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Parish Council News
June Meeting
Reporting on meetings attended on behalf of the
Council, Mr Marsh & Mrs Beswick reported they had
attended a meeting with Goodmans, the Harwell site
managers, and were surprised to hear that the new
building under construction in Fermi Avenue has a
Section 106 agreement in place for £39,000 for public
works of art; no record of this is on the VWHDC
website and no consultation was undertaken, but it
exists because of a VWHDC levy placed on
developments larger than half an acre in size. The
Council agreed to formally record that it is not happy
with this levy when there are so many other areas in
which the money could be spent.
They were also told that Goodmans intends to proceed
with an application to build 100 of the 400 homes
already proposed for the area around North Drive in and
around South Drive; existing homes in South Drive
would all need to be demolished. The Council agreed to
formally record its discontent that VWHDC has allowed
such speculative planning applications by the absence
of a Local Plan.
It was reported that the Interim Housing Supply Policy
has been abandoned, but VWHDC intends to retain
information obtained via the Policy for the preparation
of a 5 year housing supply statement. Mrs Turner
commented that such information will prove helpful,
but that speculative planning applications will bring
difficulties for the Planning Committee of VWHDC.
The Council had been instructed by the Vale WHDC to
adopt its new Code of Conduct with effect from 1 July
2012, so this it duly did.
The Council agreed to accept a tender for £57,268 for
phase one of the Play Area refurbishment. The work
will go ahead in September (see page 5). A tender was
also accepted for work to include weed spraying,
fertilizing, seeding worn patches grass and aeration of
the pitches during the winter at a cost of about £750.
A tender for the extension of the tractor shed and
replacement of a pavilion window with plastic double
glazed toughened glass window at a total cost of £8800
was also accepted.
In the Cemetery, it was agreed to go ahead with the
removal of the hedge by the path leading from the north
gate & installation of replacement fence. It is intended
to plant a new hedge in due course.
Several overgrown footpaths had been reported;
grounds staff were endeavouring to catch up on grass
cutting following recent staff sickness and inclement
weather.
July Meeting
Our County Councillor Mr Stewart Lilly reported that
funding is available for children considered to be “at
risk” across the county. Mrs Beswick pointed out that
funding for staff engaged with young offenders has

www.harwellparish.co.uk

Number 175: August 2012
been cut; Mr Lilly confirmed the matter had been
reviewed recently but that there was no evidence that
any deterioration in service had resulted from the
reduced staff numbers.
Mr Lilly further reported that the Oxfordshire Local
Transport Plan 2011-30 has been approved, which deals
with infrastructure and highway improvements.
Allowance has been made in the Plan for up to 13,000
new jobs due to be created in Science Vale UK, and for
the expected developments at Didcot and the
surrounding area, Wantage, Grove, Harwell Campus,
etc. Previous proposals for Harwell, for example the
Link road, remain unchanged. Development of Didcot
Rail station is to start shortly.
The Kidlington Fire & Rescue call centre is to be closed
as there will be a new Combined Fire Control Room at
Calcot, following the merger of Oxfordshire & West
Berkshire services.
From next year, Big Society Funding will change, as
Councillors will control a budget for local projects,
similar to the Local Area Stewardship Fund.
An abbreviated version of the report from our District
Councillors is given below on page 7.
Also in the open Forum, Mr Ricketts asked to speak on
allotment matters, since he was prevented from
attending that part of the meeting by the regulations that
form part of the new Code of Conduct. There was doubt
about the propriety of this so he was refused.
Under Declarations of Interest, Mr Ricketts declared an
interest in the allotments items as he rented one. He had
also written to the Clerk asking for a dispensation from
the requirement to leave the meeting for the relevant
items, but too late for it to be on the Agenda so it could
not be considered.
After discussing planning matters, listed below, the
Council considered Lands matters. It was agreed to
increase pitch fees for the coming season by 10%.
There were then several items relating to the
Allotments. However, given that the Chairman of the
Lands Committee was not able to be present, the
Council decided not to discuss the resolutions. This
means that allotment rents for 2013 will remain
unchanged from 2012 rates.
The new Cemetery Policy document was adopted and
will come into effect immediately. A request had been
received from the War Graves Commission to erect and
maintain a war graves identification sign at the entrance
to the cemetery, so there will be a sign there soon.
Mrs Boughton-Waite reported that the Footpaths Walk
had taken place, and a report will follow; the Council
thanked her for organising the Walk.
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web. There being no August meeting, the next
meeting of the Parish Council is on Tuesday 11th
September. Items for the agenda need to be with the
Clerk, Mrs. S. Taylor one week before the meeting.
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Contact her on 01235 820006 where messages can be
left, email clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, or by post to
P.O. Box 223 Wantage OX12 2DH. Office hours, in the
Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays.

August 2012

Exhibitions at Cornerstone
Faster,
Higher,
Stronger

To contact Councillors, see the appropriate page at
www.harwellparish.co.uk

To 12 August

Planning Matters
Permissions:
P12/V0302 Proposed 2-storey extension at 11A Kings Lane
P12/V0674 Demolition of part of c 1990 extension at rear.
Conversion of laundry room to study at Fairlawn, Ch. Lane
P12/V0576 Demolition of conservatory, proposed 1-storey
side & rear extension at 11 Kings Lane
P12/V0371 Conversion of garage/workshop & extension to
form annexe adjoining main & loft conversion at The
Hudsons, Barrow Road
P12/V0579 Single storey rear extension & external porch at
Lamorna, Reading Road
P12/V0967 Demolition of rear extension. 1st-floor side
extension, single storey rear extension, window changes, roof
lights at Five Corners, The Barrow.
P12/V1003 & P12/V1081/LB Proposed bay window
extension & alterations at Tigin Barn, High Street
P12/V0755 Single storey rear extension at Ballut, Ch. Lane
P12/V1210/SCR Request for site screening opinion at Land
at South Drive - concluded Environmental Impact Assessment
not required.
P12/V0852 Erection of a single storey extension to the rear of
the existing property at Roosters, Kings Lane.
Appeal:
P12/V0372 Erection of a single 2 bed dwelling at Land
adjacent to 8 Wantage Road.
Applications
P12/V1040 Erection of religious meeting hall & new
vehicular access at Land adjacent to Fieldside, Didcot Road.

This is our annual open exhibition, which this year
celebrates the Olympics coming to London. The
exhibition is a collection of artwork by local and
regional artists in response to the Olympic motto –
faster, higher, stronger. Expect sport-inspired images,
as well as other interpretations of the phrase

The Invisibles
28 August to
30 September

This reflective exhibition is the response from a group
of mature students to the theme of loss and
disappearance and its effect on the human condition.
The artists working a variety of media, creating a varied
and interesting exhibition.
Entry to the visual arts gallery is absolutely free, so
please drop in any time. From local amateur artwork to
contemporary craft or photography, our programme is
varied, so our exhibitions appeal to all tastes. What kind
of visual arts inspire you? Remember to share your
thoughts in our comments folder!

The Council accepted that this would be surrounded by Great
Western Park development within a few years, and therefore
the grounds on which it would have objected do not have the
same relevance.
P12/V1128/HH Proposed new vehicular access onto Didcot
Road B4493 at Rose Dene, Didcot Road
P12/V1121 Erection of studio/garden room at Wellow House,
High Street.
P12/V1300/HH Replacement of existing garage & side
extension by new side & rear extension & garage etc at
Yearlings, Downs Close.
P12/V1225/HH 2-storey side & rear extensions at Eastfield,
Reading Road
P12/V1246 & P12/V1247/CA Demolition of garden wall,
erection of new garden wall & new access onto highway, 3
Jennings Lane.
P12/V1355 & P12/V1356/LB Renovations & alterations to
listed farm house & barn at Kings Farm House, Townsend
P12/V1365/HH Demolition of existing garage. Proposed
single storey side & rear extension, new window to first floor

side elevation at 24 Westfield
P12/V1017 Variation of planning permission P09/
V0227 to extend time from 3 to 5 years at 52 Westfield.

Lewis Beadle and Son-in-law Craig Cruickshanks (Harwell
resident) Competitive rates and professional service
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Places still available on the Vale of White Horse
DC's summer holiday sports programme
There are still places available for activities on the
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse holiday
sports programme which takes place throughout the
summer.

Are you a parent or carer for a baby or toddler, or even
a mum-to–be? If so, come along to Fun Club and make
new friends.
We meet each Tuesday (term time) at the Harwell
Village Hall, 9.30am to 11.30am.
We have a wide variety of toys for all ages, a weekly
craft activity, and there is a dedicated baby area.
The cost is £1.50 per family which includes a snack and
a drink for the children and adults.
Your first session is free.
We are currently taking a summer break and our next
session is on 11th September.
If you would like any further information please
contact: Catherine Gowers on (01235) 820277

Young people, up to and including the age of 16 have
the chance to try their hand at a whole host of sports
and activities which take place until the endof August
Among the activities which are still available for
bookings are athletics boxing, basketball, badminton,
football, golf, netball and table tennis. There are also
places available on two multi-sports days which
introduce young people to a variety of sports including
athletics, kwik cricket, rounders and tennis.
To celebrate the Olympics unusual sports such as
handball have been included as part of the “Try
Something New” day.
Bill Service, Cabinet Member for leisure at South
Oxfordshire District Council, said: “There’s still time to
book a place on the holiday programme. It has a
fantastic range of activities available, both indoors and
out, and is sure to prove a big hit with young people this
summer.”
Cllr Elaine Ware, Cabinet Member for Leisure at the
Vale, said: “This summer we expect to see young
people become interested in sport like never before, so
what better way to celebrate than to try out a new sport
on our holiday programme.”
Holiday programmes and booking information can be
viewed online by going to
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/holiday.
For further information please contact our joint sports
participation team on 01235 540379.
For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153
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Little Pippins
Little Pippins Pre-School is set in an idyllic orchard
within the village. The qualified, caring and
enthusiastic staff provide a stimulating and varied
programme of play for children from the age of 2 ½
to school age.
This term the children have enjoyed a trip to
Farmer Gows and our biggest sports day ever held
on the last day of term when we also said goodbye
and good luck to those leaving us and starting
school in September.
In June we had a very successful Cream Tea
afternoon to celebrate the opening of the outside
area. We would like to thank everyone who
supported us on the day and also all those who
have helped us transform the outside area from a
building site a year ago to the fantastic gardens we
now have.
Subject to final approval from the County Council,
Little Pippins will be the home of a holiday play
scheme for 3-11 year olds starting from the
October half term holidays. More information will
be on our website and our facebook page as it
becomes available
Little Pippins is a charity and is run by a volunteer
management committee consisting of parents and
ex-parents and ex-staff. The staff follow the Early
Years Foundation Stage curriculum to prepare the
children for school. The activities are planned by
staff taking into consideration requests from the
children and ideas formed from the children’s play
and interests. The children can play outdoors in
the garden or on the veranda every day and often
enjoy short walks around the village.
We offer the following sessions:
Breakfast Club – 8am to 9:15am
Morning Session – 9:15am to 11:45am
Lunch – 11:45am to 12:30pm
Afternoon Session – 12:30pm to 3pm
After School Club – 3pm till 6pm - (in association
with Harwell School)
There is more information on our website, or you
are always welcome to call in anytime during term
time and have a look round. Our contact details
are:
Tel 01235 821741, email
littlepippins@btinternet.com
Website www.littlepippins.org.uk
Facebook www.facebook.com/LittlePippins
Little Pippins Pre-School, Freeman Orchard,
Gaveston Road, Harwell, OX11 0HP
th
Autumn Term starts on Wednesday 5 September

August 2012
The Poppy Tea Room
We would like to invite you to join
us on alternate Tuesdays either
for Lunch or Tea. Our Tea Room
at the British Legion is for people
in the Parish who would like to get out of the house
more and make friends with new people. If you should
need transport due to a disability please ring John on
Abingdon 835870 and we will arrange transport. There
is plenty of parking and easy access with a ramp.
Teas: 7th, 21st Aug, 4th and 18th Sept., 2.30 to 4pm.
Homemade cakes and tea / coffee, all for only £1.50. If
you want to, you can have a go at our table quiz or have
a go at our raffle, it's up to you. We also have a book
stall for you to browse through.
Lunches: 14th, 28th August, 11th, 25th September.
Cooked lunch, bar facility. Please reserve a table in
advance by telephoning the club (221126).
Also Sunday lunches, usually once a month - check the
Legion calendar on www.harwellrbl.co.uk
The Poppy Tea Room Committee of The Harwell Club
RBL Westfield.
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Harwell Jubilee Playground
We are up to date with our progress on the
refurbishment of the playground; tenders have been
received and have been approved by the Parish Council,
who have chosen Playground Services of Hungerford to
complete the project.
We are intending to split the project into phases and
have raised enough money for the first phase, within the
original footprint of the play area. We are still raising
money for the phases outside the fence, which includes
the zip wire, spinner and nest swing, but feel that it
would be better for you and your families if we delay
the building until September, rather than have the play
area out of action during the summer holidays. By then
we hope to raise enough money to fund all stages. The
opening ceremony will also be delayed and we are now
suggesting late October/ Early November for this.
We have written to the many local businesses in our
area and would be grateful for names of other
companies who might help. If you work for, or have a
connection with one, do let us know! We are still
applying for grants and have just been awarded another
£3000 from RWE Npower, bringing our total raised so
far to £61000. We need another £25000 to complete
both phases, but are confident of achieving this.

Ed Vaizey local surgery dates
September 21st 2012 - Wallingford Town Hall
All Surgeries are held between 5:30 and 7pm
There is no need to make an appointment. Or you can
contact him by email – vaizeye@parliament.uk

Sue Greatbanks

Harwell Gardeners' Club
Our final visit of the summer is on Monday 6th August,
to the Earth Trust's Aboretum at Project Timescape,
Hill Farm, Little Wittenham. Meet there for 6.30pm.
Members £2.50 others £4.50 (refreshments extra)
To book or cancel contact Ruth Alexander 835359
We recommence our regular meetings on 3rd
September at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall
Talk - Late Summer Colour by Julie Ritchie
Competition: Longest Runner Bean grown from bean
provided in March
Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join
the Harwell Gardeners' Club.
Mobile Library
The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall car
park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the following
Wednesdays: 15, 29 August, 12, 26 September







REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
Free Estimates, No job too small
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com

2, Honey Lane, Cholsey OX10 9NP
Tel: 01491 651356 Fax: 01491 652470
Email: sales@wheelers-electrical.co.uk

Harwell News 175

Page 6
Harwell WI

We were accidentally ‘excluded’ from the June edition
of the Harwell News so I will repeat some of the things
we have done since the April News.
On 11th April John Owen from the RNLI talked about
20 years of service with the Institution, training,
fundraising and speaking about a lifetime connected
with the sea. I think the most amazing information we
learned from John was that the RNLI is now actively
involved with flood relief countrywide.
On Saturday 5th May a constant stream of members,
friends and visitors came to our Coffee Morning and
Plant Sale in The Village Hall. There was an
impressive selection of plants, vegetables, herbs and
bedding plants of all varieties. The scones with jam and
cream went down particularly well with the tea and
coffee. Thanks to all who supported the event. And on
9th May Liam d’Arcy Brown gave a lively and
interesting talk on the geography, history and culture of
The Grand Canal of China which is 1,170 miles long.
The victorious WI team defended their title at The
Harwell Feast Float Parade; their theme was 90 years in
the WI as the club celebrated its 90th birthday last year.
Their winning streak has now ended but great fun was
had by all!
On 13th June Alix Booth gave a brilliantly funny talk
with the puppets about the traditions of the ‘Punch &
Judy’ show through the ages. She had us in stiches –
‘that’s the way to do it’!! And two days later a number
of us went to Benson Parish Hall for a ‘Food &
Flowers’ demonstration. The morning consisted of
cookery demos with tasters for everyone, around 150
ladies, and in the afternoon there were some great
flower arrangements accompanied by amusing stories
throughout. And still in June, a small group went to
Filkins to visit the Museum and village history trail
followed by a yummy cream tea.
On 11th July Mouth & Foot Artist, Keith Jansz, was so
inspiring. He had a car accident 15 years ago and
became paralysed from the chest down, with only very
little use of his arms and hands. Obviously it changed
his life completely but he started to paint holding the
brush in his mouth and has become a world ambassador
for the Mouth & Foot painting Artists. Earlier in the
day, ‘Ladies who love to Lunch’ had lunch and then
listened to author, Jane Robinson talking about her book
‘A Force to be reckoned with’ – all about the WI of
course. This was at Benson Parish Hall.

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk

August 2012
There is no regular monthly meeting in August, but on
Tuesday 14 August there is a walk from Wallingford,
via the Castle Grounds, to The Waterside Café at
Benson for coffee and cake!
After the summer break, on 12th September Carol
Hunt will be Re-inventing your wardrobe, giving
practical, moneysaving ways to update and/or embellish
existing clothes.
10th October Chinese Medicine; 14th November Corn
Stars and 12th December Christmas Cooking takes us
up to Christmas again!
There are also theatre trips as and when available during
the year which are notified to those wishing to be
involved.
Many other outings are organised by
Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and these can be joined
by the members via the Club Treasurer.
Come and see for yourself. Find out at first hand the
many interesting speakers, visits and outings we have to
offer. Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on
the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more information about joining us or
about any of our activities, contact our Secretary, Penny
Marsh, 01235 835430, email penny@digitalsafaris.com.
(my apologies for poor proof-reading – ed.)
JANET LYNN FOOTCARE
Mobile foot care services including nail trimming,
treatment of corns, calluses, fungal nails and more in
the comfort of your own home
Day, evening and weekend appointments available
Janet Lynn MCFHP MAFHP
Tel: 07714 568115
www.janetlynnfootcare.com
Fully insured and with a clear CRB check

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking
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Vale News
WEEE – disposal of all your small electrical and
electronic items:
In response to the introduction of Waste Electrical and
Electronic Equipment (or 'WEEE') regulations, the Vale
has installed special distinctively pink bins recently in
Sainsbury’s car park, Wantage and Tesco in Abingdon.
We can now recycle all our small electrical and
electronic items, such as hairdryers, kettles, irons,
telephones, handheld video games and all other small
electrical/electronic items.
Household batteries
You can now also recycle your household batteries with
your kerbside collections; this aims to tackle the
problem of batteries in landfill, where they can leak
mercury, lead or cadmium into the ground causing soil
and water pollution - a health risk for humans and
wildlife.
You can start collecting all your AAA, AA, C and D
size batteries as well as button, mobile phone, laptop
and rechargeable batteries in a clear plastic bag.
How the system will work?
1. Fill your clear bag, such as a sandwich bag, with your
old batteries.
2. When it’s full, leave it out for collection on top of
your green recycling bin
Please note, that car batteries will not be collected in
this scheme – take them to your nearest household
waste recycling centre.
Call for community events to sign up to tourism
website:
People in the Vale of White Horse staging community
events are being encouraged to advertise them on the
new tourism website www.southernoxfordshire.com.
Events which are aimed at bringing people in the many
southern Oxfordshire communities together, as well as
encouraging people from outside the area to pay a visit,
can be publicised for free on the events listing section.
So if you are planning a fair, market, festival or other
medium to large-scale get together that is open to the
whole community why not advertise it on
www.southernoxfordshire.com, the perfect site for
things to do and see across the area.

August 2012
more visits to the Districts, particularly in terms of
overnight stays, resulting in increased income to the
local economy.
Whether you’re holding a village celebration, a regular
market, an annual music festival or a one-off town
centre event, www.southernoxfordshire.com is the
perfect place to ensure you reach a large number of
people and to encourage visitors from outside the area
to experience what the Vale and South Oxfordshire has
to offer.
Your views count in District-wide residents’ survey:
There could be a knock at the door for people in the
Vale of White Horse in the next few weeks as the
district council undertakes its first residents’ survey.
From 2nd July the Council is contacting 1,100
individuals to conduct face-to-face interviews to find
out their views on Council services, how satisfied they
are with the Council and how well informed they feel
about the council’s work.
The results of the survey will help the Council identify
areas for improvement and set targets to check progress.
Historically, the Vale has used citizens panels for this
information, but has now decided to conduct a
residents’ survey as well after positive feedback from
other local authorities in the area that have used them to
good effect.
The interviews are being carried out by M-E-L
Research. All representatives will carry ID but anyone
who is unsure or would like more information can
contact the council’s consultation officer Kate Prince on
01235 547614 or haveyoursay@southandvale.gov.uk.
Information about the survey and other ways to give
your views are also available at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/haveyoursay
Cllr Matthew Barber, Leader of Vale of White Horse
District Council, said: “Keeping up to speed with the
views of residents is vitally important for us. This
survey will help us decide our long-term priorities
going forward as well as helping us find ways to make
specific improvements to our services.”
From your District Councillors, Reg Waite & Mrs
Margaret Turner.

The site offers visitors information about the various
towns and villages in the two Districts, highlighting the
rich history, days out, events; where to stay, eat and
drink; and some fascinating facts which help to bring
the area to life.
Anyone wishing to list an event on the site should
contact tourism@southandvale.gov.uk.
www.southernoxfordshire.com, which can also be
accessed via the existing district tourism address
www.visitvale.com, is funded jointly by South
Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils.
Annually tourism is worth £428 million to the
combined local economies of South Oxfordshire and the
Vale of White Horse, supporting more than 7,000 jobs
and attracting 7.75 million day visitors and 638,000
staying visitors. Both Councils are keen to encourage

BEAUTIFUL HANDMADE
KITCHENS & ISLANDS
∙ Painted or waxed ∙
∙ Bespoke windows and doors ∙
∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙
∙ Extensions and building services ∙
www.fox-wood.co.uk
Tel/Fax:01235 835553
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk
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32nd Harwell Village Produce Show

Jubilee Scarecrow Competition

Saturday 15th September

Janice Markey’s winning Royal Gardener:

at Harwell School
Schedules are now available at the Village shops.
There are lots of things you can show apart from
vegetables, fruit and flowers. Have you taken any
photos of a Jubilee event or of something Regal or
Olympian? Made some summer jam or jelly or
think your fruit scones can compete with the best?
Among the 135 classes there are 9 photography, 13
'domestic' and also children's classes, for from 4-5
years upwards. So get your schedule soon!
Details of entries to be in by Tuesday 11th Sept.

Harwell Open Gardens
The Committee would like to thank the Little
Pippins, St Matthew's Church Bellringers, the
Allotment Holders and the owners of the gardens
open on July 15th. A total of 162 visitors looked
around the gardens and proceeds will be in the
region of £800, to be divided between The
Refurbishment of the Adventure Playground
project and Harwell Gardeners Club.

2nd placed Royal Barge, recession version:

The Scarecrow Competition, on a Jubilee theme, which
took place on the allotments, was won by Janice
Markey (her speech bubble says One is weeding one’s
onions) with Martin Ricketts placed second and Janet
Sturdy third. There was a lot of royalty on the
allotments that day!

3rd: Janet Sturdy’s Gardening Monarch:

Harwell News 175
Independent Music Group wins Netmums
‘Favourite Preschool Class’
Local parents have voted Busy Bees Music Group their
favourite preschool class in Oxfordshire.
Rachel Shearer, who started running pre-school music
classes over 20 years ago, and runs Busy Bees Music
here in Harwell Village Hall on Fridays, said “I’m
highly delighted to have won. We have such fun with
musical activities at Busy Bees, which I designed for
the whole family to enjoy together, and at only £3.20
per family it is very good value, one of the benefits of
being independent.”
The group beat off competition from lots of other
classes in the area – and will be listed as the region’s
best on the UK’s biggest parenting site Netmums.com.
Entire families have been through the ‘Busy Bee
experience’. Typical is the Clay family who started
coming to Busy Bees Music Group five and a half years
ago, first with Ellen (5) and now with Rose (3.5). “I
have always enjoyed coming with the girls,”
commented their mother, Sarah Clay, “We learn new
songs as well as old favourites, and the girls are always
singing. I managed to arrange my working life to have
Wednesdays free just so that I could keep coming to
this group, so I had no hesitation in nominating Rachel
when I saw that Netmums.com were asking for our
favourite classes.”
That view was endorsed by many other ‘Netmums’ in
the county and Rachel came in top. She says, “We are
very lucky in this part of the country to have so many
activity groups for preschool children, and of course the
Internet makes it so much easier to find out where they
are happening. The Oxfordshire Netmums website is a
treasure trove of local information for parents.”
Although many of Rachel’s classes are full for the rest
of this term she is taking bookings for the autumn term
starting back the second week in September. “We are
saying goodbye to quite a number of 4 year olds who
are off to school,” she says. “So there are always more
spaces available in the autumn term.“
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One session that doesn’t have to worry about waiting
lists is Baby Music. “I love doing the classes for little
babies and their adults, it is quite a speciality of mine,”
says Rachel. “But it runs on a ‘pay when you come’
basis as babies only a few weeks or months old are
hardly reliable timekeepers! People are welcome to
join in at any point in the term, no need to book – just
check our website for dates and times”
www.busybeesmusic.co.uk
www.facebook.com/busybeesmusicgroup
For more information please contact Rachel Shearer
Rachel.shearer@tesco.net
01235 521039
07870 212110
Information about Netmums:
Founded in 2000 Netmums is the UK’s biggest
parenting website.
With over 1.2 million members and five million visits
every month it is the UK’s busiest social networking
and information site for parents.
The site hosts over 151 local websites and 500 national
meet-up groups for mums. Each year over three and a
half million parents are supported by Netmums
specially trained teams of parenting experts, including
staff from Relate, Women’s Aid and the Family Rights
Group. The site also provides one-to-one support for
more than 30,000 of the UK’s most vulnerable mums
each year

ANTIQUES - Wanted
Single items or deceased effects cleared
Jewellery, silver, china, etc.
Furniture Pre 1930
Telephone 01235 221152

Rachel with some of the families from one of the four sessions in Harwell on Friday mornings
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NHS 111
The new number for the future of non –
emergency health services
is coming to Oxfordshire
What is this about?
A new three- digit number 111 that will make it
easier for patients to access local NHS healthcare
services. It is coming to Oxfordshire Summer
2012; NHS 111 will be available 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. Calls from landlines and
mobiles will be free. The new service is part of a
national programme to make it easier for the public
to access urgent health services.
NHS 11 will get you through to a team of fully
trained call advisers, who are supported by
experienced clinicians. They will ask you
questions to assess your symptoms, and give you
the healthcare advice you need or direct you to the
right local service. The NHS 111 team will, where
possible, book you an appointment or transfer you
directly to the people you need to speak to. If they
think you need an ambulance, they will send one
immediately – just as if you had originally dialled
999.
What is happening in Oxfordshire?
We aim to go live Summer 2012. Information will
be distributed widely across Oxfordshire to inform
people about the launch of the new NHS 111
service.
What do members of the public need to know?
You should call NHS 111 if:
You need medical help fast, but it is not a 999
emergency
You think you need to go to accident and
emergency or another NHS urgent care service
You do not know who to call for medical help or
you do not have a GP to call
You require health information or reassurance
about what to do next
For less urgent health needs, you should still
contact your GP in the usual way.
For more information please visit the NHS Choices
website at www.nhs.uk/111
If you have any questions about the introduction of
the 111 service in Oxfordshire please email:
NHS.111@oxnet.nhs.uk
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St. Matthew’s
Harwell Church is organising a number of community
events over the coming months; we'd love you to join us!

'On Your Marks' Holiday Club for primary-age
children, 20-24 August at Harwell School.
Clothing Cycle quality, cared-for second-hand
clothing sale, 1 September, 1-3pm at the
Church Hall*.
Nicer than a jumble sale with proceeds to
community activities. FREE cafe.
Harvest Sunday, Church service on 7 October
at 11am, with Lunch and Produce Sale
on Monday 8th at the Village Hall.
Moonrakers Celtic traditional and
contemporary music (harp, strings
vocals) (provisionally) 12 October- an
evening concert in the Church.
Plus - now weekly:
Fledgelings - FREE drop-in play and refreshments for parents/carers and their children, baby
to school age 9.30 -11.30am in the Church Hall*
More information about all of the above and much
more on the church website
www.harwellandchiltonchurches.org.uk or from the
Church ofice on 83 42 56.
* On the corner of Wellshead and The Park. Our
attractive Hall with well-equipped kitchen and its
own car park is also available for hire - see the
'news and features' tab of our website or call
the office!
The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell .
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992
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Obituary: Raymond Henry “Jake” Castle
Harwell Royal British
Legion is saddened to
report the passing of
one of its stalwart
members, Jake Castle
on 8th July 2012 at
the age of 76. He
would always take a
full part in all Legion
parades and activities.
He enjoyed his sports including the Aunt Sally, Darts
and Crib teams. His crowning glory was to serve for
many years as Entertaiments Officer, travelling miles
around to check out new acts for the Club’s Saturday
Dances. On many occasions he would phone round to
find a replacement when acts cancelled at the last
minute so there was always something on for people to
enjoy. He also served a term as Club President.
He worked many hours every year for the Harwell Feast
Committee, preparing and tidying the site and directing
traffic, turning his hand to any task that needed doing,
long before people arrived and long after they had left.
Many local people will have enjoyed the day trips he
organised with Jim Mulford, as well as Easter and
Turkey Tinsel weekend holidays.
He took part in charity work, including the sponsored
Poppy Appeal walks, and a sponsored walk from
Harwell to Wantage and back in fancy dress for Chidren
in Need. He was an agent for the weekly bingo for the
Harwell Senior Citzens Fund.
Villagers may remember his years delivering coal for
local coal merchants. In later years he worked as a
gardener in the village and had an egg delivey round.
His funeral took place on 19th July 2012 and was
attended by his family and many friends. Always
cheerful, dependable, kind and generous he will be
sadly missed.
R C East President Harwell RBL Branch
Domestic & Insurance work specialists

Traditional plastering
With a modern, professional service!

Over 20 yrs of clean, quality finishing!
Visit our website for more info & our
Extensive list of services

www.southernplastering.co.uk

01235-814413

07956-586778
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The Dearlove family
Hi, my name is Sandra Nelhams I have been scanning
web sites pertaining to Harwell village. My husband's
Maternal family were the Dearloves; his mother was
Gertrude Mary Dearlove, born 1914, and her father's
name was Daniel and her mother was Ellen. She had
three brothers Arthur, Joe (he owned the butchers in
village) and James. On the parish website there are two
photos of interest to us - The dinner given to WW1
veterans in which there is a Dearlove near the front with
a cap on. Could this be Daniel? If so it is the only
known photo of my husband's grandfather. The other is
a picture of children on May day 1921 a little girl at
front wearing a hat this could be my late mother in law.
If anyone can help with these queries I would be so
pleased and would dearly love to have copies of the
photos if they are indeed Daniel & Gertrude. I came to
your Village only once just after our marriage in 1963
and visited Unlce Jim and his family to show them the
wedding photos he had I think two boys are they still
living in the village now? Thanking you in anticipation.
Sandra – contact sanchastwirly@talktalk.net

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell
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Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education
Centre Events

Tue 7th & Thurs 9th August - 10am - 4pm
Come and meet Denis our friendly Dinosaur, go hunting
for dinosaur eggs and dig for bones. Learn more about
dinosaur's distant relatives who live on the nature
reserve today.

Activities take around two hours. Picnics welcome
Remarkable Raptors
Tue 14th & Thursday 16th Aug 10am - 4pm
Meet some real raptors and birds of prey then explore
the nature reserve. Hunt for mice and see if you have
the eyesight of a kestrel. Build a giant osprey nest and
dissect an owl pellet to find out what it had for dinner.

Family Fun - Wildlife Detectives
Tue, Wed, Thursday, 21st to 23rd August - 10am - 4pm
See what you can discover about the animals living on
our reserve. Fun activities to get the whole family
excited about nature.

Discover and Play:
Forest School for pre-school children
Fridays 10th & 24th August 10am - 12 noon.
Come to The Clumps for a morning of play and
discovery in the woods. Particularly for pre-school
children - up to 5 years, younger siblings are welcome.
The Forest School model originates in Scandinavia, it is
an inspirational way of offering children the opportunity
to develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on
learning experiences in a local woodland environment.
The session is lead by a trained Forest School leader.
We will meet in the Earth Trust Centre car park and
walk to Round Hill where we will be based for the
morning. There is no charge, please bring imagination,
enthusiasm and probably wellies - sessions will go
ahead whatever the weather!
Little Explorers:
a sensory sensation for babies and toddlers
Tuesdays 14th & 28th August 1.30 to 3pm
Come and explore the Earth Trust with your baby or
toddler - buggies (ideally all terrain), walkers and
talkers all welcome. During these sessions we will be
exploring and using all our senses to learn about the
natural world around us: stopping to smell, touch, taste,
listen and look! We will walk a different route each day.
These sessions are particularly for babies and toddlers,
although pre-school siblings are very welcome.
Toilets will be available at the Earth Trust Centre, you
may like to bring a drink and snack.
Free - No need to book - just turn up! For more
information please contact Jenny Cresse:
jenny.creese @earthtrust.org.uk
Earth Trust Centre, Little Wittenham, OX14 4QZ

Just drop in, there is no need to book.
Activities take around two hours. Picnics welcome.
£3/child suggested donation. No dogs please.
We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE
Contact: Katie Fenton 01235 862024
katiefenton@bbowt.org.uk
Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of
Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not those
of the Parish Council. Items for the October issue should be
supplied by September 20th, and are preferred as not in pub
format. Please put your organisation's name in the file title!
email news@ harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is organised by Mrs. Pat Staples, tel. 01235
833660, advertising queries to the Clerk - see page 2,
Martin Ricketts, editor.

