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Welcome to the June edition of the Harwell News.
This month marks the 75th Anniversary of D Day – 6th June 1944 - and the
above pictures, of the RAF Memorial Stone and part of the old main
runway at the airfield, remind us of the small but significant part which
RAF Harwell played at this momentous time.
Please see details of the D-Day Service at the RAF Harwell Memorial
Stone, which can be found on Page 16.
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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL SUMMARY

There were council meetings in April & May, Lands Committee
meeting in April, and the Annual Parish meeting in April. Minutes can
be found on the parish council website.

In May, the new council came into being following the elections. 6
councillors had been elected, and at the meeting a Chairman was
chosen, and another 2 councillors co-opted – there is still 1 vacancy
in Harwell Ward, with a second election due shortly for Harwell
Campus Ward. The council thanked all the outgoing councillors for
their hard work on behalf of the parish. 2 new District Councillors
were also elected – they and the parish council thanked outgoing
District Councillors for their invaluable efforts on the parish’s behalf
during their term of office.

At the Annual Parish Meeting there were queries about play
equipment, Harwell News, the recreation ground pavilion and
proposed new staff building, land management at Great Western
Park, traffic calming at Grove Road, and the proposed gates and
other matters concerning the recreation ground car park.

Most agenda items dealt with obligatory annual items such as
reviewing committees, policies and councillor roles, but the council
also decided to continue with councillor surgeries, approved
donations to 3 local organisations, and agreed to appoint a zerohours worker to assist in the cemetery. Following a site meeting with
VWHDC officers, it is hoped that S106 funds for the new staff
building will be released without too much delay.

Councillor surgeries have not been well-attended but the council
decided to continue holding them for another 6 months, starting in
June.
The council commented on several planning applications at each
council meeting– details are posted on the website planning pages.
In April, the council decided not to install a vehicle-activated sign at
Rowstock, as the advice received indicated that the devices have no
significant impact on speeding – alternative traffic calming measures
will be considered. A new mower was purchased for the recreation
ground. Improvements to the A417 entrance into the recreation
ground were carried out (funded from Section 106 money) – other
planned improvements to the recreation ground include planters,
some solar lighting and gates, but further discussions and
consultations will take place about the gates and the car park layout
before a final decision is made. The council sent a letter of support
to Little Pippins on their Forest School.

Among queries from residents were concerns about the ongoing
Grove Road works & traffic speeds locally, enquiries about cemetery
and allotment matters, Harwell Feast, the defibrillator at the village
hall, blocked sewers and the recreation ground. The clerk continues
to liaise with the architect regarding the planning application for the
new staff building.
The Lands Committee discussed future S106 projects as well as the
proposed recreation ground gates – both these items will be
discussed again before final recommendations are made to the
council.

NOTICES
Don’t flush wet wipes!
Following recent sewer clearance work in the Barrow Road area, residents are asked to please not flush wipes down the toilet as they
can easily block drainage pipes and sewers.
Parish Council co-option
There is still a vacancy for a co-opted councillor on the parish council. Please contact the clerk if you are interested.

Archaeological Excavation Orchard Way
Some of you might have noticed that work is getting underway on
the small housing site at Orchard Way, Harwell. The site is close to
the Grove Road archaeological site where some significant medieval
remains were found last year. The builders, Feltham, have therefore
commissioned a full archaeological excavation on this Orchard Way
site that will record and recover any prominent archaeology. The site
has been used in the past by local residents as a shortcut to the

recreation ground and this route will unfortunately have to close
when the archaeological work starts, probably in June of this year.
As the builders own other land adjoining the recreation ground, they
have approached the parish council to consider whether a
permanent alternative route can be found through Orchard Way.
Feltham can be contacted on 01635 277100.
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Annual Report from Mike Fox-Davies - County Councillor for
Hendreds and Harwell Division
As we head into SpringSummer, I have looked back over the past
15/18 months.

routes back the prior condition at their cost. This became a two-page
spread across the front of the Oxford Mail in December.

It has been a busy time, heralded with last year’s inclement winter
(Beast from the East) which bought not just traffic disruption, but
increased damage and potholes in the road network, which affected
us all.

Support for Parishes
During the past 15 months, although not part of specific Councillor
responsibilities, I have attended the majority of my eight Parish’s
regular meetings; both reporting back from the County Council, but
also hearing about local issues where I can bring additional pressure
to bear on behalf of the residents.

Since then, as well as the budgeted sum, additional funds were
provided by Central Government to help to address some of these
issues. That has meant over 42,000 defects being repaired between
January 2018 and now. However, the roads issue is country wide as
recognised by an additional release of more funding from central
Government.

One of the over-riding issues is traffic volume and speed, which
prompted a further meeting with Officers and all Parish
representatives. At this meeting, officers outlined how speed is
assessed prior to any further action and assuming speed is shown to
be a proven issue, the possible controls that

Full Council
At Full Council, I presented three motions over the 15 months, all
carried with cross party unanimous support.

can be considered. Unfortunately, these controls need to be paid for
via funds from construction projects (if available) or through the local
community/Parish, which some parishes are now considering.

1. HGV routing agreements – When sites under the control of OCC
(Quarries and Waste) have routing agreements to ensure specific
times or routes are followed, not all HGV drivers have followed these
agreements with minimal recourse by OCC without an expensive
court process. My motion was to link a financial effect with those
agreements, so that if they were flouted in the future, there would be
a commercial imperative to ensure the developer or operator did not
repeat the practise.

Councillor community fund
During years 2018/19 and 2019/20. A Councillor priority fund of
£15,000 per year has been made available for each Councillor to
spend in their own Division on specific community projects.
I felt the only fair way to allocate my fund was to divide equally
between my 8 Parishes, to be fully spent by the end of the
forthcoming year (i.e. by April 2020), with the Parishes deciding on
their own priorities.

2. Steventon Reservoir – This reservoir (which will be the size of
Heathrow and can be shown not to be needed) is being presented
by Thames water as the main option in its draft plan, but the Council
agreed to demand a second consultation with Thames Water. This
was then further strengthened when I presented an amendment to
the cabinet paper to demand a public enquiry, again accepted. This
has been further strengthened by a debate in Parliament, requested
by Ed Vaizey who also demanded a public enquiry. The outcome of
these requests is still to be announced, but I hope the public enquiry
goes ahead, so there can be adequate consideration of all aspects
of what will be the largest and most intrusive construction project in
the area, spread over ten years.

There have been several projects already completed, including new
equipment to one Village Hall, new play ground equipment to two
others, while other projects are still in development.
Committees and role
As well as assisting at Parish Level and attending the Full Council of
the County Council, I sit on three committees; the Performance
Scrutiny Committee, which holds County Council departments to
account on their performance; Health Overview and Scrutiny
Committee, which looks at all areas of health within the County, both
NHS and that provided by the County Council; and the Planning and
Regulations committee which only looks at minerals and waste. (The
collection of residential waste is the responsibility of the Districts, the
County only being responsible for the recycling, landfill or
incineration). Additionally, I sit on two sub-committees, the transport
Cabinet Advisory Group and chair our Locality group of 6 Councillors
as well as being the group deputy chairman (backbenchers).

3. HGV developer road damage – On many development sites, most
of the access routes back to the trunk roads are not built to take
multi HGV movements each day, and although there are some
mechanisms to claw back the cost of repairing these minor roads,
they are not being applied or are not strong enough. My motion put
more requirement on the developers to be responsible for the
damage they cause, by demanding they undertake condition
surveys before development starts and then return the damaged
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This attendance enables me to work on behalf of the residents to
ensure the County is providing the best service possible within strict
budgetary constraints. There will be some residents who think that
the County could do more, but the overwhelming majority I speak to,
understand that the financial constraints include the needs of
vulnerable adults and children (approx. 2% of the total residents)
where the spend is some 53% of the total County Council budget. All
the other services provided by OCC must come from the remaining
47%.

I have enjoyed supporting all my Parishes over the past months and
if there are issues that you would like to be raised, please contact
your Parish in the first instance, who will add their weight to your
input, or you can contact me directly.
Cllr Mike Fox-Davies, Oxfordshire County Councillor, Hendreds and
Harwell Division

Hello from Hayleigh & Sarah - an update from your Local District
Councillors

Hello! We are Hayleigh Gascoigne and Sarah Medley, your newly elected councillors on the Vale of White Horse District Council. We represent
the residents of the Blewbury & Harwell ward, which includes the beautiful historic villages of Blewbury, Harwell, Chilton and Upton, and a large
section of the vibrant new Great Western Park housing development.
We would like to thank the former district councillors Reg Waite and Janet Shelley for their many years of service for the ward. We are currently
working hard to get up to speed with our new role as councillors - so far it has been a pleasure to attend the meetings of the four Parish Councils
and the Great Western Park Residents’ Association, to meet the residents volunteering their time to support their local communities.
If you have any queries or issues you’d like to raise with us, please do not hesitate to get in touch - our email addresses are
hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
We are delighted to have been elected as your district councillors, and we are looking forward to working closely with residents to represent your
views and help our communities thrive.
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ED VAIZEY - PARISH NEWS

Some very good news – the Government have announced a £218million investment in roads and bridges for southern Oxfordshire. This is not
only great news for South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse but for the whole of Oxfordshire. This is a great example of how councils
working together with MPs, local businesses, community groups and residents can submit a significant bid to the Government resulting in success.
A number of constituents have contacted me with their concerns about the proposed change in Scanning servicesavailable at the Churchill
Hospital in Oxford: the service was previously provided by Oxford University Hospital Trust but it was recently announced that NHS England had
accepted a tender from a private provider InHealth to run the services. Whilst in principle I do not oppose competitive tendering for medical
services I am concerned about the handling of this tender process by NHS England. I wrote to NHS England to ask for an explanation and I am
pleased the decision is now under review. No changes will be made to the current PET-CT service at the Churchill while this process is ongoing.
In Parliament Brexit continues to be the issue that dominates both the headlines and Parliamentary time. As I write this column some weeks in
advance of its publication it is difficult to predict where we will be when you read this. I will continue to support the Prime Minister’s efforts to
secure a workable withdrawal agreement and, if need be, vote to increase Parliamentary control of the process to avoid a no deal exit. I provide
regular Brexit updates via email so please do contact my office if you would like to be added to that list.
In the constituency I have enjoyed visiting the Didcot Railway Centre for the unveiling of their new train (by none other than Prue Leith),
Wallingford Museum, and the reopening of the recently renovated The Extraordinary Hare Pub in West Hendred. I have also met with GPs in
Didcot, taken a walking tour along the A420 to see first-hand residents’ concerns, and been campaigning alongside local colleagues for the
Council elections.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing issues that you would like help with. Either myself or one of my team will get back to you
as soon as possible and do what we can to assist. You can contact me on any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A
0AA, dicksonce@parliament.uk or 01235 768 888. Email is the quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very close eye on my
emails and can reply very quickly. Details of my activities in Parliament can be read on my website, https://www.vaizey.com. I also send out
occasional general interest emails about developments in the Wantage and Didcot Constituency. If you would like to be added to the distribution
list, please complete the online form at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP.
The local elections saw the Conservatives lose our majority on both
the Vale of White Horse District Council and South Oxfordshire
District Council. I was very sad indeed to see so many hard working
local councillors lose their seats, and new candidates who had been
hoping to serve fail to achieve their goal.

staff and pupils afterwards. Fitzwaryn School is an Outstanding
school for SEN pupils in Oxfordshire and I asked Theresa May to
support more high needs funding in rural areas.
In the constituency this month I was delighted to welcome HRH The
Duke of York to the constituency to open Wave Optics New HQ at
Milton Park, Oxfordshire.
On other constituency visits I met GWR Managing Director Mark
Hopwood at Didcot Station, 6th Formers from Didcot with an interest
in Politics, I attended a meeting of Didcot First at the New Marriott
Courtyard hotel in Milton, I was interviewed by a local 6th form
student as part of her International Baccalaureate project, and met
with local residents and senior management of FirstPort at
Alfredston Place in Wantage to discuss issues there.

The newly elected councillors will face similar challenges to those
they are replacing, and there are no easy answers. I have always
worked with politicians of all parties to get the answers we need
locally, and will continue to lobby central government for the support
that we need.
Many councillors who lost their seats will rightly blame
Westminster. While local issues are very important, there is no
doubt that voters use them to send a message to government. I will
be taking the message of frustration felt on the doorstep of the
campaign and at the ballot box back to Westminster: it is wrong that
local politicians who have worked tirelessly for their local
communities should bear the brunt of a Westminster failure.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing issues that
you would like help with. Either myself or one of my team will get
back to you as soon as possible and do what we can to assist. You
can contact me on any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A
0AA, dicksonce@parliament.uk or 01235 768 888. Email is the
quickest and most reliable way to get in touch, as I keep a very close
eye on my emails and can reply very quickly. Details of my
activities in Parliament can be read on my
website, https://www.vaizey.com. I also send out occasional general
interest emails about developments in the Wantage and Didcot
Constituency. If you would like to be added to the distribution list,
please complete the online form at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP

I am working with the AEA Technology Pension Campaign is to
secure the pension rights of scheme members that may be
otherwise lost because AEA Technology entered a pre-pack
administration. If you are a member of the AEA Technology pension
scheme, please do contact my office for more info.
In Parliament this month I was delighted to see Fitzwaryn School
from the constituency at PMQs and have the opportunity to meet
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HARWELL WI
Harwell WI’s outing in April was a delight – Highclere Castle lived up
to its reputation, with its stunning, but cosy, rooms and beautiful
parkland with views to die for!

Turner, Celine Dion, and Whitney Houston. Preceded by a meal at
Prezzo, it was a good evening out.
A few of us visited the Ashmolean to see the Jeff Koons exhibition.
And, of course, there were our preparations for our glamorous float
entry at the Harwell Feast on the bank holiday. We are the only adult
float. Any others care to join us next year?

April also saw several of us attend the musical ‘Calendar Girls’,
based on the true story of the Yorkshire WI members who raised
money with a somewhat controversial calendar. Standing ovations
rounded the end of the performance.

Looking ahead – at our June meeting Carl Davis, who runs the
Seniors Exercise group on Mondays at the Village Hall, will be
reinforcing the need for older adults to keep fit. We are also planning
a history walk at Dorchester, our usual Walk and Talk ramble, and
an outing to Bothy Vineyard near Frilford in July.

At our monthly meeting Hazel Faithfull got us all bending and
stretching with gentle yoga exercises, as well as having us ‘guess
the essential aromatherapy oil’.
At our May meeting we voted on two resolutions which had been
proposed for taking forward to the National Federation for lobbying
government – ‘A call against the decline in local bus services’; and
‘Don’t fear the smear’. We decided that each was worthy of our
support and voted them both through. This was followed by lighthearted fun with our version of ‘Call my Bluff’.

All our regular monthly meetings take place in the Cherry Hall,
Harwell Village Hall, at 7.30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of the
month (except for August). Informal get-togethers take place at The
Hart on Monday evenings with our Knit and Natter circle; coffee and
pastries at The Hart on Wednesday mornings; and, of course, our
monthly Walk and Talk rambles. Newcomers are always welcome. If
you would like to know more, please call our Secretary on 01235
835430. We also have a website harwellwi.org; and an email
address – harwellwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Another musical treat, in May, was in store for a group of us at the
Didcot Cornerstone. We heard five amazingly talented singers
perform renditions of songs by famous pop divas such as Tina
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HARWELL SCOUT GROUP NEWS

By the time you read this the Harwell Feast will have been and gone. We would like to thank all the readers who supported our Scout Stalls and
Cream Tea Tent at the Feast. Thanks also to our Explorers who managed the barbeque and the teen zone this year. Finally we are again very
grateful to the Feast Organising committee for creating this opportunity to raise funds.
The refurbishment of the former Sports Pavilion on Harwell Recreation ground is progressing. Should anyone be skilled in Plasterwork, Electricals
or Plumbing and be willing to support local Scouting using these skills then we would be very pleased to hear from you, the tasks are quite small to
those who know what they are doing.
Nationally Scouting continues to be very popular and this is the same here in Harwell so if you are within the circulation of this broadsheet and
want your child to join Beavers when he/she reaches the qualifying age PLEASE get their name on our waiting list. If you leave it until after they
are old enough it may be too late! Our Cub Scouts and Scout sections are currently full however still get in touch as someone may move on.
Anyone new to our village where Children have previously been Scouts elsewhere would be given priority.
Our AGM will be on the 24th of June at 7:45pm in the Pavilion. Come along to see the refurbishment work already completed and to find out what
the members have been doing this year.
Our capacity to grow as a Group depends entirely on our Volunteer Leaders. Should you be inclined to explore how you might assist PLEASE get
in touch. The only pre-requisite is you have some spare time and are prepared to give it a go. For all enquiries call Brian on 07736 691426 or email gsl@harwellscouting.org.uk.

Harwell Parish History Group
The first three talks this year have secured large audiences. Dr. Michael Jewess’s talk on the Harwell site was packed out, comprehensive and
stimulated many interesting reminiscences from the audience about life on “the Atomic”. What struck those of us who are newcomers to Harwell
was the apparent affection with which life on the site was regarded. As oral history, it was pure gold. Currently, Dr. Beswick’s video team are
compiling a film including material from the session. The reminiscences narrated are being transcribed, and will be added to those subsequently
received by email. Some Harwellians are to be interviewed and recorded. When everything is “in”, we shall decide how the information is best
stored/displayed/shared. Any contributions about life on/the use of the Harwell Site – and in particular on RAF Harwell – are most gratefully
received and should be sent to janemcard@waitrose.com . Grateful thanks to those who have contributed so far.
The next series of three HPHG talks starts in September. They are:

Jan.2020 Recent Archaeological Finds in Harwell (Talbot Close)
Andrew Manning MA MCIfA, Wessex Archaeology

18.9.2019 Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Recipe Books:
writing for and by women. Malcolm Thick, F.R.Hist.S.

March 2020 Does this picture tell a story? Using artworks as
historical

16.10. 2019 The Kennet and Avon Canal, Past and Present. Charles
East, Volunteer Boatmaster.

evidence. Jane M. Card, B.A., M.Sc., M.A.

20.11.2019 The Art of the Agricultural Smock. Mrs. Patricia Cooke

April 2020 A Brief History of Forensic Medicine and Crime

Talks take place In the Cherry hall, starting at 7.30 p.m. Tickets £3,
at the door.

Dr. Cassie Watson, Reader in History, Oxford Brookes.
The HPHG is a very small group and we need help of all kinds! We
have come up with a membership scheme, the details of which will
be published in the August edition of the Harwell News. JMC 17.05.
2019.

The first half of our programme for 2020 has been arranged; precise
dates will be confirmed later. NOTE: there will be further talks in
September, October and November 2020. Speakers organised so
far are:
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Harwell Gardeners’ Club
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Village Youth Theatre
Gobo YOOF Theatre update
Things are getting very very busy down at the village hall on
Saturday mornings. You might hear howling as you walk past!
Hopefully it’s not me standing on someone’s foot, but everyone
getting excited about the appearance of a Werewolf in Riverdale
High! Over 40 kids are busy rehearsing “You Ain’t Nothin’ but a
Werewolf” and there’s some fun production things going on behind
the scenes too – like making a full moon (of course!) and robot
costumes and turning a baby changing table into a mad scientists
lab. The show is on in the village hall (Orchard Hall) on Saturday
21st & Sunday 22nd July at 7pm. Please come a support everyone if
you can. It’s only £6 for adult tickets and £4 for children. Email us
at info@gobotheatre.co.uk if you’d like tickets.

Micros (ages 5&6) – 10:15am until 11:15 (£60)
Minis (ages 7&8) – 11:30am until 1:15 (£114)
Midis (ages 9-11) – 10am until 12:30 (£204)
Maxis (ages 12-21) – 10am until 12:30 (£204)
Prices are for a 12 session term. And in case you didn’t already
know, we are a charity with an ethos of making sure that
opportunities are open to all no matter what their background. We
therefore offer subsidies based on household income:
- Under £50,000 ~ 10% discount
- Under £40,000 ~ 30% discount
- Under £30,000 ~ 50% discount
- Under £20,000 ~ 70% discount

After deciding we’d like to start catering for those “young at heart” as
well as in body, we’ve also recently started an adult dance class.
This is going really well and is at 8pm on Monday evenings (term
time only) in the school hall. We’d love a few more people, no
experience necessary and we have lots of fun. It’s £50 for a 12
session term or £5/week drop in.

Some of the groups are likely to fill up, so if you know someone who
would like to join the youth theatre in September, please let us know
as soon as you can on the email above, or call me for a chat 07970
581924. Everyone is welcome. Come and see the show to find out
what it’s all about! Hope to see you there.

We’re also busy planning for next academic year. Now that the Midis
group is full, we’ve decided to expand the youth theatre groups to
make room for more lovely youngsters. There will now be four
separate ages/levels:

Amy, director & trustee of Gobo Theatre Foundation

The Harwellian Club –
Job Vacancy – Club Secretary
The Harwellian Club is seeking a new club secretary
The current club secretary is standing down in August 2019 after three
and half years in the role and therefore a new club secretary is being
sought. The role provides administrative support to the both the club
and committee and helps communicates club news and information to
club members. The individual needs to be familiar with word
processing, spreadsheets, telephone communications, use of emails,
etc. Training will be provided if needed and there is a monthly
honorarium of £100 paid for this role.
For further details please email clubsec@harwellian.club
or text/phone - 0780 3040 615
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HARWELL FEAST

Thank you to everyone who came to Harwell Feast on Bank Holiday
Monday. We certainly had plenty of visitors.
The committee would like to thank all who took part in the parade
and all who volunteered as marshalls along the route. Special
thanks to David Mobbs for all his help.
In the floats competition the winners were Little Pippins with their
colourful depiction of ‘Growing and Changing’.

*Children and leader from Little Pippins receiving the silver trophy for
being judged the winner in the floats competition.

*Little Pippins on their prize winning float ‘Growing and Changing’

In second place was Harwell Rainbows with their float themed on
‘The Great British Seaside’. In 3rd equal place came Harwell
School with ‘The 50th anniversary of the first Moon Landing’ and
Harwell W.I. with their raunchy version of ‘Strictly Come Dancing’.
Thank you to all four organisations. It takes a lot of time and effort to
put a float together but it is one of the highlights of the parade each
year.

*Harwell W.I. on their float ‘Strictly Come Dancing’

Another great joy was to see The May Queen, Winnie Jones and her
attendants, Faye Rayner and Courtenay Collins waving royally as
they travelled along in a beautiful Rolls Royce driven by Craig
Barfoot.
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Also enjoyed by the crowd were the mellow sounds of The Bagg’s
Tree Buskers who have now graced the parade for 22 years.
The classic cars, including 9 minis who joined us for the first time,
were greatly admired.
The Benson Veteran bicycles followed on. Hopefully they weren’t too
bone shaken by the state of the roads!!
Also parading were the traditional Abingdon Morris Men, the
marauding Ulfhrafnar Vikings and The Stormtroopers (just who are
they? nobody knows; must be the real ones then?)
Finally the Traction engines, always a highlight, steamed and tooted
their way up to The Rec.

* Here come the Ulfhrafnar Vikings who set up camp on the Rec for
the weekend to demonstrate the Viking way of life.
On the field visitors had a huge amount to see and do.
Entertainments ranged from a Car Boot Sale, Classic Car Exhibition,
Fairground, Craft Marquee, Falconry, Ferrets, with stalls and
sideshows galore.
The feast in Harwell Feast was provided in many ways. Two roast
pigs were carved and eaten along with a Barbecue, Pavilion Teas,
Cream Teas, Fish and Chips, and a myriad variety of cuisine on
offer from the Food Market.
The Bonny Baby Competition was the biggest we have ever known.
We are sorry that it took so long but the judges always spend time
with each mum/dad and baby.
You all know that your baby is a winner and thank you for taking part
with such grace.

* The Abingdon Morris Men and behind them The Storm Troopers
and The Vikings preparing to leave Townsend.

The rosettes were awarded as follows:1st
Joseph Cooper
10 months
2nd
Aurelia Hyatt-Smith 5 months
3rd
Arthur Howell
10 months
Special Ada Langridge
7 weeks
Special Phoebe Wood
11 months
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Chairman Mick Conway
Secretary Susan Lambert
Treasurer Karen Cruddis
Sharon Palmer, Patricia Cooke, Martin Ricketts, Reg Waite, Jayne
Conway, Philip Roberts, Warren Taylor and adviser Janice Markey.

*Bonny baby Judge Carol enjoyed a cuddle with Joseph Cooper who
won first prize.
The classic cars were judged and were awarded rosettes as
follows:1st The Ford Model Y Tudor from 1937
2nd The Buick RoadMaster from 1955 (Owner Dave
Deadman)
3rd The Ford Model T from 1924

*Harwell Rainbows who won 2nd prize in the floats competition with
‘The Great British Seaside’.

Shane Williams MBE apologises sincerely that he was unable to
attend due to personal circumstances.
The Committee would especially like to thank Harwell and Hendred
Youth Football Club for managing the parking of approx.800 cars; St
Matthew’s Church members for their help with the refreshments; the
W.I. for baking their fabulous cakes; the Scouts for their massive
input to the Feast; Harwell RUFC and Little Pippins for manning the
entry gates; Ted Lay, and Tom Lay for loaning their trailers and
hosting the floats in their barns.
If you helped in any way to put on the amazing Harwell Feast this
year we thank you greatly. You are part of what makes this village a
great place to be.
Some stall holders commented to a committee member as they
were packing up what a fantastic community spirit we have in
Harwell. They summed our village up well.
The Harwell Feast Committee
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•

•

Bagg’s Tree Buskers warm up as they prepare to lead the Feast Parade

Harwell School’s float was all about ‘Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing’
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The D Day Service at the RAF Harwell Memorial Stone

On the Saturday nearest to the anniversary of D-Day,
an annual parade and service is held at the RAF
Harwell Memorial Stone at the Harwell Campus. The
stone marks the departure point for Servicemen who
were amongst the first to land on D-Day. This is
organised by the Royal British Legion (Harwell Branch)
and supported by the various local companies on the
Harwell Campus.

and Cadet Forces will be present for the start of the
service at 5:30pm. Attendees should note there are no
facilities at the stone.

This year’s Service recognizes the 75th Anniversary and
will take place on Saturday 8th June, assembly at the
stone from 5pm. Legion Standards, Service Standards

Peter Davies
Ceremonial Officer
Harwell Branch RBL

For those wanting to know more details of the Parade or
Service can contact the Harwell Branch Ceremonial
Officer Peter Davies.
Harwell.committee1@rbl.community

U3A
In addition to the numerous Interest Groups, there is a monthly
Guest Speaker and the next three months feature ....

Learn, Live & Laugh!’ The aims of the Didcot & District U3A is
to encourage and enable people no longer in full time employment
to help each other to share their knowledge, skills, interests and
experiences.

18 June - The Magic and Mystery of Glenn Miller - Speaker
Bill King

Didcot & District U3A is now in it's 6th year and meets on the 3rd
Tuesday of each month at 2:00 pm at Didcot Civic Hall. Please
arrive 15 minutes before the start time to ensure you are all seated
for the 2:00 pm start. Membership is £25 per year - April to March.
Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before
joining. It should be noted that visitors are unable to join any
interest groups prior to joining as insurance only applies to paid up
members.

16 July - Cons, Conmen and How to Avoid Them! –
SpeakerSimon Williams
20 August - Myths & Legends of the Bermuda Triangle |Speaker Captain William Wells

We look forward to seeing you there . . . . .

We now have over 350 members and continue to grow as word of
our success spreads with 35 Interest Groups covering a wide
range of interests. Each month we have a speaker followed by
tea/coffee & biscuits where all are encouraged to stay and chat,
make new friends and see what there is on offer both within our
U3A and the Thames Valley Network.

For further information you can contact the following:
Chair - chairman@didcotu3a.org
Secretary - secretary@didcotu3a.org
Membership - membership@didcotu3a.org

The Annual Footpaths Walk will be held on Sunday 8th September, starting at 2.00pm at the village hall.
Dog Fouling
Dog fouling is again becoming a problem around the parish. The Vale council has Environmental Officers who can and do issue
fines to irresponsible dog owners. More information can be found athttp://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-andadvice/environment/street-cleaning/dog-fouling
Please pick up after your dog!
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Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service

It’s not worth the risk
Do you know that 95% of collisions are due to human error? Distraction, speeding, not wearing a seatbelt and driving under the influence of drink
or drugs are the big fatal four on our county’s roads.
Could you?
•
•
•
•
•

put your phone in your glove compartment or set your phone to do not disturb before you start your journey
adjust your speed and make sure you have time to react to the unexpected
make sure everyone is wearing their seatbelt before you set off
get a taxi, the bus or be the designated driver on a night out
make sure you’re safe to drive the morning after, you could still be over the drink drive limit, even if you feel fine

Oxfordshire County Council Fire and Rescue Service have put together top tips to help you avoid the fatal four, and have created an handy ‘don’t
get caught out the morning after’ guide 365alive.co.uk/fatalfour.

Harwell Village Hall
Didcot Divas present their annual concerts at Harwell Village Hall on 6th July at 7 pm and at East Hagbourne Church at 7 pm on 20th July in aid of
Helen & Douglas House Hospice. As usual the evening will include wonderful songs, comedy sketches and monologues and tickets cost £10
(children/students £5). For tickets and further information please contact Judith Sawyer on 01235 798387 or email judithsawyer2010@hotmail.com.
Last year their concerts raised in excess of £5,000.00 and they are hoping to raise even more money this year for this wonderful cause. Please
come and have an entertaining evening in the knowledge that all monies raised will benefit the hospice.

LITTLE PIPPINS PRE-SCHOOL
Little Pippins Pre-school for children aged 2 ½ to 5 years

children have been watching our caterpillars who have now built
cocoons so fingers crossed, we will soon have some butterflies too!

Mornings: 9.15am – 11.45am, Afternoons: 12.30pm-3.00pm or full
day: 9.15am to 3.00pm

We are also busy planting seeds as next term we will be looking at
how vegetables and fruits grow, along with flowers and herbs. We
will be ‘Eating the Rainbow’, encouraging the children to try lots of
unusual fruits and vegetables. The focus will be around healthy
eating and how to take care of ourselves. There is always so much
going on at Pippins; the children take the lead with their inspiration
and inquisitiveness and this is how our themes and topics evolve!

15 hours free early education for eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds
Set in a beautiful old orchard in the middle of the village.
Breakfast Club for Harwell School and Little Pippins children from
8am.
The children have been very busy over the last few terms learning
about how things grow and change. We hatched some duckling
eggs at Pre-school which created so much excitement and then the
learning extended when we found some frog spawn in our pond. The

Spirals and Power Pips, our small group work sessions, have been
threaded into the planning to support much more focused groups
with developing confidence and independence, sharing, turn taking
all in a way which supports their individual learning styles and
abilities.
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We are busy organising the transition for our children moving on to
school, along with offering places to the children starting with us at
Pippins in September. We have been oversubscribed this year;
however, our admissions policy ensures that Harwell children are
given first priority for spaces and we have been able to offer a place
to all the Harwell children who were registered with us at the
beginning of May and expecting to start in September.

It is lovely to be able to offer the Forest School sessions again. Our
newly trained Leader, (funded by a grant from the Feast committee
last year) has been sharing her training with the children this term.
Again, these sessions will offer the children the opportunities to
achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on
learning experiences in our woodland area. Forest school
encourages children to take risks and make their own judgements in
a small supported group. We will be able to train another member of
staff in September thanks to a generous donation from Daniel
Midwinter at Completely Care.

We are now full for this September, but we may be able to offer
places during the year when they become available. Please contact
us to make an appointment if you would like to have a look around
and register your child. The deadline for registration to start in
September 2020 is Friday 1st May 2020.

Boogie Beats and Yoga sessions have continued this term. These
sessions are spread over various days each week so as many
children as possible can take part. The children have loved learning
to move in different ways using storytelling, musical instruments,
rhythm and breathing techniques.

Tel: 01235 821741
Email: office@littlepippins.org.uk
Website: www.littlepippins.org.uk

We are very lucky to be able to offer swimming at Harwell School
pool as part of the transition process for children moving up to
Harwell School in September.

Find us on Facebook
Freeman Orchard, Gaveston Road, Harwell, Didcot, OX11 0HP

Our Float in the Feast Parade this year will reflect all the things the
children have learnt and enjoyed over the last few terms.

Registered Charity No.1105994

Cholsey Repair Cafe
(A) The next Cholsey Repair Cafe will be open from 11 a.m. to
1.45 p.m. on Saturday July 20th , at the Pavilion in Station Road,
Cholsey. Clever volunteer fixers will try to help you repair household
items including small electrical appliances, textiles, bicycles,
toys and furniture. A sharpening service and computer assistance
and plastic bag recycling are also available. The service is
supported by customers' donations. Full details are available
at www.cholseyrepaircafe.com

(B) To help stay ahead of your future deadlines, I'm pleased to
advise that Cholsey Repair Cafe will run regularly on the 3rd
Saturday of odd-numbered months. This means that the above
announcement can be repeated using the following dates in 2019: •
•
•

Cholsey Repair Cafe
Cholsey Repair Café is a new, voluntary initiative to reduce
waste, share repair skills and enhance our village community.
We try to prevent useful items being thrown away.
www.cholseyrepaircafe.com
or by calling 01491 652295.
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Could you adopt with PACT?
Find out about adopting with PACT at an Oxfordshire adoption
information evening
Adoption charity Parents And Children Together (PACT) is now holding regular events in Oxfordshire for anyone
interested in finding out more about adoption.
These will take place on:
Thursday 6th June 6.30-8pm
Tuesday 3rd September 6.30-8pm
Tuesday 15th October 6.30-8pm
Tuesday 10th December 6.30-8pm
These events are led by a PACT social worker and will include a talk from someone who has adopted through PACT.
They are an ideal opportunity for people to find out more and ask questions.
With more than 2,000 children waiting to be adopted, PACT specialises in finding secure and loving homes for priority
children who often face the longest wait for their forever family.
PACT welcomes couples or single people from all backgrounds as adopters, including those of black and minority ethnic
heritage and from the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community.
PACT provides outstanding adoption services and award-winning support for its adoptive families for life.
Information events are free to attend but booking is essential. You can do this by calling 0300 456 4800 or emailing
enquiries@pactcharity.org Full details of the event venue will be provided at this stage.
For more information, or to find out about other adoption information events coming up in Reading, Brighton or London
please see www.pactcharity.org/info

Community Spirit to support International Cycling Race
Oxfordshire will be hosting stage three of the OVO Women's Tour
on Wednesday 12 June - Olympic and World Championship level
riders will be competing! The race will be televised around the world
and is a great opportunity to show the world the best aspects of our
towns and villages. We would love for the televised pictures to show
our residents out on the streets, cheering the racers along.

While everyone is inspired by top level athletes competing for a
place on the podium, we are encouraging communities to support a
fun and friendly community cycling event in Faringdon and
Wallingford.
The Farcycle Faringdon Sportive 27 July 2019, will be offering 3
organised rides from 35 to 100 miles. Visit the Farcycles website for
more information, www.farcycles.weebly.com/le-tour

The www.womenstour.co.uk website has plenty of information on
how residents can help out at the event as Race Makers. The
website also shows the route with times that riders are expected to
pass certain villages and towns. This will make it easy for residents
to plan where they will could cheer on and support these riders.

Wallingford Festival of Cycling 12 - 14 July will be offering . To find
out more, please visit www.wfoc.co.uk or
contact Hendriette.knouwds@southandvale.gov.uk
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*Tree Thinning *Tree Felling
*Tree Removal *Tree Reduction
*Dead Wood Removal*Hedge Trimming
*Landscaping
*Stump Grinding
We are City & Guilds qualified and insured

FITNESS CLASSES

A wide variety of weekly classes
in Chilton, Didcot and Steventon
Zumba
Pilates
Boxfit

Clubbercise
Zumba Gold
Post Natal Fitness
www.gemmapearcefitness.co.uk
Facebook: Gemma Pearce Fitness
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Other than where stated and in reports of Parish
Council matters any opinions expressed are not
those of the Parish Council
Items for the August issue should be sent by July 15th
to news@harwellparish.co.uk
Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High
Street, Tel: 01235 835430 and
Sarah Medley, 31 Cornflower Close, Harwell, Didcot,
OX11 6ES Tel: 07754584306
If you know someone who has not received their copy,
then email newsrounds@harwellparish.co.uk
Advertising queries to the clerk
Parish Contact Information
All contact information can also be found on the
parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk
Phone: 07749 361957
Post to: Clerk, Harwell PC, Harwell Village Hall, High
Street, Harwell, OX11 0EX
Core office hours, in the Village Hall, are 9am to 4pm
Monday
District Councillors
Sarah.Medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Hayleigh.Gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Campus Ward: Mike.Murray@causewayland.com
County Councillor:
Mike.Fox-Davies@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
073939 79510
MP Ed Vaizey
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA.
020 7219 6350
dicksonce@parliament.uk
Harwell News edited by Phil and Alexis John
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