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No news from the Parish Council?
I know it's often routine news, but without a Parish Council there would probably be no
Harwell News at all. That's the main thing we'd notice if the Parish Council couldn't find
enough people to serve on it and its functions had to be swallowed up into the District
Council.
Elections are due on May 5th when the whole council is up for election. We are allowed 11
councillors, and need a minimum of 4 to function. Four years ago only 5 people stood, and
5 others were co-opted (arm-twisted) after the election.
This time it would be great if 11 or more people put their names forward for election as
Parish Councillors. Now is the time to think about it, and be ready when nominations open.
The timetable will soon be announced by the Vale, so watch their website, and also the
Parish Council website, for details, but we expect that nominations will be due at the end of
March, just before the next Harwell News.
There's lots for the Council to do in the next four years, which will have an impact on the
village for a very long time. Here's some:
•
•
•
•
•

Monitor the development of Great Western Park, especially the parts which are in
Harwell parish
Resist further expansion of Didcot, unless there is a solution for the impact of additional
traffic on the village
Progress the Sports Development Project
Work with the Village Hall to support their development plans
Consider a new Parish Plan

Even if you don't have time to spend on these activities we still need wise heads to attend the
meetings (once a month, second Tuesdays). There are a lot of routine responsibilities for
the council as a whole. Find out more on the Parish Council website - look for the page of
councillors.
If you're not sure, by all means speak to me or any of the existing councillors, or contact the
Clerk. Even if you don't put your name forward for election, we'd like to know who might
be open to persuasion if we need to make up the numbers after the election. The future of
our village is too important to let it fade away if no-one is prepared to serve on the Parish
Council.
David Marsh, Chairman, Parish Council

Coming to Harwell Village Hall Saturday 5th February:

THE H-FACTOR & The Little Prince
see back page
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Parish Council Meetings
At the January meeting Open Forum began with a
report by PCSO Baker, including mention that two
arrests had been made following thefts of lead from
Churches in the area. Mrs Gaspar asked about parking
problems in Jennings Lane & Kings Lane; warnings
have been given to some residents.
District Councillor Mr Reg Waite reported that
VWHDC budget proposals include cuts to the pest
control service, removal of some community recycling
areas, charges for pre-planning advice, and increased
charges for brown bins. Mr Waite and Mrs Turner are
opposed to any cuts in services; public comments are
welcome.
Verdant and VWHDC have apologized to residents
following confusion over waste collections during the
recent snow and Christmas holiday period. Any damage
to verges caused by Verdant's large lorries should be
reported to VWHDC; Mr Waite has offered to forward
photos of damage to VWHDC. Mrs Turner has reported
flytipping near the A34 bridge.
Replying to a query, Mr Waite said that anyone offered
waste removal services should check that the service is
registered, as is required for any waste transfer service.
County Councillor Stewart Lilly reported that a review
of bus services will take place during the summer.
Comments on the Local Transport Plan 3 will be
considered later this month; Mr Marsh queried whether
Section 106 agreements for Great Western Park provide
funding towards a Harwell Bypass. Mr Lilly thought the
money was ringfenced, but will check. Five Highway
Wardens have been appointed, one for each district, and
Mr Lilly will attend quarterly meetings with them to
discuss any Highway problems in the area. OCC budget
cuts mean that library closures and youth facilities are
likely. Didcot library is not on the list of possible
closures, but there may be cuts to the mobile library.
In the meeting proper, under planning matters, the
Chairman reported that he would be drafting a response
to the SODC’s consultation on its Core Strategy. He has
prepared an item for the newsletter – see page 4.
The Clerk reported that complaints had again been
received about the state of the surface of Green Road.
Mr Ricketts mentioned that he was looking into its
earlier status prior to the A34, which he thought had
been a byway, to see if OCC could be asked to change it
back; it is currently a bridleway.
Under financial matters, the main item was to set the
precept, by which the Vale District Council adds an
element to the Council Tax to provide the required
income for the Parish Council. Following a review of
the 2011-12 budget at the December Finance Meeting,
it was agreed to set the precept at £49,100 for the
coming year. The estimated other income for 2011-12 is
£25775, and estimated expenditure is £75750, leaving
£875 to come from reserves. This is the same precept as
last year.
Following requests from several bodies, it was agreed to
make a donation of £50 to the South and Vale Carers
Centre, Didcot.
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Under matters related to Council-owned lands, it was
agreed to accept a quote for repair work to the War
Memorial in the High Street.
The Cemetery Policies were reviewed; the section on
headstones was modified to state that unauthorised
kerbstones or other structures will be removed.
It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish Meeting on
Friday 15th April, starting at 8pm in the Village Hall.
There was a query as to when the additional dog bins
are to be installed. Fixings were awaited. (These have
arrived and bins installed, including at the Church Lane
/ Wellshead junction. Hopefully they will come into use
when the company contracted to look after HPC’s dog
bins makes its next visit.)
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web. The next meetings of the Parish Council are
on Tuesdays 8th February and 8th March 2011. Items for
the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor
one week before this. Contact on 01235 820006 where
messages can be left, email clerk@harwellparish.co.uk,
or by post to P.O. Box 223 Wantage OX12 2DH. Office
hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays.
Planning Matters
Permissions:
HAR/1371/2 Erection of single storey rear extension &
single detached garage at Five Corners, The Barrow.
HAR/19210/1 Rear extension, front porch,& convert
existing garage to study at 25 The Croft.
HAR/21371 Demolition of existing bungalow. Erection
of a detached house at Carita, Didcot Road.
HAR/10743/3-X Outline application for erection of 2
bed cottage at Land at Mulberry House, Townsend
New Applications:
HAR/19415/1-LB Relocation of milestone further to
north of Wantage Road for Taylor Wimpey plc et al.
HAR/21405 Alterations & extensions at 5 Tyrells Cl.
HAR/14888/1 Conversion of part of garage to dining
room at Laburnum House, Reading Road.
HAR/884/3-LB Proposed alterations to floor level to
increase ceiling height at Rose Cottage, Church Lane.
HAR/21409 Erection of outbuilding at Buskins,
Reading Rd.
Probable Parish Council Election Timetable
Friday March 25th – Notice of Election
Noon Monday April 4th – Nominations Close
Thursday 5th May – Polling Day
See the Vale website nearer the date
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Notes from your District Councillors
Revised Waste Collection Date
for North Drive & South Drive
The residents of North Drive and South Drive
encountered various problems with the collection of
their waste since the new contract with Verdant came
into force in October 2010. The major difficulty was
the negotiation of the narrow private roads by the
drivers of the 26 ton lorries.
Thanks to urgent discussions between the residents,
representatives of Verdant and the Vale/South
Oxfordshire District Council and District Cllr Reg
Waite, a smaller vehicle will now operate in this part of
the village with collection changed to Tuesdays from
25th January.
Waste and a Recommended Reminder
Firstly your District Councillors Reg and Margaret
would like to thank all residents for your patience and
understanding with the waste collection problems
encountered during the recent inclement weather and
throughout the Christmas and New Year period. Much
has been learned by the Vale and Verdant from this
debacle and improved actions will be put into operation
in future.

February 2011
David Buckle, Chief Executive of South Oxfordshire
and Vale of White Horse District Councils.
Just before lunch there will be workshops to help
groups understand aspects of the big society and
develop skills to help their resilience.
Potential funders will have stands at the event so groups
can get more information.
To book a place, email admin@ocva.org.uk or call
01865 251946.
Exhibitions at Cornerstone
Jane Goodhall - The Beautiful Light
13 January - 13 February
Jane's collection of photographs capture the beauty of
the British Isles, revealing transient moments of light
and surreal and abstract qualities from the landscape.

When any future adverse conditions arise it is
recommended residents visit the Vale’s website
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk for the latest news or call
03000 610610.
We also strongly recommend to all mobile phone
holders that you register now for a free reminder about
when to put your bins out. Anyone who signs up for
this free service will receive a text the day before their
normal collection whenever this changes due to Bank
Holidays or bad weather.
Send a simple text message with the word waste and
your collection day to 07797 870371, i.e. “Waste
Wednesday” and you will receive a text on Tuesday
whenever the collection day is not Wednesday.
Once you have signed up, please do not reply to the
reminder texts you receive as they are automatically
generated.

www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk
didcot@thomasmerrifield.co.uk
01235 813777
Your Local Independent Estate Agents
If you are thinking of selling, would like a free
market appraisal or expert advice then please
contact us.

Calling all Community Groups
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District
Councils, working in partnership with a number of
organisations, are giving community groups the
opportunity to learn about the enigma that is the 'big
society' at a joint voluntary and community sector
forum on 25 February, from 9.30am-2.30pm, at
Cornerstone Arts Centre in Didcot.
With only 100 places for the day, it's expected to be
booked up quickly as organisations grab the unique free
opportunity to share ideas and discuss this hot topic.
A number of speakers, including Audrey Roy from the
Commission for Rural Communities, will talk about the
'big society' and give examples of good practice.
Delegates will have the opportunity to discuss the
impact of the big society on their organisations and put
their key questions to a panel of experts, including

ANTIQUES - Wanted
Single items or deceased effects cleared
Jewellery, silver, china, etc.
Furniture Pre 1930
Telephone 01235 221152
Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports
of Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are
not those of the Parish Council. Items for the April
issue should be supplied by March 20th. - email news@
harwellparish.co.uk . Distribution is organised by Mrs.
Pat Staples, tel. 01235 833660. Advertising queries to
the Clerk.
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Harwell Village Hall

Local housing developments

The trustees of Harwell Village Hall met on January
20th to discuss the preferences shown by the villagers
for the future of the Village Hall. About 10% of eligible
villagers replied. There was no clear cut indication by
the end of the consultation period as to which option
was preferable. The trustees came to the unanimous
decision to 'Ask the Harwell Parish Council to host a
meeting in February of representatives of the Parish
Council, RBL, Harwell Sports Development Project
Members and the Village Hall Trustees. The purpose of
the meeting is to examine commonality and feasibility
for a new community facility on the recreation ground.
The trustees intend to limit this consultation to three
months following the meeting.’

Some of you may have noticed that work has started on
the first houses for Great Western Park. These houses
are at the north end of the development, nearest to the
Didcot link road. In December the developers
consulted about the plans for the middle phase, known
as the "District Neighbourhood". This is the area north
of the road between Harwell and Didcot. There will be
traffic lights on the road, and if you turn left there will
be schools, playing fields, and a commercial centre, as
well as the new houses. We have asked the developers
to come to the Annual Parish meeting on Friday April
15th, which will give us an opportunity to understand a
bit more about the development, and especially the parts
that will be in the Parish.

Harwell Feast
The committee has begun to plan for this year’s
Harwell Feast which will take place on Bank
Holiday Monday 30th May.
We would like to thank Jackie Asquith who has
been out treasurer for 2 years as well as our
secretary for 1 year. We are now in need of a
treasurer for this year’s Feast Day to join the
committee as soon as possible. This is a busy
task on the day itself and may well be a post
that would suit a couple. If you can help us
please contact Janice Markey on 832802.
Harwell Gardeners’ Club
This friendly club meets on the 1st Monday of
every month in The Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.
On February 7th our speaker is Adrian Thornton
who will talk on ‘The Beauty of The National
Gardens of England & Wales’.
The competition is A Hyacinth
On March 7th our speaker is Julie Ritchie who
will talk on ‘Penstemons And Other Sun Lovers’ .
The competition will be A Bunch of Daffodils.
New members always welcome at any meeting.

You may also have seen in the local press that South
Oxfordshire DC have finalised their plans for housing
up until 2027. This includes a large development north
east of Didcot. The proposal for 2700 additional houses
west of Didcot is not part of the SODC plans, but will
be part of the Vale plans, which are due for publication
later this year. The SODC plans now have to be
investigated by an Planning Inspector, prior to final
approval. Consultation on the plan closed on Jan 21,
but were limited to arguments about why you think the
plan is not legal, or is unsound. You can see a copy of
the Harwell Parish response on the Parish website. We
have focused our arguments on challenging the total
housing numbers, and on stressing that nothing should
be built until there is a solution to the inevitable
additional traffic in the villages around Didcot. We are
also supporting a Didcot Area Action Plan as a way of
making sure that the growth of Didcot is planned as a
whole, and not split between the two District Councils.
David Marsh, Chairman, Parish Council

Mobile Library
The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall car
park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the following
Wednesdays: 2, 16 Feb, 2,16, 30 March.

2, Honey Lane, Cholsey OX10 9NP
Tel: 01491 651356 Fax: 01491 652470
Email: sales@wheelers-electrical.co.uk
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Little Pippins Pre-School
A big welcome to Rebecca
Peck, Jasmine Hill, Hugh
Barter, Harrison Silcock,
Winnie Jones, Faye Whiting,
Ealish Bowerman and Isaac Fanstone who have joined
us recently; we hope they enjoy their time with us.
Last term we were very busy with all our Christmas
activities. First there was the Christmas Tree Festival
followed by Santa’s Sleigh ride round the village. The
children performed a lovely Christmas play for their
parents and grandparents and the children from Harwell
School’s Foundation Class came to watch too. We also
had a party for the children with all the traditional
children’s party games and a visit from Santa which
everyone enjoyed.
This term the theme for our activities is Colours of the
Rainbow. Each week we will be exploring a different
colour starting with all things red. On the Saturday 29th
January 2011 there will be the Winter Ball in the
Village Hall.
As many of you have probably noticed the new building
is well under way. At the time of writing the cladding is
being applied, the insulation is being 'blown' into place
and the second fix will be shortly underway.
Unfortunately the snow and the very cold weather we
had in December delayed the project but we remain
optimistic that the children and staff will be in their new
premises for the beginning of Term 4 which starts on
February 28th. Our sincere thanks continue to go out to
St Matthews Church for their continued support.
Little Pippins Pre-School welcomes children from the
age of two and half accompanied by an adult and from
three on their own. The term after their third birthday,
children are entitled to 6 free sessions. We offer
morning and afternoon sessions and a Breakfast Club;
we also have the use of Harwell School’s After School
Club 3 days a week. If you would like have a look
around and see what we do please call in any time
between 9.15am and 3.00pm.
We are holding a Parents Induction Evening on
Wednesday 6th April for parents of children starting
with us between April and June. Please call us if you
would like to come along.
The last day of this term is Friday 18th February and the
first day of Term 4 is Monday 28th February.
If you would like to know more about Little Pippins,
you can contact Sally Begley (Acting Play Leader) or
Brenda Pyke (Administrator) on 07514 367815 or by
email: littlepippins@btinternet.com

Poppy Appeal
This year the Harwell Branch of the Royal British
Legion collected a grand total of £ 3150.44 from the
Poppy Appeal collecting tins in Harwell and Chilton
Parishes plus the Harwell Campus. On behalf of the
Poppy Appeal I would like to thank all collectors,
establishments and the general public for their
continued support and kind generosity for this
worthwhile cause as the RBL continues in its after care
for all ex service personnel both past and present.
Charlie East. Poppy Appeal Organiser
Harwell Royal British Legion
Royal British Legion Club Harwell
Applications are invited for the post of Club Secretary
from March 1st 2011 when the present incumbent will
be standing down. Information concerning the post are
available from the club or the current Secretary Mr John
Fisher. Please contact on 221126 or 835870.
Stock clearance. Certain beers and spirits are currently
on offer at the club at a much reduced rate to clear stock
for the new -year’s trading. This offer is for a short
period only and members and guests are invited to take
advantage of this offer while it lasts!
Entertainment for February/March
February 5th Roy Charles – Popular dance music
February 12th Just John – Guitarist/Singer
February 19th Country and Western with Mick Denver
February 26th Race Night – popular and rewarding – all
the fun of the races!
March 5th Dance to the ever popular Tony Casper
March 12th Club Cabaret night
March 19th Country and Western with Dave Whitmore
March 26th Back to Back (Take That cover band)
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Harwell Women’s Institute

Bell Ringing Course

Having had our share of snow in December, which
luckily did not affect any of our activities, we are now
hoping for a clear run through to Spring.

Would you like to learn how to ring a church
bell? We will be running a 10 week course for a
maximum of 4 learners covering different
aspects of ringing. The course will include a visit
to the bell chamber to watch a bell in action,
learning how to ring a single bell by yourself in
several easy stages, learning about simple
sequences using hand bells, and culminating in
ringing a bell ‘in rounds’ with others

Harwell W.I.’s Christmas party was held with a dinner
at The Steventon House Hotel just before the snow,
swiftly followed by our regular December meeting
making Crackers. This caused much laughter as we
struggled with the intricacies of this festive art and was
followed with mulled wine and mince pies.
On 12 January 2011, Peter Hearn successfully returned
having been cancelled owing to the snow last January!
His talk was ‘The Magic of Words & Storytelling’. He
told stories, sang songs [and got us to sing along!], read
poetry and played numerous old fashioned musical
instruments.
On 09 February, Angela Pawlyn talks all about Silk
with her talk ‘Silk from Cocoon to Screen’.
On 09 March it is our AGM [for members only], after
which the well-known local poet, Alison Brumfitt, will
entertain with her hilarious poems and anecdotes.
The new WI year starts on 13 April with Easter
Flowers.
The new programme is now nearing
completion with interesting and exciting speakers,
together with a walking tour of Oxford and a 5 mile
country walk to keep us fit! We have an ‘African
Experience’; a retired Customs & Excise Officer; an
evening in true WI tradition talking about jam and
pickle making; Art Appreciation; a Tour of Duty in
Afghanistan; a ‘Calendar Girls’ film camera man;
Ethiopia and Hairdressing.
Come and join us, find out at first hand the many
interesting speakers, visits and outings we have to offer.
Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the
second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more information about joining us or
any of the above activities, contact our Secretary, Penny
Marsh, on 01235 835430.
email: penny@digitalsafaris.com
Police Surgeries are held monthly on Saturdays in the
Village Hall. The next dates are:
February 19th 11am – 12 noon.
March 26th 10am – 11am

The trainers will be the ringing masters from
St Matthew’s Harwell, Philip Roberts and
Debbie Greenfield, both of whom have many
years of experience both ringing themselves
and teaching others.
The course will start on Saturday 5th March
10-12am and will continue over the following
weeks with a mixture of Saturday mornings and
Thursday evenings.
We welcome learners from both Harwell and
Chilton villages. The training will take place
mostly at Harwell but we will run some of the
sessions at Chilton if any of the learners live
there.
There will be a charge of £15 per adult (£10
for under 18s) but this will include the provision
of teaching materials including a book.
If you would like to register for the course or
for more information contact Philip on 01235
861409 or Debbie on 01235 820760
Ed Vaizey MP Surgeries
Surgeries are held between 5:30 and 7pm on a Friday.
There is no need to make an appointment. Dates are:
Feb. 4th
March 4

Wantage Civic Hall
th

Didcot Conservative Association

March 18th Faringdon Pump Rooms
March 25th Grove, Old Mill Hall
April 1st

Faringdon Pump Rooms.

You can also contact him via www.Vaizey.com

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking

For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153
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More from District Councillors:
Have your say on the Vale’s Budget for 2011/2012
The council would like to hear from residents,
businesses and anyone else who has an interest in how
the council spends its budget. What do you think of the
Vale’s proposals for 2011/12? What elements do you
like and what do you think should be considered
further? Do you have any other ideas for saving money?
If you do not like a savings proposal, where do you
think the council should make savings?
Please remember that difficult choices have to be made
for the budget to balance. For every saving rejected,
others of similar value have to replace them. For this
reason, we are publishing a full list of all savings
provisionally accepted together with all those we have
provisionally rejected.
To have your say, visit the budget consultation page on
the Vale’s website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk. The
deadline is 23rd February.
Your two local District Councillors, Cllr Mrs Margaret
Turner and Cllr Reg Waite would be happy to hear your
views and thoughts on some of the proposals which
include:
•

Ceasing the Vale's Pest Control Service. The
Council will direct residents to external providers.

•

Charging for pre-application planning advice.

•

Removing community recycling sites from areas
such as supermarket car parks following the
introduction of the new waste and recycling service
in 2010.

Increasing charges for the Brown Bin garden waste
collection service.
Council spending
Residents in the Vale of White Horse are now able to
check for themselves that their district council’s money
is being used properly. The Vale of White Horse is

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell.
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on
07765 345 992

February 2011
among the first local authorities in the country, and the
first in Oxfordshire to adopt "spotlightonspend", a
website that allows people to find out what councils are
spending their money on, and how the spending
compares with other councils throughout the country.
To check on the Vale's
www.Spotlightonspend.org.uk

spending

click

on

Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education Centre
Events
Tues 22 & Thurs 24 February Woodland Magic
Times: 10am-4pm Discover some of the amazing
creatures that make their homes on our nature
reserve. Follow trails and solve clues to learn about
fascinating wildlife. Make bird feeders and create
natural woodland puppets to take home. No need to
book, just drop in the activities take around two hours.
Picnics are welcome.
Suggested donation of £3 per child
Saturday 26 February Outdoor Adventure Day
Times: 10am-3pm
Join us for a day of exploration, excitement and mud!
Build shelters, work as a team to find your way around
the reserve using a compass and learn the skill of fire
making.
Booking is essential. Suitable for 8-12 year olds.
Cost: £15 per child
No dogs please.
We are situated at the east end of Milton Park OX14
4TE. Contact: Katie Fenton 01235 862024
katiefenton@bbowt.org.uk
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Christmas Photo Competition

Christmas Tree Festival

The three best entries were, with scores out of 21:

The fourth annual Harwell Christmas Tree
Festival was a success. Harwell organisations
spent much time preparing decorations to hang
from their Christmas Tree with the aim of
winning 'Best Tree in Show'. The winners for
the second year running were Harwell
Gardeners Club; who I am told already have
their idea for next year! The Vice Chair of the
Vale of White Horse DC was in attendance to
present the trophy. Live music was kindly
provided by Baggs Tree Buskers and Harwell
Young Singers and this added to the
Christmassy atmosphere of the event. The
event was even blessed with a visit from the
man himself, Father Christmas in his grotto.

1. Catrin and Sara Lee, The Cleave - 21!
2. The Rippingtons of Brookside - 16 1/2
3. The Gibsons of Manor Green - 14.
We will not embarrass any other entrants!
The position on the map is given below for each
picture; where it is near the edge of a square the
adjacent box would be allowed as an answer.
1. Corner of White Hart - P4
2. Milestone near North Drive, from above - A3
3. West end of St Matthews Church - K5
4. Tyrells Close bus shelter - H4
5. Post box, North Drive - C2
6. Thatched cottage, The Park - J6
7. Pine tree in Cemetery - L6
8. Recreation Ground Embankment - H1
9. Cob Wall Church Lane - K6
10. Burr Street opp Crispin: - P4 / P5
11. High Street near Grove Road - N4
12. High Street, nearly opp. Village Hall - K4
13. Barrow Road, north end - R2
14: High Street near shops - N4 / M4
15. Winnaway beech tree clump - E2
16. Old Chapel, High Street - L4
17. Townsend - Q4 / P4
18. Jennings Lane, east end of house - M5
19. Wellshead - J5
20. Princes Manor Farm - K6
21. Village Hall Porch - wear due to handle - K4.
The original pictures, which were cropped for the
competition, can be seen on the Parish Web site.

Gardeners Club team with their winning entry
Following the Christmas Tree Festival, Father
Christmas rode on his sleigh around the village
wishing all a 'Very Merry Christmas!'
Both events were held in aid of Little Pippins
Pre-School and raised around £1400. Little
Pippins Pre-School wish to thank all who were
involved in the event, either participating or
volunteering help and special thanks to Chinnor
Garden Centre for the donation of such great
Christmas Trees.

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out

BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine
and new English oak
Building Services, extensions, windows, doors,
carpentry and joinery
www.fox-wood.co.uk tel: 01235 835553
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk
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From the archives – 100 years ago
January 19th 1911. At this meeting which commenced
at 7pm the following Councillors were present. Dr Rice,
Chairman, and Messrs WJ and AR Bosley and Mr
Greenwood.
It was unanimously resolved subject to this Council
possessing the power so to arrange "That Mr Lay's offer
of two pounds (£2) for the purchase of the "twitchings"
at the back of Adnams Farm buildings be accepted".
The Clerk was requested to submit the matter to Mr
Ormond in order that this Council might know clearly
their position with regard to such & Dr Rice and Mr AR
Bosley were elected as a Committee to act at their
discretion upon the receipt of Mr Ormond's reply.
With regard to the communication received from the
Master of the Post Office, Abingdon suggesting that the
Harwell Post Office should close on Wednesdays at
1pm a discussion took place. Mr W J Bosley pointed
out the great inconvenience parishioners might be put to
were such a regulation adopted. He Proposed "That a
reply be returned that in as much as this is not entirely a
rural village engaged in agricultural pursuits but that
several business men reside in the parish, great
inconvenience and loss might be experienced by the
adoption of such a regulation as suggested and therefore
this Council emphatically protests against such being
carried into effect. This Council further reiterates their
repeated complaint of the late morning delivery of
letters in this village and consider it most unreasonable
for the postman to have to deliver letters to Mr Stiles,
Woods Farm East Hendred before coming on to
Harwell." This proposition was seconded by Dr Rice
and unanimously carried.
A reply was read from Mr Ormond concerning the
encroachment upon Hagbourne Road and the turnpike
Road by Mr Hitchman saying the District Council had
taken the matter in hand but with regard to the
Abingdon Path and road it was a matter for the Parish
Council to deal with.
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As a result of the discussion arising from Mr Ormond's
remark concerning Abingdon Path it was unanimously
resolved "That Messrs WJ Bosley, Greenwood & H
Tyrrell form a Committee to decide upon and have
carried out such necessary repair to the road as they
deem advisable." This was on the proposition of Dr
Rice seconded by Mr AR Bosley.
With regard to housing this Council suggested that 6
dwellings houses be erected and the Clerk was
requested to point out the following sites to the
Wantage RDC:
near the "Brewery" - owner Magdalen College
near Mr F Tyrrells - owner Messrs Gillet & Co.
Near Broadway Hill - owner Mr Hector Jefferies
Near Wantage Road - owner Bishop's Trustees
Near The Grove - owner Mr Wm Hazel

Northmoor Trust Events
The Northmoor Trust has some great events for all the
family. www.northmoortrust.co.uk
Lambing Weekends 2011
Northmoor Trust and Camilla and Roly present a
weekend of lambs, fun and frolicking, with something
for all the family! At Hill Farm, Little Wittenham.
Weekends 26th & 27th March, 2nd & 3rd April 2011
10am - 4pm, Family £10 (2 adults and up to 2 children),
Adult £4, Child £2. No need to book, just turn up!
Have a Green Birthday Party
Celebrate a birthday at the beautiful Wittenham
Clumps. The Northmoor Trust offers unique outdoor
experiences for children of all ages! Cost £9 per child,
minimum £90, maximum 15 children. Parties run for 2
hours. Tel 07932 400640 or email louise.mccann @
northmoortrust.co.uk

As regarded the housing question he stated that the
District Council are of opinion that housing
accommodation is needed in Harwell and that they
would take the necessary steps to provide extra
dwellings. They in the meantime invited from the Parish
Council observations as to the number of houses
required and the situation.
REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe Registered
CIPHE Registered
•
•
•
•
•
•

Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
No job too small
Free Estimates
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk
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Harwell Village Hall
Safari Supper
Saturday 26th March
We are inviting everyone to join in with this very
popular Village event. It is an opportunity to enjoy good
food and good company in the houses of Harwell
residents and to widen your circle of friends.
During the evening of the supper you will receive a
starter at one private house in the Village and a main
course at another. Everyone then meets up for dessert
and coffee at the Village Hall.
The maximum price for this three course meal,
including wine, is £17.50 per head. The charge is
reduced for those who host a starter or main course or
who provide a dessert.
This event has proved popular in the past and places are
likely to be taken up quickly so ring or email Debbie
Greenfield now to reserve your place or for more
information.
debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk
Tel: 01235 820760
How it Works
Each participant is told in advance which house in the
Village they are to go to for starter. Once starters are
over, everyone is given an envelope telling them where
to go for their main course. After the main course,
everyone from the whole Safari meets up in the Village
Hall for dessert and coffee.
This year wine will be provided by the hosts for the
starter and main courses. Wine and port will be
available for purchase in the Village Hall to accompany
your dessert.
Couples are kept together but apart from that everyone
is ‘reshuffled’ after the starter. So you meet different
people at each course. A map will be provided to help
you find the houses but please be aware that you may
have to walk some distance between courses.
Anyone can take part. If you don’t live close enough to
the Village to host a course then you can choose to
provide a dessert or just come and enjoy the food. If
you have children who require a babysitter then
providing a starter can work well, as this reduces the
number of hours that you are away from your house.
Providing a main course is the most onerous option and
is probably not advisable for complete newcomers to
this event.
More guidance about timings and what is expected from
hosts will be issued to before the event.
Cost
There is a sliding scale of charges depending on your
participation. You can choose to:
a. provide venue, a starter and wine for a total of 8
people. Cost £15 per host couple.
b. provide venue, a main course and wine for a total
of 8 people. Cost , £5 per host couple.
c. provide a dessert for 8. Cost £29 per couple.
d. provide no food, just turn up and eat. Cost
£17.50 per person (£35 per couple).
The reduced charges assume that each course is being
provided by a couple and that they are catering for 8.
However, the aim is be inclusive so if you would like to
host a course as a singleton please do ask as we should
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be able to accommodate most combinations. (Charges
will be reduced accordingly.)
All proceeds from the event will go to the Harwell
Village Hall renovation project (registered charity no
300161).

OUR STREET CORNER
The village youth group meets in the
Pavilion on the Recreation Ground on
Monday evenings from 7-9 p.m.
If you would like to join just pop in any
Monday night and meet Stacey, our youth
worker.
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The Seasonal Gardener
2011. A new year and a new start. That’s where all the
emphasis seems to be in all the papers and magazines.
We’re urged to make resolutions to be fitter, slimmer,
better people and to break all the bad habits we got into
in the previous year. I don’t know about you but I find
this time of year hard enough to deal with without
giving up a hundred and one things that are supposed to
be bad for me!
So I’m looking forwards instead of back and trying to
find the positive in amongst the dreary end of winter
blues. One example, I’m very glad I’m not self
sufficient at this time of year. There’s only so much
kale and sprouts an individual can handle. I don’t have
to forage for berries and nuts like they did in the past.
And, I was out walking with the dogs the other
afternoon and it didn’t get completely dark until
5.30pm. Not much difference than a week ago but
difference enough for me!
If you look at the garden now you can see the signs of it
reawakening and getting ready for the big spring grow.
Snowdrops are out and daffodil leaves are poking their
heads through the soil. Once the dead growth is cleared
away from the perennials you can see the stirrings of
the new growth. So take heart all you people out there
wishing the winter away. Spring will be here before we
know it. Clear the garden of all the dead seeds heads
and dead growth. Prune your apple trees before the sap
starts to rise, get a grip on your other shrubs, trees and
climbers and give everything a nice new covering of
mulch or compost to give it a really good head start for
spring and protect that new growth from any further
frosts. It will really cheer you up seeing the garden all
ship shape and ready to grow.
Looking forward, we can really get a grip on this year if
we plan now. Write a list of all the vegetables and
flowers you want to grow. Then look up (in any
seasonal gardening book) when they need to be sowed.
Most of the garden reference books have a chart of
when to sow, plant and harvest. Then plan where
you’re going to grow them and make sure the ground is
prepared now. Dig it over if necessary, removing
weeds and incorporate some fertiliser at least 2 weeks
before planting to avoid scorching roots. Cover it up
with anything you have to warm up the soil and prevent
further weeds germinating. Check you have everything
you need in readiness for when the ground is warm
enough to plant. Compost, pots, seed trays, cloches are
all needed as well as the seeds, bulbs and plants.
Phew! If you’ve done all that then you’ve probably
earned some of the so called bad things we’re not meant
to have! And if you’re still feeling like you need a
resolution or do a good deed, can I suggest looking at
this web site www.anthonynolan.org.uk? The daughter
of friends of ours and many other people are in
desperate need. If you can help, please do!
Until next month, wishing you a happy and positive
new year!
Happy Gardening!Sara Southey
Southey Gardening Solutions

07860 454514
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TRAINER
The Story of a Racehorse Training Dynasty
By Jane McKee
Jane McKee, the daughter of internationally famous
racehorse trainer Leonard Ambrose Cundell (18791939) is well placed to write the story of this possibly
unique dynasty.
The author traces the family's agricultural roots back to
early times and then follows on with the story of how
her then 21-year-old father was left on his own to
develop the family's farming interests, including the art
of racehorse training. This hard-won expertise was then
passed on to other family members and is still being
appreciated right up to the present day.
The Cundell 'Dynasty' was not immune to local and
international vicissitudes, including the 'Agricultural
Depression' which only ended just before the
commencement of the Great War. Family members
were involved in both World Wars and the family was
greatly affected by a 'compulsory purchase' order on
their property and land which was required for the
construction of the wartime RAF airfield at Harwell.
£9.99 including postage and packing from:
Jane McKee, 3 Alms Houses, Goring Heath,
Reading, Oxon. RG8 7RS Tel: 01491-680770

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell
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HARWELL SCOUT GROUP
QUIZ NIGHT
VILLAGE HALL
FEBRUARY 19TH
7pm for 7.30

Talented locals from the
Harwell area come together to
compete for the honour of being
the first ever H-Factor
champion!
Fun and laughter guaranteed.

Saturday 5th February
Harwell Village Hall
4pm - The Little Prince Matinee
with Tea and cakes from 3:30
Adult £5, concessions £3.
7:30pm - The H-Factor &
The Little Prince
Adult: £7 Concessions: £5
Tickets from Bob’s
Proceeds to Harwell Scout Group
& Harwell Village Hall

Performed by M.A.D Studio:

The Little Prince
By Antoine De Saint-Exupery
Adapted by Fiona Brennan-Scott

£5 per person
6 people maximum to a team
(Teams can be made up for those who
apply in ones or twos)

BAR
A FISH AND CHIP SUPPER CAN BE
ORDERED ON THE NIGHT
Please call Claire Storey 221049 if
you wish to confirm a place,
or pay at the door

The White Hart
High Street, Harwell Tel: 01235 798001
Ian, Christine and our team
welcome you to our homely atmosphere
Join us for a Warm Welcome…
…Traditional Pub...…Excellent Ales…
& Good Home Cooked Locally Sourced Food.
We are dog friendly too !
Monday to Thursdays
Bar Open 12pm to 11pm
Food Served noon to 2.30pm and 6pm to 9pm
Friday and Saturdays
Bar Open 12pm to 12am
Food Served 12pm to 2.30pm & 6pm to 9pm
Sundays
Bar Open 12pm to 11pm
Food Served 12pm to 3pm
Every Tuesday night is Steak Night
come try us out !
Function Room Available for any occasion
Large Beer Garden and Car Park
Letting Rooms Available from £30.
Why not have your child’s party here,
come and try our new children’s menu.
Quiz & Meat raffle every Friday night from 9pm

The Little Prince is a classic tale with
equal appeal to both adults and children.
It is the story of a pilot’s discovery in the
desert of a little boy from another planet
- the Little Prince of the title - and the
stories of his intergalactic travels.

SPECIAL OFFER
£5 OFF A MEAL FOR TWO PEOPLE
OFFER VALID ON MAIN MENU AND SPECIAL
BOARDS ONLY, MON TO THURSDAY
ONLY UNTIL 30TH FEBRUARY 2011.
ONLY AVAILABLE WITH THIS VOUCHER

