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In this edition

D-Day Commemoration at the RAF Harwell Memorial Stone
8th June 2019
This year‟s service marking the 75th anniversary of D-Day was organised
by the Harwell Branch of the Royal British Legion with the support of
Harwell Campus and of Harwell and Chilton Churches.
Wreaths were laid by Senior Officers from Vauxhall and Dennison
Barracks, RAF Benson, 38 Group RAF, Local Councillors, RBL County,
Branches and Veterans Organisations from across Berkshire and
Oxfordshire and on behalf of the local communities and on site businesses,
led by the Guest of Honour, from 38 Group RAF – the same Group whose
aircraft took off from Harwell in 1944.
Cadets from Wantage and Didcot ATC Squadrons formed a Guard of
Honour and laid a wreath along with pupils of Chilton Primary school.
£183.62 was collected for the Poppy Appeal. Harwell Branch thanks all
who participated and helped make the day a success.
photos by Simon Haycox
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Editorial notes: Harwell News is published in alternate
months. Other than where stated and in reports of Parish
Council matters any opinions expressed are not those of
the Parish Council.
Items for the October issue should be sent by September
15th to news@harwelIparish.co.uk Distribution is by
Penny Marsh, Chapel House, High Street, Tel: 01235
845 430 and Sarah Medley, 31 Cornflower Close,
Harwell, Didcot, OX11 6ES Tel: 07754 584 306
If you know someone who has not received their copy
then email newsrounds@ harwellparish.co.uk
Advertising queries to the clerk
Parish Contact Information:
All contact information can also be found on the Parish
web pages at www.harwellparish.co.uk
Clerk: tel. 07749 361 937 Post to: Clerk, Harwell Parish
Council, Harwell Village Hall, High Street, Harwell,
0X11 0EX.
Core office hours, in the office at the
Village Hall, are 9am to 4pm Monday
District Councillors
sarah.medley @ whitehorsedc.gov.uk
hayleigh.gasgoigne @ whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Campus Ward: janet.shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
County Councillor:
mike.fox-davies@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Tel. 07393 979 510
MP Ed Vaizey House of Commons, SW1A 0AA. 02072
196 350 vaizeye@parliament.uk www.vaizey.com
Constituency office tel. 01235 768 888
Parish Councillors
The Parish Council is now nearly at full strength, four
members having been co-opted since the election,
when 6 stood for the 11 places. There is still a vacancy
for the Campus Ward. Councillors are:
Wah Cheng Lee
David Munyemweri
Dellands, Didcot Road
Jeremy Hawthorne (Vice-chair) 33 Orchard Way
Syed Aly
Sarah Soames
2 Tyrrells Close 07849 533808
Debbie Turner (Chair)
46 Orchard Way 07530 053776
Martin Ricketts
16 The Park 01235 835628
David Roberts
22 The Croft
Dee Boughton-Waite
7 Hengest Gate
Neil Paterson

The Annual Footpaths Walk will be held on
Sunday 8th September, starting at 2pm at the
village hall.
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Overgrown hedges and trees
Please ensure all hedges/trees etc which abut or
overhang public footpaths, pavements and roads
are cut back and do not impede pedestrians or
drivers.
Local organisations contacts:
The council maintains a list of local organisations
on its website - see under village then local village
organisations. Please check that your organisation
is correctly listed, and if not, please let the Clerk
know so that the listing can be updated, thankyou.

Part-time Groundsman required
The Parish Council is looking for a casual
part-time worker to assist in the cemetery.
Duties will include grass cutting, tidying,
keeping records and liaising with funeral
directors, stonemasons etc. Training will
be provided. Anyone interested should
contact the Clerk, details on the left.
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Parish Council Meetings
At the June meeting, two members of the public and a
parish councillor had various comments about the June
Harwell News; several other comments and complaints
had also been received. The Clerk reported that the
editors had resigned. Mrs Turner reminded everyone
that the editors were volunteers with the best intentions
and eager to give their time to the parish, and thanked
them for their efforts. There was discussion of the
editorial guidelines and Mr Lee volunteered to check
and revise them for consideration by Councillors in
July.
Under Lands matters, the site for the proposed groundsmen‟s building, between the pavilion and the play area,
was discussed; the Clerk was to find out from the Vale
WHDC if planning permission is needed. The Clerk was
also asked to seek advice from the solicitor on all legal
options regarding security of recreation ground and car
park, including possible installation of gates and/or
fencing. It was also agreed that the Council should that
investigate the possibilities of installing a MUGA
including football and basketball facilities and of a skate
park on the recreation ground – see the separate item on
these.
Various planning applications were considered; no
objections were made but to several the Council asked
the Vale WHDC to consider neighbours‟ comments. On
the Audit review, part of it was deferred, but the
Council agreed that the system of internal financial
controls was adequate during the 2018-19 financial
year.
Following the PC decision not to install a vehicleactivated speed sign at Rowstock, a resident has urged
the council to consider zebra crossings. Ms Fisher
commented that East Hendred PC is to undertake a
traffic speed survey and co-ordinated efforts from
adjoining parish councils would be appreciated. The
Council agreed to consider paying for a similar survey.
At the July meeting in the open forum the Boundary
Park manager said that they were hosting an emergency
services event in coordination with MIND on 31st
August, and were looking for contribution towards the
facilities they need to provide at the event. It was agreed
to consider the matter in time for the event.
Also, at the open forum, Peter Davies of the Royal
British Legion explained about the remembrance parade
logistics and asked the Parish Council if it could take on
some of the necessary functions such as handling the
road closure application and publicity and possibly first
aid provision. The Council said it could set up a
committee to handle this, and Mr Davies agreed to assist
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it as necessary. In a later agenda item the Council
agreed to do this.
Under planning there were several property extensions
and an application for a new dwelling in Townsend, to
all of which the Parish Council asked the Vale WHDC
to consider any comments from neighbours. On
amended plans for 2 buildings south of Thomson
Avenue on the campus, the PC commented that the
vehicular entrance on Eighth St still appeared to require
cyclists and pedestrians to give way to cars, which
affects the amenity of the combined cycle & footpath.
The Council requested that priority is given to users of
this pathway over vehicles. Full details can be found on
the PC‟s web pages under planning.
Under Council-owned lands matters, there was
discussion of the progress in preparation of the
document under which the pavilion is to be leased to the
Scout Group; it was agreed there should be a break
clause specifying 5-year intervals. It was noted several
saplings in the new Cemetery hedge had died; it was
agreed that they should be replaced at the appropriate
time, towards the end of the year.
On the Harwell News, the Clerk reported that following
her invitation to them, one of the 2 other candidates for
editing the newsletter had said she would like to take up
the offer for the October issue. It was agreed that the
Councillor with previous experience of editing it,
Martin Ricketts, should edit the August issue then one
or both of the previous candidates should take a turn
before the editorship is decided.
There was a request that a handrail be installed at the
steps in front of the alms-houses, but the item was
deferred pending further discussion. Traffic calming
was again on the agenda following complaints about
speeding and dangerous roads by residents. The
Council discussed possible mitigation measures, and
approved that a traffic monitor should be fitted to assess
traffic in Rowstock and on Reading Road. It would be
used first near Silverdown, Reading Road.

07889 881 525
quotes@firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk
www.firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk
*Tree Thinning
*Tree Felling
*Tree Removal
*Tree Reduction
*Dead Wood Removal*Hedge Trimming
*Landscaping
*Stump Grinding
We are City & Guilds qualified and insured
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Recreation Ground Enhancements

S106 money for local organisations

You may already be aware that the council is currently
looking at several projects for the recreation ground,
and the views of residents are always welcome. Some of
the following projects have funding already, some will
be financed through Section 106 money from local
developers, some will need to be funded by the council,
possibly with the help of grants.

In addition to the Section 106 money available to
the Council, the following organisations have been
allocated funding through S106 agreements:

There are proposals for:

Harwell Village Hall £24k from 1 agreement

Installing gates at the car park entrance, adding planters
and some solar lighting bollards – these would all be
funded from Section 106 funds which have already been
received from developers.

There is also £11,887 for indoor bowls, £11,307 for
rugby pitches/pavilion in the parish, £8,480 for a
rugby pavilion at the Campus, £34,466 for cricket
pitches/pavilion in the parish, £71,814 for football
pitches, including artificial pitches, in the parish,
£8,000 for pavilion enhancement in the parish,
£39,956 for a new sports pavilion at Harwell rec &
£64,014 for indoor sports.

Re-marking the car park spaces
Creating a copse, small wooded or wildflower area.
Installing a small skate/BMX track - £10,000 is
available through S106 funds.

Harwell Bowls Club £25k from 2 agreements
Harwellian Club (formerly Royal British Legion
Club) - £43k from 3 agreements

Installing new play equipment (ideas so far include
inclusive equipment, toddler equipment & equipment
for older children/teenagers.

Release of the money is dependent on the stage of
building on each development and can be claimed
by the organisation. When applying for the funds, a
fully-costed proposal should be submitted to the
Vale council using the relevant form - the Vale‟s
helpful webpage can be found by entering „s106
spending‟ in their search box.

Installing a Multi-use games area to include an allweather football and basketball pitch - £11,912 is
available through S106 funds, and there is also more
possible S106 money for artificial football pitches.

The PC has written to several local organisations
but if your organisation has not received a letter
and you would like more information please email
the Parish Clerk.

Installing more gym equipment, possibly with a signed
running route – some S106 money may be available.

If you have any comments/suggestions or would like to
know more about any of these projects, please contact
the Clerk.
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HARWELL WI
The Oxfordshire Federation of WIs’
Centenary was celebrated twice in
July by Harwell WI. Firstly, as part
of the larger Didcot group we met with other WI
members in a glorious garden in Blewbury for
Prosecco and a picnic. Then at our Village Hall,
with (yes) more Prosecco and a feast of summer
puddings.
Speaking of feasts, we won a rosette for our float
entry at the Harwell Feast. In our opinion, we
outdid the ‘Strictly’ TV show!
A number of us also had a vineyard tour and
tasting on 2 July at the Bothy Vineyard, Frilford
Heath, followed by lunch at The Dog House, next
door. The vineyard owner described its history; its
microclimate; grape varieties; and growing
techniques; and several bottles were uncorked for
us to taste their crisp and fruity wines. They did
quite well out of us at the shop!
Continuing the food and drink theme, in August,
when we have no formal meeting, we will be
taking over the tables at The Hart for a meal and
merriment.
All this eating and drinking means we will have to
exercise more! Fortunately, the routines
demonstrated by Carl Davis at our June meeting
will help us do that. Carl took us through
exercises for each muscle group and showed us
how they could be adapted in our own homes and
how to fit them around our daily activities. Carl
runs the Fitness Class at the Village Hall on
Monday mornings.
July has proved to be a busy month – not just
nutritionally, but also culturally. The Blewbury
Players put on a performance of ‘The Crucible’
which a few of us attended. Our July walk took us
to the Pierrepont Café on Harwell Campus. There
is another walk planned in August from Benson.
Our regular programme of meetings in the Village
Hall resumes on 11 September with something a
little risqué. ‘Bishops, Sex, and Money’ is the
theme of our speaker Tony Stafford’s talk. We
continue to meet at The Hart on Wednesdays at
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10.30 a.m. for an hour for coffee. It is open to
anyone in the village (including men).
The ‘Knitters’ on Monday evenings at The Hart,
have produced, between them, over 200 mini
bobble hats for Age UK’s Big Knit. Some of us are
now making blankets for premature babies. You
don’t have to be a WI member to join us.
To find our more, please call our Secretary on
01235 835430. Our website is: harwellwi.org email
harwellwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk.
Tuesdays in term time
9.30 - 11.30am
We start again on 10th
September
Fun club is a volunteerled group; it is a great place for children to
socialise, make friends and learn valuable life
skills and most importantly have fun!
Parents can use it as a place to meet new
friends, to have a much needed adult
conversation, get advice and support.....we are
often sleep deprived, fed up of fussy eaters and
terrible two tantrums, but to share experiences
makes being a parent just that little bit easier!!
For Fun Club to continue working so well, we are
in need of some more lovely mummies, daddies
or grandparents to help run the group....it’s not
a full time job, it’s not being committed every
week, but if you could take a turn to arrive a bit
earlier to help set up or stay at the end of a
session to help close up (ten minutes if we have
the mum power) the bigger the team the easier
it is! Find us on Facebook – Harwell Fun Club.
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Little Pippins Pre-school
for children aged 2½ - 5.

Term 5 ended with an exciting
win for our float in the Harwell
Feast parade. The children did
an amazing job at producing the artwork; it was an
amazing reflection of all the lovely visits, activities
and learning which we managed to cover
throughout that term.
Also, a big thank you to everyone who visited our
tombola stall at the Feast. We managed to raise
£208, and along with a further £420 raised in our
summer raffle this term, this will go towards our
outside learning room which is the next project we
are working towards at Pippins. This will enhance
our outside learning programme, building on the
amazing opportunities we are able to offer with our
Forest School sessions.
To bring this year to an end, we have continued
with our „Growing and Changing‟ theme, looking at
how we grow and what we need to ensure we are
healthy. The Pre-school garden is blooming with
various fruit and vegetables, which the children are
nurturing and even trying at snack times! „Mrs Bun
the Baker‟ has also been helping us learn about
the importance of healthy eating, along with weekly
cooking lessons for the children, teaching them
some very simple but yummy recipes. We have
been able to continue with our popular Yoga and
Boogie Beats sessions, both of which the children
really look forward too.
During these final couple of weeks, the pirates
have landed at Pre-school - ah-hoy me hearties!
Our pirate ship in the garden has become centre
stage for games and some lovely imaginary role
play.

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk
Artist and Framer with 25 years’
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell.
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching, Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
No order paid for unless entirely satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992

PYO Orchard Fruits July / August
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We have been on treasure hunts, walking the
plank, eye spy hunts … the list goes on! The
children have made flags, pirate obstacle courses
along with embracing a variety of sensory messy
play involving sand, corn-flour, shaving foam and
of course lots of water with our sprinkler!
Even with all the fun and excitement at Pre-school,
we have been busy with preparing our older
children who are moving on to school. Those
moving onto Harwell School have enjoyed
swimming sessions as part of their transition – as
you can imagine, these have been very popular
with the children. We have been visiting all our
new Little Pippins at home and very much look
forward to welcoming them in September.
We have ended the Pre-school year with our lovely
summer outing to Beale Park and said our final
farewell to our leavers.
Just when we thought the year was coming to an
end, we welcomed Ofsted for our inspection! Once
the report has been finalised, we will publish the
results on our website.
We are now full for this September, but we may be
able to offer places during the year when they
become available. Please contact us to make an
appointment if you would like to have a look
around and register your child. The deadline for
registration to start in September 2020 is Friday
1st May 2020.
Tel:
01235 821741
Email:
office@littlepippins.org.uk
Website:
www.littlepippins.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
Freeman Orchard, Gaveston Road, Harwell,
Registered Charity No.1105994
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We have several announcements to make this
month. Firstly, a belated thank you to Debbie
Greenfield and all the people who worked so hard
to make this year‟s Safari Supper such a
successful fundraising event again. This time the
profits were split three ways between The Scouts,
Style Acre and the Village Hall and each group
was given £1150 towards a fundraising goal. We
have put ours towards improved signage for the
Hall, both on site and in the village. In particular,
there is a new sign at the junction of Westfield and
Reading Road to help people find the larger car
park at the back of the hall, as the High Street car
park is small and often fills up.
Secondly, as he steps down as Trustee, we wish
to thank Keith Beswick, one of our longest-serving
Trustees and former Chair of Harwell Village Hall
for all his years of dedication and hard work and to
welcome him as our first Patron! This honorary
position entitles Keith to participate in Trustee
Meetings for as long as he wishes, but is less
onerous than his previous roles. We are also
saying thank you to Viv Smith as she steps down
at the end of her term as Trustee. Viv held the
position of Temporary Chair as we established our
new constitution and worked tirelessly to ensure
that the way we work as a Charitable Incorporated
Organisation is in line with the rigorous
expectations of the Charity Commission. Viv has
promised not to be a stranger and is still happy to
lend a hand from time to time - many thanks Viv.
We‟d like to say a very Happy Birthday to Big
Ginger Tom Music which is celebrating their
second anniversary and two years of putting on
fabulous music events at Harwell Village Hall! You
have put Harwell well and truly on the folk music
map - thank you!
Hall summer and autumn availability: As we begin
the school holidays, many of our regular bookings
take a break, so there is lots of opportunity for ad
hoc bookings. When term starts again, in
September, we are fully booked in the evenings
from Monday to Thursday, but do have empty
spaces during the day, including Wednesday and
Thursday mornings, so if you are thinking of
starting a class visit
www.harwellvillagehall.co.uk/book-a-hall or email
bookings@harwellvillagehall.co.uk.
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If you are interested in getting involved with the
running of our village hall, we‟d love to hear from
you. We are particularly keen to hear from anyone
who could be available for a couple of hours a
month to help with gardening.
Contact us at chair@harwellvillagehall.co.uk and
let us know how you‟d like to help. To find out
what‟s on at the hall, including music, theatre,
lectures and film, visit:
www.harwellvillagehall.co.uk/events.
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News from Harwell Primary School
We have reached the end of another positive and busy
year at Harwell School. Our work to continue to
improve the physical environment at the school has seen
a rejuvenated school hall; new playground markings in
the KS2 playground; installation of basketball hoops; a
scooter and cycle storage area and over the summer
holidays most of the school flat roof will be replaced!
We are immensely grateful to Harwell Gardeners Club
for their continuing support with the sensory garden
which children and adults really enjoy. They have also
been busily helping around the rest of the school such as
the flower boxes by the entrance door; it is lovely to
pass by on the way into school.
This part of the school year is always tinged with a little
sadness as is a time for goodbyes as we send our Year 6
pupils off to their new senior schools with our very best
wishes as confident, capable, courteous young people,
with the school bell ringing long in their memory. As
Year 6 move on, we are looking forward to welcoming
our Foundation Class in September.
Mrs Martin, the Foundation Lead, has completed home
visits for most of the new starters and I would like to
thank the families for making her so welcome. This will
mean a smoother transition for the children in
September.
As well as saying goodbye and good luck to Year 6, and
a few other pupils who start new schools in September,
Miss Rowntree also leaves us to continue her own
teaching journey at Stephen Freeman Primary School
together with Mrs Gregory and Mrs Cottrell; both of
whom are expecting new additions to their families. We
are looking forward to welcoming two new teachers in
September, Miss Thomson and Miss Rockett; I know
you will wish them all the very best.
This is the end of my fifth year as Headteacher and it
has been a pleasure to see the children progress and
really embody our school ethos, showing Respect,
Resilience, Resourcefulness and Responsibility. They
are Happy to Learn and this is reflected in all that has
happened this year, including results. At Key Stage 2,
our results in Reading, GPS (Spelling and Grammar)
and Maths are well above national levels once again.
While there are always challenges along the way, (and
no doubt will continue to be), we have endeavoured to
listen and respond to concerns raised. The Governors,
Senior Leadership Team, staff and myself will assess
the priorities for the coming year and adapt the Raising
Achievement Priorities accordingly.
The Summer term is always the busiest of the year, with
still so much to learn, sports day and plays to produce.
Our KS2 school production, „Heroes and Villains‟ was a
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fantastic culmination of weeks of hard work led by my
Assistant Headteacher and Year 6 class lead, Oana
Shorter. It was wonderful to see such confident,
courageous individuals from every year group in Key
Stage 2 take part. A huge thank you to everyone who
gave up their time to make it such a success.
As we break for the holidays, I would like to extend my
thanks to all for, once again, making Harwell School a
fantastic place to learn and work, with great children,
fantastic staff, supportive parents and highly skilled
governors.
Once again the Parental support this year has been
tremendous and very much appreciated.
From attending class outcomes, to volunteering at Go
Green evenings, supporting the Harwell School
Association, running the school garden, running extracurricular clubs, listening to children read but most of
all supporting and encouraging their children on their
learning journey - thank you!
I would also like to thank the wider community for their
support. From the Gardening club to the regular
volunteer readers with all the other volunteers in
between, they contribute so much time to the school
which is so gratefully received. We really enjoy being
part of the FullCircle organisation which brings older
and younger people together on a weekly basis, with the
aim of nurturing friendship and understanding between
the generations. If you would be interested in being part
of this, please take a look at their website
https://fullcircleoxon.org.uk/ and contact us in the new
academic year.
Have an amazing summer and I look forward to seeing
you in September. Warm regards, Bryn Gibson
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Harwell Feast – Monday 27 May 2019
Report and invitation
The Harwell Feast organising Committee was
again pleased to extend the festivities throughout
the holiday weekend by offering the Feast
marquee facility to local groups; the HHYFC
football club held their annual presentation
evening on the Friday, and the Scouts held their
annual family prize bingo on the Saturday evening.
Those at this year's Feast will know that the event
was well attended – by an estimated 3,900 adults
plus all the children. And there was a good variety
of activities for all ages, from Mr Punch to the
Ulfhrafnar Vikings - has anyone tried the Viking
recipe at the back of the Feast programme?
Technical problems with the newsletter meant
that the group from Little Pippins receiving the
float-winner’s cup wasn’t entirely visible – see the
back page of this issue; also pictured there the
Bonny Baby winner Joseph Cooper with judge
Carol.
This year we again welcomed some new faces to
our volunteer group and to helpers on the day, to
whom we offer a huge thank-you; and thanks also
to our village shops for selling the programmes in
advance. With the event seeming to grow year on
year, we do need more of you come and help us,
particularly on Feast weekend setting up and
running the event. Supporters give anything from
an hour upwards and are essential the event’s
success.
So look out for how to contact us in next
February’s edition of the Harwell News, or search
online for Harwell Feast where you can register
your support.
We are glad to report there are Surplus funds!
We aim to carry over a certain minimum sum to
support next year’s event but beyond this we will
be considering in September making donations to
Harwell organisations, clubs, and others whose
activities substantially benefit the residents of
Harwell.
The Feast Committee hereby invites applications
for funding; if you wish to be considered please
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write a note explaining your request with detailed
costings, including other support and existing
resources etc., to enable the Committee to make
an informed decision; the closing date for
applications is Saturday 31st August.
Please send your submission by email to
info@harwellfeast.com or by post to Harwell
Feast Committee, 8 Fiddlers Orchard, Harwell,
OX11 0FR.
The 2019 Harwell Feast Organisers were:
Mike and Jayne Conway, Patricia Cooke, Karen
Cruddis, Susan Lambert, Janice Markey, Sharon
Palmer, Martin Ricketts, Philip Roberts, Reg Waite
and Warren Taylor.
More details about the annual Village Quiz will be
in the October issue but make a note of the date:

Friday 22nd November
Road closure Blenheim Hill 6th October
Blenheim Hill is to be closed for one day at
Teasel Bank for resurfacing.
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Harwell Parish History Group
The HPHG are grateful to the Feast Committee for their
help with our first ever stall at the Feast. Many visitors
were particularly absorbed in the display on Harwell‟s
past pubs – seven but still counting, with at least two
more to locate, especially the Boot, which seems to
have disappeared in the 1840s.
Visitors asked questions about family history, The
Croft, Adnam‟s Farm, whether this area was
Lancastrian in the Wars of the Roses, the Harwell Stone
– and churches in Ireland. We have answered most of
these with the help of the Royal British Legion‟s
Harwell Branch, and members of Blackfriars in St.
Giles, Oxford.
What follows is an appeal for help. There are only 7 of
us plus one consultant, while David Marsh has given
guidance with the Village Hall‟s Audio-Visual
equipment. We would welcome more people keen to do
research, are happy to assist, and would like to know if
you are engaged in such a project. But we also need
other kinds of help. So….
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Below is our programme for the rest of 2019, and the
start of 2020, All take place in the Cherry Hall, starting
at 7.30 p.m., with tickets at the door priced £3.00 (but
see above for membership benefits!)
18 September Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century
Recipe Books: writing for and by women. Malcolm
Thick, F.R.Hist.S.
16 October The Kennet and Avon Canal, Past and
Present. Charles East, Volunteer Boatmaster.
20 Novmber The Art of the Agricultural Smock Mrs.
Patricia Cooke.
15 January Just a beginning? The Grove Road Iron Age
settlement and its hidden human face. Andrew Manning
MA MCIfA, Wessex Archeology.
JMC janemcard@waitrose.com
My Wild Story at Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education Centre
Come explore the stories hiding on our nature
reserve and discover a wild story of your own!

Join the Harwell Parish History Group

Tues. 27 – Thurs. 29 August 2019 10am- 3pm

We are a (very) small band of enthusiasts who

Listen! Everything has a story to tell, from the
towering oak to the tiny ladybird. Come explore the
stories hiding on our nature reserve and discover a
wild story of your own!

• research all aspects of local history
• run a popular series of evening talks (currently 6 per
year) with our own and guest speakers

• maintain the permanent exhibition of posters in the
Village Hall foyer

Activities are aimed at children 4-11 years. All
children must be accompanied by an adult. Please
remember to come dressed for the weather.
Activities take around two hours to complete so
please arrive at a time that suits.

• give talks to local groups

Booking is ESSENTIAL £5 per child; adults free.

• answer questions from Harwellians past and present
about the history of their parish.

Go online at www.bbowt.org.uk and search the
events, email sceec@bbowt.org.uk or telephone
01235 862 024.

• mount periodic exhibitions on themed aspects of local
history

We need help to grow:
• to do more research – is there an aspect of local
history which interests you?
• to help with the physical work of changing the
permanent exhibition from time to time
• to help putting up, manning, and dismantling our
occasional exhibitions
• or you could just enjoy the talks and exhibitions, or
learn about the village‟s history
JOIN FOR JUST £5 FOR THE REST OF 2019
This gives you free entry to the September, October and
November talks, where entry is usually £3 per talk. You
can join at the September meeting.

Location: Sutton Courtenay Environmental
Education Centre, Sutton Courtenay Road, Didcot,
Oxon, OX14 4TE
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Hello from Hayleigh & Sarah - an update from
your Local District Councillors

Polling stations review: The councils are carrying out a
review of the polling districts and polling places to help
ensure that they meet the needs of voters. All views are
welcome, and the council is especially keen to hear
from disabled residents and those who have experience
of assisting disabled people with access requirements.
Comments are open until Friday 27 September. Have
your say by visiting the Vale website
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ or send a written
response to Electoral Services, South Oxfordshire and
Vale of White Horse District Councils, 135 Eastern
Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, OX14 4SB.

Hello! It is now 3 months since we were elected as your
new district councillors, and we have been busy with
various meetings and training courses to help us get up
to speed with our new roles, as well as enjoying getting
stuck into council business. At the latest Planning
Committee meeting, Sarah addressed the committee to
highlight the objections of local residents and parish
councils to the proposed service station at the A34
Chilton interchange, and we‟re very pleased to report
that the application was refused after a unanimous vote.

New Shuttle Bus to Oxford: the Science Transit
Shuttle (ST1) is a new bus service now running every
30 minutes Monday to Friday between Harwell Campus
and Oxford via the A34. Passengers can use the new
ST2 bus in Oxford to travel onwards to the JR Hospital.
Visit https://www.thames-travel.co.uk/science-shuttle/

15th July was the second Full Council meeting since the
elections, and as new councillors it was a real honour to
be part of the important decisions made by the council
that evening. Council voted to officially oppose the
building of the proposed Oxford to Cambridge
Expressway, due to the negative impact that it will have
on the residents and the natural environment across the
Vale, and the extra traffic it will bring to the already
overstretched A34.
Another big decision of the evening was to establish a
brand-new Climate Emergency Advisory Committee,
which will work with partner organisations, local
businesses and community groups to tackle the issue of
the climate emergency. Hayleigh used her maiden
speech at Council to show her support for this, and to
highlight the recent formation of the Sustainable
Harwell group right here on our doorstep. Hayleigh will
be a member of this new Climate Committee, so if you
have ideas you‟d like to share then please do get in
touch!
In other council news, we‟d like to pass on the
following information:
‘Turn it Off' for better air quality: Vale of White
Horse and South Oxfordshire district councils have
launched a joint campaign to help improve air quality
across southern Oxfordshire, by asking drivers to turn
off their engines when stopped for a minute or more.
The campaign has been endorsed by Public Health
England, for more information visit
southandvale.gov.uk/turnitoff

Finally, we don‟t just spend all our time in council
meetings, as we love being out and about at the fantastic
local events In our community – we had a great time at
the Harwell Feast celebrations at the end of May, and
since then we‟ve had fun volunteering at the Great
Western Park Community Litter Pick and the Chilton
Village & Harwell Campus Full STEAM Ahead Family
Fun day.
In June we were thrilled to cheer on the cyclists in the
OVO Energy Women‟s Tour professional cycling race
as they passed through Harwell! Many thanks to all the
organisers and volunteers for their hard work to make
these community events such a great success.
Remember, if you have any queries or issues you‟d like
to raise with us, please do not hesitate to get in touch our email addresses are:
hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and
sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
We have also now set up a dedicated councillor
Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh Gascoigne & Sarah
Medley. To stay up to date with the latest news, please
Like our Facebook page and Follow us on Twitter:
@hayleighhelium and @SarahMedley91
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Oxfordshire County Council News
from County Councillor Mike Fox-Davies
NHS announces Oxfordshire will be part of new
joined-up health and care system
Oxfordshire is to be part of a new „integrated care
systems‟ created by the NHS in England to improve
health and social care services. The new joined up care
system also covers Buckinghamshire and Berkshire
West.
The NHS and local authorities in the three areas aim to
deliver a person-centred vision for health and care
services, making sure services are planned and delivered
as locally as possible. Health and care organisations will
work collectively to bring better health outcomes for
people and ensure effort is not duplicated or resources
wasted.
Local services can provide better and more joined-up
care for patients when different organisations work
together in this way. Integrated care systems can better
understand data about local people‟s health, allowing
them to provide care that is tailored to individual needs.
By working alongside councils and drawing on the
expertise of others such as local charities and
community groups, the local authorities and the NHS
can help people to live healthier lives for longer, and to
stay out of hospital when they do not need to be there.
Social Workers Identify County Lines Risk
Social workers from Oxfordshire County Council are
set to use a new “screening tool” as part of their work to
help children being exploited by so-called “county
lines” drugs gangs and those who may be at risk of
being exploited.
The numbers of such children at any one time is
comparatively small both locally and nationally, but
organisations in Oxfordshire regard any child being
abused as one too many.
Now the approach has been adapted to cover all forms
of exploitation including child drug exploitation. The
screening tools lists the factors that in combination
would show if a child may be starting to become at risk
of being exploited – triggering professionals to act
quickly.
County council announces major £13m highway
improvement programme
The county council recently announced an extra £13m
for road maintenance for this financial year on top of its
existing £18.5m programme of work – this follows last
year‟s additional £12m boost This year‟s additional
money will be spent across Oxfordshire‟s towns and
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villages on resurfacing, drainage, bridge repairs and
footways.
Repairs and improvements on Oxfordshire‟s roads
continue with more than 34,000 potholes repaired over
the last year, a 45 per cent increase on the previous year
- with more major repairs to come over the summer.
Last year‟s extra cash saw more than 37 extra miles of
road being resurfaced through a range of methods which
also included surface dressing and micro-asphalting –
both of which make road surfaces waterproof and
extend their life.
Electric vehicles contribute to county council’s
carbon neutral commitment
Oxfordshire County Council has taken delivery of a new
fleet of electric cars and vans for its fire and rescue
service and general staff pool car resource. As the
largest council in Oxfordshire, the county council has
already taken a strong lead and committed to being
carbon neutral by 2030.
The vehicles can travel up to 160 miles on a single
charge and will be used by Fire Safety Officers and as
pool vehicles. There are charging points at fire stations
and County Hall.
Pilot project could restrict traffic outside
Oxfordshire schools in a bid to reduce air pollution
The county council is considering the possibility of
launching a „School Streets‟ pilot project. The project
aims to reclaim roads outside schools from traffic at the
start and end of each day, reducing air pollution outside
the school gates and making it easier for children to
walk, cycle or scoot to school. Two years ago, the east
London borough of Hackney developed a blueprint for
restricting traffic outside schools at opening and closing
times.
Seven schools are participating and since the launch of
„School Streets‟, the proportion of children cycling to
school has increased by more than 50 per cent, with
traffic outside the school gates reducing by around twothirds. „School Streets‟ projects have also been a
success in Solihull and Edinburgh, with traffic flows
reduced and plans in place to expand the schemes.
Following a successful Oxfordshire Schools Clean Air
Network seminar at County Hall on Clean Air Day, six
Oxfordshire schools have already expressed interest in
joining the pilot.
Cllr Mike Fox-Davies
Hendreds and Harwell Division
Oxfordshire County Council
073939 79510
Mike.Fox-Davies@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Sustainable Harwell

Hello ladies!

In July the first meeting of Sustainable Harwell was
held at The Village Hall to discuss what we could
do in our area to tackle climate change, reduce
pollution and waste and improve the environment.
The meeting was very well-attended with over 30
people considering how we could have an impact
and make changes as individuals as well as
brainstorming ideas about how we could do things
together as a community.

Fancy making friends and
having some fun?

A summary of Sustainable Choices is now
available which suggests things we can do as
individuals to help. It can be downloaded from
harwellvillage.uk.
At the next meeting we are going to decide how to
take forward some of the many ideas people
suggested for acting together as a community.
The meeting is open to anyone and if you would
like to come along and join in you are very
welcome. It will be held at 7.30 pm at the Cherry
Hall on Wednesday 2nd October.

Come along and give Girls
with Power WI a try - your
first meeting is free.
We meet on the third Thursday of each month at
7.30pm in the Northern Neighbourhood
Community Centre on the Great Western Park
development in Didcot - OX11 6AS.
August is our 'holiday month' but we will be back
again in September with some easy to learn, fun
dances from around the world! On Thursday 19th
we will be welcoming Lily Sell-Dunkley.
LILY SELL-DUNKLEY has had her own business
teaching Circle Dance since 1998 and now has 3
weekly groups in Oxfordshire. She runs residential
courses and is a guest teacher for courses around
the country and abroad. She has taken Circle
Dance to dozens of Oxfordshire W.I.s and W.I.
Dance Dabble days.
On Thursday 17th October we will have a craft
evening. One of our members will lead us in
making Christmas decorations/gifts.
On 21st November we will be hosting 'The Chilli
Farmer', Ian Paxton. Then on 19th December we
will have our annual Christmas party.
There will, of course, be tea and cakes at every
meeting. Ladies, you are very welcome to join us
and meet the group. Any questions email

karentucker32@hotmail.com
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Didcot & District U3A enables people no longer
in full time employment to help each other to
share their knowledge, skills, interests and
experiences in numerous Interest Groups, . . .
.and could be for YOU!
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Sophie Coe Prize – the best world prize for
food history writing
Malcolm Thick, Historian and Chair of Harwell
Parish History Group has been awarded the
Sophie Coe Prize.

We meet at 2 pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each
month at the Didcot Civic Hall.

Malcolm photographed earlier this year.

The Sophie Coe Prize is the longest-running and
most generous prize for writing in food history in
the English language, given once a year for an
essay or article up to 10,000 words on any aspect
of the history of food. First awarded in 1995, the
fund that administers the prize was founded in the
memory of Sophie Coe the eminent food historian
who died in 1994.
Malcolm was awarded the prize for his informative
and original paper, „The Sale of Produce from NonCommercial Gardens in Late Medieval and Early
Modern England‟. The judges said that Malcolm‟s
work offers “new insights into one of the mysteries
of food in the British Isles: the supply of
vegetables, historically, in English food,” revealing
through careful scholarship the true place of
vegetables in the historic British Diet.
The article was published in the Agricultural
Review in June 2018, and can be found online via
the Sophie Coe website.
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Harwell Gardeners’ Club

Didcot Cycle Review

On August 5th we have an evening visit to „Old
Camps‟ near Newbury. Featured on Gardeners‟
World this is a breath-taking garden, set in over an
acre, which benefits from panoramic views over
Watership Down. The garden is built on the site of
a Roman Camp and Bath House. Costs are £10
members and £12 for visitors. Please contact Ruth
Alexander on 01235 835359 if you would like to go
on this trip.

A 20-page document has been produced which gives a
review of Didcot‟s cycling routes on 1st June 2019. The
review was organised by local cycling groups as an
input to the LCWIP process - Local Cycling and
Walking Infrastructure Plans, and for County, District
and Town Councillors and planners to understand the
status and issues of Didcot‟s cycling facilities.

In September we will be at St Matthew‟s Church on
Monday 2nd at 7.30 p.m. Our speaker will be
Margaret Easter who will give us a talk on „Herbs
For The Garden‟. Visitors always welcome and
your first visit is free.
Our annual Produce Show takes place on
Saturday 14th September at Harwell School.
Schedules are available from Bob‟s Butchers. The
show is open to anyone; you do not need to be in
Gardeners‟ Club to enter. There are classes to suit
everyone and include cookery, vegetable growing,
arts & crafts and photography.
Children have their own classes to enter and can
also enter any of the adult classes too. Harwell
School have their own show which Gardeners‟
Club judge for them.
All are welcome to come in at 3.00 p.m. to see the
results of the judging. You can even buy some
prize winning cakes, fruit and veg etc.

The original request for a cycle review came from Cllr.
Suzanne Bartington as part of her desire to cycle around
all Oxfordshire towns and Oxford with local cyclists to
see the issues facing the County‟s cyclists. Marybeth
Harasz also requested a cycle review around Didcot as
research for the Didcot Garden Town Project.
You can get the document - search online for HarBUG,
the Harwell Bicycle Users Group and it is currently the
latest news story, with a link to the document, which
includes a map and photos.
Christians against poverty
Later this month your household might experience all
the excitement of exam results and planning next steps
in a career or study. Good luck to everyone waiting for
news! The local CAP Money team is offering a quickie
budget management session for young people on
Monday 9 September at 7.30pm in Harwell church
lounge. It‟s completely free and will last around one and
a half hours and will give you hints, tips, and materials
to help you on your way! More info at about CAP at
capmoneycourse.org, where you can also enter your
postcode to find the session and book on it, or email us
at
harwellandchiltoncap@gmail.com
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Some photographs of the summer so far:

Clockwise from above – Little Pippins with the Cup for Best Float in the
Feast parade; Feast Bonny Baby winner Joseph Cooper with judge Carol;
the Gardeners’ Club entry at Blewbury Show in the Intersociety class,
where Janice Markey’s vase of flowers was judged best floral exhibit in
the Show; the cast of Harwell School’s production of Heroes and Villains;
and below another Feast photo – the Abingdon Morris Men.
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