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Parish Council Meetings
The October meeting began with the Open Forum, at
which PCSO Kirby reported on recent incidents in the
Parish. He hoped their attendance would be more
regular in future, and they intended to prepare a
newsletter item specific to Harwell – see page 11for this
month’s.
Reg Waite reported on District Council matters,
including that the Vale WHDC intended to vacate some
of its Abingdon office and relocate to Crowmarsh.
Oxfordshire County Council and Abingdon Citizens
Advice may rent space in the Abingdon office.
Mr Charlie East had left the Council’s employment at
the end of September, and thanks were formally
recorded for his contribution to the management and
upkeep of the Parish and the Council agreed to present
him with a small gift.
The Council nominated Mrs Greatbanks for the Vale
WHDC Chairman’s Awards, for her dedication to the
Play Area Refurbishment project. There was to be a
lunch and awards ceremony later in the month. The
Council also wished to acknowledge Mrs Beswick’s
contribution to the project.
Under Planning, it was reported that the Alder View
Section 106 contributions for local infrastructure, were
still under discussion, and are still ongoing in late
November. Similarly, the S106 contributions for the
South Drive application are still not completed.
[Update: The developers have now submitted a Full
Application for Alder View, ref P13/V2445/FUL on the
Vale website, with comments due by mid-January.]
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erosion currently happening due to high usage by
youngsters on bikes.
At the Open Forum of the November meeting PCSO
Gary Kirby reported that there had been 2 recent
burglaries, where property had been taken from
outbuildings. They seemed part of a pattern of
opportunist thefts from garages and workshops on the
A417 corridor. A person recently convicted of a
burglary on Abingdon Road received a 4-year sentence
for this and other offences.
He mentioned the Neighbourhood Return scheme they
are promoting, to help those within the community
suffering from dementia. They are also trying to form
Neighbourhood Action Groups in villages.
County Councillor Stewart Lilly said that white gates
would be installed by the County Council at the
entrance to the village from Didcot, but did not have a
precise date. The Local Enterprise Partnership will be
funding improvements to A34 access at Milton and
Chilton; site plans are on the web. Due to the Milton
works due in the spring, work on Steventon railway
bridge will be postponed until the autumn next year.
He also reported that the 32 bus will soon become the
X1, with most buses continuing from Abingdon into
Oxford, providing a half-hourly service on the route
Harwell Campus – Didcot – Milton Park – Oxford. The
new timetable starts on 8th December – see page 2.
In the main meeting, the Parish Council approved that
the new staff member be appointed as per the
Employment Panel’s recommendation, following
interviews the previous week.

There was also discussion of the Vale’s proposal to
consult on Parish boundaries. These included putting
the Harwell Campus into one Parish instead of all three
of the neighbouring parishes. This consultation is
proceeding and is now open until 31st January for
another round of comments about the exact proposals.
There will be a final consultation for all those who will
be affected by the proposals.

On the question of installing a publicly available
defibrillator, raised at a previous meeting, Mike FoxDavies reported that the cost would be £1250 plus any
fitting charge, although a 50% grant might be obtained
from the British Heart Foundation. A power supply was
needed to maintain the battery. Possible sites were
deemed to be at the Village Hall and outside the shops;
enquiries would be made regarding these.

There was discussion of the invitation from the Village
Hall to have the Parish Council office in the new hall.
The main arguments in favour of relocation included
the more central location of the village hall, ease of
access to the Council by parishioners, greater security
for the Clerk, and better links between the Council and
other community organisations. The Clerk’s preference
was for the office to remain in the pavilion to make
liaison with grounds staff easier. However the Council
agreed that, subject to agreement about rent and
provision of services, the Council would take up the
Village Hall’s offer.

As part of the Village Enhancement project, it was
agreed to give £200 to the Royal British for planting
around its building. There was also discussion of
installing some fitness items in the Recreation Ground;
it was generally agreed that probably four items be
situated in a group, possibly near the British Legion
building, and to consult regarding the preferred items
and location - see page 12.

Under Lands matters, there was discussion about
obtaining outside advice on the gap in the bank in the
middle of the Recreation Ground – suggestions included
widening the gap to allow access for the gangmowers,
and strengthening the banks on either side to minimise

Mrs Boughton Waite had produced a note on the Rights
of Way following the footpath walk and was thanked
for it; it is available on the Parish website. The bridle
path from Reading Road to Broadway was mentioned
as still being blocked to horses although recorded as
walkable.
As part of the proposed Pavilion upgrade, it was agreed
that the Clerk should contact surveyors regarding a
structural survey of it, to establish the viability of any
upgrade project.
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Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web, in draft form until approved at the
following meeting. In December the Council meets as
Finance Committee to consider the budget and the
precept for 2014/15. The next Parish Council meeting
will be on Tuesday 14th January. Items for the agenda
need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S. Taylor one week
before the meeting.
Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk,
or by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to P.O. Box 223
Wantage OX12 2DH. Office hours, in the Pavilion, are
9am to 5pm Mondays. To contact Councillors, see the
appropriate page at www.harwellparish.co.uk.
Planning Matters
Permissions:
P13/V1735/FUL Crown Nursing Home High Street
Infill of corner under existing roof and other works
P13/V1634/HH White House Cottage High Street Fitting air
conditioning unit.
P13/V1933/LB Alms Houses High Street Replacement
windows and doors.
P13/V2068/LB Pollards Townsend Repairing garage roof.
P13/V2093/HH Willow Tree Cottage Barrow Lane Provision
of dormer window and internal alterations to form bathroom.
P13/V1695/FUL Rutherford Avenue Harwell Upgrade works
to security gate including changes to road and car parking etc.
Applications:
P13/V2307/LDP 16 Jennings Lane conversion of garage to
bedroom for a disabled person. The Council agreed to support
the application.
Applications registered since the Nov Council meeting:
P13/V2473/FUL Gibbs Yard Didcot Road Harwell Change of
use of former agricultural land to builders yard (B8 storage).
P13/V2465/FUL Frouds Yard High Street Demolition of nonlisted building in conservation area.
P13/V2460/FUL Frouds Yard High Street Erection of one
detached dwelling, access with detached garage

District Councillors:
Reg Waite reg.waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
& Mrs Margaret Turner, tel 01235 821248.

Christmas Fair & Tree Festival
run jointly by

Harwell School Assn. & Little Pippins Preschool
at the School
Friday December 6th from 6 to 8pm.

December 2013
County Councillor
I would like to take this opportunity of wishing all of
you in my Division a very happy Christmas and a
peaceful 2014.
Life has been tough at County Hall as Government cutbacks to Local Authority Grants meant tough decisions
having to be made, as budgets decreased. However,
compared with other County Councils and many
District Councils we have come up with innovative
solutions that will hopefully minimise the impact.
The good news is that local Bus Services are being
transformed. The 32 Bus will become Route X1 from
8th December. Timetables should be now available.
The X1 will provide a second means of access into
Oxford over and above the X32, which is also being rescheduled with new timetables. There will also be
additional later evening services. Watch out for details.
This has been as a result of extensive negotiations with
the Bus Companies by local Councillors, but more work
still needs to be done.
One of the County Councils prime responsibilities is the
care of the elderly. We anticipate a 30% increase in
demand over the next few years. Also many children at
risk have to be cared for by the County Council. In
excess of 400 children from troubled and dangerous
backgrounds are in the care of our authority. The ages
range from babies of just a few months to teenagers.
This is a statutory obligation, but many would be better
served by foster care or adoption. If anyone reading this
has ever given thought as to whether they would be
prepared to consider fostering or even adopting a child
do let me know, and I will put in touch with the
appropriate Department.
Local planning for infrastructure is another important
aspect, especially bearing in mind the number of
planning permissions being issued by the Vale of White
Horse District Council. I am determined that
Developers should pay appropriately for improvements
to our Highway systems and that additional funding is
sought from Government. Already funding has been
found for changes to the Chilton and Milton
Intersections on the A34. I'm also keen to ensure that
the Harwell Bypass is brought into being as swiftly as
possible. Matters such as these will all start to emerge
during 2014. Improvements to the A417 are also vital
and I am discussing various alternatives with Council
Officers.
Stewart.Lilly@Oxfordshire.gov.uk, tel. 832867

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out
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Little Pippins Pre-School
We are delighted to have been
able to refurbish our old cloakroom
courtesy of a very generous
donation from the Harwell Feast
Committee. The room is now used for nurture
groups and small group work and will provide a
place for the younger children to rest.
The photo on page 6 shows just a few of the new
resources bought with the Feast’s money which
include carpet, holistic baskets, multicultural
puzzles, big book case with books, and emotions
puppets. Thank you!
Little Pippins is set in an idyllic orchard in a
purpose built building with a large outdoor area in
the centre of the village. We are open during term
time providing pre-school care and education for
children between the ages of 2½ and 5 years. We
also offer a Breakfast Club for 3-11 year olds with
a walking bus to Harwell Primary School and to
After School Club at the end of the day.

Are you a parent or carer for a baby or toddler, or even
a mum-to–be? If so, come along to Fun Club and make
new friends. We meet each Tuesday in term time at the
Harwell Village Hall, from 9.30am to 11.30am.
We have a wide variety of toys for all ages, a weekly
craft activity, and there is a dedicated baby area.
The cost is £2.00 per family which includes a snack and
a drink for the children and adults. Your first session is
free. If you would like any further information please
contact: Joanne - joanne.slade1@ntlworld.com

You are welcome to come and have a look round
and speak to the staff or you can download a
registration form from our website where you will
also find more information about what we offer.
Our charges from 1 September are:
Breakfast Club – 8am to 9:15am - £5.00
Morning Session – 9:15am to 11:45am - £10.00
Lunch – 11:45am to 12:30pm - £2.75
Afternoon Session – 12:30pm to 3pm - £10.00
After School Club – 3pm to 6pm, in association
with Harwell School
Nursery Education Funding is available from the
term after your child’s 3rd birthday for up to 15
hours per week and we also offer some funded
places for 2½ year olds. Our contact details are:
Tel 01235 821741, littlepippins@btinternet.com
Website: www.littlepippins.org.uk
Little Pippins Pre-School, Freeman Orchard,
Gaveston Road, Harwell, OX11 0HP

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall
car park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the
following Wednesdays: Dec 4, 18, Jan 15, 29.

Village Hall’s Auction of Promises
The Auction of Promises on 23rd November was
attended by about 70 eager bargain hunters. Our
auctioneer, Mr Henry Cooke of Mallams, efficiently
extracted the maximum possible from us with a dry
humour, making the process a very enjoyable one.
Popular items included one week in a holiday cottage in
France, a signed, framed Ryan Giggs shirt and tea with
Ed Vaizey in the Houses of Parliament which between
them raised £800. Half a dozen locally produced free
range eggs, once a week for 4 weeks, were very popular
so the lot was sold twice raising a total of £50! Overall
we raised just under £6000!
We are extremely grateful to all the businesses and
people who donated so generously to the event. And of
course a big thank you to the core organising
committee: Alison Fautley, Barbara Jackson, Fiona
Tankard and Sally Wrigley, and to our auctioneer Mr
Henry Cooke who kindly donated his professional
services.
Julia Dionian







REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
Free Estimates, No job too small
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com
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HARWELL WI

John Child

Well, here’s the last missive of this year. At the October
meeting, to which partners were invited, Mike Payne
gave a fascinating and humorous insight into the
History of Pinewood Studios. At the end of October a
meeting of all the Clubs in our area was held in
Blewbury Village Hall and the speaker was Carol
Bunyan, descendant of the famous John Bunyan; having
been involved with TV and radio for many years, she
became an author for the first time aged 60

Jan Child and family have been greatly comforted by
the many cards and kind messages of condolence
received after the death of John.

New in November, some of you may not know that The
Hart of Harwell has started opening for coffee and
pastries between 9.30 and 11.30am on Mondays and
Wednesdays every week. Several members now meet
at The Hart on Wednesdays to support this venture.

Information for all patients at Woodlands
Medical Centre, Didcot

In November Lynda Warren talked about A Dickens of
a Christmas, which was a fascinating insight into not
just Christmas, but life in general in Dickens’ time. He
was quite a lad!!!
On 11th December Mike Amphlett will talk about
digital photography and our Christmas photos, with an
invitation to bring along cameras to try and help sort out
any problems. Afterwards there’s a ‘Pudding Party’!
Christmas over and on to the New Year! On Wednesday
8th January a speaker from The Thames Valley Air
Ambulance will be talking about the incredible and
essential work they carry out on a daily basis in the
county, relying solely on public donations.
The rest of the WI year brings ‘The Midwives’ in
February and finally the General Meeting in March
followed by a Cheese & Wine Evening.
There are Theatre trips, as and when available, which
are notified to a mailing list of those wishing to be
involved. There are also many other outings organised
by Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and these are
advertised in our monthly newsletter, News & Views,
and can be attended by the members and booked via
Andrea, our Club Treasurer.
Come and see for yourself. Find out at first hand the
many interesting speakers, visits and outings we have to
offer. Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on
the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more information contact our
Secretary, Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430. Email:
penny@digitalsafaris.com.

We were overwhelmed by the large number of people in
the church for the funeral service. We would also like to
thank you most sincerely for the generous donations to
the Thames Valley Air Ambulance Trust, the amount so
far being £900.Thank you all very much.

The Woodlands Patient Reference Group (PRG) is a
group of surgery users working with the practice and
together we hope to get a balanced view of issues and
challenges currently affecting patients and clinicians.
Ann Sadler, Practice Manager of Woodlands reports:
‘The PRG can be of huge assistance in helping patients
to understand why some things are necessary or
unavoidable, whilst at the same time identifying when
non-clinical decisions could/should be reviewed’.
The National Association for Patient Participation
(NAPP) promotes and supports patient participation in
primary care and advocates the possible PRG role in
supporting patients by promoting information and
signposting to other services and advice. For example
during: breast feeding week, diabetes awareness week,
or cancer awareness week etc.
Currently Woodlands PRG consists of 540 patients who
are consulted by email; on practice matters and receive
a very informative quarterly newsletter. This only
represents 5% of the practice population, so we would
like to encourage more patients to be involved. There is
an open invitation for all patients to attend informative
talks about health related topics several times a year. To
belong to the PRG you have only to provide your email
address to our secretary, Chris Browse, at the address
below. You will then receive all the information that we
send to members with no obligation whatsoever. Your
attendance at our meetings or other events is purely a
matter of your own choice.
If you would like more information please email Chris
Browse at: chris@ebenholz.co.uk

Happy Christmas to everyone

Lewis Beadle and Son-in-law Craig Cruickshanks (Harwell
resident) Competitive rates and professional service
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Harwell Village Hall
Redevelopment Project

Latest news:
Following the announcement that Taylor Wimpey will
be making a substantial contribution to our Village Hall
development, we are now waiting for the outcome of
the detailed negotiations between them and Oxfordshire
County Council. We hope to have more information for
you by the next issue. In the meantime please continue
to support our events as we still have a significant sum
to raise:

We are still aiming to break ground on the new
extension next spring and are going ahead with our
work on the detailed plans for the interior.
Our very busy Autumn schedule of events has been
very successful – thank you so much for your
continuing support. We have been ringing the changes
this season with a Singing with a Swing concert and an
Auction of Promises in addition to our ever popular film
event and wine tasting evenings. Our forthcoming
events are still in the planning stages but we hope to
have more details soon on all of them – keep an eye out
on the Harwell Village Hall website and for posters
around the village and on the display in Bob’s Butchers
window in the High Street.
Our current fundraising total from events, merchandise
sales, raffles, the 100 club**, donations, pledges, a
small grant and gift aid is:
£174,000!
Don’t forget we still need your support and there are
many ways you can help:
Get together with friends and hold an event, small or
large, it all helps – see the HVH website for help.

December 2013
Diary Dates 2014...

Friday 24th
January

Burns Night
Supper

A fantastic night in the
Village Hall – look out for
posters. More details will
be on the website soon!

Saturday 8th Busy Bees
February
Singathon

Harwell Village Hall,
10am – 11.30am. Vote for
your favourite songs.
More details to follow

February

More details to follow

Film Event

Saturday 1st Safari Supper –
March
come and join
in the fun again
this year!

Contact Debbie by email,
debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.
uk or phone, 01235
820760, to make sure you
are included on her
mailing list for this great
event – see page 8

April/May

Wine Tasting

More details to follow.

June

Murder
Mystery
Evening

Back by popular demand
with a new theme but just
as much fun! More details
to follow....

Please check the Village Hall website and the Fundraising
and Community facebook pages for more information on
these and future events:
http://www.harwellvillagehall.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/HarwellVillageHall
http://www.facebook.com/groups/360101054082012/?ref
=ts&fref=ts

Email a letter of support to Keith Beswick on
keith@kbeswick.co.uk or post it to him at Lime Tree
House, High Street, Harwell, OX11 0EX

Be part of it!
Please note, we will cease to operate the Just Giving
method for donations from the end of December as it
has proved expensive to administer.

Give a donation* –use Just Giving until end Dec 2013
by visiting the website, Text HVHR14 £10 to 70070 to
donate or simply send a cheque to Keith at the above
address, payable to Harwell Village Hall and marked
“Development Fund”.

If you would like to give regularly to the Development
Fund, we can send you a Standing Order Mandate to set
this up. Please contact Clare Wagner on 835425 or
clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk for more information and a
form.

*NB if you’re a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift
Aid declaration form so we can reclaim the tax as well!
Harwell Village Hall is registered Charity number
300161.
**We will be starting a new 100 club in January so if
you would like to join in (there are still 7 spaces left),
please email Sally on wrigleysally1@hotmail.com or
call Sally on 07711 593531 to sign up! Thank you for
your continued support.
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Feast Quiz winners

Little Pippins Pre-School helped by Feast

The Bell Ringers took the title this year

These puppets were among the new resources
provided by the grant from the Feast Committee.

Harwell Scout Group
Christmas Post
The cheaper way to send
your local Christmas cards!

Sue Greatbanks receives Vale Award
Cards can be
delivered to:

Harwell, East & West Hagbourne,
Blewbury, Chilton and Rowstock
Upton and Didcot

Collection
boxes
will be at:

Bob’s Butchers, The Hart
Head First Hairdressers, White
Horse Newsagents, Rowstock
Garage & RAL
1st Dec to 18th Dec, 2013
25p per card!

From
Cost:

Harwell Scout Group would like to wish all members
and their families and residents of Harwell a very

Happy Christmas!

Sue was nominated by the Parish Council for her
contribution to the Playground Refurbishment
project, here being presented with the award by Vale
Chairman Mike Badcock.
Harwell History Group

Has anyone seen our “fire engine” ?
Since the group was set up, some interesting artefacts
have come to light – the village horse trough, the village
bier, and a cherry picker’s ladder. What we should like
to track down is the Harwell 19th century “fire engine”.
This was a fairly small manual pumping
machine which was used not only at the
Great Fire of Harwell of 1852, but also at the
Didcot Station Fire of 1886. Other villages
had similar machines, and the East Hendred
one may still have been in use in the 1930s.
We have a photograph of the engine at one
of the Harwell feasts. Until, we think, the
1960s, the engine was kept in a shed at
Wellshead. An idea of the machine’s
appearance can be gained from an image
painted in the 1930s by Louis Kight. This
used to hang in the Village Hall, and
although it has now gone no-one knows
where, Martin Ricketts scanned it in 2003 so
we have this picture on the right.

Contact: Brian Zimmerman, brian@harwellscouts.org.uk

Louis Kight appears in the 1911 Census as an artist and
writer, aged about 49, living in Ealing. Someone of the
same name, known to be an amateur artist, was in the
ambulance corps in World War 1. The “fire crew” wear
top hats and agricultural workers’ smocks.
If you have any idea as to the whereabouts of either the
“fire engine” or the picture, or the men in the picture or
you know anything about Louis Kight, please contact
Heather Stevens on history@harwellvillagehall.co.uk
Jane M. Card.

Harwell News 183

Page 7

December 2013

Photos by Simon Haycox, left and Keith Beswick, above

Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service 2013
The 2013 Parade and Services were organised by the
Royal British Legion Harwell Branch and St Matthews
Church Harwell on behalf of Harwell Parish Council.
The Parade marched from Townsend to the War
Memorial in the High Street, and included Harwell
Parish Council, Royal British Legion Harwell Branch,
Didcot Detachment Army Cadet Force, 2410 (Didcot)
Squadron Air Training Corps, 1st Harwell (St
Matthew’s) Scouts and Girl Guiding Harwell, about 130
people in total and 10 Standards. The ATC and ACF
cadets formed a Guard of Honour at the War Memorial.
It was good to see all of the youth groups in attendance,
all gave an excellent account of their organisations.
The Commemoration at the War Memorial was
attended by about 450 villagers. It was conducted by the
Rector of Harwell Church. A choir from Harwell
Church led the singing. The Last Post was sounded and
the Two Minutes Silence observed. Wreaths were laid
by Harwell Parish Council, Royal British Legion
Harwell Branch, Didcot Detachment Army Cadet
Force, 2410 (Didcot) Squadron Air Training Corps, 1st
Harwell St Matthew’s Scouts and Girl Guiding Harwell.

Two Quality Rooms to Let
in Harwell Village
Would suite professional on medium or long term
contracts.
For full details call 07866 432585 or email
dgmoores@sky.com

The Parade marched to St Matthews Church, where
Standard Bearers from the parade formed a Guard of
Honour at the entrance to the Church. The Church
Service was attended by about 190 people.
About 30 people gathered for the Ceremony at the War
Memorial on the following day. The Branch President
led the Ceremony, the Last Post was sounded and the
Two Minutes Silence observed. The Branch Standard
was dipped in honour of the fallen.
Thanks are due to all who
attended or participated in the
Commemorations, also to
Harwell Gardeners Club for
maintaining the gardens
around the War Memorial and
Harwell Parish Council for
maintaining the surrounding
area.
Peter Cox, Harwell RBL
Branch Secretary
Photo right by Bob Girling
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Harwell Safari Supper 2014

Harwell Village Royal British Legion Club

The next village Safari Supper will take place on
Saturday 1st March 2014. This is a wonderful
opportunity to enjoy a meal, explore the village, meet
new faces and raise money for a good cause. It is a very
popular event, about 140 attended last year, so sells out
very quickly.

Notice of Club AGM

All money raised will go towards the Harwell Village
Hall redevelopment project. More information about
this project can be found on the Village Hall website,
www.harwellvillagehall.co.uk. Last time we raised
more than £2,500 and we are hoping to match that.
There is a sliding scale of charges depending on your
participation. The maximum ticket price is £20 per
person for those who do not provide any of the courses.
For that you get a delicious, home cooked, 3 course
meal including wine with the first 2 courses and coffee
with your dessert.
An email has been sent recently to the mailing list. If
you are interested in attending the supper and have not
received the email or would like to find out more, then
please email Debbie at debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk or
phone 01235 820760 to make sure that you are included
on the mailing list. We will start taking bookings in
January and expect places to fill up very quickly.

The Harwell Village Royal British Legion Club Annual
General Meeting will be held at the club on
Friday 31st January 2014 at 8pm
This will cover all aspects of Club business including
election of Committee members under the current club
rules. An update of the current trading position and
future development plans will be given. All members
are encouraged to attend.
Ian Clarke RBL Harwell Club Secretary.
Dogs …
The Parish Council continues to receive complaints
about dog fouling in several areas of the village, and
Environmental Wardens have been asked to visit; they
have the power to issue fines of up to £1000 to
irresponsible dog owners who fail to clean up their
dog’s mess. As there may be some dog owners in the
Parish who have difficulty in picking up their dog’s
mess, and so that these owners are not fined by
Environmental Wardens, the Parish Council would like
to point out that long handled Pooper Scoopers pickups
are available to buy locally - one we know of is Angel
Aquarium in Didcot.
St Matthew's Church Digital Projection System
St Matthew's Church has recently installed a new digital
projection system. The HD projector, large retractable
central screen, two side monitors and associated
equipment was 75% funded by individual donations.
We also received grants from Vale of the White Horse
District Council, the Harwell Feast Committee and All
Churches Trust Ltd. We are very grateful to all donors.
We hope that the new equipment will be of benefit to
the wider community as well as enhancing our regular
worship services. Why not see the new system in action
at a service over Christmas? Everyone welcome.

R H Fencing & Gates
Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking

All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell
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Aged 11 – 18? Fancy getting your hands on £100?
Vale of White Horse District Council has a total of
£4,000 available to recognise the achievements of
young people in the fields of citizenship, art and sport,
through its Awards for Young People scheme.
Young residents between 11 and 18 can win an award
of up to £100. There are three different classes:
Citizenship awards are for those who are dedicated to
helping out in their community for example through
helping in an old people’s home, volunteering at
community events, continued work with charities,
getting involved with local politics.
Arts awards are for young people who are actively
performing or exhibiting in music, dance, drama,
creative writing, painting, sculpture, photography, video
production, multi-media and crafts and other art forms.
Sport awards reward those representing Oxfordshire in
a sport.
Following the success of last year’s Young People
scheme, the Vale is keen to repeat this scheme - the
efforts of so many young people often go unnoticed so
it is the Vale’s privilege to bring them into the spotlight.
The closing date for applications is 15th January 2014.
For applications visit www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/grants
RBL Diary
3rd December Poppies Lunches
10th
Poppies Tea Room
14th
Xmas Ball –Buffet/Dance Night
15th
Children’s Xmas Party - Rugby Club
17th
Poppies Lunches
24th
Carols with Wantage Silver Band
25th
Xmas Day – Open 11.30am – 1.30pm
26th
Boxing Day Fun – Rugby Club
28th
Bullseye Supper Night
31st
New Years’ Eve Dance - Keith Live
7th January Poppies Tea Room
14th
Poppies Lunches
Management Committee
www.harwellrbl.co.uk club@harwellrbl.co.uk
01235 221126
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Harwell Village Club (RBL) – is a modern, exciting
and family friendly Social Club at the heart of our
village community. New members are always needed
to ensure the future development of this important
facility and the Management Committee would
welcome your views and ideas about what you would
like to see happening in the Club.
Although we are open to everyone, we do maintain the
principles of the RBL and fully support our past and
present servicemen and women by way of membership
and our continuing support of the Poppy Appeal.
The Club offers a fully stocked bar, at competitive
prices, along with versatile facilities to include snooker,
darts, a dance floor and stage area. See our website for
opening hours. Regular social functions include Dances,
Cabarets, Supper Quizzes, Family Discos, a New
Years’ Eve Dance, a Summer Ball and Race Nights.
Poppies Tea Room is open to the community for tea and
cakes, or a cooked lunch on alternate Tuesdays,
providing an ideal opportunity for a friendly chat and to
meet new friends. Check out our website for further
details. The Village Room is a comfortable lounge bar
venue in which to meet up with friends and has a
widescreen TV - ideal for watching sporting events.
The Club is supported by Harwell Bowls Club, Harwell
Rugby Club, the RBL Snooker Team, the RBL Darts
League for Men and Women and Harwell and Hendred
Boys’ Football Club. New team members are always
welcome, so do come along and find out more.
The versatile facilities are also available to hire out at
competitive prices for classes, societies, adult and
children's parties, courses, workshops, wedding parties,
christenings and funeral wakes etc. The well-equipped
kitchen, recently awarded 5 stars for Food & Hygiene
by the Vale, has cutlery and crockery to cater for up to
70 people and buffets and refreshments can be quoted
for if required. Full access and cloakroom facilities are
available for people with disabilities and there is ample
car parking.
The future of the Club very much depends on an
active membership - so do take a look at the website
and check out the facilities and social opportunities
we have to offer. Why not call in and see for
yourself and consider being part of it!
Membership forms are available in the Club or you can
ring us or send us an email for more information – we
look forward to seeing you soon.
Dates for Your Diary are to the left - check website
calendar for more details:
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Harwell & Hendred YFC News
The Village Youth Football teams
play each weekend – Please come
and support the village youth everyone is welcome. We thought
we'd let you know how well our
teams are doing at the moment. We have boys teams
from U8 – U14 in the Oxford Mail YFL and U12 in the
Oxford Mail Girls League (hopefully more girls teams
in the future)
U8s Saturday mornings (Mill Lane, East Hendred) winning
some games and having lots of fun U9s Saturday mornings
(Harwell Rec) improving all the time and winning most
games. U10s Saturday mornings (Harwell Rec) Top of the A
league 5 wins, 2 draws. U11s - Sunday mornings at AEA in
front of The Diamond building. - Top of the league 6 games, 6
wins! U12s share pitch with U11s Top of the A league 5
games, 5 wins! U12 girls In their first season Saturday
mornings Harwell Rec. Two wins so far U13s Sunday
mornings Harwell Rec 6th in the A league U14s share pitch
with U13s 2nd in the A league.

If you have a child aged 3-7 who would like to play
football bring them along to our Saturday morning
Soccer School at Mill Lane, East Hendred Call Richard
Frost on 07882 352 214 for more details.
Feast Village Quiz
The Feast Quiz Night was a great success with 11 teams
taking part. The teams played it close to their chests
holding their jokers until after the break. It was nip and
tuck throughout the evening with the lead changing
almost every round.
Third placed team The Dangerous Diggers were
rewarded for their efforts with the wooden spoon. The
runners up Where are the Hartleys received the
chocolate Santas for their gallant efforts and the
winners and new trophy holders for 2013 are The Bell
Ringers who fortunately didn’t drop a clanger as they
took the final round with an astutely played joker – see
the centre pages for photo.
BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education Centre

Wild About Reindeer- Christmas Crafts and Activities
Sat 14th December10:00am - 12:30pm
Look forward to Christmas with a range of Reindeer
themed crafts and activities for the whole family.
. Dress up warm as some activities are outside.
Booking essential. No dogs please
We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE
Contact: Ceri 01235 862024 sceec@bbowt.org.uk
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Harwell Gardeners' Club
Monday 2nd December 7.30 p.m. AGM & Party
Monday 6th January 7.30 p.m. Timothy Walker with a
talk entitled Boggery In The Garden - the renovation
and extension of the bog garden at the University
Botanic Garden, Oxford. Competition A winter photo.
Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall.
Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join
the Harwell Gardeners' Club.
If anyone is interested in shadowing the show secretary,
Adele Harris, this year with a view to running the
popular Produce Show in 2015 please let the chairman
of Gardeners’ Club, David Drummond know - tel
01235 821615.
Gardens of Kent
May 4th for 2 nights 3 days
£240 . Single supplement £36
Staying at the 4 star Mercure in Maidstone
Price includes Dinner Bed and Breakfast and all
entrance fees and tips
Itinerary is Great Dixter, Sissinghurst, Leeds Castle,
Penhurst and Barleylands
All Welcome – not just Garden Club members
Please reply to Adele Harris 26 Rymans Court Didcot
OX11 7GZ by 7th December - £25 deposit required
Aharris21@sky.com or 01235 811790
For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153

date for your diary Harwell Scout Group Quiz Night
On Saturday 22nd March 2014
From 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Details in the Feb. Harwell News
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Police News from PCSOs Deane and PCSO Kirby
Now is the ideal time to look at your home security. If
you’re not at home during the hours of darkness, you
may be at an increased risk of burglary. If no light is on
in your home, curtains are not drawn, and no car is in
the drive, it’s an obvious sign to an opportunist burglar
that nobody is at home. At this time of year it pays to
secure your home.
There are a number of simple and free ways to do this,
all of which will help reduce the chance of your home
becoming a target.
Visit a local retailer and pick up a 24-hour segment
timer for under £5. The timer can be used with a lamp,
radio or TV to give the impression that someone’s
home. Remember to use an energy efficient light bulb
Register your valuables on www.immobilise.com it’s
free and takes just a few minutes and if your valuables
are stolen, will allow you to tell the police, your insurer,
and the second-hand trade to assist in recovering your
property and catch the thief.
Keep valuables out of sight.
Lock your doors and windows, if you have a UPVC
door, make sure you have double locked it
The Wantage and Grove Neighbourhood Police team
are able to offer a free crime prevention survey on your
property and are able to give advice on suitable
products and tips, to reduce the chances of being a
victim of burglary. If you would like a survey please
call the non emergency number: 101 and ask to speak
with someone from the Neighbourhood Police team.
The festive season is now in full swing, make sure
Santa is the only stranger entering your home!
The festive season can mean burglary season. As this
time of year can be so busy it’s easy to forget things and
become distracted.
When out shopping don’t leave presents in your vehicle
it takes seconds for someone to grab them from your
vehicle, and never leave your keys in the car.
If you are going away, be cautious when using social
media such as FaceBook – do you really want to
advertise that your home is empty. Use timer switches
on lamps and if you feel you can, ask your neighbours
to keep an eye on place, you could even invite them to
park on your drive.
Dispose of boxes and rubbish discreetly. Leaving boxes
outside will give away the fact that you have new and
valuable items in the house.

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk
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Neighbourhood Action Groups (NAGs) are a key part
of Neighbourhood Policing in Thames Valley. The
NAG has not replaced Neighbourhood Watch and is
completely different.
A NAG is a multi-agency, problem-solving group that
consists of relevant partner agencies, key stakeholders
and, most importantly, members of the local
community. NAGs focus their work around the main
priorities that are identified after consultation with the
local community. Members, who are all volunteers, take
on responsibility for achieving certain tasks on behalf of
their neighbourhood. The Wantage East NAG is
inviting new members to join the group.
For more information about getting involved in your
local NAG, please call 101, the Thames Valley Police
non-emergency number. Ask to speak to a
representative from your local Neighbourhood Policing
team. Or you can enquire about joining your local NAG
by visiting your local police station.
The next “Have your say” meeting in Harwell will take
place on Sunday 1st December and then on Sunday 26th
January, both 12 noon to 1pm at the Village Hall.
Please come along if there is anything that you would
like to discuss with either PCSO Tim Deane or PCSO
Gary Kirby.

Harwell News 183

Page 12

December 2013

An opportunity to enjoy some
Outdoor Fitness Equipment in
the Rec?
The Parish Council is
considering installing some
outdoor fitness equipment in the
Recreational Ground and we
would like your comments.
The equipment is suitable for all
ages and abilities above 13 years
of age including retired folk!
Examples can be seen at
fresh-airfitness.co.uk
and in the photo below.
Your views would be welcome
by the Council - either e-mail our
Parish Clerk, Stephanie at
clerk@harwellparish.co.uk or
contact Sarah on 01235 221098
sarah.gaspar@ntlworld.com or
Dee Waite on 01235 861779 deembw@aol.com.
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Cornerstone Didcot Exhibitions
Clair Chinnery – Unruly Objects
to 21st December
BEAUTIFUL HANDMADE
KITCHENS & ISLANDS
∙ Painted or waxed ∙
∙ Bespoke windows and doors ∙
∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙
∙ Extensions and building services ∙
www.fox-wood.co.uk
Tel/Fax:01235 835553
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk

Christmas Photo Quiz
To get you out around the Village
over the holiday to locate where
the photos were taken – look at the
Parish web pages after 7th December
or phone 835628 for a paper copy.

Oxford-based artist and academic Clair
Chinnery has a background in
sculpture, Unruly Objects presents a
range of two and three-dimensional
artworks, evoking historic, institutional
and domestic environments, including
works commissioned for the London
2012 Cultural Olympiad
Janine Philips
9 January – 16 February

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated
and in reports of Parish Council matters any
opinions expressed are not those of the
Parish Council. Items for the February
issue should be sent by Jan.20th.
email news@ harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is by Mrs Pat Staples, Talbot’s
Way, Grove Road. Advertising queries to the
Clerk - see page 2 Martin Ricketts, editor

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell .
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,

Coasts and landscapes inspire this work that
explores colour, texture, composition and
the ephemeral qualities of light.
The paintings have surfaces that differ in
quality depending on whether they are
viewed up close or from a distance and also
change with the light within a given space,
so the paintings retain a dynamic quality for
the viewer.

No order paid for unless entirely satisfied

All exhibitions are Free

Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992

Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP

