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Parish Council Meetings
December Meeting: There was not a full ordinary
meeting in December, because the date is set aside for a
Finance Committee meeting to consider the budget for
the year starting in April. However, an extra-ordinary
meeting was held to approve a payment for work on the
Village Hall from the section 106 funds and for an
increase in the cost of work to the trees in the Cemetery,
due to be carried out this month.
January Meeting: The Open Forum consisted of a
presentation regarding proposals for an area just outside
the Parish in Milton near the A34 junction.
The planning applications have been submitted and are
available to view on the Council website; they are for a
hotel, restaurants and commercial premises on a new
road from the A4130 east of the Premier Inn.
In the main meeting, the Chairman and vice-Chair being
absent, it was proposed by Mrs Convery that Mr FoxDavies Chair the meeting and this was agreed.
There was a written report from the Police PCSO and
reports from District and County Councillors; see below
for items from these.
In addition to the matters mentioned in his written
report, Mr Lilly stated that Chilton sliproads should be
completed in the autumn; Milton Interchange works by
April; and issues at Back Hill Lane tunnel were still
being resolved. The Harwell Link Road is still delayed,
and Network Rail has confirmed that electrification
works affecting Steventon bridge are delayed.
The Examination in Public of the District’s Local Plan
was due to start soon, at which the PC Chairman, David
Marsh would be representing the Parish Council. It was
agreed that “Harwell PC is opposed in principle to any
plans for large scale housing developments in the
AONB, and specifically it remains opposed to the Vale
proposals for 850 houses on the Harwell Campus East
site. The PC has noted the proposals tabled by the
Campus Partnership (EiP Stage 1, Matter 3
representations) and welcomes these as a better option
than the Campus East site, but is still concerned about
the intrusion into the AONB and the apparent high
density of the proposed housing. A smaller target for
housing numbers on this site is preferable, especially
because it appears that Valley Park can accommodate
many more houses than the Local Plan site proposal.”
Didcot Garden Town - there was a brief discussion on
the implications to Harwell Parish on the proposals as
seen so far. It was pointed out that there were
inconsistencies and errors in the bid document, the lack
of consultation was deplored, and the Clerk was
requested to write to VWHDC and SODC asking why
no copy had been sent to the parish council, and
formally request that a copy is sent to the Parish.
Mrs Convery initiated a discussion on the monitoring of
planning conditions and process used by the PC.
She said that parish councillors should be able to
provide advice on planning applications to parishioners
where concerns are raised, eg about progress of an
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application. The Council agreed it would be a useful
service but doubted the ability to carry out such a
service, because of lack of knowledge of the planning
process, time restrictions of councillors and limitations
of having no powers to implement. Mrs Convery
agreed to put together a motion for further discussion.
For individual planning applications see page 2.
Budget for 2016-17: The Clerk reported that she had
heard from OCC about the possible Oxfordshire
Together duties, whereby the Parish Council can opt to
take on jobs formerly done by the County Council; the
changes are to come into place in April 2016, but
funding will only be available for a few of the duties,
such as grass cutting. The Council staff already perform
some of these duties and should continue to do so, but
would only be expected to take on extra duties after
discussions. It was anticipated that extra duties such as
bin emptying will need to be taken on in respect of
Great Western Park, possibly under contract.
The Clerk had prepared draft budget figures showing 3
options for the increase in the precept. Figures did not
show Section 106 funds anticipated to be received or
paid out, as these funds will be accounted for separately
from the budget. It was expected that income from
sources other than the precept would be about £13.9k.
The Council discussed all 3 options in detail.
Figures in the 8% rise option were preferred in order for
the Council to carry out its duties and allow for
probable increases in staff hours. Ms Greenfield
proposed an amendment to the motion so that the
precept for 2016-17 would be set at £67,962; this was
seconded by Mrs Boughton-Waite and approved.
Voting on the amended motion was 4 in favour, 1
against with 1 abstaining; it was therefore approved.
The online January minutes include full details of the
Council’s budget for the coming year
Harwell Village Hall Refurbishment: Mr Fox-Davies
reported that a progress meeting was due the following
week, but that work was slightly ahead of schedule on
the Council-contracted part of the work. Village Hall
Trustees continue to look at funding options for later
stages. The Council noted that the promised Section 106
funds from Blenheim Hill will be required by April in
order for the Council to continue paying for its
contracted work.
Harwell Recreational Facilities: Ms Greenfield
reported that she had amalgamated comments from all
organisations which have responded. The British
Legion Club has yet to respond, but it was noted that
the Club Committee will be having a meeting shortly
about disaffiliation from the British Legion, after which
a new Committee may be required.
Full minutes of Parish Council meetings are available
on the web, in draft form until approved at the
following meeting.. The next Parish Council meetings
will be on Tuesdays 9th February and 8th March. Items
for the agenda need to be with the Clerk, Mrs S. Taylor
one week before the meeting.
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Contact the Clerk by email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk,
by phone 01235 820 006, or by post to Clerk, Harwell
Parish Council, Enborn, Shop Lane, Leckhampstead,
RG20 8QQ. Core office hours, in the Pavilion, are 9am
to 4pm Mondays. To contact Councillors, see the
appropriate page at www.harwellparish.co.uk.
From County Councillor Stewart Lilly:
LOCAL GOVERNMENT SETTLEMENT
Oxfordshire County Council has now received details of
future grant funding from central Government. The
council had been preparing for up to £50m of savings
from 2016 to 2020 on top of the £292m it is already in
the process of making for the period from 2010 to 2018.
However, on the basis of figures provided by central
Government last month, OCC will have to make £20m
further savings on top of the £50m, bringing the total
saving to £70m over the next four years.
DEVOLUTION
OCC Leader Ian Hudspeth, District Leaders, LEP
representatives and health colleagues attended a
meeting with the Secretary of State in December to put
forward the case for Oxfordshire devolution. The
meeting was very positive, however Government has
not yet said what it will ask for or offer.
Contact: Stewart.Lilly @ Oxfordshire.gov.uk
From District Councillors:
1, Loder Road: Further action taken resulting in all
rubbish cleared from gardens. The Vale’s Environment
officer has contacted the property owner regarding the
future of the uninhabited dwelling.
Thatched Cottage, Reading Road: Mr Waite has
submitted a report to the Vale in the absence of any
work on the dwelling for many weeks.
Greater Didcot Garden Town: Very little further
news to report at this stage (see page 11) but the
following may be helpful:
There will be meetings with the town and local parish
councils in February/March to help to kick start
community engagement and progress the garden town
master planning. The reason for naming the bid Greater
Didcot was to provide reassurance that the project could
also bring benefits to local villages who wish to be
involved. Villages closest to Didcot should not lose
their identity, and should benefit from rather than suffer
from the town’s growth.
To contact District Councillors – email janet.shelley @
whitehorsedc.gov.uk, reg.waite @ whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Harwell Dental Practice
Curie Avenue, Harwell, OX11 0QQ.
01235-831889 www.harwelldental.co.uk
Fully independent local dental care
Easy free parking
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Planning Applications discussed by Parish Council:
P15/V1504/FUL Land North of Grove Road
Residential development to provide 213 dwellings with
associated highway works, open space and
infrastructure. The further amendment to this
application replaced some 3-bed houses with
maisonettes, and increasing the number of dwellings. It
also proposed a roundabout at the High St end of Grove
Road and parking restrictions in High St and Burr St.
The Parish Council objected that the application
imposes an urban density, design and layout onto a
traditional village, with no sympathy for its
surroundings and hence it does not conform to saved
policy H15 and contravenes saved policy DC1;
that the proposed traffic solutions are not acceptable;
that although improved, layout adjacent to existing
houses in the Croft is un-neighbourly;
and that the application is premature, being submitted
before the Vale Local Plan has been inspected, or
approved. Full report can be seen on the Parish Council
developments page.
The application was withdrawn from the agenda for the
Vale's Planning committee of 3rd February as
Oxfordshire County Council as highway authority had
raised an objection to the revised plans.
P15/V2997/FUL New house Wilcote High Street
The PC did not object to this application but asked that
neighbours' comments should be given careful
consideration, there didn't appear to be adequate
parking, and asked about Change of Use.
P15/V2964/FUL Major GWP Care Accommodation,
P15/V2962/FUL GWP Shops and apartments
The Council expressed concern at lack of parking for
staff/owners and residents of the flats above the shops,
also at lack of clear access for deliveries to the shops, or
indeed the flats above the shops.
P15/V2899/O & P15/V2880/O Development at Milton
Interchange Service Area. The Parish Council expressed
concern that there is not sufficient provision for parking
both for the hotel and several restaurants; as well as the
planned commercial premises.
New applications:
P16/V0172/FUL Nottingham Fee Downs Close Demolition of
detached dwelling and outbuilding and the erection of 3
detached houses together with access, garages, parking and
amenity space.
P16/V0214/HH Abbey Timbers Broadway 1 storey extension
P16/V0224/HH 2 Lockton Barns Ch. Lane 1 storey extension
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Harwell Primary School
A Happy New Year to you all
The New Year is a wonderful time of optimism and
reflection. Looking back over the last twelve months,
there is so much to be grateful for.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those
involved with helping the school move forward.
In particular, I would like to thank the Harwell Feast
Committee. Towards the end of the last year, they
generously gave a grant to the school to enable us to
fence off part of the playground. This has enabled us to
create an in-out learning space so that the children can
access it as part of their everyday learning. As you can
see from the pictures, the children have really enjoyed
their new space and the learning opportunities provided.

On the theme of learning spaces, in the last week we
had final confirmation from ‘Awards for All’ on our
grant application and they have agreed it. This
wonderful news will enable us to transform the wider
playground outside of the Foundation class. Very soon
there will be an exciting trim trail to give the children
the opportunity to further develop their agility, balance
and coordination.
I have included the sketch below of our plans which we
hope will become a reality within the next few months.

These developments are just one apart of the many
exciting plans we have for the school and I look
forward to sharing the others with you in the coming
editions.
Bryn Gibson
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Didcot Orchestra
Did you play an instrument when you were younger?
Do you wish you still had a chance to play it now?
Would you like to get out of the house for 2 hours on a
Monday evening? If so then the Didcot and Wallingford
orchestra is for you! The Didcot and Wallingford
Orchestra meets every Monday evening at 7.30 at the
Northbourne Centre, Didcot.
We are a small, friendly rehearsal orchestra and in the
last year have played a range of music, from Bach to
modern pieces. Being a rehearsal orchestra means that if
making a regular commitment is difficult for you then it
is not a problem to just attend when you can; it’s quite
informal. We would like more players of all instruments
to come and join us. Please contact
didcotandwallingfordorchestra@gmail.com or visit
http://www.didcotorchestra.org.uk/ for more
information.
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Harwell Scout Group
Scouting in Harwell continues to flourish with over
140 thrive with a membership of over 140 boys and
girls across the four sections. The youth members are
supported by a large team of volunteer Leaders and an
Executive committee. We are always seeking more
adult support, if you feel that you have skills or time
that you can contribute then please get in touch either
by calling Brian on 07736 691426 or e-mailing gsl @
harwellscouting.org.uk.
This term the sections will be working hard towards
gaining new badges and planning will be going on for
camps and events to take place in the summer.
Meetings usually take place in St Matthew’s Church
Hall, The Park. The age groups are:
Section
Beavers
Cub Scouts
Scouts
Explorers

Age
6-8
8-10½
10½-14½
14½-18

Meeting Day
Tuesday
Monday/Wed
Wednesday
Monday

If your child is interested in joining, please contact the
appropriate section leader. You can find the contact
details at http://harwellscouts.org.uk/contactus/.
For Beaver age children, it would be a good idea to get
in touch well in advance of their sixth birthday in order
to join the waiting list.
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The Winnaway
The Harwell site cycling group, Harbug, has apparently
been told that the Winnaway is now open for use (it’s
not known if the Parish Council has heard). However
there will still be a works crew there for a couple of
weeks, completing the verge and other minor works.

As you may be aware, the works were originally
delayed whilst the County Council tried to get an
agreement with the landowners to convert the legal
status to a bridleway. Apart from the where the path
runs past the three houses at the top, all other
landowners were OK about changing the path to a
bridleway. So currently the Winnaway remains a
footpath, and the improvements planned for the village
end at the A417 have been denied to the Parish.
The section alongside the A4185 is officially designated
as a shared use path. It is worth noting that the upgrade
project was funded specifically to improve cycle access
to the Harwell Campus.
Martin Ricketts
NEW OXFORDSHIRE LIBRARIES APP
Oxfordshire Libraries can now be accessed from smart
phone or tablet. People can manage their account,
search the catalogue and renew and reserve books.
Search for 'Oxfordshire Libraries' at the App Store or
Google Play.

R H Fencing & Gates
All types supplied and erected
trees lopped & felled, stumps removed
hedges trimmed, gardens cleared
walls – paths – drives
sand, ballast, shingle supplied
for free estimate tel 835397
Ray Hinchliffe – Polkerris, High St. Harwell

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob:07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other sevices include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out
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Harwell Village Club (RBL)
The village club has been going through a very busy
period what with Christmas and New Year activities in
the building and planning for the membership to vote on
disaffiliation from the Royal British Legion Licence
currently operating at the club. The organisation of this
vote has been ongoing since the club AGM in 2015,
when the members requested that the committee look
into the feasibility of disaffiliation. Following several
meetings with club members, the Branch, officials of
the RBL plus various members of the Parish Council
and the local Licensing Authority during the year, the
process was launched in early November. The result
was announced to a well attended AGM on Friday 29 th
January 2016.
CLUB AGM
The Minutes were accepted and with no matters arising
the meeting moved to the club’s financial position.
Following a very positive financial report by Nick
Clarke in which he highlighted the improvement in the
club’s position from January 2013 he was able to report
that there were no longer any outstanding debts to be
paid other than normal operating costs. He was thanked
by the Club Management Chair, John Fisher, who
introduced Sarah Jane Haughton, the newly appointed
Treasurer to the members and then went on to present
Mr Ron Haley (the outgoing Treasurer) with an
engraved Silver Platter, as a token of thanks for his
years of service to the club.
Mr Ian Clarke the Club Secretary made his report in
which he thanked everyone for their support during his
three years in office which had proved to be quite
challenging but ultimately rewarding in getting the club
to its current position. He was pleased to report that Mr
Graham Davies had just been newly appointed as Club
Secretary and he introduced him to those present.

February 2016
In order to disaffiliate there was a requirement for 75%
(148) to vote yes.
John Fisher then thanked the membership for their
support in returning the voting slips and commented
that the RBL Advisor had stated that in her wide
experience she had never witnessed a better percentage
return and congratulated the committee on its
professionalism in the organisation and running of the
campaign. He went on to state that there was a lot of
work to be done in the next few months to prepare the
club and the community for what lay ahead. He also
stated that as long as the building was in place on the
Recreation ground it was expected that the Royal
British Legion Branch would continue to operate from
the premises. In this interim period the club would
continue to operate as it had done until this present
moment and he hoped that people would continue to
support its efforts.
The new committee was then appointed and a vote was
not needed as the right number of committee candidates
were proposed and are now in post for the coming year.
Mr Nick Clarke, Mrs Jane Moreton, Mr Ryan Clode,
Mr Andrew Jones, Mr Doug Bosley, Mr Kevin Lewis
and Mr Peter Phillips will form the new committee and
may co-opt further members to this group should they
see fit or necessary during their term of office. The
meeting was concluded at 21:00 hrs.
Dates for your diary: Saturday 13th February
Valentines Dance to The Saga Louts Tickets £5 from
the club. Please continue to follow the club’s
entertainment calendar on line.
Rugby 6 Nations – all games shown live on Big Screen
– choice of cask ales and good quality beer at very
reasonable prices.

He was followed by the Club Management Chair, John
Fisher, who thanked everybody (and there were many)
who had given of their time voluntarily to help the club
through the difficulties that existed following the AGM
in 2013. He presented Mrs Wendy Clarke with flowers
as a token of appreciation for all the time and effort her
husband and she had given in assisting the club. He also
presented Mrs Yvonne Hinchliffe with flowers in
recognition of her huge voluntary contribution of time
and effort to help the club survive this testing period.
He finished by saying that he felt optimistic as to the
clubs future. The Club President Mr John Vaughan
thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and also to
those who had supported club functions.
The result of the members vote on disaffiliation was
then displayed. The Independent count had been carried
out by Mr Tony Hughes (Harwell PCC) and verified by
Ms Pauline Swann (RBL Area Club Advisor) on
26/01/2016. There were 198 members were eligible to
vote, but 24 did not return their vote (counts as
no/disagree). Actual votes were:
5 members no/disagree, 1 spoilt paper (invalid)
168 yes/agree. Therefore – yes to disaffiliation (85% of
eligible members)







REMLOC PLUMBING & HEATING
Trading Standards Approved
Gas Safe & CIPHE registered
Boiler Servicing
Central Heating Installations
General Plumbing
Free Estimates, No job too small
Emergency call-outs

Contact: 01235 536345 / 07709 961 655
www.remlocplumbing.co.uk
email: info@remloc.co.uk
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Harwell Village Hall
Redevelopment Project
Latest news:
THE STEEL FRAME IS UP!
Work is continuing on the build site, the steel frame for
our New Hall is now up and the concrete base has been
laid:

The Trustees have been working hard on planning the
new kitchen to ensure plumbing and electrical
requirements are met and that suitable cabling is laid for
sound, lighting and projection equipment. Many thanks
go in particular to Kath Luker for her tireless efforts to
plan and spec out the kitchen and ensure it meets the
health and safety standards.
Our current 100 Club ends in March and we are now
selling numbers for our new 100 Club – don’t miss out!
See the notice under “Diary Dates” for details how to
play and buy your favourite number at the Jersey Boys
Film Event on 5th February (or contact Clare Wagner,
details below).
Fundraising
To give you an idea of the huge effort put in by our
grants team, here are some figures: they have reviewed
70+ trusts and funding bodies, applied for 35 suitable
grants and identified a further 22, so far they have had
8 grants successfully awarded totalling a fabulous
£130,610 in promised funds. What an amazing effort!
Our new fundraising total, from events, donations
(received and promised), gift aid, grants, and S106
money (including refunded VAT) is:
£1,041,500
The latest increase comes from gift aid reclaimed from
recent donations. We have yet to find a further
£287,000 to reach our target so we still need your help!
If you would prefer to make a PLEDGE rather than a
donation (i.e. we only call in the pledge if we cannot
raise the money in time through grants, etc.) please
contact Keith Beswick or Clare Wagner for more
information. Be part of it!

Diary Dates 2016...
NEW
DATE!!!
Fri 5th
February
2016

Film Event:
Jersey Boys
The musical story
of Frankie Valli
and the Four
Seasons
£5 per person, £12
including Fish &
Chips.

Harwell Village Hall
Doors and bar open
6.45pm; film showing at
7.30pm.
Tickets available from
Bob’s Butchers or
Barbara Jackson on
835968

Sat 9th
Godspell
April 2016

St Matthew's Church,
Harwell.
See separate ad

Sat 16th
Safari Supper –
April 2016 come and join in
the fun again this
year!

Contact Debbie by email,
debbie.greenfield@stfc.a
c.uk or phone, 01235
820760, to make sure
you are included on her
mailing list for this great
event.

Please check the Village Hall website
(harwellvillagehall.co.uk) and the Fundraising and
Community facebook pages for more information on these
and future events and on how you can support our project.
Contact:
 Keith Beswick to arrange for items in the village hall to
be removed, letters of support, business contacts, etc.
on 01235 835338 or keith@kbeswick.co.uk
 Clare Wagner for donations, SO mandate, etc. on
01235 835425 or clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk
Be part of it!
WIN WITH OUR NEW 100 CLUB!
The Village Hall Fundraising Committee is opening a
new 100 Club for 2016 and we are inviting you to join!
How to play: pick your favourite number(s) between 1
and 100. It’s first-come, first-serve but you can choose
as many numbers as you like. Price: £10 per number.
As soon as all 100 numbers are sold, there will be 10
monthly draws with money prizes every time:
1st prize: £25; 2nd prize: £15; 3rd prize: £5.
It is relatively good odds on winning something over
the 10 draws and a great way to support our Project!
To join in, please contact Clare Wagner by email on
clare.wagner@jabrin.co.uk

The Mobile Library will be in the Village Hall
car park between 10.45 and 11.15am and then at
Harwell Campus Kids Unlimited, from 11.25 to
11.45 on the following Tuesdays:

Feb 9, 23, March 8, 22.
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HARWELL WI

Happy New Year! I am going to stop saying that now
as January is nearly over again (as I write).
Our Christmas meeting and party in December was a
great success with the Committee providing canapés
and quiches, cheese and biscuits, mince pies and mulled
non-alcoholic ‘wine’. This was followed by several
quizzes with festive subjects.
In January our speaker was unable to attend so members
of the Committee arranged an impromptu Origami
Master class using paper napkins. This was very
instructive and we learned 3 different shapes to make
from napkins, ideal for the next Gourmet Supper
evening! This was great fun and it was surprising how
many different versions there were of the same thing.
There is big excitement for our February meeting as on
Wednesday 10th February, our local ‘Bake Off’
contestant, Christine Wallace, will be giving a talk with
slides about her experience on this very popular
programme.
March 9th is the Club’s Annual Meeting to select the
new Officers for the coming year. This will be
followed by a demonstration of aromatherapy hand
massage by the White Cottage Spa at the De Vere
Hotel, Milton. The programme for the year from April
is nearly complete and will be available at this meeting.
Not only WI Members but also all-comers meet
regularly at The Hart of Harwell at 10.30am on a
Wednesday morning for coffee and pastries. The
numbers are increasing weekly. Call in and say ‘Hello’.
The ‘Knitters’, are still meeting, now every Monday at
7.30pm in The Hart. Come and chat and knit some
twiddlemuffs. These are extremely easy for learners
and fun for experienced ‘knitters’,
There are theatre trips, boat trips and walks, as and
when available, which are notified at our regular
monthly meetings. There are also many other outings
organised by Oxfordshire Federation of WIs and these
are advertised in our monthly newsletter, News &
Views. Most outings can be attended by the Members
and friends and booked via Linda, our Club Treasurer.
The WI still has much to offer. Why not find out at first
hand about our many interesting speakers, visits and
outings. Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on
the second Wednesday of the month excluding August
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. For more information
about joining us or about any of the above activities,
contact our Secretary, Dee Holes, on 01235 835649 or
email: wi@harwellwi.org
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Vale Community Awards

At a ceremony in Wantage, three active members of the
community were presented with awards, The citations
commend them as follows:
Dr. Keith Beswick, Harwell Village Hall
As chair of the Village Hall Trustees, Keith has worked
tirelessly for more than 5 years to rescue a building,
partly condemned, and lay plans for a new and
refurbished hall fit for the next generations. After
extensive user consultation, plans for a new hall were
commissioned. Local community fund raising has
contributed £250K and grants and other funds meant
that contracts for the work were signed in September,
and the new hall should be ready in 2016.
John Fisher, Royal British Legion (Harwell) Club
John has been Chairman of the Royal British Legion
(Harwell) Club for three years, taking over when the
club was severely in debt and in danger of closing.
Under his lead the club has fought its way out of debt
and is now trading profitably. All the while he has
involved the members in the changes that were
required, and has been looking to the future, laying
plans for a new structure opening the club to the village
community. Without John’s extensive efforts the club
would have folded.
Debbie Greenfield, Safari Supper Organiser
For several years now Debbie has organised a Village
Safari Supper, where guests travel from one starter
house to another main course house, before meeting in
the Village Hall. This event has grown in popularity
such that this year had 153 attendees and 38 host
locations! Not only do people meet others in the village
that they have probably never met, and there is a great
community spirit when everyone meets in the hall, but
also the event raises lots of money; this year just over
£3,000, as a contribution to the Village Hall renovation
project.

Property Maintenance Services
Guttering / Plastic Roofline / Roofing / Moss
Removal / Painting / Patios / Paths / Drives /
Turfing / Hedge Cutting / Gardening / Fencing /
Carpentry / Repointing & much more
For a Free Estimate contact Michael on
01235 835 582 / mobile 07831 550 433
www.mjtalbot.co.uk
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Friends Reunited!
Local Duo ‘Paddy and Taff’, who live in the village
and have sung at many a Harwell Feast, have
reunited with friends to help support Prostate
Cancer UK. They have not entertained for many
years now but were persuaded to make a live CD
to support the charity after Paddy was diagnosed
and treated for prostate cancer in 2015.

An Exhibition of the excavations is now on at
The Vale and Downland Museum, Wantage
19 January – 15 March 2016

They have been joined in their efforts by Roger
Hutt who made the live recordings in his studio in
Abingdon, which also features Gill Salmon, Sue
and John West and Ray Powditch. It has a mixture
of songs with strong Irish, Welsh and English
flavours and hopefully has something for
everybody.
Bob’s the Butchers in the High Street, have kindly
agreed to sell the CDs at their shop to support this
venture and we hope that villagers may support
this cause by buying one. They cost £5 and all the
money raised will go to Prostate Cancer UK to
help them in research and support.

Bounce Fit!
Bounce your way back into Shape!
Taster sessions at Harwell Village Hall
£5 per class 5:45pm – 6:45pm
Wednesdays 24 February, 2 March
Booking is necessary- Please contact Emma
Freeman 07801 203550
Emma.Freeman @ southandvale.gov.uk
www.oxfordshiresport.org/active-women

ZUMBA!
Party yourself into Shape
St Matthews Church Hall, Thursday 7pm
Also Steventon V. Hall Monday 7.30pm
Absolute Beginners Welcome
No need to book, £5 admission
ZUMBA with Jayne ZIN Instructor
Tel: 07901 860 899
Editorial Notes: Other than where stated and in reports of
Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not
those of the Parish Council. Items for the April issue
should be sent by March 19th. - Martin Ricketts, ed.
email news@ harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is by Mrs Pat Staples, Talbot’s Way, Grove
Road. Advertising queries to the Clerk - see page 2.
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Half term events
BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education
Centre

Nature’s New Year Party
Tues 16th, Weds 17th and Thurs 18th February,
10am – 3pm

Spring is just around the corner and the
animals are getting ready - can you help?
Have lots of fun with indoor and outdoor activities.
Please wear outdoor clothing and dress for the weather
- wellies recommended.
No need to book, just drop in. £4 donation per child

Earth Trust Events
Bird Bonanza!
Sunday 7th February,
10am-2pm

Drop in and get to know our feathered friends! Make a
bird feeder, try some ‘twitching’ and even build your
own nest! £4 suggested donation per child,
accompanying adult(s) free. No need to book.
Mud Pie Monday! 15th Feb, 10am-11.30am
Join us for our first Mud Pie Monday – buckets of mud
and buckets of fun! Wellies and waterproofs advisable.
Free taster session; no need to book.
Build a Bird Box
Monday 15th February, 2pm-4pm

We’re at the east end of Milton Park OX14 4TE
Contact: Ceri 01235 862024 sceec @ bbowt.org.uk

Take home your own handmade bird box and help
encourage more wildlife into your garden. Tools and
materials provided. £10 per box; booking essential (1hr
slots): 01865 407792 or admin@earthtrust.org.uk.
Woodland Adventure
Wednesday 17th February, 10am-12noon
An expedition for 5-8 year olds. Use your detective
skills to discover the Earth Trust’s woodland, where
we’ll explore, build and play. £4 suggested donation per
child, accompanying adult(s) free. No need to book.
Wildlife Wednesday
Wednesday 17th February, 2pm-4pm
Our roving Wildlife Wednesdays will visit a different
Earth Trust community nature reserve during each
school holiday. This half term, come and join us at
Mowbray Fields in Didcot (OX11 8SS) to learn about
local wildlife and have lots of outdoor fun! £2
suggested donation per child, accompanying adult(s)
free; no need to book.
Discover and Play
Friday 19th February, 10am-12noon

Our Hall is available for private bookings such as
Birthday Parties or regular Weekly Activities –
Book Groups, Yoga, Dancing etc.
Cost of Hire - ₤8 per hour
Contact Anne Gill 01235 833575 or
Roz Shipp 01235 863342

Forest School for the under-5s. Join the Earth Trust for
a morning of play and discovery in our woodlands.
Forest School offers hands on learning experiences in a
natural environment. £4 suggested donation per child,
accompanying adult(s) free. No need to book.
More information about all our events can be found on
our website www.earthtrust.org.uk. All events take
place at the Earth Trust, Little Wittenham, OX14 4QZ
unless otherwise stated.

Caledonian Home Cleaning
Based in Harwell
Weekly or fortnightly
schedules to suit you
Minimum just 2 hours
Materials provided
Rate: £14.00 per hour

Please phone Lesley: 07580 553757
caledonianhomecleaning@gmail.com
www.caledonianhomecleaning.co.uk
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Harwell Gardeners' Club
At the March meeting, on Monday 7th we will be
having a talk on Growing Vegetables, just in time for
the start of the season, by Mike Hougham. The
competition will be Seasonal veg.
Then on April 4th Carol Tait will tell us about Coton
Manor Garden. The competition is Flowering bulb
arrangement.
Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Harwell Village Hall.
Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing to join
the Harwell Gardeners' Club.

February 2016

Charity Band Night
Back by popular demand!
Local band ‘Frogstar’ will be performing
Classic and Modern Rock covers

and is seeking

On Saturday 23rd April
at Harwell Primary School
7.30 - Midnight £10 per ticket
Licensed bar & food available on the night
For tickets contact Lucy Ryan
on 07739563689
or lucy-ryan @ outlook.com
Book early as limited availability

volunteers to open their gardens.

Funds raised on the night go to The Pelvic Partnership
www.pelvicpartnership.org.uk

Harwell Open Gardens, 2 - 5pm,
Sunday 26 June
The Gardeners’ Club is arranging open gardens in June

Proceeds will be shared between the Gardeners’ Club
and the Village Hall Redevelopment Project.
If you are willing to open your garden, please contact
Dave Drummond on 01235 821615 or Dave.Drummond
@ hotmail.co.uk. Thank-you!
For the garden of your dreams –
consult a professional

MARY ANN LE MAY
GARDEN DESIGNS
Blissetts West Hagbourne Oxfordshire OX11 0ND
Tel: 01235 850523 Fax: 01235 851153

? PARTY TIME
The Queen has asked for the
nation to celebrate her birthday
with her in June. If you have any
wonderful ideas and or are able
to help organise the occasion, please can you let
the Clerk know as soon as possible.
Temporary Road Closure – Kings Lane 24 February
This is for 1 day 9:30 - 15:30 for BT works to be carried
out. Access will be maintained for emergency service
vehicles and those residents within the closure area,
subject to the progress of the works.
Baby Signing and Fun with Phonics classes
These continue on Thursdays at St Matthews Church
Hall, £5 per week for first child, £2 per extra child per
week. Each class runs for an hour, with signs and songs
to start with, followed by a snack and playtime, and
story/activity to end with. Phonics 9.30, Signing 10.40.

*Garden Makeovers *Driveways *Patios *Groundwork
*Fencing *Garden Clearance

To book your place today, contact Vicky on 07734
296721 or rhymeswithsigns @ gmail.com

Tel: 01235 810242 / 07966 411378

Visit us at: http://www.rhymeswithsigns.co.uk or
http://www.facebook.com/rhymeswithsigns

E-mail ben@all-year-round-landscaping.co.uk

Find us at: 80-82 Broadway,
Didcot, OX11 8AE
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Introducing Didcot Garden Town - Reg Waite

BUILDING & JOINERY
∙ Extensions and building services ∙
∙ Windows and doors ∙
∙ Handmade painted kitchens ∙
∙ Fitted bookcases and cupboards ∙
Tel/Fax: 01235 835553
www.fox-wood.co.uk
E-mail: info@fox-wood.co.uk

The Housing and Planning Minister, Brandon Lewis MP announced on
Monday, 7th December, that Didcot is to become a Garden Town, which
will help with the delivery of 15,000 houses and 20,000 high-tech jobs.
This news comes just days after the Chancellor announced that the Vale
of White Horse and South Oxfordshire are getting a second enterprise
zone, which in itself will help the area attract significant government
spending. It will also mean the district councils can retain business rates,
all of which will lead to £120 million of funding towards roads and
infrastructure around Didcot.
The announcements pave the way for funding for major infrastructure
improvements like a northern perimeter road for Didcot, the Bridge over
the railway line into Milton Park, and improvements to existing areas of
Didcot.
The Garden Town will bring forward new mixed neighbourhoods of
between 200 and 3,000 homes, which will have a strong focus on
sustainability and green space and be linked through a series of green
connections. The vision for the Garden Town is to create a place
renowned for world class innovation, enterprise and vibrant communities,
in harmony with an exceptional environment.
Housing growth and employment growth in the garden town will be
intimately linked with 20,000 new high-tech jobs created over the next 15
years on the Harwell, Milton Park and Didcot Growth Accelerator
Enterprise Zones and other smaller sites.
Significant investment in public transport infrastructure, for example four
tracking of the railway line between Didcot and Oxford will enable more
sustainable travel both across and to and from the garden town.
Didcot is amongst the first towns in the country to receive Garden Town
status – others include Ebbsfleet and Bicester, which received the title of
Garden Towns last year.
South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse District Councils worked
in partnership with Oxfordshire County Council and the Oxfordshire
Local Enterprise Partnership to put together a bid for Garden Town
status.
Cllr John Cotton, leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said:
“Didcot is our main growth area in South Oxfordshire and we want to
ensure that we do everything possible to support the quality of life for the
people who will live there. By successfully applying for Garden Town
status, we’re helping to support the new families moving to Didcot, but
we’re also making sure the people already there continue to benefit from
investment in the town.”
Cllr Matthew Barber, leader of Vale of White Horse District Council,
said: “People right across our district will benefit from Didcot becoming
a Garden Town. This will encourage jobs, better transport links,
improved facilities and infrastructure for everyone.”
Nigel Tipple, CEO of the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership, said
“The Garden Town is exactly the sort of initiative the LEP is looking for
– only by properly resourcing housing and infrastructure, can we
continue to attract the high end, knowledge economy jobs that
Oxfordshire is famed for.”
Motion proposed and seconded for the Vale’s full Council Meeting on
Wednesday, 16th December by Cllr Gervase Duffield and Cllr Reg
Waite:
Bearing in mind the substantial development of houses in neighbouring
villages to the south east of the Vale and the recent announcements, Cllrs
Gervase Duffield (District Councillor for Sutton Courtenay Ward) and
Reg Waite (Blewbury & Harwell Ward) are highlighting their ongoing
concerns by raising the following motion at this month’s full Council
Meeting:
“This Council welcomes the recent announcements of the second Vale
Enterprise Zone and the Garden Town initiative and calls on all parts of
the Council to have regard to protecting and respecting as far as possible
the rural character of the villages affected and to work to avoid an
urbanised ‘greater Didcot’ ”.
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Ed Vaizey Parish News January 2016
May I wish all of my constituents a very happy new year. I hope 2016 will be
a great year for you. There are, of course, many exciting events and
milestones, not least the Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations in June and the
Rio Olympics.
The New Year is also a time when we get to celebrate those that have served
our communities, industries and country. This year’s New Year honours list
included constituents such as Judith Hackitt, chair of the Health and Safety
Executive, who has been made a Dame, and Grace Jackson who was awarded
an OBE, for services to the Ebola Crisis Response in West Africa. Many
congratulations to all the recipients. By the way, anyone can nominate
someone for an honour. If you think there is someone who deserves one you
can nominate them at https://www.gov.uk/honours
It’s never too late to make a new year resolution. A new local physical
activities program, which may be of interest to you, has been set up. Go
Active Gold will offer support for people in rural areas, age 60 and over, to
live more active lifestyles. Run by Vale of White Horse and South
Oxfordshire District Councils, funded by Sport England, you can have a go at
many different activities including; Table Tennis, Golf, Bowls, Yoga, Pilates,
Tai Chi, Nordic Walking and Dancing. Contact the team on 01235 540367 or
go to www.southoxon.gov.uk/gold or www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/gold, to find
out more.
My mailbag this month has been dominated by global issues such as religious
freedom, the eradication of Polio, and opposition to the use of the death
penalty. On the latter, the UK uses targeted diplomacy to persuade other
governments to abolish the death penalty. In 2014 there were still 22
countries that executed people, while 140 countries were abolitionist in law or
practice. I welcome the further efforts of the Government to see the long term
trend towards abolition continue throughout this Parliament.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing issues that you would
like help with. Either myself or one of my team will get back to you as soon
as possible and do what we can to assist. You can contact me on any matter at
the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 020 7219 6350 or
dicksonce@parliament.uk. Email is the quickest and most reliable way to get
in touch, as I keep a very close eye on my emails and can reply very quickly.
I also send out occasional general interest emails about developments in the
Wantage and Didcot Constituency. If you would like to be added to the
distribution list, please do email my office at badyaljb@parliament.uk or sign
up at www.vaizey.com.
Ed Vaizey MP

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk

Artist and Framer with 25 years
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell .
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
Please ring mobile number, allow to ring
twice, and I will call you back ASAP
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992

