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Parish Council News
October Meeting
It was reported that SODC Core Strategy hearings are
due to take place in November. Mr Marsh said that the
Council will agree with Keep Harwell Rural's
statement, and he will attend the hearings as necessary.
Mr Marsh reported that many planning experts are
objecting to the new National Planning Policy
Framework, and he had drafted a letter to VWHDC
voicing concerns, which the Council agreed to send.
Ms Greenfield reported that at the meeting they had had
with Didcot Town Council it was evident that the Town
Council had well-formed ideas about management of
the facilities within Great Western Park which straddle
the Harwell-Didcot boundary. It was logical that only
one Council should manage the facilities. On basic
assessments of land management costs against likely
increased income from council tax precept, it was clear
that costs would greatly outweigh income for Harwell,
and that the best way forward would be to let Didcot TC
take control of facilities straddling the boundary, which
would involve transfer of some land.
Additionally the Council resolved that it does not wish
to take on the ownership and management of the Public
Open Spaces and the Community Centre planned for
GWP within Harwell. This means that these facilities
will probably be managed by the Vale District Council.
The Council agreed that there were sufficient questions
raised by the Great Western Park developments for the
Council to have a separate Committee to consider them.
An advisory committee, to be known as the Harwell
Future Advisory Committee, was set up with the terms
of reference including the following:
a) To advise the Parish Council on the appropriate
strategy for that part of Great Western Park that falls
within Harwell Parish (Harwell East)
b) To prepare recommendations for the Parish Council's
approach to and strategy for handling the growth of
Harwell over the next twenty years.
Mr Marsh, Ms Hawthorn, Ms Greenfield, Mr Buxton
and Mr Fox-Davies were appointed to the Committee.
Mr Davison had circulated an amended draft of the new
donations policy; after minor amendments suggested by
Ms Greenfield, it was approved. It can be viewed on the
Parish website. Of the three requests for donations, it
was agreed to donate £50 to Home-Start Southern
Oxfordshire.
On the new Play Area plans, Mrs Beswick reported that
the latest RoSPA report was not very good, which
underlined the need for improvements. A grant of
£1000 has been made by the Mid Counties Co-operative
Community Fund, and the WREN application was
ongoing (successful! See page 8). The Our Street
Corner youth project, which is supportive of the play
area refurbishment project, had been short-listed for the
Business and Community Awards in Didcot.
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It was agreed that some copies of the County’s
Emergency Response booklet be purchased and the
local shops be asked to display them for residents to
take if they wish. Called Are You Ready?, it has
guidance on being prepared for various emergencies.
There is a link to it on the parish web pages. There is
also an audio version in sections (more on page 12).
Because the Vale WHDC had asked for a decision on
next year’s precept by an earlier date, it was agreed to
have the finance meeting earlier, and have a full
meeting on the usual second Tuesday in December.
Following the Rights of Way walk, Mrs BoughtonWaite had circulated notes; the Clerk will check actions
required and contact OCC if necessary. The Council
thanked Mrs Boughton-Waite for organising the walk,
and all volunteers who took part.
November Meeting
In the Open Forum, Ms Carolyn Place, playground
consultant of Anthony Stiff Associates, was welcomed
and invited to give a short presentation on proposals for
the play area refurbishment. Plans were displayed
showing new equipment, sited both inside and outside
the perimeter fence of the current play area, including a
zip wire. The proposal has themed zones for younger
and older children, alongside the upgraded existing
equipment. Costs have been estimated at around
£85,000, with grants already applied for amounting to
around £87,000. It was noted that adults from Home
Farm Trust also use the play area, and that currently
there is very little equipment that they can use; this fact
has been taken into consideration in the proposals.
Oxfordshire County Councillor Stewart Lilly reported
that Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service has received a
national award. Among other items, a recent Trading
Standards investigation has led to a prison sentence for
rogue traders, and the County’s archive stores are to be
made more accessible to the public.
For the District Council Mr Waite added to his written
report already circulated, saying that the planning
application for the Thatched Cottage, Reading Road,
had at last been approved by Planners, with conditions
attached. Mrs Turner reported on the Interim Housing
Supply Policy.
Then under Planning, Mr Marsh reported that the Public
Sessions on South Oxfordshire’s Core Strategy were
ongoing, and that the day with a focus on Didcot had
included discussion of issues raised by Harwell Parish
Council and Keep Harwell Rural on housing numbers,
which SODC could not explain satisfactorily. There
were concerns about the early application by Bloor
Homes for what was to be Phase 9 of Great Western
Park, off Park Road, Didcot. And future traffic
problems, with or without a new bridge over the River
Thames north of Didcot, were acknowledged.
It was reported that the Village Hall Trustees had
decided to look at refurbishing the current Village Hall
and developing further the site, rather than seek to
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relocate to the Recreation Ground. Sports clubs have
been informed of the decision, and Mr Marsh has
contacted clubs separately; a response had been
received from the Rugby Club just before the meeting.
There were various recommendations from the Lands
Committee. It was agreed that the Harwell Feast
Committee be given permission to hold the 2012
Harwell Feast on the Recreation Ground on Saturday
26th May; details of the other items may be found in the
full minutes on the Council’s web pages.
There was discussion of the Council’s Emergency Plan.
Ms Greenfield had reviewed the Plan and rewritten it
using a new template from OCC. It seems that more
information is required for the new Plan, which was not
formerly required by or accessible to the Council; Ms
Greenfield will ask OCC for confirmation. Some minor
additions and amendments were suggested, but the
Council agreed in principle that the Plan should be
adopted. The Council wished to record thanks to Ms
Greenfield for drawing up the Plan.
Mrs Gaspar asked if the Council could investigate the
possibility of small areas of land around the village
being turned into woodland areas - landowners can
receive money for such schemes. Alternatively the
Council could work with developers of Great Western
Park, so that open space in the parish within GWP be
set out as woodland or meadow areas, being mindful of
the fact that the Council has already decided that such
open space should be managed by VWHDC. The
Council agreed to pursue the matter.
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web. The next meetings of the Parish Council are
on Tuesdays 13th December and 10th January. Items
for the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor
one week before the meeting. Contact her on 01235
820006 where messages can be left, email
clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, or by post to P.O. Box 223
Wantage OX12 2DH. Office hours, in the Pavilion, are
9am to 5pm Mondays. To contact Councillors, see the
appropriate page at www.harwellparish.co.uk
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Planning Matters
Permissions:
11/01630/FUL Replace garage with new double garage
and rooms at Cleave Cottage, The Cleave.
11/01664/FUL Amendment to previously approved
Permission 11/00256/FUL for erection of single storey
rear extension & conversion of garage at 5 The Cleave.
11/01522/FUL Erection of detached dwelling with oak
framed garage at Land adj. to Droke, Wantage Road
(Amendment to planning permission 10/01852/FUL)
11/01808/FUL Solar panels on south facing
outbuilding roof at Walnut Tree Cottage, Barrow Lane.
11/01678/LBC Replace timber window with new stud
wall, and change metal windows to timber casements,
plus associated work at Close Cottage, Townsend.
At the previous meeting, Mr Ricketts suggested that the
Council should support the application, as the windows
to be removed were quite out of keeping, and that
energy is likely to be conserved. The Council agreed to
make the comment.
11/01939/FUL & 11/01922/LBC Demolish single
storey outbuilding, erect new single storey garden room
with new garden wall enclosure. Construct new canopy
over front door at Wellshead House, Wellshead Lane.
Refusals:
11/01549/FUL, erection of 4-bed chalet bungalow
vehicle access from B4493 at Rose Dene, Didcot Road
11/01517/FUL Proposed dropped kerb to serve new
dwelling at Droke, Wantage Road
Applications:
11/02402/RENWAL & 11/02402/LBC Extend time
limit of 08/01143/FUL for extension & alteration of
existing dwelling at Leigh House, High Street.
11/02466/FUL Demolish garden wall. Erect new wall
& close board fence at 2 Brookside.
11/02479/LBC Proposed demolition of existing flat
roof extension & insertion of new French doors etc. at
Pollards, Townsend.
P10/W1959 - 35 Construction of 159 dwellings;
informal open space; new means of vehicular and
pedestrian access onto Park Road and associated
infrastructure.
The Council agreed to re-submit comments, that it is
concerned at this premature application for Phase 9 of
GWP, and urges that it be rejected until the rest of GWP
and its associated infrastructure is in place.

BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS & FURNITURE
Made to measure from solid reclaimed pine
and new English oak
Building Services, extensions, windows, doors,
carpentry and joinery
www.fox-wood.co.uk tel: 01235 835553
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk
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1st Harwell (St
Matthew’s) Beavers

Are you a parent or carer for a baby or toddler, or even
a mum-to -be? Come along to Harwell Fun Club and
you can make new friends.
We meet each Tuesday in term time at the village hall
between 9.30am and 11.30am.
We have a wide range of toys for all ages and a weekly
craft activity. There is a dedicated baby area and we
often finish the session with some singing.
The cost is £1.50 per family and includes a snack and a
drink for the children and adults. Your first session is
free.
Our Christmas party is on 13th December with a visit
from Santa, presents and fun for all!
Help wanted: we need Mum volunteers to help us set up
and tidy away so call or come and see us if you're
interested. For more information please contact Alison
Fautley on 01235 221052.

Scouting for 6-8 year olds in Harwell.
If you live in Harwell and your child wishes to join
Harwell Beavers when they reach the age of six,
please ring Zara on 07752495118 or email
bsl@harwellscouts.org.uk. This will allow us to add
your child to the waiting list and make every effort
to ensure there is a place for them when they reach
the required age.
Would you like to be a Harwell Young Singer?
If you are 7- 18 then we would love to have you join
us. We meet on a Thursday evening from 6.15pm until
7.15pm in St Matthew’s Church, Harwell. If you are
interested just come along or for more information
Ring Zara on 07752495118.

Harwell Gardeners' Club
Monday December 5th 7.30 p.m. AGM & Party
Monday January 9th Timothy Walker returns to talk
about In The Not So Bleak Midwinter. The competition
is a photo – Blooming Marvellous.
Monday Feb. 6th Dales & Downs with Adrian
Thornton, competition: Helibores – floating in a bowl
Anyone wishing to join the Harwell Gardeners' Club is
welcome to come along to any of these meetings –
Mondays at 7.30 in the Village Hall
Bin Day reminder text service

Ed Vaizey local surgery dates
December 9th Wantage Civic Hall.
January 20th Faringdon Pump Rooms

There is a text messaging service for residents who
want to receive reminders about changes to bin
collections. It's free and you receive a text the day
before the normal collection day whenever there are
changes due to bank holidays or bad weather. To sign
up, you just send a text message, with the word ‘waste’
and the collection day, to 07797 870371. For most in
Harwell send a text saying ‘waste Wednesday’.
For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

February 3rd Wantage Civic Hall
All Surgeries are held between 5:30 and 7pm
There is no need to make an appointment
Police Surgeries are held in the Village Hall. The next
are:
Sunday 4th December 11am – 12 noon
Saturday 21st January 11am – 12 noon

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153
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Remembrance Day Parade

The Remembrance Day Service on the High Street took
place on a beautifully sunny November morning and
was very well attended. Representatives from The
Parish Council, The Royal British Legion, The Scouts,
Cubs and Beavers along with The Brownies and The
Rainbows laid wreaths to commemorate those who laid
down their lives for their country.

Christmas Fair
Harwell School and Little Pippins invite you to their

The service was led by the recently appointed rector of
Harwell and Chilton Jonathan Mobey. Jonathan has
come to us from Oxford and was inducted in
September. Since then he, his wife Dawn and their
children Jasmine, Samuel, Caitlin and Caleb have been
busy getting to know everybody. We welcome them.
Photos – Janice Markey & Keith Beswick

Recycling & Waste sites Christmas hours

Christmas Fair, Tree Festival, & Craft Market

OCC Recycling & Waste sites including Drayton will
have the following holiday hours:

10th December 3 – 6pm at Harwell school

Christmas Eve: 8am-3pm

Expect to have a fabulous festive experience complete
with mulled wine, mince pies , music & carol singing
not forgetting Santa and so much more!! We will also
be seeing off Santa as he starts his sleigh ride around
the village.
For more information please contact Michelle Walker
chelwalker@live.co.uk or 832449

Christmas Day and Boxing Day: closed
27 - 30 December: 8am-5pm
New Year's Eve: 8am-3pm
New Year's Day: closed
Otherwise normal opening hours: 8am to 5pm.

ANTIQUES - Wanted
Single items or deceased effects cleared
Jewellery, silver, china, etc.
Furniture Pre 1930
Telephone 01235 221152
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Harwell Arts & Crafts Group
Life continues to be good at the group with still more
people joining our happy band.
During October Sally Spencer gave a very informative
demonstration using Precious Metal Clay. The group
were thankful for the projector in the hall so that Sally’s
intricate work could be displayed for all to see even
those at the back of the hall who wished to carry on
with their own crafts.
November 20th 2011 saw the return of our popular
Exhibition and Craft Fair where members were able to
sell some of their creations. Although the event was not
as well supported as last year some members have
already expressed a wish to book their table for next
year. This year we agreed to give the proceeds from the
raffle and refreshments to Little Pippins Playground
landscaping project and we are very pleased to report
that the amount raised was £220. A big thank you to
those members who supplied the cakes and to all who
helped on the day.
2012 will bring a workshop on Canal Boat Art
(members will have a go if they wish), and a
demonstration using a Scroll Saw to make attractive
gifts. All these are open to non-members. Other skills
are also being investigated including stained glass and
paper pictures. If anyone has a skill that they would be
willing to demonstrate please get in touch with us.
On 26 January 2012 the group will host a fundraising
event for the RNLI SOS appeal. Our interpretation of
SOS will be See our Skills. We would like to offer an
invitation for others to pop in and see what we do and to
buy a cup of tea or coffee and slice of home- made cake
in support of the RNLI. We will also donate our
weekly fee to this worthwhile charity. Please see
separate notice for full details.
We are a friendly bunch of likeminded people who
enjoy a variety of crafts and hobbies and like to
exchange ideas, give advice and in some cases teach
others the basics of a craft new to them. There is no
annual membership just a weekly fee of £2 and come
when you like. The group is open to men (don’t be shy)
and women of all age groups.
As a self help group and that includes making your own
tea/coffee when and as often as you like we find that
everyone are always willing to help each other. Please
come and join us Thursday morning 9.30-12.30
Julia Hayley, June Levey, Maureen Davies, Jacky
Hutchinson, Wendy Metcalfe and Kath Luker
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Royal National Lifeboat Institution
SOS Fundraising Day
See Our Skills on Thursday 26th January at the
Harwell Village Hall
We all know what SOS traditionally stands for – and
most people even know the Morse code for this most
famous call for help. The RNLI lifeboat charity is
holding an SOS day in January to raise money – and
SOS can be used for anything, eg Sell Old Stuff.
The Harwell Art & Crafts Group are inviting everyone
to come and See Our Skills. The group, who meet
every Thursday morning in the Village Hall, have a
wide range of knowledge and talent. Members come
along to knit, embroider, sew, and make cards and
scrapbooks. Some paint and others do mosaic - creating
pictures with tiles and recycled broken crockery. We
have members who do upholstery, wood turning,
beading and much, much more.
You are all invited to come along to chat to us.
Proceeds from the tea & coffee (and home made cakes
– another of our many skills) along with our attendance
fee for the day will go to the RNLI – a charity which
saves lives throughout the year.
So put this date in your diary: Thursday 26th January
2012, and come along from 10am to noon, and See
Our Skills. From Painting to Puzzles and from
Quilling to Quilting – our multi-talented members
would love to meet you.
Oxford’s wonderful Covered Market!
Exhibition at Cornerstone until 22nd Jan.
This exhibition is full of photographic images taken by
adults and children, capturing the Covered Market
traders at work and bringing their stories to life.
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Little Pippins
Official Opening
th

On October 8 our wonderful new premises were
officially opened by Mr Ed Vaizey MP. We
welcomed many people from all aspects of the
community who came to look around our amazing
new facilities and joined staff, parents and
committee members in the celebrations. The
opening was combined with an Open Day for
prospective parents and their children. There were
many activities on hand from den making,
scarecrow building and junk modelling to biscuit
decorating. A fun time was had by all.

December 2011
curriculum to prepare the children for school. The
activities are planned by staff taking into
consideration requests from the children and ideas
formed from the children’s play and interests. We
aim to play outdoors in the garden or on the
veranda every day and often enjoy short walks
around the village.
We offer the following sessions:
Breakfast Club – 8am till 9:15am
Morning Session – 9:15am till 11:45am
Lunch – 11:45am till 12:30pm
Afternoon Session – 12:30pm till 3pm
After School Club – 3pm till 6pm - (in association
with Harwell Afterschool Club)
If you would like more information please contact,
Sally Begley, on 01235 821741, email
littlepippins@btinternet.com or visit our website
www.littlepippins.org.uk Upcoming events:
th
10 Dec. – School Fair & Christmas Tree Festival
th

11 February 2012 – Winter Ball
Reminder about Free Christmas Parking Days
Drivers in South Oxfordshire will be able to park for
free in District Council car parks as follows:
Didcot – all day on Tuesdays 6, 13 and 20 December
Wallingford – all day Thurs 1, 8, 15 and 22 December.
At times when free Christmas parking is available
people do not have to display a parking ticket.
In the Vale of White Horse parking will be free in
district council car parks in Abingdon & Wantage all
day on Saturday 3 December. Also you will be able to
park free for two hours everyday from Friday 9 Dec

Ed Vaizey being helped to cut the ribbon

Our ongoing thanks go to all who have helped and
supported Little Pippins through the years –
without your help we would not have succeeded.
Little Pippins Pre-School is set in an idyllic orchard
within the village. The qualified, caring and
enthusiastic staff provides a stimulating and varied
programme of play for children from the age of 2 ½

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking

Our new building is more than double the size of
our old one, with new facilities throughout. The
large open play area has doors onto a covered
veranda that then leads seamlessly into a
significantly larger outdoor play area which has a
musical arch and a numeracy area and many other
features.
Our aim is to provide a safe and happy
environment for every child in which they can learn
to extend their skills, knowledge & understanding.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage

2, Honey Lane, Cholsey OX10 9NP
Tel: 01491 651356 Fax: 01491 652470
Email: sales@wheelers-electrical.co.uk
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Harwell WI

It is difficult to know where this year has gone, but
Christmas will soon be here and I suspect many of us
are busy with Christmas cards and buying presents.
The weather has been decidedly tropical for this time of
year so let’s hope we are not in for any nasty surprises.
The Group Meeting was held in the newly re-furbished
Didcot Civic Hall on 3rd October and Susie Barwick
demonstrated Sugar & Spice Flower Arranging. In
October we had a Cake Stall outside Bob the Butcher’s
shop. On 12 October Anita Pepper ‘Explains Paintings’
looked in detail at Hunt in the Forest by Paolo Uccello.
Fifteen members then went to The Ashmoleum
Museum in Oxford with Anita on the 08 November to
see the original painting.
At the end of October six of our members planted 90
bulbs on the corner of the recreation ground near to the
Junction with the Reading Road. This was to celebrate
the 90th birthday of our WI in May this year, so we are
all looking forward to a blaze of colour in the Spring.
The photo shows [L to R] Joyce Doughty, Di Baker,
Barbara Jackson, Penny Marsh, Andrea Thompson and
Adele Harris:
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Harwell Village Hall
The Trustees for Harwell Village Hall decided the best
option for the Village is to develop the existing Village
Hall site. The Trustees are aware of the affection that
many villagers hold for the Hall. It's in excellent central
Harwell location. Though a project on the Recreation
Ground to provide multiple facilities had its attraction it
was felt to be too complex. It was not an easy decision
but the Trustees took expert advice, performed a risk
analysis and deliberated to come to their considered
conclusion.
A thorough structural survey showed that the basic hall
structure is sound but work needs to be done to
safeguard the hall. The Freeman Hall was built to
provide a youth club and any future development must
accommodate young people.
Keith Beswick, Chairman of Trustees.
Mobile Library
The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall car
park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the following
Wednesdays: 15 December, 11th & 25th January.

Rush Hockey
Do you love the rush of a team sport, but never find the
time to commit to one? Come and try Rush Hockey
which is fast, furious and fun! Whether you join as a
team or an individual, have played hockey before or are
new to the sport come along in your sportswear ready to
have fun! All equipment will be provided!
Tasters will run Wednesday 18 and 25 January and 1
February at Tilsley Park from 8.00-9.00pm costing £3
per person.
For more information please contact Cath Dale, Shared
Participation Officer on 01235 540367 or
Cath.Dale@southandvale.gov.uk

On 09 November one of our member’s husbands,
Darren Bowyer, gave us a brilliant talk with slides
about his tour of duty in Afghanistan. A large number
of members, husbands and partners came along and the
evening was very much enjoyed by all.
The Christmas Songs at Oxford Town Hall will take
place on 5th December. Our Christmas Party is on
14th December and this year there will be held in the
Village Hall with festive food, a quiz and a Magician.
The New Year starts on 11th January with Jill Brookes
talking about her work with lepers in Ethiopia.
The 8th February is going to be very exciting with a
subject close to all our hearts – the ‘bad hair’ day!
Mark Creed has some practical ideas about the
Philosophy of Hair. Our AGM is on 14th March and
thus ends the WI year. The new committee and
programme will be ready to go for another year.
Come and see for yourself. Find out at first hand the
many interesting speakers, visits and outings we have to
offer. Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on
the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more information about joining us or
about any of the above activities, contact our Secretary,
Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430. email:
penny@digitalsafaris.com.

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk
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Our Street Corner at the BACA's

December 2011
Landfill Communities Fund award a grant of
£50000!

The Didcot Business and Community Awards
(BACA's) 2011 was a truly magical event this year,
with Morgan and West, Victorian Magicians
entertaining guests at the high profile ceremony, held at
Cornerstone in Didcot.

The Oxfordshire Advisory Panel and the Directors of
WREN (Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd) have
awarded the Playground Refurbishment project a grant
of £50,000!

Promoted by Didcot First and Didcot Chamber of
Commerce the BACA's is now in its third year and Our
Street Corner was announced the winner of the mixed
age group Youth Award for Young Enterprise. A very
excited group of youngsters went to the awards
ceremony at Cornerstone with Sue Carter and Sarah
Belcher, our regular adult volunteers on a Monday
night:

This makes our project viable and plans from
playground developers will now be sought. The
Playground Refurbishment Committee is working
closely with the Parish Council and is applying for still
more grants. We will try to keep you, the community,
involved with the project and welcome any suggestions
or offers of help for the reconstruction. We are hoping
that by September 2012 the playground will be ready
for a grand opening.
Sue Greatbanks

The refurbishment of the village playground is very
much an initiative of the local young people themselves.
Supported by parents and volunteers the young people
have organised several fundraising events to ensure the
continued success of their project. They have raised
over £100 for the playground and have also been
awarded two grants of £1000 each from the Chill Out
fund (OCC) and the Mid Counties Cooperative fund.
The Feast Committee also gave £500 so the
'playground' fund is growing!
Di Chesterman, spokesperson for the BACA Awards
said “This year we've had an incredible number of
nominations. Local people recognise that being
nominated for and hopefully winning a BACA award is
a significant achievement. It recognises the hard work
that many Didcot based organisations and businesses
put in all year round.”
Nicole and Amy, representing Our Street Corner, said
“We were thrilled to be announced as a 2011 BACA
award winner. Every village needs a playground where
mums and dads can take youngsters, and where
teenagers can hang out.”
The Youth Club is still without a paid youth worker and
would be pleased to welcome anyone who could spare a
couple of hours on Monday nights from 6.30 to 8.30pm.
It would be good to have a rota of adult helpers. Our
regular helpers have all been CRB checked and are
trying to put together a varied programme of activities
and events. Cleaning the War Memorial is becoming an
annual event, with youngsters and helpers turning up to
scrub and polish in readiness for the Remembrance
Parade. You may have seen them at work; they are keen
to be involved in the community so please support
them. You might perhaps make a donation yourselves!
Find them at:
www.localgiving.org/ourstreetcorner
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Harwell Senior Citizens Fund
Sadly we have now come to the end of raising
money for the over 70's in our Parish. Our last
ever Christmas Gift will be delivered during the
weekend of December 16th/17th18th.
Notice of Intent
It is our intention to wind up the Harwell Senior
Citizens Fund as from 31st December 2011. After
expenses we anticipate a balance of about £7,500
available for distribution and expect to make final
payments of £40.00 to 177 people in the parish.
Any monies remaining will be donated to a Harwell
Charity or charities, the final figure to be
announced in the New Year.
Is there a Village organisation that could do
with a photocopier? We will have a very good
photocopier for sale after the 18th December. It's
a mono Rex Rotary MP161 Aticio together with a
brand new unused black toner cartridge. It has
only been used once a week for the last two years,
it was purchased from new and we have never had
any problem with this machine. If you would like to
come and have a look at the machine working, you
would be very welcome, just give me a ring on Ab.
835397 and we can arrange this. Any sensible
offer will be considered.
Lastly, we would like to publicly thank all of our
bingo agents, our customers and friends of the
fund who have all helped to raise so much money
since 1964. We would also like to take this
opportunity of wishing everybody a very happy
Christmas.
Yvonne Hinchliffe - Ab. 835397 - (Secretary)
Ursula Moore (Chairperson) Pat Connolly
(Treasurer) Wendy Apppleby (Christmas List Coordinator) Marj Miles and Suzanne Miller

Harwell Feast next year will
be on Saturday 26th May
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Feast Quiz
The Harwell Feast Committee organised the Quiz Night
on Friday 26th November and were very pleasantly
surprised at the wonderful turn out, 16 teams of six
competed for the Cup and six bottles of wine to fill it.
A hard fought battle at both ends of the table with the
lead changing almost every round. The first rounds gave
us joint leaders but as Jokers were played teams began
to show their strengths. A fun round of ' Knowing your
counties of England' kept teams on their toes during the
first five rounds and 'Gangreen' pipped everyone to the
post with nineteen of twenty correct. A separate prize of
chocolate was duly enjoyed by the team. On to the
second half, 'The Diggers' take the lead then 'The
Gourmands' now 'Gangreen' and they prove to be strong
enough to keep the others at bay. At the other end of the
table a hard fought battle between 'Where's Vicky',
'Whatever you Like' and 'Itchy 6' but late jokers finally
relegate 'Where's Vicky' to accept the wooden spoons.
The final result was then First place to 'Gangreen',
pictured below, runners up 'The Diggers' and final place
to 'Where's Vicky. Results Table:
Gangreen
The Diggers
Where are the Hartleys
The Gourmands
Norfolk and Chance
The Z Team
Didcot Disruptives
Mystic Moaners
Proselytes
New Balls Please
Laidies Night
The 3 Amigos
Wiseman for a Day
Itchy 6
Whatever you Like
Where's Vicky

91
89
87
87
81.75
80.5
79
78.75
78
76.25
76
74.75
72.25
72
71
68.75

The Committee hopes that everyone enjoyed the evening and will be keen
to try again next year. Particular thanks go to Colin Lamont and his two
markers, Patricia Cooke and Sharon Palmer who speedily collected,
marked, moderated and checked all of the questions such that they could be
displayed at the end of each round. Heartfelt thanks to Phil and the bar
staff for organising the bar and nibbles and the rest of the committee for
their efforts in promoting a very successful Quiz Night.
Gareth Buxton, Chairman
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The New Poppy Tea Room
We would like to invite you to join
us on alternate Tuesdays either
for Lunch or Tea. Our Tea Room
at the British Legion is for people
in the Parish who would like to get out of the house
more and make friends with new people. If you should
need transport due to a disability please ring John on
Abingdon 835870 and we will arrange transport. There
is plenty of parking and easy access with a ramp.
Teas: 13th Dec, 10th & 24th January, 2.30 to 4pm.
Homemade cakesand tea / coffee, all for only £1.50. If
you want to, you can have a go at our table quiz or have
a go at our raffle, it's up to you. We also have a book
stall for you to browse through.
Lunches: 6th and 20th Dec, 3rd 17th & 31st Januar.
Cooked lunch, bar facility. Please reserve a table in
advance by telephoning the club (221126).
Check the Legion calendar on www.harwellrbl.co.uk
The Poppy Tea Room Committee of The Harwell Club
RBL Westfield
Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education
Centre Events

new! Nature Tots
For pre-school children & their carers
Thursday mornings in term time 10am-12 noon
From 19th January £2.50 per family
Come along for outdoor nature play, games and stories
on our wild and wonderful reserve.
Tea, biscuits and mud provided!
For more details and to book your place call Katie
Fenton on 01235 862024
We are situated at the east end of Milton Park OX14
4TE. katiefenton@bbowt.org.uk

•
•
•
•
•

REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
Free Estimates, No job too small
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com

December 2011
Harwell Safari Supper 2012
The next village Safari Supper will take place on
Saturday 31st March 2012.
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a meal, explore
the village, meet new faces and raise money for a good
cause. Last year we raised more than £1,500!
It is a very popular event - 108 attended last year with
another 4 on the waiting list. This time I would like to
open it up to a maximum of 120 attendees to make it the
biggest yet.
There is a sliding scale of charges depending on your
participation. Those who provide a course pay less. The
exact pricing structure is still being worked out and will
be announced in the New Year when we start to take
bookings. All money raised will go towards the Village
Hall redevelopment project.
If you are interested in attending the supper (and have
not received an email about this recently) or would like
to find out more, then please email Debbie
(debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk) or phone 01235 820760
to make sure that you are included on the mailing list.
We will start taking bookings in January and expect
places to fill up very quickly.
How it Works
Each participant is told in advance which house in the
Village they are to go to for starter. Once starters are
over, everyone is given an envelope telling them where
to go for their main course. After the main course,
everyone from the whole Safari meets up in the Village
Hall for dessert and coffee.
Wine is provided by the hosts for the starter and main
courses. Wine and port will be available for purchase in
the Village Hall to accompany your dessert.
Couples are kept together but apart from that everyone
is 'reshuffled' after the starter. So you meet different
people at each course. A map will be provided to help
you find the houses but please be aware that you may
have to walk quite a way between courses.
Anyone can take part. If you don't live close enough to
the Village to host a course then you can choose to
provide a dessert or just come and enjoy the food. If
you have children who require a babysitter then
providing a starter can work well, as this reduces the
number of hours that you are away from your house.
Providing a main course is the most onerous option and
is probably not advisable for complete newcomers to
this event.
More guidance about timings and what is expected
from hosts will be issued before the event

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out
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Harwell Bowls Club
Harwell Bowls Club achieved
a notable double this season.
In The Royal County of
Berkshire Bowling
Association, they came top in
two leagues.
In the KL3 West, they
achieved this with three
matches left and now look
forward to life in division 2.
They won 12 of the 14 games
scoring 151 points.
In the KLX, they have
achieved a back to back
promotion and now face a
very competitive season in
division 1. They won 9 of the
14 games scoring 93 points.

The Harwell team pictured are: Back row from left John Govans, Dave Morgan, Tony Fidler,
Robert Evans, Robin McStay (President), John Lawson, George Hicks, John Pitson (KL Capt.),
Garth Porter. Front Row Bob Barnard, Roger Cobb, John Pigott, (KLX Capt.), Jim Marsh,
Clive Keep, Bill Monkhouse, Rex Mitcham, Bert Butterfield, Frank Clark.
Players missing in photo line up; Dick Powell, John Ford, John Owen and Phil Penson.
Advice on Snow Clearing
If you’d like to clear the path to your house from snow this winter then
don’t let fears of being sued stop you – there is no law stopping you
from clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your home or from
public spaces. It's unlikely you'll be sued or held legally responsible for
any injuries on the path if you have cleared it carefully.
The following advice is extracted from the Directgov website:
If you clear snow and ice yourself, be careful - don’t make the
pathways more dangerous by causing them to refreeze. But don’t be put
off clearing paths because you’re afraid someone will get injured.
Remember, people walking on snow and ice have responsibility to be
careful themselves. Follow the advice below to make sure you clear the
pathway safely and effectively.
It's unlikely you'll be sued or held legally responsible for any injuries
on the path if you have cleared it carefully.
Clear the snow or ice early in the day
It’s easier to move fresh, loose snow rather than hard snow that has
packed together from people walking on it. So if possible, start
removing the snow and ice in the morning. If you remove the top layer
of snow in the morning, any sunshine during the day will help melt any
ice beneath. You can then cover the path with salt before nightfall to
stop it refreezing overnight.
Use salt or sand - not water
If you use water to melt the snow, it may refreeze and turn to black ice.
Black ice increases the risk of injuries as it is invisible and very
slippery. You can prevent black ice by spreading some salt on the area
you have cleared. You can use ordinary table or dishwasher salt - a
tablespoon for each square metre you clear should work. Don’t use the
salt found in salting bins - this will be needed to keep the roads clear.
Be careful not to spread salt on plants or grass it may damage.them
If you don’t have enough salt, you can also use sand or ash. These
won’t stop the path icing over as well as salt, but will provide good grip
Take care where you move the snow
When you’re shovelling snow, take care where you put it so it doesn’t
block people’s paths or drains. Make sure you make a path down the
middle of the area to be cleared first, so you have a clear surface to
walk on. Then shovel the snow from the centre of the path to the sides.
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Are You Ready?
This advice for dealing with an emergency is taken from Oxon CC’s
booklet ‘Are You Ready’. Copies have been distributed to public
areas around the village or you can download a copy – there’s a link
from the Parish website.
In an emergency situation you may need to move quickly, so it’s
important to have a few necessities to hand. Ideally, prepare a small
easy-to-carry bag with essentials and store it in an accessible place
ready to go. At the very least, have an up-to-date check list for things
to put into your emergency “grab bag”. The bag contents will vary
depending on your needs but may include:
Emergency items
·Essential/prescribed
medication, plus asthma and
respiratory aids
·Hearing aids
·Spectacles/contact lenses
·Useful phone numbers
·Mobile phone and charger
·House and car keys
·Money & credit cards
·First aid kit
·Basic toiletries e.g.
toothbrush and toothpaste,
sanitary towels
Other essential items can vary
according to your needs and
the weather, but may include:
Supplies for babies and small
children
Food & Water, including
special food needs, tinned
food and a tin-opener
Clothing & Equipment:
·Wind and rainproof clothing
·Strong shoes for outdoors
·Waterproof torch and spare
·batteries (check regularly)

·Radio and spare batteries
(check regularly)
Other items to consider
·Copies of insurance documents
·Anti-bacterial hand wipes/gel
·Blankets and sleeping bags
·Rubbish bags
·Thermos flasks, Pet supplies
See the Parish Website for the
complete list.

Editorial Notes: Other than where
stated and in reports of Parish Council
matters any opinions expressed are
not those of the Parish Council. Items
for the February issue should be
supplied by Jan 20th, and are
preferred as plain doc, not docx or
pub, & please put your organisation's
name in the file title. email news@
harwellparish.co.uk Distribution is
organised by Mrs. Pat Staples, tel.
01235 833660. Advertising queries to
the Clerk - see page 2,
Martin Ricketts, editor.

Domestic & Insurance work specialists

Traditional plastering
With a modern, professional service!

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell.
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Over 20 yrs of clean, quality finishing!
Visit our website for more info & our
Extensive list of services

www.southernplastering.co.uk

Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992

