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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Edited highlights of the Parish Council meetings held
on October 10th and November 14th, 2017

was discussed at the Lands Committee. All the Councillors are
going to meet the staff to discuss the exit arrangements for the
tractor and the gang-mowers.

Council membership: during this period Gareth Buxton and
Sarah Gaspar both resigned, and Philip Roberts volunteered.
The Council thanked Mr Buxton and Mrs Gaspar for their work,
and welcomed Mr Roberts. At the time of writing, there are three
casual vacancies.

The Armistice Day events were discussed. Debbie Turner signed
the parade Risk Assessment and the Parish Council agreed a
donation of £25 to the British Legion for a wreath, which was laid
by Mrs Turner in her capacity as Chair of the Parish Council.
It was also agreed that the Chairman and Clerk may sign the
Deed of Rectification to the Lease between the Council and the
Harwellian Club. Debbie Greenfield offered to act as Parish
Council liaison with the Harwellian Club and Dee BoughtonWaite agreed to liaise with the Scouts and the Bowls Club.

The Councillors heard an address from two representatives from
West Waddy Architects/Developers who described their
proposals for 16 new homes on the Reading Road site (on the
A417 leaving the village towards Blewbury on the right-hand
side) including 6 affordable homes. The Councillors had some
queries which the West Waddies went away to consider.

The Lands Committee put forward the following ideas for the
Council to consider: woodland planting with a walking trail; a
climbing wall; a half-pipe or similar; benches around the parish;
more fitness equipment, if possible electronic; 5k and 10k
walking routes, if possible with fitness equipment; permanent
goals on the recreation ground; a croquet lawn; a veranda on the
pavilion; a crazy golf course; and a barbecue area. Other
suggestions and requests received included: more noticeboards,
action on overgrown hedges, width restrictions to slow traffic at
Blenheim Hill from Didcot direction; a basketball hoop and new
concrete surface at the recreation ground.

Mike Fox-Davies reported back on the issue of Footpath 7.
Ideally the Council would like the footpath to run all the way up to
the top of Grove Road. At present it goes across the farmland
and stops abruptly at the parish boundary with Milton.
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) is not keen to divert this
footpath unless there is a pavement along the road, as there has
never been a public right of way next to King’s Piece. Debbie
Greenfield and Carol Fisher are going to attend a site meeting
with an OCC officer to find out more.
PCSO Deane came to the November meeting and reported his
progress in dealing with the abandoned cars on Church Lane
and at the recreation ground.

The Council discussed some of these suggestions and was
happy to seek S106 funding for noticeboards at Tyrells Close
and Rowstock bus shelters and the village hall, and for a
basketball hoop (quotes to be obtained). It also approved
obtaining quotations for bark instead of wetpour under the
swings. If funding is received, it approved four items of gym
equipment with matting underneath (cost £8337), a climbing wall
(cost £3209), a half-pipe (£12,000).

The Council remains concerned about parking issues around
Orchard House. Cath Convery volunteered at the September
meeting to discuss the issues with a manager from Orchard
House.
The Council approved the Licence of Use of the pavilion so that
Harwell Scouts could use the pavilion for storage and indeed as
a full youth facility. This document was signed by Debbie Turner
and Brian Zimmerman (on behalf of Scouts). HHYFC (Harwell
and Hendred Youth Football Club) has liaised with the Scouts to
store equipment in the pavilion as well, and they will continue to
organise an annual football tournament on the recreation ground.
The Parish Council agreed to apply for funds and grants to
develop the pavilion as a youth facility to be run by the Harwell
Scout Group (HSG). The Parish Council will sign the applications
and receive the funding until the HSG is able to apply for and
receive funding on its own behalf. The applications will be made
and managed by the HSG.

The Clerk was also asked to make enquiries about costs and
feasibility for the other ideas, and obtain quotations for gates for
the recreation ground car park.
OCC has said it is looking at options for a roundabout at
Wantage Road/Reading Road junction and the Council agreed to
suggest that the following traffic calming options for the village
should be put to Oxfordshire County Council: more pedestrian
crossings on the High Street and Wantage Road; on-street
planting to encourage a more rural appearance; removal of white
lines from road surfaces; vehicle-activated signs which show
speed and road narrowing at Blenheim Hill.
The Councillors considered their financial outgoings and
approved a donation of £100 to WIAC (Wantage Independent
Advice Centre) and a letter of support to assist its grant claim to
VWHDC.

The Council had hoped for some S106 funding for the changing
rooms, but this may not be forthcoming as it is up to the
developer. It appears the Council can apply for funding for the
tractor storage shed, so a committee was going to be set up to
consider options and in October Debbie Turner and Kath Luker
agreed to meet the staff to discuss their ideas. Debbie Turner
met the staff to discuss the tractor shed and a report about this

They also approved a payment of £250 to their insurers for the
excess to process their claim regarding vehicle damage to a car
hitting one of the grass cutting signs.
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P17/V2673/HH – single storey extension 2 Brookside
(neighbours’ comments to be taken into consideration)

Planning Matters:
The main planning matter under consideration was the Vale of
White Horse’s Local Plan Part 2, which can be viewed on the
VWHDC website. The CPRE (Campaign for the Protection of
Rural England) has drawn up a list of concerns, which the
Council discussed. They decided on the following response:
funding for infrastructure improvements including at Rowstock
and the A417/Wantage Road junction needs to be secured in
advance of any development. The Council supports the
objections of East Hendred Parish Council and shares concerns
raised by CPRE, those relating to the SHMA (Strategic Housing
Market Assessment) and unsaved policies from former local
plans. An information event was held by VWHDC in the village
hall on November 15th.

P17/V2687/A – illuminated signage at Unit B7, District Centre,
GWP (awareness of clutter if too many signs in small area)
Objection:
P17/V2466/FUL – new dwelling rear of Englefield Cottage,
Broadway
Potentially overbearing and concern over inappropriate scale of
dwelling for its context; potentially overlooks neighbours
Approved
P17/V2858/HH – extension at Willow, Barrow Lane –
neighbours’ comments

The Council approved the idea that Harwell Parish Council
should be actively involved in Didcot Garden Town events. They
did not appoint a specific Councillor to attend and report back,
but they agreed to attend as necessary.

P17/V2946/FUL – new house at 1 Loder Road – neighbours’
comments
P17/V2945/A – signage at Rowstock Garage, Abingdon Road –
neighbours’ comments

Regarding the Local Development Order proposals at Appleford,
the Council expressed concerns regarding the impact of many
developments in the local area on infrastructure and the resultant
increase in traffic volume.

P17/V2819/FUL – temporary car park at rear of Building R97,
Fermi Avenue – no objections
P17/V2714/A – signage at Unit 8 Greenwood Way – no
objections but ensure business owner is aware site is in Harwell
not Didcot

An application for land south east of Meadow View was also
considered. The Council approved a response and some Section
106 requests. (Please remember that the Council has no choice
but to submit Section 106 requests at the time of this kind of
application, even if it objects to the application. If it did not make
the request at this point, and the application were granted, then
the local area would receive nothing.)

P17/V2720/FUL – a/c unit at Unit 6 Greenwood Way - no
objections but ensure business owner is aware site is in Harwell
not Didcot
P17/V2903/A – signage at 164 Greenwood Way - no objections
but ensure business owner is aware site is in Harwell not Didcot

No comments on following applications;
P17/V0762/RM – Amendment, GWP Nursery site (refuse
tracking, landscaping)
P17/V2247/FUL – lockers at Asda store, GWP
P17/V2400/FUL – Change in housing mix GWP
P17/V2453/RM – Car parking at land south of Thomson Avenue
P17/V2464/RM – offices at Becquerel Avenue
P17/V2562/DIS – landscaping at parcel DN01ABC, GWP
No objections to following applications;
P17/V2704/FUL – external air con units at 138 Greenwood Way
P17/V2705/A – sign at 138 Greenwood Way
P17/V2721/FUL – Amendment at Beech House, High Street
(dormer)
No objections but comments on following applications;
P17/V2643/HH & P17/2644/LB – replace conservatory with
single storey extension at 3 Locktons Barns (neighbours’
comments to be taken into consideration)
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Ed Vaizey Parish News
“Last month the Herald published a small and innocuous article,
with the heading “Response due on Wantage-Didcot name
change plan”. I would like to reassure you all that such a change
has never been considered. Didcot and Wantage are two entirely
wonderful, but separate, towns with their own distinct identities including names - and this will most certainly continue
indefinitely. What is being proposed, as the rest of the article
makes clear, is changing the name of the Parliamentary
constituency from ‘Wantage’ to ‘Didcot and Wantage’ as part of a
UK-wide boundary review by the Boundary Commission for
England. This review is examining the boundaries of existing
constituencies and will make recommendations for any changes
that might be needed to make sure constituencies comply with
legal requirements.

due to concerns over legionella in the old pipe system. This
decision is subject to a consultation by Oxfordshire CCG - a
consultation which was previously promised in October 2016.
Phase one of the consultation did not take place until January
2017, three months after the full consultation was promised. As
Wantage is a community hospital it is not covered by this phase.
Phase 2 of the consultation has yet to take place, and no date
has been announced for when it will begin. This leaves the
hospital effectively closed with no end in sight.
After an online petition was signed by almost 4,000 people it was
agreed to keep the hospital’s physiotherapy and maternity
services open. However, Oxfordshire CCG re-tendered the
hospital’s physiotherapy services and the contract passed to
HealthShare. The company has since had to close all
physiotherapy services provided in Wantage, leaving the hospital
with just limited maternity care. Whilst we all recognise the
pressures on local health authorities, the entire consultation
process by Oxfordshire CCG has been completely unacceptable.
We must have an open and transparent conversation about the
services needed in our towns and communities and this should
include full public and stakeholder engagement at every stage.

I have been receiving a lot of correspondence recently on the EU
Withdrawal Bill, otherwise known as the Great Repeal Bill. While
I support the Bill at second reading, it is on the basis that it is
improved upon in the committee stage. There has been much
discussion around the so-called ‘Henry VIII’ powers that will give
ministers the power to change or update EU laws without putting
changes before Parliament. On a practical level this measure is
sensible, as putting every change before Parliament would be an
impossible task due to the volume of legislation. However, I feel
that the proposed powers go beyond what is reasonable for the
Government to achieve its stated aims. To this end I have put my
name to three amendments, all designed to ensure that the
powers given to ministers are proportionate and strictly focused
on achieving the policy objective.

Also in October, the Communities Secretary Sajid Javid
announced £2.5 million allocation funding for 9 garden towns
across England. After a successful bid, I am delighted an
additional £295,000 of capacity funding has been allocated to
support the delivery of Didcot Garden Town in 2017/18.This
additional funding is specifically for ongoing work on placemaking, community engagement and the development of an arts
and culture strategy. The Government recognises the important
contribution the project will have on its central ambition of
delivering more homes and I am pleased by the support for
Didcot’s ambitious, community-led plans for growth.

Last month it was a pleasure to meet the team at Immunocore,
based in Milton Park. Immunocore is one of the UK’s fastest
growing life science companies and an industry leader in the
research and development of cancer treatments using T-cell
receptors. I am immensely proud that our constituency homes
some of the very best scientific researcher and engineers. As
well as the brilliant organizations working collaboratively at Milton
Park, we have over £1billion of world-leading research
infrastructure at Harwell Campus - home to around 200 science
and research organizations and 5000 of the UK’s most
innovative minds. Additionally, last month I also caught up with
Sovereign – one of the main social housing providers in the
constituency – and with Oxfordshire County Council to discuss a
range of infrastructure projects.

It is also worth noting that Public Health England and NHS
England have now launched their Stay Well This Winter
campaign, which helps the most vulnerable people prepare for
winter and avoid having to visit hospital due to common winter
illnesses. If you’re in one of the groups who are particularly
susceptible – such as pensioners and pregnant women – or the
parent of a young child, go and speak to your GP or pharmacist
as soon as possible to give yourself the best chance of avoiding
flu this year. More people than ever before are eligible for that
free vaccination this year, including more young children and
everyone who works in care homes. To check if you or your
loved ones are eligible, and for other tips on staying well this
winter, head to: www.nhs.uk/staywell

Nominations are now open for the Countryside Alliance Awards
– nicknamed the ‘Rural Oscars’. They celebrate people going the
extra mile to ensure that rural Britain’s food and farming industry,
small businesses, traditional skills and forward-thinking
enterprises can flourish. Our constituency is home to a whole
host of brilliant community champions, so please get involved
and nominate at the following address: http://www.countrysidealliance.org/campaigns/countryside-alliance-awards/

Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing issues
that you would like help with. My contact details can be found on
the back page.
Ed Vaizey

“In October, I spoke in Parliament alongside my fellow
Oxfordshire MPs about the future of healthcare in the county.
Wantage Hospital is currently in a state of limbo – Oxford Health
announced in April 2016 that they would be closing the hospital
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Your District Council news from your local Cllrs Janet Shelley & Reg Waite
‘Don't bin your batteries' call
following waste and recycling truck
fires:

The annual free parking tradition is provided by both Councils to
encourage people to shop locally for their Christmas presents.
Free Christmas parking days also mean people don’t have to
pay to park if they wish to catch up with friends and family in the
great pubs, cafés and restaurants found across southern
Oxfordshire’s towns during the festive period.

Residents in the Vale of White Horse have been urged not to put
batteries or other items which could cause a fire in their waste or
recycling wheelie bin.

Drivers will be able to park for free in South and Vale car parks
on the following days up to 24 December:

Recently two small fires started in rubbish while it was being
transported in waste and recycling trucks. Both were potentially
very dangerous incidents to the crews, other road users and
pedestrians. They also caused delays to collections and could
have resulted in significant damage.

•
•
•
•

The first incident took place while a waste truck was travelling on
the A417 in Wantage. The crew were escorted to a layby by two
fire engines where they emptied part of the load, so the fire
service could extinguish the fire.

•
•
•
•

Abingdon – Saturdays from 2 December
Didcot – Fridays from 1 December
Faringdon – Saturdays from 2 December
Goring – Tuesdays and Saturdays from 28
November
Henley – Tuesdays from 5 December
Thame – Saturdays from 2 December
Wallingford – Thursdays from 30 November
Wantage – Fridays from 31 November.

The second fire was detected in a recycling load collected in
Radley. The fire service attended as crews tipped the load at
Biffa’s depot in Culham. A gas canister was found in the load
meaning that, had the fire spread, it could have exploded
causing significant damage or injury.

On the above days there’s no need to display a ticket.

The fires were caused by items residents had put in their bins,
most likely to have been standard lithium-ion batteries – like the
ones found in most mobile phones.

We already offer periods of free parking at certain times in our
car parks however we are keen for people to visit our local
independent shops and make the most of their nearest town
centre in the run up to Christmas.

Free parking days give people that extra incentive to spend more
time in their local shopping area and also helps to encourage
visitors from elsewhere.

Batteries should be put in a clear plastic bag and left on top of
the green recycling bin, while small electrical items (that may
also contain batteries), can be put out in a carrier bag alongside
the grey refuse bin for separate collection.

We have a great selection of independent shops offering very
different and original gifts which would make the perfect
Christmas present. We already offer two hours free parking
each day but in the run up to Christmas we want to make it even
easier for people to shop locally.

If you need to throw out electrical equipment or batteries don’t
put them in either of your wheelie bins.

In Abingdon we will also be opening the Charter multi-storey cark
park on Sundays so there’s more parking available in the town
centre – this will initially be run on a trial period during December
until Christmas.

Waste update:
Households will receive bags to encourage separating left-over
food from general waste and to promote that people can use
plastic bags to line their caddies rather than having to purchase
special bags.

For details on parking in southern Oxfordshire visit
southoxon.gov.uk/parking or whitehorsedc.gov.uk/parking.

Christmas street celebrations – our recycling officers are
attending the Didcot Street Fayre on 30 November and
Abingdon’s Christmas Extravaganza on 2 December to provide
residents with further information on how and what they can
recycle.

…… And finally
Janet and Reg take this opportunity to thank all residents for
your support during the past year and to wish you and your
families a most enjoyable Christmas followed by a healthy and
successful New Year.

Christmas parking update:
Hunting for Christmas presents? Then park free on selected
days in the run up to Christmas.
Motorists in both South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse
can park for free in district council car parks on selected days in
the run up to Christmas.

5

The Harwell News

issue 207

HARWELL SCOUT GROUP
•
•
•
•

We would like to thank the villagers who braved the British
elements and came to the recent Scouts firework display. The
turnout was excellent again this year. We now look forward to
next year. Last, but not least, we would like to thank Harwell
School, the head Bryn Gibson, and his team for allowing us to
have the event at the school and for helping to make this a
successful night.
The Scout Christmas Postal Service returns

Please do not post cards to Didcot, East Hagbourne, Milton, or
any other areas not listed as we will be unable to deliver or return
them.

The Harwell Scout Christmas postal scheme is back for a second
year for the benefit of those living within our catchment area and
we hope residents will make full use of Scout Post as a continued
and expanding use will ensure the scheme is viable for this year
and the future.

When addressing the cards please provide Name of recipient House Number and Street – Village/Town (The post code is only
required if the house has a Name as opposed to a Number).

For 2017 we will be placing our boxes in the usual places (see
advertisement) and making deliveries over two weekends. Boxes
will be emptied at 4pm on Thursday’s the 7th and Thursday 14th
December with delivery two to three days thereafter.

Scouting in Harwell continues to flourish with over 180 youth
members currently registered, supported by a large team of
volunteer Leaders. We are always seeking more adult support,
should you be new to the community and have time to give Local
Scouting please get in touch either by calling Brian on 07736
691426 or Mailing gsl@harwellscouting.org.uk

However, we can only accept cards for delivery to
•
•
•
•

Rowstock,
West Hagbourne,
Upton.
Great Western Park South of Boundary Park only
[Greenwood Way, Harebell Road, Bramble Lane,
Orchard Mews, Chestnut Drive, Cherry Tree Road,
Foxglove Way, Ivy Close, The Poplars and Holly Lane]

Harwell,
AEA - North and South Drive.
Chilton,
Chilton Fields,

.

News from Harwell Primary School
We were delighted to hear in September that we were a
beneficiary of a grant from The Feast Committee - thank you so
much. This will be used to buy some outdoor waterproof
shelters.

KS1 Nativity, the Mummers Play and carol singing around the
village led by Year 4. The children from Foundation Class, Years
1 and 2 will visit The Cornerstone Theatre to watch a
performance of The Nutcracker and The Mouse King. In that
performance, one of our children will perform in the chorus,
following a successful audition, and this makes the visit that
extra bit special.

We recently hosted the annual Scouts Firework display - I think
they outdid themselves this year with an incredibly spectacular
display.

On Friday December 8th it is our annual Christmas Fair and
Christmas Tree Festival in conjunction with Little Pippins preschool. We look forward to welcoming the wider community to
the school that evening from 5.30 to 7.00. Come and meet the
real reindeer, visit Santa’s grotto (pre-book via Little Pippins),
look for Christmas presents, have a go at the games, mulled
wine and mince pies, raffle and so much more!

As I write, we are getting ready to welcome prospective new
parents to our Open Morning and Open Evening. As well as a
tour around the school from our older children and an opportunity
to see our excellent facilities, they will be able to watch our ‘Artist
in Residence’. We are delighted to have local artist Wendy Botto
in school for a week. As well as working on her own art, she will
be helping the children to create a painting for the school. We
are also school of the week for Radio Oxford with some of our
children being interviewed live on air each afternoon, choosing a
record to be played and posing a homework question for
listeners and academics in oxford to answer.

With warm regards
Bryn Gibson

Other things happening this half term include Year 1 having an
owl visit the classroom, Year 6 going on their annual residential
week to Yenworthy, Parents decoration morning, KS2 Concert,
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Harwell Gardeners' Club
Almost In Control’ - Tales From A Small Garden”. The
competition is “Photo of a Winter Scene”.

The Club AGM is on Monday 4th December and is followed by
the Christmas party.

Meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in Poppies Tea Room, the Harwellian
(RBL), Westfield. Visitors always welcome, as is anyone wishing
to join the Harwell Gardeners' Club.

We start the New Year on Monday 1st January with the welcome
return of Timothy Walker, who will talk about “‘On Top and

Youth Theatre Update
We have decided that our show this year is going to be “Princess
Whatsername” – a story that contains many fairytale characters,
though not as you know them. A Princess with amnesia,
Rumplestiltskin seems to have a split personality problem and
Goldilocks, Rapunzel, Snow White & Cinderella all have Princes
chasing after them. It has some great numbers including “Love at
first bite”, “Where’d ya get that bling?” and “Whose Prince are

you anyway?”. Performances will be on 21st & 22nd July in the
Village Hall. We will be casting it in the coming weeks, so if you
know someone who would like to be part of it, do get in touch to
join our Saturday morning sessions in the village hall. 10am12:30 (ages 7-11 & 12-21). We also have a group for ages 5&6
from 10am until 11:15am, however they are not part of the main
production but their own showcase beforehand. We always
welcome new members and no experience is necessary.
www.gobotheatre.co.uk info@gobotheatre.co.uk

Support for local people into
employment from Soha Housing
Soha Housing, based in Didcot, is offering training to
people – whether they’re a Soha tenant – to help them into
employment. Soha’s Launchpad project, funded by the
European Social Fund offers:

Important Notice
The Parish Council has been receiving complaints for some
time about horse riders using the footpath between Church
Lane & The Cleave – complaints have ranged from
aggressive and verbally abusive riders to excess amounts of
horse droppings left on the pavement and causing distress
to mourners at funerals. The path is narrow and uneven, so
not ideal for horses.

•

•

Could riders please not use this path as it is not a bridleway
but a footpath; Police and the county council have advised
that any riders using it are committing an offence.

•

Reunion of former pupils of Harwell
Primary School from late 70s/early 80s
The reunion. it is for former pupils of Harwell Primary in the

Individual employment support – An individual
assessment to identify the right support to help
applicants get a job. This includes referral to any
support agencies where required.
Getting online – Targeted training to give those it
supports the tools to search and apply for jobs
online as well as preparing for interviews. Soha
also runs free, regular public sessions for anyone
wanting to ‘go digital’ for the first time, or increase
the computer skills they already have.
Training – Soha works with training providers
and other agencies to identify and deliver training
that best helps applicants towards a job. Training
is held at Soha's head office in Didcot, in the
community or online.

If you think you would benefit from Soha’s Launchpad
support and training, please contact the Resident
Involvement Team at ri@soha.co.uk or on Freephone 0800
014 15 45.

late 70s/early 80s. it is at the Harwellian club on 20th jan
7pm till midnight. cost is £7.95 per person, anyone wishing
to join us can email stephdavies93@yahoo.co.uk so you
can be added to the list.
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News from the W.I.
It’s all downhill now to Christmas with
not many shopping days left
[depending on when you read this]!

brought along toiletries for the OFWI Oxfordshire Women’s
Refuge Christmas Shoe Box Appeal. These will be packed on 20
November.

The 11 October saw us with ‘Paper
Cutting’ with Christine Green, a
background and how to do it. This was
so successful that a separate ‘Paper Cutting’ workshop with
Christine was held on the 03 November and a large number of
decorations were made for the Christmas Tree Festival on the 08
December at the School.

Our Christmas Party on 13 December has entertainer Adrian
Broadway with his ‘Happy Go Lucky’ Christmas, and of course
some fabulous food. Adrian will entertain us with light hearted
Christmas songs.
Come and join us in the fabulous new Harwell Cherry Village Hall.
There are also theatre trips, boat trips and walks, as and when
available, which are notified at our regular monthly meetings.
There are also many other outings organised by Oxfordshire
Federation of WIs and these are advertised in our monthly
newsletter, News & Views. Most outings can be attended by both
Members and friends and booked via our Club Treasurer.

On 17 October Harwell WI hosted the WI Group Meeting in the
‘Orchard’ Village Hall with 70 people attending. The speaker was
Nick R Thomas who is a BBC Comedy Writer and he was
interesting and entertaining with many anecdotes about his years
of writing comedy.
Over 60 people came to ‘The Big T’ Afternoon Tea party on
Sunday 29 October in The Cherry Hall, 3-5pm. There were
fabulous cakes and a huge age range of people who all enjoyed
their tea and natter. A significant sum was raised for the Village
Hall, thanks to everyone who helped, baked and attended!

Not only WI Members, but everyone is welcome to meet at The
Hart of Harwell at 10.30am every Wednesday morning for coffee
and pastries. The numbers are increasing weekly. Call in and say
‘Hello’. The ‘Knitters & Natters’ meet every Monday at 7.30pm in
The Hart. Come and join us in the Hart of Harwell, we put the world
to rights too!

On 08 November we had a change of speaker owing to Valerie
Calderbank’s illness. President Fran’s daughter, Dr Seirian
Sumner, stepped in and saved the day at the last minute and gave
a rousing talk about ‘Women in Science – A New Era’. This was
very much enjoyed and gave us much food for thought. Members

Visitors are always welcome. Meetings are on the second
Wednesday of the month [excluding August] at 7.30pm now in the
‘Cherry’ Village Hall. For more information about joining us or
about any of the above activities, contact our Secretary, Penny
Marsh, on 01235 835430 or email: wi@harwellwi.org.
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of the attending Youth organisations had a representation taking
up sentry posts around the War Memorial. Bagpiper, John
McFarlane Horgan, who played a selection of pieces through the
service, accompanied the parade’s arrival.

Armistice Day – 2 minutes silence
About 30 people gathered for the Ceremony, including the
Branch Standard carried by Charlie East, and older pupils from
Harwell School, at the War Memorial on Saturday 11th
November for the 11 o’clock 2 minutes silence.

About 350 villagers attended the Service at the War Memorial.
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mobey conducted the service; supported by
Kate Evans leading the singing.

The Branch President, Reg East, led the Ceremony by
welcoming all for attending and indicating the importance of
Remembrance. The Last Post was played by Dr Tony Hughes
and the Two Minutes Silence observed.

Dr Tony Hughes sounded the Last Post prior to Two Minutes
Silence being observed. Wreaths were laid by Harwell Parish
Council, Royal British Legion Harwell Branch, The Harwellian
Club, 2410 (Didcot) Sqn Air Cadets, Harwell Scouts and the Girl
Guides

Sunday’s Remembrance Parade

Following the service, The Parade marched to St Matthew’s
Church, where upon arrival the Standards formed a Guard of
Honour at the entrance to the Church. Revd Dr Jonathan Mobey
took the service and Kate Evans preached, with a Reading from
Reg East, and prayers led by Mike Pepper. During the service,
around 70 children had an activity in the Village Hall led by
Michelle Williams and Alison Gale.

This year’s Remembrance Parade and Service at the Village
War Memorial was once again organised by the Royal British
Legion Harwell Branch and St Matthew’s Church Harwell on
behalf of Harwell Parish Council. Volunteers from the Village
closed the roads and marshalled the traffic. While members of
the RBL Branch, Harwellian Club, local Air Cadets, Scouts and
Guides were on Parade.

After the Church Service, RBL Branch Members attended the
Ceremony at the War Graves in Harwell Cemetery where a
wreath was laid in honour of the fallen at the Memorial there

The Parade marched from Townsend to the War Memorial in the
High Street. Around 200 people in total and 16 Standards. Each
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Harwell Parish History Group
In October our first talk “Episodes from the History
of Wine” aimed at wetting the appetites of most
was given by Professor Kathleen Burk, Historian,
Wine Writer and Radio Panellist and included some sample
tasting.
The November meeting was the turn of Alastair Lack, teacher,
broadcaster, producer, editor and guide to provide an interesting
talk on the BBC World Service and his work with them.
Speakers have now been identified and booked for each meeting
until end of 2018 and cover a wide range of topics suitable for
young and old.
We hope that our exhibitions and the changing display in the
Village Hall Foyer will encourage you to come along and join us
as researchers of the village history or just because you enjoy
history of any nature.
Work is progressing towards exhibitions about RAF Harwell,
Education in Harwell, Groups and Organisations and importantly
continuing to add to our displays about village people that we
know went down well at the last exhibition. We know that there
are many more people we can or could write about and would
welcome suggestions and information from you, our followers,
and any information, memories or photographs that you have on
the person being recommended. We are also always open for
suggestions for topics we could research so don’t be shy contact
us soon.
Our Facebook page has drawn many members though little
comment, but we are sure this will change once we start adding
more information. A webpage takes much time and effort to
make sure it works well and is easy to use so this is still to come.

Jane and Kath met with Year 5 pupils from Harwell Primary
School in the Harwell Village Hall Foyer so that they could see
the information and artefacts already on display concerning
World War 2 and they enjoyed looking at other information from
our stock posters. We hope they enjoyed themselves and will
come again.
As a follow on to this, the group will be outreaching other schools
in and out of the parish. St Birinus, Didcot also borrowed some of
our study sheets on both WW1 and WW2 early in 2017.
We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on January
17th when Tony Hadland, local and family historian will
endeavour to give an insight into researching your own family
history. If after this talk you would like help with you own family
history, then the group have experienced family historians who
can provide help, or we could run workshops if required.
Looking forward to February 21st our meeting will be given by
members of the Aston Martin Heritage Trust who will tell us all
about the History of Aston Martin.
March 21st is a visit by Liz Wooley, Local Historian and her
subject will be Beer, Sausages and Marmalade so should be
interesting.
We continue in our thanks to you for all the support you have
given us thus far and hope that we can continue to count on your
support for many years to come.
If you would like to contact us
Kath.luker@tesco.net Tel 01235861057 or
heather.stevens46@btinternet.com

The next Harwell Safari Supper will take place on Saturday 14th April 2018.
This popular Village event is an opportunity to enjoy good food and good
company in the houses of Harwell residents, and to widen your circle of friends.
During the evening of the Safari you will receive a starter at one private house in
the Village and a main course at another. Everyone then meets up for dessert
and coffee at the Village Hall.
The maximum price for this three-course meal, including wine with the first two
courses, is £30 per head. The charge is reduced for those who host a starter or a
main course or provide a dessert.
Anyone with an association to Harwell village can take part. If you don’t live close
enough to the centre of the Village to host a course, then you can choose to
provide a dessert or just come and enjoy the food.
Last year, with the new Orchard Hall and foyer available for dessert, we
accommodated 168 attendees. The numbers this year will only be limited by the
numbers who are willing to host starters and main courses so please do consider
whether you are able to volunteer to do this.
All proceeds from the event will go to the Harwell Village Hall Redevelopment
Project (CIO no 1157858). Email or ring Debbie Greenfield to let her know that
you’d like to join in or to find out more.
debbie.greenfield@stfc.ac.uk

13 820760
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No Harwell Feast 2018?
Without more help, this headline could become real!
The Harwell Feast Committee will have to make a difficult
decision at its meeting on 12th December - if it can count on
enough support to stage this event next year - which has been a
highlight of the village calendar for many years.

The Feast Day itself is well supported, but we do need more
volunteers who can give us even just one hour either on the
weekend before or on the day itself, to support various aspects
of the event. You will be helping both to put on a great day for
the village and other village organisations as we’ve just
described.

The Feast has grown into a major local event - did you know that
as well as the activities on Feast Day itself, the Feast marquees
are used by other village organisations including:

For more information or an informal discussion, contact Sharon
Palmer on 07774 676793, any Feast Committee member or
email info@harwellfeast.com.

Harwell & Hendred Youth Football Club for their annual
presentations – in fact they are the only youth football club in the
area that can accommodate all their teams on the same evening.

Feast News
Following the invitation in the August Harwell News, The Feast
Committee considered applications for assistance with various
village projects and agreed the following donations which were
made at the AGM in October:

Harwell Scout Group has a family Bingo and BBQ
which is great fun as well as a fundraiser.
The Harwellian Club held a very successful Barn Dance
this year – and are hoping that his could become an annual
event.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

St Matthews Church holds a bi-annual ‘Songs of Praise’
event on the Sunday prior to Feast Day.
Without the Feast the marquees will not be needed, and
therefore these events will not take place!
As a result of the Feast in 2017, the Committee was able to
distribute funds to 11 local groups at the recent AGM – they are
listed separately. Other groups and charities from the village
and the wider area use their attendance on Feast Day for
fundraising.

Fun Club:
Gardeners Club:
Gobo Youth Theatre:
Harwell & Hendred YFC:
Harwell School:
Harwell Parish History Group:
Little Pippins:
St Matthews Scouts:
Village Hall:

£680
£250
£150
£165
£760
£360
£269
£500
£1000

In addition, a group of villagers was given £45 for bulb planting
by the path between Jennings Lane and Kings Lane.
Also at the AGM the Treasurer, Eamonn Gaspar retired from the
post and handed over to Karen Cruddis; the Committee thanks
him for looking after the funds for the last 6 years.

In order to ensure this Harwell institution can continue to serve
the local community more volunteers are needed. The harsh
reality is that without more support, the Committee will have a
stark choice on its hands.

The Committee also recently said farewell to Gareth and Monika
Buxton who did so much for Harwell Feast. Gareth chaired the
Committee from 2011 to 2016, but retired as they have moved to
Wales.The picture shows recipients at the Feast AGM, along
with retiring Treasurer Eamonn at back left next to Secretary
Susan Lambert and with acting Chairperson Sharon Palmer front
right.

The Committee is a core group of volunteers who co-ordinate the
event, calling upon others when specific expertise or practical
help is required. They meet once a month and each member
oversees a specific area of the day. Within the past year 3
committee members have moved away from the area and
another has resigned due to work commitment – and this has
resulted in the need to recruit more members.
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Pelvic Partnership Charity Quiz Night

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

Saturday 10th February 2018

To help deliver Harwell News on Great Western Park.

Harwell Village Hall (Orchard Hall)

£6 per person and up to six people to a team

We already have volunteers delivering to around 140
addresses within Harwell parish on Great Western Park, but
there are more homes occupied now than we can deliver to
with existing volunteers.

Refreshments and snacks available at the bar

Please contact the parish clerk if you can help.

Contact Lucy Ryan at contact@pelvicpartnership.org.uk or call her on
077395 63689 to book your table

Email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk

7.00pm for a 7.30 start

Come along for a fun night out while helping to raise money for a great
cause
The Pelvic Partnership is a national charity based in Harwell which
provides women and healthcare professionals with information about
best practice for the treatment and management of pregnancy-related
pelvic girdle pain (PGP).
www.pelvicpartnership.org.uk

.
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Other than where stated and in reports of parish
council matters any opinions expressed are not those
of the parish council
Items for the October issue should be sent by Jan 15th
to news@harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High
Street, Tel: 01235 835430
“If you know someone who has not received their
copy then email newsrounds@harwellparish.co.uk”
Advertising queries to the clerk
Parish Contact Information
All contact information can also be found on the
parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk
Phone: 01235 820006
Post to: Clerk, Harwell Parish Council, Enborn, Shop
Lane, Leckhampstead, RG20 8QQ
Core office hours, in the pavilion, are 9am to 4pm
Monday
District Councillors
Janet.Shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Reg.Waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Campus Ward: Mike.Murray@causewayland.com
County Councillor:
Mike.Fox-Davies@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
073939 79510
MP Ed Vaizey
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA.
020 7219 6350
dicksonce@parliament.uk
Harwell News edited by Tracey Pearson
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