
 
 

 

 

The Harwell News  
VOLUNTEERS STILL REQUIRED 

To help deliver Harwell News on Great Western Park. 

We already have volunteers delivering to around 140 addresses 

within Harwell parish on Great Western Park, but there are 

more homes occupied now than we can deliver to with existing 

volunteers. 

 

Please contact the parish clerk if you can help. 

Email: clerk@harwellparish.co.uk 
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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

Three meetings have been held during June and July. Ms Sarah 
Medley was co-opted to the council in June, and Mrs Sarah 
Soames and Mr Colum Wilson were co-opted in July. Ms Carol 
Fisher resigned from the council in June, and the council recorded 
thanks to her for work on its behalf. 

The traffic questionnaire discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting 
in April is to be made available in the parish – see elsewhere in 
this newsletter. 

The council approved the accounting statements and Annual 
Governance Statement in June. The internal audit report has been 
posted on the website – the findings will be incorporated into the 
council’s Risk Register, which is under review. 

Other parish matters have included  
 

• A site meeting to discuss provision of a handrail at the 
steps next to the war memorial. 

• A discussion about the installation of gates at the 
entrance to the recreation ground car park (a complaint 
has been forwarded, and the clerk instructed to check on 
legalities), the car park wall was repaired following 
vehicle damage in late May,  

• A bench is to be donated for installation in the cemetery. 

• A survey of trees in the recreation ground, cemetery and 
churchyard has highlighted urgent problems with 4 trees 
– clerk is obtaining quotes for felling. 

• The scout group is proceeding with alterations to the 
pavilion. 

• The council is looking at options regarding machinery 
and storage so that Section 106 funds may be released, 
which will allow the council to begin refurbishment work 

in the tractor shed – this will provide new rest and work 
areas for the grounds staff. 

• Permission is awaited from OCC for a dropped kerb at 
the A417 entrance to the recreation ground. 

• The future of the council website remains under 
discussion while the council looks at options. 

• Police have been asked to look at parking problems on 
High Street. 

• Problems with provision of an office phone have 
continued – the council wished to have a BT landline 
installed but this is proving difficult. The clerk was 
instructed to obtain a mobile phone as an interim solution. 

• The clerk has applied to OCC for money from the 
Councillors’ Priority Fund for upgrading the surface of the 
path in Westfield. 

• Planning responses and outcomes are available on the 
website - https://www.harwellparish.co.uk/planning-
applications-all-by-pc-meeting-date/  

 
Forthcoming Meetings to May 2019 
All meetings are held in the Village Hall committee room, Harwell, 
on the following Tuesdays, starting at 7.30 p.m. unless otherwise 
stated.   
 
September 11th 
October 9th 
November 13th  

December 11th (finance & planning only) 
January 8th 
February 12th  
March 12th 
April 9th 
May 14th 

 

 

ED VAIZEY - PARISH NEWS

Lots of good news for our local 
area.  Last month Business 
Secretary Greg Clark 
launched a major new scientific 
centre in Harwell Campus and 
announced its first major 
projects. The Rosalind Franklin 
Institute, which is backed by 
£100mil in government 
investment, will focus on 

several projects, including the development of the world’s best 
ultra-fast video camera for imaging, which will be invaluable for 
both detecting and treating disease. 

 The Big Lottery Fund has announced £17,280 of funding for 
projects in the constituency such as the The Pelvic Partnership in 

Harwell, which focuses on treatment for Pelvic Girdle Pain. The 
fund distributes money raised by the National Lottery to good 
causes which seek to improve lives and communities. If you have 
a cause that you believe deserves funding you can apply at 
biglotteryfund.org.uk. 

Huge congratulations to Wallingford School, who have been 
awarded the prestigious ISM Trust’s Silver Certificate in Music for 
2018, and King Alfred’s, who have been awarded the Bronze 
Certificate. This means that more than 15% and 10% respectively 
of all the schools’ GCSE students who took GCSE music achieved 
an A* to C grade. This is a huge achievement and demonstrates 
a real commitment to music in both schools.  The Teaching 
Apprenticeship Programme (TAP) launched across the country 
last month to help schools recruit, train and retain the best 
graduates into teaching roles. TAP offers a 1 year programme 
which guides apprentices towards Qualified Teacher Status and 
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schools can also use the Apprenticeship Levy funding to train and 
retain the best graduates into teaching roles. If you are interested 
in how the Apprenticeship Levy works you can find all the 
information you need at the Teaching Apprenticeship website. 

 Over the last month I was pleased to meet with representatives 
of 'Hands off Hagbourne Fields' to discuss Taylor Wimpey's plans 
for developing the land between West Hagbourne and Didcot, 
meet with local councillors to discuss how to tackle litter on the 
A34 and visit Enesi Pharma in Milton Park to see their 
revolutionary work on vaccines. 

I have received many emails from constituents across the 
constituency complaining about people parking in their streets 
illegally. Parking enforcement in our area currently lies with the 
police, which means they have responsibility for patrolling and 
issuing tickets to those parking illegally. As you can imagine this 
could take up a considerable amount of time for the police, and I 
suspect many of us would rather they spent their time dealing with 
serious crimes such as theft and burglary. 

 In many other areas of the country, responsibility for parking lies 
with the local council, and this should be the case in Oxfordshire. 
Many local authorities across the country manage parking 
enforcement successfully and it can bring in considerable extra 
revenue. I will be pushing the local authority to accept 
responsibility for parking enforcement in the future, and free up 
the police to deal with more serious issues. 

  
Oxfordshire County Council have announced plans to spend on 
extra £120m on road repairs and maintenance over the next 
decade, including an extra £10m this year to tackle the winter 
backlog of potholes. Currently 47% of Oxfordshire’s roads are 
rated good, 43% fair and 10% poor, and the budget, if it is 
accepted will go towards vital road improvements. You can report 
potholes on the council’s website at 
fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk.  
  
The National Farmers Union have partnered with Crimestoppers 
to launch a new rural crime reporting hotline. Responding to a rise 
in rural crime, this will be a new service for farmers, rural 
businesses and the public to anonymously report rural crime. If 
you have a crime to report you can call 0800 783 0137. In an 
emergency you should still call 999. 
  
According to figures released earlier this month, 944 households 
in Wantage and Didcot have benefitted from the help to buy 
scheme. Designed to help first time buyers, the scheme offers 
equity loans from the government to help young people get on the 
housing ladder. Considering we live in one of the most expensive 
areas for housing in Britain, I am very pleased that people are 
taking advantage of this scheme. 
 

Ed Vaizey 

  

OXFORDSHIRE FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE – BE WATER AWARE 

 

With the weather warming up, long sunny days and the summer 
holidays in sight, there is a temptation to cool off in one of 
Oxfordshire’s many rivers and inland waterways. And while there 
may not be any river monsters waiting down there, unfortunately 
rivers and waterways can be very dangerous places - 255 people 
accidentally drowned in 2017 in the UK.  

That’s why, at this time of year, Oxfordshire’s Fire and Rescue 
Service is reminding all residents to Be Water Aware to help 
everyone stay safe this summer.  

 

Would you know what to do? 

 

Knowing what to do when someone gets into trouble in the water 
could help save someone’s life:  

 

Call: 999 

Float: tell them to float on their back 

Throw: something that floats 

 

… and don’t jump in yourself  

 

Find out more at www.365alive.co.uk/BeWaterAware  
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HARWELL SCOUT GROUP

We have now reached 
the end of another year. 
We would like to thank 
you for you continued 
support of the Scouts at 
the all the events this year. 
It has helped us to make 
significant progress on 

converting the Pavilion into the new Scout hut. 
 
By the time you read this 30 of our Cubs will have spent a great 
weekend camping at Youlbury. Meanwhile the Scouts will have 
spent 7 nights under canvas in Plymouth on their Scout Summer 
Camp and enjoyed activities like Pioneering, Fire Lighting, Axe 
and Knife skills. 

 
The group continues to flourish with 173 youth members divided 
into age related sections. The Qualifying age to Join Beavers 
(Boys and Girls) is 5¾. Those interested with younger children 
should also get in touch to be put on our Waiting list. See 
http://harwellscouts.org.uk/.  
 
We are always seeking more adult support, should you be new to 
the community and have time to give Local Scouting please get in 
touch either by calling Brian on 07736 691426 or mailing 
gsl@harwellscouting.org.uk 
 
  

 

Considerate parking 

We all know that the centre of Harwell is made up of lovely old winding, narrow village roads, which sometimes 
makes it difficult to park. 

The parish council has received various complaints recently that inconsiderate parking has made it dangerous in 
some places for other road and pavement users to get past parked vehicles, particularly along High Street. 

If you park on the street, even for a short while, please make sure you have left your vehicle in a safe position and 
that other road users and pedestrians can get past safely. 

To all residents and dog walkers; 

There has been a recent increase in the amount of dog mess left on the floor in all areas of the parish. Not cleaning up after 
your dog is an offence under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996, and Environmental Wardens have been asked to patrol 
the parish. They can issue Fixed Penalties of £50 to anyone who does not clean up after their dog. Offenders can also face 
prosecution. 

Please pick up after your dog and help to keep the parish clean and tidy for all of us.  

The VWHDC website has this advice for dog walkers –  

• never let your dog walk far from you as this makes it difficult to see when they foul 
• always carry a bag when walking your dog so you can clean up. If you do not have a bag ask another dog walker if they 

have a spare bag 
• encourage your dog to stay on the perimeters of fields or pitches to prevent any fouling causing harm to other people 
• don't allow your dog to roam on its own as it could be taken away as a stray - collar and ID tag as well as microchipping 

are now required by law. 

If you see a dog owner allowing their dog to foul and not picking it up, take details of anything that might help us identify 

them and contact Environmental Protection (email env.health@southandvale.gov.uk ) 
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The Womens Institute 

It's been a busy couple of months for 
the Harwell WI! 

On 19 May several of us met with 
Norman Francis at Ewelme for a 

guided historical walk. 

You can't have missed our Suffragette float at the Harwell Feast 
on the May Bank Holiday - chains to the railings, and a baton-
wielding 'policeman' to boot!  The theme of 'Votes for Women' 
continued into our June meeting when Jane Stubbs spoke about 
the history of the Suffragette movement. She described the social 
context of the movement; the differing approaches of its prominent 
women; the tactics they used - ramping them up each time they 
were knocked back in Parliament. It was truly enlightening. 

Our President, Fran Sumner, attended the Annual Meeting of the 
National Federation of the WI. The resolution 'Mental health is as 
important as physical health' was adopted and, in the discussions 
surrounding it, important points were made that: mental health 
should be more openly talked about; and being active - especially 
outdoors - is essential for wellbeing. 

On 19 June some of our members visited Sulgrave Manor, the 
home of George Washington's ancestors. Coincidentally, the 
Manor's Trust was established in 1921, the same year that our 
own Harwell WI was founded. The stunning sewing on the bed 
drapes was a collaboration between British and United States 
women. We enjoyed the beautiful gardens, lunch, and the chance 
to learn about the Manor's unique story, and the friendship and 
goodwill it promotes between our two countries. 

We are very proud of our member, Priscilla Sadler, who won 
Second Prize at the Flower Festival on 30 June with her entry 'The 
Secret Garden'.  We were delighted to present her with her prize 
at our July meeting. 

Mike Brook was our speaker at the July meeting.  He amused us 
with anecdotes about his thirty years of amateur dramatics. He 
also treated us to short performance pieces by Alan Bennett and 
Alan Ayckbourn. 

We took part in the Harwell School Summer Fair on 14 July, 
serving tea and cakes, and our Human Fruit Machine - with real 
fruit! - was a great success. 

For something more 'high-brow' a number of us went to the 
Blewbury Players' performance of 'Lark Rise' on 19 July. 

Although we don't have a meeting in August we don't go quiet. 
Instead, almost half of our members will be enjoying a fine dinner 
at The Hart - a chance to get to know each other better and to 
support our local pub. 

We also have a walk planned for Friday 3 August, a round trip 
starting at East Hendred, stopping at Ardington Tea Shop, and 
back. Partners, friends, and dogs too! Following on from that, we 
are starting a WI Walking Group, with its first outing on Friday 21 
September.  

Our formal monthly meetings start again on 12 September with 
Tony Stafford as our guest speaker.  He will be talking about his 
life as a Yeoman. In October, our speaker will be Jeff Rozelaar 
who will be basing his talk on his book 'Bacon and Bagels' - a 
nostalgic and entertaining look back to the 1950s' East End. 

We are also planning a trip to Bletchley Park in October. 

The Oxfordshire Federation of WIs also organises many outings 
which can be attended by both members and friends. Details can 
be found in the OFWI monthly newsletter which is available at WI 
meetings. 

Everyone, not just WI members, is welcome to coffee and pastries 
at The Hart at 10.30 every Wednesday morning. And for those 
who knit, or just want to natter, there is a 'Knit and Natters' group 
on Monday evenings at 7.30 p.m., also at The Hart. These are a 
great way to meet people in a smaller, more informal setting. 

For our regular monthly meetings, you are welcome to join us at 
the Cherry Hall at Harwell Village Hall on the second Wednesday 
of the month at 7.30 p.m.  The first visit is free. For more 
information about joining us, visiting us, or about any of our 
activities, contact our Secretary, Penny Marsh, on 01235 835430, 
or email: wi@harwellwi.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Harwell News    i s s u e  2 1 1  

 7 

 



The Harwell News    i s s u e  2 1 1  

 8 

HARWELL SCHOOL 

We have reached the end of another 
positive, busy year at Harwell School - 
doesn’t time fly! 
We have just celebrated our Leavers 
Assembly, where we give our Year 6 a 
send off to their new senior schools 
with our very best wishes as confident, 
capable, polite young people, with the 
school bell ringing long in their memory. 

As Year 6 move on, we are looking forward to welcoming our 
Foundation Class in September.  
Mrs Martin (the Foundation Lead) has completed home visits for 
most of the new starters and I would like to thank the families for 
making her so welcome. This will mean a smoother transition for 
the children in September.  
As well as saying goodbye and good luck to Year 6, and a few 
other pupils who start new schools in September, Mrs Wilson also 
leaves us to continue her own teaching journey at Aureus Primary 
School. We are looking forward to welcoming two new teachers in 
September, Miss Longworth and Miss Rowntree. 
 
This is the end of my fourth year as Headteacher and it has been 
a pleasure to see the children progress and really embody our 
school ethos, showing Respect, Resilience, Resourcefulness and 
Responsibility. They are Happy to Learn, and this is reflected in 
all that has happened this year, including results.  At Key Stage 2, 
our results in Reading, GPS (Spelling and Grammar) and Maths 
are well above national levels.  
While there are always challenges along the way, (and no doubt 
will continue to be), we have endeavored to listen and respond to 

concerns raised.  The Governors, Senior Leadership Team, staff 
and I will assess the priorities for the coming year and adapt the 
Raising Achievement Priorities accordingly. 
 
The Summer term is always the busiest of the year, with so much 
to learn and plays to produce. Our KS2 school production, ‘Dogs 
- The Music-Howl’ was a fantastic culmination of weeks of hard 
work.  It was wonderful to see such confident, courageous 
individuals from every year group in Key Stage 2. A huge thank 
you to everyone who gave up their time to make it such a success, 
it was a ‘howling’ success! 
 
As we break for the holidays, I would like to extend my own thanks 
to all for, once again, making Harwell School a fantastic place to 
work, with great children, fantastic staff, amazing parents and 
supportive governors.  
Parental support is tremendous - from attending class outcomes 
to volunteering at Go Green evenings, the Harwell School 
Association, running the school garden, running extra curricular 
clubs, listening to children read but most of all supporting and 
encouraging their children on their learning journey. 
I would also like to thank the wider community for their time and 
effort in helping out. From the Gardening club to the WI with all the 
other volunteers in between, they contribute so much time to the 
school which is so gratefully received.  
 
Have an amazing summer and I look forward to seeing you in 
September.  
 
Warm regards, Bryn Gibson 
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Little Pippins-who are we? 

We are the first step of independence 
for many local children, providing a 
safe and stimulating environment for 
children aged 2 1/2 - 5 to build their 
confidence, identity and social skills 
away from the home. 

We are a pre-school which means we 
introduce the basic concepts of 

learning to children through play, activities and interaction. We 
work closely with Harwell School to prepare the children for their 
school journey.  

We are often at the forefront in identifying and supporting those 
children in need of a little bit more help.   The Little Pippins team 
is experienced and passionate about ensuring every child has an 
opportunity to thrive from the outset. 

We are a charity which means we rely exclusively on government 
funding and fees to cover our basic costs.  Fundraising is essential 
to make up the shortfall for new and replacement equipment and 
other maintenance and improvements to our premises. We have 
a volunteer committee made up of parents and local individuals 
who are responsible for the overall management of the pre-school.  

We are independent. Although we work closely with Harwell 
School we are financially entirely separate from them and neither 

do we have the support of a larger group of childcare settings.  Our 
dedicated parents and staff are essential to the future of the pre-
school.  

We are a service to the local community and strive to support not 
only the children in our care, but also their families. We aim to be 
part of the wider community in our capacity as the local pre-school 
and contribute to and partake in local events. 

We are rated by Ofsted as outstanding in everything from 
interaction with the children to our record keeping. We have a 
wonderful staff team who are skilled and experienced in nurturing 
and inspiring the children. 

If you want to learn more about our work, have a child who you 
are considering enrolling or would like to volunteer please visit our 
website or contact us on the following details. 

Tel: 01235 821741 

Email: littlepippins@btinternet.com 

Website: www.littlepippins.org.uk 

Find us on Facebook 

Freeman Orchard, Gaveston Road, Harwell, Didcot, OX11 0HP 

Registered Charity No.1105994 
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HARWELL PARISH HISTORY GROUP 
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Harwell Gardners Club 

Harwell Gardeners' Club meets on the 1st Monday of each month 
at 7.30 p.m. In September our meeting will be in St Matthew's 
Church; in October, November and December our meeting will be 
in The Harwellian. 

In September our speaker will be Nick Dobson with a talk entitled 
'The Sexiest Fuschias In The World' and the competition will be 
'Fuchias' ; in October our speaker will be Andrew Mikolajski giving 
a talk on 'Roses'. The competition will be 'A Rose'. In November 
we have members' night where several of our members will give 
short talks. The competition will be 'A Pot Plant'. In December we 
have our AGM and Christmas Party. 

Thank you to all who attended the Literary Flower Festival in the 
Church. We made proceeds of £400. The winning flower 
arrangement was created by Debra Davies based on the book 
'Tarka The Otter'. In second place was an arrangement made by 

Priscilla Sadler who represented the W.I. and was based on the 
book 'The Secret Garden'. In third place was Kathryn Roberts-
Lock with her arrangement portraying The Katie Morag books.  

On Saturday September 15th we are holding our annual Village 
Produce Show in the school. Schedules are now in Bobs Butchers. 
Categories include vegetables, fruit, flowers, baking, jam making, 
craft and photography. There are classes for children and for 
adults. Do have a look to see if there are one or two classes that 
you might like to enter. Even if you do not enter you are welcome 
to come along and look at the entries, buy some winning produce 
and learn a little about gardening while enjoying a family friendly 
village get together.  

Any queries about Harwell Gardeners' Club can be addressed to 
the chairman, Janice Markey on jvmarkey@googlemail.com or 
01235 832802.

 

 

 

  

Harwell Parish Council Traffic Management Questionnaire 

The parish council has been discussing traffic calming measures for Harwell for some time, with OCC officers.  

At the Annual Parish Meeting held in the village hall in May, there was a council presentation and subsequent discussion on 
traffic management and possible traffic calming options for the parish. OCC officer Mr A Wisdom was also present and 
commented on the possibilities and current recommendations for traffic calming in villages. There is a certain amount of 
funding available for Harwell, mainly from contributions from Great Western Park developers. 

Residents attending the meeting were invited to fill in and return a questionnaire based on the presentation. 

A copy of the presentation is available at Bob’s Butchers and the Harwell Village Newsagents, along with copies of the 
questionnaire mentioned in the presentation. They are also available online, on Facebook and the council website news 
page. The questionnaire can be filled in online at http://explosive.formic.com\webforms\?tag=trafficmanagement or using 
the hard copies available in the village shops.  

The council is keen to obtain as many responses as possible, in order take forward a consensus opinion of preferred 
options to OCC.  

Please respond by 17th August, and return hard copies to: 

Harwell Parish Council 

Harwell Village Hall, High Street, Harwell, OX11 0EX 
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Harwell Feast 

A round-up and invitation 

The Harwell Feast organising Committee was again pleased to 
extend the festivities throughout the May weekend by offering the 
marquee facility to a several local groups.  The HHYFC football 
club held their annual presentation evening on the Friday, the 
Harwellian Club members were do-si-doing their pardners at a 
Barn Dance on the Saturday, and on Sunday St. Matthews Church 
was singing Songs of Praise before the Scouts were eyes-down 
for their prize bingo.  

We were delighted also to see so many visitors on Sunday to the 
Living History camp provided by our friends from the Marquess of 
Winchester Regiment - you can find out more at 
www.marquisofwinchesters.co.uk 

Those of you who attended this year's Feast will know that we 
were blessed with good weather for the event, which was bigger 
with more attractions and a bumper number of visitors.   

For the record, the May Queen pictured in the June Harwell News 
was Freja Cadman and her attendants were Annabelle Turlier and 
Ruby Edwards. 

Among the classic cars at Harwell Feast 2018: 

 

This year we were delighted to welcome some new faces to our 
volunteer group and to helpers on the day, to whom we offer a 
huge thank-you. But with the event seeming to grow year on year, 
we do need more of you come and help us, particularly on Feast 
weekend setting up and running the event. Supporters give 
anything from an hour upwards and are essential to the event’s 
success.   

So, look out for our appeal for help and how to contact us in next 
February’s edition of the Harwell News, or search online for 
Harwell Feast where you can register your support. 

Now to those Surplus funds! 

The Feast Committee now invites applications for funding. We 
aim to carry over sufficient funds to support next year’s event but 
with the surplus we will consider at our September meeting 
making donations to Harwell organisations, clubs, and others 
whose activities substantially benefit the residents of Harwell. 
Note that if funds are oversubscribed the Committee may look 
more favourably on those who supported the event organisation. 

If you wish to be considered, please write a note explaining your 
request with detailed costings including other support and existing 
resources etc. to enable the Committee to make an informed 
decision. The closing date for applications is Friday 31 August. 

 They should preferably be sent by email to 
info@harwellfeast.com or by post to Harwell Feast Committee, c/o 
2 Charterville Close, Minster Lovell, Witney, Oxon OX29 0SL.  

The 2018 Harwell Feast Organisers were:  

Mike and Jayne Conway, Patricia Cooke, Karen Cruddis, Alan 
Hancock, Susan Lambert, Janice Markey, Sharon Palmer, Martin 
Ricketts, Philip Roberts, and Reg Waite. 

Annual Village Quiz Friday November 23rd.  

Note the date - there’ll be more details in the October issue. 

 

You don't have to have money worries to get something out 
of a CAP Money course ... and we're holding one in Harwell 
on Wednesday evenings 8, 15 and 29 August. 

Learn nifty ways to approach your finances to budget, save 
and spend. The three-week course is free, friendly and 
entirely confidential - there's no need to share anything 
unless you'd like to.   

Contact Vicky in the church office to book: 
vj.hcchurches@gmail.com. And please spread the word to 
anyone you think could benefit. More courses will also take 
place in the Autumn. 
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To all readers, advertisers, parish organisers & parish organisations 

New data protection laws came into being in May 2018 & the 

council needs your consent to hold your details if you are a 

contact for a local organisation, tenant of the council (eg 

allotments), newsletter advertiser etc. If you have not already 

returned a GDPR form like the one below, please either fill in the 

form available on the website and return it to the clerk at 

clerk@harwellparish.co.uk or contact the clerk to request a form. 
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Introducing Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice 

Everyone has heard of Citizens Advice but 
not many people know how we work or what 
we achieve. Most people think we are part of 
a large national organisation and we get 
funding from central government. We aren’t, 
and we don't. 

In fact, we are an independent body that provides the Citizens 
Advice Service locally. The national charity sets the advice 
standard. For funding we rely entirely on local councils and 
donations. 

We recruit and train local volunteers to provide free, expert advice 
and information to everyone in the community. Our support helps 
people to overcome their problems and improve their lives. We put 
the emphasis on helping people to help themselves, giving them 
more control over their own affairs and sometimes also, in the 
process, helping to improve their health.     

We have five advice centres (in Abingdon, Didcot, Wallingford, 
Henley and Thame) and three outreaches (in Faringdon, RAF 
Benson and Woodcote). With a work force of 150 trained volunteer 
advisers and 10 paid staff, we advise 10,000 local people a year 
face to face, by email and by phone on benefits, debt, employment, 
housing, relationships and consumer issues. This advice is free, 
impartial and completely confidential. 

Funeral Planning Advice 

If you need to organise a funeral for someone and there are no 
clear instructions in the will, bear in mind that you can organise 
the procedure without using the services of a funeral director. The 
Cemeteries and Crematorium Department of your local authority 
can offer help and guidance, and there are many sources of help 
online, for instance the Natural Death Centre at 
www.naturaldeath.org.uk  At the current time, when the high 
prices charged by funeral companies are under government 
investigation, an alternative funeral can also cost much less. If 
you’re on certain benefits you might be able to get help paying for 
the funeral.   

Citizens Advice has guidance for people planning a funeral for 
themselves or their near ones: 

• Shop around and get quotes from local funeral directors. 
These quotes can vary surprisingly, sometimes by as much as 
£2,000. Also, try asking for a "basic funeral" and get the costs 
itemized so you can see what you are paying for. 

• Choose “direct burial” – that way, there is no need to pay 
for embalming or visiting rights. 

• Purchase a biodegradable cardboard or cloth-covered 
coffin, or a wicker basket.        

• A woodland or “natural” burial site is an option. There are 
200 of them around Britain and several in Oxfordshire. 

 

Criminals setting up fake Wi-Fi hot spots - Citizens Advice 
warning 

It ought to be a time of the pleasantest relaxation, that moment 
when you slump down comfortably into a cosy chair in your 
favourite coffee bar, get out your cell phone and connect to the 
free Wi-Fi. But Citizens Advice has warned that just this simple 
leisurely action can be targeted by criminals, who are setting up 
their own Wi-Fi hot spots to try to get you to connect to them. 

Typically, the fraudsters broadcast a Wi-Fi connection with a 
vague name like "free_wifi" or "coffee_shop_wifi". If you connect 
your phone to this, any data you are sending can be captured.  

Even if you log into emails using an "app", without typing in the 
password, the phone will still send your password over the Wi-Fi 
and it could be intercepted. If you use automated passwords and 
do not enter your user name and password manually, these 
details can still be intercepted. 

To avoid being becoming a victim of this scam, do one of the 
following:  

* Make sure you are connecting to a trusted Wi-Fi hot spot, 
operated by the venue you are in - ask staff if you are in doubt. 

* Do not use public Wi-Fi for online banking or anything else 
sensitive, but use your 3G, 4G or 5G connection instead (data 
sent over these connections is always encrypted).  

* Use a VPN (virtual private network) when connecting to public 
Wi-Fi. 

The updated Little Book of Big Scams at http://bit.ly/2018-the-
little-book-of-big-scams has more details about this and other 
prevalent frauds. 

And if you suspect that you've been scammed, contact Action 
Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or on the Internet at 
www.actionfraud.police.uk. Alternatively, get in touch with Citizens 
Advice on Adviceline 03 444 111444, or drop in to your nearest 
Citizens Advice. For locations and opening hours see 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale 
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Our annual excellence awards, The Ambies, are now open for nominations! 

Over the years we’ve 

had some amazing 

nominations, with the 

numbers of people 

receiving nominations 

increasing each time – 

and we’d love this year to maintain that trend and deliver another 

record number of nominations!  

There are 13 categories that you can nominate an individual or 

team for and these have been carefully selected to ensure that 

everyone who works for SCAS has an opportunity for their 

teamwork, professionalism, innovation and care to be recognised. 

All these categories are open to nominations from staff and 

members of the public.  

   

The only criteria is that the individual or team has to be directly 

employed by SCAS – except of course for the Volunteer of the 

Year category.  

Organisations can send their nomination in the Partners and 

Stakeholders Award for Innovation category.  

Find out more at: www.scas.nhs.uk/get-involved/ambies. 

 

 

Annual Footpaths Walk 

A reminder that the annual parish Footpaths Walk is on Sunday 9th September starting at 2.00 pm at the village 
hall. 

A co-ordinator is required, to give out maps and comments forms on the day. If you can help, please contact the 
parish clerk. 
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Blewbury Youth Brass Summer Concert 

Orchard Hall, Harwell 

Village Hall 

Thursday 16th August at 

7pm 

Tickets: Adults £5, Children 

£2, available on the 

door/from 

annecockburn1@gmail.com 

 

 

Blewbury Youth Brass is one of three brass bands under the 

umbrella of Blewbury Brass Band and it currently contains 

players from 9 to 18 years of age. Players come from throughout 

Oxfordshire (and beyond) and play together in this group 

alongside working with their local bands. Last year BYB had a 

successful tour, playing a number of concerts around Boppard, 

Germany. This year musical director Judith Atkins is heading a 

UK residential culminating in this concert in Harwell.  The concert 

repertoire will involve marches, hymn tunes, musicals and much 

more. We hope to see you there. 
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Oxfordshire Volunteers Celebrated

Oxfordshire County Council would like to thank our volunteers 
and all volunteers across Oxfordshire for the difference they 
make every day! 

Volunteering in Oxfordshire is thriving with one voluntary 
organisation for every 289 people in the county and around 
4,500 voluntary and community organisations across Oxfordshire 
– that’s significantly higher than the national average.  

Oxfordshire County Council has approximately 3000 volunteers 
who do an amazing job in their communities - delivering books to 
people who can’t get to libraries, teaching children how to code, 
organising activities for adults with disabilities, and much, much 
more! 

The council also works with the voluntary sector to deliver local 
services and support thriving communities across Oxfordshire. 
This includes funding Oxfordshire Volunteers - a dedicated 
volunteering website for Oxfordshire. 

Councillor Mark Gray, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Local Communities, said: “Volunteering is clearly 
something that goes to the very core of who we are in 
Oxfordshire and we should definitely be proud of it and sing it 
from the rooftops.  

“The message should go out loud and clear – thank you to 
Oxfordshire’s volunteers, you do us proud.” 

Miriam Chappell from the OCVA (Oxfordshire Community and 
Voluntary Action) added: "Volunteering is of great benefit to our 
communities, but what often goes unsaid is the benefit it also 
has for the individual. Volunteering can be a way to make 

friends, do something different, and add a fresh routine to your 
life. 

"Volunteering offers you the chance to gain new skills – whether 
you’re hoping to improve your confidence, develop an interest, or 
even change career. The wellbeing benefits of volunteering, from 
increased self-esteem to improved social connections, cannot be 
overstated." 

There are volunteering opportunities to suit everyone - from 
volunteering for the National Trust, to whipping up your favourite 
bakes to sell, to driving people to appointments, to helping teach 
digital skills at your local library! 

Get involved - visit OxonVolunteers.org 
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Other than where stated and in reports of parish 
council matters any opinions expressed are not those 
of the parish council 
 
Items for the April issue should be sent by September 
15th to news@harwellparish.co.uk 
 
Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High 
Street, Tel: 01235 835430 
“If you know someone who has not received their 
copy then email newsrounds@harwellparish.co.uk” 
 
Advertising queries to the clerk 
 
Parish Contact Information 
 
All contact information can also be found on the 
parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk 
 
Phone: 07749 361957 
 
Post to: Clerk, Harwell PC, Harwell Village Hall, High 
Street, Harwell, OX11 0EX 
 
Core office hours, in the Village Hall, are 9am to 4pm 
Monday 
 
District Councillors  
 
Janet.Shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
 
Reg.Waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
 
Campus Ward: Mike.Murray@causewayland.com 
 
County Councillor:  
 
Mike.Fox-Davies@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
073939 79510 
 
MP Ed Vaizey 
 
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA. 
 
020 7219 6350 

 
        dicksonce@parliament.uk 

 
Harwell News edited by Tracey Pearson 


