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1. Josie Pickles who won 1st prize in the Children's Class
'Make a Bug Hotel'
2. Sophie Crofts who won 1st prize in the Children's Class
‘Something I Grew'.
3. Joseph Crofts who won 1st prize in the Children's Class
'A Caterpillar Made from Fruit and Veg.
4. Jayne Newman who won the Laurie Chumbly
Photographic Trophy and The Novices Trophy.
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Harwell Parish Council
There was an additional extraordinary meeting in July to
consider planning applications that needed an early response
and consider a grant to the This is my Hand charity. The
Council approved a £100 donation towards the event being
held at Boundary Park on 31st July. The planning applications
were minor and details can be found in the minutes available
on the PC web pages.
There wasn’t a regular PC meeting in August but again there
was an extra one, held before the Lands meeting on the 4th
Tuesday of the month, just to look at planning applications. An
amended plan for the proposed care home at Alma Barn had
only small changes; the Council agreed that its previous
comments still stood, and asked the Vale WHDC to, among
other things, require an improved provision for cyclists and
pedestrians along the Didcot Road in front of the site.
At the September meeting, the Open Forum at the start of the
meeting heard from two residents of Reading Road as well as
from our County and one District Councillor. The residents
were concerned about increased traffic on the Reading Road
and road safety at the Wantage Road junction, where the
improvements promised have apparently been dropped. The
Clerk said that there is to be some traffic-monitoring on
Reading Road soon.
As well as having a written report, the Council heard from Mr
Fox-Davies about several road and traffic matters in the Parish.
The GWP roads haven’t yet been taken over by OCC from the
developer, so OCC can’t deal with problems there.
Our District Councillors had also provided a written report;
look for these with the minutes in due course. Sarah Medley
attended to answer questions; she had organised the
footpaths walk and was thanked for this.
The question of having a Sustainability policy was discussed; a
group of Councillors agreed to bring a draft document to the
Council, and to liaise with the new Sustainable Harwell group.
There were all the regular items, planning, finance, payments
to approve etc. Following a request, a donation of £100 to the
Oxfordshire Association for the Blind was agreed.
Then recommendations from the Lands Committee were
considered. The Council approved in principle several projects
within the Recreation Ground, subject to finance from the

various housing-related s106 funds. These are: a gate or gates
at the car park entrance, a copse with wildflower area in the
west field, a cycling/running route around the rec, with
marked distances, a BMX pump track and a small all-weather
area with a permanent goal. For more details and a plan, go
to page 6 of this publication.
The Council approved the registration of any of its lands not
already registered. It is seeking legal advice on the Council’s
options with respect to controlling the Recreation Ground
boundaries, and approved a quote from its solicitor for this
advice.
It was reported that there was a problem with an item of play
equipment. As this is near the site for the new staff building it
may be removed and relocated in due course after repair.
It was also reported that a quote had been received for
maintenance of the Jupiter bridge equipment. The Council
agreed that replacement might be a better option and decided
to await a further quote for the work.
The provision of a handrail at the steps in front of the
almshouses was considered. The decision was not to pay for
this as the Council did not wish to encourage use of the steps
when there was alternative access available.
The PC’s website was discussed; there are new requirements
for accessibility, and Mr Lee agreed to liaise with Mr Marsh,
who maintains the site, to find out what is needed.
New guidelines for the newsletter editor, along with notes for
contributors and advertisers, were approved. If you are a
contributor, or are considering contributing, please take a few
minutes to look at these on the PC web pages, and so make
the editor’s job as straightforward as possible.
Speeding and Traffic Issues
The council has received several recent complaints about
speeding and other traffic issues around the parish (see
comments from County Councillor Mike Fox-Davies overleaf),
but speeding is a police matter and only the police can
prosecute.
Community Speedwatch is a national initiative in which active
members of local communities can, with the support of the
Police, monitor speeds of vehicles using speed detection
devices – full training is provided.
Please visit www.communityspeedwatch.org for more details.
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Hello from Hayleigh and Sarah - your Local District Councillors
Hello! We hope
that everyone has
enjoyed a welldeserved summer
holiday
break.
Sunday 18th August
was a historic day
for the local area,
with the demolition of the final three cooling towers of Didcot
A power station. Like many others, we watched from a safe
distance, and we now find it very strange driving from Harwell
in the direction of Didcot without seeing the familiar landmark
on the skyline! On Sunday 8th September we helped
co-ordinate the Harwell Footpaths Walk, an important annual
event in the village to ensure the public rights of way remain
accessible. Thank you to the residents who came along, we
hope you enjoyed the sunny Sunday afternoon stroll around
the village as much as we did.
We’d like to pass on the following information from the council:
Every household must confirm their details: Household Enquiry
Forms (a.k.a. “yellow letters”) are being sent to every home in
the district, and residents are required to confirm everyone
over the age of 16 that lives in their property. As soon as you
receive your yellow letter, visit housholdresponse.com/
southandvale to confirm your details or update your
information (you will need the two-part code on the yellow
letter to do this). For residents who don't have access to the
internet, you can confirm your details by post using the
pre-paid envelope that comes with the letter. If all the details
are correct, you can also confirm this by phone using the
contact numbers on the letter.
Jobs Fair in Didcot
On Tuesday 15 October our South and Vale Business Support
team are teaming up with Soha to host a jobs fair at
Cornerstone Arts Centre. The event takes place between 1pm
and 5.30pm. There'll be an assortment of flexible and part-time
roles on offer, including vacancies that are tailored for young
people and for those coming back into work. Please help
spread the word to friends and family.
Harwell Feast AGM
Tuesday 15th October at 7.30pm
At the Harwellian Club
All Welcome
By the time you read this the Feast Committee will
have met and considered applications for funding
assistance. The awards will be announced and distributed at the AGM. We hope some recipients of
this year's grants will tell us the difference the
grant makes to their organisations.
It’s not too early to volunteer help at next year’s
event – on-the-day help is always needed, so contact us by email at info (at) harwellfeast.com

Changes proposed to support Vale residents on low income –
have your say
Residents and local organisations in the Vale of White Horse are
being asked to comment on some proposed changes aimed at
supporting people on low income. The Council is proposing to
make three amendments to its Council Tax Reduction Scheme
to benefit some people of working age who receive a reduction
in their council tax payments. To find out more and comment
on the proposed changes please visit:
https://survey.southandvale.gov.uk/s/ValeCTRS/
before 5pm on Wednesday 9 October 2019.
Community grants worth up to £75,000 are now available
Local groups in the Vale of White Horse can apply for grants
totalling up to £75,000 as part of a community grant scheme
which has opened this month. Groups can apply for a minimum
of £1,000 (and up to 50 per cent of the total cost) towards
projects which benefit the local community. The final amounts
awarded will depend on the number of applicants. Applications
are invited between 2 September 2019 - midday 28 October
2019. Decisions will be made by the end January 2020.
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/
community-advice-and-support/grants/new-homes-bonuscommunity-grant
Pop-Up Business School in Shrivenham - 7th – 11th October
The PopUp Business School is coming to Shrivenham on 7-11
October. Would-be entrepreneurs from the Vale can attend the
free, five-day course taking place at the Viscountess
Barrington's Memorial Hall from 10am-3pm. The school gives
positive and practical training on how to get a business idea off
the ground through a series of hands-on workshops.
Registration is now open via
popupbusinessschool.co.uk/shrivenham.
Remember, if you have any queries or issues you’d like to raise
with us, please do not hesitate to get in touch - our email
addresses are hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and
sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. We have also now set up
a dedicated councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh Gascoigne
& Sarah Medley. To stay up to date with the latest news, please
Like our Facebook page and Follow us on Twitter:
@hayleighhelium and @SarahMedley91.
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Oxfordshire County Council Report from Mike Fox-Davies, your Oxfordshire
County Councillor for Blewbury, Upton, Chilton, Harwell, Steventon, East
Hendred, West Hendred and Ardington.
Your District Councillors for my parishes are Janet Shelley (Ardington and both Hendreds);
Matthew Barber (Steventon); Sarah Medley and Hayleigh Gascoigne sharing Harwell, Chilton,
Upton and Blewbury.
Although I regularly attend the Parish Meetings for all eight of
my Parishes, I am aware that the information from those
reports does not necessarily reach all the residents of my
division. So, when possible, I will be providing a summary of
my activities as your County Councillor, as well as any
noteworthy County developments.
Over the past couple of months, I have attended meetings of
the Full Council and the three main committees of which I am
a member. These are the Joint Health Overview Scrutiny
Committee (JHOSC); the Performance Scrutiny Committee
(PSC); and the Planning and regulations Committee. I also
carry out duties as Deputy Chairman (Back Benchers).
Additionally, I sit on several sub-groups which have also met
several times during the same period: the Transport Cabinet
Advisory Group; the Transformation group of the PSC and
Audit and Performance Committees; and the Task and Finish
sub group of JHOSC which I chair, scrutinising the progress by
the NHS Project Group following the ‘temporary’ closure of
the overnight beds at Wantage hospital some 3 years ago and
how best to serve the healthcare needs of the population of
OX12.
I will give more details on the progress of these sub-groups in
future reports.
I also continue to support local events and organisations
within my eight parishes by contributing my time and business
expertise as well as participating in and attending fund raising
events for local charities. It’s always a pleasure to meet you at
these. I have much admiration for the enthusiasm and
generosity of those who support their community’s efforts.
One major success for residents was a motion I presented in
July to Full Council as I have had many complaints from
parishes about the slow adoption by the County of
infrastructure on new housing developments, where the

Contractors had finished the
housing, but was not finishing
the ancillary works necessary
for OCC to sign off on the
infrastructure as complete.
I was initially planning to
request financial pressure such as a bond to help accelerate
the works but was surprised to find that such powers currently
exist but were not being applied by the officers responsible.
So, the motion changed to DEMAND that the OCC Directorate
responsible used ALL the powers at their disposal to ensure
the contractors delivered on their responsibilities ASAP.
This issue is one that all Councillors were experiencing so the
motion was passed unanimously (and worth noting that it was
passed in less that 5 minutes, a record for efficient use of time
within the Full Council). It is my strong belief that motions put
forward should be neither frivolous, nor ill-informed and
should be expedited with efficiency for the benefit of the
electorate rather than be used for political posturing.
Speeding
During the past few months residents have raised many issues
about speed through the village and I have asked the officers
for an update on the progress of the traffic calming that was
discussed over 12 months ago.
My suggestion is to arrange a meeting with them and the
Parish Councillors in the near future to try and get a
conclusion to the plans for village as soon as possible.
Once those plans are agreed I will ensure they are included in
the Parish News.
Mike Fox-Davies
mike.fox-davies@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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News from Harwell Primary School
Do you have a child due to start school in September 2020?

provision).

This means children born between 1 September 2015 and 31
August 2016. I If you do, please come and take a look round
the school on Wednesday, 20th November 2019 when we will
be holding both an Open Morning (9:15am start) and an Open
Evening (6:00pm start).
Come and see our fantastic school facilities, meet senior staff
and governors, see examples of work throughout the school
and have a tour led by some of our older pupils. Please contact
the school office by email: office.2563@harwell.oxon.sch.uk to
let us know you will be joining us. I look forward to meeting
prospective new parents on that day.
Admissions for Harwell School are controlled by OCC.
Application for places must be made via their online procedure
which opens on 1st November. The deadline for receipt of
completed applications is 15th January 2020.
The new school year saw us welcoming a full class of thirty
children into our Foundation Class and eight other new children
across the school. We have also welcomed two new teachers
and an additional member of staff to The Barn (our after school

After a six week break, it has been wonderful to see the
children and hear about their adventures over the summer.
They have settled back into the school routines and their new
classes as seamlessly as if summer had never happened.
The children are, as always fantastic and it has been a really
positive start to the year.
After many years of dealing with a leaky roof, OCC agreed to
replace the majority of the flat roofing at the school. Working
throughout the summer holidays, they are nearly finished!
As I write, we are preparing to host the annual Village Produce
Show. The school corridors are full of amazing and imaginative
artwork from the school’s pupils, whilst the hall has some
fantastic displays of flowers, art and produce from village
residents. Many thanks to Harwell School Association for
volunteering to run the refreshments and for the Harwell
Gardeners Club who put so much effort into organising the
event.
Jane Moreton, Harwell School Business Manager

Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service
The Remembrance Sunday parade and service this year will be on Sunday 10th November. The Parade will form up at Townsend at
10.30am and set off for the War Memorial for the service there at 10.45am. After the service the Parade will continue to the
Church.
Following the Church service, the RBL will march to a short ceremony at the War Graves where all are invited.
Any Village Organisation wishing to take part or to lay a wreath should contact Peter Davies via
harwell.committee1@rbl.community (wreath ordering deadline 16th October)

Armistice Day
A short ceremony consisting of a 2 minutes silence will be held on Monday 11th November at 11:00am at the War Memorial

Our Scouts, Cubs,
Beavers
and
Explorers are now
returning to their
autumn
activities
after the summer break. The summer was an exciting time for
some with many Scouts spending a week on camp near Cardiff
(highlights included white-water rafting and visiting ‘Big Pit’). A
group of Explorers and leaders spent two weeks travelling
across Europe reaching the Adriatic coast in Croatia by way of
Belgium, France, Germany, Austria, Italy and Slovenia!

same in Harwell so if you are within the circulation of this
broadsheet and want your child to join Beavers when he/she
reaches the qualifying age PLEASE get their name on our
waiting list. If you leave it until after they are old enough it may
be too late! Our Cub Scouts and Scout sections are currently
full, however still get in touch as places may become available.
Anyone new to our village whose children have previously been
Scouts elsewhere would be given priority.

The refurbishment of the former Sports Pavilion on Harwell
Recreation ground is progressing. We’d love to hear from
anyone skilled in Plasterwork, Electricals or Plumbing and
willing to support local Scouting. The tasks are quite small to
those who know what they are doing. We are also fundraising
to support the refurbishment – if you feel you can help please
get in touch.

Our capacity to grow as a Group depends entirely on our
Volunteer Leaders. Should you be inclined to explore how you
might assist PLEASE get in touch. The only pre-requisite is you
have some spare time and are prepared to give it a go. For all
enquiries call Brian on 07736 691426 or e-mail
gsl@harwellscouting.org.uk

We will be holding our regular fireworks display on the 8th
November on the School playing fields. Gates will open at 7pm,
entry by donation and a bar and BBQ will be available.

Nationally, Scouting continues to be very popular and this is the

5

The Harwell News

Issue 218

Recreation Grounds Proposals - your views please!
The Parish Council has recently given details in here of some
proposals which it is considering and which might be funded
from developments in the Parish. Below we show a plan
containing some of these ideas, and Councillors would like to
hear any comments you may have. The main suggestions
shown in the plan are:
1. An accessible path taking in most of the rec. with a surface of
crushed stone or similar, chosen to blend in with the grass with
a width of maybe 2 metres. The route along the Reading Road
edge needs to avoid steep slopes and ground with exposed
tree roots.

orchard within the wooded area, and inset is an alternative
where the trees would be towards the north of the rec. beyond
the meadow area with several paths.
3. A pump track for BMX close to the south end of the
embankment.
4. Additional exercise areas possibly along the north edge of
the near field.
5. All-weather surface around the existing goal.
Or is there something we’ve missed and you’d like to see? Send
your comments to the Clerk at clerk@harwellparish.co.uk.

2. A wooded area, wild flower meadow and possibly orchard
taking up part of the western field. The main plan shows an

•
•
•
•
•

24/7 manned service
Airport transfers
Taxis to and from Didcot Parkway Station
Vehicles that can accommodate up to 6 people
Wheelchair accessible vehicles

Call us anytime on 01235 812345 or
e-mail us on bookings@pryors.co.uk
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Swire Ridgeway Arts Prize 2020
The Friends of the Ridgeway are delighted to announce that
the Swire Ridgeway Arts Prize will again be held in April 2020.
The aim of the competition is to bring The Ridgeway to life not
only as a long distance trail but as an artistic inspiration, and to
show The Ridgeway, its history and environs, in all their aspects
throughout all seasons. The theme of the competition is ‘Spirit
of the Ridgeway’.

Street, Uffington, Oxfordshire, SN7 7RA), located in the centre
of the beautiful and historic rural village of Uffington in the
Vale of the White Horse. In addition, there will be a second
exhibition in the Chilterns the following weekend. The
Ridgeway Friends Day will be on Sunday 19 April 2020 which
will include our AGM as well as the arts prize giving. For more
information, contact:

There will be an exhibition of works submitted for the
competition as part of the Ridgeway Friends Day. It will be
open to the public on Saturday 18 April and Sunday 19 April
2020 in the Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall, Uffington (Broad

Anthony Burdall
Chairman, Friends of the Ridgeway
Tel: 01367 240713, Mob: 07841352938,
Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net

Harwell Charity Craft Fair - Sunday 17th November 2019
It is amazing how quickly this event comes around and I know
many of you look forward to it. This year we are again raising
funds for Lewy Body Dementia and The MS Therapy Centre,
Milton Park.

boasting goodies to eat and drink, and contributions are
welcomed for this as well.

Once again I am looking for help on the tea and cake bar and
for people to donate tasty home made cakes, biscuits and pies
to sell either on the refreshments bar, or on the dedicated
cake, etc. stall run by Di Baker.

Offers of cakes, biscuits etc to myself or Di Baker.

Offers of help or items for the tombola to me Kath Luker on
lukerkath@gmail.com or 01235 861057.
Thank you.

We will, of course, be running the ever popular Tombola stall,

07889 881 525
quotes@firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk
www.firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk
*Tree Thinning *Tree Felling
*Tree Removal *Tree Reduction
*Dead Wood Removal *Hedge Trimming
*Landscaping
*Stump Grinding
We are City & Guilds qualified and insured

7

The Harwell News

Issue 218

Harwell WI
We hope you all had an enjoyable summer. Harwell WI
certainly did when half of our members took over The Hart
one evening for our yearly summer dinner. As usual the
cuisine and the service were excellent!
Yeoman Tony Stafford, the speaker at our September meeting,
was an impressive sight in his black and red Beefeaters’
uniform. His talk on ‘Bishops, Sex, and Money’ focused on
events, episcopal prisoners (and their sources of income!), the
ravens (and the breeding thereof) at the Tower of London
over the centuries. There also seemed to be a lot of
beheadings!
Also, in August, eleven of us walked from Benson to
Warborough and enjoyed lunch at The Six Bells. Our Walk and
Talk group has been going for a year, now, and in September
they set out for East Hendred.
Our October meeting (on 9th) has Kate Saunders as our
speaker. She has developed recipes for reluctant eaters, and
her talk on ‘Cakes with Secret Ingredients’ is likely to send us

to our ovens to test out her suggestions.
Local historian Jane Card will be talking
at our November meeting (13th) about ‘Early Women MPs’.
Jane is incredibly knowledgeable and her talks are always a joy
to listen to. Come and be inspired.
Our Theatre Group is looking forward to a production of ‘Jane
Eyre’ at the Cornerstone at the end of November.
The Didcot Group of WIs is getting together in November in
Chilton. Dr. Sarah Beardsley, of the Rutherford Appleton
Laboratories, will be describing some of the amazing projects
they are involved with. ‘Space on our Doorstep’ is the theme
of her talk.
If you want any further information about our meetings
(second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at Harwell
Village Hall) and other activities, please call our Secretary on
01235 835430. Our website is: harwellwi.org; or you can
email: harwellwi@oxfordshire.co.uk.

Harwell Branch RBL is looking for a
Standard Bearer
The Branch has a position for a volunteer
Standard Bearer to carry to Branch Standard
on formal Parades.
The role does not require any previous military service or
Parade experience, although either is preferred.
Expected commitment will be to attend the Village
Remembrance
Parade
(November)
and
D-Day
Commemoration at the Harwell Campus (June).
Monthly Branch meetings occur January-November where
reports of any involvement can be shared or attended in
person to deliver.
Occasionally we are asked to provide a Standard to attend
funerals, which is provided if the Standard Bearer is
available. Reasonable out of pocket expenses (travel and
uniform) will be covered, training will be provided.
Applications to the Branch Ceremonial Officer, Peter Davies,
via harwell.committee1@rbl.community

Harwell Window Cleaning Service
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5
weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990

Contact Craig Taylor
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob: 07778 661548
www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com
A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home.
Online payment are also welcome.
Other services include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning,
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out
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Harwell Parish History Group
As I write, we are preparing for Malcolm Thick’s talk on
September 18th on Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century
Recipe Books: writing for and by women. The speaker hopes to
bake Queen Cakes according to an eighteenth century recipe.
Following on from Mike Jewess’s talk on the Harwell site, Karen
Carey has kindly volunteered to put together into a short film
about the RAF Harwell base, the material collected by Dr.
Beswick and his video history. Recording and transcribing of the
memories of the Harwell site is ongoing – grateful thanks to all
those who have contributed.
Below is our programme for the rest of 2019 and for 2020. All
talks take place in the Cherry Hall, starting at 7.30 p.m., with
tickets at the door priced £3.00 (but see below for membership
benefits!)
16.10. 2019 The Kennet and Avon Canal, Past and Present.
Charles East, Volunteer Boatmaster.
20.11.2019 The
Art
of
the
Agricultural
Smock
Mrs. Patricia Cooke
15.1. 2020 Just a beginning? The Grove Road Iron Age
settlement and its hidden human face.
Andrew Manning MA MCIfA, Wessex Archaeology.
NOTE: No talk in February.
18.3. 2020 Does this picture tell a true story? Using
artworks as historical evidence.
Jane M. Card, B.A., M.Sc., M.A.
15.4. 2020 Crime, Medicine and Science in History
Dr. Katherine D. Watson, Reader in History,
Oxford Brookes University
Summer break
16.9. 2020 Harwell
through
the
Camera
Lens
Eric Jenkins, Professional Photographer
21.10.2020 Talk by a member of the 'The MG Car Club :
title to be announced.
18.11.2020 “The Great Stink!” Engineers, sewerage
systems and the Victorian battle against dirt.
Dr. Tom Crook, Senior Lecturer in History,
Oxford Brookes University.
Remember that we are now running a membership scheme.
We hope this will encourage even more people to come along
to our talks and learn more about local and national history,
and we have noted that talks on the history of science have
proven very popular. The next opportunity for joining is
JANUARY 2020, when for a subscription of £10 you have free
entry to all 6 talks planned for 2020. Normally the charge is
£3.00 per talk.
HPHG: David Drummond, Helen Drummond, Patricia Cooke,
Graham Sumner, Auriel Lancashire, Malcolm Thick, Jane Card,
supported and assisted by Kath Luker.
Jane M. Card harwellhistorygroup@gmail.com
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Harwell Feast Committee

Village Quiz
Friday 22nd November
7 for 7.30pm in Cherry Hall
Teams of up to 8, £5 per person
Come and enjoy a fun and relaxing evening in
the Village Hall. Prestigious annual cup to be
won and other prizes!
Licensed bar - All Welcome
Book to avoid disappointment!
Contact Susan on 01235 820399
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Harwell Gardeners Club
The Laurie Chumbley Photography Trophy for the entrant
gaining the most points in the photography classes:
1st Jayne Newman 2nd Susan Quinton 3rd Sara Lee
The Art Trophy for the entrant gaining the most points in the
Art Classes:
1st Amelia Cudden 2nd Abigail Pickles
3rd= Joseph Cockburn, Fred Gee, Victoria Burdett
The Adele Harris Trophy for Novice Floral Art:
1st Peggy Brooker 2nd Philip Roberts (no 3rd entry)

Village Produce Show 2019
This was held in Harwell School on Saturday 14th September
and there was again, a good show of vegetables, fruit, flowers
and crafts. There were over 400 entries from 45 entrants
spanning at least 7 to 70 years.
The results were as follows: The David Dewey Memorial Shield for the member of
Gardeners' Club gaining the most points in all classes:
1st Mike Kerswell 2nd Sara Lee 3rd Martin Ricketts
The Harwell Produce Show Shield for the entrant gaining the
most points in all classes:
1st Mike Kerswell 2nd Alwyn Evans 3rd Sara Lee
The Harwell Rose Bowl for the entrant gaining the most points
in the horticultural classes:
1st Mike Kerswell 2nd Alwyn Evans 3rd Oliver Pickles
The Chairman's Trophy for the entrant gaining the most
points in the flower classes:
1st Alwyn Evans 2nd Oliver Pickles 3rd Mike Kerswell
The Rowstock Orchard Trophy for the entrant gaining the
most points in the fruit classes:
1st Sara Lee 2nd Sue Greatbanks 3rd Gordon Culley
The Floral Art Trophy for the entrant gaining most points in
the Floral Art classes:
1st Debra Davies 2nd Sara Lee 3rd Peggy Brooker

The Mary Turner Salver for the W.I. member gaining the most
points in all classes:
1st Priscilla Sadler 2nd Sue Greatbanks 3rd Janice Markey
The Trophy for the entrant entering the most classes in the
show:
1st Sara Lee (55 entries)
2nd Mike Kerswell 3rd Susan Quinton
The Josie Huckell Trophy for the Floral Art
entry most liked by the judge:
Debra Davies for Fire! Fire!
The Best in Show Trophy for the entry most
liked by the Gardeners’ Club Committee:
Victoria Burdett for a painting depicting
children on a bridge.


Harwell School held their own show using the Produce Show
classes which were judged by Gardeners' Club. Prizes were
awarded at the school assembly.
Thank you to Bryn Gibson for facilitating our use of the school
hall and the children for putting on a fantastic set of entries, in
which every child took part. Also to Harwell School Association
for serving the refreshments and Harwell Feast Committee for
sponsorship.

The Novices Trophy for the novice entrant gaining the most
points in all classes:
1st Jayne Newman 2nd Peggy Brooker 3rd Susan Lambert

Upcoming events: -

The Vegetable Trophy for the entrant gaining most points in
the vegetable classes:
1st Mike Kerswell 2nd Susan Quinton 3rd Oliver Pickles

Monday 4th November is Members Night with 3 different
speakers. The competition is A succulent or Cactus.

The Domestic Cup for the entrant gaining the most points in
the domestic classes:
1st Martin Ricketts 2nd Sara Lee 3rd Priscilla Sadler
The Young People's Challenge Trophy for the young person 15
years or under gaining the most points in all classes for which
they are eligible:
1st Oliver Pickles 2nd Abigail Pickles 3rd Josie Pickles
The Handicraft Trophy for the entrant gaining most points in
the handicraft classes:
1st John Hunt
2nd= Peggy Brooker, Susan Lambert, Priscilla Sadler & Barry
Sadler.

Monday 7th October Britain in Bloom – a talk by Jim Buttress.
The competition is Harwell in Bloom.

Monday 2nd December is our AGM and Christmas Party.
All meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in St Matthews. New members
are welcome at any time; just drop into a monthly meeting or
contact Janice Markey on jvmarkey@googlemail.com or
01235 832802.

Jigsaw containing Harwell Church
Linda Benton, whose picture of Harwell Feast you may have,
has produced another of her montages of buildings from local
villages and this one features Harwell Church. It is available as
a jigsaw puzzle from The Framing Studio in Didcot. See how
many of the other old buildings you can identify!
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Didcot and District U3A - ‘It’s never
too late to expand your horizons . . .’

The Harwellian Club

The University of the Third Age (U3A) offers the opportunity
to share your knowledge, experience and talents with others
and learn from them in friendly surroundings. There are over
35 Interest Groups to choose from!
There are also day trips - we will be visiting Beaulieu at
Christmas (20th Nov) - and the ‘outdoor activities’ of the
monthly Walking, Natural History and Gardening Groups.
Our meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at
2pm at the Didcot Civic Hall and visitors are always welcome
to come to a meeting as a ‘taster’ before joining. Our
upcoming Guest Speakers are:
• 15 October - From Guns & Roses to Hearts & Flowers Catherine Jones speaking as Kate Lace
• 19 November - The Mitfords in the Cotswolds - Muriel
Pilkington
• 17 December - Christmas Lunch - Christmas Music with
Didcot Divas
For further information please contact the following:
Chair - chairman@didcotu3a.org Tel: 01235 510048
Secretary - secretary@didcotu3a.org Tel: 0784 5922237
Membership - membership@didcotu3a.org

Saturday 28 September - 8pm

Brian & Lynn Burscough - PR for the Didcot & District U3A

Free entry for members, £5 non members

Sharing a life can change a life...
The Shared Lives scheme matches people who need additional
support to be independent, with
carers and their families. Sharing
a family’s life means that people
who need support can choose to
become part of an ordinary
household, instead of staying in
residential care or being looked
after by a team of support workers.
Could you give someone the chance to learn and grow,
develop new skills and gain the confidence to become as
independent as possible in a family environment?
Become a Shared Lives Carer in a home based, paid role
oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives

COMMUNITY COFFEE
MORNINGS
at The Hart of Harwell
Wednesdays 10.30 - 11.30 a.m.
All welcome
(just turn up!)
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Bus Services
Our local bus services over the past few years have become
more frequent and user friendly. There are now FIVE local
routes regularly from our village & Rowstock. The latest ST1
route is a fast service every 30 minutes, from Harwell
Campus direct to Oxford, via Rowstock & Milton Hill (but not
through our High Street).
The village now has FOUR services:
• X32 - express from Wantage to Oxford (via Didcot &
Milton Park)
• X33 - fast service from Wantage to Abingdon
• 33 - from Wantage to Abingdon through Milton & Sutton
Courtenay
• 98 – From Harwell Lab to Didcot Parkway & Orchard
Centre, via Gt Western Park.
The village can now boast, at certain times of day, up to SIX
buses every hour on weekdays in both directions. I believe we
are a very lucky village. However, as said over the years: “use
them or we could lose them!”
So, who needs to drive to Didcot with the officious fines at The
Orchard Centre, if you overstay by 2 hours or even then,
return in less than 2 hours, all automated by CCTV and an £80
fine levied if you don’t conform with the Orchard Centre
system! So, no cinema unless you pay at the meter, no nice
coffees or lunches in The Orchard Centre unless you pay to go
over their 2 hours rule.
All timetables are clearly available on the Thames Travel
website: www.thames-travel.co.uk
Stewart Lilly

Toastmasters Is Enhancing
Communication Skills In Didcot
Didcot Speakers is a new Toastmasters Public
Speaking Club and from September 2nd we will
be meeting on the first and third Mondays of
each month from 7.15pm - 9.30pm at UTC
Oxfordshire, Greenwood Way, Harwell, OX11 6BZ.
“Start your journey towards becoming a great communicator
and leader” says Club President Miriam Hernandez. “We are
delighted to be moving to our permanent home at UTC, and
we welcome all locals in the area to visit us and join the club.”
Visitors can register for the next event at:
http://visit.didcotspeakers.org.uk, or contact the club at
http://didcotspeakers.org.uk. Guests are also welcome. New
visitors can try out the club for free and will be under no
pressure to give a speech (unless they want to)!
We are a fun, friendly and supportive environment where
members deliver both prepared and impromptu
speeches. The meetings offer opportunities for networking
and receiving constructive feedback. Anybody looking to gain
confidence in public speaking and to develop their leadership
skills can benefit from membership to the club.
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GB Medal Success in World Championships
Congratulations
to
Maddie
Kingston who returned to Harwell
with under 11 girls’ team bronze
from the laser run world
championships!
Maddie was accompanied to
Budapest by mum, Rachel, who
also represented Great Britain in
her age group category.
Maddie and Rachel Kingston

Laser run is a continuous laser
shoot-run and forms part of the
modern pentathlon suite of events.

Suicide prevention

Citizens Advice seeks volunteers
Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale is
looking for volunteers to work in our friendly
offices in Abingdon, Didcot, Faringdon, Henley
and Thame. As well as volunteer advisers, we
also need receptionists, IT specialists and
administrators.
Once trained, volunteer
advisers can make a real difference to our clients by helping
them overcome problems they face with benefits, debt,
employment, housing or family relationship issues.
Last year our 160 volunteers advised over 11,000 people face to
face and by phone, and helped two thirds resolve their
problems. Volunteer advisers can, if they wish, progress to
being paid supervisors. We offer a flexible and supportive
working environment.
If you have eight hours a week to spare (we can be flexible) and
would like to make a contribution to your local community, gain
new skills and meet new people, please visit:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-southvale/volunteer/. Or, if you would like to discuss these
volunteering roles, please email Jon Bright, Director on
jon.bright@osavcab.org.uk

Oxfordshire residents that have been affected by suicide are
urged to give their feedback to help shape a suicide
prevention strategy.
Between 2016 and 2018 there were a total of 155 deaths by
suicide in Oxfordshire. Of these, 126 of these were men which
means that deaths in men outnumbered those in women by
4:1.

The Oxfordshire suicide prevention group is about to revise
its action plan and develop a strategy and wants to hear from
people in Oxfordshire who have been affected by suicide or
who may have had suicidal thoughts themselves.
There is a determination to reduce the numbers of death by
suicide therefore we are asking residents to complete the
survey www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/suicidepreventionsurvey to

Vale and Downland Museum - Events
Lester Piggott: Born to Ride Exhibition - 19th August – 21st
December. He was the first baby born in the maternity unit at
Wantage Hospital in 1935.
Wantage Country Market - Every Friday morning 9.30 –
10.45am – Buy cakes, jams, vegetables. Crafts and much more.
Museum Book Group – Every 2nd Friday of the month 2 –
3.30pm – A relaxed friendly group. For more information and
to join please email info@valeanddownlandmuseum.org.uk.
Knit Knot & Natter – Every 3rd Friday of the month 1.30pm –
3.30pm – A friendly informal group of crafters - bring your own
project, take tuition from other members or just come for a
natter. Free - please support the museum café.
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Help with online scams
Contact Citizens Advice for rapid help with
online scams.
Citizens Advice has set up a new Scams
Action service to help people who have been
scammed or defrauded online, or think they
might have been.
Call a Scams Action specialist adviser on 0300 330 3003 if you
want to report an online scam. You can also call us if you're
acting on behalf of someone else who has been scammed.
We'll let you know what to do next and give you support with
any problems you might be facing.
The Scams Action helpline is open Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. (closed on bank holidays). We don't charge for calls
to the helpline but check with your telephone provider for
their conditions.
You can also use our "chat" service to talk to an adviser on the
web. Chat is available from www.citizensadvice.org.uk
Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more guidance telephone Citizens Advice Consumer
Service on 03454 040506 or visit Citizens Advice during
opening hours. Details of office locations are on
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale

The Cherborne Gallery
& Pictures Framing Service
www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk
Artist and Framer with 25 years’
experience offers a visiting service
in your home.
Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell.
Services include Tapestry Stretching,
Old Canvas Stretching,
Picture Cleaning
And Renovation,
Football Shirts & Memorabilia,
Coins & Trophies
No order paid for unless entirely
satisfied
Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992
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Poppy Appeal 26th October – 11th November 2019
If you would be willing to call house to house during the end of October and early November to collect for the 2019 Royal British
Legion Poppy Appeal, please contact Peter Cox on Harwell.Secretary@RBL.community

BBOWT—Sutton Courtenay
Environmental Education Centre
Family Event: Spook-tacular science - a Halloween special
Tuesday 29th, Wednesday 30th and Thursday 31st October 2019;
10am-3pm
Join us for Halloween-inspired activities and crafts. Wrap up warm as
some activities will be outside.
This event is aimed at children 4 to 11 years old accompanied by an
adult. £5 per child BOOKING ESSENTIAL.

Children's workshop: Bushcraft challenge
Saturday 9th November 2019; 10am-12:30pm
Could you survive in the wild? Come practise your survival skills on
our beautiful autumn nature reserve. Come dressed for the weather
ready to build shelters, light a fire and learn to read nature's signs.
This event is suitable for children over 8 years old, no younger
accompanying siblings please. £10 per child. BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Nature Tots
Oct 16th, 17th & 18th; Nov 13th, 14th & 15;
Dec 11th, 12th, & 13th.
Join us for an adventure with outdoor nature play, crafts and stories
for pre-school age children on our wild and wonderful nature
reserve.
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings once a month in term
time. 9:30am to 11:30am; £7 per child.
Drinks, snacks and mud provided! BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Please visit out website at www.bbowt.org.uk
Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education Centre,
Sutton Courtenay Road, Didcot, Oxon, OX14 4TE
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Other than where stated and in reports of
Parish Council matters any opinions expressed are not those of the Parish Council.
Items for the December issue should be sent
by 15th November to
news@harwellparish.co.uk.
Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House,
High Street, Tel: 01235 845 430 and Sarah
Medley, 31 Cornflower Close, Harwell, Didcot,

Harwell Scout Group
Annual Firework Event

OX11 6ES Tel: 07754 584 306
If you know someone who has not
received their copy, then email
newsrounds@harwellparish.co.uk
Advertising queries to the clerk.
Parish Contact Information

Friday 8th November 2019
at Harwell School
Gates open 7:00pm, Fireworks at 7:30pm
Entry by donation.
BBQ and licensed bar available.
ALL WELCOME!
For safety reasons please do not bring Sparklers.

All contact information can also be found on
the parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk
Phone: 07749 361957
Post to: Clerk, Harwell PC, Harwell
Village Hall, High Street, Harwell, OX11 0EX
Core office hours, in the office at the Village
Hall, are 9am to 4pm Monday
District Councillors
Sarah.Medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Hayleigh.Gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Campus Ward:
Mike.Murray@causewayland.com
County Councillor:
Mike.Fox-Davies@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 073939
79510
MP: Ed VaizeyHouse of Commons, SW1A 0AA.
020 7219 6350
dicksonce@parliament.uk
Harwell News edited by
Alison Fautley
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