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6000 new houses for Harwell and
adjacent parishes?
The Vale has published an update to its Local Plan,
which focuses on the provision of many more houses
than were being proposed twelve months ago, and a
disproportionate number of the extra houses are being
allocated to Harwell Parish. If you are reading this
before 4th April you still have time to respond to the
Vale and let them know your concerns. The Annual
Parish Meeting on 24th April will provide an
opportunity to discuss the proposals, although it's after
the closing date for consulting on this update.
However, the complete Local Plan will be published
again in August, prior to submission to an Inspector for
approval. This will be the final chance to comment on
the plans.
Comment is an understatement; the current housing
proposals will see the end of Harwell village as a rural
community and we will effectively be merged with
Didcot. 45% of Parish land that is currently farmland or
open countryside will be concreted over. 80% of the
current Parish boundary will have housing or other
buildings on one or both sides. There is nothing
proposed which will solve the traffic problems and the
village will be gridlocked at peak hours. The
government is committed to building houses by lifting
almost all the planning controls and encouraging
developers to put forward any schemes. The
government is also encouraging employment through
Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEP's). The Oxfordshire
LEP is planning a dynamic economy for our area, based
on Science Vale UK.
The increase in housing numbers in the plan is driven
almost entirely by forecast employment. The number is
put forward in just one place in the documents and none
of the supporting evidence has yet been published. We
just don't know what the evidence is to support the
claim for so many houses based on so many jobs.
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This plan is like a bulldozer, a juggernaut, a behemoth,
or even a tank, (choose 2 of 4) heading in our direction
and it is hard to see what can be done about it. With the
previous plan, there were many areas where the Parish
Council could look for improvements, and, subject to
those being made, it could accept the plan as tolerable.
With the current level of proposals for housing and
employment there is little that can be done to make
these more acceptable.
The Parish Council response is to deplore the impact of
proposed housing numbers, to reject the increase in
numbers for Valley Park, and specifically to oppose the
1400 houses put forward for Harwell Campus East in
the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
It has also observed that the transport infrastructure will
become gridlocked, and that there are no obvious extra
schemes that can be put forward, and hence the number
of houses proposed is unsustainable.
Not only does the plan propose large housing estates
near the village, it also proposes development on the
edge of the village itself. The proposal for 200 houses
on the north west of the village, north of Grove Rd,
behind the Croft, is difficult because of the problems
with traffic access north. Detailed papers released with
the plan update show that the Vale considered at least
10 sites around the village, but did not see fit to consult
the Parish Council in reviewing these sites for
suitability.
Summary of the housing proposals as they affect
Harwell.
Today there are about 1,000 houses in the Parish, just
over 900 in the village itself.
Great Western Park will have about 700 houses in
Harwell Parish. Additionally, Alder View with 65
houses is approved and should start soon.
The Vale would like to plan for the following:
Area
Valley Park.
East of Harwell
Campus.
NW edge of
Village.
Milton Parish.
Valley Park.
Milton Heights.
Totals:
Total for southeast Vale

In all the Vale

Map

EHC

To
2031
2,550
1,400

First
5 yrs
0
200

NW

200

200

400

0

MH

Additional
after ‘31
1,600
2,000

1,400

200

250

5950

600

3850

8200

600

20560 4025
Continued →

Annual Parish Meeting
Thursday 24th April 2014 at 7.30 pm
See page 4 for details
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Until the Local Plan has been signed off, the Vale has a
housing supply shortage and developers can put forward
any site they like and only in exceptional circumstances
can they be refused - development by appeal. Given this
background, the Parish Council will consider any
proposal on its merits, and, faced with the inevitable,
will work with the developer to make sure their scheme
provides as much benefit to the village community as
possible.
Based on comparing 2001 census data with that from
2011, the Parish Council believes that the village needs
more two or three bedroom houses, possibly
bungalows, and suitable for people to downsize into,
thereby releasing larger family homes to the market. It
regrets that the Local Plan does not set policy for
development, especially next to existing villages, to
require an appropriate housing mix. The Parish Council
will try to work with any proposed local developments
to make sure that a housing mix suitable for local needs
is put forward.
The Parish Council response is to object to the proposal
for the NW Harwell village site but to offer to work
with the Vale to review the possible sites and agree
others that might be more suitable (or rather, less
unsuitable). If it's not too late, do please let the Vale
know your views by 4th April and be ready to respond
again when the final version of the full Local Plan is
released again for comment.
We live in a beautiful part of the world, and have to
welcome the prospect of good employment opportunities, but we need to make sure that we don't end up
destroying all the things that make us want to live here.
David Marsh, Chair, Harwell Parish Council
This article was approved by the Parish Council on 11th
March 2014, and will be the basis of its formal response
to the Vale consultation.
See page 14 for information from the Vale District Council.
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Parish Boundaries
The Vale is carrying out a Community Governance
Review, which is the formal name for a review of
Parish boundaries. This process started a while back
with consultation on the terms of reference. It is now in
the final stage of consultation, after which the proposals
will be agreed, or not. Details are on the Vale website,
but the link is too long to print here, so look for a copy
of this item on the parish council website with links.
There are three proposals that affect Harwell:
1. To move the northern Parish boundary southwards to
align with the railway line. The Parish Council has no
objections to this.
2. At the moment the boundary passes through the
Harwell Campus in a straight line, regardless of
buildings. The proposal is to align the boundary with
the road structure to make a zigzag boundary. Note that
the latest review of District boundaries means that the
Harwell Parish part of Harwell campus will be in a
separate district ward, and as a consequence residents of
North Drive will be in a separate ward and will return
two parish councillors at the next elections. This new
proposal will mean that the District ward boundaries
also need to be redrawn. The Parish Council thinks that
all this is a pointless exercise and a waste of time.
3. To move all the area east of the A34 (the Didcot side)
into a separate parish, provisionally called Harwell East.
This is unlikely to take place in 2015, but in due course
Great Western Park will have about 700 houses in
Harwell, and later there will be Valley Park. The Parish
Council thinks that this is a proposal worthy of
consideration and will assist the residents of GWP and
the other nearby houses to establish their own identity.
Please review these proposals and let the Vale and the
Parish Council know what you think. Consultation
closes on 31st May 2014.
David Marsh, Chair, Harwell Parish Council

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell

New schools on Great Western Park
The Secretary of State has agreed the following
providers, which were the bidders preferred by the
Oxfordshire County Council Cabinet:
GEMS Education for the first Primary, due 2015.
GLF for the second Primary and the Secondary school ,
to be run as an all through school, due 2017.
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Parish Council Meetings
At the February meeting, in the Open Forum, PCSO
Kirby reported on recent crimes in the parish; in
January there was an incident of flytipping on Didcot
Road, criminal damage to a vehicle in Church Lane, and
criminal damage to a garage in Gaveston Road for
which an arrest and charge has been made. In February
there had been burglaries and break-ins and a vehicle
theft on Reading Road. Patrols have been increased and
enquiries are ongoing. PCSOs have been giving advice
on crime prevention and issuing Smart Water.
County Councillor Stewart Lilly said that funding is
now available for the additional slip-roads at Chilton on
to the A34, and for The Winnaway improvements. A
new bus route, the A1, is running on Tuesdays and
Thursdays between Didcot Station and Wantage, calling
at villages en route.
In the main meeting it was reported that there had been
no response to the advertisement of the Casual Vacancy
on the Parish Council. See the separate item if you are
interested, as the Parish Council can co-opt someone
until 6 months before the next elections, due May 2015.
Under Parish Lands matters, approval was given for the
Feast to be held on 26th May and the RBL Poppy Walk
on 11th May. Also agreed was additional expenditure if
necessary on the matting to go around the pieces of gym
equipment ordered recently, and at the gates to the
children’s play area.
Following a request by a parishioner in the Open Forum
that its bonfires at the allotments should not be left
unattended, the Council agreed that it would prefer that
no burning took place at the site at all. For the present
there seemed little option but to continue occasional
burning of green waste, but it was agreed that should be
strictly controlled by a groundsman. The Lands
Committee will look again at other options.
Under financial matters, the Council considered a
request from the Harwell RBL Club for a reduced rent
this year. Following discussion, Mrs Beswick proposed
that the Council would not set a precedent in granting
rent relief nor feel it appropriate that Council Taxpayers’ money should be spent on repaying debts
incurred by the Club. However, the Council would be
willing to consider an application for emergency funds,
providing that the application is supported by up-to-date
accounts and projections and demonstrates how the
grant will benefit the Club.
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At the March meeting, Mr Lilly in his report said that
he had made some inquiries about the road in Great
Western Park which was shown as a no through road on
submitted plans, and he was concerned that the road is
to be a permanent through access from Wantage Road
to Slade Road. He reported on the meeting of the A417
group of parishes, as did the Chairman. The County
Council is looking at improvements of the Blewbury to
Wantage section, including roundabouts at village
entrances and a separate but adjacent cycle path from
Rowstock to Wantage.
The report from District Councillors was mainly tabled,
and a separate item has details.
There was discussion of the response to be made to the
County Council regarding their Winnaway proposals
which are mainly to improve the route for cyclists.
Mr Marsh had circulated a draft response; after
discussion, the Council approved, by 9 votes in favour
to 1 against, that “The Parish Council is in favour of the
proposed scheme, and gives its full support, and in
particular welcomes the improvements at each end of
the Winnaway.
1. Council regrets that the middle section of the path has
to be diverted to the west side of the Winnaway and
hopes that some agreement can be reached with the
landowners so that the path can follow the route of the
existing path.
2. Council notes that there has been considerable
discussion about the merits and safety of the shared use
paths, that a safety review has been conducted, and that
more information about the proposed design has been
received from the OCC officer and hence has no further
comment to add to the discussion.”
There was considerable discussion of the Vale’s
proposals for housing in the area. It was agreed that the
document prepared by the Chairman for this newsletter,
on pages 1 and 2, should be the basis for the Council’s
response to the Vale, to be made by 4th April, and
delegated to the Chairman its preparation and
submission. It was also agreed that the Council should
support the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty in opposing the building of 1400 houses
in the south of the Parish and Chilton, east of the
Harwell labs and RAL site.
It was noted that the Local Governance review,
covering the Parish boundaries, is ongoing, and that
there will be a public consultation and letters will go to
homes affected by any redrawing of Parish Boundaries.
See the separate item on page 2.
Contd →
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It was approved that the monies provided to the Parish
Council under the Section 106 agreements for Alder
View are intended for the Village Hall Redevelopment
Project and it was agreed that the monies will either be
handed over to the Village Hall Trustees in a timely
manner, or they will be spent by the Parish Council for
the direct benefit of the Project. The funds will be paid
once the first house is occupied.
Mr Mike Fox-Davies had reported on the defibrillator at
the February meeting and now the Clerk said she had
progressing the installation of the heated cabinet,
liaising with Village Hall Trustees about a preferred
site. Once the equipment is installed, a guardian must be
appointed to carry out regular checks.
It was agreed the annual footpaths walk should be held
on Sunday 8th June.
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web, in draft form until approved at the
following meeting. The next Parish Council meetings
will be on Tuesdays 8th April and 13th May. Items for
the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S. Taylor one
week before the meeting.
Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk,
or by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to P.O. Box 223
Wantage OX12 2DH. Office hours, in the Pavilion, are
9am to 5pm Mondays. To contact Councillors, see the
appropriate page at www.harwellparish.co.uk.
New Bus Service
There is a new bus service, A1, serving villages around
Wantage but one bus on Tuesdays and Thursdays leaves
Didcot station at 11.15, passes through Harwell village,
and is at The Hare West Hendred at 11.35 and Wantage
Market Place at 11.53. There is a return bus leaving
Wantage at 13.23 and arriving at Didcot station at 2pm.
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Planning Matters
Permissions:

P14/V0040/DIS Crown Nursing Home High St.
Alterations.
P13/V0169/O District Neighbourhood Centre Great
Western Park. Outline application for an enlarged
supermarket from 1,000 sq. m to 2,375 sq.m (GIA).
Applications:
P14/V0236/EZ New space tech. building at Fermi Ave.
P14/V0253/FUL Erection of one detached dwelling
with access. (Re-submission of refused application
P13/V2460/FUL) at C C Interiors Workshops High St.
The Council wished to be assured that the reasons for
the earlier refusal had been addressed.
P14/V0416/HH Lyncombe Gables Didcot Road
Erection of a single storey rear extension.
P14/V0323/FUL Mulberry House Townsend Erection
of a three bed, two storey home with detached garage.
P14/V0304/HH Kirk Fell Barrow Lane Erection of a
two storey rear extension. Demolition of existing timber
shed and construction of brick built garage
P14/V0278/FUL Elmslea Didcot Road Erection of
replacement dwelling.
Annual Parish Meeting
Thursday 24th April 2014 at 7.30 pm
Harwell Village Hall
The Parish Meeting may discuss all Parish affairs &
pass resolutions about them. The Agenda will include:
Parish Council Chairman’s Report, Reports on the
Vale’s Local Plan, OCC’s proposals for The Winnaway,
Update on the defibrillator order.
Parish Council Vacancy
There is still a Casual Vacancy that the Council is able
to fill by co-option. There are no specific qualifications
for the role, other than enthusiasm and an interest in
local affairs, but candidates must have lived or worked
in the Parish for the last 12 months. Any of the existing
Parish Councillors will be happy to talk to you about
what is involved and the challenges faced by the Parish
at the moment.
There will be elections in May 2015 for the whole
Parish Council so your initial commitment would be for
a year. If you are interested in becoming a Parish
Councillor please contact the Parish Clerk.







REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
Free Estimates, No job too small
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking

Harwell News 185

Page 5

April 2014
Harwell & Hendred Youth Football
Club update

Are you a parent or carer for a baby or toddler, or even
a mum-to–be? If so, come along to Fun Club and make
new friends. We meet each Tuesday in term time at the
Harwell Village Hall, from 9.30am to 11.30am.
We have a wide variety of toys for all ages, a weekly
craft activity, and there is a dedicated baby area.
The cost is £2.00 per family which includes a snack and
a drink for the children and adults. Your first session is
free. If you would like any further information please
contact: Joanne - joanne.slade1@ntlworld.com

Harwell Village Tennis Club
Club Nights from 7pm Tuesdays and Thursdays
COACHING NOW AVAILABLE
Visit www.harwellvillagetennis.org.uk
Membership enquiries harwelltennis@hotmail.com
or phone Penny Barwell on 01235 834291
Annual Membership - £70 Family, £45 Adult, £15
Juniors U18/Students £10 Juniors U12
AGM
Tuesday 22nd April 7.45pm
At the Royal British Legion Hall
Tennis on the courts at 7.00 pm weather permitting.

As you can you imagine the rain has had
a major impact on the start of the Spring
league with many games having been
postponed in January and February due to waterlogged
pitches. Training has continued throughout helping to
keep the teams fit and ready for action. Thankfully, the
weather has picked up in March and all teams are now
playing catch up with many games having been
rescheduled.
Alongside the league games, cup games are also now
back on track. The under 14s have made it through to
the final of the Berks and Bucks Cup – no mean feat
with 86 teams having started out in the competition.
The final takes place on 30th March at Buckingham FC.
I am sure you will wish the boys all the best with this
and what a perfect Mother’s Day present if they win on
the day!
As mentioned in the previous issue 2014 marks the 10th
anniversary of HHYFC and plans are fully underway to
really celebrate this at the Club’s annual presentation
evening which takes place at Harwell Recreational
Ground on Friday 23rd May. Many local businesses
have come forward to help support this by sponsoring
player trophies for which we are extremely grateful. We
would also like to thank the Parish for their support and
help and we hope that players, their families and friends
of the Club will come along to what promises to a real
celebratory evening for the Club – once gain fingers
crossed on the weather front!
As ever we are always looking to encourage new
players and if you know of any young people interested
in playing please see our website www.hhyfc.info for
contact details.
Our Annual Summer Tournament is on the weekend of
7th and 8th June and we would like to thank the village
in advance for their understanding as there will be
increased traffic in the area which we will get off the
road as quickly as possible.

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservices.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of
Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not
those of the Parish Council. Items for the June issue
should be sent by May 26th.
email news@ harwellparish.co.uk Distribution is by Mrs
Pat Staples, Talbot’s Way, Grove Road. Advertising
queries to the Clerk - see page 4. Martin Ricketts, editor
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HARWELL WI
Well there hasn’t been any snow (yet!) so fingers
crossed for the continuation of Spring.
We rounded off the WI year with the Annual Meeting
on 12th March was attended by a record number of
members, possibly something to do with the Cheese and
Wine tasting after the meeting supplied by Waitrose!!
Our new year starts on 9th April with Sylvia Vetta on
‘How I castaway 50 famous people – Fifty remarkably
people interviewed for Oxfordshire’s Desert Island’.
On Sat 3rd May we are holding our Annual Plant Sale
and Coffee Morning. This is an ideal opportunity to get
in your summer bedding, shrubs and veggies at
reasonable prices. On 14th May we will be discussing
this year’s resolution on Increasing Organ Donations,
followed by speaker Jan Banji on Tai Chi. We will
again be having a float at Harwell Feast on 26th May.
The 11th June and it’s ‘Dinosaurs in Oxfordshire’ with
Paul Sargent from The Natural History Museum in
Oxford [this will be followed by a visit in July].
On 9th July Tara Hunter and other performers from The
Abingdon Operatic Society give a ‘behind the scenes
insight’; we will be seeing their October Production of
Sweet Charity.
Later in the year there will be ‘Salters Steamers – the
story of the long established boat hire firm on The
Thames’; ‘hands-on’ water colour painting; ‘hands-on’
Craft; the story of the notorious Mitford Sisters, and a
very essential talk about Wills & Powers of Attorney.
Members still meet regularly at The Hart of Harwell on
a Wednesday morning for coffee and pastries.
There are Theatre trips, as and when available, which
are notified to a mailing list of those wishing to be
involved. There are also many other outings organised
by Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and these are
advertised in our monthly newsletter, News & Views,
and can be attended by the members and booked via
Andrea, our Club Treasurer.
The full new Programmes are now available so come
and see for yourself. Find out at first hand the many
interesting speakers, visits and outings we have to offer.
Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the
second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more information about joining us or
about any of the above activities, contact our Secretary,
Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430. Email:
wi@harwellwi.org.
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BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education Centre

Children’s Springtime Spectacular
Tuesday to Thursday 15th to 17th April
10am – 4pm
Spring is here! Join the hunt for signs of spring and find
out more about amazing animal life cycles. Includes
pond dipping, spring time trail, and nature themed art
activities.
No booking necessary – just drop in.
Dress up warm as some activities are outside.
Suggested donation £3 per child. No dogs please
We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE
Contact: Ceri 01235 862024 sceec@bbowt.org.uk
Sporting activities for young people this Easter:
Young people have the chance to try their hand at a
whole host of sporting activities this Easter thanks to
the latest holiday programme from South Oxfordshire
and Vale of White Horse District Councils.
Together with leisure operators and local sports clubs,
the two councils are running holiday activities between
Monday 7 and Thursday 17 April for young people
between the ages of five and 16.
The activities on offer this Easter include horse riding,
table tennis, tennis, athletics and fencing.
This is a great chance for young people to get out and
about and try activities that they may not have done
before. These sessions always fill up quickly so make
sure you get your booking in as soon as possible to
guarantee a place.
Holiday programmes and booking information can be
viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/holidays.
For further information please contact the Vale’s
participation team on 01235 540405.
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Harwell Village Hall
Redevelopment Project

Diary Dates 2014...
Saturday
29th and
Sunday 30th
March

Exhibition of
Harwell History.
Sat 11am -5pm;
Sun 10am -4pm

Harwell Village Hall.
Exhibition: posters,
displays & artefacts of
memorable episodes in
Harwell’s history.
Refreshments available.

Tuesday
15th April

Family Film:
Despicable Me
(U).
10.00am –
12.30pm.
£2 per person,
under 3s free.

Harwell Village Hall.
NB All children must be
accompanied by an adult.
Refreshments and toys
for toddlers! Tickets on
sale from Bob’s Butchers
/ Alison Fautley (see
poster).

Tuesday
15th April

Evening Film:
Gravity (12).
7pm – 10pm
£5 per person

Harwell Village Hall.
Bar and raffle. Tickets on
sale from Bob’s Butchers
/Alison Fautley.

Latest news:
To date there is no new information the amount of
section 106 money that will become available to us as a
result of the Alder View Development.
Please continue to support our events as we still have a
significant sum to raise:
Recent fantastic fundraising successes are the Busy
Bees Singathon (£396), Safari Supper (£2839) and
Oxford Fiddle Group evening (£534) – many thanks to
all those who put in so much hard work into organising
these fabulous events, we are extremely grateful.
Check out the diary for what’s up next - new on the list
are two film events on April 15th and a BBQ at the Hart
of Harwell on Easter Sunday! Please note the Easter
Egg Hunt is on Easter Monday, not Sunday as
previously reported.
Thanks to your generosity, our current fundraising total
from events, merchandise sales, raffles, the 100 club,
donations, pledges, a small grant and gift aid is has
risen to:

Easter
BBQ
Sunday 20th From 12noon
April
£15 per person

Hart at Harwell. Live
Music, Kids Games and
Activities.
Call 834511 or see
www.hartofharwell.com
for more information.

Easter
Monday
21st April

Easter Egg Hunt.
From 2pm
£2 per person or
£10 family

Starts at Harwell Village
Hall
Bring a paper and pencil
to write down clues!

Saturday
14th June

Murder Mystery
Evening.
More details
soon...

Harwell Village Hall.
BBQ by Bob’s Butchers,
drama by Little Chico
Productions.

£190,000!
Don’t forget we still need your support and there are
many ways you can help:
Hold your own fundraising event, small or large, it all
helps – see the HVH website for help.
Email a letter of support to Keith Beswick on
keith@kbeswick.co.uk or post it to him at Lime Tree
House, High Street, Harwell, OX11 0EX
Give a donation* – simply send a cheque to Keith at the
above address, payable to Harwell Village Hall and
marked “Development Fund”.
Complete a Standing Order Mandate to make a regular
donation - please contact Clare Wagner on 835425 or
clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk for details.
*NB if you’re a UK taxpayer, please complete a Gift
Aid declaration form so we can reclaim the tax as well!
Harwell Village Hall is registered Charity number
300161.

Please check the Village Hall website and the Fundraising
and Community facebook pages for more information on
these and future events:
http://www.harwellvillagehall.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/HarwellVillageHall
Be part of it!
For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153
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Harwell Village RBL Club
The AGM was very well attended and elections were
held for new Committee members. The majority of last
years’ Committee remained in post with the exception
of Ray Howes and Brian Phillips both of whom were
thanked for their hard work on behalf of the club over
the last year. Reports were given by the Chair, Secretary
and the Treasurer and all three were able to inform
members that progress had been made financially and
this had saved the club from closure. Ron Hayley in his
financial report to the members commented that he had
not expected the club to survive following the AGM last
year due to the severe debts. It had been down to some
difficult decisions and the hard work of the volunteer
workforce that had turned that around and for the first
time in as long as he could remember the club was now
making a profit. There was still some way to go but he
felt that the success of the SOC Fund would go a long
way to support this positive progress. Ian Clarke the
Secretary thanked all members for their support and
particularly the Volunteers who had given so much time
and effort in keeping the Bar running and the club
clean. He thanked Patrick Muldoon for his
professionalism in keeping the club bar running
efficiently and profitably and for all his extra effort and
support to the club outside of his paid time. He also
thanked the Committee for their support through the
year.
The Chair reported that there had been a break-in just
before Christmas which had been damaging to the club
fabric and a nuisance more than a heavy financial loss,
(although the replacement of the doors would be very
expensive.) He thanked all members for their support
and also to those who had supported the SOC Fund (a
monthly draw to raise funds for development in the
club) While there were still debts to clear (most
pressing that of the Gas/Electric Bill of around £5,000)
having the SOC Fund in place would allow the club to
have a fighting chest to pay for the installation of WiFi
and maybe Satellite Sport to attract more members into
the club and still be able to pay off the debts along the
way. There are now nearly 150 members and the first
two prizes of £50 were won by Mrs Cherry Packer for
January and Mr Fred Thomas for February. There is
still time to join and help the club’s development fund
and anyone who would like to support can contact the
club on 221126 or Anne Fisher on 835870.
Now that immediate closure has been avoided the club
is concentrating on developing its Business plan for the
next 3 years development. We see the club as an
integral part of the village and as such offer its facilities
to the community. Why not try Poppy’s Tea Room on a
Tuesday or alternatively lunch on the following
Tuesday? We also serve an excellent value Sunday
Roast usually on the last Sunday of the month. There is
a variety of entertainment as you will see from the
following dates and all are welcome to come and view
our facilities and join in. We are also currently running
Zumba Classes on Thursday mornings and there are still
free mornings available to book our excellent rooms.
In May we will be supporting Harwell Feast as we do
every year. We will again have our Cask Ale festival
starting from Friday 23rd right through the weekend to
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Feast day. The club will be open all day on the 26th for
visitors and we will also be doing our successful
Ploughmen’s lunches (why not try one with a quality
Cask Ale to enhance the flavour?)
Look on our Website for details of all our offers and
entertainment at your village club.
Dates for April and May:
Sat April 5th – Quiz and Supper – see website
Sat April 12th – Easter Bingo – Chocoholic theme
Sat April 19th – Easter Entertainment – KerriSinging/Dancing
Sat April 26th – Monthly dance – Steve Taylor –
Singing/Dancing
Sunday April 27th – Sunday lunch 12:00 – 2:00
Sat May 3rd – Bank Holiday Dance – Frankie Leigh –
Singing/Dancing
Sat May 10th Quiz and Supper (last one before summer
break)
Sunday May 11th Poppy Appeal walk
Saturday May 24th Tony Lane Singing/Dancing
New Bus Service
There is a new bus service, A1, serving villages around
Wantage but one bus on Tuesdays and Thursdays leaves
Didcot station at 11.15, passes through Harwell village,
and is at The Hare West Hendred at 11.35 and Wantage
Market Place at 11.53. There is a return bus leaving
Wantage at 13.23 and arriving at Didcot station at 2pm.

Our Hall is available for private bookings such as
Birthday Parties or regular Weekly Activities –
Book Groups, Yoga, Dancing etc.
Cost of Hire - ₤7 per hour
Contact Anne Gill 01235 833575 or
Roz Shipp 01235 863342
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Harwell Scouts are proud to
support the 2014 Harwell
Feast.

We will be taking part in the
Float Parade and your local
Scouts Group will run several sideshows and fun stalls
including the ever popular Cream Teas - and more!
FAMILY BARBEQUE & BINGO!
Come along to our prize bingo on the recreation ground
on Saturday 24th May. Barbeque available from
6.30pm. Bingo starts at 7pm. Entry Adults £4 each
Children £2 each or buy a Family ticket for £10.
To book your table contact Lesley Saunders on 01235
834815 or Sharon Palmer on 07774 676793. Via email
Lesley_saunders@weylite.co.uk.
Want to join the Scouts? Contact Brian Zimmerman,
Group Scout Leader: brian@harwellscouts.org.uk for
further information.

Harwell Gardeners' Club
Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall.
Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join
the Harwell Gardeners' Club.
On the 7th April meeting the talk will be on
Herbaceous Perennials given by Rosy Hardy. The
competition is Blossom.
th

And on May 12 the talk will be by Graham Wells on
Florist heirlooms – Pansies, Violas, Violettas &
Cornutas. The competition will be Rhododendron,
Azalea or Camellia.
The first visit of the summer will be to Shawdeane, near
Newbury, on June 2nd. For further information contact
David Drummond on 821615.
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Harwell Arts and Craft Group
Well here we are just into our 5th year and still
going strong with more members being attracted
from surrounding villages and towns. I guess this
indicates that we are a successful group and people
enjoy coming to join us.
Our Craft Fair in November was a success. Stall
holders had a wide variety of gifts, children’s toys
and utility items available for purchase at very
reasonable prices. Most of these items and more
are available all year round if you pop in and ask
us. So a big thank-you to all who supported us.
During 2013 we had various demonstrations and
workshops that included silk scarf painting,
decopatch, Christmas Bells and material coated
Christmas baubles. Very enjoyable events.
In February we had our first demonstration of
2014 and this was on felt making.
The group continues to support the Village Hall
development fund by having monthly raffles,
donating proceeds from the craft fair refreshments
and by providing tea & coffee for some of the
Village Hall fundraising events.
New members are always welcome so pop along
on a Thursday morning at 9.30 and you will be
made welcome. Where else can you get a cup of
tea or coffee and cake or biscuits for £2.
District Councillors:
Reg Waite reg.waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
& Mrs Margaret Turner, tel 01235 821248.

Visit our website to see our selection of
mouth-watering cakes and breads –
www.abc4baking.com
OR
telephone: 07851 181391

.

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk

email: info@abc4baking.com
Or visit our stall Fridays from 9am to 4pm outside
Bob’s Family Butchers
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Making Harwell Village Dementia-friendly

Poppy Tea Room

We have all had our awareness of dementia and
memory loss raised by the media even if we are
fortunate enough not to have had contact with sufferers
personally.

Harwell Village Club (RBL)
Westfield, Harwell

There is a very strong community spirit within the
village of Harwell so a group of people have been
finding out how they can make it a Dementia friendly
environment to live in. A course has been set up
through the Oxfordshire Dementia Awareness
Campaign operating through the Guidepost Trust to
advise on setting this up. So far we have learned about
different types of dementia, behaviour, the needs of
sufferers and the importance of communication. Many
ideas have come out of our discussion about how to go
about creating ways of helping sufferers and carers and
these include holding a Memory Cafe, having
professional speakers along to village groups, getting
the village shops on board to look out for those needing
help. We aim to start up a Support Group and advertise
this. Look out for information in Bobs.
We have been inspired by our very positive and
enthusiastic course leader, Claire Ward from
Guideposts. We hope that we can put into practice
some of the ideas to support those suffering from
dementia in our village.
If you feel that you would like to find out more about
the subject or for advise Claire can be contacted on
01993 893573 or mobile 07805756150
Oxfordshire Dementia Information Services can also be
contacted on 0845 1204048 or go to
www.dementiaweb.org.uk
Joyce Doughty
The Friends of The Ridgeway
is holding a Ridgeway Day
Saturday, 10th May, at Court Hill Centre, Wantage
10.30 am to 4.00 pm
• Walk The Ridgeway - Britain’s oldest road. Guided
walks to Segsbury Castle.
• Nature trail and treasure hunt for the kids.
• Relax at Court Hill, and enjoy the gorgeous view.
• Lunches and home-made cakes at the Barn Café.
• Meet the volunteers helping to preserve The Ridgeway
and its wildlife
• Admire art inspired by The Ridgeway.
• Birds of prey display.
From Wantage, take the A338 towards Hungerford, and
turn right to The Ridgeway Centre just before the crest
of Court Hill. Limited Parking.
The Friends of The Ridgeway (Charity no 1107926)
supports the preservation of The Ridgeway and its quiet
enjoyment by the public.
Website: www.ridgewayfriends.org.uk.
Contact: ridgewayfriends @googlemail.com

Would you like to join us in Harwell on
a Tuesday, one week we provide two
course lunches (12-2 p.m.) and the next week a Tea
Room during the afternoon (2-4 p.m.)
There is plenty of parking and easy access, just call in
one Tuesday and see what we offer
Our prices are very competitive, the lunches - £8.00 for
two courses inc. tea/coffee
The Tea-Room – Only £2.00 for Cake/Scone plus
unlimited tea/coffee
Contact Carolyne on 07962249467 for lunches
Or Yvonne on 07862127950 for Tea Room
Website www.harwellrbl.co.uk for more information
Forthcoming dates: 1st & 15th April – Tea room
8th & 22nd April – Lunches
Harwell History Group
What happened to George Morrell, the 17 year old
arsonist who started the Great Fire of Harwell in 1852?
Why do accountants get excited about the
sixteenth/seventeenth century Harwell farmer Robert
Loder? How many pubs did Harwell once have? What
have pinks got to do with the Crown and the White
Hart? Which buildings in Harwell are listed? What did
the village look like in the nineteenth century? How as
the village changed in living memory? Why has
Harwell got a street named after Piers Gaveston,
murdered in the fourteenth century? Why does Harwell
have a network of different war memorials? Why was
the booklet “Elizabethan Village” written, and what
does it show about ways of teaching children history?
A Village History Exhibition is taking place in the
Village Hall this Saturday, March 29th, 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, March 30th, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m..
On show are displays about famous people and
episodes from Harwell’s past, Harwell’s listed buildings
and pubs, photographs, and objects including an early
nineteenth wedding dress, a traditional labourer’s
smock , cherry-picking ladders and baskets, and
documents. There is a History Trail for Children.
Representatives from both the Berkshire and
Oxfordshire Family History Societies will be present.
Recorded interviews with Harwell residents about their
memories of the more recent past will be shown.
Refreshments are also available.
There are so many Harwellians with expertise in family
and local history, with collections and archives. It is
hoped that this exhibition will encourage many people
to come forward with memories, information, and
questions – and go onto uncover and preserve more of
Harwell’s history. A magnificent start was made in the
1985 celebrations of Harwell’s millennium – how much
more of our past can we retrieve?
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Neighbourhood Watch
I spent an afternoon with Carol Rudd at Abingdon
Police Station who has responsibility for assisting and
supporting Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) schemes in
the Vale and South Oxfordshire area. We discussed
NHW and the Thames Valley Alert messaging system
which is used by the police to communicate with NHW
Co-ordinators and other members of the public.
Neighbourhood Watch is a community initiative run by
volunteers and was initially set up as a way for residents
to pass local intelligence about suspicious activity that
could be relayed to the police and for the police to get
to know the local population.
Neighbourhood Watch schemes can:
• Cut crime and the opportunities for crime.
• Help and reassure those who live in the area.
• Encourage neighbourliness and closer communities
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/aboutus-watch-nhood
Some insurance companies offer a reduced home
insurance premium for households that are members of
a Neighbourhood Watch scheme.
Before the days of the internet each area had its own
coordinator. Carol has at her disposal a high tech
computerised system that is capable of sending out
targeted messages by email, landline or text, to anyone
who has signed up to receive the messages from this
FREE service. Messages include crime alerts, witness
appeals, crime prevention advice and information about
local police meetings/events.
Thames Valley Alert messages encourage a two way
exchange of information, hoping that people who
receive the messages may have witnessed something
and are able to provide the police with information via
the police 24 hour non-emergency number 101.

April 2014
of crime or burglary, so don’t delay. Please contact
Carol Rudd on 01235 556937 or email:
carol.rudd@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Keith Beswick
D-Day Service at the RAF Harwell Memorial Stone
On the Saturday nearest to the anniversary of D-Day, a
parade and service is held at the RAF Harwell
Memorial Stone at the Harwell Campus. The stone
marks the departure point for Servicemen who were
amongst the first to land on D-Day. This is organised by
the Royal British Legion Harwell Branch and supported
by various companies on the Harwell Campus.
The 2014 Service will take place on Saturday 7th June
2014 at 5.30pm. Legion Standards and Service
Standards plus Cadet Forces and other youth
organisations will be present and assembling at 5.00pm.
Please note there are no facilities at the stone.
In recognition of the 70th anniversary year, Chilton
Village is holding a festival adjacent to the venue from
midday which will include a selection of stalls and
entertainment laid on prior to the Parade and Service
with a military theme.
The Legion County Marquee will be in attendance
raising the Legion’s profile and fund raising for the
Poppy Appeal and also recruiting new members.
More about the Chilton Festival is at http: //
chiltond-dayvillagefair.blogspot.co.uk/ or contact the
festival Chairman, Bob Girling via Gnilrig@aol.com
For those wanting to know more details of the Parade,
or Service can contact the Harwell Branch Ceremonial
Officer Peter Davies, or those wishing to organize a
wreath to lay during the service can contact the Branch
PAO Wendy Clarke both via branch@harwellrbl.co.uk
Peter Davies, Ceremonial Officer Harwell Branch RBL

Modern technology allows NHW Co-ordinators and
members to receive messages direct to home or work.
Being a member of Neighbourhood Watch costs
nothing and is the largest crime prevention initiative
ever. For further information about NHW in your area
or to receive a NHW information pack, please contact
Carol, at Abingdon police station.
If you do not have immediate neighbours or you are
unable to join a NHW scheme, please sign up online to
receive FREE Thames Valley Alert messages for your
area. Please complete the online registration form by
visiting: www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk or contact Carol
Rudd, for an application form.
As well as communicating with NHW schemes, the
Thames Valley Alert system has expanded to include
specific messaging for farms, pubs, business, retailers,
places of worship, students etc.
We are lucky to live in a low crime area and we need to
keep it that way. Anybody can report anything
suspicious using ‘101’ or if it is urgent ring ‘999’. Ask
anybody who has been burgled how upsetting and
stressful the experience has been. Neighbourhood
Watch could save you being subjected to the indignity

Feast Programmes on sale
From mid-May
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Neighbourhood Policing News
During February there were 3 reports of burglaries to
stable yards; this was not limited to Harwell as there
have been further reports in the surrounding area. As a
result of this we have been increasing our patrols,
offering crime prevention and Tim has been to some of
the stables marking tack.
There was also a burglary to a property along the A417
where a vehicle was also stolen. There are still ongoing
enquiries into some of these offences. Further to this
there was also a report of a distraction type burglary
along the A417 and an arrest has been made regarding
this.
During March we have had 2 reports of criminal
damage to vehicles. One was at The Park and the other
was in Curie Avenue. We have also had reports of
suspicious vehicles driving around the Village looking
at properties. If anyone see’s anyone or any vehicles
acting in a suspicious manner please call the Police as
soon as you can on either on the non-emergency
number 101 or if you believe a crime is in progress 999.
Tim attended Harwell Primary School and assisted with
Road Safety awareness. The School children are
concerned that vehicles are driving too fast up to the
school and are not parking correctly when dropping off
children. This will continue to be monitored along with
our speed checks.

April 2014
• enter an insecure front door while residents are in the
back garden
• enter doors that are closed but unlocked at night while
residents are asleep
• reach through windows to take valuable items
In around 25 percent of break-ins that take place in the
spring and summer months, entry is gained through
insecure windows and doors, especially at the rear of
the property.
If you would like a free crime prevention survey on
your property please contact Gary at
gary.kirby@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk or via the nonemergency 101 phone number.
Have Your Say Meeting
The next Have Your Say meeting in Harwell is on
Sunday 20 April from 2pm until 3pm. If there is
anything you wish to discuss with either Tim or Gary
please do go along.
PCSO C9815 Tim.deane@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
PCSO C9455 gary.kirby@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall
car park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the
following Wednesdays: April 9, 23 & May 7, 21.

Tim and Gary have both taken part in the rural crime
prevention operation along with the rest of the Wantage
Neighbourhood team and have held events offering
crime prevention advice and conducted rural patrols in
isolated areas.
Tim and Gary have been visiting some of the more
vulnerable residents in Harwell offering reassurance
and advice, ensuring that they are safe and well.
With the clocks going forward and hopefully the start of
some warmer weather now could be the ideal time to
look at your security on your house.
The most common cases of opportunist spring and
summer burglary involve offenders that:

Didcot Cornerstone Exhibitions
European Southern Observatory –
Awesome Universe
3 – 27 April
Awesome Universe is a visually stunning exhibition
that celebrates Europe’s quest to explore the southern
sky from the European Southern Observatory (ESO)
and is brought to you by the Science and Technology
Facilities Council (STFC), who provide the UK
research community with access to the world’s most
advanced, ground based telescopes through
international subscriptions. This exhibition consists of
visually stunning images of celestial objects such as
galaxies, nebulae, and star clusters as seen by ESO’s
observatories, as well as beautiful images of the

BEAUTIFUL HANDMADE
KITCHENS & ISLANDS
∙ Painted or waxed ∙
∙ Bespoke windows and doors ∙
∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙
∙ Extensions and building services ∙
www.fox-wood.co.uk
Tel/Fax:01235 835553
Email: info@fox-wood.co.uk

observatories themselves,
which are located in some of
the most unusual places on
Earth. Don’t miss the Light
Fantastic family day of free
hands-on activities on 8th
April. www.stfc.ac.uk
www.eso.org.
We are open from 10am – 6pm
on Tuesdays to Saturdays and
11am – 4pm on Sundays,
except on evenings when we
have a performance when the
venue is open until after the
end of the performance. We
are not open on Mondays.
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Little Pippins Pre-School
Little Pippins is set in an idyllic
orchard in a purpose built building with
a large outdoor area in the centre of the
village. We are open during term time
providing pre-school care and education for children
between the ages of 2½ and 5 years. We also offer a
Breakfast Club for 3-11 year olds with a walking bus to
Harwell Primary School and a walking bus to After
School Club at the end of the day.
You are welcome to come and have a look round and
speak to the staff or you can download a registration
form from our website where you will also find more
information about what we offer.
Our sessions and charges are:
Breakfast Club – 8am to 9:15am - £5.00
Morning Session – 9:15am to 11:45am - £10.00
Lunch – 11:45am to 12:30pm - £2.75
Afternoon Session – 12:30pm to 3pm - £10.00
After School Club – 3pm to 6pm - in association with
Harwell School.
Nursery Education Funding is available from the term
after your child’s 3rd birthday for up to 15 hours per
week and we also offer some funded places for 2½ year
olds.
Our contact details are: www.littlepippins.org.uk Tel:
01235 821741, Email: littlepippins@btinternet.com
Little Pippins Pre-School, Freeman Orchard, Gaveston
Road, Harwell, OX11 0HP

Book Sale
The next North Moreton Book Sale will take place at
the Village Hall on 26th April, from 10am to 3pm.
Thousands of books will be on sale, with the proceeds
going towards the hall and the village church. Light
refreshments will be on sale. Donations of books will be
very welcome: please email northmoretonbooks @
gmail.com or ring 07787 750996 if you have any spare
books that you would like to donate and the organisers
will be glad to collect them from you.
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Forever Active Sessions
Try a range of activities for age 50+ at The Park Club,
Milton Park every Tuesday morning 9.30-10.30am. No
experience/fitness level required so all are welcome
including non-members. Sessions are free for the
launch in April too so come along and have a go!
1st week – Badminton

Monthly Schedule:

2nd week – Short Tennis 3rd week – Pickleball
4th week – Health Walk

5th week - Kurling

Please contact Richard Claydon for more information
and to register your interest on 01235 861289 or email
rclaydon@soll-leisure.co.uk.

Didcot & District University of the Third Age
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month
at 2pm at Didcot Civic Hall. Visitors are welcome to
come to a meeting as a taster before joining.
The April meeting will be the AGM and will be held on
15 April. The AGM will be followed by a short talk by
Avis Furness about the Thames Valley Network
Historic Pathways project. The May meeting will be
held on 20 May on the topic of the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution with John Owen.
D&D U3A is a self-help, self-managed lifelong learning
co-operative for older people no longer in full time
work, providing opportunities for its members to share
learning experiences in a wide range of interest groups
and to pursue learning not for qualifications, but for fun.
There are over 25 interest groups including family
history, gardening, wine appreciation, dance, science &
maths, play reading, creative writing, walking, bridge,
crafts, books, poetry, singing, badminton, photography
and 5 languages. There’s something for everyone!
Tel: 07804159993
Email: didcotdistrictU3A@virginmedia.com
Website: http://u3asites.org.uk/didcot

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell .
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992
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Statement from the Vale on their Housing Proposals
Residents in the Vale of White Horse now have a
chance to comment on an update to the District
Council’s Local Plan.
This is the document that identifies how the Council
plans to regain control of the planning process in the
Vale. In February last year, the Council consulted on an
early draft of this document. This was based on the best
growth evidence available at the time. Since then, all of
the Oxfordshire authorities have worked together to
commission an up to date assessment of the county’s
housing market.
As a result of the jointly commissioned work, the Vale
now knows it must provide for significantly more
housing than it had identified in last year’s draft Local
Plan. This means allocating new housing sites in
addition to those in the 2013 draft.
The District Council will need to take some tough
decisions to meet this challenge, but has identified new
sites objectively, based on sound and robust planning
reasons, like development viability, infrastructure
requirements, flood risk, sustainability and conserving
the Vale’s unique heritage and landscape aspects.

SHMA publication announcement
The key findings of the 2014 Strategic Market Housing
Assessment (SHMA) for Oxfordshire have now been
published.. The full report is being finalised by the
consultants and will be published in the next few weeks.
The six main local authorities in Oxfordshire are now
reviewing the findings of the assessment and
considering how it will affect their areas.
What is the SHMA? It is a technical study, required by
the National Planning Policy Framework, to help local
planning authorities understand how many homes will
be needed in the period 2011 – 2031. It also considers
the housing needs of specific groups such as older
people, minority groups and people with disabilities. It
replaces the previous SHMA published in 2007.
What does it say?
The SHMA says there is an identified need for the
provision of between 4678 – 5328 homes a year over
the 2011 - 2031 period in the County. The figures for
individual local authorities are set out below:
Housing needed per year 2011 to 2031
District

Per year

Midpoint

One of the biggest concerns raised in last year’s
consultation was whether or not the infrastructure in the
Vale can cope with this growth. As a result of these
comments, the Vale is preparing a new and
comprehensive Infrastructure and Community Benefits
strategy. This strategy will reinforce the requirement
that all developers building in the Vale must help
deliver the local services and infrastructure needed to
accommodate the growth.

Cherwell

1090-1190

1140

Oxford

1200-1600

1400

South Oxfordshire

725-825

775

Vale of White Horse

1028

1028

West Oxfordshire

635-685

660

Total

4678-5328

5003

Cllr Matthew Barber, leader of Vale of White Horse
District Council, said: “There’s no escaping the
challenges we have to face and we are going to have to
make some difficult decisions to meet the housing
target we are set. We are meeting these challenges
positively and constructively, and keeping the best
interests of the Vale at the heart of everything we do.
Our number one priority is to regain control of planning
matters in the Vale, but we need residents and
businesses in the District to help us do that in the best
way we can – we’re urging everybody to read the
update document, attend one of the exhibitions or public
meetings, and give us their views.”

These figures identify the overall housing needed to
support population change and economic growth over
the period as well as contributing towards need for
affordable housing and reducing affordability pressures
across the county.
These figures do not in themselves constitute plan
targets they represent an overall assessment of need
without applying any limitations such as the supply of
land for new development, historic under performance,
housing market, infrastructure or environmental
constraints. As such each council will consider these
numbers alongside other evidence to identify specific
policies within development plans.
It is a priority at the Vale to regain control of the
planning process in the district by providing a five year
housing land supply. The council is therefore pressing
ahead with the development of its new Local Plan Part
One 2031. For the Local Plan to be approved by a
planning inspector, it will need to be based on up to
date housing need evidence. The SHMA provides that
evidence, and its housing need figures have informed
the council’s recently published Local Plan Housing
Delivery Update, which is currently available for public
comment. To find out how to comment, and to read
more about how the SHMA has been used, visit
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/localplanpartone.
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The Soldiers of Oxfordshire museum celebrates £79,200 Heritage
Lottery Fund grant
The Soldiers of Oxfordshire (SofO) museum, built in
the grounds of the Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock
is delighted to have received a £79,200 Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) grant, it was announced today.
The project, Oxfordshire Remembers 1914-18 consists
of a range of exciting and engaging exhibitions and
outreach programmes, combining SofO’s previously
unseen military heritage collections with a unique
series of projects and events.

The exhibitions will present SofO's First World War collections to the
people of Oxfordshire and beyond during the First World War Centenary
commemorations 2014-18. The exhibitions will enable visitors to learn
about the part played by individual soldiers, their communities and to
understand the roles played by local units in the conflict.
The content and representation of the exhibitions is informed by recent
focus group research with audiences to ensure that displays are relevant,
evocative and exciting for visitors, particularly children and families.
Exhibits emphasise personal stories, powerful imagery and a distinctive
selection of artefacts and incorporate a diverse range of inter-active
activities to engage for new and established audiences.
The projects and events will enable people from different backgrounds and
age groups to participate in, and learn about their local military heritage: a
First World War object collection day for the Woodstock community; a
touring display created by Sikh students and museum workshops for
families, are just some examples.
Commenting on the award, Ian Inshaw Chairman of SofO said: "The
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Trust are delighted that they are going to be able to
commemorate the part played by the Soldiers of Oxfordshire in the First
World War, in a special exhibition at their Museum later this year. This has
been made possible by the grant generously given to the Trust by the
Heritage Lottery Fund. I am sure that this will allow the Trust to tell the
story and pay due homage to the sacrifice made by soldiers from
Oxfordshire in the Great War, so that we may enjoy the freedoms that we
do today. Soldiers of Oxfordshire are most grateful for the grant from the
Fund. The exhibition is to cover the period from 1914 to 1918 and will be
open to the public from August 2014"
Stuart McLeod, Head of the Heritage Lottery Fund South East said:
‘’The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum tells the important stories of local
men and women who have been involved in or affected by numerous
conflicts over hundreds of years. By vastly improving the displays,
exhibitions and learning activities, the museum will be able to bring these
moving stories to life for local people and visitors for many years to come.
In the run-up to the centenary of the First World War, we at the HLF are
particularly proud to be supporting projects like this one that will highlight
for both young and old the great sacrifices made by the people of
Oxfordshire in the first conflict of the twentieth century.’’
The SofO collection is unique to the county. Although the regiments
themselves have been absorbed into larger regimental groups, family
connections with many of the soldiers who served in the Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light infantry and the Oxfordshire Yeomanry persist.
The number of people in the county with memories of and personal
connections to conflict, both past and current is huge. The heritage is
important as a resource with which to increase people’s understanding of
the nature of military conflict, and its effect on individuals on both the front
and at home, with specific relevance to the local area. We are about to enter
a new exciting phase as the construction of our new museum nears
completion, with its opening in the summer of 2014
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Earth Trust events at Little Wittenham
Discover and Play: Forest School for Pre-School
Children 11th April 2014 10am - 12 noon
A morning of play and discovery in our woodlands.
Forest School offers children hands on learning
experiences in a natural environment. Sessions are
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lead by a trained Forest School leader.
Woodland Adventure: an Expedition for 5-8 years
Wednesday 16th April 2014 10am - 12noon.
Costs £3 per child, accompanying adult(s) free.
email: admin@earthtrust.org.uk Tel 01865 407792
More at www.earthtrust.org.uk

