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Welcome to the Spring April edition of The Harwell News.   
 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in the Orchard Hall on 
Thursday 11thApril, starting at 7.30 pm. This is your meeting, not a 
council meeting, so come along and voice your opinions, suggest ideas 
or just listen and find out what other people have been doing in the 
parish. 

 

The Harwell News 
www.harwellparish.co.uk 

 
VOLUNTEERS STILL REQUIRED 

 
To help deliver Harwell News on Great Western Park. 

 
We already have volunteers delivering to around 140 addresses 
within Harwell parish on Great Western Park, but there are 
more homes occupied now than we can deliver to with existing 
volunteers. 
 
Please contact the parish clerk if you can help. Email: 
clerk@harwellparish.co.uk 
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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL SUMMARY 
 
There were council meetings in February and March.  
 
The council commented on several planning applications at each 
meeting– details are posted on the website planning pages- and a 
response to the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 was agreed. Advice will be 
sought from VWHDC about the site of a new shed in the cemetery. 
At the February councillor surgery, residents had some questions 
about the defibrillator, which the council will follow up. 
Among other queries from residents were concerns about the Grove 
Road chicanes and surface, complaints about dog fouling, questions 
about bus shelters and requests for dog bins on Great Western Park 
(roads in Great Western Park have not been handed over to the 
authorities yet by the developers). OCC and VWHDC have been 
advised where necessary and will report back. There were also 
comments on the newsletter which were discussed and passed on 
to the editors. 
Some time ago, the Trustees of the Frances Geering Almshouse 
Trust had requested a handrail and repairs to the steps near the war 
memorial. The clerk had been liaising with OCC as the land is 
Highway verge – minor repairs will be carried out in due course by 
OCC, but the council was not in favour of a handrail at the steps as it 
would not be aesthetically pleasing in that location, the steps lead 
directly to the road, without a pavement at the bottom, and this in 
itself would create blind spots and limit visibility along the road – 
council did not want to encourage use of the steps as a means of 
getting across the road at that point, and because there are 
alternative safer exits from the almshouses to the road. 
Section 106 funding will shortly be released for the recreation 
ground access project- this will include improvements at the Reading 
Road entrance for the Feast and football tournament, planters and 

some solar lighting in the car park, and gates at the car park 
entrance. There are some ongoing problems with release of the 
S106 funds for the new staff building; the council decided to apply 
for planning permission, and the architect presented drawings. The 
council has been building up reserves for recreation ground projects 
such as the new staff building but it is hoped that the S106 funds will 
eventually be released.  
The scout group has continued to progress with refurbishing the 
pavilion but clearance of the artex ceilings has revealed higher 
grade asbestos which needed extra clearance work. This is under 
way using a specialist company, which the council agreed to pay for. 
The zipwire has now been repaired and is in use again. 
A group of young people contacted the council to ask for a section of 
astroturf and a net on the goal on the recreation ground. The council 
intends to provide an astroturf pitch as part of a multi use games 
area – this project will be discussed further before a final decision is 
made, and residents’ ideas are welcome. 
The Risk Register is an ongoing item which the council is 
progressing with, the cemetery regulations were updated, and a new 
Privacy Policy has been approved.  
The annual Footpaths Walk has been set for September 8th, with Ms 
Medley agreeing to be organiser. 
A new Internal Auditor has been appointed. 
The Annual Parish Meeting (11th April) agenda items will include 
traffic calming on Grove Road, gates at the rec entrance, 
pavilion/scouts update, Great Western Park (land management etc, 
including Boundary Park), staff building project. The Council has 
posted on Facebook offering local organisations the opportunity to 
speak at the meeting.

ED VAIZEY - PARISH NEWS 
This month I have met with Ministers in Westminster to discuss two important local issues: Health care and rail links.  I met with Andrew 
Jones the Rail Minister, alongside his officials  and Network Rail and Great Western. The Minister and I led discussions focussing on 
improvements along the Great Western Railway line, the potential for reopening Grove Station as part of a strategic project to develop commuter 
stations between Oxford and Bristol, and improved connectivity between Heathrow Airport and stations to the west, so one might travel direct to 
Heathrow from Reading for example rather than having to into London and then back out to Heathrow. I will be looking at the East West Rail 
scheme and the Cotswold Line Promotion Group for inspiration in how to build a business case for improvements to commuter services between 
Oxford & Bristol and hope that colleagues in Parliament with stations along that route might join me. 

I also met with Health Minister Caroline Dinenage. Alongside colleagues from Oxfordshire County Council, Oxfordshire Clinical Commissing 
Group, Oxford Health and Vale of White Horse District Council the Minister and I led discussions on how we could improve Primary Care provision 
in the constituency.  We discussed the ongoing situation in Wantage as well as our plans to develop new health hubs, both at an improved Health 
Centre in Wantage and plans for a new health hub in Didcot.  In the constituency I have met with a number of residents and local businesses this 
month, including meeting with GPs in Wantage, The Thames Valley Police Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner, Residents of Alfredston 
Place in Wantage who are receiving poor service from their managing agent, and a visit to the Environmental Education Centre in Sutton 
Courtenay hosted by the Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust. I was also delighted to join local charity Mission Motorsport at Royal Hospital 
Chelsea to celebrate the launch of their new initiative Mission Automotive. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing issues that you would like help with. You can contact me on any matter at the House of 
Commons, SW1A 0AA, dicksonce@parliament.uk or 01235 768 888. Email is the quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very 
close eye on my emails and can reply very quickly. Details of my activities in Parliament can be read on my website, https://www.vaizey.com. I 
also send out occasional general interest emails about developments in the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. You can sign up 
here: http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP. 
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STANDLAKE	MUSEUM	RESOURCE	CENTRE

I’m	writing	on	behalf	of	the	Textile	curator	at	Standlake	
Museum	Resource	Centre	who	is	asking	if	any	local	
residents	have	old	photographs	of	family	members	
wearing	agricultural	smocks,	ideally	these	should	have	
either	an	Oxfordshire	or	Berkshire	provenance.	

If	you,	or	anyone	you	know	can	help	please	
contact	Sam.vandegeer@Oxfordshire.gov.uk	

	

	
	

 
 

  HARWELL  WI 
 

 
It’s appropriate that Spring sees the launch of Harwell WI’s new 
programme of speakers and events for the coming months. 
Having treated ourselves to chocolate at our March meeting (after 
the much less important Annual Meeting procedures!), our April 
offering (on 10th) continues the appeal to the senses, with ‘Gentle 
Yoga and Neal’s Yard Aromatherapy’ brought to us by Hazel 
Faithfull. 
 
And, for a visual treat, a group of us will be visiting Highclere Castle 
on 15 April. Later in the week, seven of us will be attending the New  
Theatre in Oxford, as part of the OFWI centenary celebrations, to  
see the show ‘Calendar Girls’ – about the WI members who posed 
for a fundraising calendar in 1999. 
Also, in April, two delegates from Harwell will attend meetings to 
learn about the proposed resolutions on two important social issues 
which will be put before members later in the year for taking forward  
as a national campaign. The proposed resolutions are: ‘A call 
against the decline in local bus services’ and ‘Don’t fear the smear’. 
We will be discussing the proposed resolutions at our meeting in 
May. 
You may notice that Harwell village is looking particularly spick and 
span. On 30 March our members donned yellow jackets and, armed 
with litter pickers, took part in the Great British Spring Clean, giving 
an extra boost to the excellent job already performed by the village’s 
own regular groundsmen.  
The day before (29th) our Walk and Talk Group met again for a local 
ramble. The next one takes place on Friday 26 April. 
 
 

On 26 March the Centenary Annual Meeting of the Oxfordshire 
Federation (OFWI) took place at the Kassam Stadium with 600 
members attending from all over Oxfordshire. Our new President 
went as a delegate, and three of our members joined her as 
observers - and to participate in the celebrations. They were 
privileged to hear Helen Sharman (the First British woman 
astronaut), Emma Bridgewater (of pottery fame), and Lynne 
Stubbings (the NFWI Chair) delivering the keynote addresses. 
As for February, at our meeting, Kevin Little, fishmonger in ‘Smelly 
Alley’ in Reading, lived up to expectation with his amusing talk about 
his family business – its history, memorable colleagues and 
customers, as well as encounters with officialdom over some 
unusual fishy produce.  We were also pleased to have a member of 
Didcot TRAIN’s youth team to talk about their work in the area, and 
what our Big T fundraising money was used for – a Christmas meal, 
which many of their young clients wouldn’t otherwise have had the 
chance to experience. 
Members of our Theatre Group went to see ‘Made in Dagenham’ at 
the Oxford Playhouse. 
All our regular monthly meetings take place in the Cherry Hall, 
Harwell Village Hall, at 7.30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of the 
month (except for August). Informal get-togethers take place at The 
Hart on Monday evenings with our Knit and Natter circle; coffee and 
pastries at The Hart on Wednesday mornings; and, of course, our 
monthly Walk and Talk rambles.  Newcomers are always welcome.  
If you would like to know more, please call our Secretary on 01235 
835430.  We also have a website harwellwi.org; and an email 
address – harwellwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk. 
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HARWELL SCHOOL 
 
Half term was really busy here at Harwell School. As a Community 
Primary School we are very fortunate to benefit hugely from 
community support and this was clearly on show during half term 
when parents helped to redecorate Class 1. It looks lovely and has 
made such a difference to the learning environment for the children. 
 
Contractors were also busy in the school hall which has been 
transformed 
 

 
 

 
We also took advantage of the unseasonably warm weather at the 
start of the new half term and the children ate lunch outside for the 
first three days of the new half term. 

 
The children thoroughly enjoyed their two workshops in January - 
skipping and construction - and will shortly enjoy a tennis taster day. 
 
Internet safety is really important and we have recently had a visit as 
part of the NSPCC ‘Speak Out Stay Safe’ campaign including a 
parent workshop. Year 6 also had a ‘staying safe’ transition 
workshop with Wizard Theatre. 
 
World Book Day saw the children and staff dressed as book 
characters. I am always delighted to see the children and staff join in 
enthusiastically. The whole school also enjoyed watching a 
performance of Pinocchio on the same afternoon. 
 
School governors are crucial to the supportive running of the school 
and I am delighted that we have been successful in our search for 
new governors with the necessary skills and commitment .  
 
I was delighted with the success of the  joint Harwell School & Little 
Pippins ‘Ball’ on Saturday March 9th - please see a report from the 
organising team elsewhere in this edition of Harwell News. 
 
Warm regards 
 
Bryn Gibson 

 
HARWELL SCOUT GROUP NEWS 

The group continues to flourish with nearly 160 youth members 
divided into age related sections all of whom are now looking to the 
summer months and their real “Out and About Scouting”. Aside from 
the weekly meetings which will themselves reap the opportunities of 
the better weather a number of weekend experiences are coming 
together.  The second May bank holiday weekend will see the whole 
Scout group attending the Harwell feast where we will again have a 
significant presence - please be sure to visit our Cream Tea tent and 
buy some tombola tickets.  

The refurbishment of the former Sports Pavilion on Harwell 
Recreation ground progressing. Should anyone be skilled in 
Plasterwork, Electricals or Plumbing and be willing to support local 
Scouting using these skills then we would be very pleased to hear 
from you, the tasks are quite small to those who know what they are 
doing.  

Nationally Scouting continues to be very popular and this is the 
same here in Harwell so if you are within the circulation of this 
broadsheet and want your child to join Beavers when he/she 
reaches the qualifying age PLEASE get their name on our waiting 
list. If you leave it until after they are old enough it may be too late! 
Our Cub Scouts and Scout sections are currently full however still 
get in touch as someone may move on. Anyone new to our village 
where Children have previously been Scouts elsewhere would be 
given priority.  

Our capacity to grow as a Group depends entirely on our Volunteer 
Leaders. Should you be inclined to explore how you might assist 
PLEASE get in touch. The only pre-requisite is you have some spare 
time and are prepared to give it a go. For all enquiries call Brian on 
07736 691426 or e-mail gsl@harwellscouting.org.uk.
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Archaeological finds in Talbot Close 
 

Readers of the last Harwell News may have wondered 
why the blank bit of the page wasn’t used to include a 
picture of the Iron-Age weaving comb if it was so 
special.  Its absence gives me the chance to add a few 
more details about the finds. 

Most Iron-Age combs found in southern England are 
apparently made of antler, but bones from large 
mammals such as horse were also used, as here. The 
bone was split in two to give one flat side and one 
curved which was decorated. The comb is about 
170mm (7”) long; little remains of the 7 teeth that were 
originally at one end but the other end depicts a stylised 
head: 

 
There isn’t a precise dating; it is said to be from the 5th 
to 3rd century BC. Its interest is as the earliest known 
Iron-Age decoration to show a human face. It’s also one 
of only a handful of items giving evidence of domestic 
crafts on this site. 

Mention was made last time of 4 burials, 2 Iron-Age and 
2 Romano-British. The more complete Iron-Age one 
was at the west edge of the site, the remains of a man 
aged about 40, who probably died as a result of a stab 
wound in his back. The other individuals show signs of 
injuries that had healed but this man appears to have 
been stabbed between the shoulder-blades with a thin 
sharp blade and not to have lived long afterwards! 

During the Iron-Age human burial in pits used for 
domestic rubbish was apparently fairly common. Only 
two burials were found in 61 pits examined, which 
suggested to the investigators that there might have 
been a cemetery nearby. 

The bones provide information about the life-styles of 
the individuals. They appear to have had a reasonable 
diet and had led physically active lives. The upper limbs 
and ankles of the Iron-Age man and the Romano-British 
female indicate that they habitually adopted a squatting 
position and took part in activities requiring considerable 
use of their arms. 

The excavations only established the extent of the site 
to the north; to the east, south and west the extent is 
unknown. 

The report was prepared by Steve Thompson of 
Wessex Archaeology with 12 others contributing. It is in 
the journal of the Oxfordshire Architectural and 
Historical Society, volume 85. The figures are 
reproduced with permission of the Society, for which we 
thank them. 

Martin Ricketts 

 
 

U3A 
 
Newly retired or semi-retired and looking for inspiration; a new 
hobby or interest; wanting to make new friends......?  then 
the Didcot & District University of the Third Age (U3A) is exactly 
what you are looking for?!   Monthly meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of every month commencing at 2 o’clock in the 
Didcot Civic Hall!  There are always Committee Members and 
Meeters & Greeters on hand to welcome new members into this 
'National Institution' for semi- or retired individuals wishing to 
continue to Live, Learn and Laugh!, with more than 30 Interest 
Groups for you to choose from, languages, singing, wine 
appreciation, ukulele, Latin, to name but a few but arrive early to 
avoid disappointment! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
In addition to the Interest Groups, there is a monthly Guest 
Speaker and the May and June Speakers will present the following; 
 
16th April - AGM and a talk on ‘Sustainable Didcot’ 
 
21st May - The World of Great Ormond Street Hospital - by 
Martin Harris 
18th June - the Magic & Mystery of Glenn Miller - by Bill King  
 
       Looking forward to see you all there!   
 
 
For further U3A information please contact the following; 
Shirley Rouse - chairman@didcotu3a.org 
Bob Ashby - membership@didcotu3a.org 
or via 
The WorldWideWeb at http://u3asites.org.uk/didcot
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NEWS RELEASE 
18 March 2019 

Specialist Neurological Rehabilitation Service in Oxfordshire rated Outstanding by the CQC 
 
A neurological rehabilitation centre in Oxfordshire has been rated 
‘Outstanding’ by the Care Quality Commission (CQC). 
Orchard House, which opened in 2014 and is run by Christchurch 
Group, provides specialist community-based transitional 
rehabilitation in the village of Harwell in Oxfordshire. It supports 
adults with neurological conditions resulting from injury, illness or 
disease. The service offers accommodation for 9 residents and is a 
Headway Approved Provider.  
Inspectors praised the service for its exceptional care, its strong, 
values-led leadership and their  person-centered approach displayed 
by the registered manager and staff, which provided clear 
therapeutic benefits for patients. The CQC also highlighted how the 
registered manager had ‘continually thought of initiatives to make 
improvements to enhance people's lives and those of the staff.’ 
Alexandra Costa, Christchurch Group’s Registered Home Manager, 
commented: “We strive to ensure those we support are at the heart 
of life here at Orchard House and to create a friendly, welcoming 
environment, so I’m enormously proud to see that recognised.  
“Great credit must go to our fantastic team, including care, therapy, 
governance and support staff, who enable our patients to achieve 
positive outcomes.  Without their diligence and genuinely caring 
approach this would not have been achieved.” 
As part of the inspection, a number of patients, staff and relatives 
were spoken to and encouraged to provide feedback on the support 
they received at the Harwell centre. 

One individual commented: "I feel I am safe and in a good place. I 
have been moved from home to home for a number of years. The 
people and staff are like a second family. I love it here.” 
A relative added: “I am absolutely amazed at the care my daughter 
receives. The staff are really good, they’re always there, anything 
you want you get.” 
Richard McKenzie, Christchurch Group’s Chief Executive Officer, 
added: “I am delighted that Orchard House has been awarded 
‘Outstanding’ status. We are proud to deliver life-changing, 
evidence-based outcomes for adults with neurological conditions. 
 
“An ‘Outstanding’ CQC is testament to the hard work and dedication 
that the staff at Orchard House have put in over the past 12 months. 
We are passionate about providing high quality, person-centred 
care, so to find out this has been recognised through a formal 
inspection is very rewarding.” 
Christchurch Group was established in 1998 to provide high quality 
brain injury rehabilitation within a community setting. The 
organisation has since grown into a leading provider of specialist 
neurological rehabilitation that offers a range of specialist services 
across eight centres in York, Lincoln, Birmingham, Northampton, 
Bedford and Harwell in Oxfordshire. 
 

 
 
 

 
Deadline threatens mixed age couples' benefits  
 

 

Legislation that will come into effect on 15 May 2019 could mean 
difficult choices for mixed-age couples deciding whether to live 
together or separately. 
 
The law has changed so that, from that date, a "mixed age couple" 
(in which one partner is a pensioner and the other is under pension 
age) will be considered to be a "working age couple" for the 
purposes of means-tested benefits. This means that if they apply for 
benefits after that date, they will need to apply for Universal Credit 
instead of Pension Credit, leaving them much worse off 
financially. (The standard rate of Pension Credit guarantee is paid at 
a higher level than the standard rate of Universal Credit.)   
 
From 15 May, both partners in a couple will need to have reached 
state pension age in order to claim Pension Credit or pension-age 
Housing Benefit. 
 
 

Mixed-age couples will face a stark choice between living separately 
so that one of them can receive Pension Credit, or living together 
and claiming Universal Credit. 
 
However, the new ruling only applies to NEW claims, so those 
already receiving pensioner benefits before 15 May will keep those 
benefits unless their circumstances change. 
 
If you are in a mixed-age relationship and claiming or expecting to 
claim benefits, Citizens Advice is encouraging you to examine your 
financial situation before the crucial date of 15 May.  
 
Please bear in mind that claims for Pension Credit can be backdated 
for up to three months. Therefore, on or before 13 August 2019, 
claimants can start to receive these benefits if they meet the 
entitlement conditions on 14 May.  
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Citizens Advice boosts help for Universal Credit claimants  

Citizens Advice has designed a new service to help you and speed 
things up if you are claiming Universal Credit for the first time but 
having problems with the application.  

The "Help to Claim" service will be available in England from 1 April 
2019 over the telephone, face to face, and online through “webchat” 
and Internet content.  

We can advise on your eligibility, set up an email address or 
Universal Credit account, fill in the initial application form, get access 
to a computer, or arrange advance payments. We can also help you 
by ensuring that the right evidence is submitted with your form. And  

 

 

if you only need minimal help with your application, Citizens Advice 
can provide tips if you get stuck.  

As part of its normal service, Citizens Advice also supports people 
who are already receiving Universal Credit.  

The national Freephone number for Help to Claim is 0800 144 8444. 
Telephone and webchat services are available from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
(Monday-Friday)  

For any other issues you might need help with, please telephone the 
Citizens Advice Adviceline on 03 444 111 444.  

Come and see us in person if you prefer. For locations of offices and 
opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-
south-vale

Recreation ground gates 
		
The	council	intends	to	install	gates	at	the	car	park	entrance	to	the	recreation	ground.	Times	of	closure	are	to	be	confirmed.	If	
you	would	like	to	comment	on	the	installation,	please	contact	the	clerk	–	clerk@harwellparish.co.uk	.	You	can	also	comment	at	
the	Annual	Parish	Meeting	on	11th	April,	in	the	Orchard	Hall.	
 
 

Harwell Parish History Group 
 

Two talks from our programme for 2019 have been delivered to 
large audiences and were very well receive. Talks for the rest of the 
year are laid out below. These are held in the Cherry Hall of the 
Village Hall, starting at 7. 30 p.m.. £3.00 entry is charged, largely to 
cover costs. 
In January, Jane Card spoke on the history of the Geering 
Almshouses. She noted the unsuccessful attempt of the husband of 
the foundress, Frances Geering, to seize the money intended for 
their foundation, and the work of their Trustees from 1890s to the 
1920s. March’s speaker was Professor Mike Lockwood, whose talk 
on sightings of the Aurora Borealis in England was last year such a 
smash hit. His topic this time - Frost Fairs, the Little Ice Age& 
Climate Change; the history and art of cold winters in southern 
England combined climatology, history and art, and was, again, 
fascinating.     
On April 17th, Dr. Mike Jewess will be speaking on RAF Harwell to 
Harwell Campus via “The Atomic”: 1937 to the present day. At this 
talk, we are hoping to hear and record memories and reminiscences 
of those who have lived or worked at RAF Harwell, the “Atomic” or 
Harwell Campus during this period in any capacity. Spoken 
reminiscences – personal memories not information gleaned from 
books – are a vitally important type of primary historical evidence. 
PLEASE COME and BE PART of the ORAL HISTORY of Harwell! 

There will then be a 4 month break, to cover the time when most 
people go on holiday, before talks resume in September. They will 
be:   
18.09.2019 Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Recipe 

Books: writing for and by women.  
Malcolm Thick, F.R.Hist.S., will illustrate this 
session with items from his own collection. 

16.10. 2019 The Kennet and Avon Canal, Past and Present   
Charles East, Boatmaster 

20.11.2019 The Art of the Agricultural Smock  Mrs. Patricia 
Cooke, costume historian. 

 
The Harwell Parish History Group researches and designs the 
historical posters in the Heritage Centre (foyer of the Village Hall). 
We hope this year to provide posters not only on local history but on 
national events which affected us all.  Centenaries 2019 include the 
first woman M.P. to take her seat in Parliament; the Treaty of 
Versailles with Germany after World War I, the post-war Spanish ‘flu 
epidemic, the foundation of Bentley Motors, the flight of Alcock and 
Brown across the Atlantic and the Amritsar Massacre.  
If you know of an important local event of 1919, please let us know 
on janemcard@waitrose.com  
J.M.C.   
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Harwell Gardeners Club 
 
Harwell Gardeners Club meets on the 1st Monday of the month. 
Visitors are always welcome. 
Programme:- 
 
April 1st 7.30 p.m. in St Matthew's Church the talk is 'A Year On The 
Allotment' by Alan Williams. 
 
May 6th 7.30 p.m. in St Matthew's Church the talk is ' Dazzling 
Dahlias'  by Nick Dobson. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our annual coach trip is to Kew Gardens on Tuesday 30th July. 
Members £30 Non members £35.  
 
We will have a plant stall at Harwell Feast so do pop along and see 
what flowers, veg or house plants you might like. 
Schedules for The Produce Show ( 14th September) will be 
available on our stall.  
For further information please contact Janice Markey 
on jvmarkey@googlemail.com 
 

The D Day Service at the RAF Harwell Memorial Stone 
 
On the Saturday nearest to the anniversary of D-Day, 
an annual parade and service is held at the RAF 
Harwell Memorial Stone at the Harwell Campus. The 
stone marks the departure point for Servicemen who 
were amongst the first to land on D-Day. This is 
organised by the Royal British Legion (Harwell Branch) 
and supported by the various local companies on the 
Harwell Campus. 
 
This year’s Service recognizes the 75th Anniversary and 
will take place on Saturday 8th June, assembly at the 
stone from 5pm. Legion Standards, Service Standards 
and Cadet Forces will be present for the start of the 
service at 5:30pm. Attendees should note there are no 

facilities at the stone.  
 
For those wanting to know more details of the Parade or 
Service can contact the Harwell Branch Ceremonial 
Officer Peter Davies, or those wishing to organize a 
wreath to lay during the service can contact the Branch 
Poppy Appeal Organiser Peter Cox (orders to be placed 
by 10th May) both via 
Harwell.committee1@rbl.community  
 
Peter Davies 
Ceremonial Officer 
Harwell Branch RBL 

 

Harwell 
Rainbows 

 
had their first meeting in April 1994, 

so 
in April 2019 we are 25! 

 

Come and help us celebrate! 
Harwell School Hall 

Friday April 26th, 6 - 7pm 
 

All former members of Harwell 
Rainbows are welcome. 

 

Contact lynn.nickerson.holywell@gmail.com if 

you plan to attend, to help us with catering, or 

for more information about Rainbows. 

Rainbow Guides are the youngest members of 

Girlguiding UK, girls aged 5 – 7.
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JEWELLERY 

SILVER 
PICTURES & PRINTS 

& 
GENERAL 

VALUATION 
DAY AT  

CHILTON ANTIQUES CENTRE 
WYEVALE GARDEN CENTRE 

WITH MALLAM’S 
OF OXFORD 

ON  
Monday 

29th of April 
10.00am – 3.00pm 
Further information 

01235 835125 
 

 
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

A wide variety of weekly classes 
in Chilton, Didcot and Steventon

Clubbercise
Zumba Gold
Post Natal Fitness

FITNESS CLASSES

Zumba
Pilates
Boxfit

Facebook: Gemma Pearce Fitness
www.gemmapearcefitness.co.uk
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DO	YOU	LIKE	CARD	GAMES? 
Blewbury Bridge club are introducing teaching and development 
classes for those new to Bridge or anyone who would like to improve 
their knowledge of this wonderful game. This will be a light hearted 
approach to the game intended to bring fun and enjoyment. 
 

Equally the club are seeking more experienced players to join the 
weekly club sessions which are also played in a friendly 
environment. 
Please contact Michael Allen Tel. 01235 851 870 or 
michael.allen47@btinternet.com for more information.

	

Christians Against Poverty is an award-winning national charity. It 
works through local churches across the UK to support people to get 
their finances under control.  
Whether helping those who already sense they're in difficulty, or 
those who just want a "spending MOT", Harwell church runs regular 
three-session CAP Money courses for a couple of hours on 
Saturday mornings. They are free and - for job-seekers - recognised 
by the Job Centre as training. You don't have to be a churchgoer or 
religious in any way to take part: you just need to want to get into the 
kind of spending habits which can make life that much easier. 

To find out when the next one is in Harwell or elsewhere in the area 
on another day of the week or time, or to access other CAP services 
- including free debt help - go to capuk.org/i-want-help , call Harwell 
Church Office on 01235 834256, or 
email harwellandchiltoncap@gmail.com. 
PS If you have a young person heading for college in the autumn, 
we will also be running our popular CAP Student money 
management session at the beginning of September. Watch this 
space! 
 
 

Harwell Harriers

 

 
 
 
 

 

Harwell Harriers is an established running club based from Boundary Park, Great Western Park. We are a friendly bunch of runners, that meet 
every Tuesday and Thursday at 6:50, ready to run at 7pm, outside of Boundary Park. On Tuesdays we concentrate our running on interval training 
around GWP, however as the nights grow lighter, we take our training to the Clumps. On Thursdays we run as a club and have the option of 
running a short route or long route. Sundays we meet for a social run. Our Runs are headed up by a qualified England Athletic Coach and Run 
Leaders. We also meet up socially, have the option of attending Oxfordshire Cross Country races, and have a club championship.  
We welcome anyone wanting to return to running or who would like to take their running to the next level. If you would like further information, then 
please contact chairharwellharriers@gmail.com or see our website for further details harwellharriers.org 
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Harwell Spring Ball Fundraiser for Harwell School & Little Pippins 
Nursery 

 
We received great feedback from guests who came, and a great 
time was had by all. 
 
On the 9th of March a team from Harwell School & Little Pippins 
Nursery embarked on hosting a special fundraising night for the 
community to enjoy. Drawing on the expertise and generosity of 
local businesses, we set about transforming the vast Village Hall, 
into an elegant dining and dancing event venue for the Harwell 
Spring Ball.  
 
Housing the band and stage, 8 large round tables of dining guests 
and a well-stocked bar we set about eating and dancing the night 
away. The transformation was made possible by a Didcot based 
catering and event hire supplier OSA (m. 07701032596). With timely 
arrival, and early hall access, Robert and Camila’s furniture and 
tableware transformed the hall into a stylish, elegant space, beautiful 
enough to have hosted a wedding.  
 
To complement the tables, Ann Laing, a local florist who specialises 
in weddings, corporate arrangements and seasonal workshops, 
kindly donated her time and centrepieces to add those extra special 
touches. On each table stood a tall, elegant, ivy and blossom 
covered candelabra with beautiful soft scattered lights and 5 candles 
(realistic tall electric candles, to comply with hall regulations). 
Guests arriving were greeted with a Cherry Martini Punch, followed 
by mouth-watering canapes that circulated the room as people 
chatted. The Moroccan influenced menu was put together, cooked 
and served courtesy of the experienced and professional team at 
Fingers & Forks, a local Harwell based fine dining caterers. Debbie, 
one of the management team at Fingers & Forks’, efforts and 
commitment to making the event a success was outstanding; her  
professionalism shone through in every detail of organisation. 

 
 
 
 

 
Back4 live band members kindly gave their time for free to attend 
the Ball for yet another year. Their professionalism and organisation 
from the off was faultless. Once playing their great selection of 
covers ensured everyone wanted to be on the dancefloor until the 
bitter end.  
 
As with everything like this, it wouldn’t be fair not to mention the 
wonderful team of individuals who dedicated their time, efforts and 
enthusiasm to making the Ball happen, from the community 
members who popped by to offer help, to the core team of 
organisers. 
 
Special thanks go out to Jane Moreton, the Harwell School Business 
Manager, who kindly collated all the bookings, payment and 
accounting (and so much more) for the event. Allie Buckley for the 
beautiful advertising materials, in addition to offering her (and her 
husband Grahame’s) excellent bar duty services on the night.  
 
Thanks to Vicky Lay, Jodie Anchors and Claire Summerfield for their 
enthusiastic ticket promotion, general organisation and their tireless 
efforts to set up and clear down the event. 
 
Finally, we truly are grateful to all the guests, suppliers and 
organisers for their time and support to raising money through great 
events such as the Ball – a heartfelt thank you is being sent your 
way! 
“What a great atmosphere; delicious food and lovely venue. Well 
done to all who helped put this event on!” 
 
Harwell School & Pippins Ball Team 2019 
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HARWELL FEAST COMMITTEE 
Following the Committee’s second invitation to village organisations 
to submit requests for funding, grants were awarded as follows: 

• St Matthew’s Church: £2000 towards repair of church tower 

• Village Hall Trustees: £455 several small improvements including 
signage on Westfield 

• Harwell Scout Explorers: £200 

• Harwell Brownies - £210 for resources for the new Girlguiding UK 
programme 

This brings the total of grants awarded following last year’s Feast to 
£8970. 

Harwell Feast Day - May 27th 
This will include a return visit by the Ulfhrafnar group of The Vikings 
re-enactment society, based in Alfred’s heartland of Wantage! 
Their camp on the west field of the Rec. will be open on Sunday 
afternoon May 26th - you can learn about how they lived, like the 
children here: 

 

They will demonstrate their archery skills from 1pm to 2 pm. Then 
from 2 pm to 2.30 there will be a kiddie vike session where children 
under 10 years can have a go at fighting the Vikings! 
Apart from this their warriors will most likely be practicing their skills 
throughout the day. You can find out a bit about them on their 
Facebook page – look for Ulfhrafnar. 
There will be all the regular favourites, and we hope a few new 
attractions at Feast Day. 
You can find up-to-date details of our plans on the Feast Facebook 
page and web pages at http://www.harwellfeast.com. 
 
We welcome enquiries from local groups and individuals for stalls at 
this year's Feast. Booking forms are available on the website.  
Also, we are looking for an extra couple of hosts for our estate agent 
boards, particularly in the newer parts of the village. These help us 
to promote the Feast which in turn increases the amount of money 
we raise.  Please get in touch, by sending an email to 
harwellfeast@yahoo.com  if you are able to host a board in either 
your front or back garden (if you back onto a busy footpath or road 
for example) and we can give you more information. 
Entry on Feast Day will be by programme as usual at the same 
price as last year for Adults, £3 on the day but £2 in advance & 
children free. 
We intend to have the programmes available at Bob’s Butchers and 
the Newsagents by 17th May, so buy yours there and save!
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Gweeples 
 
We are Gweeples (or Great Western Park Meeples), a Didcot-based 
board games club - we started up in early 2018 and have met twice 
a month ever since. We quickly grew from a group of 5-6 colleagues 
meeting up after work into the thriving community we are now. We 
usually have around 30-40 people at our meet-ups and have seen 
as many as 55! We meet at The Station Garden pub on Great 
Western Park on the first Wednesday and the third Tuesday of the 
month. It's totally free to attend and we always welcome new faces - 
you'll never struggle for a game to jump into or for people to join you 
in a game. If you're interested in coming along, join our group 
at https://www.facebook.com/groups/gweeples/ or message 
Pushpendra Rishi for more information. 
 
We also are doing our first games convention on the 5th May at 
Harwell Village hall, to raise money for Sands | Stillbirth and 
neonatal death charity 
My company (motors.co.uk) has already donated £250 towards 
raffle prizes, with another £100 from games companies and local 
businesses, and more to come. 
 
Here is the facebook group and details on the event. We haven’t 
quite figured out how to sell the tickets without paying an arm and a 
leg, but watch the FB page. 
 
Join us at Harwell Village Hall from 12:30 pm - 10:30 pm on Sunday 
5th May for a day of tabletop and board gaming and fun in support of 
Sands UK, the stillbirth and neonatal charity . First timers are more 
than welcome - if you've never played a modern board game before, 
there'll be plenty of people to join in with and we'll be more than 
happy to help you learn some of our games. 
 
For the day itself, we have a capacity of 100 and hope to have at 
least 70-80 people gaming, enjoying themselves and helping to raise 
money for a very good cause. There's parking on site as well as 
tea/coffee making facilities. We'll be selling soft drinks and snacks to 
raise extra money for Sands, and you're also welcome to bring your 
own food and drinks (including alcohol). 
 
Please visit Sands here: 
www.sands.org.uk 
 
As well as open gaming space, we've got plenty more planned for 
the day, including a games raffle, a Bring and Buy table and a family 
gaming area 
 stocked with family-friendly games. Watch this space for further 
announcements! 
 
We'd love to see you there - as above, first timers are especially 

welcome and we'll be happy to help you out. Don't be scared to 
come along alone 
 either - there are always plenty of games starting and half the fun is 
getting to play with new people that you don't know. If you're 
struggling, any of our volunteers will be happy to help find a game 
for you to join too. Feel free to bring along any games 
 that you want to play, but there'll be plenty there to play if you don't 
have any with you - everything from quick and silly party games 
through to heavy eurogames and plenty in between. 
 
Tickets - coming soon! 
 
 
 
Tickets cost £5 per person, and under 12s go free with an adult 
(although any donation you'd like to make would be gratefully 
received). All proceeds 
 from the day will go to Sands. We will have tickets available in the 
next week or so and hope to be able to use an online service that is 
free and secure, as well as at the meet ups and on the day. If you 
buy in advance we will throw in some raffle tickets. 
 
We will have a list of prizes as we get them, so again watch this 
space. 
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The	Annual	Footpaths	Walk	will	be	held	on	Sunday	
8th	September,	starting	at	2.00pm	at	the	village	hall.	
		
Dog	Fouling	
Dog	fouling	is	again	becoming	a	problem	around	the	parish.	
The	Vale	council	has	Environmental	Officers	who	can	and	
do	issue	fines	to	irresponsible	dog	owners.	More	
information	can	be	found	
athttp://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-
advice/environment/street-cleaning/dog-fouling	
Please	pick	up	after	your	dog!	

HARWELL VILLAGE TENNIS CLUB 
 
The village tennis club runs the two recently upgraded courts at the 
recreation ground on behalf of the people of Harwell - memberships 
start at around £10 per year for Juniors under 12 years old, and are 
very good value compared with other local clubs.  Membership fees 
are set to encourage as many as possible to participate, and we 
always welcome new members.  Over the last few years, with 
generous help from the Feast and Parish Council we have 
resurfaced the courts and replaced the fencing, so it is a fantastic 
facility to have available in the village.  This year we’re providing 
mini tennis nets at the courts – funded by a generous donation from 
last year’s Feast - as a great way for younger children to start 
learning, playing with soft balls and appropriately sized nets. 
 
You can use the courts to play with family and friends (members get 
a key), and/or take part in the club nights which are Tuesdays and 
Thursday evenings at the courts.  First time its a good idea to get in 
touch via harwelltennis@hotmail.com to make sure there will be 
people there to meet you. 
 
We work with the National Tennis Association who are based in 
Wantage to organise kids coaching on  
 

 
Saturday afternoons at the courts, which is a great opportunity to 
kick start your children’s skills and enthusiasm to enjoy playing 
tennis – to arrange coaching please contact them via 
https://www.nationaltennis.org.uk/ to arrange (we’re listed as a 
venue under Didcot Tennis School). 
  
We are LTA affiliated, which means that we get an allocation of the 
opportunity to buy Wimbledon tickets, distributed to members via a 
ballot run at the AGM each year. 
 
If you're not part of the club now then please get in touch - we're 
particularly keen for the people who have recently arrived in the 
village to be aware of the club and take part - please visit our 
website at clubspark.lta.org.uk/HarwellVillageTennisClub/ to learn 
more. 
 
Our AGM will run on Thursday 25th April at 8pm in the Harwellian 
after a club night on the courts (weather permitting) – please do 
come along to learn more about the club and get involved. 
Paul Fishburn 
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*Tree	Thinning	 *Tree	Felling	
*Tree	Removal	 *Tree	Reduction	

*Dead	Wood	Removal*Hedge	Trimming	
*Landscaping	 	 *Stump	Grinding	

	
We	are	City	&	Guilds	qualified	and	insured	
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              Other than where stated and in reports of Parish 
                              Council matters any opinions expressed are not 
                              those of the Parish Council 
 

Items for the June issue should be sent by May 15th to 
news@harwellparish.co.uk 

 
Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High 
Street, Tel: 01235 835430 and 
Sarah Medley, 31 Cornflower Close, Harwell, Didcot, 
OX11 6ES  Tel: 07754584306 
 
If you know someone who has not received their copy, 
then email newsrounds@harwellparish.co.uk 

 
Advertising queries to the clerk 

 
Parish Contact Information 

 
All contact information can also be found on the 
parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk 

 
Phone: 07749 361957 

 
Post to: Clerk, Harwell PC, Harwell Village Hall, High 
Street, Harwell, OX11 0EX 

 
Core office hours, in the Village Hall, are 9am to 4pm 
Monday 

 
District Councillors 
Janet.Shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
Reg.Waite@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
Campus Ward: Mike.Murray@causewayland.com  
 
County Councillor: 
Mike.Fox-Davies@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 
073939 79510 
 
MP Ed Vaizey 

 
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA. 

020 7219 6350 

dicksonce@parliament.uk 
 

Harwell News edited by Phil and Alexis John 
 


