The Harwell News
Published by Harwell Parish Council

Parish Council News
Parish Council Election:
At the recent election there were only 10 nominations
for the 11 places, so there was no vote. In addition Mr
G Taylor, who has been a Councillor for the last term,
has resigned due to no longer being resident or working
in the Parish. The Chairman thanked him for his
contribution over the past four years, and the three other
Councillors who did not stand for election again; Mr
John Fisher and Mr Rod Thomas had served since 2007,
while Mr Don Hayter had served since 1997.
At the first meeting of the new Council, on 10th May,
the Council co-opted Mrs D Turner, whose nomination
paper had narrowly missed the deadline for acceptance.
So the Council is now:
Mr D Marsh (Chairman)
Mrs D Boughton-Waite
Mr M Fox-Davies
Mrs D Greenfield
Mr M Ricketts

Mrs K Beswick OBE
Mr S Davison
Mrs S Gaspar
Ms K Hawthorne
Mrs D Turner

In addition, there is now a casual vacancy that the
Council is able to fill by co-option. There are no
specific qualifications for the role, other than
enthusiasm and an interest in local affairs, but
candidates must have lived or worked in the parish for
the last 12 months.
Anyone interested in becoming a Parish Councillor
should contact the Parish Clerk by Friday 10th June;
contact details are give below and on the Parish website
www.harwellparish.co.uk.
May Council Meeting:
The Chairman welcomed the four new Councillors, and
gave a summary of council responsibilities, current
projects and items of importance, and councillors’
duties. A large part of the meeting was taken up by
various administrative tasks, such as reviewing standing
orders, approving representatives on external bodies,
reviewing assets, and insurance etc. Two Committees
were set up, covering Lands and Planning.
PCSO Deane attended to report on local problems.
There had been thefts of a sports pitch marker from
Harwell Campus, a steel cable from a container at
Diamond Light Source, and a forklift battery at Zulu
Farm. Also 2 incidents of criminal damage to a vehicle
in The Park had been reported, theft of 2 go-karts from
The Cleave, and 2 sheds damaged on Didcot Road.
Speed checks have been carried out in the parish, and
one vehicle was found to have red diesel in the tank;
this was subsequently seized by HM Customs.
Mr Marsh commented that on recent occasions children
have been riding bicycles in the High Street in a manner
that is dangerous to themselves and to traffic. PCSO
Deane agreed that it was an ongoing problem, and
hoped to visit schools to offer advice.
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Following the retirement of Mr Pike as part-time
groundsman, the Council approved a part-time contract
for Mr East, which gives him the power to liase with
sports clubs and referees regarding the state of the pitch
surface.
April Council Meeting:
At the Open Forum four allotment-holders were invited
to speak. They had asked some questions which were
due to be discussed later in the meeting, and also
wished to stress that there were still several issues
regarding repairs and access that they wished the
Council to address. Mr Marsh thanked them for forming
a Committee to liaise with the Council. Later, under
Lands items, the Council minuted its response to the
queries; in particular, it stated its willingness to hold
further discussions with the Committee on the subject
of future maintenance of the allotments.
Still on Open Forum matters, PCSO Kirby gave a report
on recent problems in the area, and then District Mrs
Margaret Turner reported that Vale Housing
Association has obtained a quote for the installation of
gas heating to the flats in Gaveston Road; Mr Reg
Waite reported that the site of the collapsed cottage on
Reading Road has been cleared, and planners have
contacted the owner to discuss future plans for the site.
Under Matters Arising, it was reported that several
councillors had attended a meeting with Mr Gilbert,
Planning Officer from VWHDC, to discuss
management of community facilities within Great
Western Park. Mr Marsh also attended a similar
meeting in Didcot. He reported that some GWP
planning applications are under discussion at SODC. He
had re-arranged the Parish website so that GWP matters
are on one page.
It was reported that Taylor Woodrow could no longer
attend the Annual Parish Meeting to provide
information on Great Western Park progress, but would
like to attend a meeting later in the year. Mr Hayter
suggested the Harwell by-pass could be discussed; Mr
Marsh explained that there is no likelihood of funds
being available for a by-pass without further housing
including VWHDC's Valley Park. The meeting has now
been scheduled for Monday 4th July – see page 3 for
details.
Under Lands matters, the adventure play area was
discussed. Verbal and written complaints have been
received about the deteriorating condition of the play
area. Mr Fisher reiterated the fact that he and Mr
Thomas had held one meeting with parents of local
schoolchildren, with a view to setting up a committee to
discuss improvements to the play area, but that there
was very little interest in taking the matter further. It
was hoped that refurbishment of the area could be
factored into plans for a new pavilion building, but that
project is also on hold at present. The Council agreed
that the equipment is worn and that improvements are
required.
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The Council agreed at the May meeting to support a
Working Party to implement a refurbishment of the
adventure playground, assisting with the funding, if
necessary from reserves, and supporting any grant
applications made by the Working Party, subject to final
approval of plans.
The Harwell & Hendred Youth Football Club had asked
for permission to hold a tournament on the Recreation
Ground in, possibly the weekend of 16 & 17 th July.
If this goes ahead it will occupy a large part of the Rec.
for the weekend.
There was an agenda item to discuss the Sports
Development Project, but this was deferred until a
decision has been made by Village Hall Trustees.
Several councillors felt that details of the proposals for
the future of the village hall should be freely accessible
by the public, and that the Council should insist that
each option be explored as fully as possible before a
decision is reached.
The Council agreed that in any decisions involving the
future of these two projects, whether combined or not,
the public should be kept informed of the decisionmaking process and background information.
On the Cemetery work, Mr Ricketts reported that the
reseeding of the old boundary area was nearly complete.
The work on gates and paths was expected to be done
soon.
Under Environment matters, the Council acknowledged
the difficulties of residents who were affected by
inconsiderate parking near the school and church hall.
As Little Pippins’ new building is almost complete, it
was hoped there would be fewer parking problems near
the church hall.
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web. The next meetings of the Parish Council are
on Tuesdays June 14th and July 12th. Items for the
agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one
week before this. Contact her on 01235 820006 where
messages can be left, email clerk@harwellparish.co.uk,
or by post to P.O. Box 223 Wantage OX12 2DH. Office
hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays.
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Planning Matters
Our apologies for erroneously listing 3 applications in
the last issue as having already been given permission.
Permissions:
HAR/21294/1 Erection of 4-bedroom detached
bungalow at Rose Dene, Didcot Road.
HAR/21459 Erection of single storey extension
(retrospective) at Brewery Cottage, The Barrow.
HAR/14888/1 Conversion of part of garage to dining
room at Laburnum House, High Street.
HAR/7445/1 Change of use from public house to
private dwelling at The Crispin, Burr Street.
HAR/21480 Demolition of existing dwelling & erection
of replacement at Long Acre, Reading Road.
HAR/6409/10 & HAR/6409/11-LB Single storey
extension, bin store, internal alterations, extended patio
& new entrance door at The White Hart.
HAR/21505 Single storey rear ext, conv. kitchen to
study/office & conv. garage to bedroom at 5 The Cleave
HAR/6071/1 Installation of photovoltaic panels on
single storey office building at 1 The Court, High St.
HAR/21525 2 storey rear extension & single storey
front extension at 1 Wantage Road.
Refusal:
HAR/8688/2 Demolition of existing garage, erection of
replacement garage at Bladonstone, The Winnaway.
Police Surgeries are held in the Village Hall. The next
are:
Saturday 18th June 10am – 11am
Saturday 16th July 10am – 11am
Mobile Library
The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall car
park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the following
Wednesdays: 8, 22 June, 6, 20 July.
Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports
of Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are
not those of the Parish Council. Items for the August
issue should be supplied by July 20th. - email news@
harwellparish.co.uk . Distribution is organised by Mrs.
Pat Staples, tel. 01235 833660. Advertising queries to
the Clerk – Martin Ricketts, editor.

Children’s Playground:
The refurbishment of the playground is being discussed.
If anyone would like to join the group or has ideas
please contact Sue Greatbanks on 01235 835393 or
Kate Beswick on 01235 835338.

ANTIQUES - Wanted
Single items or deceased effects cleared
Jewellery, silver, china, etc.
Furniture Pre 1930
Telephone 01235 221152
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Great Western Park

Harwell Village Hall

You will have seen work starting at the north of the site.
Soon the main spine road will reach south towards the
B4493. It won’t be long before, as you drive from
Harwell to Didcot, you will find traffic lights. Turn left
and you will find, as well as the houses, a secondary
school, a primary school, a commercial centre with
shops and perhaps a supermarket, a community centre
and a park with rugby, football and cricket pitches, and
much more.

The Village Hall Trustees met again with the Parish
Council, RBL and sports group and decided to continue
the work that has been done so far exploring the
commonality and feasibility of the option of moving the
Village Hall to the Recreation Ground. The next step is
to commission an architect to produce an impression of
what the community project on the Recreation Ground
could look like.

To find out more about the development
come to Harwell Village Hall
at 7.30pm on Monday July 4th.
At the meeting, hosted by Harwell Parish Council,
representatives of the Great Western Park architects and
the developers will outline their vision and plans for the
layout of the streets, the design of the houses and the
provision of facilities that benefit the whole community.
Please note that this is an information meeting and not a
formal consultation. None the less there will be
opportunity for questions and giving your feedback.
Design work for the Southern District of GWP, to the
right as you drive to Didcot, is still underway, and your
ideas and comments will be welcome.
David Marsh
Chairman Harwell Parish Council

The Trustees are concerned that a few villagers are
using the car park and forcing those using the hall to
park on the road. Please only park in the village hall car
park if you are attending an event

Almshouses Vacancy
The Trustees of Harwell Parochial Charities would like
to hear from women living in or near the Parish of
Harwell who might be interested in occupying one of
the Almshouse dwellings in the High Street, Harwell.
Preference will be given to those in need, who have
lived in the Parish for at least 5 years. In the absence of
any local applicants those from the surrounding area
would be considered.
The dwelling is one of a detached pair, with two rooms,
a kitchen and bathroom, plus a small garden. There is a
bus service to Didcot, Wantage and Abingdon and a
butcher's shop/grocery store and a newsagent in the
village.
For further details, please contact the Clerk to the
Trustees: Mrs Clare Wagner, Jabrin, Reading Road,
Harwell, OX11 0LU or telephone 01235 835425.

Notice to Dog Walkers

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe Registered
CIPHE Registered
•
•
•
•
•
•

Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
No job too small
Free Estimates
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com

On Easter Monday at Princes Manor Farm, an
unsupervised dog attacked a lamb so severely that it
resulted in its death. This was clearly very upsetting for
not only everyone at the farm, but to those passersby
that saw the attack. We would prefer to avoid the need
for additional fencing within the vicinity of livestock,
however, this may be an option to be considered should
another attack occur in the future. We would therefore
like to stress the importance of keeping all dogs,
regardless of breed, on a lead at all times when in the
vicinity of farm animals or when walking on the public
footpath through the farm. It should also be highlighted
that there is also no public right of way from Church
Lane/Cherry Tree Court through the farmyard towards
the rear of the cemetery, and we would therefore
appreciate it if people could avoid taking this route.
Princes Manor Farm
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The Easter Bonnet Parade and activities afternoon
was a great success and well done to Violet
Hogan-Thomas and Luke Wilson who won the
best bonnets competition, in the photo left.

Little Pippins

New starters this summer are Talya Curtis, Thea
Atanasova, Joseph Spicer-Mayhew and Josie
Pickles; we hope they enjoy their time with us.
Events to look forward to in June include a Teddy
Bears Picnic and a trip to Beale Park. Then in July
we have our Sports Day which the children always
enjoy. And we are very grateful to Harwell School
for letting us use their swimming pool this term.
Little Pippins Pre-School welcomes children from
the age of two and half accompanied by an adult
and from three on their own. We offer morning and
afternoon sessions and a Breakfast Club. If you
would like have a look around and see what we do
please call in any time between 9.15am and 3pm.
Tel: Sally Begley (Supervisor) or Brenda Pyke
(Administrator) on 07514 367 815
email: littlepippins@btinternet.com
www.littlepippins.org.uk
Below the whole Easter Parade:

Are you a
parent or carer
for a baby or
toddler, or even
a mum-to –be?
Come along to Harwell Fun Club and you can make
new friends. We meet each Tuesday (term time) at the
village hall between 9.30am and 11.30am.
We have a wide range of toys for all ages and a weekly
craft activity. There is a dedicated baby area and we
usually finish the session with some singing.
The cost is £1.50 per family and includes a snack and a
drink for the children and adults; the first session’s free.
For more information please contact Christina Wood
01235 832 169 or Alison Fautley 01235 221 052
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1st Harwell
(St Matthew)
Beaver Scouts
Are you aged between
5 ¾ and 8 ½?
If you are and you enjoy outdoor activities,
arts and crafts and meeting new people, then
Beaver Scouts is the place for you!
We meet on a Tuesday evening from 6-7pm
and take part in a variety of games and
activities including, climbing, crate stacking,
parachute games, cooking, tasting food,
camping and day visits. We are celebrating
25 years of Beavers Scouts this year and
have many extra events happening including a
County Family Camp planned for September
2011 and a south east region visit to
Legoland booked for October 2011, so come
and join the fun!
For more information please email Zara
Zimmerman bsl@harwellscouts.org.uk
Harwell Senior Citizens Fund
On the 10th February, 1964 a group of men in the
Village, got together in The Crown Public House, now
the Nursing Home, to chat about forming a charity
within the village to give a gift to the over 70 year olds
at Christmas time by selling bingo tickets throughout
the year and giving these very valued members of our
community a little bit of extra cash to help out with the
festive season. A committee was formed and I still
have all the minutes from those days, detailing all the
fund raising that has taken place throughout the last 47
years.
When it first started, we were distributing on average
to 200 people £4/10/0d each and last year we distributed
181 people £30.00 each. Over all these years we have
actually distributed approximately £125,000.
May I take this opportunity of thanking everybody who
is involved in the weekly raising of money for our
Fund. A very big thank-you also to quite a few people,
who are not on our committee, but who continually help
us 'behind the scenes'. Our agents are spread around the
Village and their weekly collecting of monies etc. is a
very important piece of the jigsaw.
We have, for many years now, been appealing for more
new committee members and agents, but nobody has
come forward which is disappointing, and so we are
thinking about calling it a day this Christmas. It's a
shame because we were hoping to reach our 50th year
in existence but to no avail.
For those of you who continually support us, thank you,
and we hope you will be lucky with your bingo
numbers.
Yvonne Hinchliffe – Secretary
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Harwell Feast Committee
As we were unable to bring you the
Feast this year we are putting on a
smaller event instead. We welcome you
to:

The Harwell Village Fête
Sat 6th August
2 p.m. on
The Rectory Lawn
Bagg’s Tree Buskers,
Harwell Young Singers
Fun Dog Show,
Organ Grinder
Stalls & Sideshows
Refreshments
Face Painting
Open Tower

Donations of Books, DVDs, Toys, White
Elephant, Jewellery & Accessories &
Plants most welcome between 11am &
12noon at the Church. Thank you.

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out
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Special Report from Harwell School
Our Village School is praised for its
“outstanding community cohesion”
This has been an interesting and in many ways
successful year for Harwell School. Having settled in to
our brand new, very well appointed, surroundings at the
Key stage 2 end of the school, the children have, as
usual, excelled in many of their endeavours.
One exciting aspect of our redevelopment is the
inclusion of an Art Gallery, which has now housed two
exhibitions and is looking forward to a third, please
come and take a look if you would like to.
Our School Association goes from strength to strength,
with a wide variety of events happening, ranging from
our very successful quiz nights, to our annual summer
Fair, which this year is on 25th June.
One of the more stressful experiences of the year for the
staff was a visit from Ofsted, who were more than
satisfied with what they saw. The full report is
available, but the following is from the summary:
“Its priorities to enhance pupils’ creativity and
personal development are reflected by the good quality
outcomes in these areas; in particular, the very high
quality art work, the outstanding community cohesion
and pupils’ excellent contribution to the community.
Attendance is high. Good-quality care, guidance and
support ensure a secure welcoming environment in
which pupils feel safe. Pupils behave well and have a
good understanding of how to stay safe and keep fit and
healthy. Their spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development is good. Safeguarding arrangements are
good. Strong partnerships with external agencies
provide valuable additional support for vulnerable
pupils and the very large number of pupils who join or
leave at other than at the normal times. Parents and
carers are kept very well informed and closely involved
in their children’s learning.”
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We have been recognised as an outstanding school in
terms of the International activities we undertake,
picking up an Oxfordshire Gold Award for primary
languages, who were impressed by the teaching of
French, German, Spanish and Italian and a national
prize for our Gelato project with Class 2. But this is not
the extent of our global impact, we have been planning
this year with our partners in Germany, Poland, Turkey,
Romania and Bulgaria, to start a new joint project in
September; we have hosted a Swiss teacher, for three
weeks as part of his training and we are expecting
students from France and Germany next month.
We also ask the children to bring in 10p a month from
their pocket money to contribute to the education of a
little girl, called Diana, in Tanzania. All of these
activities have contributed to us gaining recognition as
an International School.
We still play an active part in local community life,
with our Full Circle group of older volunteers who
work with a small group of children every week, as part
of a groundbreaking intergenerational programme. We
are also delighted to be hosting the village Produce
Show later this year, with a chance for our gardening
club to show off their efforts in our new garden. This
fits in well with our status as an EcoSchool, which we
are about to renew for the ninth year running. This has
an effect upon the way we do most things in school, as
it emphasises a sustainable approach and instils
important values in those who will be left to sort out the
mess we older generations have sometimes made of
things. We regularly hold Go Green Days, when
parents, children and others come together in school to
undertake projects in the school grounds.
This has led to the development of our outdoor learning
spaces, where we are creating The Octopus’ Garden:

We have sent children on a number of residential visits,
Year 6 to Yenworthy in Devon, Classes 3 and 4 to The
Peak District and class 2 to Wantage. These are often
opportunities to do things we can’t offer in school, such
as surfing and abseiling at Yenworthy, and walking
down Dovedale in the Peaks, but more importantly it is
a chance for the children to grow and develop their
personalities.

BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine
and new English oak
Building Services, extensions, windows, doors,
carpentry and joinery
www.fox-wood.co.uk tel: 01235 835553
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking
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This is an area for performance and especially music
making in the open air, look out for the drums, the
gongs and the Batonka next time you come:

June 2011

Slalom at the Prodrive Test Track in Kenilworth
recently.

Music and performance continue to play a big part
in the life of the school, three concerts and two
major plays being performed every year. Our
children go on to take part in the Dorchester Music
festival and you might have heard the less
sophisticated sounds of our carol singers trooping
round at Christmas.
A new venture for us this year is the launch of our
Let’s Get Cooking Club, where we have already
helped children to learn a variety of skills and
recipes which will be useful in the kitchen at home
as well as producing some excellent food.
We don’t operate alone and work closely with our
friends in the local village schools, taking part in
Federation events, such as the Federation Sports,
and separate activities for all the age groups. We
are pleased to host the local Tag Rugby and
Cricket tournaments and take part in all sorts of
activities with the whole of the Didcot Partnership
of schools too. These events often feature sports
and we have gained some success this year with
our Sports hall athletes, our Football team, who
won their league and our netballers who also won
their league. Our Year 3 and 4 Tag Rugby team
swept all before them this year and our Year 6
Greenpower Racing Cars have had two outings
this year so far and picked up a first place in the
For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153

HARWELL VILLAGE

These cars are rebuilt and refinanced each year by
the children with help from parents and others in
the local community; if you would like to become
involved with expertise or sponsorship please let
us know.
We also have children who take part in a nationwide Chess Challenge as well as a team who play
matches against some of the other local schools,
mostly in Oxford.
We are delighted with individual achievements
that many of our children make outside of school
too, ranging from first swimming certificates to
county and even national champions.
We probably have the best sporting facilities for
any primary school in Oxfordshire with our
Floodlit Artificial Grass Pitch and changing rooms,
heated indoor swimming pool and good-sized field
and hall. All of these are available for hire at very
reasonable rates; just ring our office on 835337.
We are looking to the future and talking to the
Local Authority about the possibility of placing
Solar Panels on the roof of the school hall, which
will be a positive step in our attempts to become
more sustainable.
With all these exciting developments you might
not recognise your old school in places, but we’d
be delighted to see you if you’d like to come for a
look round, or make use of our excellent facilities
right on your doorstep.

SUMMER BALL
SATURDAY JULY 9
DRINKS FROM 6.45
SUPPER SERVED AT 7.45
DANCING TO WATT4
ALL PROCEEDS SPLIT BETWEEN
HARWELL SCHOOL AND LITTLE PIPPINS
PRE-SCHOOL

Tables of 6 or 10 – tickets @ £30 each from
suepearman23@gmail.com
Or ask Danyelle in Bob’s Butchers

Abingdon Blinds &
Curtains

TH

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Home & Office Visits
Expert Advice, Measuring &
Fitting
20 Years Experience
Local Company
Custom Made Curtains
Every Type of Blind.
Excellent Quality – Great Service

Call 01865 391881
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HARWELL WI
We have all been enjoying this glorious weather but
hope that it is not our summer!
Our April meeting was ‘Easter Flowers’ with Janice
Tattersdill and everyone went home with a wonderful
arrangement which lasted over two weeks – very
worthwhile.
We were so busy in May. Sherrell Cunningham gave an
inspiring talk entitled ‘Fly Africa’. Sherrell is a female
pilot working in areas of war and aid relief. She has
now left Africa, having sold her airline, and is starting a
new furniture venture in the Cotswolds. At the end of
the month on the 25th it was our 90th Birthday. We
celebrated with a tea party in the grounds of local
Ardington House. The weather was glorious and we
started with a tour of the house with family member,
Rose Baring. There was a wonderful 90th Birthday Cake
made by one of our members, Crystal Mitcham,
sandwiches, cakes and scones provided in a marquee by
the House and 50 members and ex [long standing]
members enjoyed the afternoon.
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jams and pickles are ‘to die for’ so I am sure we can all
learn something really useful.
On 11 August we don’t have a formal evening meeting
but there will be a River Trip and Tea at Benson.
On September 14th, ‘Calendar Girls’ cameraman Ashley
Rowe gives us a taste of ‘Behind the Lens’ on the
original film set. Also on 19 September we are doing
our usual 5-mile walk, this year around Rotherfield
Greys, with a pub lunch.
As you can see, it is all happening at your local WI.
Come and join us, find out at first hand the many
interesting speakers, visits and outings we have to offer.
Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the
second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more information about joining us or
about any of the above activities, contact our Secretary,
Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430. email:
penny@digitalsafaris.com.
The New Poppy Tea Room
We would like to invite you to
join us on a Tuesday afternoon
from 2.30pm onwards for a
cuppa and see what we are
doing with our new venture
providing a drop-in ‘Tea Room’ for people in the
Parish who would like to get out of the house more and
make friends with new people. If you should need
transport due to a disability please ring John on
Abingdon 835870 and we will arrange transport.
Dates: - June 14th & 28th, July 12 & 26th, and then every
other Tuesday. Plenty of parking and easy access with a
ramp.
The Poppy Tea Room Committee of The
Harwell Club RBL, Westfield, Harwell.

There were scrap books of photos and minutes dating
back to the start of the club and members were able to
chat and look at the memorabilia during the afternoon.
We were delighted and honoured to be joined by WI
Federation Chairman, Sue Cox.
On 08 June Malcolm Nelson is returning to give us
another of his talks about his life in Customs & Excise,
entitled ‘Anything to Declare Pt.2’. He had us rolling
in the aisles last time so we are all looking forward to a
lively evening. On 13 June there is a visit to The
Houses of Parliament and Big Ben. On Saturday 25
June we are holding our annual Coffee Morning in the
lovely gardens of Pat & Norman Staples at Pear Tree
Barn, next to The Village Hall. We hope for good
weather, the scones will be scrumptious and the ‘Bring
& Buy’ stall is always a great success. This is not just
for WI or prospective members, if you are in the village
and fancy a coffee/tea and a scone, call in – entry £2.
On 06 July we are doing another walking tour of
Oxford, again with Rob who took us on a different tour
last year. This one is called ‘The Gossips Tour of
Oxford’. We are all looking forward to another
enjoyable afternoon probably starting with lunch at one
of Oxford’s many restaurants. On 13 July the renowned
local jam and pickle maker, Jeanette Howse, is coming
to tell the WI how it should be done – I ask you, the WI
in the shade with jam and pickle making! Jeanette’s

2, Honey Lane, Cholsey OX10 9NP
Tel: 01491 651356 Fax: 01491 652470
Email: sales@wheelers-electrical.co.uk
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Harwell Village Tennis Club – New Courts

Nutty about
Newts
Looking for an unusual Fathers' Day gift?
Does your Dad love wildlife? Sign him up to the
Wildlife Trust's Nutty About Newts Event

On Thursday 5th May the new tennis courts at the
recreation ground were officially opened by Janice
Markey and Kate Beswick, representing the Harwell
Feast and Parish Council respectively:

To sign your Dad and
your whole family up
for our nutty about
newts event contact us:
sceec@bbowt.org.uk or by phone 01235 862024
We will send you a Nutty About Newts Invitation to
give to your Dad on Fathers day – 19th June.
The event is from 10am-12noon on 26th June
There will be newts to see up close, pond dipping & a
chance to build a model boat and race it on our pond!
A donation of £3 per family would be appreciated
Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education Centre
We are situated at the east end of Milton Park OX14
4TE. Contact: Katie Fenton 01235 862024
katiefenton@bbowt.org.uk

The club would like to thank the Harwell Feast, which
contributed £3500, the Parish Council, which
contributed £3000, and Nightingale Associates, who
generously fund some of their people to play at the club,
for their financial help, without which the upgrade of
the courts would not have been possible.
The club is run to encourage everyone in Harwell to
play tennis, and now offers a superb facility. We have
very good value subscriptions, and exceptionally good
value Junior rates - so a great way to encourage your
kids to be active and enjoy sport, and to fill those long
weekends and holidays.
We run club nights on Thursday evenings, from 6-7pm
for kids, typically teenagers able to play a game
together, and from 7 pm onwards for adults.
Subscriptions are: £60 Family, £40 Adult, Juniors: £15
under 18s, £10 under 12s. If you would like to join,
please contact our membership secretary: Jeffrey
Karoly 01235 833074 & harwelltennis@hotmail.com
Tennis Coaching for kids
We are hoping to run coaching on Wednesday
afternoons after school for the summer term. The first
hour will be for beginners learning ball skills, and the
second for intermediates who are able to fairly reliably
hit the ball over the net. Assuming we can finalise
arrangements with the coach, these will start on Weds
8th June and probably run until 20th July - 7 sessions.
The cost hasn’t been finalised but is expected to be
around £10 for the term for beginners and £20 for
intermediates, to be paid up-front, ideally with a
subscription so they can continue playing afterwards.
The first two weeks will be paid for from a community
grant provided to the club by BT, supporting
volunteering by employees (in this case Paul Fishburn),
and we will continue after as long as there are sufficient
kids to fill the course.
Please contact Paul on 01235 835652 or
paul.fishburn@btinternet.com if you have children
who are interested.
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The Seasonal Gardener
I’ve just spent the last couple of weeks digging holes
and planting more plants than I can count. The ground
in most places is rock solid and digging those holes has
taken forks, spades and a bucket load of energy along
with some jarred elbows! The small amount of rain
we’ve had has done nothing to help either.
This is where it pays to prepare the ground as well as
you can. It’s worth taking time to dig over the area to
be planted and add soil enricher, compost or top soil to
break up the solid lumps and increase both the nutrient
value and drainage of the soil. Once planting is
finished, masses of water around each plant encourages
the roots to take hold. If you’re putting a mulch down,
such as bark chips, do this after watering and the mulch
will help keep all the moisture where it’s needed.
Being June there will be a lot of pot planting happening
I’d imagine. Mixing in water retaining gel (already
soaked) and slow release fertiliser will be a great boon
to your plants. You can also mix your compost with a
bit of garden soil to add extra weight which will help
stop tall pots from falling over. It will also help stop
the compost in your pot from drying out so quickly and
shrinking away from the sides. Using a compost/soil
mix will help ensure water doesn’t run down the inside
edges and straight out of the bottom. Any dried out
pots will need soaking in a trug of water for a
considerable time before the compost rehydrates.
Hanging baskets will benefit from the above too.
However I’d be inclined to leave the soil out. Baskets
are heavy enough once planted and those brackets can
only take so much! I would advise using the largest
basket you can get, double lining it with both basket
liner and moss. Then before filling with compost, add a
circle of plastic in the bottom (cut up compost bags are
good). Make sure it comes about a third of the way up.
Pierce this with a few small holes so roots don’t sit in
water for a huge length of time. Then plant up as
normal. By doing this you may only have to water once
a day in hot weather and on the cooler days may even
be able to skip the odd day! A word of warning. Any
of you favouring planting in the sides of baskets, be
aware this increases water loss considerably. By
following the above and planting generously with
trailing plants solely from the top, you should achieve
the same effect without the moisture loss.
I’m looking forward to seeing lots of lovely pots and
baskets on my wanderings with my dogs. Hopefully,
I’ll get some time to follow my own advice and do mine
soon!
Happy Gardening! Sara Southey 07860 454514
www.southey-garden-solutions.co.uk

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell
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Harwell Gardeners’ Club
June 6th Visit to The Old Rectory,
Farnborough. Members £5, Visitors £7
July 4th Guided Tour Of The Northmoor
Trust. Members £4, Visitors £6
Visitors are most welcome to join us on
garden tours. Please let Ruth Alexander
know by calling 835359
COACH TRIP TO RHS WISLEY
SAT 4th JUNE
We currently have spare seats on our annual
coach trip. Visitors are most welcome at the
charge of £17 all in. There are various pick up
points in Didcot, Harwell and Chilton. Contact
Janice Markey on 832802.
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Book Reviews
We have been a little tardy in reviewing Nick Hance’s
book on the Harwell site, since it was published in
2006, but it only recently came to our attention, being
prominently displayed in the library.
The first chapter covers the pre-20th century history,
with several roads of significance crossing the area. As
well as the Ridgeway to the south, the Golden Mile ran
though the west of the site, being part of Straight Street,
in use since Roman times between Oxford and
Hungerford, and renowned for being the camp of
William of Orange as he made his way from Devon to
London in 1688. Icknield Way running east-west had a
particular status, being included with Watling Street, the
Fosse Way, and Ermine Street – “whoever on any of
these four ways kills another or assaults him breaks the
Kings peace”.
Then comes the story of the Bungalow Stables. The
chalky soil produced a grass ideal for horses, draining
easily, but remaining springy in the driest weather. The
nearby Didcot to Newbury railway provided access to
racecourses all over the country, with specially built
carriages with accommodation for both horses and
grooms. The stables were set up in 1905, and were so
named for being the first bungalow to be built in
Chilton!

June 2011
taken from a site in Sutton Courtenay, which UKAEA
later used for a water treatment works. The book covers
various wartime events, including the catapult
construction, and the development of training methods,
with numerous photos. By March 1944 some 1,200
bomber crews had been trained at Harwell, and the
training unit was wound up and preparations for D-Day
begun; the memorial stone sited at the end of the main
runway can still be seen close to the road behind the
hedge and is the scene of a memorial service on the
Saturday nearest to 5th June – 5.30pm on 4th this year.
How Harwell became AERE is well covered. The
requirements for the site included cooling water of low
mineral content, a low water-table, and proximity to
London. The final choice was between Harwell and
Benson, and John Cockcroft and his team reputedly
made the decision over lunch at The Horse & Jockey,
near the Chilton Garden Centre and now demolished.
That takes us up to page 40 of this book of 300+ pages;
there is a lot of coverage of developments on the site
and off – the housing estates built in Didcot, Wantage
and Abingdon, and the nearby prefabs. There is even a
photo of some Harwell Parish Councillors, including
the author, visiting the site a few years ago see the work
being done to encourage wildlife!

The Cundell brothers took over the stables in 1923;
Leonard was trainer and his brother Frank was a vet in
Swindon. Their best years there were 1930 and ’31,
when their Noble Star and Oak Ridge won several
classic races. With the prospect of a war, the Air
Ministry decided they needed the site in 1935 and
compulsorily purchased the site for £11,650, and the
Cundells moved to Aston Tirrold. Jane McKee’s book,
Trainer, mentioned in the February Harwell News,
covers in more detail the Bungalow Stables and
subsequently Blewburton Hall Stables at Aston Tirrold;
her father was Leonard Cundell.
Back to the RAF site, this was probably the first to be
built by John Laing. The Bungalow was near the
roundabout now close to the Parish boundary. The
Commanding Officer apparently had the task on his
first day’s duty of naming the station, and although
more of the site was in Chilton Parish than Harwell,
with some also in East Hendred, he decided it should
take the name of whichever parish his house was in.
That was in South Drive, so it became RAF Harwell.
There were three grass runways initially, which
intersected at the middle of the site, a feature that made
them vulnerable to enemy bombing and prone to
accidents by young pilots in training. The bomb dump
was near the south end of the shortest runway which
had a slight hill in the middle, meaning pilots couldn’t
judge very well whether they could safely take off or
needed to abort the attempt! Later airfield design learnt
from these early mistakes.
RAF Harwell reached its complement of 500 airmen
late in 1938, and on Empire Day, 24th May 1939, held
an Open Day, to which 11,000 visitors came, no doubt
including some German spies! By late 1940 McAlpine
was contracted to install concrete runways; gravel was

Harwell – the enigma revealed, by Nick Hance,
published by Enhance Publishing, Oxford.
Trainer - the Story of a Racehorse Training Dynasty by
Jane McKee, available from her at £9.99 including
postage Jane McKee,3 Alms Houses, Goring Heath,
Reading, Oxon. RG8 7RS Tel: 01491-680770
Martin Ricketts
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The new X32 timetable – from June 6th

Full details at www.thamestravel.co.uk; the new timetables are
currently accessible from their home
page. The service is generally timed
to take a few minutes longer
between Harwell and Oxford.
A few buses don’t go to Chilton; Note
that the 08.00 from Oxford on weekdays
doesn’t come through the village, a
separate bus starts at Didcot station.

There is now a Sunday service.

Didcot Twinning
Are you a Francophile or Germanophile or just like to
meet new people from different cultures? …..
Last year we celebrated the 10th anniversary of our
official twinning with the town of Meylan, near
Grenoble in SE France and recently we have been
developing links with the town of Planegg in Bavaria
with a view to a formal twinning in the future.
What is ‘twinning’? Twinning brings together people
from different countries to share their values and
cultures, promoting friendship and understanding.
Twinning helps us to celebrate the differences as well as
the similarities between two communities.
What’s involved? Visits take place every year,
alternating between Meylan or Planegg. When our
guests come to Didcot we need families to host them.
This involves looking after one or two people for the
weekend, providing some meals and, ideally,
accompanying them to various activities. When we visit

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell.
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992

Meylan and Planegg we are warmly welcomed as guests by
families and have to pay only our travel costs.
The Didcot Twinning Assoc. www.didcottwinning.org.uk
coordinates the annual visits for the town and can facilitate
visits for individuals and groups at other times. We also help
develop links between schools and associations, and hold
fund-raising activities. To help with hosting the biennial
event in Didcot we receive a grant from the Town Council.
What’s coming up? The next visit will be to Meylan
between 8 and 11 September. We would particularly like to
encourage more associations to meet up with their
counterparts in Meylan. Then, in November (24th to 27th), a
small party from Planegg will come to Didcot and we would
like to involve as many people as possible in meeting our
German guests.
The membership fee is just £5 per year for a family or £10
per year for an association. If you would like to take part in
one of the visits or just know more please contact the Sec. G.
Oldham geoff.oldham@talktalk.net, tel 816602, or come
along to the AGM on 22 June at 7:30pm in the Cornerstone.

