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Parish Council Meetings
October Meeting: The revised planning application for
Valley Park was discussed. It was agreed to ask if an
informal meeting can be arranged with a VWHDC
Planning Officer so that the amended plans could be
discussed before the due date for comments. Other
planning applications are in the planning section on
page 2.
Under financial matters, as well as approving the
payments schedule put forward by the Clerk, the
Council agreed to a grant of £200 to South & Vale
Carers and a donation of £25 to the RBL Poppy Appeal
for a Remembrance Day wreath.
It was agreed to appoint Mr Fox-Davies, who is also a
Village Hall trustee, as the Parish Council
representative to review the construction of the new
Village Hall. He will monitor the contract between the
Parish Council and the builder, Fennell Blake and
provide regular progress reports to the Parish Council,
so that appropriate stage payments are made. The Clerk
was to draft an agenda item for the November meeting
to define the process for the authorisation and payment
of invoices.
The Clerk reported that the company responsible for
the electric power line that runs overhead from either
side of the recreation ground, and is buried across it,
wished to fell 2 conifers and cut back two other trees
near the posts where the lines terminate. This was
agreed.
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A verbal quote had been received for replacing two
damaged plaques on the war memorial. If possible, the
Clerk will arrange for the work to be done before the
Remembrance parades.
There was a discussion of the options for use of S106
money which will be available from the GWP
developers, including possibility of a Highway/Traffic
report. The amount will be about £13k, and Mr Marsh
suggested using it to obtain specialist traffic forecasts
and suggested solutions to traffic problems. Councillors
supported this suggestion, and Mr Marsh agreed to draft
a more formal proposal.
November Meeting: In the Open Forum, County
Councillor Stewart Lilly reported that OCC budget cuts
will probably mean cuts to some services, including the
withdrawal of subsidies for bus services. OCC is
permitted to increase the precept by up to 2% unless it
holds a referendum, which in itself would cost £800k.
Harwell Link Road will be delayed; OCC officers are
continuing negotiations with developers. Councillors
had questions about the B4493 and High Street traffic
issues and lack of specified funding for traffic calming;
Mr Lilly confirmed that the width restriction sign on the
B4493 is to be relocated shortly so that lorries from
GWP cannot use village roads, and encouraged the
Council to put in a request for a 30 mph speed limit
between Harwell and Rowstock under the current OCC
consultation. He also suggested that the Parish should
create a wish list of traffic calming schemes. He
promised to check that there is specific funding for
traffic calming from GWP Section 106 agreements.
District Councillors Mr Waite and Mrs Shelley had sent
a written report; there are still delays in rebuilding the

Harwell Scout Group
Christmas Post

The cheaper way to
send your
local Christmas
cards!
Cards can be
delivered to:

Harwell, Didcot, East &
West Hagbourne, Upton,
Blewbury, Chilton and
Rowstock

Collection boxes
will be located at:

Bob’s Butchers, Head First
Hairdressers, Harwell Village
Store, RAL (Rutherford
Appleton) Coffee Lounge, Rose
and Crown Chilton.
From Thursday 3rd December

Boxes will be
available
Last Collection
Cost

Thursday 17th December
30p per card (please place
money in box with card)
More info on page 6
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cottage on Reading Road, more information is awaited
concerning properties in Jennings Lane and Loder Rd,
and the free Christmas parking day is Saturday 5th
December in Wantage.
In the main meeting, the Council reviewed the current
list of names that have been allocated and proposed for
new streets in Harwell Parish. A suggestion for a street
name for GWP had been submitted to the VWHDC by a
local resident. The Council agreed not to amend its list
of suggested names.
Under planning, the Council discussed the application
by the developer of the Orchard Way site for the
removal of most of the Conditions that the Vale had
imposed on the development. In its letter detailing
these, the Vale District Council had itself said 2 other
conditions should also be removed. These related to
total floor space and provision to replace lost parking
places by existing residents.
It was agreed to object to the removal of Condition 17
(footway) and Condition 18 (parking places). Mr Marsh
had emailed VWHDC Planning Department about this
matter, and volunteered to draft the final response, for
circulation to all Councillors before submitting to
VWHDC. [Vale decision notice on 25/11 removes
several conditions, but keeps floor space limit and
parking provision].
Mr Marsh reported that an amendment to the Grove
Road north application was submitted last week and
should be out for consultation shortly.
There were several County Council matters on the
agenda. Under the title Oxfordshire Together, the
County is trying to delegate responsibility for some
highways and related matters, such as road verge
cutting, to parish councils. The Lands Committee was
asked to look at this before the Finance meeting in
December, where next year's precept will be
considered.
The Council discussed the roads problems in the
Harwell & Chilton area that the County Council was
consulting on. These include proposed speed limits,
Width Restriction, Traffic Calming and a Pegasus
Crossing on the east side of the A34, and are linked to
the road works currently in progress at Chilton &
Hagbourne Hill, and to the Harwell Link Road, still
some way off. Mr Marsh agreed to draft a response see item below.
The County is consulting on a Proposal to expand
Chilton Primary School. Indications are that expansion
of Harwell School will be consulted on at a later date.
Ms Greenfield agreed to speak to Harwell school
governors and ascertain any concerns they may have
over the Chilton proposals.
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web, in draft form until approved at the
following meeting. On the December date the Council
will meet as Finance Committee, so the next Parish
Council meeting will be on Tuesday 12th January 2016.
Items for the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S.
Taylor one week before the meeting.
Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk,
by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to Clerk, Harwell
Parish Council, Enborn, Shop Lane, Leckhampstead,
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RG20 8QQ. Core office hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am
to 4pm Mondays. To contact Councillors, see the
appropriate page at www.harwellparish.co.uk.
Planning Applications
P15/V1101/HH New build at The Old Pump Station &
Kennels, The Winnaway
It was agreed the Council should still object to this
application. North Wessex Downs AONB had been
unaware of the application in spite of the fact the site is
within the AONB. The Council was concerned that it
had not been advised of the amendments to the
application.
Previously The PC objected to this application on the
grounds that there would be an adverse impact on the
character & appearance of this area within the North
Wessex Downs AONB, and because of the overdominance of a 2 storey building on the apex of the hill.
Planners were asked to note previous planning history
at this site. The council queried the term “boarding
kennels” in the description, as the kennels appear to be
used only sporadically.
OCC Roads Consultation – Summary of Harwell
Parish Council’s response
Overall the PC welcomed the proposals, but noted
several errors, mainly due to not recognising the
existence of the GWP development! In addition, the
roundabout proposed for the north end of the Link Road
on Didcot Road just east of the A34 is now proposed in
the Valley Park plans to be 5-way with the bridle-path
on the south and west rather than north and east sides,
where the consultation has a Pegasus crossing across
Didcot Road.
Of more concern to the Council was the fact that the
proposals assume that the east end of the width
restriction through the village will need to be moved
from Slade Road to the Link Road roundabout. The
imminent opening of the road through Great Western
Park should have meant there was a plan to move the
end of the restriction to west of the new traffic lights on
Didcot Road. The restriction signs need to be moved
there to inform any lorry drivers exiting from
Greenwood Way or Miles East and considering turning
west towards Harwell.
Concern was also expressed that new roads in Harwell
Parish, Talbot Close and those in GWP, were not listed
in the section showing all roads subject to the 30 limit.
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Local Planning Applications
Revised plans for Valley Park have been submitted and
the consultation has now closed and a decision from the
Vale is awaited. There are updates, mainly a drainage
review, for the Reading Road site, and the consultation
on this has just closed. Revised plans have been
submitted for the Grove Road North site, which include
a modified layout and an update on the traffic
proposals. Consultation closed on 2 Dec, but if you
missed the date the officer will sometimes take a late
submission – check with him first.
Local Plan
It’s nearly a year since the Vale consulted on the final
version of the Local Plan, which was then submitted to
the government in March. An inspector was appointed
and he has started reviewing the plan. He’s doing this
in two stages. His Stage 1 hearings took place in
September and covered wider issues such as the validity
of the assumed demand for houses and jobs. He
listened, but has made no judgement, and is moving on
to Stage 2 next February when he will look at more
detail, including the specific site proposals. Discussion
for two of the three sites in Harwell Parish may be a bit
academic because planning applications have already
been made for those sites (Valley Park and Grove Road
North), although there is sure to be discussion about
why the Local Plan only allocated 2,250 houses for
Valley Park, yet the developer has applied for about
4,250.
The most contentious site, not least because it is in the
AONB, is the proposal for 1350 houses at the Campus –
850 east of the Campus, and 550 to the north. The
Campus Partnership has put forward an alternative
proposal to put all the houses at the north of the site,
using more Campus land and extending west into E.
Hendred. To find out more you need to go the Vale
website and look for the Examination in Public pages
(EiP) and the Campus proposals can be found under the
Stage 1 submissions, Matter 3. If you have views on
this, do please let the Parish Council know (see contact
page of the PC website) so that it can represent the
Parish at the inspector’s hearings.
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Harwell Safari Supper 2016
The next village Safari Supper will take place on
Saturday 16th April 2016. This is a wonderful
opportunity to enjoy a meal, explore the village, meet
new faces and raise money for a good cause. It is a very
popular event, more than 150 attended last year, and it
sells out very quickly.
All money raised will go towards the Harwell Village
Hall redevelopment project. More information about
this project can be found on the Village Hall website,
www.harwellvillagehall.co.uk. Last time we raised
more than £3,000 and will be hoping to match that
again next year.
There is a sliding scale of charges depending on your
participation. You can pay the full amount and get a
delicious, home cooked, 3 course meal including wine
with the first 2 courses. Alternatively you could offer to
host a starter or a main course, or provide a dessert.
Starter and main courses are normally for 8 people and
are hosted by villagers in their own homes. Desserts and
coffee are available in the Village Hall at the end of the
evening.
An email has been sent recently to the mailing list. If
you are interested in attending the supper and have not
received the email or would like to find out more, then
please email Debbie at debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk or
phone 01235 820760 to make sure that you are included
on the mailing list. We will start taking bookings in
January and expect places to fill up very quickly.
In the last 7 years the number attending has grown from
88 to 152 and we have raised £14k for the Village Hall.
We are now at the limit of attendees as we cannot
squeeze any more into the hall for desserts!
(apologies - editor had to cut table)

Oxfordshire County Council

Is your child 3 or 4 years old?
If your child was born between 1 Sept 2011 and
31 Aug 2012 then you need to apply for a primary
school place by 15 January 2016.
Online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
Or telephone 01865 815175
Christmas Fair - Harwell School - 4 Dec. - 6 to 8 pm
Next Harwell News Deadline – January 23rd.







REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
Free Estimates, No job too small
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: info@remloc.co.uk
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Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service 2015
The 2015 Parade and Service at the War Memorial were
organised by the Royal British Legion Harwell Branch
and St Matthew’s Church Harwell on behalf of Harwell
Parish Council. Parish Councillors closed the roads and
marshalled the traffic. It was followed by a Service at St
Matthew’s Church.
The Parade marched from Townsend to the War
Memorial in the High Street. The Parade included
Harwell Parish Council, Royal British Legion Harwell
Branch, Harwell Village RBL Club, 2410 (Didcot)
Squadron Air Training Corps, 1st Harwell (St
Matthew’s) Scouts and Girl Guiding Harwell, about 200
people in total and 12 Standards. Two ATC cadets
formed a Guard of Honour at the War Memorial, joined
for the first time this year by a Harwell Scout and
Guide. Their arrival was accompanied by Bag Piper
John McFarlane-Horgan who played a selection of
pieces through the service. It was good to see all of the
youth groups in attendance; all gave an excellent
account of their organisations. All of the Standard
Bearers performed their duties well especially the
younger ones.
The Service at the War Memorial was attended by about
400 villagers. It was conducted by the Rector of St
Matthew’s Church Harwell Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mobey.
Mrs. Kate Evans led the singing.

The Last Post was sounded by Dr. Tony Hughes and the
Two Minutes Silence observed. Wreaths were laid by
Harwell Parish Council, Royal British Legion Harwell
Branch, Harwell Village RBL Club, 2410 (Didcot)
Squadron Air Training Corps, 1st Harwell (St
Matthew’s) Scouts and Girl Guiding Harwell.
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The Parade marched to St Matthew’s Church. Standard
Bearers from the parade formed a Guard of Honour at
the entrance to the Church. The Church Service was run
by Rev. Jean Barton and Mrs. Kate Evans and was
attended by 163 people, with primary school-aged
children attending a special session at the Church Hall.
Legion Members attended the Ceremony at the War
Graves in Harwell Cemetery after the Service and laid a
wreath in honour of the fallen at the Memorial there.
ARMISTICE DAY CEREMONY 2015
About 40 people gathered for the Ceremony at the War
Memorial on the following Tuesday including pupils
from Harwell Primary School and a representative from
Little Pippins Pre School. The Branch President led the
Ceremony, the Last Post was sounded by Dr Tony
Hughes and the Two Minutes Silence observed. The
Branch Standard was dipped in honour of the fallen. A
wreath was laid by the Royal Antediluvian Order of
Buffaloes Harwell.
Thanks are due to all who attended or participated in the
Commemorations, also to Harwell Gardeners Club for
maintaining the gardens around the War Memorial and
Harwell Parish Council and Harwell Gardeners Club for
maintaining the surrounding area.
Peter Cox
Harwell RBL Branch Secretary
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From Harwell School Headteacher
It has been a little over a year since I became
Headteacher at Harwell Community Primary School
and given that this is my first post in Harwell News, I
contemplated for some time about where to start and so
I decided to go with: ‘It has been an eventful year!’
It has been a year where we have seen a great deal of
change at the school. Change that has, amongst others,
seen new faces arrive; change that has seen an
improvement in the attainment of the children in the
school and change that has seen new building spring up
around the school.
Our aim throughout has been to foster Resilient,
Resourceful and Respectful learners. Towards this we
aim to give the children a wealth of learning
opportunities to challenge and inspire.
In my short time here, we have adapted the curriculum
to ensure that every child has numerous opportunities to
experience curriculum enhancing visits and events.
One such event has been Year fives stargazing evening.
The children stayed over at school to watch the stars
circle overhead and the planets rise early the next
morning. This built on their previous teaching and visits
from Rutherford Labs. It is something that the children
will not forget quickly.
Every year group could boast their own multitude of
memorable experiences; from Year one going to the Sea
Life Centre in Bournemouth to Year 2 having Golf
lessons.
Within each year we endeavour to provide experiences
that bring learning to life and make their learning not
only memorable but purposeful.
However, it has not all been about change; there are
some things that haven’t changed, although we have
looked to enhance them further. A community School
should be just that, part of the community.
Whether it is working with the local gardening club to
host the village produce show; working together with
the Church to create mindfulness spaces in the school
field or even working hiring out the school facilities
such as the pool, hall or artificial grass pitch, the sense
that the school is an active part of the wider community
is an important one. Even as I write, Harwell and
Hendred’s under 9s are competing on the school pitch.
It was an easy decision last week to ask children to go
down to the war memorial to take part in the act of
remembrance. These are important events within the
year that the children need to be involved in. They are
part of the values that we try to instil in the children of
respect, tolerance and understanding. Values that I
know you share and values that drew me to Harwell in
the first instance.
We have been very fortunate for so many of the
members of the community have volunteered their time
to come in to share their love of reading and I would
like to express my gratitude for that. Not only is it
supporting the children’s love of reading but also
supporting their appreciation for the more ‘experienced’
members of the community too.
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Our next community event is with Little Pippins to hold
a Christmas Fair. The Harwell School Association has
been industriously organising stalls, raffles and prizes;
Little Pippins has been busily organising Santa and the
Christmas tree festival and the WI has been hard at
work using their baking skills for the café. It will be a
marvellous evening on the 4th December and I do hope
you can come along.
Later, on the 16th December, do look out for Class
Four, who will go carolling before performing their
Mummers play.
Warm regards,
Bryn Gibson, Head-teacher Harwell Primary School
Harwell After School Club
Harwell After School Club is an independent after
school club run by a committee of parents. It is
registered with Ofsted and runs at Harwell Primary
School from 3:15-6pm Monday to Thursday and 3:155pm on Fridays during term time. We take children
aged 3-11 years. We aim to create a happy & safe
environment for your child to relax and play after
school while encouraging the children to be
independent. A snack tea is included with lots of fresh
fruit.
All our staff are DBS checked and have experience of
working with children and hold Playwork or Childcare
qualifications and undergo regular training to ensure we
can provide the best care we can.
If you are interested in using the club or would like to
have more information please call 07854 738518 during
opening hours, email
harwellafterschoolclub@gmx.com, check out our web
page: http://www.harwellprimaryschool.co.uk/afterschool-club/ or find us on
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/Harwell-AfterSchool-Club

Caledonian Home Cleaning
Based in Harwell
Weekly or fortnightly
schedules to suit you
Minimum just 2 hours
Materials provided
Rate: £14.00 per hour

Please phone Lesley: 07580 553757
caledonianhomecleaning@gmail.com
www.caledonianhomecleaning.co.uk

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking
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Harwell Scout Group
First and foremost, may we
thank villagers together with
Harwell School head, Bryn
Gibson, and his team for supporting our recent
fireworks. The turnout was unprecedented and caught
us a little by surprise! You drunk us dry! We now look
forward to next year when we will do better on
provisions and hopefully introduce new opportunities
for our youngest spectators to enjoy the fireworks from
indoors where the sound will be less overwhelming.
Harwell Scouts in collaboration with Didcot Groups are
now providing your alternative Christmas Post. Local
residents are invited to use the Scout service for cards
destine for Harwell, Chilton, Hagbourne, Upton,
Rowstock or Didcot. This service will both save you
money and help the group raise funds. Please see our
advert for the locations of our posting boxes.
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Harwell Royal British Legion Club
A Special General Meeting (SGM) of members is being
held at the club on 10th December at 8 p.m.
Topic: RBL Disaffiliation Voting Process.

Annual General Meeting
will be held at the club on FRIDAY 29th JANUARY
2016 commencing at 8 p.m. This will cover all aspects
of Club business including election of Committee
members under the current club rules. An update of the
current trading position and future plans will be given.
All members are encouraged to attend.
Ian Clarke RBL Harwell Club Secretary

A donation of 30p is asked for each card to be
delivered. Users should note that this is not a daily
service. Cards in the boxes by Noon on December 10 th
will be delivered by December 13th similarly cards in
boxes by December 17th will be delivered by 21st.
When addressing the cards please provide Name of
recipient - House Number and Street – Village/Town
(The post code is only required if the house has a Name
as opposed to a Number). We very much hope villagers
will support this service again this year.
Scouting in Harwell continues to flourish with over 140
youth members currently registered, supported by a
large team of volunteer Leaders. We are always
seeking more adult support, should you be new to the
community and have time to give Local Scouting please
get in touch either by calling Brian on 07736 691426 or
Mailing gsl@harwellscouting.org.uk

Property Maintenance Services

R H Fencing & Gates

Guttering / Plastic Roofline / Roofing / Moss
Removal / Painting / Patios / Paths / Drives /
Turfing / Hedge Cutting / Gardening / Fencing /
Carpentry / Repointing & much more
For a Free Estimate contact Michael on

All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell

01235 835 582 / mobile 07831 550 433
www.mjtalbot.co.uk

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out
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Harwell Village Hall
Redevelopment Project

Latest news:
FREEMAN HALL DOWN
Since the last issue, great progress has made at the
Village Hall Build Site. A fence has been erected all
around the build area and the stage is now boarded off
inside the hall. The asbestos from the Freeman Hall
was safely removed and, on 16th November, the
Freeman Hall was finally demolished. The site for the
new hall is being lowered by about 3 feet to bring the
new hall in line with the original one and the footings
will be dug in the next week (from 23rd November).

Unfortunately, the cooker in the original hall has
expired and will not be replaced until the new kitchen is
installed, but we have added a 6.5L (11pint) slow
cooker and there is also a microwave oven and warming
cupboard for those who need them. The Trustees
apologise for any inconvenience caused.
Fundraising – now over £1m!
Our grants and fundraising teams are continuing to
work hard and we now have confirmation of the release
of the £96,000 of S106 money from the Blenheim Hill
Development. We also have new confirmed grants
totalling £11,500, further generous gift-aided donations
from Harwell residents and £430 raised from our latest
film event, Mr Holmes. Thank you to all who came.
Our new total from events, donations (received and
promised), gift aid, grants, and S106 money (including
refunded VAT) to:
£1,010,000
We still have more to raise to reach our target and have
more grants to apply for and several things in the
pipeline but we still need your help so please keep
giving!

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall
car park between 10.45 and 11.15am and then at
Harwell Campus Kids Unlimited, from 11.25 to
11.45 on the following Tuesdays:

December 1, 15, January 12, 26.
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Diary Dates 2015/16...

Sun 6th
Auditions for
December Godspell.
Parts for Actors,
Singers, Musicians,
Technical Support,
Costume, Make-Up
& Backstage

Harwell Village Hall at
4.30pm
Minimum age: Year 6
Primary School.
For solo singing roles,
please come prepared to
sing!

Weds 16th Christmas Raffle
December Draw
TICKETS ON
SALE NOW!!!
Call Barbara
Jackson on 835968

The Hart of Harwell
High St, Harwell
10.45am at the regular
coffee morning - all
welcome. Fabulous
prizes in time for
Christmas.

Fri 29th
January
2016

Doors and bar open
6.45pm; film showing at
7.45pm.
Save the date! More
details to follow.

Film Event.
£5 per person, £12
including Fish &
Chips.

Sat 9th
Godspell
April 2016

St Matthew's Church,
Harwell.
Save the date – more
details to follow!

Sat 16th
Safari Supper –
April 2016 come and join in
the fun again this
year!

Contact Debbie by email,
debbie.greenfield@stfc.a
c.uk or phone, 01235
820760, to make sure
you are included on her
mailing list for this great
event.

Please check the Village Hall website
(harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and the Fundraising and
Community facebook pages for more information on these
and future events and on how you can support our project.
Contact:
 Keith Beswick to arrange for items in the village hall to
be removed, letters of support, business contacts, etc.
on 01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk
 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc. on
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk
Be part of it!
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Harwell Village Club (RBL)
We have had a busy time at the village club. The Rugby
World Cup saw big crowds for England’s pool matches
and the big screen proved very popular. Unfortunately,
due to their early exit, the numbers dwindled down to
real rugby fans, that enjoyed watching rugby as opposed
to those who only watch England play!! The final was
well supported and the evening was completed by a
great rock night featuring the ever popular Rick Chase.
September and October saw the club being used for all
sorts of occasions including funeral wakes, private
parties, club dances and during the day for Conferences,
Tribunals, several classes including Pilates, children’s
dance clubs, karate etc. In October we hosted a Charity
Event featuring a ‘Rod Stewart’ tribute singer. The
evening was tremendously well organised by Yvonne
Hinchliffe, her sister Pauline Mulford and their helpers
and £2,570 was raised for Helen and Douglas House.
Over the years, this group have raised in excess of
£20,000 for this Charity and should be publicly
applauded for their efforts! Yvonne is our club Vice
Chair and her energy, drive and enthusiasm have
contributed enormously in helping the management
committee to clear the debts the club had accrued prior
to January 2013.
Now that we are nearly debt free (by January 2016 we
should be clear) we have arrived at the time when a
decision as to the future of the club will have to be
made by its members. It was agreed at the AGM, at the
beginning of the year, that the Club Management
Committee should explore the possibility of
disaffiliating from the Royal British Legion and seek to
operate under a new club licence. This would allow for
a wider use of the bar by social and sports groups in the
evenings and on weekends and an opportunity to allow
the building to be used more as a ‘community centre’
facility during the day. To this end all eligible members
will be given the chance to vote on this issue and the
result will be available before the AGM on the 29th Jan.
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This is a really important step for the future of the
building in the community, as it is clear that it is
unlikely to survive if it has to continue operating under
its present licence. It will require 75% of the eligible
membership voting in favour of the proposal to
disaffiliate. Anything less than a clear majority of that
size, will leave the club vulnerable to closure, which
will be in no one’s best interests.
The SGM will be held on Thursday 10th December at
8:00 pm. Topic: .....RBL Disaffiliation process.....
Dates for the diary: December
Tuesdays 1st & 8th: Poppy Tea Room 2-4 pm
Saturday 5th – Christmas Supper Quiz – details as usual
Sunday 6th – Christmas Dinner at the club – 12 – 2pm
(booking now for places)
Sunday 13th – Harwell Village Children’s Christmas
Party with a visit from Father Christmas, £5:00 per
child including disco, buffet and present 2–5pm ticket
numbers limited 50.
Friday 18th – Grand Christmas Draw in the Club –
tickets now on sale for good quality seasonal prizes.
Christmas Opening Hours:
Thursday 24th December – 7 - 11 pm
Friday 25th December – CLUB CLOSED
Saturday 26th December – 12 – 4 pm
Thursday December 31st – New Year’s Eve Big Party –
Live music with Jake Rafferty – tickets £15 inc.
ploughman’s supper available now at Club
January:
Tuesday 5th – Poppy Tea rooms
Saturday 9th – New Year Supper Quiz
Saturday 23rd Burns Night traditional buffet,
entertainment
Friday 29th AGM 8:00 pm in the clubhouse

ZUMBA!
Party yourself into Shape
St Matthews Church Hall, Thursday 7pm
Also Steventon V. Hall Monday 7.30pm
Absolute Beginners Welcome
No need to book, £5 admission
ZUMBA with Jayne ZIN Instructor
Tel: 07901 860 899

Find us at: 80-82 Broadway,
Didcot, OX11 8AE
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December 2015
On Wednesday 13th January there will be a hands-on
evening. Allie Gerrard will demonstrate Sugarcraft,
decorating cupcakes with simple roses. All members
will be able to test their skills.

Harwell W.I.
At our October meeting David Endicott talked about
‘Bats in the UK’ and particularly in our local area. It
was fascinating and the star of the show was ‘Wally’
who was injured and, not being able to fly, would
continue to live with David for the rest of his life.
Also in October there was the Group Meeting with a
fascinating speaker about ‘Poisons for Medicines’ by
Graham Harrison. Then in November Tony Boffin,
speaker for the National Trust, told the story of Lord
Nuffield, his life and amazing work and his local
property Nuffield Place. Even as locals there was much
about Lord Nuffield that we didn’t know.

The WI still has much to offer. Why not find out at
first-hand about our many interesting speakers, visits
and outings. Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are
on the second Wednesday of the month excluding
August at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. For more
information about joining us or about any of the above
activities, contact our Secretary, Dee Holes, on 01235
835649 or email: wi@harwellwi.org.

With Christmas looming, the 9th December is our
Festive meeting and its format is still under wraps,
suffice to say there will be food and a quiz! However,
for the purpose of catering, if you wish to attend and
have not been present at a meeting to put your name
down, please contact our Secretary Dee.
Not only WI Members but also all-comers meet
regularly at The Hart of Harwell at 10.30am on a
Wednesday morning for coffee and pastries. The
numbers are increasing weekly. Call in and say ‘Hello’.
The ‘Knitters’, are still meeting, now every Monday at
7.30pm in The Hart. They have been busy making TWIDDLEMUFFS FOR DIDCOT HOSPITAL
The Knit'n'Natter Group’s current project is
TWIDDLEMUFFS, knitted muffs made from different
textured wools with additional buttons, beads, ribbons
etc sewn on. Patients with dementia can find the muffs
soothing and helpful for restless fingers.

Pictured left are
Harwell W.I.
members, left to
right, Secretary Dee
Holes, Linda Lee,
President Lorna
Walton, and Cathy
Old.
And below that, Janice Markey
handing over a batch of
Twiddlemuffs to Helen Reynolds,
the Didcot Ward Manager at
Didcot Community Hospital.

Didcot Community Hospital

Christmas Bazaar
Saturday 12th December
3.30 to 5.30 pm.
Come and support your local
community Hospital
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The Harwell Parish History Group: Village History
Exhibition 3rd and 4th October
This October Exhibition was very well
attended, with nearly 200 people visiting over the two
days, children included. Comments on Facebook and in
the exhibition’s own visitors’ book have been very
positive, commenting favourably on the range and
content – there was a great deal to see!
Exhibits included ongoing detailed work on
Harwellians who fought in both World Wars, an up-todate display on the 150+ organisations which now
occupy sites on Harwell Campus, and Harwell’s pubs.
The tradition of holding competitions in such pubs for
the growing of pinks (dianthus) was strong in
Lancashire and the Oxfordshire/Berkshire area in the
nineteenth century. One display depicted how
enthusiastically Harwell participated in this: two annual
shows were held in two competing pubs- the White Hart
and the Crown.
The history of the Almshouses had produced
some surprises, as the exhibition revealed. The accepted
date of their foundation – hitherto thought to be 1715has needed revision. 1715 was the date when a trust
was set up for Francis Jennings to enable her to keep
control of a substantial sum of money on marriage;
normally anything married women earned, owned,
inherited or were given passed to their husbands. The
trust did not mention the almshouses – but her will of
1723 gave detailed instructions for their foundation. She
died in 1730. The churchwardens and overseers of the
poor of Harwell had to take Frances’s husband, William
Geering, and his relatives to the Court of Chancery in
1732 to obtain the money she had left! This was done
by 1734 – after which the almshouses were built. The
display included photographs of the legal documents
from this case. Census information about a sample of
Almswomen of the nineteenth century (with names
changed for the exhibition) showed a strong link
between local history and the Great Agricultural
Depression of the 1870s onward. The history of
Harwell’s many different charities also reflected the
attempts of gentry at that time to regulate the manners
and morals of ordinary working people- again, a
national trend.

December 2015
Scheme. Thank you also to the visitors who kindly
made donations. We are still building up display and
reprographic equipment. The coloured posters incur
expense but will remain a permanent resource for the
village, as will copies of documents – for example, the
Chancery Case records- obtained from the National
Archives.
Owing to building work in the village hall, the
next exhibition is scheduled for March 2017. A
programme of speakers is being organised to take us
through 2016 (which is the 950th anniversary of the
Battle of Hastings and the 400th anniversary of
Shakespeare’s death). For our ongoing projects, the
History Group would like to hear from anyone who has
memories and photographs concerning education in
Harwell Village. In addition, we intend to research the
histories of village clubs and societies, and will be
approaching these for information and, again,
photographs.
The group welcomes any offer to help in any form
whether it be research, funding, transcribing documents,
manning an exhibition etc. You do not have to attend
any progress meetings!! If you would like to help then
please contact one of our group. JMC

The wide-ranging displays on Harwell Campus
and on village events since the Millennium are
examples of contemporary history, preserving evidence
before it disappears on industrial/technological and
social develops about which future historians will want
to know. The Harwell News itself is historical evidence
in the making, and one member of the History Group is
indexing all existing issues in order that such evidence
can be more easily accessed.
The History Group remains small, so we are
extremely grateful to the ladies who provided and
served the refreshments – these are always a great
attraction and much appreciated. The History Group has
no funding of its own, so profound thanks are due to the
groups who kindly donated to the costs of mounting the
exhibition: The Craft Group, The Harwell Feast
Committee, The Trustees of the Francis Geering
Almshouses, and the Oxford Community Grants

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance
Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378
E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk
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Making St Matthew’s "Fit for the
Future"

St Matthew's PCC is actively
thinking about how we can make our
church building more accessible,
comfortable and flexible - this includes thinking about
the related issues of heating and seating.
As part of this process we want to hear from you!
Please come at look at the presentation currently in St
Matthew’s. The presentation will be available for
viewing every day until Saturday 12 December, from
9.30am until dusk. It can also be viewed on our website.
www.hcchurches.org/fitforthefuture.
Ewelme Church Charity and Three Pressed Men
In support of the Friends of Ewelme Church Charity, on
Friday 11th December at 7.30pm, the inimitable Three
Pressed Men will present a programme of the nation's
finest traditional songs and melodies, with a nod to the
Festive Season. Vocal harmonies, lively dance tunes,
concertinas, rarely seen instruments - including a
smattering of cutlery - all backed up with a dash of
history and a few laughs, in the splendid surroundings
of Ewelme's beautiful church. Tickets £10, to include
nibbles and a glass of wine, are available from Derry's
Den in Benson, from Ewelme Village Store, or by
telephoning 01491 824822.
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Harwell Gardeners' Club
The Club AGM is on Monday 7th December and
followed by the Christmas party.
We start the New Year on Monday 4th January with the
welcome return of Timothy Walker, who will talk on 50
Shades of Green. The competition is Something Green.
Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall.
Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join
the Harwell Gardeners' Club.

Harwell School & Little Pippins
invite you to our

Grand Christmas Fair at
Harwell School
Friday 4th December 6 - 8 pm.
Stalls, vote for the best Xmas Tree, etc.
For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153

Our Hall is available for private bookings such as
Birthday Parties or regular Weekly Activities –
Book Groups, Yoga, Dancing etc.
Cost of Hire - ₤8 per hour
Contact Anne Gill 01235 833575 or
Roz Shipp 01235 863342

BUILDING & JOINERY
∙ Extensions and building services ∙
∙ Windows and doors ∙
∙ Handmade painted kitchens ∙
∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙
Tel/Fax: 01235 835553
www.fox-wood.co.uk
E-mail: info@fox-wood.co.uk
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Ed Vaizey Parish News November 2015
Earlier this month we stopped to remember those who gave their lives in service to
their country, I was struck once again by the hundreds of people who turned up to
parades and memorials. I had the honour of laying wreaths at both Wantage and
Didcot along with veterans and serving men and women. Supporting our armed forces
is as important as ever and I thank everyone that has donated to the Royal British
Legion or any of the other Forces charities this year.
There are a few issues which have crossed my desk which may be of interest.
Last month I took part in a very interesting debate in Parliament around the issue of
nuisance calls. These are an ongoing problem, especially for elderly and vulnerable
people. I am pleased to say that the government and phone companies have taken
steps to combat them, lowering the legal threshold of what constitutes a nuisance call
(and so making it easier to prosecute) and ensuring Ofcom and the Information
Commissioners Office share information to tackle those making these calls.
If you run a small business, a campaign and roadshow by “Exporting is GREAT” has
been launched to encourage and advertise opportunities to businesses to export their
products and services around the world. The initiative also provides guidance, training
and expert advice to help first-time exporters. Do to visit the roadshow, which will be
in the south-east in May 2016 or visit their website exportingisgreat.gov.uk.
A new road safety dashboard has recently been brought to my attention. Created by
the Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS), it provides
statistics for traffic accidents. Unfortunately it shows that there was an increase in the
numbers of accidents in the constituency in 2014. While we all work to make our
roads safer, you can find out more information at www.pacts.org.uk/dashboard.
This month, my mailbag has been dominated by letters of concern about Fracking and
its potential effects on drinking water and risk of damage to the UK’s National Parks. I
can assure readers that Government legislation provides clear and strong regulatory
protections for the environment, ensuring that fracking cannot be conducted from
wells that are drilled at the surface of National Parks. Other issues that have been
brought up include the dog-meat trade in Southeast Asia and the teaching of First-Aid
in schools.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing issues that you would like help
with. Either myself or one of my team will get back to you as soon as possible and do
what we can to assist. You can contact me on any matter at the House of Commons,
SW1A 0AA, 020 7219 6350 or dicksonce@parliament.uk. Email is the quickest and
most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very close eye on my emails and can
reply very quickly. I also send out occasional general interest emails about
developments in the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. If you would like to be added
to the distribution list, please do email me at badyaljb@parliament.uk or sign up at
www.vaizey.com.
So finally, as the festive season approaches, may I wish everyone a happy and
peaceful Christmas and a prosperous new year.
Ed Vaizey MP

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell .
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992

