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Parish Council Meetings
December: A full meeting was held in December to
deal with several planning matters. In the Open Forum,
four Orchard Way residents expressed concerns about
various aspects of the application, including on-street
parking, school drop-off and pick-up traffic, and the
loss of a foot route to the Rec.
On the Orchard Way application, the Council agreed to
object on several grounds – the traffic study had not
been undertaken during the busy times, there were only
indicative plans, and the impact of the development on
immediate neighbours.
There was discussion of the proposed junction into
Great Western Park on the B4493. Mr Ricketts asked
the Council to express concern regarding the pedestrian
route diversion to the south, the proposed additional
junction west of the main one, and the location of the
bus stop on the south side – close to a crossing refuge
so precluding other vehicles from passing. A note
prepared by Mr Ricketts had been submitted to the
developers. The Council agreed to postpone a decision
until further information was available.
On the Vale Local Plan, the Council discussed the main
points of the Chairman’s draft. It agreed that the Vale
WHDC should not be using the SHMA housing figures
unquestioningly; should not be proposing to build on
the AONB except within the Harwell Campus site; and
should not be proposing the site west of the village for
housing. It felt there was room for most of the houses
displaced from these areas to be accommodated within
Valley Park, although it wanted a ‘green wedge’ either
side of the B4493 just east of the A34. The Council
asked Mr Marsh to circulate further drafts and submit
the document by the due date of 19th December. The
document is in the Parish Web pages under Planning
then Local Planning Policies.
The Council members met as Finance Committee in
December to discuss the precept for the financial year
2015-16. The proposed precept of £59,164 was
approved at the January meeting. The details of the
budget for the coming year can be seen on the Parish
web pages under Finance. Because the Council Tax
calculations are based on the housing register as it was
last September, the new houses recently occupied
within the Parish will not result in a lower Council Tax
for the coming year. The Parish Council element of the
Council Tax will increase by £4 for a band D property.
January: In the Open Forum, County Councillor
Stewart Lilly reported that the proposed work on
Steventon Bridge was on hold as options other than
replacing it were under consideration. City Park-andride locations were under review and an extra one was
being planned for Lodge Hill north of Abingdon.
In reply to a question, he said that an OCC newsletter
the previous day had given details of how one could
sign up to receive traffic information (see foot of page 8
for more on this). Improvements planned for Hagbourne
Hill and Featherbed Lane would start in January but
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might take longer because of the possible need for
compulsory purchase orders.
Ten parishioners had come to comment on and ask
about the Blenheim Hill planning application. The
Chairman said that it was expected that the Council
would discuss the matter fully and make its decision at
the next Lands & Planning Committee meeting. Among
the views expressed it was said that the proposed
reduction in road width to make the footpath wider
would lead to congestion similar to Burr Street, and that
even using the Cleave footpath, pedestrians going to the
shops and school would still have hazards in Kings
Lane and Jennings Lane. The retention of trees and
fewer houses was good, but the density in the built part
was now higher.
On the main business, the Chairman said that he would
attend the Vale’s Planning meeting to consider the
Orchard Way application to give the PCs view and
thought that in the light of responses by Highways and
others that the previous objections were now unlikely to
carry much weight with the Vale’s Planning
Committee. He proposed that he use the 3 minutes to
ask for a contribution from the developer to providing
recreational facilities in the Parish. This was agreed.
[Outline Permission was granted by the Vale Planning
Committee at that meeting. Government rules have
recently changed and now a development of less than
10 houses does not have to make contributions to the
community, nor does it have to provide any affordable
houses. Hence there can be no Section 106 money from
this application. However, the applicant has agreed to
make a direct contribution to the Parish Council of
£28,000 which will be paid when building commences.
An application for full planning permission will be
required before then.]
On the B4493 junction, it was agreed that little could be
done in this case but that Mr Marsh would compose a
note to OCC expressing the Council’s disappointment
over the planning process and asking that consultation
methods for such applications be improved.
Under Finance, the precept for 2015-16 was agreed, as
were increases in staff salaries. There was discussion of
dog-bin emptying and it was agreed that the Parish
Council would in future organise its own emptying
rather than employ a contractor to do the work.
As bus subsidies were being considered again by the
County Council, it was agreed the Clerk should write to
OCC asking that it does everything possible to maintain
a Sunday service for Harwell, Harwell Campus, Chilton
and other villages along the A417. It should be added
that the population of the area was increasing, and that
bus services helped meet sustainability targets.
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web, in draft form until approved at the
following meeting. The next Parish Council meetings
will be on Tuesdays 10th February and 10th March.
Items for the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S.
Taylor one week before the meeting.
continues→
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Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk,
by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to P.O. Box 223
Wantage OX12 2DH. Note that items posted can take
some days due to the PO Box number service.
Office hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays.
To contact Councillors, see the appropriate page at
www.harwellparish.co.uk.
Planning Applications
P14/V2130/O Land at Reading Road Outline application has
been withdrawn.
P14/V1663/FUL Amended plans were submitted; the Vale
WHDC didn’t think they were worth advertising as new!
Comment by Friday 6th February.
P14/V2718/RM Parcel SN02ABCD DN02CD of Great
Western Park consisting of the erection of 414 dwellings,
landscaping, section of southern spine road, estate roads and
utility infrastructure. Comments accepted until 11th February.
P14/V2810/HH Capel Cottage Barrow Lane. Proposed
extension and alterations. The Parish Council asked the Clerk
to comment to the Vale that this was a large extension for the
site, and the applicant should ensure construction traffic takes
care in the narrow lane.
P14/V2812/FUL Westfield House, formerly Middle Farm
House, Grove Road. Demolition of a single storey garage and
erection of a detached dwelling with integral garage. The
Parish Council was concerned about the scale of the house
and the loss of trees.
P14/V2873/O Land to the West of Great Western Park in the
parish of Harwell – ‘Valley Park’. See page 9 for a little more.
Outline application for a residential development of up to
4450 dwellings, mixed-use local centres, primary schools,
sports pitches, community facilities, special needs school,
open space and extensive green infrastructure, hard and soft
landscaping, attenuation areas, pedestrian and vehicular
access and associated works. Other than access, all design
matters are reserved for detailed determination at a later stage
(apart from a linear strip of land running parallel with the A34
that could accommodate the southern stretch of the Harwell
Strategic Link Road, where all matters are reserved).
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The Pelvic Partnership
is holding a
Charity Band Night
Local band Frogstar will be performing

Classic and Modern Rock covers.
On Saturday 18th April at Harwell Village Hall
£10 per ticket
Licensed bar and food available on the night
Join in on a fun night to raise money for a worthy
cause.
Please contact Lucy Ryan on 07739563689
or lucy-ryan@outlook.com
for tickets and more information.
Charity Registered in England: 1100373
www.pelvicpartnership.org.uk

Harwell Scout Group
continues to thrive with a
membership of over 120 boys
and girls across the four sections.
This term the sections will be
working hard towards gaining new badges and planning
will be going on for camps and events in the summer.
Meetings usually take place in St Matthew’s Church
Hall, The Park. The age groups are:
Section
Age
Meeting Day
Beavers
6-8
Tuesday
Cub Scouts
8-10½
Monday/Wed
Scouts
10½-14½
Wednesday
Explorers
14½-18
Monday
Due to huge demand we have started a second Beaver
Scout Colony a second Cub Scout Pack recently.
Currently both Beaver colonies are full and there is a
waiting list, but there may be places available in the
other sections.
If your child is interested in joining, please contact the
appropriate section leader. You can find the contact
details on our web site at http://harwellscouts.org.uk/
contactus/. For Beaver age children, it would be a good
idea to get in touch well in advance of their sixth
birthday in order to join the waiting list.

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990
Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out
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Little Pippins Pre-School

HARWELL WI

‘OUTSTANDING’

Here we are in February already, the year is rushing by
again and the WI is celebrating 100 years.

We are delighted to announce that, in
December, Little Pippins was awarded the much
coveted Ofsted Judgement of OUTSTANDING.
The report commends the ‘highly motivated and
dedicated staff team’ who ‘provide children with a rich
and purposeful learning environment’ whilst noting that
‘teaching is outstanding and staff have high aspirations
for all children’.
The report also states that ‘children make excellent
progress in all areas of learning’ and that staff ‘actively
develop a challenging and ambitious curriculum’. This
ensures that ‘gaps in learning are quickly identified and
addressed' and that ’staff challenge children who are
more able, to ensure they make accelerated progress.
They recognised that ’children’s safety is of up most
importance in the pre-school’ and that parents and
carers ‘believe their children receive “impeccable”
care’.
We are very proud of this achievement and our aim is to
continue to develop our reputation as an outstanding
provider. The full report can be read by visiting our
website www.littlepippins.org.uk

Our Christmas Party was a great success, a social
evening with non-alcoholic mulled wine, mince pies
and a huge selection of puddings, a great idea for those
of us who never seem to have room for puddings after a
meal. We also decorated a Christmas tree in the Little
Pippins annual tree festival and attained ‘Best in Show’
with a plaque to show for it. And n January Slade Legal
in Didcot gave an informative and essential talk about
Wills & Powers of Attorney.
Back by popular demand, the ‘No Two Things’ Craft
Shop in Didcot will be demonstrated ‘Hands-on’
Felting on 11th February and those who wish will have
an opportunity to have a go!
Then on 11th March it is the end of the WI year and
after the short business of the AGM there will be and a
fun bout of ‘Call my Bluff’.
The new programme is very exciting and will be
published in April and the 8th April meeting sees WI
Advisors telling the story of how the WI movement
started 100 years ago in 1915 and the influential people
involved.
Members and others meet regularly at The Hart of
Harwell on a Wednesday morning for coffee and
pastries. The numbers are increasing weekly. Call in
and say ‘Hello’. The ‘knitters’, are still meeting on a
Monday evening at 7.30pm in The Hart so go along and
see what they are up to.
There are Theatre trips, as and when available, which
are notified to a mailing list of interested parties. There
are also many other outings organised by Oxfordshire
Federation of WIs and these are advertised in our
monthly newsletter, News & Views. Most outings can
be attended by the Members and friends and booked via
Andrea, our Club Treasurer.
This year has much to offer. Why not find out at first
hand the many interesting speakers, visits and outings
we have to offer. Visitors are always welcome.
Meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month at
7.30pm in the Village Hall. For more information about
joining us or about any of the above activities, contact
our Secretary, Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430 or email:
wi@harwellwi.org.

For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153
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Harwell Village Hall
Redevelopment Project
Latest news:
Completion of Change of Status
It has taken some time, but the Trustees of the Hall have
now completed the change of status of the charity to a
‘Charitable Incorporated Organisation’ or CIO. Our
new charity number is 1157858. The old charity,
number 300161, will shortly disappear from the Charity
Commission website. The documents transferring the
assets of the old charity to the CIO have been signed.
Becoming a CIO has several advantages:
• The Trustees have the same financial protection as
directors of a limited company - essential for the
forthcoming renovation work.
• We are no longer restricted in whom we appoint as
Trustees. Previously, we had to appoint
representatives of the regular users of the hall but now
we are free to appoint anyone who has an interest in
managing and maintaining the hall for the benefit of
the local community, or who has particular skills or
knowledge which would be useful to the Trustees.
• We have a modern constitution, which recognises the
use of electronic communication in addition to more
traditional methods.
We are currently looking for people with Legal
experience and/or knowledge of the Construction
Industry to become trustees of the Village Hall.
If you would like to become involved in caring for our
Village Hall and its redevelopment, please get in touch
with Keith Beswick, the Chairman.
Tel 835338, email: keith@kbeswick.co.uk.
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Diary Dates 2015...
Saturday Safari Supper –
7th Mar come and join in
the fun again this
year!

Contact Debbie by email,
debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.
uk or phone, 01235
820760, to make sure you
are included on her mailing
list for this great event.

Saturday 1940s Night in
21st Mar conjunction with
the Didcot
Twinning
Association

Harwell Village Hall.
Doors and bar open
7.30pm for 8.30pm start.
Tickets £12.50 including
fish and chips.
There will be a quiz, raffle
and lots of fun!
Tickets will be on sale in
February, look out for the
posters in the village.

Sunday Country and
12th Apr Western Evening
£10 per person

Harwell Village Hall.
Doors and bar open 7pm;
Concert starts 7.30pm.
Save the date - more
details to follow!

Please check the Village Hall website
(harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and the Fundraising and
Community facebook pages for more information on these
and future events and on how you can support our project.
Contact:
 Keith Beswick for letters of support, business contacts,
etc. on 01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk
 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc. on
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk
Be part of it!

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk

WIN WITH THE VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB!!
For a one-off payment of £10 per number, pick your
favourite number(s) between 1 and 100 for a chance
to win £££ every month for ten months!
It’s first-come, first-serve but you can choose as many
numbers as you like.
As soon as all 100 numbers are sold, there will be 10
monthly draws with money prizes every time:
1st prize: £25; 2nd prize: £15; 3rd prize: £5.

Our Hall is available for private bookings such as
Birthday Parties or regular Weekly Activities –
Book Groups, Yoga, Dancing etc.
Cost of Hire - ₤8 per hour
Contact Anne Gill 01235 833575 or
Roz Shipp 01235 863342

It is pretty good odds on winning something over the
10 draws and a great way to support our Village Hall
Redevelopment Project!
To join, please contact Clare Wagner, tel. 835425 or
email clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk
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Harwell RBL Club
The village club had a busy Christmas and New Year
culminating with our end of year dance which was a sell
out with music provided by ‘This and That’. It ended a
very busy year in which the committee have worked
hard to complete the task of repaying the debts that the
club had in January 2013. This has nearly been
achieved and the committee are now focusing on
completing final payments and setting out a plan for the
future of the club in the community. The AGM is on the
30th of January and reports will be presented to the
members updating them as to the club’s financial
position and consideration of plans for its’ future.
A full programme of social activities plus sporting
events has been planned for the next few months and
information on these are at the end of this letter. The
building is now used during the day for community
groups with Pilates Classes on a Monday, Boogie Beat
Music Movement for pre-school age groups on a
Wednesday and Street Dance on a Thursday. On
Tuesdays there are Poppy Tea Rooms one week and
Carolynes’ Lunches the following – dates for these
follow.
The continued programme of redecoration continues
and currently the Bar area is the latest to be tackled.
Over the next month it is hoped to update and
redecorate this area and finally to give the cellar an
upgrade. The bar committee are planning a programme
of special cask ales for each month and this month are
offering Cornish Coast from Penpont Brewery Cornwall
and Tolly Cobbold Phoenix a classic English bitter.
This regular seasonal Cask Ale special will continue
through the year with different beers on a regular basis.
We will still of course be offering our wide range of
beers and also Wines and spirits at very competitive
prices. Why not call in and enjoy a drink in very
welcoming surroundings?
The committee have decided to run the SOC Fund for
one more year and new members would be very
welcome along with those who supported us last year.
To say this fund made a difference would be an
understatement and we hope that this year’s final push
will continue to move our club in the right direction.

Events in February:
Saturday 7th February Quiz and Supper – food orders to
Yvonne (07443635970)
Saturday 14th February Crispin Reunion – FDK rides
again, Disco plus Buffet – Ticket only entrance £5:00
from club or Bob’s butchers
Saturday 21st Race night Harwell Hendred Youth FC
come along and support and enjoy a good fun night.
Sunday 22nd Sunday Roast with Beck
Poppies Tea Room Tuesday 3rd Feb 2 pm to 4 pm &
Carolynes lunches 10th Feb 12 noon to 2pm (contact
Carolyne on 07962249467) and thereafter every
Tuesday alternately.

ZUMBA!
Party yourself into Shape
St Matthews Church Hall, Thursday 7pm
Also Steventon V. Hall Monday 7.30pm
Absolute Beginners Welcome
No need to book, £5 admission
ZUMBA with Jayne ZIN Instructor
Tel: 07901 860 899
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Do you have any unwanted books?
Do you need make space on your bookshelves for
Christmas gifts? The County Council’s library service,
in association with the National Literacy Trust, is
inviting donations of books at five libraries including
Didcot. The National Literacy Trust runs a variety of
initiatives designed to develop a love of reading and
increase literacy among children.
Donations placed in the drop-boxes in libraries will be
re-used and sold through Better World Books. The
scheme runs until February 27.
Councillor Lorraine Lindsay Gale, Oxfordshire County
Council’s Cabinet Member for Cultural Services, said:
“I am sure there are plenty of people in Oxfordshire
who received books for Christmas but have little space
on their bookshelves.
“Those looking to trim their book collection to make
space for their new arrivals can do so via our scheme in
libraries, and they can do so in the knowledge that they
will be helping the literacy of young people.”

BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education Centre

Half Term Event

Stick Man – adventures with sticks
Tuesday 17th to Thursday 19th February 2015
10 am – 3 pm
Discover the adventures of Stick Man at Sutton
Courtenay. Bring the Stick Man story to life as
you follow his journey across our beautiful
reserve. Have a go at pooh sticks, creating stick
flags, stick towers and much more.
No booking necessary - so just drop in. Picnics
welcome.£4 donation / child
We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE
Contact: Ceri 01235 862024 sceec@bbowt.org.uk







REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
Free Estimates, No job too small
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com

February 2015
From our M.P. Ed Vaizey
As you are all probably no doubt aware, by now, 2015
is the year of a General Election. In my constituency
this is being held alongside elections for both South
Oxfordshire and The Vale of White Horse District
Councils and elections for many towns and parishes.
The way people register to vote is changing and it is
very important that as many of you as possible have the
chance to have your say at the ballot box. Individual
Electoral registration (IER) is being implemented which
requires each person to register to vote individually
rather than by household. Residents who have
automatically been re-registered on the electoral roll
will have received a confirmation letter from the
returning officer, and will not have to do anything more.
To try and increase the number of people registered to
vote council staff will be visiting the homes of those
who are not registered, or who have not sent back forms
asking who lives at the property. These canvassers will
always carry identification badges, so please ask to see
them, and there is no need for them to enter your
homes. You can register securely online by visiting
www.gov.uk/yourvotematters or by contacting the
shared elections office on 01235 540310.
Thursday May 7th, the date of the election, falls in a
week with the May Day bank holiday on the Monday,
so if you are planning to take this opportunity to go on
holiday, please register for a postal vote as soon as
possible.
As so many elections are taking place at the same time,
counting the votes is being spread over several days.
The General Election votes will be counted after polling
stations at 10pm on the night of 7th. District Council
counts will take place on the afternoon of 8th and town
and parish council counts on 9th. If you are interested
in getting involved in any of these counts please contact
elections@southandvale.gov.uk or telephone the phone
number above.
As ever please feel free to contact me on any matter at
the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, by phone on 020
7219 6350 or vaizeye@parliament.uk. Email is the
quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep
a very close eye on my emails and can reply very
quickly. I also send out occasional general interest
emails about developments in the Wantage and Didcot
Constituency. If you would like to be added to the
distribution list, please do email me at
vaizeye@parliament.uk or sign up at www.vaizey.com.
Surgery details can be found at www.vaizey.com
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From Your County Councillor – Stewart Lilly
For most of the County, and most of those residing in
my division, the private car is still the preferred mode of
transport for a large majority. Some areas are seeing an
increase in cycling, and steps are in hand to bring
further improvements to our part of the County. In this
area, compared with other parts of Oxfordshire, we do
have a relatively successful bus network. Most are run
commercially (X1 & X32) and let us all hope that
continues, especially as a review of bus subsidies, I
fear, will not be good news for some as our budgets for
such things, are cut further by Central Government. So
do think “could I use the bus today instead of the car?”
The old adage is “use it or lose it” The more that use
our excellent services the more chance of their
sustainability and commerciality.
Some of you may know that at OCC we have the legal
responsibility for child protection. I am always
saddened by the circumstances of children needing
protection throughout this county. (Towns & Local
Villages) We have several hundred children currently in
care, who are lovingly looked after by Foster Parents &
others. Please read this small piece below. Can you help
to give a child a happier life?
New Year is a time for family... for some children...
that's a Foster Family...

February 2015
This New Year do something amazing fostering &
adoption changing children's and many families lives.
Could you shape a child's life? If you think YOU could
help and feel you need to find out and know more – Tel:
0800 783 5724 or email fostering@oxfordshire.gov.uk
or adoption@oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/fostering
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/adoption
2015 will see OCC delivering more necessary
infrastructure. As The Vale of The White Horse is
taking steps to increase the local population, we as the
County are obliged to modify the infrastructure based
upon their decisions as to where building is to go. I do
know from my emails that people have very mixed
feelings, but please understand that OCC is only a
consultative authority; when it comes to planning
decisions for new development it is the District Council
that legally makes that final decision.
So this year will see many tasks commencing. Our local
highways will be changing, and with it will be some
disruption of varying degrees. I can only apologise in
advance, but these works are essential and doing
nothing is not an option.
On the A34, the Highways agency has allowed us to
commence work on the Chilton Northern Slip roads.
That will start early in February. The necessary
modifications to the Milton interchange have just
started – this will take 55 weeks. The A417 between
Blewbury & Ardington has a programme of
modifications to aid cycling and also steps to slow
down the traffic flows at peak times. Featherbed Lane is
to be widened & improved. My personal ambition
should see the commencement of the Harwell relief
road to the East of the A34, commencing later in the
year ahead. YES – it will be a difficult time, but when
completed traffic will move more easily. I do hope that
these essential road works will not spoil 2015 too
much!

"Playing with my foster sister is the best part of being a
foster family. It makes me feel really good about myself
I just feel really happy" says six year old Jane.
Foster children vary in age from babies to teenagers.
Every child's story is different, but what they all need is
security, stability and the opportunity to achieve their
full potential. These children need the security of
ordinary family life until they can return to their parents
or if this is not possible to live with either an adoptive
family or foster family in their forever home.
Foster carers work closely with parents, social workers
and other professionals supporting families, rebuilding
relationships and shaping children's lives. All foster
carers receive allowances and an excellent support and
training package to enable you to provide the best
quality care to vulnerable children.
Thinking about adoption - Some children may miss out
on adoption - older children, children with disabilities
and brothers and sisters, OCC are looking for adoptive
families who can be flexible about their wishes for
adoption. You will receive training and support to help
you prepare for adoption and this support is continued
for as long as you feel it is needed.

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell
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Want to exercise walking but not running?
Have you heard of Walking Football? Generation
Games, in partnership with the FA and Soll Leisure, is
launching its very first sessions of Walking Football at
the beginning of February. Our research has shown us
that men who used to be keen footballers find they
cannot exercise in the same way. They often can’t see
themselves participating in Zumba or yoga; men often
tend to not exercise as much as they ought to.

February 2015
Didcot Cornerstone – Free Exhibitions
Steve Empson: Nature of Change
to Sunday 1st March
Take a walk along the coast of North East England and
into the hinterland of the North Yorkshire Moors
through the delicate palette of Steve Empson.

We often hear older men saying “I USED TO enjoy
football, but.........” With the launch of Walking Football
there is nothing to stop men from still enjoying playing
football (is it a sport or a game, I hear you ask),
enjoying the competitive element, as well as benefiting
their health.
With statistics as compelling as exercise providing a
risk reduction of 27% for stroke, 25% colonic cancer,
30% Type 2 Diabetes these are pretty good reasons to
give Walking Football a try. Walking Football naturally
being a team sport, men will find themselves being
more sociable. Social isolation is of particular concern
for older men – social isolation can be as bad for your
health as smoking 15 cigarettes a day.
Alastair Thomas, the Head of Generation Games says:
“Walking football is the future, it’s not a walk in the
park either. You no longer have to retire from playing
the sports you love. Maintain your fitness and your
circle of friends. Contact Generation Games if your 5 a
side team are ready to learn the rules.”
Jon Wood, from the FA says: “There is plenty of
provision for exercise that tends to attract women but
there is little provision for men, and team sports are not
well represented either. Playing football creates a great
sense of team spirit and confidence and the team often
meet afterwards at a nearby cafe or bar. Fascinatingly,
one person wore a pedometer and was surprised to
discover that in an hour’s session he had walked just
over 3 miles and burnt 380 calories. The best part is that
many don’t feel they are consciously exercising – just
having fun – yet they do reap the benefits of exercise.”
Richard Claydon, Soll Leisure: “Soll Leisure is
committed to offering leisure and fitness sessions for all
ages and abilities to achieve our mission to get more
people, more active, more often. We are delighted to
work with Age UK Oxfordshire to increase access for
the local community to improve their physical activity
levels”.
Walking Football kicks off on Wednesday 4th
February at the Willowbrook Leisure Centre in Didcot.
An FA-qualified football coach will lead 10 sessions
held on a Wednesday from 11am -12pm; £2 per session.
To find out more, contact Generation games
www.generationgames.org.uk or 01235 849403

To sign up for County Travel Information
Go to the OCC web site, on the main menu click
on Roads and Transport. Then click on Major
Current projects and there’s a box labelled ‘sign
up to the bulletin’.

From expanses of open moorland to intricate rock
pools, Steve captures the beauty of change. His work
considers changes forged in the coastline over
millennia, alongside the instant re-arrangements from
the ebb and flow of a single tide.
The coastal region of the North East has also been
shaped more recently by the legacy of the industrial
revolution, with its mines, factories and quarries,
causing further changes to the landscape to be wrought.
Empson's paintings are a closely observed record of
both the forceful and gradual transformations of these
natural and man-made environments.
Open Exhibition: DRAW. SHOW.
Thursday 5 March to Sunday 21 June
Calling all artists! Submit your work for our open
exhibition in our beautiful gallery. The theme for 2015
is DRAW.SHOW. Drawing can include a huge range of
styles and methods, from cartoons and doodling to
drafting plans for machinery, from pencil on paper to
chalk on blackboard, and even electronic drawing, Take
your line for a walk and show us what you can do! To
apply, please fill in the Open Exhibition Application
Form which you can download from the right hand
column. The deadline for applications is Sunday 8
March 2015.
- See more at: http://www.cornerstone-arts.org/gallery
We are open from 10am – 6pm on Tuesdays to
Saturdays and 11am – 4pm on Sundays, except on
evenings when we have a performance when the venue
is open until after the end of the performance. We are
not open on Monday.
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The outline application has Vale reference P14/V2873/O. The
areas close to the B4493 do not make any allowance for a
green wedge as the Parish Council and KHR have proposed.
The areas labelled A in the extract from one of the plans
below are proposed to have housing densities of 40 to 50
dwellings per hectare:

February 2015
Didcot & District University of the Third Age
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month
at 2pm at Didcot Civil Hall. Visitors are welcome to
come to a meeting as a taster before joining.
On Tuesday 17th February 2015 our speaker will be
Brian Wood talking about ‘A Rustic Copper’. And on
Tuesday 17th March Tony Boffin will tell us all about
Lord Nuffield, British Car Manufacturer and
Philanthropist.
It’s never too late to expand your horizons…………..
The University of the Third Age offers the opportunity
to share your knowledge, experience and talents with
others and learn from them in friendly surroundings.
Why not come along to the next meeting of the Didcot
& District U3A and find out what we are all about. A
member of our committee will be on hand to make you
welcome.
Email: didcotdistrictU3A@virginmedia.com
Website: http:/u3asites.org.uk/didcot

Hedgemead Flowers
Local Florist
Earth Trust Half Term Events
Woodland Adventure 18th February 10am - 12 noon
An expedition for 5-8 year olds. Use your detective
skills to discover our secret destination where we will
explore, build and play!
Discover and Play

Est. 20 years

For beautiful Bouquets and Tributes
Stunning Wedding Flowers
Delivery Service
www.hedgemeadflowers.co.uk
To order please contact
8, Broadway Close
Helen Norris 833 046
Harwell OX11 0LB

Friday 20th February 10am to 12 noon.
Forest School for pre-school children. Come to the
Earth Trust for a morning of play and discovery in our
woodlands. Forest School offers children hands-on
learning experiences in a natural environment.
For both of these there’s no need to book but please
arrive at the stated start time. £4 per child,
accompanying adult(s) free

Property Maintenance Services

Earth Trust Centre, Little Wittenham, OX14 4QZ

Guttering / Plastic Roofline / Roofing / Moss
Removal / Painting / Patios / Paths / Drives /
Turfing / Hedge Cutting / Gardening / Fencing /
Carpentry / Repointing & much more
For a Free Estimate contact Michael on

Email: admin@earthtrust.org.uk
Phone: 01865 407792

01235 835 582 / mobile 07831 550 433
www.mjtalbot.co.uk

For more events, and news visit www.earthtrust.org.uk

Visit our website to see our selection of
mouth-watering cakes and breads –
www.abc4baking.com
OR
telephone: 07851 181391

email: info@abc4baking.com
Or visit our stall Fridays from 9am to 4pm outside
Bob’s Family Butchers
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From District Cllr Reg Waite If snow falls this winter ….
Yes, if it falls as predicted then please assist in clearing the footpaths and
pavements - it is certainly official and recommended as it helps everyone in
Harwell including elderly and infirm residents along with parents with
buggies and shoppers. Indeed we all benefit!
From landfill and methane gas to ERF with the help of dinosaurs!!
In March 2011 the County Council awarded a contract to treat Oxfordshire’s
black bin residual waste to Viridor to construct the Ardley energy recovery
facility (ERF) and it is now operational.
This facility will divert at least 95% of Oxfordshire’s residual municipal
waste away from landfill while generating enough electricity to supply more
than 38,000 households. Full service under the contract will start on 1st Feb.
The good news is that the Ardley ERF includes a visitor centre that will have
an extensive range of displays and interactive equipment to enable visitors of
all ages to learn about all aspects of the waste hierarchy as well as how the
ERF operates. Unusually the visitor centre will also reflect the numerous
dinosaur tracks that were found during construction and will include material
about the geology and pre-historic history of the site.
Visits to the ERF will be bookable, after the formal opening ceremony and
launch of the visitor centre, and is provisionally scheduled for March/April.
(Reg is Chairman of Oxfordshire Environment Partnership)
The effects of the disastrous fire:
I have been more than impressed with the manner in which the officers and
staff of both Councils have responded to the challenges following the
disastrous fire of South Oxfordshire’s offices from which a variety of the
services shared with the Vale have been operating for some time now.
We are delighted to report that many of these services are now back up but do
bear in mind that all services are operating from temporary cramped offices
with fewer staff than normal so there may be one of two unforeseen teething
problems and if that happens please bear with us.
If you have an enquiry that isn’t urgent it would be a great help if you could
hold off getting in touch for a week or so.
Reports are changing daily and I recommend you visit the Vale website and
look at the ‘Latest news from the Council’ which is changed at least once
every day. Planning was one of the units badly affected, hence planning
applications and related matters are about a fortnight behind. IT operations
have been restored quickly although a few headaches are emerging.
Thank you all for your concerns and your offers of help but please be patient
for what will be a long recovery operation to restore everything to normal.

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell .
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992
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From the archives 50 years ago Meeting on Friday 22nd January 1965.
Under Recreation Ground, Mr Woodall reported that a proper entrance had
been made on to A417 [pedestrian gate?].
The Chief Constable had written to say that owing to shortage of
policemen it would be impossible to station a constable in the village even
if a house were made available. Mr Stuart reported that Broadsheet Edition
No.2 had been prepared & it was agreed to print & distribute as before.
The Clerk presented the Financial statement for the year so far. Minuted
under Precept was agreement that approximately double the repayment
(i.e. £1,900 approx.) of the Village Hall Loan should be made. It was
decided to precept for £1,885 (General & Burial a/cs) and £500 (Lighting).
There was a special meeting of the Council held on Monday Feb 1st to
discuss the petition of the residents of The Croft objecting to the
connection of the new estate road to the end of The Croft.
The Chairman and the Clerk outlined the previous factors which had led to
the decision by Planning that the new estate road should be connected with
the end of The Croft. The residents had signed a petition to the County
Planning Office and County Surveyor objecting to the connection & sent
copies to the Parish Council & the Wantage RDC.
After considerable discussion & a further verbal statement from the
residents' representatives, the Parish Council agreed to support the
residents mainly on the grounds that the new estate road and The Croft
were only sixteen feet wide and hence unsuitable for through traffic, and
that the exit onto the Grove would be very dangerous.
The next Parish Council Meeting was held on 19th February; Mr Brinkley
took the Chair. Mr McNiven & the Clerk reported on the meeting with the
Deputy County Surveyor when he inspected several points in the village.
The junction between the A417 & A4130* was to be made level when the
A417 improvement scheme was done. It should be possible for
arrangements to be made to remove the hedge on A4130 close to Orchard
Way [Westfield?]. Some improvement would be done to the layout at the
Wellshead / High St junction. The problem at the Grove Rd / High St
corner would be noted and considered in due course. In view of the layout
& situation in the Barrow / Croft / Grove Rd area, there was no sensible
way of avoiding joining up of the new estate road to the end of the Croft.
* Now the B4493

BUILDING & JOINERY
∙ Extensions and building services ∙
∙ Windows and doors ∙
∙ Handmade painted kitchens ∙
∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙
Tel/Fax: 01235 835553
www.fox-wood.co.uk
E-mail: info@fox-wood.co.uk
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Congratulations – Grants to Village Organisations
With some encouragement and assistance from Reg
Waite, two of Harwell’s deserving organisations
achieved welcome grants from RSRL, Research Sites
Restoration Limited, who run the Harwell site.
Harwell Gardener’s Club commenced a special
project at Didcot Community Hospital last year
following demand because the gardens were in such a
poor state. Whilst much work was undertaken by
members of the Gardeners’ Club in clearing the grounds
and making some improvements, they can now enhance
the gardens further for the benefit of the patients, staff,
visitors and the local community with the aid of £250
grant awarded to them.
The 1st Harwell Scout Group and Harwell Explorers
has experienced significant youth growth under Brian
Zimmerman’s leadership and fortunately they have
been able to find new leaders to keep pace with this
expansion. However, they have struggled with their
inventory of lightweight expedition tents to replace the
existing old and unsuitable ones and this has become
one of their two impending financial needs. Ten ‘Vaude
Taurus 3’ tents are required and Brian was delighted to
learn that a grant of £925 awarded to them will go
towards the total cost of £1,850.
Both organisations can’t thank RSRL enough for their
generous support.

Harwell Gardeners' Club
On 2nd February we meet to hear about The Year
Round Container Garden from Chris Day. The
competition is Bulb(s) in a container.
Then on 2nd March we will have a talk on Hardy
Perennials & Hollyhocks from The Botanic Nursery.
The competition will be Hellebores.
Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall.
Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join
the Harwell Gardeners' Club.

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of
Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not
those of the Parish Council. Items for the April issue
should be sent by March 22nd. - Martin Ricketts, ed.
email news@ harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is by Mrs Pat Staples, Talbot’s Way, Grove
Road. Advertising queries to the Clerk - see page 2.

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall car
park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the following
Wednesdays: February 11th & 25th, March 11th & 25th

