures the best chance of avoiding some diseases.
Putting them eye side up in the light triggers their
growth (chitting). The jury is out on whether this is
necess ary or not, but my opinion is if you already have
the seed potatoes then you might as well chit them!.
On the vegetable plot, I have a bin over one of my
rhubarb plants forcing growth to get some early tender
stems. This is quite stressful for the plant so I alternate
between my three clumps each year to let the others
recover. I’m planting some shallot sets too, although
I’ll keep an eye on them as those hungry birds like the
new green shoots and can pull the whole set out of the
ground. My autumn fruiting raspberry canes will be cut
to the ground for a good crop on fresh canes this year.
Word of warning though, don’t cut your summer
fruiting raspberry canes now otherwise you’ll not get a
crop this year!
That’s what I’m hoping to achieve in February but I’m
not going to be too hard on myself i f I don’t manage it
all. In these cold months, lets do what we want to do in
the garden and the essential stuff and leave the rest until
its warmer out! Before we know it we’ll be rushed off
our feet again so until next month keep warm and happy
gardening!
Sara Southey 07773 333972
www.southey-garden-solutions.co.uk

Once that’s all ship shape, I’ll head to the greenhouse.
Making sure its all tidy and starting to prepare for the
big sowing season. This month I’ll be pinching out the
sweet peas sown late last year and sowing some more.
Also I’ll be trying for an early crop of peas by sowing
in the greenhouse to keep them slightly sheltered. This
is a good time to choose and buy seed potatoes for this
year from certi fied seed stock.

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery .co.uk
Artist and Framer with 25 y ears
experience offers a visiting service
in y our home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell.
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call y ou back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on
07765 345 992

