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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Orchard Hall, High Street, Harwell at 7.30 pm on 

Thursday April 11th 2019 

 
Present: Mrs D Turner (Chair, Harwell Parish Council), 3 other parish councillors, the parish clerk, Mr M Fox-
Davies (OCC), Mr R Waite (VWHDC) around 35 members of the public  

 
Apologies from 2 members of the parish council. 
 
Mrs Turner chaired the meeting & welcomed those present. 
 
 
1. Minutes from the last meeting 
 
The minutes from last year’s Annual Parish Meeting were approved & signed. 
 
2. Parish Council Chairman’s report 
 
Mrs Turner introduced the parish councillors who were present & proceeded to thank various 
individuals on behalf of the parish – county & district councillors, parish councillors  (former & 
current), grounds staff & clerk, editors (past and present), delivery co-ordinators, deliverers & other 
volunteers connected with Harwell News, the webmaster, & all others within the parish who give 
their time and efforts on behalf of parishioners. 
 
Parish council business in the past year included  

▪ Sending out the traffic calming questionnaire, results from which were collated and the 
parish preferences sent to OCC – Taylor Wimpey has appointed a consultant to look at all 
the options to be funded via developer funding,  

▪ Making urgent repairs to the wall in the recreation ground car park 
▪ cleaning the war memorial in time for the centenary of the end of the First World War 
▪ reviewing and updating the Risk Register and depreciation values 
▪ setting up a Lease for the scouts’ use of the pavilion – the scouts’ refurbishments are 

continuing but were held up temporarily because of the need to remove asbestos from the 
building 

▪ purchasing a new mower for the recreation ground, having sold the old tractor and 
gangmowers 

▪ obtaining a tree survey with recommendations for all council-owned trees, and completing 
the urgent work identified  

▪ servicing and repairing the zipwire 
▪ appointing an architect to take forward the new staff building project, which should be paid 

for from S106 funds. Drawings were displayed at the meeting. 
▪ beginning the recreation ground access improvements project by having the A417 entrance 

upgraded, all to be funded from S106 funds 
▪ responding to planning applications, although not so many large developments this year as 

last year 
 
Mrs Turner reminded residents that there are 6 nominations in Harwell Ward for the forthcoming 
parish elections, which means that those 6 people will become the new council and will be able to 
co-opt 3 more members. Anyone interested should contact the clerk. There are no nominations for 
the Harwell Campus Ward; VWHDC has advised a new election will be required for that ward. There 
are 2 vacancies. 
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Mr Fox-Davies mentioned there are vacancies for new Trustees for the village hall. 
 
There were a few queries on the pavilion and proposed new staff building, Harwell News, new play 
equipment and on when the council will take on duties at Great Western Park (not known, as the 
land has not yet been handed over to the councils). 
 
3. Discussion of traffic calming on Grove Road 
 
Mr Fox-Davies had been trying to get updates from Taylor Wimpey. There had been several queries 
and complaints about the changes and the shared surface since work began. He reported that 
although the work is still to be completed, a road closure is planned for mid-May for finalising 
lighting, line painting etc. Shared surface schemes are no longer favoured by developers or local 
authorities but as the scheme for Grove Road pre-dates this thinking it will be completed as 
proposed. 
 
Mr Fox-Davies also outlined his duties as county councillor and some of his efforts on the parish’s 
behalf, reported on road repairs, mentioned the Community Fund which parish councils can apply 
to, and promised to take queries back to OCC -there were questions on Grove Road safety, speeding 
in the parish, unsafe pavements, traffic monitoring & potholes. 
 
4. Report on land management at Great Western Park – not discussed as no details are known as 
yet. 
 
5. Report from Harwell scout group, including the recreation ground pavilion - mentioned in the 
Chairman’s report. Scout group did not wish to provide a separate report. 
 
6. Update on proposals for the recreation ground, including gates and new staff building  
 
Further to the earlier discussions, there were several concerns from residents about the proposed 
installation of gates at the car park entrance. Mrs Turner explained that the decision to install gates 
had been based on advice from the council’s insurer following lengthy discussions at council and 
committee meetings – the insurers had advised that the council has a duty to protect its assets and 
to protect the use of the recreation ground for use as a recreation ground and not for any other 
purpose, such as use as overnight parking for businesses. The gates would be paid for from S106 
money rather than council money raised through the precept. Mrs Turner promised to take the issue 
back to the council for further discussions and for consultation with the public before gates are 
installed. Other suggestions included a designated marked walkway for pedestrians and re-marking 
of the parking bays. 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting closed 8.35 pm. 
 
Minutes prepared by Mrs S Taylor, Parish Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Date………………………………………………… 


