
HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

TRAFFIC ISSUES AND ACTION PLAN SEPTEMBER 2019  UPDATED OCTOBER 2019 

The HPC traffic questionnaire in 2018 led to several proposals being put forward to OCC for traffic 

calming, but in the main these proposals were to be paid for from developer funding and sites were 

limited to main roads from Great Western Park, eg Didcot Road & High Street through the village 

itself. Proposals put to OCC were 

• 20 mph speed limit for the whole of Harwell village area 

• Low table-top speed bumps which can act as informal pedestrian crossings at High Street 

near the village hall, Wantage Road near Tyrells Close, Burr Street near the Kicking Donkey, 

Grove Road near the Alder View exit, and if possible at Rowstock on the A417 close to the 

roundabout and near the Harwell bus stops (OCC response re: Rowstock was that this was 

outside the scope of the developer funding). 

• Planters on each side of the road next to the speed bumps 

• Raise the section of Grove Road/High Street junction area 

• Remove the centre white line along High Street and install an advisory cycle lane 

• Warning sign at The Hart corner, eg sign showing sharp bend or “Dead slow” painted on 

road surface 

OCC has considered traffic calming requests and has advised as follows (PC to approve response at 

meeting 8.10.19) –  

OCC officers & Taylor Wimpey consultants attended a site visit to Harwell on 13th August, aiming to 

discuss the parish council’s traffic calming requests in terms of whether they might be possible from 

an engineering perspective. Conclusions summarised below: 

  

• Speed tables difficult because of drainage and the varying nature of the existing kerb levels. 

One solution would be to create speed tables across most of the carriageway, stopping 

10cm or so before the edges. This allows existing drainage to function and doesn’t 

necessitate costly alterations to existing kerbs. This option would potentially impact the 

humps’ ability to act as informal crossing points though. 

• Speed cushions are far easier to install and these work well in our experience. These are an 

option for parts of the road where tables are not possible/practical. 

• In terms of specific locations, outside the Village Hall and the Kicking Donkey are both 

straightforward and should cause no problems. At Tyrills Close, the best location for traffic 

calming measures would be at the junction mouth itself, subject to appropriate design 

around bus stops. At Alder View, OCC would need to undertake a speed survey to ascertain 

whether the current build-out is helping to reduce traffic speed. At the junction of Grove 

Road and High Street, the number of side roads and varying kerb levels would make traffic 

calming measures very difficult to install. At the bend by the Hart of Harwell, an additional 

bend chevrons sign is required to match the existing sign for traffic travelling in the opposite 

direction. Additionally, ‘SLOW’ can be painted on the road here. 



• A 20mph zone covering the whole village is recommended (not exclusively the main road) 

but this would require appropriate conditions to ensure speeds comply (humps, bends etc.). 

  

Ultimately, speed tables may not be possible in all locations requested, particularly at the Grove 

Road junction. Also, the 20mph zone needs to be supported by measures designed to slow traffic so 

that it becomes reasonably self-enforcing, throughout its area (e.g. humps / bends / cushions etc). 

  

 

Several residents have raised concerns, some of which have previously been discussed by the council 

– these concerns are summarised below. The council has agreed to carry out traffic monitoring in 

various locations  (Reading Road, Rowstock, Burr Street, Grove Road) – clerk is arranging this. Any 

actions approved by council would take place after results from the monitoring have been received. 

County Councillor Mike Fox-Davies is aware of most of these issues/complaints. 

 

COMPLAINT/ISSUE NOTES ACTION 

   

Speeding on A4185 Already raised with OCC; MFD 
liaises with resident but 
speeding is a police issue, OCC 
can only supply signs. 

Ask MFD for update 
Ask police to use speed 
device? 

Need for pedestrian crossing, 
VAS at Rowstock 

PC considered installing a VAS 
but decided against this 2019. 
£4300 In budget for this 

Re-allocate funds to new 
project, possibly crossing? 

Speeding at Miles East, GWP Police issue but OCC need to 
make sure signs are correct 

Ask OCC to install correct signs 
asap then ask police to use 
speeding device 

Speeding on Reading Road Police issue Ask police to monitor with 
speeding device 

Extra traffic on Reading Road 
since Link Road opened – 
dangerous/difficult to cross 
road 

Wait for traffic data Consider crossing/camera? 

Incorrect signage Grove 
Road/Barrow Lane 

Resident asked for 20mph sign 
to be removed as drivers 
cannot go that fast safely in 
the location anyway 

MFD raised with OCC? 

Speeding Grove Road & 
difficult to cross road 

Police issue but OCC need to 
ensure signs are correct 
 
Wait for traffic data 
 
MFD has responded to one 
resident re: lack of speed 
humps 

Ask OCC to check signs then 
ask police to monitor with 
speeding device 
Consider crossing/camera? 

Dangerous pinch point Grove 
Road 

Signs are wrong?  



MFD has reported this issue to 
OCC  

Speeding on Burr Street Police issue Ask police to monitor with 
speeding device 

Dangerous parking High 
Street/Church Lane 

PCSO Deane has asked OCC for 
white lines at junction to 
prevent parking and helping to 
maintain visibility. OCC advised 
him to contact PC as PC could 
“secure the necessary financial 
cost” for a Traffic Regulation 
Order, as OCC has no available 
funds. Clerk has asked for 
costs. 

Once costs are known, apply 
to OCC for TRO. 

 

Residents from Reading Road have drafted a questionnaire which they propose to take round to all 

Harwell & Rowstock’s A417 homes in November. They are seeking parish council approval and 

backing for this, and intend to report after all results are obtained. 

 


