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Vale Local Plan
Update by David Marsh, Parish Council Chairman
You may have seen the steel girders going up in Great
Western Park for the University Technical College. On
Facebook it was called a monstrosity, and there were
lots of concerns about traffic. We can object to each
new parcel of development in GWP, and maybe have a
little bit of influence on the outcome, but the overall
plans for GWP were agreed over 10 years ago, so it is a
reality and it will happen.
Neighbours and others affected by new planning
applications – Alder View, Blenheim Hill, Reading
Road, Orchard Way, South Drive – have all put a lot of
energy into responding to these local proposals.
Now the Vale’s Plan for the District is out for
consultation. Every household should have had a leaflet
telling them about it. The implications for Harwell are
drastic to the extent that Harwell risks becoming a
quaint little suburb of Didcot. Valley Park’s proposed
3,300 houses will occupy all the land between Didcot
and the A34. There will be 200 more houses in the
village behind the Croft off Grove Road, 850 houses in
green fields east of the Campus and 550 houses to the
north of the Campus, some beside North Drive on
existing Campus land, and more extending west to
green fields in East Hendred. These last two would
mean 1,400 houses in the Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty
We do need more houses, and we want the Campus to
grow and provide more jobs. It also makes sense to put
houses near to the jobs, even if you can’t force people
to work locally. Harwell currently has about 1000
houses. Current applications may add another 200 to
the village, and a doubling in the number of houses in
the Parish is perhaps not unreasonable. But another
5,000 houses in Harwell Parish by 2031 – is that what
we want?
The Plan has now been approved by our District
Council (due for elections next May) and it is too late to
influence them and make changes to the Plan.
Following the current Consultation the next step is to
submit the Plan, with all the feedback received this
time, to the Government. An inspector will be
appointed and the Plan will be scrutinised sometime
next year.
The inspector will only be looking to see if the Plan is
legal and sound; you can’t just say you don’t like it.
But there are good reasons why it is unsound, and now
is the time to tell the inspector by giving your feedback
on the Plan. Keep Harwell Rural has some suggestions
for how to respond.
The main issue is that the Plan is based on an
assessment of housing need, called a SHMA, which
calls for 100,000 extra houses in Oxfordshire, and
20,000 or so in the Vale. Two years ago, based on
population and the then employment projection, the
Vale thought it only needed 13,000 houses. Why the
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50% increase? Mainly it’s because of a wildly
optimistic employment forecast, including an increase
in the number working in agriculture. It’s hard to work
out the details, but it seems that 5400 extra jobs are
forecast for the Harwell Campus, and Milton Park
combined, with an additional 2500 jobs in the Space
Sector to go near Harwell, but location unspecified
There is nothing in the Plan to say what happens if the
employment forecasts are wrong. Between now and
2031 there’s a good chance of another recession, or
maybe a new government pulls out of Europe and all
the Space jobs on the Campus go somewhere else.
We’ll then be left with half-finished estates providing
dormitory accommodation for people who work
elsewhere.
This is a summary of why the Parish Council thinks the
plan is unsound. Please take time to think about it
yourself and let the inspector know what you think.
Details of how to do this are in the leaflet, and watch for
more information on Social Media and on websites (e.g.
Parish Council, Keep Harwell Rural).
By the way, if you agree with Plan, please let the
inspector know as well. It’s important that the same
energy that has been harnessed to review immediate
planning applications is also used to give feedback on
this Plan. This comment was on the web in response to
a recent article about too much building: “It's always
the same, people all say that we need houses, but then
say not in my back yard. Get real people we have a
massive housing shortage and need these houses. Years
ago your lovely country house would have been a nice
field, but it’s OK for you to live in it and ignore that
fact.”
We have to find a balance between responding to the
real need for housing and protecting the countryside.
And we must be sure that we have the shops, doctors,
hospitals, schools, buses, etc. that will be needed to
support the houses, however many are built.
If you are undecided, or want more information, please
come to the
Village Hall on Wednesday Dec 3rd at 7.30 pm,
when the Parish Council will give a brief summary of
the Plan and host a question and answer session about
the details, the implications for Harwell, and how to
provide your feedback.
more over …

Harwell Scout Group Christmas Post
The cheaper way to send your local Christmas cards!
Cards can be delivered to: Harwell, Rowstock Didcot,
East & West Hagbourne, Upton, Blewbury, Chilton.
Collection boxes will be located at: Bob’s Butchers,
Head First Hairdressers, Harwell Village Store,
Rowstock Garage & RAL Coffee Lounge
Boxes in place 4th Dec. Last Collection 18th Dec.
Cost 25p per card - place money in box with card.
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Let the Vale know what you think.
Please send in your comments by the deadline of 19
December – the more people who do this, the better.
The Vale leaflet The Future of the Vale tells you how to
comment on the Local Plan.
To help you, Keep Harwell Rural has on its website
www.keepharwellrural.org example response forms that
you can simply sign, or amend into your own words and
sign. These concentrate on the two most important
issues that KHR will be including in its response:
• A challenge to the unrealistic housing numbers in the
SHMA, which has caused a 50% increase in what was
previously planned;
• The lack of any protected rural gap around Harwell,
especially to ensure that the village does not become
part of Didcot.
If you can’t find it on the web, look for hard copies in
one of the shops, telephone 01235 835301 or 01235
221030 or e mail info@keepharwellrural.org.
Planning Applications, Permissions
Refusal
P14/V1764/HH Hill Crest Reading Road Construct 2 dormers.

Permissions
P14/V1722/FUL West field entrance to Harwell Recreation
Ground. Proposed widening and reinforce access from A417.
P14/V1663/FUL - 94 dwellings at land off Blenheim Hill –
Tree Preservation Order issued for the site
Applications
P14/V1886/FUL Land to rear of Firs and Ambleside Didcot
Road Harwell Erection of 14 no. dwellings and associated
infrastructure. The PC had concerns re parking and on street
congestion, rear access, bin storage.
P14/V2130/O Land at Reading Road Outline application for
residential development consisting for up to 44 dwellings and
open space. The PC objected on a large number of grounds see the PC web pages.
P14/V2286/O Orchard Way Harwell Outline application for a
residential development with means of access. HPC objected
citing among its reasons the lack any development proposal; it
was possible that it could be more extensive than between the
Orchard Way houses. See the HPC web pages for more.
P14/V2258/O Land at South Drive Harwell Outline
application for demolition of existing 13 dwellings and
erection of up to 120 dwellings with associated infrastructure,
access, parking and landscaping. HPC didn't object but made
comments particularly about continuing the S106 agreement
made for the previous application.
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Major Applications Planning News
Blenheim Hill: The developers will be submitting
revised plans in the next few days. It is understood that
there will be a reduction in the number of houses, more
two bedroom houses, and a revised layout with the
housing further away from the existing neighbouring
houses. There will be a two week window in December
for comments.
Reading Road and Orchard Way: Consultation on
these two applications has closed. You can see
everyone’s comments on the planning website and the
Parish Council comments are also on the PC website.
However, revised details of the Orchard Way
application have just been submitted and should be
open for further consultation in December.
Harwell Link Road: Oxford County Council has
submitted a planning application for this road. Details
on the PC and the OCC websites. Funding is available,
and work could start next year.
GWP Junction: Detailed plans for the traffic light
junction on the B4493 on the Didcot Road have just
been submitted, together with plans for the first parcel
of housing south of the B4493. This junction will give
access to and from Great Western Park and must be
completed by September next year ready for the
opening of the University Technical College.

Do you want Harwell kept rural?
This is your opportunity to make a difference to the
Keep Harwell Rural Campaign (KHR)
KHR was formed in 1998, and has taken part since then
in every planning issue and enquiry about housing
developments on our doorstep. Current effort involves
responding to the changing Vale Local Plans that affect
the entire village, but we have also monitored individual
planning applications and have conducted traffic,
shopping and household surveys.
Over the years we have invested many hours making
the wider concerns of villagers known and noticed.
Lasting success has come from the pressure that we
have mounted for new roads to reduce the threat of
extra traffic through the village, with work on a Harwell
by-pass hopefully starting next year. A planning
application has just been submitted by the County
Council.
If you want KHR to continue and are prepared to be the
next generation that can make a difference MAKE
YOUR PRESENCE FELT NOW by contacting the
Secretary Carol Quarini on 01235 835419 or following
the contact link on www.keepharwellrural.org
Only with new enthusiasts will KHR be able to carry on
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Parish Council Meetings
October:
The Leader of the Vale of White Horse District Council
Mr Matthew Barber was present for part of the meeting,
and explained a bit about the Local Plan. During the
ensuing discussion Councillors and members of the
public expressed their concerns about the numbers of
homes allocated to Harwell in addition to those already
agreed, for example at Alder View, and particularly
those allocated within the North Wessex Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Also mentioned were extra demands on existing
infrastructure, numbers of affordable homes allocated
and what that term actually meant, protection of green
space, and the viability of approving the Plan when
infrastructure models have not yet been generally
released for inspection. Mr Barber said that he was
aware of the concerns but that approval of the Plan
would probably not be delayed.
Representatives of the GWP developers gave a
presentation on plans for a section within the Parish.
Under financial matters, it was agreed that the Council
will stand as Third Party Funder if necessary for grant
requests for the Village Hall project., with the proviso
that the Hall will repay any amounts paid from
subsequent grants.
An application from the Harwell RBL Club for a period
of rent relief was discussed, with 2 Councillors
declaring an interest and absenting themselves. The
Council was not satisfied that it would be an appropriate
use of Council funds to suspend the rent but re-iterated
that a request for a grant towards a specific project
would be given due consideration provided that it was
supported by up-to-date accounts and projections.
Following planning permission, it was agreed the
Council should get quotes for the work proposed to the
entrance, with all quotes to be compliant with OCC
requirements. Approval was also given for the HHYFC
presentation evening on the recreation ground on 22nd
May 2015, in the marquee provided by Harwell Feast
Committee.
November
In the Open Forum, a representative of the owners of
the site in Orchard Way summarised the proposal and
answered Councillor’s questions about the application.
Several Parishioners expressed concerns about the
proposal, including that the entrance area was not
sufficiently accurate on the plan, the traffic survey had
been inadequate, and the use of the entrance would
render parking more difficult. Since the application was
just regarding the access to the site, there was concern
that the eventual application would not just be for the
small area adjacent to Orchard Way.
Residents from adjacent to the Reading Road site then
expressed their concerns about the development, that 2storey buildings would be out of character in parts of
the site, run-off from the site could cause problems on
the highway, light pollution, loss of privacy to
neighbours and loss of open space within the North
Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
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Councillors went on to discuss both applications and
agreed there were grounds to object to both; a request
for S106 funds was agreed for the Reading Road
application. See elsewhere in the newsletter and PC web
pages for more on these and other applications.
The County Council is consulting on another junction
on the south side of the B4493 between the A34 and the
GWP main junction. It wishes to ban right turns coming
onto the B4493, which could mean increased traffic
through the village. The Council agreed it should not
support the proposal without an actual plan for the site
including the revised Framework Document which
would be required, and without consideration of the
impact on cyclists going to and from GWP and Didcot.
The Council approved donations of £100 to the Didcot
CAB, and £25 to the British Legion for the wreath laid
on Remembrance Sunday.
The request from Harwell Feast Committee to use the
recreation ground for Feast Day 2015 was noted and the
Clerk asked to approve the appropriate paperwork in
due course.
The Council agreed that the webmaster be asked to
create a dedicated Facebook page for Harwell Parish
Council to be used for posting factual information
relevant to the parish. [Note: this is now live, so if you
are a Facebook User, “like” the page for updates.]
It was also agreed that Sovereign should be asked to
send a representative to meet the Parish Council to
discuss any issues that arise in areas of joint interest
such as open spaces, and to increase understanding of
planned developments within the Parish.
A short full Council meeting will be held on Tuesday
9th December, before the Finance meeting, the main
topic to be planning matters.
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web, in draft form until approved at the
following meeting. The next Parish Council meetings
will be on Tuesdays 9th December and 13th January.
Items for the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S.
Taylor one week before the meeting.
Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk,
by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to P.O. Box 223
Wantage OX12 2DH. Note that items posted can take
some days due to the PO Box number service. Office
hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays. To
contact Councillors, see the appropriate page at
www.harwellparish.co.uk.

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking
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December 2014
Diary Dates 2015...

Harwell Village Hall
Redevelopment Project
Latest news:
Great news on the Grants front! It has just been
confirmed that we have been awarded £15K from the
New Homes Bonus and £4K from the Capital
Communities Grant, both administered by the Vale of
White Horse. Well done and thanks to Sue Greatbanks
for all her hard work!
We are working on several other grant applications,
including the National Lottery Heritage Fund and
expect to hear from WREN in March next year. Once
the build starts, further time-sensitive grant applications
will follow.
Events: a very busy couple of months has added another
£3k to our total. We’d like to thank all our helpers and
in particular Kath Luker who has been instrumental in
organising all of our hugely popular musical evenings.
Our current fundraising total from events, donations,
gift aid, grants, etc., now stands at an impressive
£247,000
Voting to date indicates that our January Film Event is
likely to be “The 100 Year Old Man who Climbed Out
of a Window and Disappeared”. See the website for the
final result of our poll and a trailer of the film.
The last Safari Supper sold out quickly so contact
Debbie to get on her mailing list if you’re keen to go!
We are always looking for more help so if you have
ideas about fundraising, or work for someone who
might help us, we would love to hear from you.
WIN WITH OUR NEW 100 CLUB!
The Village Hall Fundraising Committee is opening a
3rd 100 Club for 2015 and we are inviting you to join!
How to play: pick your favourite number(s) between 1
and 100. It’s first-come, first-serve but you can choose
as many numbers as you like. Price: £10 per number.

Saturday Film Event – see
17th Jan main text.

Harwell Village Hall.
Doors and bar open 7pm;
£5 per person, £12 film showing from 7.30pm.
Tickets available from
including Fish &
Bob’s Butchers or Barbara
Chips.
Jackson on 835698.

Saturday Safari Supper –
7th Mar come and join in
the fun again this
year!

Contact Debbie by email,
debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.
uk or phone, 01235
820760, to make sure you
are included on her mailing
list for this great event.

Saturday 1940s Evening of
21st Mar Entertainment in
conjunction with
the Didcot
Twinning
Association

Harwell Village Hall.

Sunday Country and
12th Apr Western Evening

Harwell Village Hall.
Doors and bar open 7pm;
Concert starts 7.30pm.
Save the date - more
details to follow!

£10 per person

Save the date - more
details to follow!

Please check the Village Hall website
(harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and the Fundraising and
Community facebook pages for more information on these
and future events and on how you can support our project.
Contact:
 Keith Beswick for letters of support, business contacts,
etc. on 01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk
 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc. on
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk

As soon as all 100 numbers are sold, there will be 10
monthly draws with money prizes every time:
1st prize: £25; 2nd prize: £15; 3rd prize: £5.
It is relatively good odds on winning something over
the 10 draws and a great way to support our Project!
To join in, please contact Clare Wagner, tel. 835425 or
email clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked
Be part &ofCleaned
it! out

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of
Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not
those of the Parish Council. Items for the February issue
should be sent by January 23rd. - Martin Ricketts, ed.
email news@ harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is by Mrs Pat Staples, Talbot’s Way, Grove
Road. Advertising queries to the Clerk - see page 3.
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Little Pippins Pre-School
First of all, a big ‘Thank You’ to
the Harwell Feast Committee for
their donation of £420 towards
maths resources at Pippins. The items have
been purchased and are already in use
helping the children explore and learn about
numbers, shapes, colour and size.
Another big ‘Thank you’ to everyone who
voted for us in the Lloyds Bank Community
Fund public vote. We have been awarded a
£2000 grant from Lloyds Bank Community
Fund, which will enable us to make a start on
a Forest School area at Pippins for children
now and in future years. The award will be
used to train staff and to start fencing and
landscaping the proposed area.
Little Pippins provides pre-school care and
education for children between the ages of 2½
and 5 years during term time. We also offer a
Breakfast Club for 3-11 year olds with a
walking bus to Harwell School.
Some of our sessions are full for the January
term but there are a few places available;
please do contact us to check availability or
arrange a visit, and to register to join the
waiting list. We are now accepting
registrations for September 2015 onwards.
Nursery Education Funding is available from the
term after your child’s 3rd birthday for up to 15
hours per week and we also offer some funded
places for 2½ year olds under the Two Year Old
early education scheme.
There is more on our website and you can
download a registration form or contact us at:
Little Pippins Pre-School, Freeman Orchard,
Gaveston Road OX11 0HP Tel: 01235 821741
Email: littlepippins@btinternet.com
Website: www.littlepippins.org.uk
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The Harwell Scout
Group would like to
thank everyone who
attended our Fireworks
event on 7th November
for helping make it a
very successful evening. We particularly thank
Harwell School and Head teacher Bryn
Gibson for allowing us to use the school field
for the event. Funds raised at the event will be
put toward the purchase of an additional
marquee for use at Scout and village events.
The Explorers, Scouts and older Cubs have
taken part in a variety of camps over the halfterm week which included working on
camping and leadership skills and the
Explorers working towards their Duke of
Edinburgh awards. The Beavers have enjoyed
a sleep-over at the Church hall helping some
of our newest members gain their first ‘Nights
Away’ badge.
Those who attended the Remembrance
Sunday Parade on November 9th will already
have seen that the Scout Group continues to
thrive with a membership of over 120 boys
and girls between the four sections.
Meetings usually take place in St Matthew’s
Church Hall, The Park. The age groups are:
Section
Beavers
Cub Scouts
Scouts
Explorers

Age
6-8
8-10½
10½-14½
14½-18

Meeting Day
Tuesday
Monday/Wed
Wednesday
Monday

Due to huge demand we started a second
Beaver Scout Colony last year and have just
started a second Cub Scout Pack this
autumn. One or two groups are fairly full but
there may be places so it’s worth asking us.
If your child is interested in joining, please
contact the appropriate section leader. You
can find the contact details on our web site at
http://harwellscouts.org.uk/contactus/. For
Beaver age children, it would be a good idea
to get in touch well in advance of their sixth
birthday in order to join the waiting list.

Our Hall is available for private bookings such as
Birthday Parties or regular Weekly Activities –
Book Groups, Yoga, Dancing etc.
Cost of Hire - ₤8 per hour
Contact Anne Gill 01235 833575 or
Roz Shipp 01235 863342
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Do you enjoy working with Young children?

Do you have a few hours to spare on a
Tuesday or Wednesday evening?
The 1st Harwell Beaver Scouts or Cub Scout
leadership team are looking for an adult to join
them for their meetings to support a child with
additional needs. Safe guarding checks will
need to be carried out. No experience
necessary, training will be given.
If you are interested or would like more
information please email Zara at
bsl@harwellscouts.org.uk.
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Brian Zimmerman receives Vale award
The work of volunteers and volunteering organisations
from the Vale of White Horse has been acknowledged a
recent awards ceremony.
Over 60 volunteers attended the ceremony at The
Beacon in Wantage to join Vale Chairman Councillor
Mike Badcock in celebrating their exceptional work for
the district. One was Brian Zimmerman, pictured here
with Mike Badcock:

More about the Beavers
They are children between 5 ¾ and 8
1st Harwell Scouts have two colonies who
meet on a Tuesday evening for an hour and
approximately once a month come together
for joint 1 ½ meetings.
Meeting times:
‘Ridgeway’ from 5.15pm-6.15pm and
‘Driftway’ from 6.30pm-7.30pm.
Craft, cooking, baking, climbing, abseiling,
golf, camping and much more…

In the nomination, Harwell Parish Council said:
"Harwell Scouts has become one of the most involved,
adventurous and over-subscribed groups in Oxfordshire.
Brian has, for many years and several generations, been
the leading light and moving force behind the
establishment of this group. Lots of children and young
adults are enjoying amazing opportunities as part of
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers led by people
Brian has enabled to grow into leadership roles."

For more information contact Zara at
bsl@harwellscouts.org.uk

ZUMBA!
Party yourself into Shape
St Matthews Church Hall, Thursday 7pm
Also Steventon V. Hall Monday 7.30pm
Absolute Beginners Welcome
No need to book, £5 admission
ZUMBA with Jayne ZIN Instructor
Tel: 07901 860 899

Visit our website to see our selection of
mouth-watering cakes and breads –
www.abc4baking.com
OR
telephone: 07851 181391

email: info@abc4baking.com
Or visit our stall Fridays from 9am to 4pm outside
Bob’s Family Butchers
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Harwell Gardeners' Club
Meetings in 2015 start on 5th January with Timothy
Walker talking about Plant hunting in China. The
competition is An exotic garden photo.
Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall.
Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join
the Harwell Gardeners' Club. You might also like:
Traditional Christmas Plants
Tuesday 16th December 2014
Timothy Walker will be talking about plants from all
over the world that we associate with Christmas:
almonds and sugar to make marzipan, a Christmas tree
for presents, a poinsettia for a table decoration and, of
course, mistletoe!
Timothy Walker was until recently Director of the
University of Oxford Botanic Garden and has now
taken up a post as Lecturer in Plant Sciences at
Somerville College.
There is far more to these plants than their role in the 12
days of Christmas - their stories range from the same of
slavery to success of plant conservation, and from the
origins of agriculture and civilisation to prove that
Darwin's theory on the origin of species can and does
work.
So why not come and enjoy some mulled wine, a mince
pie or two and listen to a speaker who wowed us all at
his last talk!
Cafe Scientifique meetings are at Cornerstone, 7 for
7.30pm on the third Tuesday of every month. Do come
early and try out the range of food and drink in Cafe
Bar.
Each month we have a different speaker, and would
welcome your ideas for topics or speakers. The events
are aimed at an audience aged 16+.
There is no need to book - just turn up! However,
please be aware - should visitor numbers exceed the
capacity of the venue, some people may be denied entry
- so best to arrive early!
Whilst we do not charge for attendance we do ask for a
voluntary donation of £1 or £2 per person to cover the
cost of hiring the sound amplification that is required
now our numbers have grown.

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall
car park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the
following Wednesdays: Dec. 3rd 17th, Jan 14, 28.

Hedgemead Flowers
Local Florist
Est. 20 years

For beautiful Bouquets and Tributes
Stunning Wedding Flowers
Delivery Service
www.hedgemeadflowers.co.uk
To order please contact
8, Broadway Close
Helen Norris 833 046
Harwell OX11 0LB
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HARWELL WI
It really is all downhill now to Christmas! At our
October meeting we had ‘Hands-on’ Water Colour
painting with our own local artist and WI Member,
Agatha Gerard, and everyone painted a small canvas of
'Poppies in a field'. It was a great success and very
much enjoyed by all.
November saw Gillian Cane coming to tell us the story
of the famous Mitford Sisters who were notorious and
stylish independent minded ladies of their time, moving
in the aristocratic social circles of the 1930's.
We have also had a club dinner at The Hart of Harwell,
and a visit to Abingdon Operatic Society's production of
‘Sweet Charity'.
On 10th December we will be having our Christmas
Party, a social evening with non alcoholic mulled wine,
mince pies and a huge selection of puddings, a great
idea for those of us who never seem to have room for
puddings after a meal. Please let us know if you are a
non-member thinking of visiting us for the December
party, because of the pud catering!
Then on 14th January we have a very essential talk
about Wills & Powers of Attorney from Slade Legal in
Didcot. ‘Hands-on’ Craft from ‘No Two Things’ Craft
Shop in Didcot will be demonstrated on 11th February
and at the end of the WI year on 11th March we will be
having our AGM and a fun bout of ‘Call my Bluff’.
Members meet regularly at The Hart of Harwell on a
Wednesday morning for coffee and pastries. The
numbers are increasing weekly. Call in and say ‘Hello’.
The ‘knitters’, who meet every Monday evening at
7.30pm in The Hart, have completed little woolly hats
for Smoothies – they made 256 hats for the charity 'Age
U.K.' They now have another project which is top secret
until Christmas but if you are interested go along and
see what they are up to!
There are Theatre trips, as and when available, which
are notified to a mailing list of interested parties. There
are also many other outings organised by Oxfordshire
Federation of WIs and these are advertised in our
monthly newsletter, News & Views. Most outings can
be attended by the Members and friends and booked via
Andrea, our Club Treasurer.
Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the
second Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more about joining us or about any of
the above activities, contact our Secretary, Penny
Marsh, on 01235 835430 or email wi@harwellwi.org
HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE
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Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service
The 2014 Parade and Service at the War Memorial were
organised by the Royal British Legion Harwell Branch
and St Matthew’s Church Harwell on behalf of Harwell
Parish Council. Parish Councillors closed the roads and
marshalled the traffic. It was followed by a Service at St
Matthew’s Church.
The Parade marched from Townsend to the War
Memorial in the High Street. The Parade included
Harwell Parish Council, Royal British Legion Harwell
Branch, Harwell Village RBL Club, 2410 (Didcot)
Squadron Air Training Corps, 1st Harwell (St
Matthew’s) Scouts and Girl Guiding Harwell, about 200
people in total and 10 Standards. The ATC cadets
formed a Guard of Honour at the War Memorial. Their
arrival was accompanied by Bagpiper, John McFarlane
Horgan, who played a selection of pieces through the
service. It was good to see all of the youth groups in
attendance; all gave an excellent account of their
organisations.
The Service at the War Memorial was attended by about
450 villagers. It was conducted by the Rector of
Harwell Church Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mobey. Mrs. Kate
Evans from Harwell Church led the singing.
The Last Post was sounded by Dr Tony Hughes and the
Two Minutes Silence observed. Wreaths were laid by
Harwell Parish Council, Royal British Legion Harwell
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Branch, Harwell Village RBL Club, 2410 (Didcot)
Squadron ATC, 1st Harwell (St Matthew’s) Scouts &
Girl Guiding Harwell.
The Parade marched to St Matthew’s Church. Standard
Bearers from the parade formed a Guard of Honour at
the entrance to the Church. The Church Service was
attended by about 210 people, with primary school-aged
children attending a special session at the Church Hall.
Legion Members attended the Ceremony at the War
Graves in Harwell Cemetery after the Service and laid a
wreath in honour of the fallen at the Memorial there
Armistice Day Ceremony
About 40 people gathered for the Ceremony at the War
Memorial on the following Tuesday. The Branch
President led the Ceremony, the Last Post was sounded
and the Two Minutes Silence observed. The Branch
Standard was dipped in honour of the fallen. A wreath
was laid by the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes
Harwell and a Poppy artwork was laid by Little Pippins.
Thanks are due to all who attended or participated in the
Commemorations; also to Harwell Gardeners Club for
maintaining the gardens around the War Memorial and
Harwell Parish Council and the Gardeners Club for the
appearance of the surrounding area.
Peter Cox, Harwell RBL Branch Secretary
Below: During the Two Minutes Silence:

Didcot First’s Business & Community Awards
D-Day Parade Commemoration and Chilton Festival
were presented with the Raising Awareness Award for
2014 at a recent event at Cornerstone.
Representatives from Harwell RBL and Chilton Festival
Committee were presented with the Award by their
category Judge Grant Hayward, Director at Collaborent
Ltd and given prize money of £100, which will be
donated to the Poppy Appeal.

At the awards ceremony were from left Category Judge Grant
Hayward, Chilton Festival Committee Member Adrian
Maughan, Harwell RBL Ceremonial Officer Peter Davies,
Chairman of Chilton Festival Committee Bob Girling &
Didcot Town Mayor Scott Wilgrove.

Peter Davies, Ceremonial Officer and Parade
Coordinator “The parade is an annual event but made
more significant with the 70th Anniversary upon us this
year. The Chilton Festival was a brilliant way to bring
the community together to recognise the anniversary of
the events of June 1944 and re-engage with the local
villagers the significance of the Harwell Site. →
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Christmas 1914 by Charlie East
“How old are you?” the Sergeant asked, “Eighteen” was the lad’s reply.
The Sergeant looked him up and down, then chose to turn a blind eye.
‘Cause volunteers were needed to fight against the foe
And if the lad was willing, well……why not let him go!
“Don’t worry Mum, this war won’t last and there’s no need to cry,
They say it’ll be over by Christmas.” But she wiped a tear from her eye.
He proudly marched out of Wantage town with pride and head held high,
But sadness filled his mother’s heart as she stood and waved goodbye.
And so to Flanders our lad was sent, with hope and inspiration,
But all he found was broken men and a land of devastation!
Where trees were gone amid fields of mud with craters full of water
And men were daily sent over the top, like lambs going to slaughter.
His home became a sodden trench surrounded by barbed wire
And if they dared to raise their heads, they were met with machine gun fire.
The shells rained down all day and night, destroying all in its wake
This was surely Hell on earth that no man could undertake.
Then looking towards the German lines, on a clear and frosty night
Our lad, on sentry duty heard, singing………Silent Night.
For it was Christmas Eve of course, a special time and then
The Tommy’s all joined in as well, to show…. Goodwill to fellow Men
Next morning as the sun came up, a German soldier appeared
Putting down his rifle as his fellow comrades cheered.
He climbed out of the muddy trench with white flag in his hand
“Merry Christmas Tommy” he shouted as he entered No Man’s Land
“Merry Christmas Fritz” our lad replied, as he left his post unmanned
And he walked towards the German with an outstretched hand.
Standing there face to face, on that bare and muddy ground
They calmly embraced each other and cheers ran all around.
The two sides met in No Man’s Land, sharing drinks between each other
And showing family photos, of a wife, sister or brother.
They talked and laughed and shared their food, like a family Christmas dinner
And then they had a football match to try and find a winner.
But no one really worried about the final score,
For the real winner was Christmas and the love it shared once more.
And as the moonlight shone, upon that barren ground
Back to their trenches they all went, without making a sound.
For they knew the shelling would re-start, in the morning at first light
And some of them would not live, to see the next moonlight.
And as she read his letter, tears of joy began to flow,
Of how he’d shared his Christmas in the company of his foe.
Of how he’d shown compassion to a brother of mankind.
And thoughts of happiness soon filled her troubled mind.
But that was quickly altered as a telegram came to the door
The one she had been dreading, from this awful war
She stood and read it slowly, its words just simple and plain
That she would not be seeing, her young boy again.
And when the war was over, the soldiers did not crow.
For the only thing that they could see were the crosses, row on row.
Of the millions that were slaughtered just to gain a mile
And the question still unanswered ….Was it really all worthwhile?
_______________________________________
BACAs: “It is great to receive this award in recognition of the larger effort
put in this year resulting in a significant public presence highlighting the
history of the Harwell Site.” Bob Girling of the Chilton Festival Committee
said thanks were due to all who provided an enjoyable, fun, music-packed
day with time to reflect on the 70th Anniversary of D-Day. This was the 6th
year of the BACAs, organised by Didcot First, supported by Taylor Wimpey.
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The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell.
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992
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The History Group
Violette Szabo - Young, Brave and Beautiful
On October 26th, more than 76 people came to the
village hall hear Tania Szabo talk about the life of her
mother, the SOE hero, Violette Szabo. She gave a
gripping and detailed account with charm, wit and an
astonishing lack of bitterness.

December 2014
The famous film, “Carve Her Name with Pride” (1958)
starring Virginia McKenna told the story of Violette
Szabo, and Tania has now published a biography,
“Young, Brave and Beautiful.”
Tania Szabo used to live in Harwell with her
grandparents. The History Group and those who were in
the audience would like to thank her very much for
coming to speak to us so engagingly.

The daughter of a French mother and English father,
lively, fond of ‘cycling, shooting and fashionable
clothes, Violette spent the early part of World War 2 in
the Land Army, an aircraft factory and the ATS. When
her husband, Etienne Szabo, a distinguished Free
French fighter, was killed in 1942, she joined the
Special Operations Executive – which Churchill hoped
would “set Europe ablaze” by training and providing
equipment to Resistance movements in occupied
Europe. On her first mission, Violette was sent to assess
whether the Resistance network Salesman was still
viable, several of its key members having been arrested
in the Rouen-Dieppe area. She established that the
network was ruined, but also acquired very useful
information about local factories producing war
materials. En route back to England, she purchased
fashionable clothes, perfume and a yellow dress for
Tania in Paris.
In June 1944, Violette parachuted into the Limoges
area, part of a team, Salesman 2, intended to operate in
the department of Haute Vienne. Because the local
Resistance was not as well-organised as expected, she
was sent to establish contact with the maquis in the
Dordogne area. A colleague insisted on making the
journey by car – rather than by bicycle, as Violette had
intended – and this attracted the suspicion of soldiers
from a German panzer unit heading northward for the
Normandy beaches. After a gun battle, Violette was
captured. She was interrogated and tortured, and, with
other prisoners, sent to Ravensbruck Concentration
Camp. Intended to hold 7,000 prisoners, in 1944 the
camp contained 90,000. After a spell in the
Koeningsburg Camp, felling trees in the bitter winter
snow wearing only the summer dress in which she had
originally been captured, Violette was returned to
Ravensbruck where, after a period of unspeakably
brutal confinement in the punishment block, in early
February 1945, she was shot.
Violette Szabo was awarded the George Cross in 1946
and the citation stated: “She was …. continuously and
atrociously tortured but never by word or deed gave
away any of her acquaintances or told the enemy
anything of any value. She was ultimately executed.
Madame Szabo gave a magnificent example of courage
and steadfastness.” Her grandmother thought that Tania
should receive the George Cross from King George VI
on her own, and, aged 5, she did so. Tania told us that
the king explained to her, rather sadly, that he would
pin the medal on the right, rather than the left, since she
was there as her mother’s representative; he told her to
look after the cross for her mother. And she has.
We were able to see the medals award to Etienne and
Violette, which included the Croix de Guerre and
Medaille de la Resistance.

BUILDING & JOINERY
∙ Extensions and building services ∙
∙ Windows and doors ∙
∙ Handmade painted kitchens ∙
∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙
Tel/Fax: 01235 835553
www.fox-wood.co.uk
E-mail: info@fox-wood.co.uk
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Defibrillator at the Village Hall
We now have a defibrillator at the Village Hall. This
has been very kindly given to the village by the
Plymouth Brethren, after they read in Harwell News
that the subject was being discussed. It was handed over
by them at the October Parish Council meeting:

December 2014
Steventon Bridge Update
I have been working with Network Rail and the County
Council for many months to try to mitigate the impact
of the closure of Steventon Bridge while the
electrification works take place, as I did for the other
bridge closures in my Constituency.
I was able to negotiate a solution to the bridge on the
A338 which means the road will only be closed for a
few days over weekends next summer. I regret that this
has not been possible at Steventon. This is because
there is simply no space available to build a new bridge
next to the old one. I have also explored other
possibilities, such as lowering the line rather than
raising the bridge, but the very real risk of the line
flooding has ruled that out.

The instrument is located on the wall to the right of the
main door of the Village Hall, and the ambulance
service has registered it on its database. If somebody
collapses in the village you should call 999 and then ask
for ambulance and they will dispatch paramedics and
give you the code for the door. If it is night time take a
torch so you can see to enter the door code, but a light
may be installed in time. You will need to collect the
two packages on either side of the defibrillator as well.
The defibrillator is entirely automatic and the
ambulance service will talk you through using it - it will
not work if there is no need for it so it is impossible to
harm anybody who collapses.
There will be an awareness event for anyone interested
on Wednesday 21st January, at 7pm in the village hall.

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell







REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
Free Estimates, No job too small
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com

That means, very unfortunately, that there is no
alternative to closing the road while the bridge is raised.
I will continue to work with Network Rail and the
County Council. I have asked for a meeting with both to
ensure that every possible measure is taken to reduce, as
far as possible, the impact of the closure. That will
include the potential to re-open the Drayton slip roads
to the A34 , although the impact there on some
Steventon residents and on other communities, as well
as the state of the slip road, may be too great to make
that feasible. It will also mean taking a very detailed
look at all the work needed on roads around the area so
that they remain in good condition while the bridge is
closed and traffic using the roads increases. I will also
ask for speed limits on minor roads to be reconsidered
so that if traffic volumes increase, the roads remain
safe.
I am pleased that following my contact with the County
Council about the impact of the concurrent closure of
Steventon Bridge and the planned roadworks on the
A34, a solution has been found which means that 2
lanes will remain open in both directions during the
work at Milton Junction. This is a considerable
improvement on the previous plans to narrow to just a
single lane at this important point. Coupled with a speed
limit of 50mph during the work, this should go a long
way to keeping traffic moving.
Finally, I have checked with industry experts that the
narrowing of the line to just 2 tracks at Steventon rather
than the 4 available elsewhere is not a barrier to the
potential re-opening of the Wantage Road Station at
Grove. Lord Bill Bradshaw (the LibDem spokesman on
Transport in the House of Lords, who is an expert on
railways and a constituent) and I raised the reopening of
the station with the Secretary of State for Transport last
week, and it is still very much on the agenda.
The closure of Steventon Bridge is undoubtedly going
to be a major inconvenience for all local residents and
for those of us who travel through the village regularly.
I will do all I can to ensure that every possible step is
taken to reduce the overall impact.
Ed Vaizey MP, Minister of State for Culture & the
Digital Economy
Member of Parliament for Wantage and Didcot
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Harwell Village Club RBL
We are now looking forward to Christmas and the New
Year with a full programme of events planned for the
coming weeks. A new sound system has been installed
by our Club Secretary Ian Clarke and we are able to
play music in all areas of the club or selected areas as
preferred. This has been a really positive step forward
and again thanks to the members of the SOC Fund who
have helped make this happen.
Several members of the Management Committee
marched with the Branch representatives at the
Remembrance Day Parade including two members of
the Harwell RFC and their children. A wreath was laid
on behalf of the members by Vice Chair Yvonne
Hinchliffe and following the service in the church a
light lunch with appropriate musical accompaniment
was enjoyed back at the club!
Patrick Muldoon successfully passed his Cellar
Management Examination on November 11th and in the
New Year when refurbishment has been completed in
our cellar we are hoping that he will look to upgrade his
skills even further in this area. We are running a Cask
Ale special for December in which we are putting our
customers’ skills to the test. For 3 weeks from the 1st
December there will be a different guest ale each week.
Its identity however will be known only to us and you
have to decide on the name of the brew. At the end of
the 3 weeks the customers who have guessed the names
of each of the ales correctly will go into a draw for a
very worthwhile Christmas present.
Events planned for December:
Sat. 6th Christmas Quiz – festive food – ring club to
book or Yvonne on 835397
Sat 13th Harwell & Hendred Football Club social event
Sun 14th Children’s Christmas Party
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From the Archives 100 years ago - there were no
meetings between June 1914 and March 1915.
50 years ago - there was a lot of letter-writing:
Meeting held on Friday November 20th 1964. Mr
Brinkley took the Chair. The Clerk said he had written
again to the County Council about A417 in particular its
junction with A4130 and had received a most unhelpful
reply.
The Clerk had discussed with the Chairman & Clerk of
Milton Parish Council the possibility of re-opening Path
No.7. Although they did not expect much response they
said they would bring it up at their next meeting.
Path Orchard Way to High Street - After enquiring
from the RDC about ownership the Clerk said he had
written to Mr Mellor (Highway works?)
The Cleave - Another letter had been written to the
County Surveyor complaining about the new temporary
footpath.
Coal Dust - The Clerk said he had written to the
County who had said it was a matter for the Police.
(omitting more letters etc.)
Cemetery - It was reported by Mrs Brett that the
Gravedigger had struck an old coffin & had had to fill
in & redig. It was agreed that the sum of £3 should be
paid for this extra work. After a discussion on Cemetery
maps, numbering of graves etc., it was agreed that the
Cemetery Committee should discuss the various
difficulties.
Planning Application: The proposal that 300 houses be
built on 22 acres SE of the village was discussed. The
possible difficulties of sewerage, schooling, etc. were
pointed. Most Councillors looked upon the proposal
with caution.
Litter bins: Mr McNiven said might it not be possible
to find someone to repair the litter bins and bus shelter
glass.
Continued on page 13 →

Sat 20th Christmas Disco
Sun 21st Christmas Dinner £12:50
Mon 22nd Christmas Cheers Happy hour 7:00 – 9:00!!
Tue 23rd In house games night – snooker/darts

Property Maintenance Services

Wed 24th Grand Christmas Draw

Guttering / Plastic Roofline / Roofing / Moss
Removal / Painting / Patios / Paths / Drives /
Turfing / Hedge Cutting / Gardening / Fencing /
Carpentry / Repointing & much more
For a Free Estimate contact Michael on

Christmas day Club open lunchtime 12:00 – 2:00 pm
Boxing Day Harwell RFC v. Rest of the World Rugby.
12:00 – 5:00 pm
Wed 31st New Year’s Eve Dance – Live music/food –
Tickets available from club £15:00

01235 835 582 / mobile 07831 550 433
www.mjtalbot.co.uk

For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153
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Harwell Safari Supper 2015

Protect Rural Oxfordshire!

The next village Safari Supper will take place on
Saturday 7th March 2015. This is a wonderful
opportunity to enjoy a meal, explore the village, meet
new faces and raise money for a good cause. It is a very
popular event, about 140 attended last year, and sells
out very quickly.

Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE)
Oxfordshire is holding a public meeting to discuss the
Vale Local Plan and threats to rural Oxfordshire.
There will be an opportunity for local residents to find
out how they can respond to the Plan and object to site
allocations in the Green Belt and AONB.
Join us on Tuesday, 2 December, 7.30pm – 9pm, at

All money raised will go towards the Harwell Village
Hall redevelopment project. More information about
this project can be found on the Village Hall website,
www.harwellvillagehall.co.uk. Last time we raised
more than £2,800 and will be hoping to match that
again next year.
There is a sliding scale of charges depending on your
participation. You can pay the full amount and get a
delicious, home cooked, 3 course meal including wine
with the first 2 courses. Alternatively you could offer to
host a starter or a main course, or provide a dessert.
Starter and main courses are normally for 8 people and
are hosted by villagers in their own homes. Desserts and
coffee are in the Village Hall at the end of the evening.
An email has been sent recently to the mailing list. If
you are interested in attending the supper and have not
received the email or would like to find out more, then
please email Debbie at debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk or
phone 01235 820760 to make sure that you are included
on the mailing list. We will start taking bookings in
January and expect places to fill up very quickly.

Have Your Say Meeting with local Police
The next Have Your Say meeting in Harwell is on
Saturday 20th December, from 12 noon until 1pm at the
Village Hall (possibly! Hall is booked). If there is
anything you wish to discuss with Tim do come along.
PCSO C9815 Tim.deane@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk

Long Furlong Community Centre, Boulter Drive,
Abingdon, OX14 1XP.
For more details email: campaign@cpreoxon.org.uk or
go to: www.cpreoxon.org.uk
From the archives – cont. from p 12
Street Lights: It was agreed that a new fluorescent light
was not needed at the top of Blenheim Hill. It was also
agreed to erect a light in The Cleave adjacent to the
footbridge at the Burr St end.
Meeting held on 21st December 1964 in the Village
Hall at 8pm. Mr Brinkley took the Chair. On the
previous minutes Mr Woodall suggested that the
wording of the minute referring to the proposal for 300
houses was not worded strongly enough.
Cemetery: The Clerk said that because burials were
about to take place in the new part of the cemetery,
there were a number of policy decisions to be taken. It
was agreed that a Cemetery Committee meeting should
be arranged.
Street Lighting: A decision was required on the street
lamps to be installed on the new Grove Rd estate. [It
was agreed in January that 2 lights would be erected.]
Rec Ground fence: It was decided that the Rec.
Ground Committee should arrange for a gate to be
erected in the top fence.
It was suggested that the piece of land in Orchard Way
behind the Youth Club could be used as a car park. The
Clerk was instructed to write to the owners the R.D.C.
regarding this matter.
Post Office: Complaints were made about the
inadequacies of the Post Office arrangements in the cooperative shop. The Clerk was asked to write to either
the G.P.O. or the Oxford Co-op Society. It was pointed
out that the stamp machine was invariably empty at
weekends.
Time of meeting: After several requests were received
to begin the meetings earlier it was decided to begin in
future at 7.30pm.
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NOTICE OF RBL CLUB AGM

Ed Vaizey MP Parish News November 2014

The Harwell Village Royal British Legion Club Annual
General Meeting will be held at the club on FRIDAY
30th JANUARY 2015 at 8 p.m.

We’ve all noticed in recent years that there seem to be
ever more special days and weeks set aside to remind us
of particular good causes. I’ve come across two recently
which particularly struck a chord with me.

This will cover all aspects of Club business including
election of Committee members under the current club
rules.
An update of the current trading position and future
development plans will be given.
All members are encouraged to attend.
Ian Clarke, Club Secretary.

Your excellent recycling achievements
Defra has just announced its Recycling League Table
for 2013-2014 and with your ongoing participation the
Vale of White Horse District Council has earned 3rd
position.Well done to all households in Harwell for
such excellent support.
Our recycling and composting rate was 65.27% but we
were very closely beaten by two districts - our
neighbours, South Oxfordshire District Council with
65.71% and Rochford's 65.47%. So close and only
0.45% from top place!!
You will recall we topped the 2011-12 table but
competition amongst the top 5 district councils remains
very strong. It will therefore assist us in regaining that
pole position if we can all endeavour to find extra
household and/or garden waste items to demonstrate
we are certainly the best recycling area in the country.
And don't forget small electrical items can be dropped
in the pink containers based in Abingdon, Wantage and
Faringdon. Please remember any disposed of in Didcot
only benefit SODC Council and not the Vale!!
Please feel free to visit the Vale's website for further
information but should you have any queries do not
hesitate to contact Reg Waite.
Again many thanks to all of you in Harwell for
enthusiastically contributing to our recycling targets
which saves the Vale from expensive landfill fees.

The first was SUDEP Awareness Day on 23rd October.
This day was set up by SUDEP Action, a charity which
was set up by Jane Hanna OBE and which is based in
Wantage. SUDEP Action campaigns to raise awareness
and understanding of the risk of Sudden Death in
Epilepsy. I was very pleased indeed to be invited to
become President of SUDEP Action and to host an
event at the House of Commons on 23rd October which
helped MPs to understand both the risk of sudden death
for those with epilepsy, and the relatively simple steps
that can be taken to reduce that risk quite significantly.
It was sobering to hear from families who had been
bereaved through sudden death in epilepsy and inspiring
to see how determined they are to help others learn
from their very sad experience.
If you, or someone you know, has epilepsy even in a
very mild form, please do take a look at the website
www.sudep.org and spread the word about this
important but little-discussed issue.
Adoption brings challenges, immense rewards and can
make a huge, positive difference to the lives of children
and those who adopt them. National Adoption Week,
which took place from 3 – 9 November, made all of
those points and more.
This is particularly important for children who often
wait the longest to be adopted – sibling groups, children
with disabilities, children aged 5 and over and children
from some black and minority ethnic backgrounds. The
campaign encouraged us all to think about, and
hopefully come forward, to adopt these children and
give them a loving home. As you’d expect, there’s a
website for this week too where you can find more
information about adoption www.nationaladoptionweek.org.uk/adoption. If you’ve
ever wondered if this might be something to consider,
why not take a look at that too.
It seems that every day or week now has a special label
or significance. Not all are relevant to many of us, but
some really do bring an opportunity to highlight an
important issue and make a real difference.
As ever please feel free to contact me on any matter at
the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 020 7219 6350 or
vaizeye@parliament.uk. Email is the quickest and most
reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very close eye
on my emails and can reply very quickly. I also send
out occasional general interest emails about
developments in the Wantage and Didcot Constituency.
If you would like to be added to the distribution list,
please do email me at vaizeye@parliament.uk or sign
up at www.vaizey.com. Surgery details can be found at
www.vaizey.com.
And finally, as the festive season approaches, may I
wish everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas and a
prosperous new year.
Ed Vaizey MP
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Didcot & District U3A
The last meeting of the Didcot & District University of the Third Age, held on
18th November 2014, was exceptionally well attended. We now have in
excess of 250 members and hope to continue growing as word of our success
continues to spread. We have approx. 30 Interest Groups up and running with
more being added as people come up with new interests and hobbies they'd
like to pursue.
Membership is £25 per year - reducing to £15 for the 6 months September March. Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before
joining.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th December. We are holding a
Christmas buffet at 12:30 which is now fully booked. However, our
Christmas entertainment will start as usual at 2:00 and you are welcome to
join us for a cup of tea and a mince pie. We look forward to seeing you there..
Further details from email didcotdistrictu3a @ virginmedia.com
Natural Christmas at the Earth Trust,
Little Wittenham
Sunday 7th December, 10am-2pm
Re-use, recycle, bake and make this Christmas! Come along and learn how to
make traditional, natural Christmas decorations. There will be a range of
activities to suit all ages, from popcorn garlands to festive wreaths. You can
also meet Father Christmas and purchase some Earth Trust Christmas cards.
Activities cost between £1 and £12; free entry and parking. Poem Tree cafe
will be open for light refreshments.
GWP Junction - a personal view
I would like to apologise to Harwell News readers in case, at any time
in the past, by mentioning pedestrians or cycle routes in relation to
Great Western Park, I gave the impression that the developers were in
any way interested in planning their site on a human scale. I now see,
from this proposed junction, that their sole interest when it comes to
people movement is getting them in and out of Great Western Park as
quickly as possible in their cars. It seems unlikely that when preparing
these plans have they considered existing road users, who are not in
cars, travelling between Harwell and Didcot. And I’m afraid you’re not
being consulted. The plans may be seen at the Vale site under
reference P14/V2637/DIS. Our County Councillor is Stewart Lilly;
you can contact him at Stewart.Lilly @ oxfordshire.gov.uk.
Martin Ricketts
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BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education Centre

Lantern Making Workshop
Saturday 6th December
10-12am or 1.00-3.00 pm
Join us by the woodburner for a
Christmas Lantern Making
workshop. Then get creative using
natural materials to make your
own decoration to take home.
Feel free to explore the nature
reserve when you have completed
the activities (remember to bring
warm clothes). Children must be
accompanied by an adult.
Suitable for children aged 8+
BOOKING ESSENTIAL.
£4 donation / child
We’re at the east end of Milton
Park OX14 4TE
Contact: Ceri 01235 862024
sceec@bbowt.org.uk
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Didcot Cornerstone – Free Exhibitions
Patrick Jeffs: Secret Spaces
to Sunday 21st Dec 2014
Within each of Patrick Jeff's paintings is an enclosed
landscape; a complex wilderness of marks and
structures, rich and vibrant in colour. Although
influenced by natural forms and inspired by the local
landscapes of Oxfordshire, the paintings do not show
scenic or topographical landscapes as we would
recognise them, but the hidden terrain of the
imagination.
These paintings are mesmerising and beautiful. As the
nights draw in, come by for a splash of colour as we
brighten our gallery walls.
Steve Empson: Nature of Change
Tuesday 13th to Sunday 1st Mar 2015
Take a walk along the coast of North East England and
into the hinterland of the North Yorkshire Moors
through the delicate palette of Steve Empson.
From expanses of open moorland to intricate rock
pools, Steve captures the beauty of change. His work
considers changes forged in the coastline over
millennia, alongside the instant re-arrangements from
the ebb and flow of a single tide.
The coastal region of the North East has also been
shaped more recently by the legacy of the industrial
revolution, with its mines, factories and quarries,
causing further changes to the landscape to be wrought.
Empson's paintings are a closely observed record of
both the forceful and gradual transformations of these
natural and man-made environments.

Harwell History Trail
Instead of a seasonal photo quiz, why not have a go at
the Harwell History Trail over the Christmas holidays.
This short walk round the village was devised for the
special exhibition of Harwell in the Wars organised by
the Harwell History Group.
The walk starts and ends at the Village Hall and passes
many of the historical, and interesting, buildings in the
village. Find out where the Great Fire of Harwell
started - and when; see how many manor houses there
are; and discover who Gaveston was, of Gaveston
Road.
The Trail can be found on a new website

www.village4a1000years.com
which also contains the full text of the book published
for the village millennium in 1985 called Harwell:
Village for a Thousand Years.

- See more at: http://www.cornerstone-arts.org/gallery
We are open from 10am – 6pm on Tuesdays to
Saturdays and 11am – 4pm on Sundays, except on
evenings when we have a performance when the venue
is open until after the end of the performance. We are
not open on Monday.

