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We need a new editor from January 2019 as Tracey, the current editor of
Harwell News, will be stepping down from the role in December.
Tracey initially appointed alongside her daughter Becky in late 2016 as joint
editor, went on to singlehandedly take over the editing and management of the
Harwell News when her daughter stepped down to focus on studies.
We at the Parish Council would like to thank them both for their efforts and
wish them well for the future. However, without an editor there will be no
more newsletters until such time as a new editor steps forward, ideally, we
need somebody in time to produce the February edition.
This voluntary role takes up a just a few hours every 2 months, you will need
and further develop the skills to put a newsletter together as well as liaise with
the printer, advertisers and distributors.
If you’re interested and would like to see your take on this newsletter falling
through fellow Harwell letterboxes, then please email the Clerk on
clerk@harwellparish.co.uk, telling us a bit about yourself.
Interviews will be arranged in

December/ early January.
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clerk@harwellparish.co.uk

The Harwell News

issue213

HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Harwell Parish Council would like to wish all
residents a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year.

projects where available. Clerk is seeking appropriate quotes for the
work.
The council has approved responses to many planning applications,
which can be seen at https://www.harwellparish.co.uk/planningapplications-all-by-pc-meeting-date/. In October, Simply Planning
attended a meeting to outline proposals for a nursing home at Didcot
Road.
The council has been liaising with OCC on various matters, either
corresponding or attending meetings, including discussions about the
A417 in Oxfordshire, asking for traffic surveys at the Grove Road/ High
Street junction, requesting traffic calming methods following the
responses received from the recent questionnaire (listed separately),
reporting problems following the Footpaths Walk, and consultation
responses. Consideration has also been given to requests from
Rowstock residents about traffic calming methods there – this is for
further discussion.
Donations were made by the council to The Abingdon Bridge, The RBL
Poppy Appeal and BeFree Young Carers.
The External Audit was completed in September, with no major issues
noted
–
findings
are
posted
at
https://www.harwellparish.co.uk/finance/.
No candidates came forward to fill the remaining casual vacancy on
the council. This position will now remain vacant as regulations
stipulate it cannot be filled by co-option within 6 months of the next
election, which is scheduled for 2nd May 2019 – see separate article.

The council would like to thank schoolchildren, school staff & Miss
Markey for the poppies and stones placed at the war memorial
marking the Centenary of the end of World War 1. A memorial oak
sapling has been planted in the cemetery alongside a commemorative
plaque.
The cleaning of the war memorial in October was paid for by the
council – the contractors did an excellent job and the memorial looked
splendid at the annual Remembrance Sunday parade. The council
would also like to thank Mr Ricketts, Garden Club members and staff
for their efforts to tidy the war memorial and garden in time for the
parade.
There have been 3 parish council meetings and a Lands Committee
meeting since the last issue of the newsletter, in late September,
October & November. Discussions are ongoing on
the council’s Risk Register, which was approved in
September but is being redrafted at length by councillors, and which
ties in with the interim Internal Audit taking place in November,
the website, including future management and the transfer of
the domain name
the recreation ground, including proposals for the new staff
building, improvements to access, tree management, ideas for new
gym and basketball equipment & play equipment, fencing for the play
area, grass cutting, topping up of play bark & maintenance of the
zipwire. Section 106 funding has been or will be applied for these

ED VAIZEY - PARISH NEWS
Earlier this month Michael Gove
announced
a
landmark
Agriculture Bill to replace the
Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP). As we leave the European
Union this Bill will replace the
current rules. The changes
announced
will
gradually
transform the agriculture sector,
giving farmers time to adapt. At
the heart of the Bill is a commitment to tackling climate change. The
Bill also contains a specific provision to enable government to provide
financial assistance to improve productivity. This may have a
significant effect on the farmers in the area, and I look forward to the
changes in the bill being implemented.

The Bank of England is looking for secondary schools from Wantage
and Didcot to take part in their digital media competition about the role
of the Bank. The competition is aimed at students aged 11-18 and
schools are invited to submit a short film on topics which change from
year to year. This year’s title is ‘What will money be like in the future?’
The competition received over 130 entries last year, and if you would
like to enter this year you can find details at
bankofengland.co.uk/education/competitions.
This month I was very pleased to visit Didcot Girls School, turn the first
turf at Grove Business Park and visit EMS Physio, who produce
specialist medical equipment in the Park. I also attended the
commemoration of the centenary of WWI in Didcot, with the dedication
of a centenary field.
A number of new measures were announced in the budget last month.
One I know will be very popular is £420m to fix potholes in England. A
£28.8 billion National Roads Fund, paid for by road tax, is also being
set up, the largest ever of its kind. Overall this Budget marked a turning
point in public finances. Since 2009-2010 the deficit has fallen by fourfifths, from 9.9% to 1.9%. On average, spending on public services will
grow 1.2% above inflation a year from next year until 2023-24. This is
all brilliant news and I am very pleased that our efforts to combat the
deficit over the last eight years are showing results.

Lidl have announced that they are planning to build a new store in
Grove, to be built off Grove Road. A planning application for submitted
to Vale of White Horse District Council on 7th September. I am pleased
that we should soon being getting a greater choice of supermarkets,
although the plans should consider the effect on local traffic. You can
find out more details of the proposals at grove.lidl.co.uk.
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a great success. I was very pleased to host Sir Oliver Letwin MP for a
wide ranging evening covering British politics from Thatcher to May.
Thank you to all who came and asked questions.

Once again UTC Oxfordshire in Didcot is proving itself a trailblazer for
secondary schools in the UK. Last month they officially opened a stateof-the-art cryogenics laboratory, in what’s believed to be a first for a
UK school. Ahead of the first set of projects in November, students will
visit the world-facilities of the Science and Technology Facilities
Council – based at Harwell Campus – to find out more about the
benefits of and uses for cryogenics.

It was a great pleasure to open the new headquarters of Oxford
Immunotec this month. Based in Milton Park and set up here as a startup in 2004, the company is now worth $450m and is helping fight TB.
I was also pleased to visit EMS Physio in Grove and see the progress
on Grove Business Park.

Congratulations to all those involved in organising the excellent
Wantage Literary Festival last month. From talks on history, politics
and sport to comedy and gardening tips the festival was by all account

Your District Council news from your local Cllrs Janet Shelley & Reg Waite

their Christmas presents.

Free parking days in the
run up to Christmas:

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/oxford-to-cambridgeexpressway-road-scheme-update

The annual free parking
tradition is provided by
South Oxfordshire and Vale
of White Horse District
Councils to encourage
people to shop locally for

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/oxford-to-cambridgeexpressway/
Planning application P18/V1826/RM for erection of Healthcare
Centre in Greenwood Way, Harwell, GWP:
Consultation period on this planning application P18/V1826/RM
expired on Friday, 9th November. We will keep you up to date.

Free Christmas parking days also mean people don’t have to pay to
park if they wish to catch up with friends and family in the pubs, cafés
and restaurants found across southern Oxfordshire’s towns during the
festive period.

Funds available for community events at Christmas and in the
New Year:
Groups in the Vale looking to hold an event in the run up to Christmas
(and beyond) are being encouraged to apply for grant funding from the
district council.

Drivers will be able to park without paying for a ticket in South
and Vale car parks on the following days up to 24 December:
South Oxfordshire
•
•
•
•
•

The Vale has more than £6,000 available to support festivals and
events organised by non-profit community organisations.

Didcot – Mondays from 3 December
Goring – Saturdays from 1 December
Henley – Tuesdays from 4 December
Thame – Saturdays from 1 December
Wallingford -Thursdays from 6 December

Grants of up to £1,000 per application are available – they can cover
up to 75 per cent of the total costs of staging an event that is open to
the local community with at least 100 people due to attend.
Enquiries can be made by visiting the Vale’s website –
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/grants

Vale of White Horse
•
•
•

South and Vale Business Awards:

Abingdon – Saturdays from 1 December
Faringdon – Saturdays from 1 December
Wantage – Fridays from 30 November

Local businesses of all sizes are encouraged to submit an application
by no later than midnight, 18th January 2019. Once announced the
finalists of each of 8 categories will be invited to attend a fabulous
awards ceremony at Williams F1 Conference Centre on 15th March
2019.
For
further
information
please
visit
–
www.vale4business.com/svba

On the above days there’s no need to display a ticket.
Oxford to Cambridge Expressway:
Details on this may be found on the government website – please see
the links below –

Call for review of ‘affordable housing’ definition:

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/route-announced-to-unlockfull-potential-of-englands-economic-heartland
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This centre will be 900 sq. (much larger than the existing Northern
Community Building in Didcot on GWP measuring 168 sq.) and consist
of foyer and community café/coffee bar, kitchen, reception, office,
main hall, ancillary hall, large room, meeting room, 2 interview rooms,
creche, creche secure outside space, stores, WCs, police office, plant
rooms and parking.

to consider a more regional based approach to affordable housing
which could reflect local circumstances and salaries.
District Community Centre, Great Western Park – planning
application P17/V0845/RM
A new District Community Centre is to be constructed within Harwell
Parish on GWP development opposite the Station Garden pub/pizza
restaurant.

Completion is expected to be around September/October 2019.

HARWELL SCOUT GROUP NEWS
•
•
•
•

Rowstock,
West Hagbourne,
Upton.
Great Western Park South of Boundary Park only
[Greenwood Way, Harebell Road, Bramble Lane, Orchard
Mews, Chestnut Drive, Cherry Tree Road, Foxglove Way, Ivy
Close, The Poplars and Holly Lane]
Please do not post cards to Didcot, East Hagbourne, Milton, or any
other areas not listed as we will be unable to deliver or return them.

We would like to thank the
villagers who braved the
British elements and came to
the recent Scouts firework
display. The turnout was
excellent again this year. We
now look forward to next year.
We would like to thank
Harwell School, the head Bryn Gibson, and his team for allowing us to
have the event at the school and for helping to make this a successful
night.

When addressing the cards please provide Name of recipient - House
Number and Street – Village/Town (The post code is only required if
the house has a Name as opposed to a Number).

The Scout Christmas Postal Service returns

We do have sad news unfortunately. The scheme has suffered from
low volumes in previous years and unless the volume of post
increases this year’s run will be the last. We do hope residents will
make full use of the Scout Post so that it can be continue into the
future.

The Harwell Scout Christmas postal scheme is back for a further year
for the benefit of those living within our catchment area. For 2018 we
will be placing our boxes in the usual places (see advertisement) and
making deliveries over two weekends. Boxes will be emptied at 4pm
on Thursday’s the 6th and Thursday 13th December with delivery two
to three days thereafter.

Scouting in Harwell continues to flourish with over 170 youth members
currently registered, supported by a large team of volunteer Leaders.
We are always seeking more adult support, should you be new to the
community and have time to give Local Scouting please get in touch
either by calling Brian on 07736 691426 or Mailing
gsl@harwellscouting.org.uk

However, we can only accept cards for delivery to
•
•
•
•

Harwell,
AEA - North and South Drive.
Chilton,
Chilton Fields,

Sunday’s Remembrance Parade – 11th November
This year’s Remembrance Parade and Service
at the Village War Memorial saw a bumper turn
out from the Village in recognition of this the
significant year being 100 years since the end
of WWI.
The Parade marched from Townsend to the
War Memorial in the High Street. Around 200
people in total and 10 Standards, consisting of
the Royal British Legion (RBL) with Local Council representation
(District and Parish), local organisations with the Cadet Forces, Scouts
and Guides completing the line up.
Bagpiper, John McFarlane Horgan, who played a selection of pieces
through the service, accompanied the parade’s arrival.
An estimated 600 villagers attended the Service at the War Memorial
conducted by Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mobey supported by Kate Evans
leading the singing.
A collection for the Poppy Appeal went around the Memorial and
raised £200.06.

Dr Tony Hughes sounded the Last Post prior to Two Minutes Silence
being observed. Wreaths were laid by VOWH DC, Harwell Parish
Council, Royal British Legion Harwell, Harwell History Group, The
Harwellian Club, Didcot Detachment Army Cadets, 2410 (Didcot) Sqn
Air Cadets, Harwell Scouts and the Milbrook Girl Guides
Following the service, The Parade marched to St Matthew’s Church,
where upon the arrival the Standards formed a Guard of Honour at the
entrance to the Church. Rev Pam Rolls joined by Rev Mobey took the
service with Readings from Reg East and Joan Impey.
In the Village Hall at the same time as the service in church there was
an activity session for primary-aged children and refreshments were
served.
After the Church Service, RBL Branch Members attended the War
Memorial at the Commonwealth War Graves in Harwell Cemetery
where a wreath was laid.
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We were really pleased to be
involved in the 100 years Armistice
Day commemorations in a variety of
ways. You will probably have seen
the 100 poppies made by the children
and 100 decorated stones which
children in classes 1 to 4 took to the
memorial with me on Friday 9th
November. Battered by storms that
evening, they poppies were restored
to look their best in time for the
Sunday service by a host of volunteers (thank you). In addition, we
have had displays in the school reception, the hall and around the
school, as well as the children taking part in the poppy collection. The
pupils also immaculately partook in a minute’s silence at 11am on the
Friday morning and we were delighted to be joined by Reg East from
the RBL for this.

the school in this hugely enriching and rewarding way, please do get
in touch.
With warm regards
Bryn Gibson

Wanted Governors for Harwell Primary School.
Harwell Primary school was judged good in all areas at the last
OFSTED inspection (May 2017) and continues to improve. This is
partly due to a strong governing body. Governors sit on the Governing
body for four years and there will be vacancies during this academic
year. We are looking for people who are passionate about the
education of the children at Harwell school and who have time and
energy to give to the school.

We recently hosted the annual Scouts Firework display - as always,
this was an incredibly spectacular display.

The purpose of Governance is to provide confident54 ui8 strategic
leadership and create robust accountability. The functions are to
ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction; hold education
leaders to account and oversee the financial performance of the
organisation making sure that money is well spent.

We were delighted to hear in September that we were a beneficiary of
a grant from The Feast Committee which has been spent on three new
brightly coloured picnic benches for the playground made from
recycled plastic - thank you so much.

The Governing body consists of 13 individuals who come from a
variety of backgrounds and bring a range of skills. They are willing to
undertake more specific Governor training. We are particularly looking
for people with skills in the HR field. However, we are also looking for
people who value education and are willing to become part of a
forward looking team. Being a governor at Harwell Primary is a
rewarding experience, working as part of a friendly and committed
team and providing opportunities for personal and professional
development.

As I write, we are getting ready to welcome prospective new parents
to our Open Morning and Open Evening on November 20th.
We have just welcomed our Year 6 pupils back from their residential
visit to Yenworthy - a highlight of their year. Being away from home
helps them to develop resilience and independence. The activities
which include surfing, rock climbing and moorland walks help them to
take managed risks, develop interpersonal skills and build teamwork.
Every day and every situation are an opportunity to learn and most
importantly, everyone has bags of FUN!

If you are interested, please contact:
Ann Parham Chair of Governors
Bryn Gibson Headteacher
Jane Moreton Clerk to the Governing Body

We are looking forward to our annual Parents decoration morning,
KS2 Concert, KS1 Nativity, the Mummers Play and carol singing
around the village led by Year 4. The children from Foundation Class,
Years 1 and 2 will visit The Cornerstone Theatre to watch a
performance of The Pied Piper.
On Friday December 8th it is our annual Christmas Fair and Christmas
Tree Festival in conjunction with Little Pippins pre-school. We look
forward to welcoming the wider community to the school that evening
from 5.30 to 7.00. Come and meet the real reindeer, look for Christmas
presents, have a go at the games, mulled wine and mince pies, raffle
and so much more!
Being a community school is an important part of our identity and we
are grateful for our committed volunteers who support reading
throughout the school. If you would be able to spare some time to help
listen to children read, please do contact us.
Elsewhere in this edition of Harwell News, you will see an item about
becoming a school governor. If you might be interested in supporting
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Harwell WI

Harwell WI goes from strength to
strength. Not only do we have the new
walking group (‘Walk and Talk’) but we
have also just inaugurated a Theatre
Group. Their first outing was to
‘Shakespeare in Love’ at the Oxford Playhouse in November.

donated.
Artist Christine Green was the speaker at our November
meeting. She had previously run a very successful paper
cutting workshop for us. This time she was demonstrating
how to make fabulous fabric Christmas decorations.

But back to October...our trip, on a sunny day, to Bletchley
Park was a great success. There was so much to see and
understand that some of us are hoping to return there.

Our December meeting, on Wednesday 12th at 7.30 p.m. will
be a more Christmasy social and ‘fun’ event - an evening of
delicious food, wine and soft drinks, and a seasonal quiz.

Jeff Rozelaar, our speaker for our October meeting, kept us
amused with anecdotes about his family and the ‘goings on’
in his part of London after WW2. At the meeting we were also
very pleased to congratulate again our talented member
Priscilla Sadler who will hold the Mary Turner Salver for a year
after gaining the maximum number of points for entries from
WI members at the Harwell Produce Show.

Into the New Year...on 9 January 2019, we are looking
forward to hearing David Marsh talking about his
photographic exploits in ‘Behind the Lens/Travels with David’.

The ‘Walk and Talk’ participants explored the new
developments at Great Western Park, and, in November,
they walked up to the Chilton Garden Centre. Both walks
included a coffee stop on the way. Similar relaxed local
rambles are planned for the new year.

Some of us, particularly the Knit and Natter circle, have, over
the last months, been knitting jumpers for a children’s
orphanage in Africa. We are now also getting involved in The
Big Knit for AgeUK Oxfordshire - making little pom-pom hats
to put on Innocent Smoothie bottles. Innocent will make a
donation to AgeUK for each ‘hatted’ bottle that is sold. The
Knitters meet at The Hart each Monday evening at 7.30 p.m.
If knitting is your ‘thing’ please join us.

The Oxfordshire Federation of WIs Christmas Campaign is
focusing on food poverty, and we are being encouraged to
donate to our local food banks.

Our Big T at the Village Hall on 4 November raised £200 for
the local charity, Didcot TRAIN, which supports vulnerable
young people in the area. Thank you to all who attended and
We also have our weekly coffees and pastries hour at The
Hart. If you are at a loose end on Wednesday mornings you
are very welcome to join us there, too, at 10.30.

harwellwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk,
harwellwi.org.

For more information about any of our activities please contact
our secretary Penny Marsh on 01235 835430, or email
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St. Matthew’s Church Tower
For many years at Christmas the tower has been adorned with
a brightly lit cross and Christmas Tree, spreading good cheer
across the village. In recent years the tower has also been
floodlit. This year the church ‘heavy gang’ will put everything up,
including the tree inside the church, on 1st December.
This year though you may have noticed that the tower has been
embraced by scaffolding. This is because just under a year ago
it was noticed that some of the rendering on the west wall (the
one with the clock) was beginning to detach, so it needed
investigation and repair. It has taken quite a long time to
organize and get approval for this work, and once it was
underway removal of the rendering exposed the need for more
repairs to the underlying stonework than we could have
anticipated. Until this is done bell ringing has been curtailed as
a precaution against further damage. The tower is not only the
tallest landmark in Harwell, but also one of the oldest, having
been built almost 800 years ago. So, it is not surprising that it
needs some occasional ‘TLC’.
This though is expensive, and the extra work will not only take
longer than we hoped, but also cost more than the £14,500 we
were expecting. Every year villagers have been invited to put £2
coins in the church wall safe if they enjoy the Christmas lights,
to help pay for the cost. If you can add something towards the
cost of the repairs this year that would be a great help. Any
donation, large or small would be much appreciated, either put
in the wall safe inside the church or, if you need more
information, contact the church office on 01235 834256, or the
church bookkeeper Nick Clarke on 01235 820760.

A Date for Your Diary is Fri and
Saturday 15th and 16th March when
The Harwell Players will put on a
musical production in St Matthew’s
Church. ‘Can’t Do Joseph’, a play
about putting on a play will entertain
you and showcase some hidden
musical talent in our village. All
proceeds from the shows will be
contributed to The Church Tower
Renovation Fund. Further details in
the next edition of Harwell News and
on The Harwell Community Facebook
page. Tickets will be available in due
course from Bobs.
Janice Markey, Producer, The
Harwell Players
9
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Harwell Gardeners’ Club
The December meeting on 3rd December will be the AGM and
Christmas party and will be held in St Matthew’s Church at 7.30
p.m.
The January meeting will be a talk on ‘Plant Hunting in Japan’
by Timothy Walker. This will be at 7.30 p.m. Venue to be
confirmed.
New members are always welcome. Our annual subscription,
due in January, is £12.
You may have noticed that we carried out some improvements
to the War Memorial gardens prior to Armistice Day. We
removed the dead hebe plants and put in 2 dozen new plants
plus 2 ‘Remembrance’ roses.
This planting was funded by The Harwell Feast Committee who
gave us a grant of £250. Special thanks must go to Martin
Ricketts who gave many hours of his time replacing the wooden
retaining sides and laying new turf. We were also very pleased
that the children of Harwell School and Little Pippins created a
beautiful poppy installation for Armistice Day.
Several of our members also tend the gardens at Didcot
Hospital from which the staff and patients gain much pleasure.
We are also involved in helping with the recently created
Sensory Garden at Harwell School.
Janice Markey, Chairman, Harwell Gardeners’ Club
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Harwell Parish History Group
The first year of monthly talks arranged by the HPHG has just
finished. Considerable thanks are owed to Kath Luker, who
organised an astonishingly varied and high quality programme,
covering a range of historical topics from railways, cars,
marmalade and maps to the Northern Lights, the Women’s
Suffrage Movement and Anglo-Saxon archaeology. Numbers
attending the talks at one point reached 50, while feedback was
positive. Therefore in 2019, the HPHG will presents series of
about 6 talks, the first three early in the year and the second
three in the Autumn, avoiding the months when people are most
likely to be on holiday. The first two talks of the series will be on
Harwell’s Geering Almshouses (16th January) and on Frost
Fairs and Little Ice Age (20th March) – details below. The
complete programme will be in the next issue of the Harwell
News.

Do take a look at our displays on local history and its national
links in the Heritage Centre –the foyer of the Village Hall. Once
again, our thanks are owed to the Harwell Feast Committee who
have provided another grant for printing and lamination of such
display posters and whose ongoing support has been
invaluable.
The group hopes to put on another exhibition in 12 – 18 months’
time, the working title of which is “Church, Chapel and School”
– in the past, religion and education were closely linked.
The HPHG will happily give help where it can to any local group
interested in local or national history. Contact
janemcard@waitrose.com
JMC et al.

HARWELL CEMETERY

INTERNAL AUDITOR REQUIRED

Headstones and memorials in the
cemetery and churchyard need to be
checked at least annually. The Council
Cemetery Worker, Mr Russell, performs
these checks and reports any problems
to the Council. No major problems have
been identified this year, but if anyone
has any concerns, please inform the
Clerk on clerk@harwellparish.co.uk.

Harwell Parish Council is looking for a
self-employed internal auditor to carry
out the council’s internal audit in
April/May 2019, plus an interim audit
later in the year. Payment would be via
invoice.
Please contact the clerk if you are
interested; clerk@harwellparish.co.uk.

Parish Council Elections 2019
Would you like to become a parish councillor?
Parish council elections will take place in May 2019. For anyone interested in becoming a parish councillor,
information is available on the Electoral Commission website, which will be updated in advance of the
elections, or from Vale of White Horse District Council Electoral Services Team. Or you can talk to one of
the current parish councillors!
Basic qualifications for standing as a parish councillor include
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You must be 18 or over and an elector in the parish
You must be a British, EU or eligible Commonwealth citizen
You must have owned or rented land in the parish for the 12 months previous to the election date
Or worked in the parish for the 12 months previous to the election date
Or lived in the parish or within 3 miles of it in the 12 months previous to the election date
You must not be employed by the council
You must not have been the subject of a bankruptcy order
You must not have been sentenced to a term of imprisonment longer than 3 months during the 5
years previous to the election date

For more information, check www.electoralcommission.org.uk or Electoral Services 01235 422407.

11

The Harwell News

issue213

12

The Harwell News

issue213

Festive, Fun this Christmas with the Park Club’s 5K Charity Santa Run,
taking place on Milton Park, Oxfordshire.
The Park Club on Milton Park
are organising some festive,
fun this Christmas through the
5K charity Santa Run, to be
held on Friday 14th
December 2018. The event
starts at 12:30 from outside
the Park Club gym and is open to all abilities with everyone able
to take part, by running, jogging or walking the route.

in January 2014. His achievements are an inspiration and show
what can be achieved despite the barriers put in your way.

The event is a great way to get into the festive spirit and most
importantly have fun! It is a £10 entry fee and this year we are
providing Santa suits for all participants, as well as an open day
and other fundraising activities to raise money for this year
chosen charity, Parkinson’s UK. Prizes will be available for
fastest man and women, and we are calling everyone to come
down and challenge themselves for a great cause.

Richard Claydon, Group Health & Wellbeing Manager for Park
Club commented, “We are delighted to bring back the Santa
Run event this year and hope to make it bigger and better! Last
year was a great success and we are calling on everyone to join
us again this year to raise money for Parkinson’s UK. We want
to encourage all abilities and fitness levels to take part,
challenge yourself and get into the Christmas spirit.”

This year’s charity has been chosen in support of the great work
by Park Club member, Alex Flynn. After being diagnosed with
Parkinson’s in June 2008 at the age of 36, Alex has gone on to
complete many marathons and ultra marathons to raise funding
to find a cure, achieving his target distance of 10 million meters

To
register
for
the
event
please
visit
www.parkclub.co.uk/miltonparksantarun or for any further
questions please contact us on info@parkclub.co.uk.

Oxfordshire Citizens Advice
People who have difficulty paying
their energy bills might be able to
take advantage of the Warm Home
Discount, a new kind of grant offered
by the government and energy
suppliers.

- They were with an energy supplier that is part of the scheme;
and
- They were receiving the Guarantee Credit element of Pension
Credit; and
- Their name (or their partner's name) was on the bill.
If you don't receive the discount automatically, you might be
eligible if you have a low income and receive certain meanstested benefits. Bear in mind that energy suppliers could have
different eligibility rules.

The Warm Home Discount is a scheme that provides people on
low incomes with a single discount of £140 on their winter
electricity bill. (You might be able to get the discount applied to
your gas bill instead - contact your supplier to find out.)

Applications for the discount open at different times for each
supplier and people who are not auto-enrolled need to apply as
soon as possible to improve their chances.

The discount will not affect your Cold Weather Payment or
Winter Fuel Payment.
Not all energy suppliers are part of the scheme. You can contact
your supplier to see if they offer the discount. (If the supplier
doesn’t, you might want to switch to a supplier that does.)

Further details are available from https://www.gov.uk/the-warmhome-discount-scheme
Citizens Advice can help. Contact us in person during opening
hours or on the telephone (Adviceline 03 444 111444). For
locations of offices and opening hours see
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale

Most people who are eligible will receive the discount
automatically, without having to apply. This will be the case if,
on 8 July 2018:
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Primary school admissions
Important dates for parents of children born between 1
September 2014 & 31 August 2015
OCC has advised that important dates for school entries
for September 2019 are as follows:
15 January 2019 – closing date for on time applications
Parents must apply by this date, online at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions or on paper forms
available from the OCC website or a local school
16 April 2019 – letters offering school places will be posted
second class

Needing a new CV, or need to polish up your
current CV?
Worried about preparing for an interview?
Contact Andrew Lewis - a fast, local service
based in Harwell
for help in securing your dream job!
01235 416093
Andrew944@me.com
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Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education Centre events February 2019
Family Event: Love your Birds
Tuesday 19th, Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st
February 2019; 10:00am-3:00pm

Workshop: Feathering the Nest
Friday 22nd February 2019; 10:00am-12noon
Join us on our beautiful nature reserve this half term to make a
birdie pamper pack and tweat the birds in your garden this
winter. Come prepared to make your own bird box and whip up
tasty bird snacks to take home. All children must be
accompanied by an adult. Please remember to come dressed
for the weather.

Come discover the fascinating world of birds! Feathery frolics
for all the family on our beautiful nature reserve. Find out what
the birds are up to and how you can help them through the
chilly winter months. All children must be accompanied by an
adult. Please remember to come dressed for the weather.
This event is suitable for children who are 4 years old and
over. £5 per child. BOOKING ESSENTIAL.

This event is suitable for children who are 8 years old and
over. No accompanying under 8s please! £10 per child.
BOOKING ESSENTIAL.

Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust
Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education Centre, 01235 862024
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Carers Oxfordshire
Additional Resource for Carers

doing this, but we know that sometimes carers want to be able
to access support from home, when they feel they’re ready to
do it. The Digital Resource for Carers is perfect for this, carers
can get advice and information at any time of the day or night
for free”.

Additional support for carers, brought to you by Action for
Carers Oxfordshire in collaboration with Carers UK.
Action for Carers Oxfordshire is joining forces with national
charity Carers UK to offer support to unpaid carers via an
online platform that can be accessed 24/7. Unpaid carers of
people living in Oxfordshire will have free, anytime access to
the Digital Resource for Carers, an online environment that
hosts a range of resources to help carers manage care and
caring.

The Digital Resource for Carers includes:
•
About Me: building resilience for carers
•
Jointly: a care co-ordination app for people sharing
care
•
The role of good nutrition when caring for someone:
•
Upfront Guide to Caring: a simple assessment tool
•
Looking after someone: Carers Rights Guide
•
Being Heard: a self-advocacy guide•
•
Technology and care
•
Plus, links to local information and support for carers
in Oxfordshire

Michelle Evans, Development Manager for Action for Carers
Oxfordshire goes on to say:
We know there is a need to be able to access support and
information in a range of ways. We are making it easier for
carers to get the support they need when they need it.
“We certainly recognise the needs of carers who find it difficult
to get out of the home or whose work commitments make it
difficult to access essential information, advice and support.

To find out more about the Digital Resource for Carers visit
carersdigital.org and create a new account by using code
DGTL4822. If you would like to find out about our accessible
college courses for Carers, or our home visits please contact
Tracey Desmond Tel 01235 520463 or email
traceydesmond@carersoxfordshire.org.uk

We already provide support by visiting homes and offering
easily accessible college courses in local areas, we won’t stop

Shared Lives Campaign
Do you have a spare room in your house?

No matter what type of arrangement our carers provide, they
all receive on-going support and training from a team of
qualified social workers to ensure delivery of high quality,
person centred care. They could also be paid up to just over
£400 per week for each person they support.

Share your home and make a difference
Do you feel that you could offer support to someone in order to
make a difference to their life? If so, you could be just the
person we are looking for!!

There are also regular opportunities to meet up with other
carers and people who use the service at social and
information events so a wider support network is also
available.

The Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme supports carers to
provide paid care and support in their own home to vulnerable
adults.
People who use the service need practical and emotional
support in order to live their lives more fully and independently
and feel part of a family household. They may have a learning
disability, physical disability or mental health need or they
could be an older person or someone with dementia.

If you have a spare room to offer and would like to play a key
part in making a positive difference to someone’s life, then we
really want to hear from you!
Call the Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme on 01865 897971
or visit our website www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives.

Here in Oxfordshire we are keen to recruit people from all
walks of life who feel they can offer this type of paid support in
their own home. It could be anything from occasional short
breaks or day time support through to a longer term full time
arrangement. The support that our carers give makes a huge
difference to the lives of people using the service, often
enabling them to experience new opportunities and reach new
goals.

We are also holding a drop-in session for people to come and
find out more about the service by chatting to other carers,
social workers from the Shared Lives Team and people using
the service. This will be held on Thursday 6th December
between 1.00 pm and 2.30 pm at Abbey House, Abbey Close,
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3JD. We look forward to meeting you!!
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Could you adopt with PACT?
Adoption charity Parents and Children Together (PACT) is
appealing for a forever family for a busy and bubbly two-and-ahalf year-old girl called Jasmine.

their forever families.
PACT adopters can be couples or single people, of all ages,
ethnicities and backgrounds.

Described as a happy and sociable
little girl, Jasmine has some
developmental
delay
and
suspected
Foetal
Alcohol
Syndrome. PACT is looking for an
adoptive family who would be
comfortable with Jasmine's health
needs and able to offer her a
nurturing and loving environment.

PACT Chief Executive Jan Fishwick OBE said: “I would urge
anyone who thinks they can provide a loving, secure home to
Jasmine, or a child or children like her who need it, to please get
in touch with us to find out more.”
One PACT adopter said: “We couldn’t imagine our lives without
children now and it all started with an initial enquiry with PACT.
This has been an amazing journey for us and if it is something
that you are considering, when the time is right for you, PACT
will be there to hold your hand throughout every stage.”

PACT is looking for a home for
Jasmine through its Finding Families Together service, which it
provides to local authorities for children who have been waiting
a long time to be adopted.

For more information about Jasmine, including a film about her,
see www.pactcharity.org/jasmine

Jasmine, who has been in foster care for 18 months, is one of
more than 2,000 children in England waiting to be adopted. In
the South East children waiting to be adopted outnumber
adopters by three to one.

To find out more about adopting with PACT see
www.pactcharity.org/adoption where you can download a brief
guide to adoption, see the answers to some frequently asked
questions about adoption, read the stories of people who have
adopted with PACT and find out about PACT’s adoption
information events coming up.

PACT, which offers outstanding Ofsted-rated adoption services
to families across the South East, is one of the leading
independent adoption charities in the country. Last year the
charity helped transform the lives of 82 children by finding them

For more information please call 0300 456 4800 or email
enquiries@pactcharity.org
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Oxfordshire Citizens advice
Citizens Advice offers haven for "hate
crime” victims

go to report incidents.

You can report a hate incident or hate crime even if it wasn't directed
at you personally.

Victims and witnesses of hate crime in
south Oxfordshire who are unwilling to talk
directly to the police now have a place to

Contact Citizens Advice in person during opening hours or on the
telephone (Adviceline 03 444 111444). For locations of offices and
opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshiresouth-vale

Since July 2018, Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale has
become a "hate crime reporting centre", providing a safe environment
where you can tell specially trained staff what happened to you.
Citizens Advice staff and volunteers can then act on your behalf,
contacting the police if you want this, and referring you to "Victims
First", a service which will provide the support you need to recover
from your experience.
Hate incidents or crimes are acts of violence or hostility directed at
people because of their personal characteristics or because of what
other people think those characteristics are. For example, you might
be verbally abused in the street because you are disabled or gay, or
because somebody thinks you are.
Hate incidents are commonly sparked off by people's prejudices over
disability, race, religion or sexual orientation. These incidents take
many forms, including threats and harassment, verbal abuse,
intimidation, physical attacks, hate mail or online abuse, or damage to
your home or car.
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Other than where stated and in reports of parish
council matters any opinions expressed are not those
of the parish council
Items for the February issue should be sent by
January 15th to news@harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High
Street, Tel: 01235 835430
If you know someone who has not received their copy,
then email newsrounds@harwellparish.co.uk
Advertising queries to the clerk
Parish Contact Information
All contact information can also be found on the
parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk
Phone: 07749 361957
Post to: Clerk, Harwell PC, Harwell Village Hall, High
Street, Harwell, OX11 0EX
Core office hours, in the Village Hall, are 9am to 4pm
Monday
District Councillors
Janet.Shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Reg.Waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Campus Ward: Mike.Murray@causewayland.com
County Councillor:
Mike.Fox-Davies@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
073939 79510
MP Ed Vaizey
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA.
020 7219 6350
dicksonce@parliament.uk
Harwell News edited by Tracey Pearson
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