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Parish Council News 

June Meeting 

In the Open Forum, County Councillor Mr Stewart 
Lilly reported that Gaveston Road and The Croft are to 
be resurfaced soon, that the County Council is 
supporting the continuation of BBC services in 
Oxfordshire, and that funding is still available via the 
Big Society Fund, and that he is happy to help with 
applications (see more on page 3). Vale District 
Councillors gave a written report, and selected items are 
given on page 3. 

 There were 2 candidates offering themselves for co-
option to the vacancy on the Council, and after the 
candidates had introduced themselves the Council made 
its choice in their absence and chose Mr Gareth Buxton. 
Mr Buxton signed the Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office and joined the Council. 

Planning matters are, as usual, given below as a 
separate item. Under Financial Matters, after the regular 
items, the Council discussed the Vale’s scheme for the 
supply of bin stickers to houses on the through-roads to 
encourage drivers to keep to the speed limit. The 
Council agreed to the scheme and will make a donation 
of £100 to the Vale WHDC. The bin stickers will be 
sent to the selected houses with a covering letter. 

On Matters related to Council-owned Lands, resolutions 
were passed allowing the Harwell & Hendred Youth 
Football Club to use the Rec. for up to 6 teams next 
year, and to permit a summer tournament over a 
weekend organised by HHYFC. A contractor was also 
agreed to put a dressing on the pitches. On the 
Cemetery, Mr Ricketts reported that the work on gates 
and paths had now been done, and he would soon be 
seeding the remaining area of the old boundary. 

Mrs Beswick reported she had attended a meeting of 
some of the allotment tenants, and that tenants welcome 
the proposal to charge a rent according to allotment 
size. Because she wasn’t happy with the survey done by 
Mr Ricketts, she had agreed with Mr Davies that he re-
measure each plot to assist calculations for rent. There 
may be a water leak at the site, but if so it is not a large 
one. The tenants’ group is to join the National 
Allotment Holders Association. Tenants are happy to 
undertake grass cutting inside the allotments area. 
Overgrown hedges along Green Road are still a 
problem. A compost area is to be set up at the eastern 
end of the site. Three plots appeared to be quite 
overgrown; Mrs Beswick to let the Clerk know which. 

On the Sports Development Project & Village Hall 
Project it was reported that the Village Hall Trustees 
opted to continue discussions about potentially 
relocating the hall on the recreation ground. Meetings 
have been set up with architects with a view to asking 
one of them to provide an informed idea of what a new 
building on the recreation ground might look like, and 
at the same time to give an idea of how the existing 
village hall might be refurbished. 

Mr Marsh reported that a meeting has been set up with 
SSGB to discuss future of project, and would take place 
the following week. 

On the play area, it was reported that a working group 
had been set up; Mrs Beswick is the Council’s 
representative. A date of Sunday 4th September was 
agreed for the annual footpaths walk, which visits all 
the off-road rights of way in the parish.  

July Meeting 

In the Open Forum, County Councillor Mr Stewart 
Lilly reported that money for bus shelters is available 
from some Section 106 funding. The Secretary of State 
has approved the incinerator at Ardley, in spite of an 
appeal by residents. Because of ongoing budget 
constraints, street lighting may be an issue next year. 
 
District Councillors Mr Waite & Mrs Turner had 
provided a written report - relevant items are given 
below. Mr Waite also reported that some stickers are 
available for dog bins in the parish, and that the owner 
of the thatched cottage on Reading Road has been given 
until the end of July to submit new plans for the site. 
Ms Hawthorne reported that large bin lorries are still 
making collections at North Drive, instead of the agreed 
smaller ones, and damaging verges and kerbs. Mr Fox-
Davies suggested that penalties could be introduced for 
any vehicle that causes damage. 

Because the Clerk had not yet had confirmation of new 
signatories for cheques, following changes to Council 
membership, she asked  for approval for a resolution 
allowing former Councillors to sign cheques, 
retrospectively from 5th May and until confirmation is 
received. This was approved with one abstention. 

On Council-owned Lands, there was a resolution to set 
the allotment rent for the year from September 2011 
(previously agreed at £25 per plot) at 13 pence per 
square metre, with rent for larger plots capped at £25; 
and that rent for 2012 should remain at 13 pence per 
square metre but without the cap. Mr Ricketts, who had 
first suggested to the Council that the charges should be 
area-based, had previously declared a personal interest 
in having an allotment, and abstained from the 
otherwise unanimous approval. 

On the possible new allotment plots at the north of the 
site, it was agreed the area is unsuitable for a growing 
area, but can used instead for burning and composting. 

The Lands Committee had discussed a proposal that the 
Council make inquiries as to renting the area of land at 
the rear of Orchard Way and adjacent to the recreation 
ground, and use it for a woodland walk. The Council 
approved further enquiries as well as to the owner and 
tenant of the field adjacent, with a view to extending the 
Rec. onto the flat ground. 

The Council had been asked about changing the stile 
from the Rec. to the Reading Road, due to its height 
from the Rec. side, and it was agreed to get quotes for 
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both lowering the gate and, alternatively, installing a 
gate in its place. 

Mrs Beswick reported that the Working Group on the 
Play Area had been formed, with some residents 
coming forward to offer their help after the article in the 
last Harwell News. After a number of site meetings and 
collation of ideas, the group hopes to put more definite 
plans together. A representative of OCC is to talk to the 
Group shortly re: funding options. Any grants awarded 
will be payable to the Council, and all grant 
applications will be copied to the Council.  

The Chairman, Mr David Marsh, reported on recent 
meetings with the Sports Development Project. SSGB 
has done several pieces of work on behalf of SDP 
Consortium, including feasibility studies, valuation of 
land, and funding reviews. Unfortunately reports from 
SSGB had not reached the Council, so that when 
SSGB's last invoice was sent to the Council, it was 
queried, and has not yet been paid. Percentage amounts 
from Consortium members were still owing to the 
Council since payment of the original invoices. SSGB 
has indicated that the total maximum amount of likely 
funding for the Sports Development Project available 
from outside sources will be around £200k, far below 
what was originally expected.  

A resident had complained about obstructive parking on 
Jennings Lane; Police have been advised but it seems 
that little or nothing can be done. 

On possible bus stop funding, Ms Greenfield suggested 
that the footpath from the end of The Winnaway on the 
A4185 be extended to the pedestrian crossing & the bus 
stop if funding is available. The Clerk pointed out that a 
similar scheme had been suggested some time ago, but 
it had not progressed further. Other suggestions 
included the hard-standing proposed for the Didcot 
Road bus stop. Mr Lilly has indicated that funding may 
be available for installing Real Time Information 
displays on one existing or new bus stop; the Council 
agreed it would be a useful idea unless funds could be 
better used elsewhere. 

Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available 
on the web. There not being a regular meeting in 
August, the next meeting of the Parish Council is on 
Tuesday 13th September. Items for the agenda need to 
be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one week before this. 
Contact her on 01235 820006 where messages can be 
left, email clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, or by post to 
P.O. Box 223 Wantage OX12 2DH. Office hours, in the 
Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays. 

Planning Matters 
Applications: 
HAR/7445/2  Demolition of outbuildings, garage & 
sheds. Erection of single storey extensions, proposed 
alterations & new ramping to rear The Crispin, Burr St. 
HAR/21598  Erection of single storey side extension at 
14 North Drive 
HAR/10675/5 & HAR/10675/6-LB  Proposed 
construction of orangery conservatory between dwelling 
house and attached garage at Fairlawn, Church Lane. 
HAR/10675/7-LB  New single width doorway opening 
to gable end wall of main house at Fairlawn, Church Ln 
HAR/21609  Proposed 1st floor extension at Talbots 
Way, Grove Rd. 
HAR/8688/4  Retrospective application for rear dormer 
windows at Bladonstone, Winnaway. 
HAR/12464/13 & HAR/12464/14-LB  Removal of bay 
window. Erection of new oak framed orangery at 
Willowbrook, Church Lane. 
HAR/21625  Erection of 2 single storey extensions at 
Touchwood, The Barrow 
HAR/21612  Erection of 3 storage sheds for sports 
equipment at sports field, First St. 
HAR/2072/6  Demolition of garage, erection of 2 storey 
extension at Firbrook, The Cleave   
The Council agreed that Planners should be asked to 
consider the practicality of permitting vehicular access 
onto Jennings Lane at one of its narrowest points. 
Permissions: 

HAR/19692/8  Proposed erection of detached dwelling 
(part retrospective) (Amendment to previously 
approved Application number HAR/19692/2) at 
Greenbanks, Reading Road 
HAR/884/3-LB  Proposed alterations to floor level to 
increase ceiling height at Rose Cottage, Church Lane 
HAR/6071/1  Installation of photovoltaic panels on 
single storey office building with south facing roof at 1 
The Court, High Street 
HAR/21525  Proposed 2-storey rear extension & single 
storey front extension at 1 Wantage Road 
HAR/8688/3  Proposed dormer windows to front 
elevation at Bladonstone, Winnaway 
HAR/20463/1  Demolition of garage roof. Erection of 
new garage roof with raised ridge height, dormer to 
front elevation & roof windows to rear elevation, single 
storey extensions at Rose Cottage, Gaveston Road 
Refusal: 
HAR/5456/2  Erection of 2-bed bungalow at rear with 
extended vehicular access & parking; reconfiguration of 
existing parking/access at Yewsley, Didcot Road 
Appeal: 
Demolition of garage & erection of replacement garage 
at Bladonstone, Winnaway 
 
 
 
 

R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

trees lopped & felled, stumps removed 
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared 

walls – paths – drives 
sand, ballast, shingle supplied 
for free estimate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

 
 

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork 
*Fencing *Garden Clearance 

 
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378 

E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk 
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Harwell Parochial Charities 
The Trustees wish to appoint new Trustees for this 
small village charity, following recent vacancies.  The 
charity's main business is to provide accommodation in 
the Almshouses on the High Street.  There are 4 regular 
meetings of the Trustees per year.  For more 
information or to make an application, please contact 
the Clerk, Mrs Clare Wagner, Jabrin, Reading Road, 
Harwell, OX11 0LU.  Telephone 835425 
 

Keep Harwell Rural Campaign 
KHR now has a website that includes news and 
downloads of recent submissions to consultations on 
local planning issues: www.keepharwellrural.org 
 
Police Surgeries are held in the Village Hall. The next 
are:  

Saturday 13th August 10am – 11am 
Saturday 10th September 10am – 11am 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library  will be in the Village Hall car 
park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the following 

Wednesdays: 3, 17, 31 August, 14, 28 Sept. 
 

OCC Big Society Fund 

Oxfordshire County Council will have several further 
rounds of its Big Society Fund, which will allow local 
people to bid for start-up funding to help them take 
responsibility for providing services in their 
community. The council is keen to make it as easy as 
possible for communities to do things for themselves, 
and the £600,000 Big Society Fund is a part of this. 
Communities can make bids for start-up funding for 
service provision they may wish to undertake in their 
local area. This could include taking on responsibility 
for youth services, day opportunities for older people or 
even community transport. Further details on the fund 
and how to apply from our County Councillor at … or 
at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/bigsocietyfund  

 
Badminton at Chilton 

 
Calling past badminton players!  Come and see if you 

would like to play again, at the Chilton Badminton 
Club.  The new season starts in September and we have 
2 club nights a week, playing in the new hall at Chilton 
School.  We have some vacancies for those who have 

played before.  Contact either Richard Lawrence 
(Captain) on 07759-945207 or Cathy Brown (Secretary) 

on 850135.

Recreation Ground Play Area 
Thank you for those who responded to the last 
announcement. We have the support of the Parish 
Council, have formed a committee, are looking at 
different kinds of play equipment and will start 
applying for grants as soon as possible. Contacts are 
Sue Greatbanks 835393 or Kate Beswick 835338 
 

Harwell Village Hall 

The Harwell Village Hall Trustees felt that as the 
survey carried out in December gave no indication 
which option was preferred by the village. They have 
commissioned Marshalls of Abingdon to perform a full 
structural survey of the hall  and a valuation. They will 
then ask Robert Guy of Arturus Architects to produce 
two sets of concept drawings. These will show possible 
developments to the existing Village Hall and a 
proposal for a Community Facility on the Recreation 
Ground to replace the Village Hall and incorporate 
changing rooms, and the RBL.  
 
The Trustees will hold a meeting in the Village Hall in 
the early autumn to display these drawings and lead a 
discussion on their merits and answer questions. The 
Village will then be asked to make a choice between the 
two schemes.  
 

Crowns and Cherries Concert 
  

St Matthew's Church, Harwell 
  

Saturday 24 September at 7.30 pm  

The Crown Singers 
A local choir performing Madrigals and Part Songs 

Conductor: Richard Goodall 
and  

The Cherry Tree Players 
A local Wind Ensemble  

Interval refreshments will be available  
Tickets £6 available in advance from Bill 
Jackson (01235 835698) or on the door  

http://www.crownsingers.co.uk/

 
Harwell Dental Practice 

Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ. 
01235-831889   www.harwelldental.co.uk 

 
Fully independent local dental care 

Easy free parking 
 

 
BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE  
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine  

and new English oak 

Building Services, extensions, windows, doors, 
carpentry and joinery 

www.fox-wood.co.uk tel: 01235 835553 
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk 
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Little Pippins Pre-school is moving into 

new purpose-built premises: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are  pleased to announce that we are accepting 
applications for children to start from September 2011 
in our new building.  

It is almost double the size of our old one, with new 
facilities throughout. The large open play area has doors 
onto a covered veranda which then leads seamlessly 
into a significantly larger outdoor play area. This area is 
still being developed, however, there will be a musical 
arch, a wildlife area and a sand pit plus many other 
features.   

Our aim is to provide a safe and happy environment for 
every child in which they can learn to extend their 
skills, knowledge and understanding at their own pace. 
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 
curriculum to prepare the children for school.  The 
activities are planned by staff taking into consideration 
requests from the children and ideas formed from the 
children's play and interests.  We aim to play outdoors 
on the veranda or in the large garden every day and 
often enjoy short walks or visits around the village. 

Places are limited and on a first come first served basis. 
Little Pippins Pre-school offers morning, 9.15-11.45am, 
and afternoon, 12.30-3pm, sessions as well as Breakfast 
Club, Lunch club and links with Harwell After School 
club. Children can start with a parent/carer from age 2½ 
and come unaccompanied from the term they turn 3.  

Early years grant funding is available for all children 
from the term after they turn 3 for 6 sessions a week. 
Fees for non-funded children or extra sessions are £8.50 

If you are a prospective parent and would like more 
information or to have a look round, please contact our 
Supervisor, Sally Begley, on 01235 851921 or 07514 
367815, email littlepippins@btinternet.com, or visit our 
website www.littlepippins.org.uk 

Caring Local Person required 

A position exists for a flexible person to assist with the 
daily Breakfast Club at our Pre-school. This position 
involves simple breakfast preparation, supervision, light 
clearing up duties and a walking bus to school all 
between 8am and 9.30am. The person appointed will be 
invaluable member of the team at Little Pippins and 
essential to the Health and Safety of the children. 

Interested applicants please telephone Lorraine 07901 
908 848 or e-mail littlepippins2004@yahoo.co.uk

 
 
Are you a parent or carer for a baby or toddler, or even 
a mum-to -be? Come along to Harwell Fun Club and 
you can make new friends. 
We meet each Tuesday in term time at the village hall 
between 9.30am and 11.30am.  Our first session after 
the summer holidays is 13th September 2011. 
We have a wide range of toys for all ages and a weekly 
craft activity. There is a dedicated baby area and we 
often finish the session with some singing. 
The cost is £1.50 per family and includes a snack and a 
drink for the children and adults. Your first session is 
free. For more information please contact Alison 
Fautley on 01235 221052 

Writing Competition – last call for entries! 

To encourage local young people aged 12 to 18 to pick 
up their pens and become creative this summer, the 

Vale has a poetry and prose competition open until 5th 
August. The first prize is £50 and the second prize £30. 

All the young people have to do is write a piece of 
poetry or prose of up to 1,000 words on what makes 

them happy. Entries and full contact details need to be 
sent to Karen Tolley, Young People's Coordinator, at 

karen.tolley@southandvale.gov.uk 
 

Annual Footpaths Walk 

This will take place on Sunday 4th September starting at 
2.30pm at the Village Hall. Everyone welcome. 
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Harwell After School Club 

Harwell After School Club (HASC) is looking to recruit 
an Assistant Play Worker to start in September. HASC 
provides quality care to children aged between 3 and 11 
years of age between the hours of 3.15 pm and 6.00 pm 
and provides a safe, secure, stimulating and enjoyable 
environment for the children. The successful candidate 
will be expected to 
* assist the play leader in the daily operation of HASC, 
* help plan, set up and tidy away a varied range of daily 
activities as directed by the Play Leader, 
* develop effective communication with the children, 
parents and members of staff, 
* attend training courses if deemed appropriate 
* ensure HASC policies on Safeguarding Children, 
Equal Opportunity, Health & Safety, Behaviour 
Management and others are adhered to, 
* have a real commitment to provide good quality 
childcare and 
* undergo a CRB check 
  
Ideally candidates will have NVQ Level 2, or above. 
However, training can be provided for the successful 
candidate. Position would suit someone who has 
enthusiasm for working with children, is flexible and 
reliable. Hours of work are 3.00 - 6.15 pm. Days of 
work can be discussed at interview. Please contact 
Claire Shorrock on 01235 820638 for further details. 

 

Health Profiles 
The new 2011 Health Profiles for all local authorities 
and counties in England have been released. There is a 
separate profile for each local authority, providing a 
snapshot of the current health status of the area, with 
tailored commentary, maps and charts. 

Please visit the website at www.healthprofiles.info to 
view profiles for the areas of interest to you. The 
website provides further information, interactive maps 
and links related to online tools also produced by the 
Public Health Observatories in England. 

The 2011 profiles give up-to-date information on 
important health issues such as childhood obesity, skin 
cancer (malignant melanoma), deaths from smoking, 
hospital stays due to alcohol misuse, and early deaths 
from cancer and heart disease. A new indicator included 
this year shows the number of hospital stays due to self-
harm. 
 

First Aid Course for Parents & Carers 

This course will be run by a professional company 
whose courses are written in accordance with the new 
and updated Resuscitation Council Guidelines. I'm 
asking them to run it for myself and invite any other 
parishioners who are interested to join me. 

This course is ideal for parents, grandparents and carers 
requiring a more thorough and rounded introduction to 
paediatric first aid. 
It will provide a more detailed and comprehensive 
introduction to paediatric emergency first aid, covering 
both emergency and secondary first aid. This course is 
based on the guidelines from the Paediatric Working 
Group of ILCOR. Includes life support practice on 
resuscitation manikins, and uses a range of teaching 
mediums. Covering: Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR), Recovery Position, Choking, Febrile 
Convulsions, Meningitis, Injury and Illness assessment, 
Wound treatment, Head and Eye Injuries, Nose Bleeds, 
Allergic Reactions, Drowning, and more common 
illnesses and injuries. 
When:  Saturday 1st October from 10am until 4pm. 
Where:  Harwell Village Hall 
Cost:  £66 per person or £102 per couple 

To book onto this course or for further information 
contact Kate Swanzy, 01235 833344, 
kategalp99@hotmail.com 
 

 
ANTIQUES  - Wanted 

 

Single items or deceased effects cleared 
Jewellery, silver, china, etc. 

Furniture Pre 1930 
Telephone 01235 221152 

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING 

Trading Standards Approved 
Gas Safe Registered 
CIPHE Registered 

• Boiler Servicing 
• Central Heating Installations 
• General Plumbing 
• No job too small 
• Free Estimates 
• Emergency call-outs 

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655 
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk 

email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com 
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Vale News from District Councillors 
Reg Waite & Mrs Margaret Turner 

Abingdon's Abbey Meadows Outdoor Swimming 
Pool & Water Feature: 

The outdoor pool, kiosk and water feature are managed 
on behalf of the Council by SOLL (Vale) Ltd, a not-for-
profit charitable trust. 

The pool, kiosk and water feature opened from the end 
of May until Sunday 4 September 2011. For further 
information including opening times and admission 
prices please contact the pool direct on 01235 530678 
or Tisley Park on 01235 524524. 

The pool is offering free swimming to all under 16's on 
completion of an application form prior to admission. 
For more information please contact the site direct on 
01235 530678 or obtain an application form from the 
pool or kiosk in Abbey Meadows. 

Waste Collections: 

Congratulations to all residents of Harwell who strongly 
support the Vale's recycling scheme.  In April the Vale 
reached an all time high of almost 75% recyclable 
waste.  May's figures returned an excellent score of just 
more than 70%. 

Applications for brown bins for garden waste are being 
received throughout the Vale at the rate of more than 50 
per week.  On behalf of the Vale, Reg Waite apologises 
that delays in the delivery of these bins affected a 
number of residents in Harwell. 

Some residents have asked if they could have a smaller 
brown bin. Unfortunately this is not possible, but it is in 
order for two or more dwellings to share a brown bin. 
However, it can only be registered in one name and the 
sharing of the cost is left to the residents involved. 

New website for the Vale: 

The Vale has launched a new look Vale website. 

As well as including all the best features from its 
current site, there is a less cluttered homepage. The site 
also has a brand new navigation structure to help 
visitors reach the service or information you're looking 
for as quickly and easily as possible. 

Please note, if you have bookmarked or added Vale 
website pages to your favourites in your browser, you 
may need to re-add them after the launch as the 
navigation will have changed. 

Reporting things to the appropriate body: 

FixMyStreet is a site to help people report, view, or 
discuss local problems they've found to their local 
council by simply locating them on a map. It was 
launched in early February 2007. 

FixMyStreet is primarily for reporting things which are 
broken or dirty or damaged or dumped, and need fixing, 
cleaning or clearing, such as: abandoned vehicles, dog 
fouling,  flyposting or graffiti, flytipping or litter, 
streetcleaning, such as broken glass in a cycle lane, unlit 
lampposts, and  potholes.  

The problems are then reported direct to the appropriate 
local authority for action and Reg Waite will be kept 
informed of all incidents arising in Harwell. 

You will need to contact your council directly for 
problems such as: anti-social behaviour, any urgent or 
emergency problems, noise pollution, barking dogs, 
fires and smoke/smell pollution, missing wheelie bins 
or recycling boxes or missed rubbish collections, 
proposals for speed bumps/CCTV/pedestrian 
crossings/new road layouts/ etc., complaining about 
your neighbours, complaining about the council, joy 
riding, drug taking, animal cruelty, or other criminal 
activity. 

Bridge in Wallingford 

Wallingford Bridge courses will start for the year 2011-
12 on Tuesday 4th October. 

Beginning Bridge: Tutor Francis Glassborow. This 
course is for those who have never played Bridge before 
or have not played for several years. 

Continuing Bridge: Tutor Gillian Weatherley. This is a 
practical course aimed at those who have completed a 
'Beginning Bridge' course or who have played some 
bridge and have a basic knowledge. 

Each of the courses is duplicated so that you can choose 
either to attend in the morning (10.30 – 12.30) or the 
evening (7.30 – 9.30). in general we are happy to 
accommodate people who sometimes attend the 
morning session and sometimes the evening one. 

The lessons take place at Roke and Berrick Salome 
Village Hall. For more information, contact: 

By email: WallingfordBridgeCourses@yahoo.co.uk 
(preferred), by telephone: Gillian Weatherley 
(Continuing Bridge) on 07521 629304, Francis 
Glassborow (Beginning Bridge) on 01865 717797 

You may also find useful information on our website: 
http://www.bridgewebs.com/wallingford/ 
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 HARWELL WI  

I obviously spoke too soon about the weather and 
summer seems to have departed and the coolness seems 
more like Autumn.  However, we at the WI are not 
downhearted and the interesting 'summer' programme 
continues. 
On 8th June Malcolm Nelson gave us another of his 
talks about his life in Customs & Excise, entitled 
'Anything to Declare Pt.2, 40 years catching 
Smugglers'.  He did not disappoint and was just as 
entertaining as on his previous visit, this time bringing 
with him some fascinating photos of various hiding 
places used by smugglers.  Probably the most strange 
was drugs sewn into bananas! 
On 13th June there was a visit to The Houses of 
Parliament and Big Ben.  This was very much enjoyed 
by all and some members even ventured to climb the 
steps up to the great clock, Big Ben. 
 On Saturday 25 June our annual Coffee Morning met 
with fairly dreary weather but we were not deterred. 
The event was NOT moved to the Village Hall and was 
held in the lovely gardens of Pat & Norman Staples at 
Pear Tree Barn. There were cakes and scones, a raffle 
and, as usual, the 'Bring & Buy' stall brought a wide 
selection of goodies.  During the afternoon, members 
supported the School Fete and operated 'The Human 
Fruit Machine' which is always great fun. 
On 6th July we did 'The Gossips Tour of Oxford' with 
our favourite guide, Rob. On 13 July the renowned local 
jam and pickle maker, Jeanette Howse, came to beat the 
WI at it's own game.  Apart from tips about jamming 
and pickling, Jeanette told us how she started making 
jam as a child and has continued with a vengeance ever 
since; she brought a selection for us to try and buy. 
In August we don't have a formal evening meeting but 
on 11th August there will be a walk with Tea at Benson. 
Those interested should meet at the Village Hall at 1pm. 
Further information from Penny, details below. 
On September 14th, 'Calendar Girls' cameraman Ashley 
Rowe gives us a taste of 'Behind the Lens' on the 
original film set. Also on 19 September we are doing 
our usual 5 mile walk, this year  around Rotherfield 
Greys, with a pub lunch. 
Come and see for yourself. Find out at first hand the 
many interesting speakers, visits and outings we have to 
offer.  Visitors are always welcome.  Meetings are on 
the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall.   For more information about joining us or 
about any of the above activities, contact our Secretary, 
Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430.   

email: penny@digitalsafaris.com. 

Harwell Bowls Club 
The Harwell Bowls Club out door summer season has 
reached halfway with some very good results. Our 
summer programme covers a range of games 
incorporating; 2 County Leagues for men, a Lady's 
League and mixed rinks of non-County 
League/Friendlies. 

The Tuesday evening men's County Kennet League is 
proving to be one of our best starts for a long time. We 
are vying for top spot with 3 other teams.  

The Thursday afternoon County Kennet League X (for 
the over 6o's) has been going well considering we were 
promoted last year and won the League 3 Competition 
Cup. We are in the middle of the table but with only 14 
points separating the top and bottom teams and with10 
points at stake for a win, there is everything to play for. 

We have had a wonderful start to the Manchester Unity  
League sitting at the top part of the table vying for lead 
against 4 other clubs. This is a 5 rink mixed competition 
and it is one of the best starts we’ve had in this league. 

The Ladies have their game on Thursday evening in 
The Ladies Ridgeway League. They are having mixed 
results with wins and losses. It is early days and they 
have everything to play for. 

If any youngsters aged between 10 ½ and 18 who like 
to have go at Bowling, then they can come along to 
Robert Evans clinic on Wednesday evening between 
6.30 and 7.30. Have a go and learn the art of Bowling. 

During the season, there are Club Competitions of 
various formats with trophies for the winners and their 
names being put on the honours board. 
 
 

 
 

Harwell Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5 

weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990 
Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778661548 
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment are also welcome. 

Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning, 
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 
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The Village Tea Room  
  
We have been open for just over the year now and 
our guests have increased in numbers with new 
people dropping in.  I would just like to add a 
couple of reviews that we recently received: 
" We always enjoy our visits to the Poppy Tea 
Room, it's a good place top catch up with village 
news, not to mention the carrot cake/cheese 
scones and other varieties, like many men I have a 
sweet tooth and it's good that Harwell has it's own 
village tea-room selling home made produce at 
knock down prices"  F & C 
" We really enjoy the cakes and the table top quiz" 
The S family and friends 
"We enjoy the wide selection of cakes and scones" 
from the ladies who lunch! 
"We particularly liked the strawberry meringues 
which we had during Wimbledon week"  MH 
If you would like to pop in and have a cup of 
tea/coffee and a slice of cake, please feel free, we 
open at 2pm every other Tuesday - future dates for 
your diary:- July 26th, 9th August, 23rd August, 
13th September and every other Tuesday 
onwards. 

Typical Menu  
  

Unlimited Tea/Coffee 
Flavoured Teas 

Cold drinks for the children 
Carrot Cake 

Lemon Drizzle Cake 
Toasted Tea Cakes 

Sweet scones with butter and jam 
Cheese scones with butter 

Fruit Cake 
Ginger and Lemon Cake 

Chocolate cake 
etc. etc. 

We try to vary our selection every time 
 

all for only £1.50 
 
 

                         Calling all singers 
St. Birinus School - 75 years old 

Didcot Festival Chorus is recruiting singers for its 
annual autumn concert with the St Birinus School 
Choir. St Birinus School is 75 years old this year and to 
celebrate, they are going to perform Carl Orff''s 
Carmina Burana. The other works in the concert will 
follow a Last Night of the Proms theme. As usual, the 
singers will be accompanied by the Oxford Symphony 
Orchestra.  

The performance is on Saturday 19th November at 
7.30pm in Didcot Leisure Centre. There are eight 
rehearsals for the concert on Wednesday evenings in the 
Performing Arts Centre at St Birinus School from 8.00 
to 9.30 pm, starting on September 7th. If anyone has 
sung the piece before with the choir they may attend 
fewer rehearsals if the number of rehearsals dates is a 
deciding factor. Everyone must attend the rehearsal on 
the Saturday afternoon of the concert.  

Further details are available from Mr A W Walker, St 
Birinus School, Mereland Road, Didcot OX11 8AZ. 
Phone 01235 814444 or  

email: aww@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cherborne Gallery 

& Pictures Framing Service 

www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk 

Artist and Framer with 25 years 
experience offers a visiting service 

 in your home.  
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell. 

Services include Tapestry Stretching, 
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning 

And Renovation,  

Football Shirts & Memorabilia, 

Coins & Trophies 

Please ring mobile number, allow to ring 
twice, and I will call you back ASAP 

No order paid for unless entirely satisfied 

Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992 

Abingdon Blinds & 

Curtains 
• Home & Office Visits 
• Expert Advice, Measuring & 

Fitting 
• 20 Years Experience 
• Local Company 
• Custom Made Curtains 
• Every Type of Blind. 

• Excellent Quality – Great Service 

Call 01865 391881 
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Harwell Gardeners' Club 
Mon 1st August - Evening Trip to visit a Mediterranean 
garden in Headington. Visitors welcome. Please contact 
Ruth Alexander on 835358 for further details. 

Mon 5th September A talk by Waterside Nursery 
entitled 'Wildlife In Your Pond'. 
Competition - A photo of wildlife in your garden. 7.30 
p.m. in the Village Hall. 

Sat 17th September Village Produce Show. 
This year it is to be held in Harwell School. This show 
is open to all. Schedules are now available from Bobs.  

Visitors are always welcome to this friendly club. We 
will meet through the winter months on the 1st Monday 
of the month in the Village Hall. You don't need to be 
an expert gardener; we are all still learning ourselves! 
 

Who Remembers Rowstock Police Houses? 
Your help is needed! 

We moved into the old police houses in Rowstock a 
year ago and would love it if there was anyone local 
who could tell us some stories, memories or even if 
anyone has any old photos? 

So far we have contacted the Thames Valley Police 
Museum which has sent us copies of the only two 
photos of the house (now The Minstrels & Carousel) 
that they have on record. 

They advised us that everything else had been destroyed 
as we are talking from between 1935, when the houses 
were built, and 1976, when the police houses were 
boarded up. Please contact Emma & Alex at 
emma.purton@yahoo.com or 01235 834657 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tag Rugby in Didcot 

Last year Didcot Rugby Club started a new Tag Rugby 
squad for primary school age children. The first season 
was a great success with friendly matches, BBQ Fun 
Days and even a training session with England Rugby 
Legend Bill Beaumont!  
The club will be start training again in September 2011 
and offers a warm welcome to any children who wants 
to come and have a go! TAG Rugby is a fun, fast paced, 
non-contact version of rugby. It is played by boys and 
girls in mixed teams, in a variety of age categories. It’s 
safe to play, easy to learn and great fun!  

The squad is divided into three age groups that children 
can join; primary school year 1 (called U6), year 2 
(called U7) and year 3 (called U8). No experience or 
knowledge of rugby is required and all equipment and 
resources are provided by the Club including 
experienced, qualified rugby coaches. (TAG Team 
coaches are qualified at RFU Level 1 and have been 
CRB checked).  

For more information about the Tag squad, the Tag 
training sessions and the Rugby Club in general just 
visit the Didcot Rugby Club website: 
http://www.didcotrufc.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the garden of your dreams – 
consult a professional 

 

MARY ANN LE MAY 
GARDEN DESIGNS 

 
Blissetts  West Hagbourne  Oxfordshire OX11 0ND 

Tel: 01235 850523  Fax: 01235 851153 

 
 

 
 

2, Honey Lane, Cholsey OX10 9NP 
Tel: 01491 651356 Fax: 01491 652470 
Email: sales@wheelers-electrical.co.uk 
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August 3rd & 4th Wildlife Warriors 
See if you can complete our tasks and challenges. 
Explore and discover the sights, sounds and smells of 
our nature reserve. Fun activities to get the whole 
family excited about nature. Picnics welcome. 
 
August 10th and 11th Animal Olympics 
Get warmed up for a day of animal athletics! Can you 
jump as high as a grasshopper or lift as much as a dung 
beetle? Fun activities to get the whole family excited 
about nature.  
 
August 14th 10am-4pm Grow Wild in your garden 
Are you interested in learning more about wildlife 
gardening? Come and see our beautiful garden and 
discover simple ways you can help wildlife in your own 
backyard. There will be talks and information for adult 
visitors as well as activities for children. 
 
August 17th and 18th Wild about Dinosaurs 
Come and meet Dennis our friendly dinosaur, go 
hunting for dinosaur eggs and make your own dinosaur 
footprint to take home. Learn more about their distant 
relatives who live on the reserve today. Activities to get 
the whole family excited about nature. 
 
August 24th and 25th Wildlife Treasure Hunt 
Solve puzzles and find clues to discover the hidden 
treasure. Activities to get the whole family excited 
about nature. 
 
August 31st and Sept. 1st Busy Bees 
Fly your way around the reserve to learn more about 
fantastic buzzy bees. Activities to get the whole family 
excited about nature.  
 
All activities open 10am to 4pm, and take about 2 
hours. Just drop in, no need to book. Suggested 
donation £3/child. Picnics welcome. No dogs please. 
 

We are situated at the east end of Milton Park OX14 
4TE. Contact: Katie Fenton 01235 862024 

katiefenton@bbowt.org.uk  
 

 
 

 
 
Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports 
of Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are 
not those of the Parish Council. Items for the October 
issue should be supplied by Sept 20th, and are preferred 
as plain doc, not docx or pub, email news@ 
harwellparish.co.uk Distribution is organised by Mrs. 
Pat Staples, tel. 01235 833660. Advertising queries to 
the Clerk – see page 2, 
Martin Ricketts, editor. 
 

Sutton Courtenay 

 Environmental Education 

Centre Events 


