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We are very excited to share our amazing 

news with you… 

The Bernadine Soul Acro-dance squad have 

been selected to represent England in the 

‘Dance World Cup’ dubbed the Olympics of 

the dance world. 

Our squad of 15 girls and 1 boy will be travelling to Rome in 

June 2020, to compete against 62 other international 

countries in acrobatic dancing. 

Anna Shorter (14), Zoe Frankum (7) & George Summerfield 

(7), from Harwell Village, will all be part of this squad and will 

spend the next 6 months practising so they can bend, dance 

and flip their way to ‘Cinecitta World’, Italy 

(www.cinecittaworld.it). 

It is a massive honour for all our girls and boy to have been 

selected and we are immensely proud of them. They are all 

working extremely hard to collectively fundraise for their trip, 

so everyone selected can attend, and no one has to miss out. 

If you would like to support our amazing group of children by 

donating any amount we would be most grateful. 

Justgiving (Kim-Belton) 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/kim-belton 

#TeamEnglandDWC 

Bernadine Soul School of Dance -  
Representing England 

War memorial gardens snowdrops  - David Marsh 
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Harwell Parish Council 
December meeting: The main item on the agenda was the 

review of spending to date for the year 2019-20 and setting 

the budget for 2020-21. About 90% of the Parish Council’s 

income comes from the precept, the rest being mainly fees, 

rent and newsletter adverts. A separate item below has some 

details, but the headline figure, namely the rate for a Band D 

property, will be about £60.87. This is 4.1% higher than last 

year but still lower than for the 3 years before that. 

Also at the meeting the Council agreed to go ahead with work 

on some trees in the recreation ground. Although one or more 

of the few felled may have looked healthy, the Council had 

been advised the work was needed. It is intended to plant 

replacements in due course. 

Councillor Cheng Lee had prepared a report the Council’s web 

site and this was discussed; as well as a requirement for 

accessibility there are a number of pages that are not up to 

date. Cheng Lee said he will attend to the part of the work he’s 

capable of between now and June. 

In the open forum, the two residents of Reading Road said 

they had so far received 64 responses to their survey 

regarding traffic on the road, and were working on a full 

report. Two other residents had come to express their concern 

about play equipment being out of use which would, they 

said, only encourage vandalism. Chair Mrs Turner said there 

had been a delay in getting the bridge safety-approved and 

the Council hoped it would soon be completed. 

Mr Wilkinson from HarBUG, the site cycle users group, 

reported that they had put in an application to the County 

Council for a change of status for the Winnaway, from 

footpath to bridleway, which allows cycling. It was noted that 

there had been much opposition from residents & the Council 

already knew of several near-misses between cyclists and 

pedestrians & between cyclists and cars. In previous 

discussions, the Parish Council had said that it could not 

approve a change of status unless the layout of the path is 

changed to make it safer for all users.  

Chair Mrs Turner is to meet residents shortly and hoped to 

arrange a second meeting between residents and HarBUG so 

that concerns could be addressed as much as possible. Until 

the County Council makes a proposal for a Modification Order 

it cannot consider objections. 

January meeting: Under external liaison, Chair Mrs Debbie 

Turner said she had met residents of Barrow Road to hear 

their concerns regarding the Alder View development, the 

main one being the location of Taylor Wimpey’s boundary 

fence which is well away from the old boundary hedge. 

Under Parish matters, the draft pavilion lease document 

between the Parish Council and Scouts was considered and 

approved. 

It was noted that the Jupiter bridge in the play area had been 

reopened following a RoSPA visit. And the request for a 

publicly available noticeboard was discussed. It was suggested 

that the doors be removed from the PC’s board in High Street, 

but for that the noticeboard policy would need revising. 

A report of the interim audit meeting was presented by Mrs 

Turner; several small matters regarding contracts of 

employment and other financial matters were accepted. 

The Council is hoping to improve the section of path between 

the two parts of Westfield, using OCC Priority Funding, some 

of which is only available for a few more months. The Clerk 

reported that still nothing had been heard from either 

landowner. 

Parish Council meetings: These are held on the 2nd Tuesday 

of the month in the Village Hall Committee Room; the full 

schedule and agendas are on the PC’s web pages. 

Councillors Surgery: These are held on the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month in the PC office at the Village Hall. Two Councillors 

will be there between 7 and 8pm.  

Annual Parish Meeting: This will be held on Thursday 23rd 

April in Orchard Hall at 7.30pm. If there are local matters you 

would like to hear reported on, please let the Clerk know in 

plenty of time. 

Parish Council Budget for 2020-21 

You can find the approved budget document with the 

December meeting minutes on the PC’s web pages. It 

envisages income and expenditure of £123.8k of which 

£111.2k is raised by the precept. 

Approximately half of expenditure goes on salaries and nearly 

a tenth between insurance, maintaining the office and the 

Harwell News. Most of the rest is for maintenance, in one way 

or another, of the recreation ground and play area, cemetery 

and churchyard. After minimal work on the trees in these 

areas for a number of years, a proper survey in 2018 indicated 

work was required on several timescales; the urgent and 

medium-priority work is now mostly done, but it was felt 

nearly £10k was needed in the coming year for the remaining 

work, plus an update to the survey. 

The table below has the precept for the last 4 years and the 

coming one, and shows how the number of houses – 

approximating to the band D equivalent tax base – has 

increased due to building both in the village and the Harwell 

part of GWP. The number is for the September before the 

budget, which is what the Vale WHDC uses to convert the 

precept to the Parish’s Council Tax component. 

 

Continued on page 4 

Year 
Tax base Band D 

equivalent 
Precept 

Band D 
charge 

2016-17 1031 £67,962 £65.91 

2017-18 1150 £77,032 £67.00 

2018-19 1394 £93,746 £67.24 

2019-20 1646 £96,277 £58.47 

2020-21 1827 £111,203 £60.87 
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Hello and Happy 

New Year! We 

hope that all the 

residents of 

Harwell village and 

the wider parish 

enjoyed a peaceful 

and restful 

Christmas break. 

Due to purdah rules during the General Election at the end of 

2019, we were unable to publish news relating to policy 

developments at the council, so that is the focus of this 

month’s newsletter. 

Council motions 

In December, the council voted to approve motions on agreeing 

the council’s commitment to exploring planning polices which 

encourage sustainability, updating the council’s equality policy 

and support for the voting age to be lowered to 16. In October, 

the council voted to adopt the Vale’s Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2), 

and motions were passed covering EU citizens’ rights, 

investments in low carbon funds, the A34 and changes to 

working with regional development organisations. Hayleigh 

spoke on LPP2 to highlight that despite our reservations about 

the plan, adopting it was the best option to prevent more 

speculative development, which we know that the villages we 

represent have hugely suffered from in the past.  Sarah used 

her maiden speech at Council to propose a motion to mitigate 

adverse impacts of the UK leaving the EU on the rights of non-

UK EU nationals, including sending an open letter from the 

Leader of the Council to all the non-UK EU nationals in the Vale. 

The letter can be found on the Vale website and in the 

December edition of the Harwell news - please share the letter 

with any friends, family, neighbours or colleagues who might be 

affected. 

Climate Emergency 

Hayleigh is a member of the Vale’s new Climate Emergency 

Advisory Committee, which had its first meeting in October. 

The committee listened to several speakers from across the 

Vale and agreed recommendations to commission work to be 

done by officers and to establish a communications plan to 

engage the community. The major outcome was the committee 

setting target dates for a carbon neutral council by 2030 (75% 

by 2025) and a carbon neutral district by 2045 (75% by 2030). 

Didcot Garden Town Project  

Throughout 2019, council officers have been working hard to 

move ideas for the Didcot Garden Town from the visionary 

stage to real-life project plans. As all the parishes we represent 

lie within the Area of Influence of the Didcot Garden Town, we 

are actively interested in the project and we intend to keep 

parish councils and residents up to date about the next steps 

and upcoming meetings that will support the garden town. At 

the time of writing, a new simplified governance structure for 

the project is about to be reviewed, which includes three 

Sounding Boards: a parish council board, a business board and 

a resident board. This should provide an opportunity for 

Harwell residents and the parish council to provide their views 

on the plans for Didcot Garden Town, which we very much 

welcome, and we will provide further updates as this 

progresses. 

Great Western Park Neighbourhood Park  

Residents of Harwell Parish living on Great Western Park will be 

aware of the ongoing issues surrounding the ‘Neighbourhood 

Park’, a new park built over a year ago which has been fenced 

off ever since. We have been campaigning to get the park open 

since we first got elected last year, so we are pleased to report 

that the children’s play area and surrounding green space is 

now available for the community to enjoy. The tennis courts 

and Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) remain fenced off as these 

facilities need to be put out for tender, and the skate park is 

also still fenced off due to queries over the drainage in the 

surrounding area. Rest assured that we will keep up the 

pressure on behalf of the residents in order to get the rest of 

the park open as soon as possible.  In the meantime, we will 

continue to provide regular updates on the status of the 

Neighbourhood Park, on our Facebook Page and at monthly 

meetings of the Great Western Park Residents’ Association 

(GWPRA) and the Harwell Parish Council.  

Remember, if you have any queries or issues you’d like to raise 

with us, please do not hesitate to get in touch - our email 

addresses are hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and 

sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. We have also now set up 

a dedicated councillor Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/HayleighAndSarah/ 

Hello from Hayleigh and Sarah - your Local District Councillors  
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Volunteers Needed 
Citizens Advice in South and Vale needs 

volunteers to help with: 

• Reception duties in Abingdon, Henley 

     and Thame 

• Advisers in Abingdon and Didcot 

• Head office administration in Abingdon 

• IT support in Didcot and Thame 

• Fundraising (from any location) 

• Communications and website designers (from any location) 

We are a local charity providing free, confidential advice. Last 

year, our 150 skilled advisers helped over 11,000 local people 

from advice centres in Abingdon, Didcot, Faringdon, Henley, 

Thame and Wallingford.   

Many people who come to us face difficult and sometimes 

frightening problems that threaten to overwhelm them. In 

2019 we helped three quarters to resolve their problems.  

For volunteers, we offer a welcoming office environment and 

an opportunity to gain new skills, meet new people and make 

a real and valued contribution to your local community,  

It’s up to you when you volunteer. We normally ask for two 

half days a week but can be flexible. If you are interested, 

please follow this link: 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-

vale/volunteer/ 

Or, if you would like to discuss these volunteering roles, please 

email Jon Bright, Director: jon.bright@osavcab.org.uk 

Due to ill health, Mike Fox-Davies, our Oxfordshire County 

Councillor, has not sent us an update this issue, but he 

assures me that he is well on the way to recovery and hopes 

to be back for our next issue.  We all send Mike our best 

wishes for a speedy recovery and look forward to 

hearing from him again soon! 

Alison Fautley, Editor Harwell News 

Get well soon! 

The council has received several complaints about dog mess 

not being picked up. VWHDC Environmental Wardens will be 

asked to patrol in the parish and can issue penalty fines for 

offending owners.  Please help to keep this parish tidy and 

mess-free by picking up after your dog and placing the mess in 

the bins provided. 

Please pick up after your dog! 

Harwell Parish Council (contd.) 

Recent Planning Applications: 

These applications are ones where the Parish Council made 

comments other than asking that neighbours’ comments be 

taken into account. The full list is on the PC web pages under 

planning. 

 P19/V1672/RM Reserved Matters application for 9 homes in 

Orchard Way, amended plans. 

The Council objected; it said while welcoming the reduction in 

height of the properties it still feels that they are too high for 

the surroundings. It was also concerned that the frontage 

remains hard especially comparing to existing properties in 

Orchard Way, adding that planting fruit trees in the back 

gardens does nothing to soften the appearance of the 

property frontages. Also it re-iterated its previous requests 

that sustainable materials are used where possible. 

P19/V3276/FUL Increase ridge height, add dormers, gables & 

balcony etc at the Old Pumping Station, The Winnaway. 

The Council objected to the changes from the original 

approved application and in particular the extensions to the 

North face of the building where a single gable would be 

replaced by 2 plus a dormer window. The chimney would also 

be raised above the main ridgeline. The PC reiterated its 

previous objections and suggests that these plans add 

substantial bulk to a property in a very sensitive part of the 

parish. 
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Winter is traditionally the busiest time of year for the NHS, and 

so patients are being reminded to only use Emergency 

Departments in Oxford and Banbury in an emergency. 

There are a range of alternative options available for non-

emergency situations to ensure you get the appropriate care 

you need, and save an unnecessary trip to the Emergency 

Department. 

What’s available? 

Self-care is the best choice for minor illnesses and injuries – a 

range of common winter ailments can be treated at home with 

a well-stocked medicine cabinet.  Having a winter plan – such 

as keeping stocked up on medicines, keeping your home warm, 

and looking out for neighbours – can also be beneficial. 

Local pharmacies can give advice on several conditions, such as 

coughs, headaches, upset stomachs and skin conditions, as well 

as advise on stopping coughs and colds from getting worse. 

NHS 111 has call handlers who can help you choose the right 

health services for your needs, as well as a website.   NHS 111 

can put you in touch with a clinician, a GP, book you an 

appointment at your nearest minor injuries unit. You can also 

use NHS 111 online 111.nhs.uk 

Minor injuries units can treat deep cuts, small burns, sprains, 

sports injuries, and infected wounds. To find out your nearest 

MIU please visit the Oxford Health website 

Your local GP may offer extended opening hours into the 

evening or at the weekend. 

Most importantly, only attend Emergency Departments when 

there is a genuine emergency, such as loss of consciousness, 

suspected heart attack or stroke, severe breathing difficulties, 

or severe bleeding that cannot be stopped. 

The Cherborne Gallery 

& Pictures Framing Service 

www.thecherbornegallery.co.uk 

Artist and Framer with 25 years’ 

experience offers a visiting service 

 in your home.  

Approx 10 mile radius of Harwell. 

Services include Tapestry Stretching, 

Old Canvas Stretching, 

Picture Cleaning 

And Renovation,  

Football Shirts & Memorabilia, 

Coins & Trophies 

No order paid for unless entirely 

satisfied 

Call CHERRY on 07765 345 992 

For the garden of your dreams -  

consulta a professional 

 

MARY ANN LE MAY 

GARDEN DESIGNS 

 
Blissets, West Hagbourne, Oxfordshire OX11 0ND 

Tel: 01235 850523  Fax: 01235 851153 

Patients urged to help the NHS help them this winter 
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Little Pippins Pre-School 
What an amazing end to such a successful 

year for Little Pippins pre-school children 

staff and families. The Christmas Tree festival 

and  Santa’s Grotto on Friday 13th December 

at the Harwell School Fair raised an 

impressive £675, with congratulations to the 

Gardener’s Club for being voted the best decorated tree.  Kind 

thanks go to all on the management committee for their hard 

work in organizing the Grotto and sponsorship for the live 

trees, setting up and dismantling at the fair and to all those 

parents and friends who came and supported on the night. 

So much hard work also went into the very colourful and 

exciting Christmas Play performance held at St Matthews   

Church on 16th December.  The characters and costumes were 

second to none, like nothing ever attempted before at Pippins!  

So much excitement, great photo opportunities, and a welcome 

catch up with parents, grandparents and friends over teas & 

coffees, mince pies and homemade vegan cookies. A huge 

thank you to all the staff for all of the organisation, bringing 

props from the pre-school and ushering children into place.  A 

special mention to Martha who expertly stage-managed the 

event from the back of the church, the rest of the staff both on 

stage and in the holding area and to Sam who narrated and led 

the singing.  Some fabulous teamwork from the staff wearing 

outfits that added more fun to the afternoon.  

A big welcome to our new staff, Alice and Gemma, who joined 

us towards the end of last term and who have seamlessly 

expanded the staff team.  So wonderful to have Gemma back 

again after some years away busy looking after her own family. 

Term restarted on Monday 6th January and it’s no stopping as 

we focus and build on topics and ideas suggested by the 

children to enhance their understanding and experiences.  We 

have started the term learning about each other’s pets and we 

look forward to seeing where that takes us later in the term.  

We continue to have close links with Harwell Primary School, 

sharing in the organisation of The Spring Ball, which will be held 

on 29th February.  This is always an exciting evening, with 

music, food and dancing.  

The fundraising team will soon focus on preparations for the 

Harwell Feast.  Yes, it’s never too early to start! This is our 

biggest fundraising opportunity which is held on the second 

bank holiday in May. The management and fundraising 

committees join to maximize efforts leading up to and on the 

day including our float for the parade, fundraising stall and 

raffle.  A diary event not to be missed.  More details to follow, 

or if you would like to be involved sooner then look out for 

dates of the next parent committee meetings which can be 

found on our website and Facebook pages. 

Parents and committee are also asked to help in any way they 

can to maintain the pre-school grounds.  All of this is done on a 

voluntary basis with help from Paul and Lewis with the bigger 

tasks.  During the colder months there is tidying and 

maintenance to be done.  Do please speak to Brenda in the 

office if you feel you can help in some way.   

Our pre-school for 2.5 to 5 year-olds is set in an old orchard in 

the centre of the village.  We have a large play area with a 

willow dome, muddy kitchen, construction zone, forest school, 

nature area, small covered pond and a pirate ship along with a 

large sand pit, covered veranda and plenty of outdoor ride-on 

toys. We can provide outdoor wet weather clothing for wet & 

wild play.  Equally we have indoor play and focused activities on 

offer every session in our warm and inviting building. 

Breakfast club is available for 3 – 11 year-olds from 8am 

Monday to Friday with a walking bus provided to Harwell 

Primary School.  Early Education Funding is available for up to 

15 hours per week and we also offer some funded places for 

2 and a half year-olds. Wrap-around care is offered for those 

children whose parents wish them to attend ‘The Barn’ -

afterschool club at Harwell School.  

We are now full for this academic year with a waiting list for 

places if they do become available.  Our next main admissions 

will be in September 2020 for which allocation of places will 

start in May 2020.  Our main priorities for allocation of places 

are in the following order (highest importance first): Harwell 

village children who will start primary school the following 

September, other funded Harwell village children, unfunded 

Harwell Village children, other children by age and distance of 

home from the Pre-school. 

If you would like your child to join us in September, the 

deadline for registering your child is 1st May 2020.    

To contact us about a place for your child, donations to our 

charity, helping on the volunteer committee or any other 

aspects of the running of the pre-school, check our website 

www.littlepippins.org.uk, email office@littlepippins.org.uk or 

Telephone the office on 01235 821741. 

Little Pippins Pre-school, Charity Registration Number 1105994 

Lorraine Moore, Trustee and Committee Member 

Our very successful Fun Club for 

babies, toddlers & under fours offers a 

range of play activities, arts & crafts, 

singing, healthy snacks & a social 

group for mums, dads, grannies, 

granddads & carers! We welcome 

everyone. There is a range of different toys, games and craft 

activities to keep little ones entertained and it's a great chance 

for adults to meet like-minded people. 

Snacks and refreshments are provided. 

Every Tuesday in term time, 9.30am to 11.30am, Orchard 

Hall, Harwell Village Hall.  £2.50 per family, first session free.  

Harwell Fun Club 
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Many thanks to the 

many Villagers (and 

those from further 

afield) who turned 

out and supported 

our Fireworks back in November. Your kind generosity ensured 

the event achieved our target of making a small profit while 

providing a fun evening. I am pretty sure we will do it all again 

this year. 

Continuing with the theme of local community events you may 

note from our poster that this year we have decided to give our 

Quiz Night a miss. Instead we encourage everyone to join us for 

an old-fashioned Beetle Drive. The earlier time makes the 

event family friendly and with the whole proceedings based on 

speed and chance, everyone is in with a shot of winning.  So 

why not join us for this new venture social evening on March 

28th? See our web site at https://harwellscouts.org.uk (and 

the poster on p16) for more details. 

Christmas has come and gone, and our sectional meetings are 

now settling into a period of consolidation, both looking ahead 

at what we will be offering by way of adventure, and checking 

members personal achievements are on track for their awards.  

While members will embrace whatever the weather throws at 

us, I am sure I speak for most in looking forward to Spring and 

Summer, when we can really wind up the excitement. 

Our pavilion refurbishment remains ongoing with the focus 

currently on completing funding application forms and 

requests.  From a progress standpoint we hope to have the 

main building works completed by Spring, after which we will 

be turning attention to fitting out the new Kitchen and 

installing utilities like heating and Fire Protection. 

May I again remind villagers that our group is quite popular, 

should you want your child to become a Beaver when he/she 

reaches the qualifying age of 5¾ PLEASE get their name on our 

waiting list.  If you leave it until after they are old enough it 

may be too late! While quite full, we will of course squeeze in 

newcomers to our village who have been Scouts elsewhere. 

Others wishing to join may get in touch to see if we have any 

spaces. 

Membership enquiries should be made using our form found 

here:- https://harwellscouts.org.uk/aboutus/joinus/  Over the 

Christmas period some requests did get overlooked for which 

we apologise. Should you do not get a response to any enquiry 

within five days, please repeat the request. 

Our capacity to grow as a Group depends entirely on our 

Volunteer Leaders. If you would like to help, PLEASE get in 

touch, it only takes some spare time and being prepared to 

give it a go.  For all enquiries call Brian on 07736 691426 or 

email gsl@harwellscouting.org.uk 

Welcome to the new year. We hope that 2020  brings you 

health and happiness. 

We had a wonderful end to the last term which was a very busy 

period full of seasonal performances and activities. It started 

with our Parents Decoration afternoon followed by a successful 

Christmas Fair and Tree Festival. It coincided with the school 

bringing in an artificial Ice rink at school. The children had such 

fun over those two days and demonstrated great support for 

each other, teamwork, kindness and plenty of resilience!  

As always, we were delighted to welcome the wider community 

to our school.  

There were some wonderful performances from the children to 

the delight of their teachers, parents, families and friends. The 

Foundation Class ‘We’re going on a Baby Hunt’ (with parental 

participation!), the KS1 Nativity,  the KS2 Concert, the Year 4 

Mummers Play and our School Choir “Singwell” visiting Cherry 

Tree Court and Orchard House were some of the highlights of 

the end of term.   

A huge thank you to all of my staff for their continued hard 

work and dedication. I would also like to thank Mrs Fanstone 

and Mrs Taylor, for their work with our choir ‘Singwell’,  Mrs 

Pickles and the recorder group, parents who made soup for the 

Mummers Play and the Harwell School Association who 

supported all of the evening events.  I would also like to reserve 

a special thank you to all of the children who made the season 

so full of good cheer.  

We are looking forward to the joint Harwell School & Little 

Pippins ‘Ball’ on Saturday February 29th - please contact 

theball@harwellprimaryschool.co.uk. 

With warm regards, 

Bryn Gibson, Harwell School Headteacher 

Harwell Primary School 
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Harwell WI 

Jenny Mallin won ‘The Best in World Cookbook Award’ in 2017 

for A Grandmother’s Legacy.   So we were very fortunate that 

she was the guest speaker for our January meeting. More than 

just a recipe book, it describes a family history dating back to 

the British Raj in India. Jenny’s inspiring and lively presentation 

made memories for us too. 

Our February meeting (12th) promises to be equally special.  

Al Charnett will be talking about (and bringing!) his owls. 

December was, of course, a busy month for everyone.  There 

was a lot of baking for, and serving of, cakes and refreshments 

at the Harwell School Christmas Fair.  We also entered the 

Little Pippins Christmas Tree Festival, decorating our tree with 

handmade stockings, stars and hearts. You may have seen the 

tree gracing the foyer of the Village Hall over the Christmas 

period.  At our own meeting we were treated to songs from 

the shows, performed by Helena Kerswell.  We also raised 

£133 for ACWW (Associated Country Women of the World, to 

which the NFWI is, and therefore all members of the WI are, 

affiliated) by donating 10p for each pair of shoes we own. 

Back to January, our Walk & Talk group met at the Village Hall 

for a ramble and a coffee at Harwell Campus.  Several of us 

also enjoyed a trip to Sadlers Wells Ballet to see ‘Red Shoes’. 

Our Programme Committee has finalised our new programme 

of events and speakers, which begins again in April after our 

Annual Meeting in March. Much to look 

forward to! 

The Oxfordshire Federation (OFWI) is 

holding a Health and Wellbeing Day at Didcot Civic Hall on 

Monday 24th February— you don’t have to be a member to 

attend. Tickets for non-members are £18 and the deadline to 

purchase is 7th February, please call our Secretary on 01235 

835430 forfurther details.  The OFWI Annual Meeting is in 

March, and Tom Heap, of ‘Countryfile’ fame, will be the guest 

speaker. 

Don’t forget our Knit and Natter group on Monday evenings 

at The Hart, and the Wednesday Coffee Mornings (see below), 

also at The Hart. They are open to all.   

Please visit our website: harwellwi.org; or you can email: 

harwellwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk. 

COMMUNITY COFFEE 

MORNINGS 

at The Hart of Harwell 

Wednesdays 10.30 - 11.30 a.m.  

All welcome 
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Mrs. Patricia Cooke’s talk on 20th November on “The Art of the 

Agricultural Smock” was a beautifully illustrated tour around 

the history, construction, fabric and needlework of this 

garment.  She provided examples of the very diverse 

thicknesses of linen used for smocks of different types, and on 

show was the Clack/ Luker family smock of 1840-1860. In 

addition, Mr. Ian Wheeler kindly brought the facsimile smock 

made by his grandmother in the 1970s (during his Morris 

Dancing days). 

At the time of writing we are looking forward to Andrew 

Manning’s talk on the Grove Road Iron Age settlement. There is 

no lecture in February; the programme for March and April is: 

18.3. 2020   The Kennet and Avon Canal, Past and Present 

        Charles East, Volunteer Boatmaster.  (Rescheduled 

        from October 2019) 

15.4. 2020    Crime, Medicine and Science in History 

        Dr. Katherine D. Watson, Reader in History, Oxford 

        Brookes University 

Mr. East is known to many Harwellians and his fascinating 

presentation contains gorgeous photographs.  Dr. Cassie 

Watson’s books include one on Victorian poisoners and a 

textbook on the development of forensic science so readable 

that I consumed it like a novel.  Speakers and topics from 

September are: the professional photographer Eric Jenkins on 

the Harwell site, Adam Sloman on The History of MG Cars at 

Abingdon, and Dr. Tom Crook on “The Great Stink!”.  The Great 

Stink of 1858 was caused by appalling levels of pollution in the 

Thames, so bad it disrupted parliamentary proceedings, it led 

to the building of a proper London sewerage system by Joseph 

Bazalgette. 

Unity Selwyn Caudwell 

Bystanders at November’s Remembrance Day ceremony, 

noticing this female name among the war dead, asked about 

her. 

Unity, born in 1916, was the daughter of Selwyn and 

Eleanor Caudwell, of Gillett’s Farm. She had joined the ATS – 

the Auxiliary Territorial Service – sometime between its 

inception in September 1938, and her death of peritonitis on 

5th October 1940 in the Radcliffe Infirmary. She was, therefore, 

an early recruit. 

Members of the ATS, attached to the Territorial Army, originally 

acted as cooks, clerks and storekeepers and later, after female 

conscription began in 1941, as orderlies, drivers, postal 

workers, ammunition inspectors, and operators of anti-aircraft 

batteries – 335 of these ack-ack girls were killed. Some ATS 

telephonists were among the last British personnel to be 

evacuated from Dunkirk, in May 1940, Unfortunately, ATS 

service records are hard to locate, and we have no details of 

Unity’s service, or how she came to have a perforated 

appendix. Her death certificate records her as “of no 

occupation “presumably because being in the ATS was 

voluntary, not a paid occupation. If anyone has further 

information on Unity, please contact us. 

Jane M. Card   harwellhistorygroup@gmail.com 

Harwell Parish History Group 

 

Sustainable Harwell - February talk 
Our February meeting is on Wednesday 5th 

February, at Harwell Village Hall, titled “From 

Old House to Eco House - making your home 

more energy efficient”.  Our speaker is 

Marianne Suhr, Chartered Building Surveyor 

and historic buildings expert. 

Marianne runs the ‘Old House Consultancy’, 

focusing on domestic projects, sensitively 

repairing and adapting houses in the Oxfordshire area and 

focusing on timber frames, lime mortars and plasters, and 

energy efficiency.   

Our next talk will be on Wednesday 1st April  (see poster) -

topic to be announced. 
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2019 Poppy Appeal 
House to house collections in Harwell, plus the boxes and collecting tins in the Harwell Campus businesses raised a 

total of £2507.77 for the 2019 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

Thank you to everyone for their generosity and a special thanks to all of the house to house collectors and 

businesses that displayed boxes.  

Many thanks, Peter Cox, Harwell Village and Campus Poppy Appeal Organiser  

Staying well this winter 
 Age UK Oxfordshire has once 

again joined forces with local 

partners to provide advice to 

older people on staying healthy 

and well during the winter.  

Brought to you in partnership with Oxfordshire Clinical 

Commissioning Group, Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust, 

South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust and 

Oxfordshire County Council, Age UK Oxfordshire is encouraging 

older people to create a personalised winter plan. As we get 

older, it can be harder to stay healthy in winter, so it is vital 

that everyone is well prepared when the weather takes a turn 

for the worse and the season for flu, coughs and colds really 

kicks in.  

‘Staying Well This Winter’ is full of tips and advice on how to 

look after ourselves and others. This might include having a list 

of emergency phone numbers by your phone, getting repeat 

prescriptions in plenty of time or having a free flu vaccination if 

you are in an ‘at risk’ group. This useful booklet also includes a 

handy checklist of items you may need as part of your winter 

plan.  

Ruth Swift, Head of Community Development at Age UK 

Oxfordshire, said: “We hope that you will find our winter 

booklet useful. Please pass it on to a friend or neighbour so 

that as many of us as possible can stay well this winter.”  

You can download the booklet via www.ageuk.org.uk/

oxfordshire. Alternatively, you can receive a printed copy by 

contacting Age UK Oxfordshire by phone on 01235 849 434 or 

email network@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk.  
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Didcot and District U3A 
A Happy New Year to All and especially newly retired and 

semi-retired individuals in Didcot and around the local area, if 

you have made any New Year resolutions to Live, Laugh and 

Learn this could be exactly what you have been looking for?! 

The Didcot & District U3A meets on the third Tuesday of 

every month in the Didcot Civic Hall at 2 o’clock to discuss 

what the 35+ Interest Groups are getting up to, and to listen 

to interesting speakers.  In the coming months, this includes: 

18th February - 30 Years in the Thames Valley Police as a 

Specialist Fire arms Officer - speaker Mervyn Edwards (Note: 

this replaces the previously advertised topic and speaker) 

17th March - Secret London - Mike Beach  

21st April - Serendipity - Speaker Jenny Malline 

19th May - Annual General Meeting 

So, whether you have a New Year Resolution or you are just 

wanting to keep active in mind and body, why not visit your 

local U3A you may just find a new interest or hobby that 

meets your needs in 2020 and beyond ?! 

For further information you can contact: 

Chair - chairman@didcotu3a.org Tel: 01235 510048 

Secretary - secretary@didcotu3a.org Tel: 07845 922237 

Membership - membership@didcotu3a.org  

We look forward to welcoming you there!’ 

Brian & Lynn Burscough - PR for the Didcot & District U3A  

• 24/7 manned service 

• Airport transfers 

• Taxis to and from Didcot Parkway Station 

• Vehicles that can accommodate up to 6 people 

• Wheelchair accessible vehicles 

Call us anytime on 01235 812345 or  

e-mail us on bookings@pryors.co.uk 

Relationship Breakdown 
There is no storm quite like an emotional 

storm, and the trauma of a separation from a 

loved one can be devastating and 

overwhelming. Some people say it feels as if 

the ground is falling away beneath their feet. 

It helps if you know there’s somewhere you 

can go right away for help: Citizens Advice. 

If you and your partner or spouse have decided that separation 

is inevitable, you should try to work out the practical details 

between yourselves. But bear in mind that you might 

eventually need to consult a solicitor as well to enshrine your 

agreement in law, especially if you have assets or children. 

Going to court should be regarded as a last resort. 

Discuss with your ex-partner where you will live, where your 

children will live, and how to split any money or belongings. If 

you and your partner are too upset to talk to each other 

calmly, wait and talk later, or use a mediator. 

If your partner makes you feel threatened, get help. Call 

Refuge or Women's Aid on 0808 2000 247. There is also a 

Men’s Advice Line on 0808 801 0327.   

If you have children with your partner, you are both 

responsible for the cost of looking after them when you 

separate, even if you are not married. The parent who moves 

out might have to pay maintenance to the parent who looks 

after the children.  

Consider any outstanding debts or loans that you might have, 

and think about who needs to be informed about the 

separation. If you pay council tax, or receive benefits or tax 

credits, get in touch with the relevant people and tell them 

about your new status. 

Citizens Advice can help you find the ground beneath your feet 

so you can move on. Call Citizens Advice Adviceline on 0300 

3309 042 or come and see us in person. For locations of offices 

and opening hours visit https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/

local/oxfordshire-south-vale  
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BUILDING & JOINERY 

HARWELL 

∙ Extensions ∙ 

∙ Conversions & Renovations ∙ 

∙ Windows & Doors ∙ 

Tel: 07980 400163 

Web: www.fox-wood.co.uk 

South Oxfordshire District Council & Vale of White Horse 

District Council have been in touch to advertise the upcoming 

2020 tour dates of their waste facilities here in Oxfordshire. 

Tours are limited to 15 people per date, and places will be 

allocated on a “first come, first serve basis”. With this in mind 

if you are interested in any of the below dates, please send an 

email to waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk with the name of 

the attendees, contact numbers for attendees, and an 

emergency contact. All tours start at 10am.  

Viridor Energy Recovery Facility, Ardley (Black Bin) 

• Monday 24th August 

• Tuesday 6th October 

• Wednesday 2nd December 

Severn Trent Green Power Anaerobic Digestion Plant, 

Wallingford (Food Bin) 

• Thursday 11th June 

• Wednesday 9th September 

• Tuesday 17th November 

Waste Team 01235 422146 

South Oxfordshire District Council & Vale of White Horse 

District Council 

135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, 

OX14 4SB 

Ask me about our recycling talks! 

SODC & VWHDC Waste Tour Dates 2020  

Harwell Gardeners Club 
Upcoming events: - 

Monday 3rd February  

Tim Miles will talk on 'The 

Gardens Of Cotswold Wildlife 

Park'.  The competition is 

Snowdrops. 

 

Monday 2nd March 

Adam Vetere will talk on 'The Gardens Of Old Camps'. 

The Competition is Daffodils.  

All meetings are at 7.30 p.m. in St Matthews. New members  

and visitors are always welcome, just drop into a monthly 

meeting or contact Janice Markey on 

jvmarkey@googlemail.com or 07876 706 043. 

Sculpture fuses Science with Art 
The Mantle, by award-winning sculptor David Harber, installed in 2018, can be found outside the HQ 

building of the former RAF Headquarters on Campus. 

It fuses together science and art, with names connected to Harwell’s rich scientific heritage and 

multiple world firsts etched onto bronze petals in commemoration of the important work undertaken 

over the last 70 years. Names include: 

•  Sir John Cockroft,  first Director of the Atomic Energy Research Authority at Harwell in 1945 and 

jointly awarded the 1951 Nobel Prize for Physics for splitting the atomic nucleus with Ernest Walton; 

• The Dekatron Computer, the oldest original working digital computer in the world built at Harwell; 

• and Joan Maie Freeman the first woman to be awarded the British Institute of Physics’ Rutherford Medal for work on 

beta-radioactivity of complex nuclei. 

Photo: Martin Ricketts 
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Harwell Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 4-5 

weeks. Free quote - no obligation • Est 1990 

Contact Craig Taylor 
Tel: 01235 512881 - Mob: 07778 661548 
www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment are also welcome. 

Other services include: Conservatory roof cleaning • Fascias cleaning, 
Gutters Unblocked & Cleaned out 

07889 881 525 
quotes@firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk 

www.firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk 
*Tree Thinning *Tree Felling 

*Tree Removal  *Tree Reduction 
*Dead Wood Removal  *Hedge Trimming 

*Landscaping   *Stump Grinding 
We are City & Guilds qualified and insured 

Support the Community Energy Revolution 

The Problem 

Community-scale renewable energy offers huge potential to 

raise funds for Harwell, making the community more self-

sufficient while lowering carbon emissions. It is currently being 

blocked by wildly disproportionate costs and unfair regulations, 

so lots of renewables that could and should be being built 

across the UK are not being built. Power for People is 

campaigning for a solution to this problem. 

The Solution 

We have drafted the Local Electricity Bill which, if made law, 

would empower community energy groups to start up and sell 

their clean electricity to local people. More of the revenues 

kept locally could mean more investment in public services, 

more energy security and more skilled jobs for Harwell and the 

surrounding area. Such benefits would encourage renewable 

projects to spring up across the country. 

Please get involved 

We need help from the residents of Harwell to get our Bill 

through Parliament. Please sign up to support Power for 

People at powerforpeople.org.uk/sign-up and let your MP 

know that you want them to back clean community energy. 

Oxfordshire Care Awards 2020 
 Don’t miss out! Nominations for the 

Oxfordshire Care Awards 2020 close 

on the 14th February 2020. 

The purpose of the Awards is to 

recognise and celebrate individuals, 

organisations, and companies who 

have demonstrated excellence within 

the care sector in Oxfordshire.  

The organisations involved are Action for Carers Oxfordshire, 

Age UK Oxfordshire and Oxfordshire Association of Care 

Providers (OACP). Working together in partnership is at the 

heart of this new Awards initiative, bringing together 

statutory and independent care providers, the community/

voluntary sector and unpaid carers.  

There are ten categories: Newcomer to Care Award, The 

Care Home Worker Award, The Unpaid Carer Award, The 

Community/Home Care Worker, The Care Team Award, The 

Care Employer Award, The Long-term Service Award, The 

Leadership Award, The Inspiration Award and Josie’s Award.  

Nominations can be made by filling out our nomination 

leaflet (please get in touch to request), by downloading a 

Nomination Form on the OACP website and emailing or 

posting it to us, or filling out an online Nomination Form.  

Nominations close on Friday 14th February 2020. Winners 

will be announced at a ceremony taking place on the 27th 

March 2020 at the Kassam Events and Conference Centre, 

OX4 4XP.  

To nominate, or for more information, visit https://

oacp.org.uk/oxfordshire-care-awards-2020-inspiration-for-

all/ or email awards@oacp.org.uk. Alternatively, please call 

01235 520463. Postal entries can be sent to Oxfordshire 

Care Awards 2020 c/o Age UK Oxfordshire, 9 Napier Court, 

Barton Lane, Abingdon, OX14 3YT.  

Good luck!  
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BBOWT - Sutton Courtenay 

Environmental Education Centre 
FEBRUARY HALF TERM EVENTS: 

Family Event: Love our Winter Wildlife 
Tuesday 18th, Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th February 

2020; 10am - 3pm 

What does wildlife do in winter? Wrap up warm and come 

discover the ingenious ways animals and plants survive the winter 

weather.  Make a winter treat for the wildlife in your garden. 

Aimed at children 4-11 years old accompanied by an adult. 

£5 per child.  

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 

Children's Workshop: Weave your own hanging bird table 
Friday 21st February 2020; 10am – 12:30pm 

Discover how to use plants to weave your own hanging bird table 

to take home. The birds in your garden will love it!  For children 

aged 8 and over, no younger siblings please.  All children must be 

accompanied by an adult. Please come dressed for the weather! 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 

For more information and all bookings please head to our 

website: www.bbowt.org.uk 

Sutton Courtenay Environmental Education Centre, 

Sutton Courtenay Road, Didcot, Oxon, OX14 4TE  

Get your waste to the right place 
The Waste Wizard is a new online tool to kill the confusion 

around recycling and help Oxfordshire defeat General Waste. 

Type in your postcode and the name of any item to find out 

whether it can be reused, repaired, donated or recycled - 

oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastewizard  
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Other than where stated and in reports of 

Parish Council matters any opinions 

expressed are not those of the Parish Council. 

Items for the April issue should be sent by 

15th March to news@harwellparish.co.uk. 

Distribution is by Penny Marsh, Chapel House, 

High Street, Tel: 01235 845 430 and Sarah 

Medley, 31 Cornflower Close, Harwell, Didcot, 

OX11 6ES Tel: 07754 584 306  

If you know someone who has not received 

their copy, then email 

newsrounds@harwellparish.co.uk 

Advertising queries to the clerk. 

Parish Contact Information 

All contact information can also be found on 

the parish website: www.harwellparish.co.uk 

Phone: 07749 361957 

Post to: Clerk, Harwell PC, Harwell 

Village Hall, High Street, Harwell, OX11 0EX 

Core office hours, in the office at the Village 

Hall, are 9am to 4pm Monday 

Parish Councillors 

Syed Aly, Dee Boughton-Waite, Jeremy 

Hawthorne (Vice-chair),  Wah Cheng Lee, 

David Munyemweri, Neil Paterson, Martin 

Ricketts, David Roberts, Sarah Soames and 

Debbie Turner (Chair). 

District Councillors 

Sarah.Medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

Hayleigh.Gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

Campus Ward: 

janet.shelley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk  

County Councillor: 

Mike.Fox-Davies@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 

073939 79510 

MP: David Johnston 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA  

david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk 

0207 219 3000  

Harwell News edited by 

Alison Fautley 


