The Harwell News
Published by Harwell Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday April 23rd
7.30pm in the Village Hall
As well as the usual review of village and Parish
responsibilities, the Annual Parish Meeting will include
a presentation from Taylor Wimpey about their
proposals for a development north of Grove Road for
about 200 houses. More details of the agenda will be
on the PC website, and if you have an item you would
like discussed, please contact the Clerk.
Election on May 7th
As well as voting for our MP and our District
Councillors, there will be an election for the Parish
Council. The Parish has 11 Councillors, and needs a
minimum of 4 to function. If enough names come
forward there will be an election, and if not the Council
will be elected unopposed. Please consider standing,
and if you do, make sure your nomination papers are in
by April 9th, 4pm.
There are a lot of routine responsibilities for the Council
as a whole, and there’s lots for the Council to consider
in the next four years, which will have an impact on the
village for a very long time. There are strategic plans to
review (for example the Vale Local Plan, and the
County Transport Plan) as well as specific planning
applications (for example Valley Park and Grove
Road). If despite objections, applications succeed and
the Parish benefits from any developer money, it needs
to be spent responsibly. As well as supporting the
Village Hall, the pavilion on the recreation ground and
sports facilities in general need enhancement. Traffic in
the village will require a lot of attention, and the new
Council may also have to decide whether it wants to
develop a replacement for the Parish Plan, now called a
Neighbourhood Plan.
Even if you don’t have time to spend on these activities
the council still needs wise heads to attend the meetings
- at least once a month, second Tuesdays. To find out
more, including where to find nomination papers, please
look on the PC website.
Parish Council Meetings
February: In the Open Forum, our District and County
Councillors gave reports on matters within their remits;
see the separate items below for more on this.
Although discussion of the planning application for
Blenheim Hill was postponed as the plans were being
amended, the section 106 request was discussed. This is
an application made to the Vale WHDC, for it to
consider including sums for local projects in its
negotiations with the developer if planning permission
is granted. The Chairman had circulated a draft and,
subject to minor amendments, this was approved by the
Council and he was thanked for his work on this. Other
planning applications discussed listed on page 3.
On Council Lands matters, some work to improve the
entrance from the A417 into the Recreation Ground was
approved. This is meant to be a temporary improvement

www.harwellparish.co.uk

Number 191: April 2015 vsn 6/4/15
until a previously-agreed substantial improvement can
be carried out. It was also agreed to accept a quote for
repairs to the special surface under some of the play
equipment. The HHYFC was given permission to store
one large set of goals in the west field beyond the
embankment.
March: In the Open Forum, several parishioners
expressed their concerns regarding the Blenheim Hill
application, included drainage and the sewerage
problems which already exist in the village, raised
building heights and the loss of rural setting.
Bloor’s representatives who were present said that the
levels within the site will be raised to provide a suitable
gradient for a Sustainable Drainage System with
attenuation crates, so that rainwater can be collected and
released at a controlled rate into the existing ditch. A
new drawing was shown which gave ridge heights
compared with existing buildings, and also how land
levels would be modified. This drawing raised several
questions and it was said the increased height of some
of the buildings would have a detrimental visual impact.
Other areas of concern expressed by Parishioners
included access issues and the necessity for the road to
be narrowed to allow for a wider pavement, fencing at
the boundary of the site, loss of rural gap between
Harwell and Didcot which contravenes planning policy
NE10, and lack of integration with the village. Bloor's
said OCC had been consulted over the road narrowing
and that they would be happy to provide close-board
fencing if required.
In the meeting proper, the agenda had separate items for
discussion of the Blenheim Hill application and the
decision whether to object to it. Three Councillors
declared an Interest in the application as being personal
friends of the landowner of the Blenheim Hill site, and
said they would withdraw from the meeting for the
decision. The Chairman said this was on advice from
VWHDC officers, but Mr Ricketts said the Council's
Code of Conduct only requires withdrawal for a
pecuniary Interest. The Council was satisfied that they
could do so, but Mr Ricketts asked that the Code of
Conduct be reviewed as no obvious guidance is
supplied within it for declaring personal interests.
The Chairman led a discussion on the main issues as
these were stated after the first application for Blenheim
Hill and how the revised plans changed them. The
improvements included the reduction in the number of
houses, the retention of all the well-established trees,
and open space between the proposed houses and the
existing properties in the village. Still of concern was
drainage, the raised ridge heights, the loss of rural gap
land covered by the Vales policy NE10, and lack of
integration with the rest of the village. Also of concern
were traffic issues, pedestrian safety, the treatment of
the existing bridleway and the adjacent Listed building,
the density of housing in part of the site, security, lack
of allocated parking for affordable homes, and loss of
Grade 2 agricultural land. The Council’s full response is
on its web pages, under Developments.
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When the list of points to be made to the Vale was
completed, the Councillors who had declared an Interest
left and the remaining Councillors elected Mrs Convery
to the Chair for the next item. Councillors then voted by
7 for to 1 against that an objection be submitted to the
Vale WHDC. Mr Marsh then resumed as Chairman.
On the outline application for Valley Park, the
Chairman’s draft response to the Vale was approved.
The Council agreed to express concern at the layout of
the junction with the B4493, the lack of connections
with GWP, the arrangement of Public Open Space and
that 4-storey buildings were inappropriate for the
location. They also agreed that the Vale’s saved Policy
NE10, provision of a rural gap, would be contravened.
On Financial Matters, the Council approved changes to
Groundsmen contracts, partly to cover the emptying of
the dog-waste bins, which the Council no longer
contracts out.
On Council Lands and related matters, Mr Ricketts had
requested that the Clerk explain why a branch on a tree
in Townsend had been cut, as he believed it had been
healthy, and anyway it would be a Highways matter.
The Clerk said that she had been unaware that the work
had taken place but had since spoken to the grounds
staff and ascertained that staff cut the branch off
because it was very low and looked dangerous. The
Parish Council is aware of concerns about the removal
of the tree branch in Townsend that was until very
recently used to distribute books to young children. As
a result, the Council has recently adopted a new Trees
Policy. This can be found on the Parish Council web
pages, see below.
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web, in draft form until approved at the
following meeting. The next Parish Council meetings
will be on Tuesdays 14th April and 12th May. Items for
the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S. Taylor one
week before the meeting.
Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk,
by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to P.O. Box 223
Wantage OX12 2DH. Note that items posted can take
some days due to the PO Box number service.
Office hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am to 5pm Mondays.
To contact Councillors, see the appropriate page at
www.harwellparish.co.uk.
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Dog Bins
Since February the Parish Council, via the Grounds
Staff, has taken over the direct responsibility for the
emptying of all the dog bins around the village. This
has resulted in the bins being emptied regularly on a
weekly basis and sometimes, twice weekly, reducing
the unsightly overflowing bins of the past. Gerry has
reported that he feels the dog bins are being used more which can only be of benefit to our village environment
and for all residents. Please continue to utilise the bins
to clear up after your dog to help keep Harwell a
pleasant place to live.
Grove Road Closure
At the end of March, Taylor Wimpey commenced
essential work along Grove Road in Harwell. The work
involves the installation of a foul sewer connection to
serve the Alder View/ Greenwood Meadows
development. The initial work requires a lane closure
only, and management by traffic lights, although the use
of lights will be intermittent during this period.
The secondary phase of work is due to start on the 20th
April and requires an upgrade to Thames Water’s
existing foul sewer network to accommodate additional
flow from the site. A new length of foul sewer will be
laid parallel to the existing sewer in Grove Road to
provide the additional capacity. Accompanying
manholes will also be constructed, and the sewer will
terminate at Drewitts Corner.
Because of the route of the existing pipes, and the
narrowness of the road, a full road closure will be in
place for eight weeks from Monday 20th April. The
formal diversion will be through The Croft, but it is
hoped that through traffic will use the A417 Reading
Road.
A detailed engineering drawing is available on the PC
website.

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking
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Planning Applications
P15/V0167/FUL Harrow House Burr Street Single Storey
"Barn Style" 1 Bed Granny Annex on south side of Harrow
House Plot (10m x 4m internal dimensions). PC didn't object
but requested that neighbours’ comments are considered.
P15/V0195/SCR Land north of Grove Road Harwell
Screening opinion request for approximately 200 new
dwellings with associated highway improvements, public
open space and landscaping. Not for consultation.
P15/V0125/FUL Land at Library Avenue Harwell Campus
Erection of a high-tech terrace building for employment use
(Use Class B1). No objections, but requested that cycle
storage be provided near both main doors rather than at one
corner of the building, and that a foot/cycle path be provided
to the road to the north of the site.
P15/V0171/HH Amberley Wantage Road Double storey side
and part rear extension. Single storey side extension New
front porch. Loft conversion. No objections but Council
asked that neighbours’ comments are taken into consideration
by Planners, with the additional comment that the extensions
are large and potentially overbearing to neighbours.
P15/V0324/FUL Kilnwood Blenheim Hill Demolition of
existing house and construction of four detached houses and
garages. No objections but Council asked that neighbours’
comments are taken into consideration by Planners, with the
additional comment that the Council welcomes the fact that
the existing bank is to be taken back from the road, which
should improve sightlines; the Council asked that Oxfordshire
County Council Highways officers review this part of the
application carefully.
Deferred to Lands & Planning Committee:
P15/V0415/RM Great Western Park Didcot Reserved matters
application following Outline permission P02/V01594/O for
District Neighbourhood Square.
P15/V0416/DIS Land at Didcot Road Harwell Discharge
conditions 27, 28, 29, 35, 41, 43, 44, 47 and 52 of Outline
permission P02/V1594/O. Mixed-use urban extension of 3300
new dwellings together with associated open sapce, lesiure,
community, local shops and services and drainage and utility
infrastructure.
P15/V0427/LB Close Cottage Townsend Demolition of
existing porch. Erection of new porch and internal alterations.
P15/V0423/LB Locktons Farmhouse Church Lane Harwell
Didcot OX11 0EZ Repairs to South elevation and chimneys to
mitigate significant moisture ingress.
Permissions:
P14/V2810/HH Capel Cottage Barrow Lane Extension
P14/V2812/FUL Westfield House (Formerly Middle Farm
House) Grove Road Demolition of a single storey garage and
erection of a detached dwelling with integral single garage.
P14/V1757/RM Reserved Matters approval of the alignment
of the carriageway of the Southern Spine Road. Mixed-use
urban extension of 3300 new dwellings together with
associated open space, leisure, community, local shops and
services and drainage and utility infastructure (site area split
between SODC & VWHDC).

Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of
Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not
those of the Parish Council. Items for the June issue
should be sent by May 26th. - Martin Ricketts, ed.
email news@ harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is by Mrs Pat Staples, Talbot’s Way, Grove
Road. Advertising queries to the Clerk - see page 2.

P14/V2286/O Outline application for a residential
development of up to 9 dwellings, with all matters reserved
except for access.

Late News: The Blenheim Hill application is on the
agenda for the District Planning Committee on Wed. 8
April at 6.30 pm at Wantage, with recommendation for
approval subject to conditions and S106 Agreements.
There’s a link to the officer’s report on the PC web
pages, under planning then developments.
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Garden Waste and FREE Garden Compost:
Some good news for all our registered garden waste
brown bin holders.
Biffa will be collecting additional garden waste (up to
one bin full in open sacks, boxes etc). on Wed, 13th
May here in Harwell. Then on Saturday morning, 13th
June you can collect FREE compost - details next issue.
Brown bins can be ordered now via the Vale's website .
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Little Pippins Pre-School
Our purpose-built pre-school is set in an
idyllic orchard in the centre of the
village and has a large outdoor play
area which we are currently expanding to include a
forest school area. We are very proud to have recently
received an Outstanding judgement from Ofsted and our
aim is to continue to develop our reputation as an
outstanding provider.
We are open during term time providing pre-school care
and education for children between the ages of 2½ and
5 years. We also offer a Breakfast Club for 3-11 year
olds with a walking bus to Harwell Primary School.
Nursery Education Funding is available from the term
after your child’s 3rd birthday for up to 15 hours per
week and we also offer some funded places for 2½ year
olds under the Two Year Old early education scheme.
We are full for the rest of this academic year and our
waiting list for places from September is growing fast.
If you would like to know more about what we offer,
have a look at our website where you can also
download a registration form, or contact us at:

Harwell Feast
Bank Holiday Monday 25th May

Little Pippins Pre-School, Freeman Orchard, Gaveston
Road, Harwell, OX11 0HP Tel: 01235 821741, Email:
littlepippins@btinternet.com
Website: www.littlepippins.org.uk

Programmes available early May
Adults £2 in advance £3 on the day, Under 16 free
High Street Parade at 11am
We still need a few more helpers - if you can spare an hour
on the day, please contact us on 834765

Harwell Feast Weekend
Sunday 24th May - Afternoon
Recreation Ground West Field

The Marquis of Winchester’s Regiment, part of
the English Civil War Society, will be giving a
Living History display
You can experience the smell of the I7th century as the
cooks prepare the meals, question the soldiers in camp
or garrison or watch the gentry at their leisure, dancing
or lace making. These activities are supported by a
variety of craftsmen and traders such as carpenters or
scribes, physicians or cheese-makers. How often does
one get the opportunity to ask a living craftsman (or
woman) about their 17th century skills?
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HARWELL VILLAGE TENNIS CLUB
www.harwellvillagetennis.org.uk
Club Nights – Tuesdays & Thursdays from 7pm
Rusty Rackets - Saturdays from 10am
Children’s coaching –
beginners – Sundays 10.00-11.30
improvers – Sundays 11.30-1 pm
Adult coaching also available - see website
Annual Membership 2014 prices
£70 Family £45 Adult
£15 Juniors U18/Students
£10 Juniors U12
AGM Tuesday 21st April at 8 pm.
The evening will start with tennis on the courts
at 19.00 (weather permitting) and afterwards,
next door at the Royal British Legion Hall
Membership enquiries:
harwelltennis@hotmail.com

Poppy Tea Room
Royal British Legion Club
Come and try our teas or lunch in Harwell on a
Tuesday! One week we provide two course lunches
from 12 noon to 2 p.m. and the next week a Tea Room
from 2 to 4 p.m. In April, lunches are on 7th and 21st,
and teas will be on14th and 28th.
There is plenty of parking and easy access, just call in
one Tuesday and see what we offer. Our prices are very
competitive, the lunches - £8.00 for two courses inc.
tea/coffee. The Tea-Room – Only £2 for Cake or Scone
plus unlimited tea/coffee.
Website www.harwellrbl.co.uk for more information

ZUMBA!
Party yourself into Shape
St Matthews Church Hall, Thursday 7pm
Also Steventon V. Hall Monday 7.30pm
Absolute Beginners Welcome
No need to book, £5 admission
ZUMBA with Jayne ZIN Instructor
Tel: 07901 860 899
For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153
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Harwell Scout Group
The Scout Committee would like
to thank all of you who attended
our Quiz Evening on the 14th of
March for making it such a successful and enjoyable
event. Events such as the Quiz and the Barbeque and
Bingo at the Feast help raise funds to buy equipment
and keep membership costs as low as possible.
The busy season for our members is now upon us, with
the Beaver colony having just been on an overnight
camp to Youlbury. The Cubs will also be visiting
Youlbury over the Easter Holidays, while the Scouts are
looking forward to starting weekly sailing sessions after
Easter. All sections will be heading to the New Forest
for Group Camp in the last weekend of June.
Meetings usually take place in St Matthew’s Church
Hall, The Park. The age groups are:
Section
Age
Meeting Day
Beavers
6-8
Tuesday
Cub Scouts
8-10½
Monday/Wed
Scouts
10½-14½
Wednesday
Explorers
14½-18
Monday
Due to huge demand we have started a second Beaver
Scout Colony and a second Cub Scout Pack recently.
Currently both Beaver colonies are full but there may be
places available in the other sections.
If your child is interested in joining, please contact the
appropriate section leader. You can find the contact
details on our web site at
http://harwellscouts.org.uk/contactus/. For Beaver-age
children, it would be a good idea to get in touch well
before their 6th birthday in order to join the waiting list.

The Pelvic Partnership
is holding a
Charity Band Night
On Saturday 18th April at Harwell Village Hall
Local band Frogstar will be performing Classic and
Modern Rock covers. £10 per ticket
Licensed bar and food available on the night
Join in on a fun night to raise money for a worthy
cause. Contact Lucy Ryan on 07739563689
or lucy-ryan@outlook.com for tickets and info.
Charity Registered in England: 1100373
www.pelvicpartnership.org.uk
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Harwell Village Hall
Redevelopment Project

Latest news:
Well done to Debbie Greenfield and all who helped
with the biggest and best Safari Supper to date! It was a
fantastic success, with over 150 participants and £3,063
raised for the Village Hall – a record!!
The third 100 Club is now fully subscribed and the first
of the 10 draws will be made in April. Winners will be
posted on the Village Hall website:
harwellvillagehall.co.uk.
We are getting ready to demolish the Freeman Hall and
will be clearing the remaining contents over the coming
weeks. Items available (in return for a small donation)
are an electric organ, chairs, tables, cupboards and a
water heater. Please contact Keith on 835338 if you are
interested and can collect.
Sadly we had to cancel our planned 1940s Night due to
poor ticket sales but we have a great musical evening
planned for Sunday 12th April with The Hoedown Band
at our Country and Western Evening – get your tickets
now from Bob’s Butchers or Kath Luker (see diary).
And don’t forget the Easter Egg Hunt on Easter
Monday – always great fun for young and old alike!
Thanks to the Safari Supper and another good turnout
for our film evening in January, our current fundraising
total from events, donations, gift aid, grants, etc., now
stands at just over
£250,000!!

April 2015
Diary Dates 2015...

Monday Easter Egg Hunt.
6th April Hunt for clues
around the village
to find chocolate
eggs at the finish!

Staggered starts at Harwell
Village Hall from 2pm to
3pm.
£2 per child

Sunday Country and
12th Apr Western Evening
with internationally
acclaimed group
“The Hoedown
Band” – come and
strut your stuff!

Harwell Village Hall.
Doors and bar open 7pm;
Concert starts 7.30pm.
Tickets available from
Bob’s Butchers or Kath
Luker on 861057,
kath.luker@tesco.net,
Kamarlu, Barrow Road

£10 per person

Friday
Film Evening –
Doors and bar open from
15th May look out for the
7.15pm, film showing at
posters for details! 8pm.
Tickets will be
Tickets £5 pp or £12 with
available from
fish and chips (pre-order
Bob’s Butchers and only)
Barbara on 835698
Saturday Concert: Raising
11th July the Roof by Didcot
Community Gospel
Choir and friends

St Matthew’s Church,
Harwell at 7.30pm.
Church lawn open from
6.30pm for picnics, with
licensed bar.
Tickets £7.50/£5 from
Bob’s Butchers or 834295

We are still looking for enthusiastic people, ideally
with Legal experience and/or knowledge of the
Construction Industry, to become trustees of the
Village Hall.

Please check the Village Hall website
(harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and the Fundraising and
Community facebook pages for more information on these
and future events and on how you can support our project.

If you would like to become involved in caring for our
Village Hall and its redevelopment, please get in touch
with Keith Beswick, the Chairman.
Tel 835388, email: kbeswick.co.uk.

Contact:
 Keith Beswick for letters of support, business contacts,
etc. on 01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk
 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc. on
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk
Be part of it!

Our Hall is available for private bookings such as
Birthday Parties or regular Weekly Activities –
Book Groups, Yoga, Dancing etc.
Cost of Hire - ₤8 per hour
Contact Anne Gill 01235 833575 or
Roz Shipp 01235 863342
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HARWELL WI

Spring seems to be finally here and we are all getting
enthusiastic about the garden and working hard to
nurture plants for the WI Annual Plant Sale, more on
that later….
Back by popular demand, the ‘No Two Things’ Craft
Shop in Didcot demonstrated ‘Hands-on’ wet and dry
Felting in February and this triggered some amazing
artistic specimens from the Members.
In March at the end of the WI year, we had the Annual
Meeting and our President Lorna was unanimously
voted back in for another year. Our Secretary, Penny,
stood down after many devoted years and is succeeded
by Dee. Andrea also gave up her Treasury position to
Linda. After coffee and biscuits there were several
lively rounds of ‘Call my Bluff’ between two teams of
Members and some very strange words were discussed.
Next on 8 th April WI Advisors, Sheila West and Beryl
Mann will be telling the story of how the WI movement
started 100 years ago [1915] and the influential people
involved. The new programmes are ready to be given
out at this meeting.
On Sunday 3rd May from 10 until 2 in The Village
Hall, make a note in your diary to come to our Plant
Sale with everything supplied by Members from their
greenhouses, window sills and seedbeds and gardens.
Ideal for that summer bedding or the gap in the
shrubbery.
On 13th May Katy Dyer, `Kettlewell Colour
Consultant, will be showing Members how to use
colour to their best advantage. On the Late May Bank
Holiday Monday 25 May we will again be taking part in
the Harwell Feast Float Parade, so if you fancy taking
part come along and find out all about it!
As it is 100 years since the WI was formed, this is
obviously a very exciting year and your Harwell WI is
planning a Centenary Party on 16 September for all the
Members - more details in the next Bulletin.
Members and others meet regularly at The Hart of
Harwell on a Wednesday morning for coffee and
pastries. The numbers are increasing weekly. Call in
and say ‘Hello’. The ‘knitters’, are still meeting on a
Monday evening at 7.30pm in The Hart so go along and
see what they are up to.
There are Theatre trips, boat trips and walks, as and
when available, which are notified at our regular
monthly meetings. There are also many other outings
organised by Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and these
are advertised in our monthly newsletter, News &
Views. Most outings can be attended by the Members
and friends and booked via Linda, our Club Treasurer.
This year has much to offer. Why not find out at first
hand the many interesting speakers, visits and outings
we have to offer. Visitors are always welcome.
Meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month
[excluding August] at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. For
more information about joining us or about any of the
above activities, contact our Secretary, Dee Holes, on
01235 835649 or email: wi@harwellwi.org.

April 2015

Harwell Gardeners' Club
Our next meeting will be on Monday 11th April, when
Virginia Grant will tell us about Kingston Bagpuize
House & Garden. The competition is Spring Flowers.
Then on 11th May Joy Craig will talk about Fuchsias
For Garden & Show Bench, and the competition will be
A House Plant.
Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall.
Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join
the Harwell Gardeners' Club.
D Day Service at the RAF Harwell Memorial Stone
On the Saturday nearest to the anniversary of D-Day, an
annual parade and service is held at the RAF Harwell
Memorial Stone at the Harwell Oxford Campus. The
stone marks the departure point for Servicemen who
were amongst the first to land on D-Day. This is
organised by the Royal British Legion (Harwell Branch)
and supported by the various local companies on the
Harwell Campus.
The 2015 Service will take place on Saturday 6th June
2015 at 5.30pm. Legion Standards, Service Standards
and Cadet Forces will be assembling at 5pm. Attendees
should note there are no facilities at the stone.
For those wanting to know more details of the Parade or
Service can contact the Harwell Branch Ceremonial
Officer Peter Davies, or those wishing to organize a
wreath to lay during the service can contact the Branch
PAO Wendy Clarke both via branch@harwellrbl.co.uk
Peter Davies, Ceremonial Officer, Harwell Branch RBL

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall
car park between 9.15 and 9.40am on the
following Wednesdays: April 8, 22, May 6, 20.
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Harwell Village Club RBL
Our AGM was held in the club on Friday 30th January
2015. Fifty five members plus the Committee braved
the inclement weather to hear about the Club’s progress
against the agreed plans and its ongoing future. In this
context Ms Pauline Swann the RBL Club Adviser
attended the meeting as a guest speaker to explain the
rules relating to disaffiliation from the RBL in the case
of an application for a Public Licence to operate the Bar
facilities.
The Treasurer Mr Ron Hayley reported that while Bar
Sales were down over the last year, the club was trading
at a small profit due mainly to the reduction in
outgoings. There had been a reasonable start to the new
financial year 2014/15 making a small profit so far. It
was hoped that by continuing to follow the clear
financial plan set by the Committee, all debts would be
cleared by November 2015.
Mr Ian Clarke the Club Secretary reported on the
progress the club had made this year in line with the
outline business plan presented at last year’s AGM by
the Club Chair. He thanked the volunteer helpers for
their energy and support without which progress would
have been very unlikely and who had played an
important part in reducing the club’s outgoings. He also
highlighted the importance of the SOC Fund in keeping
the club operation viable and thanked the organisers and
supporters for their efforts. However if the club was to
be financially and practically sustainable the level of
bar sales and use of the club needed to be significantly
increased. One option that had been suggested in the
outline business plan was to consider applying for a
Public Licence to operate the Bar facilities. This would
require disaffiliation from the RBL and Ms Swann was
then introduced and set out the steps that would be
necessary to achieve this. The Chairman Mr John Fisher
thanked her for her input and for her valuable assistance
over the last two years. He then proceeded to thank the
President Mr Willie Lister, who had been unable to
attend through illness, for all his work over the years as
he had now made a decision to stand down from the
post.
This was followed by the Election of Officers and
Committee for 2015/16 – all nominees were accepted
and are as follows –
President to 31/01/2017 John Vaughan
Chairman to 31/01/16 John Fisher
Vice Chair to 31/01/17 Yvonne Hinchliffe
Serving for 2nd year to 31/01/16 Ray Hinchliffe, Kevin
Lewis to serve for 1 year to 31/01/2016 Peter Phillips
and Doug Bosley and to serve for 2 years to 31/01/2017
Nick Clarke, Ryan Cload, Andy Jones and Jane
Moreton ( all new members to the committee)
Since the AGM Yvonne Hinchliffe has completed the
redecoration of the Bar with support from Den Lynn.
This has made a huge difference to the service area of
the club and helped tidy the bar and surrounds. The
cellar is the final step in the redecoration programme
and work is due to start on this very soon. April and
May look like being busy months and the programme of
events already booked are as follows:

April 2015
April:
Sat. 4th Easter Quiz
Sat. 11th Club Dance to live music from Phil Aaron
Sat. 18th Private Function
Sat. 25th HHYFC Family Quiz
Sunday 26th Sunday Lunch
May:
Saturday 2nd Club Quiz ring club to book food
Saturday 9th Spectacular 70’s Disco
Sunday 10th Poppy Appeal Walk
Saturday 16th TBA
Friday 22nd HHYFC Presentation Evening
Saturday 23rd Jeff Denton Cabaret and Dancing
Monday 25th Harwell Feast – Beer Festival local beers
Saturday 30th TBA
Sunday 31st Sunday lunch
SOC Fund winners for 2015 are:
January: Kevin Lewis £50 Roger Wing £15
February: Nolan Thompson £50 John Delfosse £15
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HARWELL HISTORY
Our researchers have been busy again delving into the
history of Harwell and are planning to hold another 2
day exhibition in October. Once again we ask for any
help you can give us. We have three projects this time.
We will continue with the Harwell and the Wars theme
but add to that 30 years since the Millennium and 300
years of Harwell Almshouses. What we are asking you
to do is delve into your cupboards, drawers and minds
for any photos, notebooks, diaries, memories or
memorabilia on these 3 subjects. Then we ask that you
loan them to us so that we can take copies and include
some or all into those wonderful posters that you know
we can create and then to keep all copies in our archives
for later years.
As there is so much work to do and so little time to do it
we are also forward planning and have started work on
researching the schools of the village which hopefully
can be an exhibition on its own in 2016. For this we are
looking for school reports, class photos, building
photos, memories, names of teachers, events that the
school took part in (eg some of us can remember our
school sewing lessons consisting of stitching bunting
for the Harwell Feast), uniforms and anything else you
can think of.
Also looking to the future we wish to continue on our
village organisations history and as we write this Dave
Drummond is busy on the Harwell Gardening Club,
Heather Stevens is researching the Harwell Pink Society
and some organisations have already been asked to help
by lending their records. So club secretaries if you can
help us on this please come forward now.
We are planning to have a talk on the Magna Carta and
we will decide on the date for this soon so keep an eye
out for this information.
As we said earlier there is much to find out about this
wonderful village but we need your help so if you have
contact with people who used to live in the village ask
them for information on our behalf and if you have time
to spare yourself join our happy gang of researchers.
Ideally we would like to see a Local History Group
formed for the village that would meet on a regular
basis but this needs people to run it and unfortunately
the group of us carrying out the research are involved in
too many other things to take on this role as well. So if
you think you could set it up and run it, (you do not
have to be a researcher) then come forward now.
Thank you in advance for any help you can give.
Contact Points: Kath Luker, Heather Stevens







REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
Free Estimates, No job too small
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: remlocplumbing@btinternet.com

April 2015
COUNTRY AND WESTERN EVENING
SUNDAY 12 APRIL
HARWELL VILLAGE HALL
International Country and Western Group the
“Hoedown Band” will be helping us to raise money for
the Village Hall Redevelopment Fund. They have
recently returned from playing at the Tamworth Music
Festival in Australia and are promising us a wonderful
evening. Why not come along and join us for an
enjoyable evening of song and if you feel the urge they
will not mind if you join in with the singing or indeed if
you want to take to the floor. I know we have some
keen dancers in the village so now is your chance to get
going. There will as usual be bar available throughout
the evening and a raffle with superb prizes.
I thank you for all the support you have given me in my
past musical adventures and hope that you will support
this one as well. Get your tickets now to be sure of a
place.Tickets are £10 and available from Kath Luker,
Kamarlu, Barrow Road, kath.luker@tesco.net , 861057
and Bobs Butchers.

Hedgemead Flowers
Local Florist
Est. 20 years

For beautiful Bouquets and Tributes
Stunning Wedding Flowers
Delivery Service
www.hedgemeadflowers.co.uk
To order please contact
8, Broadway Close
Helen Norris 833 046
Harwell OX11 0LB

Property Maintenance Services
Guttering / Plastic Roofline / Roofing / Moss
Removal / Painting / Patios / Paths / Drives /
Turfing / Hedge Cutting / Gardening / Fencing /
Carpentry / Repointing & much more
For a Free Estimate contact Michael on
01235 835 582 / mobile 07831 550 433
www.mjtalbot.co.uk
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Rural Oxfordshire Action Rally
There will be a Vale of the White Horse ROAR - Rural Oxfordshire
Action Rally - in Wantage Market Place on Sunday 12 April from 11am.
Come and join us to challenge our prospective parliamentary candidates
to tell us how they will make the 20,000+ homes planned for the Vale
sustainable with: roads that can hold the traffic, schools big enough for
all the children in a timely manner, health facilities that can cope with
45,000 more people in the Vale alone, never mind the other areas which
use the hospitals in Oxford, cycleways, footpaths and leisure facilities
Peter Jay, Chairman of ROAR and ex-economist, broadcaster and
diplomat, will be our keynote speaker, and groups from surrounding
villages are invited to provide speakers. Julie Mabberley Wantage and
Grove Campaign Group www.wantageandgrove.org
Treehouse School 10k Run
Are you worried about eating too much chocolate over Easter? The
Treehouse School is awaiting your entries for their second 10K run to be
held in the beautiful South Oxfordshire countryside. Once again the
route is a mixture of on and off-road trails and takes place on Sunday
April 26th at 10am, starting at Cholsey Rec. Entry is just £15 and
includes a free T-shirt and handmade wooden medal for all entrants. In
addition we shall be holding the popular Bunny Run again for anyone
under 16, a half-km course that children can run as many times as they
like. We shall also have a bouncy castle and bacon butties for all
supporters and their families. Details at www.treehouse10k.org.uk All
money raised will go towards supporting The Treehouse School.
BUILDING & JOINERY
∙ Extensions and building services ∙
∙ Windows and doors ∙
∙ Handmade painted kitchens ∙
∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙
Tel/Fax: 01235 835553
www.fox-wood.co.uk
E-mail: info@fox-wood.co.uk

The annual Hagbourne Fun Run and Walk is on Bank Holiday
Monday, May 5th. Since 1990 this event has raised over £30k for cancer
charities, and a further £5k for the Village Fund which supports local
good causes and projects.
Starting at East Hagbourne Village Hall, the course is just under four and
a half miles over country footpaths via Upton and Blewbury.
A wide range of people take part, from novices to serious runners, with
Entry is £3 for adults, and 50p for children under 16. Registration is
between 9.30 and 10.45am, with an 11am start. For more information,
ring 01235 814892. Or Google Hagbourne Fun Run

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk
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From our M.P. Ed Vaizey:
As the General Election looms I have been reflecting on what an honour it has been to
serve the Wantage and Didcot constituency over the past ten years. One of the most
fantastic aspects of my role as your MP is meeting so many dedicated volunteers and
getting involved in some of the many great causes in the constituency.
I am incredibly proud to have become president of SUDEP Action, a charity based in
Wantage, which is working towards the prevention of sudden unexpected death in
epilepsy. This charity was set up by local resident Jane Hanna and provides
information and a support network for the bereaved. Last month there was an
important Parliamentary debate which called on the Government to address major
issues facing people with epilepsy and resulted in a commitment from the Government
and MPs to do all they could to raise awareness of the risks associated with epilepsy
by “red-flagging” those at increased risk of fatality. They also pledged to try to reduce
avoidable epilepsy-related deaths.
Friends of OSCAR is a national charity, based in Didcot, of which I am also a recent
patron. This charity helps children, and their families, when they are diagnosed with
brain or spinal tumours. I recently attended the launch of a bag of essential items,
such as toothpaste and overnight necessities, given to parents when they arrive at
hospital often without time to pack. This is one of the many ways the charity supports
families at such a traumatic time.
Another very worthy cause that I have recently become involved in is Mission
Motorsport. The aim of this national charity, based near Wantage is to aid the recovery
and rehabilitation of those affected by military operations, by providing opportunities
through Motorsport. Not only do they provide a support network but focus on training
and direct vocational skills to help those affected to get back into the workplace.
These are just examples of the many good causes I have encountered and I would like
to take this opportunity to thank everyone who volunteers and helps to make this
constituency such a wonderful place to live.
This month I have received letters and emails on a wide range of topics including
protecting the wildlife, dementia and beer duty. However, the issue I received most
correspondence on, some 100 plus emails, relates to concerns over the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). I believe the agreement does not carry the
risks that some have put forward, and I am reassured that as Parliament will scrutinise
the proposals and ultimately has the final veto power, a final agreement will only be
reached if it is in the United Kingdom’s interests.
As ever please feel free to contact me on any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A
0AA, 020 7219 6350 or vaizeye@parliament.uk. Email is the quickest and most
reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very close eye on my emails and can reply
very quickly. I also send out occasional general interest emails about developments in
the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. If you would like to be added to the distribution
list, please do email me at vaizeye@parliament.uk or sign up at www.vaizey.com.
Ed Vaizey MP
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The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell.
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992
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BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education
Centre
Some sessions require booking and this
can now be done on our web site www.bbowt.org.uk Note - there’s a separate entry for
each session Suggested donation generally £4 per child

Pond dipping sessions
(booking essential)
Wed 1st April & Thu 2nd April, 10.30am – 12 and
1-2.30pm each day.
Go pond dipping and explore the reserve to find out
about the fascinating creatures that live in and around
our ponds. Fun activities to get the whole family excited
about nature. For children aged 6+

Amphibian Adventures
(drop in) Tue 7th, Wed 8th & Thu 9th April,
10am – 3pm each day.
Hop around Sutton Courtenay to explore the world
from an amphibians point of view. Take a challenge to
see if you would survive as a frog! Find out which other
amphibians live on our reserve. Just drop in, there is no
need to book the activities will take around two hours.
Picnics are welcome.

April 2015

Children’s photography
Wed 27th May 10am to 3pm
Bring your digital camera, learn from our expert and
practise your wildlife photography skills on our fun and
photogenic nature reserve. Best photo of the day will
win a prize! BOOKING ESSENTIAL. Suggested
donation £10.
Dress for the weather. All children must be
accompanied by an adult. Bring a picnic lunch.
Suitable for children aged 8+

Bugfest
Thu 28th May 10am until 12 noon and 1pm to 3pm.
Join us for a puppet show and mini-beast making
workshop. Suitable for children aged 3 - 8 years.
The show is based on the Treetop restaurant show
where all the animals come for lunch. It serves treetop
delights such as sycamore sausages, juniper jelly and
oak leaf ice cream. Meet Emma’s favourite customer
whose appetite just keeps getting bigger, along with his
body. A show with rod puppets, shadow puppets and
gentle clowning you can really get your teeth into!
We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE
Contact: Ceri 01235 862024 sceec@bbowt.org.uk

Pond dipping for adults
(booking essential) – Wed 15th April.6.30 to 8pm
Forgotten what its like to dip the pond with a net?
Forgotten your frogs from your toads? Refresh
childhood memories, or have a go for the first time.
Learn skills to teach others about the wildlife to be
found in ponds and brush up on your ID skills.
Suggested donation £4
Please wear outdoor clothing

Nature tots – 29th, 30th April & 1st May,
20th, 21st & 22nd May
An opportunity for your pre-school little ones to
interact with and learn from nature. Come along for an
outdoor nature play, games, stories and craft on our
wild and wonderful nature reserve. Dress for the
weather. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
Tea, biscuits and mud provided.
BOOKING ESSENTIAL Sessions run from 9.30am –
11.30am each day, with an additional afternoon
session, 1 – 2.30pm on the Wednesdays only.

Visit our website to see our selection of
mouth-watering cakes and breads –
www.abc4baking.com
OR
telephone: 07851 181391

email: info@abc4baking.com
Or visit our stall Fridays from 9am to 4pm outside
Bob’s Family Butchers

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out

