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Parish Council News 

Extraordinary meeting in August 

The main item of business was to agree on the terms of 
reference for the Playground Committee. Mrs 
Greatbanks was present as Chairman of the Playground 
Committee and reported that Committee members had 
visited other local play areas, and had surveyed needs in 
the village by consulting with user organizations. They 
had reviewed many brochures, and had had site visits 
from four firms, which had submitted reports and 
estimates. The committee had also had valuable advice 
from the Oxford Playing Fields Association. 

They have applied for two smaller grants of £5k and 
£2k and are applying to WREN (Waste Recycling 
Environmental, the body giving grants from Landfill 
Tax) for a grant of £50k and to the  VWHDC for a 
community grant of £5k. After discussion and making 
amendments, the Council agreed to the terms of 
reference for the Playground Committee. 

September Meeting 

Under the Open Forum at the start of the meeting, 
representatives of the developers of phase 2a of Great 
Western Park, gave a presentation on their plans; their 
development at the north is within Didcot parish.  

Then Paul Lilley and James Bradley of Harwell & 
Hendred Youth FC explained the need for new goals, 
which the club is to purchase, and for secure storage. 
Because of the size of the goals, they considered that a 
large storage container would be required. It was 
pointed out that as well as the Parish Council’s 
permission a large container would almost certainly 
need planning permission. There was discussion as to 
whether it could be adjacent to the existing Rec. 
facilities and a trolley used to move them, and whether 
a smaller container could be obtained. They agreed to 
review their requirement; the matter was discussed later 
under Lands items. There was also discussion of use of 
the various pitches. 

Then, in the meeting proper, under matters arising, there 
was discussion of the County Council’s offer of a tonne 
of salt to be kept in the village for emergency use. 
Opinion wasn’t clearly in favour, because of both the 
need to find storage, and the question of who if anyone 
would be responsible for its use, and where. The Clerk 
will make enquiries. Also, following an earlier decision 
to put the first six Parish Council Minute books 
covering 1894 to 1979 in the Berkshire Record Office 
for safe keeping, Martin Ricketts reported that he had 
deposited them there. 

After planning matters, which are summarised on page 
2, came financial items. The Clerk reported on progress 
with the audit for 2010-11. Then Mr Stuart Davison 
presented the draft Donations Policy, which he had 
prepared. After some discussion it was agreed that, with 
some changes, it should be brought forward for 
approval at the October meeting. 

Under matters related to Council-owned lands, there 
were items relating to allotments, the Cemetery, and 
chiefly the Recreation Ground. On the matter of storage 
for goal posts, the resolution approved requires it to be 
either adjacent to the tractor shed or close to the 
Pavilion, and subject to the Council’s agreement about 
size, suitability and exact location. 

Concerning the tractor shed, it was agreed to seek 
quotes for extending or relocating it away from the play 
area, and the grounds staff will repair the rotten wood in 
the war memorial garden before Remembrance Sunday. 

On the Play Area renovation, Mrs Beswick proposed 
that the Council make a grant to the Play Area project 
of £5,000, to cover the Third Party Funding 
requirement, if needed, or as a direct grant to the 
project, on the understanding that the WREN grant is 
received. Mrs Beswick also proposed that the Council 
operates a maintenance agreement for any new 
equipment installed in the play area; this would be 
required by the main funding body. Both resolutions 
were seconded by Ms Greenfield; and carried 
unanimously. It was also agreed that the newly-formed 
Play Area Committee may employ a project manager to 
oversee any work on the play area, and that any Council 
donation made to the Play Area project may be used in 
part to pay the project manager's fees.  

The WI request to plant 90 daffodil bulbs in an area of 
the Recreation Ground to celebrate its 90th birthday was 
approved, subject to confirmation of the location. 

It was reported that there had been discussion with the 
County Council regarding a bus stop where Tyrrells 
Close joins Wantage Road, a hard-standing in Didcot 
Road, and new bus shelters at Rowstock. If OCC were 
prepared to fund new shelters at Rowstock, it would be 
subject to the Parish Council agreeing to assume 
responsibility for their maintenance. A draft agreement 
on this is being considered by the Council’s Solicitors, 
and subject to their approval of the document, the 
meeting agreed that the Council should enter such an 
agreement with OCC. 

The youth group, Our Street Corner, has volunteered to 
clean the war memorial, and permission was given. 

Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available 
on the web. The next meetings of the Parish Council are 
on Tuesdays 11th October and 8th November. Items for 
the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor 
one week before the meeting. Contact her on 01235 
820006 where messages can be left, email 
clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, or by post to P.O. Box 223 
Wantage OX12 2DH. Office hours, in the Pavilion, are 
9am to 5pm Mondays. To contact Councillors, see the 
appropriate page at www.harwellparish.co.uk 

Little Pippins Open Day - see our new 
building Saturday 8th Oct 10 am to 2pm 

more on page 5
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Planning Matters 

Since the Vale WHDC has changed the online system 
for viewing applications, individual applications are 
now found using the standard number, rather than one 
beginning HAR, so these numbers will be used here in 
future. Applications within the Harwell Campus are not 
usually listed here; Great Western Park applications will 
be included where relevant to the Parish. 

Permissions: 
HAR/10675/7-LB  Single width doorway opening to 
gable end wall of main house at Fairlawn, Church Lane 
HAR/21598  Single storey side extension at 14 Nrth Dr 
HAR/10675/6-LB  Conservatory between dwelling 
house and attached garage at Fairlawn, Church Lane 
11/01084/FUL  Demolition of existing outbuildings & 
garage, erection of single storey rear extensions at first 
floor level at The Crispin, Burr Street 

Applications:  
Due to the August break and the limited consultation 
period, most of the following were looked at by 
Councillors individually and any comments forwarded 
to the Clerk, so were not discussed at the September 
meeting. 
P11/W0667/DIS   Amendments to District 
Neighbourhood Framework Plan & Northern Parks 
Local Area Brief re Mixed Use urban extension at Great 
Western Park. 

11/01409/FUL & 11/01410/LBC  Various extensions at 
Leigh House, High Street (now withdrawn). 
11/01549/FUL  4-bedroomed detached chalet bungalow 
with parking & vehicle access from B4493 at Rose 
Dene, Didcot Road. 
11/01581/FUL  Outbuilding at Meadow House, 
Reading Road 
11/01630/FUL  Demolish existing garage and replace 
with new double garage including playroom & store at 
Cleave Cottage, The Cleave 
11/01664/FUL  Amendment to previously approved 
Permission 11/00256/FUL for erection of single storey 
rear extension conversion of existing kitchen to study & 
conversion of existing garage to bedroom at 5 The 
Cleave. 
Planning Committee members asked that neighbours' 
comments are borne in mind by Planners when the 
above applications are considered. 

11/01517/FUL  Proposed dropped kerb & 01522/FUL  
Erection of detached dwelling with oak framed garage 
(amendment to 10/01852/FUL) adjacent to Droke, 
Wantage Rd 
Planning Committee members asked that neighbours' 
comments and Highways concerns are borne in mind by 
Planners when the above 2 applications are considered. 

11/01455/ADV & 11/01456/LBC  Removal of signage, 
erection of new signs & name boards at The White 
Hart, High Street, for Greene King plc 
Planning Committee members asked that neighbours' 
concerns are borne in mind by Planners, and noted that 
the signage indicates that a change in licensed hours is 
to take place. 
11/01903/FUL & 11/01904/LBC Demolish remainder 
of partially collapsed Listed building & store in front 

garden. Reconstruct with 2 storey extensions at rear, at 
Thatched Cottage, Reading Road. 
The Council asked that neighbours' comments are given 
careful consideration by Planners, and that particular 
care is taken that former partition walls are made safe. 
If possible, a time limit should be imposed so that any 
Permission given does not provide an excuse for 
inactivity. 
11/01808/FUL  Proposed solar panels on south facing 
roof of existing outbuilding with extension at Walnut 
Tree Cottage, Barrow Lane. 
The Council asked that neighbours' comments are borne 
in mind by Planners. Mr Marsh, Mrs Beswick and Ms 
Greenfield declared an interest and took no part in the 
discussion. 

Notice of Appeal: 
HAR/5456/2  Erection of 2-bed bungalow at rear of 
Yewsley, Didcot Road. 

To view an application Starting from the parish 
website, under links click on Local Government then 
VoWH. Under their Services & advice select view 
applications then current applications. There are then 
several methods of searching; if you choose by 
reference then select 11 for this year, you get a list of all 
the numbers from which to select. 
 

Ed Vaizey local surgery dates 

October 21st  Wantage, Civic Hall. 

November 11th  Didcot, King Alfred Drive Com Centre 

November 18th Wallingford, Town Hall. 

December 9th Wantage, Civic Hall 

All Surgeries are held between 5:30 and 7pm. There is 
no need to make an appointment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE  
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine  

and new English oak 

Building Services, extensions, windows, doors, 
carpentry and joinery 

www.fox-wood.co.uk tel: 01235 835553 
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk 
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Are you a parent or carer for a baby or toddler, or even 
a mum-to -be? Come along to Harwell Fun Club and 
you can make new friends. 
We meet each Tuesday (term time) at the village hall 
between 9.30am and 11.30am. 
We have a wide range of toys for all ages and a weekly 
craft activity. There is a dedicated baby area and we 
often finish the session with some singing. 
The cost is £1.50 per family and includes a snack and a 
drink for the children and adults; your first session is 
free. 
In November we have photographer Liz May at Fun 
Club so come and get your little ones photographed in 
time for Christmas - for details see our Facebook page 
or come along in October! 
For more information please contact Alison Fautley on 
01235 221052 

Nearly New Sale 

Harwell Fun Club’s Baby and Toddler Nearly New Sale 
is on Saturday 19 November 2011 at Harwell Village 
Hall, 10am - 12 noon. Items on sale include toys, 
equipment, clothes, books plus lots, lots more. Entry by 
donation. We look forward to seeing you there. 

If you wish to sell or volunteer please contact us at 
harwellnns@hotmail.co.uk 

Police Surgeries are held in the Village Hall. The next 
are:     Saturday 8th October 11am – 12 noon 

Saturday 26th November 11am – 12 noon 

 

985- 1985 Village of a Thousand Years 

Do you remember 1985? That was the year we 
celebrated our village charter. Various celebrations 
were held between May and July, beginning with the 
Feast, exhibitions, a choral evening, art & craft 
exhibition, a flypast of veteran aircraft, a flower 
festival, a Pageant of the history of the village with a 
cast of 300 held in the rectory gardens and culminating 
in the renewal of our village charter! The two tapestries 
in St Matthews's church were made by volunteers 
during the year. A busy few months, but why am I 
telling you this?  

The playground on the recreation ground was built in 
1986, from funds raised during these celebrations and 
now, 25 years later we feel it needs a revamp. At the 
time, it was built by a party of volunteers with some 
help from Community services. The mounds and the 
tunnels, which are the most exciting feature of the play 
area, came from the development of Manor Green. The 
wooden structures were built from timber from 
Blenheim sawmills. The swings and seesaw (now 
removed) came from the original playground. In the 
following years some safety surfaces have been added 
and a 'burma bridge', which sadly was vandalised less 
than 18 months after installation! All in all the 
playground has lasted very well, but times change and I 
am sure you will have noticed that playgrounds in our 
area have had facelifts and new exciting equipment 
installed.  

Youngsters from Our Street Corner youth club first 
began a petition to save the playground and went to a 
Parish Council meeting to ask for support from the 
councillors. This was given and they started raising 
money towards new equipment. They need your 
support, so do look out for their next fundraising 
activity, a car wash at the village hall on October 8th 
from 1pm to 4pm.  We are planning to hold a 
consultation meeting on that afternoon so that you can 
see for yourselves what we are planning and bring along 
any suggestions you might have. Refreshments will be 
on sale. The youth club now has its own website, where 
you can see more photos and their progress with 
fundraising, you might perhaps make a donation 
yourselves! Find them at: 
www.localgiving.org/ourstreetcorner  

You may remember reading a note in the last two 
editions of the Harwell News asking for volunteers to 
form a working committee. This was successful and we 
have an active group of villagers involved with the 
planning and the design. We are busy applying for 
grants to cover the cost of new equipment and talking to 
as many users of the playground as we can. 

We will try to keep you informed of our progress, via 
the Parish website and add photos when there is any 
progress to report. Sue Greatbanks,  

Voluntary youth worker for Our Street Corner and 
Chair of Playground refurbishment committee. 

Harwell News, May & November 1985 editions can be 
found on the Parish Council website and give some 
amazing insights into the 1000 year celebrations -

www.harwellparish.co.uk/archives 



Harwell News 170 Page 4 October 2011 
 

HARWELL WI 

It is obviously all downhill to Christmas now and the 
weather is decidedly Autumnal. However, we are really 
optimistic in Harwell as we have a fabulous range of 
events to perk up those dreary evenings!  
In August we didn’t have a formal evening meeting but 
members visited the ‘Horrockses Dresses’ exhibition at 
Basildon House. We also participated at The Village 
Fete with ‘The Human Fruit Machine’.  The money 
raised from this will be used to pay for the engraving on 
the cup for 1st prize for the Harwell Feast Float.  
Members also contributed cakes for the Youth Club and 
Didcot Hospital Fete. 
On 14 September, ‘Photos of Namibia’ was a 
wonderful insight of the country and it’s wildlife by our 
own village celebrity, David Marsh.  On the 19 
September several members did a 5 mile walk around 
Rotherfield Greys, with a pub lunch. The weather was 
great and it wasn’t too muddy under foot. 
The Group Meeting is being organised this year by 
Didcot WI and will held in the newly re-furbished 
Didcot Civic Hall.  It is on Monday 03 October and 
they have Susie Barwick with ‘Sugar & Spice’ Flower 
Arranging.  On 08 October there will be a Cake Stall 
outside Bob The Butcher’s shop.  All comers welcome, 
this is not just for WI members.  On 12 October Anita 
Pepper ‘Explains Paintings’.  She will be looking at 
‘Hunt in the Forest’ by Paolo Uccello through the 
Artist’s eyes and this will then be followed by a visit to 
The Ashmoleum on Tuesday 08 November to see the 
original painting. 
On 09 November one of our member’s husbands, 
Darren Bowyer, tells us about his tour of duty in 
‘Afghanistan’.  Husbands and Partners are also 
welcome to come to this evening as I am sure they will 
find it very interesting and enjoyable. On 22 November 
they is an opportunity to join a group visit to The 
Birmingham Christmas Market. 
The Christmas Songs at Oxford Town Hall will take 
place on Monday 05 December.  This is always a 
popular event.  Our Christmas Party is on 14 December 
and this year there will be festive food and a magician. 
Come and see for yourself. Find out at first hand the 
many interesting speakers, visits and outings we have to 
offer.  Visitors are always welcome.  Meetings are on 
the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall.   If you join us in October you will benefit 
from the special offer of getting 15 months membership 
for the price of 12 [just like Tesco!] For more 
information about joining us or about any of the above 
activities, contact our Secretary, Penny Marsh, on 
01235 835430.  email: penny@digitalsafaris.com. 

 

 
 
 

 

For the garden of your dreams – 
consult a professional 

 

MARY ANN LE MAY 
GARDEN DESIGNS 

 
Blissetts  West Hagbourne  Oxfordshire OX11 0ND 

Tel: 01235 850523  Fax: 01235 851153 
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Our new building is almost double the size of our old one, with new 
facilities throughout. The large open play area has doors onto a 
covered veranda which then leads seamlessly into a large outdoor 
play area. This area is still being developed, however, there will be a 
musical arch, a wildlife area and a sand pit plus many other features.   

Our aim is to provide a safe and happy environment for every child in 
which they can learn to extend their skills, knowledge and 
understanding at their own pace. We follow the Early Years 
Foundation Stage curriculum to prepare the children for school.  The 
activities are planned by staff taking into consideration requests from 
the children and ideas formed from the children’s play and interests.  
We aim to play outdoors on the veranda or in the garden every day 
and often enjoy short walks or visits around the village. 

We do currently have some places available. Little Pippins offers 
morning, and afternoon, sessions as well as Breakfast Club and we 
have links with Harwell After School club. Children can start from age 
2½ unaccompanied and Early Years funding is available from the 
term after they turn 3 for 15 hours a week.  Fees for non-funded 
children or additional sessions are £9.00 per session. 

If you are a prospective parent and would like more information or to 
have a look round, please contact us on 01235 821741, email 
littlepippins@btinternet.com, or visit our website www.littlepippins.org.uk 
 

Little Pippins Pre-School 

We have now moved into our fantastic 
new building and will be holding a Grand 
Opening ceremony and Open Day on 
Saturday 8th October, see the poster 
alongside for details. 

 
 
The Produce Show is mainly over the 
page but here’s Debbie Davies' prize-
winning display on the theme of 
Brideshead revisited: 

 
 
More pictures on page 8, but here’s 
eight year old Caitlin Mobey who 
opened the fête with glamour and 
confidence: 

 

 

The proposed 
signage for the 
refurbished White 
Hart has been 
submitted to the 
Vale WHDC for 
planning approval.  
The High St view 
from the south is 
shown on the left. 
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31st Harwell Village Produce 
Show 

On Sat 17th September the 31st 
Annual Village Produce Show was 
held in the school. Firstly, The 
Gardeners' Club would like to 
thank the school for being such 
wonderful hosts to us. It was 
especially nice to see so many 
children attending the event. 
Hopefully some of them( and their 
parents) will feel like growing 
some fruit, flowers & veg or 
making a cake, quiche or cupcake 
and enter the show next year. 

Many Thanks to the entrants for 
this year. As always our regulars 
do us proud with super large veg, 
stunning flower arrangements and 
fruit cakes to make your mouth 
water. Mildly competitive in a 
friendly way we all stood around to 
see who had claimed the trophies 
this year. The details follow. 

 

Veg talk - Mike Kerswell and Alwyn 
Evans - they should know! 

Harwell Produce Show Shield - 
most points in all Classes: 

1st Mike Kerswell 
2nd   Di Baker 
3rd Carolyn Tyler 

The David Dewey Memorial 
Shield - member of Gardeners Club 
with most points in all Classes: 

1st Mike Kerswell  
2nd Di Baker 
3rd Joy Gee 

The Harwell Rose Bowl - most 
points in Horticultural Classes: 

1st Alwyn Evans 
2nd Mike Kerswell 
3rd Sue Quinton 

Wendy Sinclair with her trophies 
for best fruit and photographs: 

 

The Chairman's Trophy - most 
points in Flower Classes: 

1st Alwyn Evans  
2nd Joy Gee 
3rd Di Baker 

The Rowstock Orchard Trophy - 
most points in Fruit Classes: 

1st Wendy Sinclair  
2nd Carolyn Tyler 
3rd Ted Ireson 

The Floral Art trophy - most points 
in Floral Art: 

1st Debbie Davies 
2nd Ruth Stringer 
3rd Sylvia Rainey  

Sue Greatbanks – the Novice’s Trophy: 

 

The Novices Trophy – Novice with 
most points in all classes: 

1st Sue Greatbanks 

2nd Miss Spackman 
3rd Paul Parlett  

The Vegetable Trophy - most 
points in Vegetable Classes: 

1st Mike Kerswell 
2nd Alwyn Evans  
3rd Sue Quinton 

The Domestic Cup - most points 
in Domestic Classes: 

1st Di Baker 

2nd=  Sue Greatbanks, Kath Lay, 
Fiona Pinhol & Sue Quinton 

Young Persons Challenge Cup - 
under 15 with most points: 

1st Jamie Cockburn 

2nd        Polly-Mirren Cockburn 

3rd  Abigail Pickles 

The Handicraft Trophy - most 
points in Handicraft Classes: 

1st Val Winston 
2nd Joyce Doughty 
3rd Little Pippins 

 

Jamie Cockburn with the Young 
Persons Challenge Cup 

The Laurie Chumbley 
Photographic Trophy - most 
points in Photographic Classes:  

1st Wendy Sinclair 

2nd Mark Pickles 

3rd Di Baker 

The Mary Turner Salver - the WI 
member with most points: 

1st Di Baker  

2nd Joyce Doughty 

3rd Sue Greatbanks 

The Norman Ponting Trophy -
most entries: 

1st Alwyn Evans 
2nd Mike Kerswell 
3rd Di Baker 
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Vegetable collection in a trug: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw the Head Teacher: 

 

Flower Power: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elmer the elephant by the 6 year-olds: 

 

Harwell School Results 

The Gardeners' Club were very 
impressed with the quality of the 
artwork from the children of Harwell 
School and would like to thank their 
teachers for displaying the children's 
work so beautifully for us.  

The results are as follows: - 

Age 4 & 5 A Sparkly Picture  
1st  Lewis Parlett 
2nd Charley Smith 
3rd  James Pike 

Age 4 & 5 A Marble Painting 
1st  Lewis Parlett 
2nd  Mario Acevedo 
3rd  Archie Tumball 

Age 4 & 5  A Magic Wand 
1st  Leora-Mae Marshall 
2nd  Lucy Waters 
3rd  Sammy Walker 
Highly Commended  
Harvey Coulson-Phillips & 
Madeleine Cattell 
 
Age 6 & 7 Elmer The Elephant 
1st  Jolene Gachui 
2nd  Carys Sharp 
3rd  Tamsin Johnson 

Age 8 & 9 Paint a Picture Of Your 
Headteacher 
1st  Florence Patto 
2nd  Juliet Hartley 
3rd  Hannah Greenough 

Age 8 & 9 
A Hand Made Birthday Card 
1st  Safia Khimji 
2nd  Michael Shorter 
3rd  Harry Moreton 

 

Age 10 & 11 A Still Life Painting 
1st  Samantha Day 
2nd  Alysia Pearman 
3rd  Emily Barnett 

Age 10 & 11 A Treasure Box 
1st Ben Ireson, Sonny Radford & 
Matthew Fostekew- Lucas 
2nd  Matthew Day 
3rd  Kieran Hall 

Classes for Any Age: 
A Miniature Garden 
1st  Josefina Santanda 
2nd Maia Hawkins 

An Item Made From Clay 
1st Millie Godfrey 
2nd  Daisy Patto 
3rd  James Talbot 

 Children's Art  The Seaside 
1st  Heather Fishburn 
2nd  Beatriz Poyton 
3rd  Christopher Brummitt 

Chidren's Art  The Countryside 
1st  Charlotte Hathaway 
2nd  Owen Pickles 
3rd  Olivia Grocutt 

Children's Art  Harwell Church 
1st  Polly-Mirren Cockburn 
 
Children Classes at Show 
Ages 4 & 5: 

A Sparkly Picture: 

1st  Lily Sadler  

2nd  Abigail Pickles 

3rd  Rowan Cockburn 

A Marble Painting: 

1st  Abigail Pickles 

2nd  Rowan Cockburn 

 

Ages 6 & 7: 

Elmer the Elephant (any 
interpretation): 

1st  Caitlin Mobey  

2nd  Jamie Cockburn  

3rd  Oliver Pickles 

A Papier Mache Fruit or Veg: 

1st  Rebecca Sadler  

2nd  Jamie Cockburn 

Ages 8 & 9: 

A Hand made Birthday Card: 

1st Owen Pickles 

Ages 10 & 11: 

A Still life Painting: 

1st  Jasmine Mobey  

2nd  Polly-Mirren Cockburn 

Decorate a Flower Pot: 

1st Polly-Mirren Cockburn  

A Treasure Box: 

1st  Polly-Mirren Cockburn 

2nd  Owen Pickles 

Any Age: 

Make a Miniature Garden: 

1st  Callum Cockburn 

2nd  Owen Pickles 

A Cupcake: 

1st  Hector Pinhol 

2nd  Jamie Cockburn  

3rd  Alistair Pickles 

An Animal made from fruit 
and/or vegetables: 

1st  Rowan Cockburn  

2nd  Rebecca Sadler 

3rd= Lily Sadler, Samuel 
Mobey & Owen Pickles 

An Item made from Clay: 

1st  Jamie Cockburn  

2nd  Samuel Mobey  

3rd  Alistair Pickles 

A Marrow with name grown in it  

1st  Abigail Pickles  

2nd Joseph ? 

3rd  Jamie Talbot 

Flowers grown in a seaside 
Bucket 

1st  Jamie Cockburn 

Children's Art 

Age 5-7 The Seaside: 

1st  Jamie Cockburn  

2nd  Oliver Pickles 

Age 8-9  The countryside: 

1st Alistair Pickles 
 
Di Baker with her trophies helped 
by husband Tony and 
grandchildren: 
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Harwell Feast Committee 

The Harwell Feast Committee needs a new chairman 
and at least 3 new committee members if it is to put on 
a Harwell Feast next year. I am taking a year off to 
pursue some travel opportunities and Jayne Newman is 
standing down after 15 years of sterling work on The 
Feast Committee. She must be particularly thanked for 
her management of the two gates on Harwell Feast Day. 
This leaves the Feast Committee very small in numbers. 

If anyone feels they could make a contribution to this 
event, which next year will fall on Monday 4th June due 
to the Bank Holiday moving to the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Holiday please do contact me on 01235 832802 
or come along to the AGM on Weds 12th October at 
8.00 p.m. in The R.B.L. I am happy to give the 
chairman my support and all information needed etc but 
I will be abroad at the time of the Feast itself. 

Janice Markey 

Harwell Village Fête 

This took place in August and was a lovely village get-
together with stalls and sideshows, wonderful cream 
teas, harmonious music from The Bagg's Tree Buskers 
and a chance to go to the top of the bell tower for a 
bird's eye view of the village. And all on the beautiful 
setting of the Rectory Lawn. So very English! A big 
thank you to all who helped to make this event such a 
success. 

The Harwell Feast Committee would like to apologise 
to all concerned for the advertising of the dove release 
which did not take place. 

The committee has decided to donate the £500 raised to 
the project to rebuild the Children's Adventure 
Playground on the Recreation Ground. 

Janice Markey 

 

Scenes from the Village Fête 

 
Members of Harwell W.I demonstrating the 
extraordinary skills of 'The Human Fruit Machine' 

 
The Baggs Tree Buskers’ music was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all 

 
Zara Zimmerman with members of The Harwell Young 
Singers who sang so beautifully 
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Harwell Arts & Crafts Group  

We have been so busy enjoying ourselves at the group 
that we have not given a report for a long while. So let's 
put things right now. We meet in Harwell Village Hall 
on a Thursday morning 9.30-12.30. 

The group has continued to grow with many new 
members and we are pleased to say that this now 
includes some members from the Home Farm Trust. 
During school holidays granddads and grandmas have 
brought along some of their grandchildren who are very 
keen craftspeople and love to chat with other members 
and have a go at new crafts. It is good to see everyone 
getting on so well and we are growing into quite a big 
happy family. Everyone takes an interest in what is 
going on around them and more and more of the group 
have felt at ease with demonstrating and have been 
active in helping others. 

A little welcome addition is celebrating everyone's 
birthday with a cake or something special in the food 
line and members finding they have too much fruit or 
vegetables growing in their gardens and bringing it in 
for others to take home if they wish. 

Because the group continues to grow we feel able to 
offer professional demonstrations in crafts that we do 
not usually have in the group. In September we had a 
Corn Dolly workshop with Kate Beswick and members 
made the Action Breast Cancer symbol. Kate waived 
expenses so as a thank you to her the Group have 
donated £40 to her charity ABC.  

Proud of their Corn Dollies L – R Maureen Davies, Audrey Poffley, 
Gwen Froud, Maureen Miller Back  Kate Beswick, Joy Doherty: 

 

October sees the introduction of a demonstration using 
Precious Metal Clay. So far for 2012 we have booked a 
workshop on Canal Boat Art (members will have a go if 
they wish), and a demonstration using a Scroll Saw to 
make attractive gifts. All these are open to non-
members. 

November 20th 2011 sees the return of our popular 
Exhibition and Craft Fair and members are working 
hard to make sure there is a good variety of gifts to buy 
so please come along and support us again. 

We are a friendly bunch of likeminded people who 
enjoy a variety of crafts and hobbies and like to 
exchange ideas, give advice and in some cases teach 
others the basics of a craft new to them. 

We would like to offer an invitation for others to pop in 
and see what we do, have a cup of tea and a biscuit and 
hopefully come and join us with their hobby. There is 
no annual membership just a weekly fee of £2 and come 
when you like. The group is open to men (don't be shy) 
and women of all age groups. 

As a self help group and that includes making your own 
tea/coffee when and as often as you like we find that 
everyone are always willing to help each other. 

Life is hectic these days and we know that some people 
find it difficult to set aside time for their hobbies (if it's 
not in the diary then it can't be done), or some do not 
like doing it on their own or simply just do not have 
anywhere to do them so this is the group for you to join. 
We currently have the following activities, woodwork, 
upholstery, mosaic, card making, scrapbooking, 
knitting, crochet, various embroideries, water colour 
and acrylic painting, model building, jewellery and 
more. 

Please come and join us Thursday morning 9.30-12.30 

Julia Hayley, June Levey, Maureen Davies, Jacky 
Hutchinson, Wendy Metcalfe and Kath Luker

 
Harwell Dental Practice 

Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ. 
01235-831889   www.harwelldental.co.uk 

 
Fully independent local dental care 

Easy free parking 
 

R H Fencing & Gates 
All types supplied and erected 

trees lopped & felled, stumps removed 
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared 

walls – paths – drives 
sand, ballast, shingle supplied 
for free estimate tel 835397 

Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell 

 
 

2, Honey Lane, Cholsey OX10 9NP 
Tel: 01491 651356 Fax: 01491 652470 
Email: sales@wheelers-electrical.co.uk 
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Harwell Gardeners' Club 

Monday Oct 3rd at 7.30 p.m. Harwell Village Hall 

Tim Miles from Cotswold Wildlife Park will give a talk 
on 'The Delights Of The Kitchen Garden'. 

The competition is Dahlias 

Monday November 7th 7.30 p.m. Harwell Village Hall 

Members Night - Adele Harris will talk on the Gardens 
of Tresowe in the Isles of Scilly and Pauline Fretter will 
talk on herbs. 

The competition is A Garden Antique. 

Monday December 5th 7.30 p.m. Harwell Village Hall 

AGM & Party 

Anyone wishing to join the Harwell Gardeners' Club is 
welcome to come along to any of these meetings 

Christmas Fair 

Harwell school and Little Pippins would like to invite 
you all to a joint Christmas venture on the 10th 
December at Harwell school for the annual Christmas 
tree festival running alongside the Christmas fair and 
craft market. Expect to have a fabulous festive 
experience complete with mulled wine,mince pies , 
music & carol singing not forgetting santa and so much 
more!! We will also be seeing off santa as he starts his 
sleigh ride around the village. 

Please put the 10th December in your diary 3-6pm. 
Harwell School. 

If you would like to have more information or are 
interested in having a craft stall at the market then 
please contact Michelle Walker chelwalker@live.co.uk 
or 832449. 

 

 

 

Harwell Village Hall 

The Harwell Village Hall Trustees asked Simon 
Merrifield to value the Village Hall land with three 
scenarios provided by Michael Orr. The results of a full 
structural survey are awaited. Once the trustees have 
discussed this information, the trustees’ conclusions and 
the results of these investigations will be made public. 
The trustees will next consider whether to proceed to 
acquiring concept drawings for a renovated and 
extended hall or a new development on the recreation 
ground.  

Keith Beswick 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library  will be in the Village Hall car 
park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the following 
Wednesdays: 12, 26 October, 9, 23 November. 

Harwell Philatelic Society presents 

The Man who Posted Himself 

With John Tingey 

Harwell Village Hall 

Wed. Oct 5th 7.45pm Free entry, all welcome 

The story of Reginald Bray, who read the entire Post 
Office Guide, then tried to challenge the rules by 
posting a vast array of items, including himself! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANTIQUES  - Wanted 

 

Single items or deceased effects cleared 
Jewellery, silver, china, etc. 

Furniture Pre 1930 
Telephone 01235 221152 

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING 
Trading Standards Approved 
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered 

• Boiler Servicing 
• Central Heating Installations 
• General Plumbing 
• Free Estimates, No job too small 
• Emergency call-outs 

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655 
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk 

email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com 

Harwell Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5 

weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990 
Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778661548 
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment are also welcome. 

Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning, 
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 
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Blewbury Brass Band 

Blewbury Brass band are running a series of enjoyable 
"step up to brass" music courses, at their rehearsal hall 
beside the Blewbury recreation ground. The course runs 
for 8 weeks and costs £50. The next course starts 
October 12th, playing each Wednesday evening from 
6.30pm to 7.20pm. There is also the opportunity to stay 
on and play with the main band afterwards as playing 
improves. 

The course is aimed both at youths and adults aged 
between 10 and 100 who can read music and play an 
instrument to something like grade 2, 3 or 4 standard. 
We provide good instruments and professional tuition, 
and all you need to provide is enthusiasm. Instruments 
include Cornet, Trumpet, Tenor Horn, Trombone, 
Baritone, Euphonium and Drums. 

Perhaps you play in the recorder group or are learning 
the violin at school. Maybe you played a brass 
instrument at school (perhaps 20-30 years ago) and 
fancy starting again. Or just maybe, you have a teenager 
who wants to play drums in a rock band and you'd like a 
peaceful evening once a week. Either way, this could be 
just your cup of tea. 

To book or find out more please contact Jolyon 
Tidmarsh on 07979 031273 & oxtid2@hotmail.com, or 
look on facebook or www.blewburybrassband.org.uk. 

 
Small ads (free, space permitting, max 2 lines) 

Experienced teacher of English and Piano offers one 
to one tuition. Contact Margaret Cobb on 01235 799039 

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports 
of Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are 
not those of the Parish Council. Items for the December 
issue should be supplied by Nov 20th, and are preferred 
as plain doc, not docx or pub, & photos  also sent 
separately. Please put your organisation’s name in the 
file title. Email to news@ harwellparish.co.uk.  
Distribution is organised by Mrs. Pat Staples, tel. 01235 
833660. Advertising queries to the Clerk – see page 1               
Martin Ricketts, editor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Archives … 100 years ago: 
1911 Sept 27th The Parish Council minutes record that 
the audited accounts were duly submitted and 
considered satisfactory. 

For the 10 pole allotment given up by Jas Talbot there 
were two applications viz from H Hoare and Ernest 
Talbot. As the latter had no Council Allotment ground it 
was decided that the 10 poles be granted him. 

On the proposition of Mr W J Bosley seconded by M 
Greenwood it was unanimously adopted that the tender 
of G Harris namely £13-10s be accepted for lighting the 
street lamps during the ensuing winter; it was decided 
that the lighting of the lamps be commenced on 
Monday Oct 2nd. A precept for lighting purposes for 
£17½ was duly signed and ordered to be forwarded to 
the Overseers of the Parish. 

An application from the vicar for his tithe map and tithe 
apportionment, which have for some years been held by 
the Parish Council, was willingly acceded to on the 
proposition of Dr Rice. 

50 years ago: Among the items discussed on August 
25th 1961, the Clerk reported that the consecration of 
the Cemetery had been arranged for Oct 4th.  

He also reported that he had bought a typewriter for 
£26. The expenditure was approved. (inflation since 
then means this would be about £400 today!) 

At the General Purposes Committee meeting on 22nd 
Sept. it was proposed by Mr Woodall & seconded by 
Mr Lay & carried that a bus shelter be provided at 
Tyrrells Close. 

At the meeting on Oct. 27th the Chairman reported that 
the majority of the remaining ground in the Cemetery 
had been consecrated. 

On the Pavilion electricity, it was agreed that the annual 
cost of approx £5 should be split £3.15s. from the 
Football Club and £1.5s from the Cricket Club. On 
allotments it was reported that only 9 or 10 plots were 
taken; one of the four tenants took on 5 of the 
allotments. 

The Cherborne Gallery 

& Pictures Framing Service 

www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk 

Artist and Framer with 25 years 
experience offers a visiting service 

 in your home.  
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell. 

Services include Tapestry Stretching, 
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning 

And Renovation,  

Football Shirts & Memorabilia, 

Coins & Trophies 

Please ring mobile number, allow to ring 
twice, and I will call you back ASAP 

No order paid for unless entirely satisfied 

Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992 
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Wednesday 26 & Thursday 27 October 2011 

Family Fun – Nature’s Storybook 
Explore the reserve using tales from your favourite 
children’s books. Activities to get the whole family 
excited about nature. Or you can take on - 

 Live 'n' Deadly DSI - Deadly Scene Investigation  

CBBC's Deadly Scene comes to Sutton Courtenay 
Environmental Education Centre! Come along and 
become a wildlife crime scene investigator. Follow the 
trail of clues and discover who raided the nest! Earn a 
Deadly Detective badge 

All activities open 10am to 4pm, and take about 2 
hours. Just drop in, no need to book. Suggested 
donation £3/child. Picnics welcome. No dogs please. 

We are situated at the east end of Milton Park OX14 
4TE, partly in Harwell Parish! Contact: Katie Fenton 

01235 862024 katiefenton@bbowt.org.uk 

Exhibitions at Cornerstone 
John Hailstone - Blue - to 9 October 

Stunning photographs, Oxfordshire, & elsewhere. 

Alchemie - The Power and the Glory 
20 October – 27 November 

Artwork from a group of artists who are inspired by the 
iconic Didcot Cooling Towers.  Painting, prints and 

photographs examine the structures’ interaction with the 
weather, light and landscape. 

The Sinodun Players present 
 THE DEVIL'S GATEWAY  

by Sarah Daniels 

at the Corn Exchange Wallingford 

Wednesday 12th to Saturday 15th October at 7.45pm 

Tickets -Wednesday £8 Thursday-Saturday £10 

Box Office open eves 7-8pm, Fri & Sats. 10am-1pm. 

tel. 01491 825000, 

BOOK ON LINE  NOW! www.cornexchange.org.uk 

About the play: It's the 1980s and the world is 
changing.  A new one is struggling to free itself from 
the old, Reagan and Thatcher are facing off against 
Brezhnev and women are on the march: cue laughs, 
warmth and an entertaining look into our past. 

At its heart The Devil's Gateway is about how mothers 
and daughters come to terms with each other and the 
new world they're entering. It will make you laugh and 
cry and sometimes both at the same time. 

We see housewife Betty wanting more than her 
traditional role.  And her poor husband Jim, rooted in 
the 1950s, thinking the way to make her happy is to 
equip her with a new kitchen: No Jim! 

All of this is played out against the unseen but ever 
present background of the Greenham Common protest 
movement.  

 

 
 

 

Sutton Courtenay 

 Environmental Education 

Centre Events 

 

 
 

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork 
*Fencing *Garden Clearance 

 
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378 

E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk 

 


